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(54) A CASE FOR A BODY TEMPERATURE-MEASURING THERMOMETER HAVING A REGION
WITH A MAGNIFYING GLASS EFFECT FOR READING THE GRADUATED SCALE OF THE

THERMOMETER

(57)  Acase (1) for a thermometer (5) for measuring
the body temperature of a sick individual comprising a
compartment (2) extending along a major longitudinal
axis (X-X) with one open end (4), for receiving the ther-
mometer (5) into the compartment, said compartment (2)
having atleastone transparent zone (6) with a magnifying
glass effect for reading of the graduated scale (7) of the
thermometer (5) when the latter is within the compart-
ment (2) of the case, said transparent zone (6) forming

part of a wall (8) of the compartment of the case, said
compartment (2) further comprising a wall (9) whose out-
er surface forms a base surface of the case, character-
ized in that said transparent zone (6) with the magnifying
glass effect forms a surface (8) that intersects said base
surface (9) of the case, and forms an angle (o) therewith,
whose vertex (V) is placed on the side of the case (1)
from which the graduated scale of the thermometer is
read through said transparent zone.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a case for a
thermometer for measuring the temperature of a sick in-
dividual, especially for domestic use, but without exclud-
ing professional use by physicians or nurses.

[0002] The case is of the type that comprises a com-
partment extending along a major longitudinal axis, with
one open end equipped with a removable opening/clos-
ing member, through which the thermometer is intro-
duced into the compartment.

[0003] One longitudinally delimiting wall of the com-
partment is known to be possibly formed with atleast one
transparent zone providing a magnifying glass effect, to
facilitate reading of the graduated scale of the thermom-
eter when the latter is stored in the compartment of the
case.

[0004] According to the prior art, when the case has a
compartment with a rectangular cross section, it has a
wall whose outer surface forms a base surface of the
case for the latter to lie on a table or a support surface.
[0005] Since this base wall is normally opposite and
parallel to the wall in which the section or zone with the
magnifying glass effectis formed, such arrangement has
been found, during use, to hinder reading of the gradu-
ated scale of the thermometer, when the latter is within
the case.

[0006] That is, with such arrangement the user is re-
quired to look at the transparent zone from above when
the case lies on a support surface, such as a table beside
the bed, unless he/she picks it up and brings it close to
his/her face.

[0007] This constitutes a drawback especially if the us-
er is sick and bedridden.

[0008] Therefore, the object of the present invention is
to provide a case structure for a body temperature ther-
mometer, equipped with transparent magnifying glass
zone, affording facilitated reading of the graduated scale
of the thermometer, when it is within the case and the
latter lies on a support surface, without requiring it to be
held on one hand to look for an appropriate position for
reading.

[0009] This and other objects, as more clearly ex-
plained hereinbelow, are fulfilled by a case for a ther-
mometer for measuring the body temperature of a sick
individual comprising a compartment extending along a
major longitudinal axis with one open end, for receiving
the thermometer into the compartment, said compart-
ment having at least one transparent zone with a mag-
nifying glass effect for reading of the graduated scale of
the thermometer when the latter is stored in the compart-
ment of the case, said transparent zone forming part of
awall of the compartment of the case, said compartment
further comprising a wall whose outer surface forms a
base surface of the case, characterized in that said trans-
parent zone, with the magnifying glass effect is formed
on a surface that is contiguous to said base surface of
the case, and forms an angle therewith, whose vertex is
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placed on the side of the case from which the graduated
scale of the thermometer is read through said transparent
zone.

[0010] The invention will be now described in greater
detail with reference to one embodiment thereof, given
by way of illustration and without limitation, and depicted
in the annexed drawings, in which:

- Figure 1 shows a cross-sectional view of the case
according to a first embodiment of the invention, with
the thermometer therein;

- Figure 2 shows a perspective view of the case of
Figure 1, without the thermometer therein;

- Figure 3 shows a cross-sectional view of the case
according to a second embodiment of the invention,
with the thermometer therein;

- Figure 4 shows a perspective view of the case of
Figure 3, without the thermometer therein;

- Figure 5 shows a perspective schematic view of the
case of Figure 1, as taken from its open end with the
thermometer therein, the case lying on a support sur-
face.

[0011] Referringtothe aforementioned figures, numer-
al 1 generally designates the case of the invention. It
comprises a compartment 2, extending along a major
longitudinal axis X-X.

[0012] The compartment 2 has one open end 4, which
is nevertheless equipped with a closure member, e.g. in
the form of a cap or lid, not shown because it is known
in the art, which may be used to close the case, once the
body temperature thermometer 5 has been introduced
therein.

[0013] According to a first embodiment, the compart-
ment 2 comprises a closed end 3 opposite to the open
end 4 along the longitudinal axis X-X.

[0014] According to a second embodiment, alternative
to the first embodiment, the compartment 2 comprises
an additional open end 3’ opposite to the open end 4
along the longitudinal axis X-X.

[0015] The aforementioned compartment 2 has at
least one zone 6 that is transparent and provides a mag-
nifying glass effect, for facilitated reading of the graduat-
ed scale 7 of the thermometer 5, when the latter is within
the compartment of the case.

[0016] The transparent zone 6 forms a part of a wall 8
of the compartment of the case 1, whereas another wall
9 of the compartment 2 forms with its outer surface a
base surface of the case 1 for the latter to be laid, for
instance, on a support surface, generally referenced R,
which may be for example a table beside a bed.

[0017] In order to make sure that the graduated scale
7 of the thermometer is placed in front of the transparent
zone 6, said compartment 2 of the case has a base sur-
face 10 therein, on which the thermometer or a case
thereof may be laid, which is opposite to the surface 8 of
said transparent zone.

[0018] According to the invention, the wall 8, or at least
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the surface in which the transparent zone 6 with the mag-
nifying glass effect is formed, and the base wall 9 of the
case, form an angle, referenced o, whose vertex V is
located on the side from which the graduated scale of
the thermometer is read through the transparent zone 6.
[0019] With the aforementioned arrangement, the pro-
vision of the angle a facilitates reading of the graduated
scale of the thermometer, when the case lies on the sup-
port surface R, even by a patient that lies in a bed, obvi-
ously as long as said transparent zone 7 faces him/her.
[0020] In particular, the angle o is an angle that ranges
from 30 to 90° with respect to the plane of the wall 9 and,
preferably, from 50° to 60°.

[0021] The materials that form the case 1 may be of
various natures, including plastic materials, as long as
they are compatible with the function to be accomplished.

Claims

1. A case (1) for a thermometer (5) for measuring the
body temperature of a sick individual, comprising a
compartment (2) extending along a major longitudi-
nal axis (X-X) with one open end (4), for receiving
the thermometer (5) into the compartment (2), said
compartment (2) having at least one transparent
zone (6) with a magnifying glass effect for reading
of the graduated scale (7) of the thermometer (5)
when the latter is within the compartment (2) of the
case, said transparent zone (6) forming part of a wall
(8) of the compartment of the case, said compart-
ment (2) further comprising a wall (9) whose outer
surface forms a base surface of the case, charac-
terized in that said transparent zone (6) with the
magnifying glass effect forms a surface (8) that in-
tersects said base surface (9) of the case, and forms
an angle (o) therewith, whose vertex (V) is placed
on the side of the case (1) from which the graduated
scale of the thermometer is read through said trans-
parent zone.

2. Acase asclaimedin claim 1, characterized in that
said angle (o) ranges from 30 to 90 with respect to
said base surface (9) of the case.

3. Acase asclaimedin claims 1 and 2, characterized
in that said angle (a) ranges from 50° to 60° with
respect to said base surface (9) of the case.

4. A case as claimed in any of claims 1 to 3, charac-
terized in that said compartment (2) of the case has
a base surface (10) therein, on which the thermom-
eter or a case thereof may be laid, which is opposite
to the surface of said transparent zone (6) with the
magnifying glass effect,

5. A case as claimed in any of claims 1 to 4, charac-
terized in that said wall (8) of the compartment (2)
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of the case with said transparent area (6) with the
magnifying glass effect, also forms a surface orient-
ed at an angle (o) with respect to said base surface
of the case.

A case as claimed in any of claims 1 to 5, charac-
terized in that the compartment (2) comprises a
closed end (3) opposite to the open end (4) along
the longitudinal axis (X-X).

A case as claimed in any of claims 1 to 5, charac-
terized in that the compartment (2) comprises an
additional open end (3’) opposite to the open end (4)
along the longitudinal axis (X-X).
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Fig.3

Fig.4
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