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Description

[0001] This invention relates to a container, a blank
and a method for making the container.

[0002] This invention addresses the field of containers
made of paper or cardboard with an openable and re-
closable portion. Presently known inthe prior artare card-
board containers for containing at least one food product
and comprising a structure obtained from a blank, which
defines an internal space in the container in which the at
leastone food product is situated. These containers have
one or more tearable lines of weakness that delimit an
opening through which a user can easily access the in-
ternal space and/or extract the product contained therein;
there may also be a system allowing the container to be
reclosed after opening. Examples of such containers are
described in the following patent documents:
US3971506A, US5259552A, GB1353079A.

[0003] The prior art containers have several disadvan-
tages. First of all, during transportation, the line of weak-
ness may accidentally get torn, causing the product to
come out. The line of weakness may also be torn as a
result of tampering, causing the product to come out in
this case, too. With these containers, tampering is a par-
ticularly tricky problem because a containerthathas been
tampered with, being reclosable, is not easy for the end
user to notice.

[0004] Further, even before being torn, a tearable line
of weakness may form an air passage allowing commu-
nication between the internal space and the outside en-
vironment; the air passage may cause the productinside
the container to spoil in advance and is therefore partic-
ularly undesirable, especially if the container is used for
food products.

[0005] Alsoknown are containers thatinclude a closing
element (that is, a cap) made of a material - plastic, for
example - different from the material the container is
made of. The closing element defines a window that com-
municates with the opening and/or coincides with at least
part of the opening. The window is initially sealed with a
film. When the film is removed, the window defines an
outlet section through which the at least one product can
pass from the internal space to the environment on the
outside of the container. It should be noted that these
cardboard containers, including a closing element of
plastic material, are also difficult to recycle and therefore
have a high environmental impact.

[0006] The aim of this disclosure is to provide a con-
tainer, and a method for opening it, to overcome the
above mentioned disadvantages of the prior art. This aim
is fully achieved by the container, and the method for
opening it, according to this disclosure as characterized
in the appended claims. More specifically, one aim of this
disclosure is to provide a container for containing at least
one food product, comprising a closing system which al-
lows the container to have an open and close function
and to have a tamper evident function in connection with
any movement of the closing system.
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[0007] Another aim of this disclosure is to provide a
container for containing at least one food product, com-
prising a closing system which allows the container to
have an open and close function and which, being less
complex and easier to make, can be made in less time
than containers having the open and close function
known at the present time.

[0008] Another aim of this disclosure is to provide a
blank with which it is possible to make a container that
achieves the above mentioned aims.

[0009] With regard to the blank, these aims are
achieved by a blank having the features set out in any
one of the appended claims intended to protect the blank
or in any combination of one or more of these claims
intended to protect the blank.

[0010] With regard to the container, these aims are
achieved by a container having the features set out in
any one of the appended claims intended to protect the
container or in any combination of one or more of these
claims intended to protect the container.

[0011] The container of this invention is suitable for
containing food products, beverages, animal feeds, gar-
dening products, detergents and home and personal hy-
giene products.

[0012] Preferably, the container is made of paper or
cardboard; it should be noted that the container may in-
clude a layer of paper or cardboard and one or more
layers of oxygen barrier materials such as plastic films
and/or compostable films. In an embodiment, the con-
tainer includes a first layer of paperboard and a second
(covering) layer of paper, joined to the first layer. Thus,
in this embodiment, each panel of the container includes
the first layer and the second layer; the first layer faces
towards an internal space inside the container, while the
second layer faces towards the outside. Furthermore, as
mentioned above, there may be a further layer of oxygen
barrier material, which may be interposed between the
first and the second layer or which may be joined to the
first layer on an inside face of the container.

[0013] The containercomprises afirst panel and a sec-
ond panel which are mutually superposed to define a wall
of the container. The first panel faces towards the outside
of the container and the second panel faces towards an
internal space inside the container.

[0014] Thefirstpanelincludes afirstband, a remaining
part and a first line of weakness which at least partly
delimits the first band (relative to the remaining part). The
second panel includes a second band, a remaining part
and a second line of weakness which at least partly de-
limits the second band (relative to the remaining part). It
should be noted that by "band" is meant a region of the
panel (that is, a sub-panel) that may have any geomet-
rical shape. By "line of weakness" is meant a (part of the)
perimeter line of the band, which is weakened. Weaken-
ing may be done by scoring (to make an uninterrupted
cut along the line of weakness, where the uninterrupted
cut does not pass through the material) or by a broken
line that passes through the material (that is to say, a line
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of perforations). The container, after being made and be-
fore being opened, is in a sealed configuration.

[0015] In an (initial) sealed configuration, the first band
is joined to the remaining part of the first panel along the
first line of weakness and the second band is joined to
the remaining part of the second panel along the second
line of weakness.

[0016] The first line of weakness and the second line
of weakness are tearable to open the container - that is,
to bring it to an open configuration. In the open configu-
ration, the first band is (at least partly) separated from
the remaining part of the first panel along the first line of
weakness to define a first window in the first panel, and
the second band is (at least partly) separated from the
remaining part of the second panel along the second line
of weakness to define a second window in the second
panel. The first window faces the second window to form
a through section allowing the product to pass from the
internal space to the outside of the container.

[0017] Preferably, when the container is in the open
configuration, the first band can be tilted (about a fold
line) between a raised position, where it is raised relative
to the remaining part of the first panel to allow the product
to pass through the through section, and a lowered po-
sition, where it covers the second window (and/or the
firstwindow) to prevent the product from passing through
the through section. Thus, the container can be reclosed
after being opened.

[0018] Preferably, in the sealed configuration, the first
band is superposed on, but not attached to, the second
band; in other words, the first band is juxtaposed with the
second band, without connections that bind the first band
to the second band. Thus, the first line of weakness is
tearable independently of the second line of weakness
(to pass from the sealed configuration to the open con-
figuration). The container can therefore be positioned in
an intermediate configuration, where the first line of
weakness is torn and the second line of weakness is not
torn; in the intermediate configuration, the first band is
already at least partly separated from the remaining part
of the first panel along the first line of weakness and the
second band is still joined to the remaining part of the
second panel along the second line of weakness. The
intermediate configuration is intermediate between the
sealed configuration and the open configuration; in other
words, to open a container that is in the sealed configu-
ration, a user must first bring it to the intermediate con-
figuration and then to the open configuration. The pur-
pose of the intermediate configuration is to ensure that
the container reaches the end user whole, with the prod-
uctinside it uncontaminated; in effect, even if the firstline
of weakness were torn and the first window opened dur-
ing transportation, the second panel would still prevent
the product from coming out. The intermediate configu-
ration also has a tamper-evident function; in effect, even
if the first window were to be opened and reclosed (by
moving the first band back to the lowered position), the
consumer would see whether the second window is open
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or not, hence whether the product has been tampered
with or not. Further, thanks to the fact that the first line
of weakness is tearable independently of the second line
of weakness, the size of the first window (that is, of the
first band) may be different from, and independent of, the
size of the second window (that is, of the second band);
in effect, there are no connections between the first band
and the second band and opening one does not neces-
sarily involve opening the other. Preferably, the first win-
dow (that is, the first band) is larger in area than the sec-
ond window (that is, the second band): that way, the first
band is easy to grip, while the size of the second band
is such as to allow controlled delivery of the product.
[0019] Preferably, the first panelis glued to the second
panel in a gluing area situated in the remaining part of
the first panel on the outside (externally) of the first band
and in the remaining part of the second panel on the
outside (externally) of the second band.

[0020] Thefirstpanelincludes afirstface and a second
face, opposite to the firstface. In the sealed configuration,
the first panel has a first cut on the first face and a second
cut on the second face. The first cut and the second cut
each have a depth that is smaller than the thickness of
the first panel. The first cut and the second cut define the
first line of weakness. Preferably, the first cut is offset
relative to the second cut in a plane parallel to the first
panel. Thus, the first line of weakness is a weakened
zone defined between the first cut and the second cut.
[0021] It should be noted that if the first panel includes
two or more layers (for example, a first layer of paper-
board and a second layer of paper), the thickness of the
first panel is defined as the sum of the thicknesses of the
layers making up the first panel; thus, the first cut may
be made in thefirst layer and the second cutin the second
layer; the first cut may go right through the first layer but
not the second layer, and the second cut may go right
through the second layer but not the first layer.

[0022] Preferably, the first band includes a tab that is
foldable relative to the remaining part of the first band
along a fold line and the second panel includes a slit, into
which the tab can be inserted and held in place by the
second panel when the first band is at the lowered posi-
tion. This allows the first band to be held at the lowered
position to prevent accidental reopening when the con-
tainer is reclosed after being opened for the first time.
[0023] It should be noted that the first band is stably
connected to the remaining part of the first panel at a fold
line. The first band is tiltable about the fold line. More
specifically, in the open configuration of the container,
the first band is tiltable about the fold line between the
raised position and the lowered position.

[0024] Itshould be noted that the first band has (inside
it) a further cut, which extends into the tab. The further
cut has a first and a second end, positioned on the fold
line of the tab. This cut thus defines a further tab (sur-
rounded at least partly by the tab). The further tab is fold-
able along the fold line of the tab independently of the
tab. Preferably, when the first band is at the closed po-
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sition and the tab is held in the slit, the further tab pro-
trudes from the slit (that is, it is not held in the slit) and
can be gripped by a user. Thus, a user can grip the further
tab to pull the first band upwards to the raised position.
Preferably, the fold line is situated on a first side of the
firstband; the firstline of weakness includes afirst portion
and a second portion, situated on a second side and on
a third side of the first band, opposite to each other and
connected to the first side; the tab is situated on a fourth
side of the first band, opposite to the first side and con-
nected to the second and third sides. Preferably, the fold
line of the first band is parallel to the fold line of the tab
(and spaced therefrom). Preferably, the first portion and
the second portion of the first line of weakness are con-
vergent towards the tab (or include respective portions
that converge towards the tab); thus, the first band has
a shape that is tapered (towards the tab).

[0025] This disclosure also provides a blank made of
paper or cardboard, configured to make a container ac-
cording to one or more aspects of this disclosure. It
should be noted that the blank may include a plurality of
layers; for example, the blank may include a first layer of
paperboard and a second, covering layer of paper. The
blank includes at least a first pane to form the first panel
and a second pane to form the second panel.

[0026] This disclosure also provides a method for
opening a container; the container is a container accord-
ing to one or more aspects of this disclosure. The method
comprises a step of tearing the first line of weakness;
preferably, tearing the first band occurs by lifting the first
band relative to the remaining part of the first panel, so
as to open a first window in the first panel.

[0027] The method comprisesastep oftearing the sec-
ond line of weakness to open a second window in the
second panel. Preferably, the step of tearing the second
line of weakness follows the step of tearing the first line
of weakness. More specifically, the first window gives a
user access to the second band (that is, to the second
panel) and tears the second line of weakness.

[0028] Inanembodiment, the method comprises astep
of reclosing the container. The step, of reclosing includes
moving the first band from the raised position relative to
the remaining part of the first panel, to a lowered position,
where it covers the second window to prevent the product
from passing through the through section. The step, of
reclosing includes inserting the tab into the slit to hold
the first band in the lowered position. It should be noted
that the further tab, if provided, is not inserted in the slit
but remains outside of it, so it can be gripped by a user.
[0029] Preferably, before the first line of weakness is
torn, the first panel has a first cut on a first face and a
second cut on a second face, opposite to the first face.
The first cut and the second cut define the first line of
weakness. The first cut and the second cut each have a
depth that is smaller than the thickness of the first panel.
Tearing the first line of weakness starts from the first cut
and the second cut.

[0030] Preferably, the first band is stably connected to
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the remaining part of the first panel at a fold line; raising
the first band involves rotating it about the fold line.
[0031] Thisdisclosure also provides a method for mak-
ing a container. The container is a container according
to one or more aspects of this disclosure. The method
for making the containerincludes the following steps: pre-
paring a blank which includes at least a first panel and a
second panel; folding the blank to bring the first and the
second panel to superpose each other to define a wall
of the container. The first and second panels are panels
according to one or more aspects of this disclosure.
[0032] The features of a blank according to this disclo-
sure will become clearer from the following detailed de-
scription of example embodiments of the blank and con-
tainer provided by way of example only and without lim-
iting the concepts claimed.

[0033] The following detailed description refers to the
accompanying drawings, in which:

- Figure 1 is a plan view of a possible embodiment of
a blank according to this disclosure, in a starting con-
dition;

- Figure 2 is a perspective view of a possible embod-
iment of a container according to this disclosure, in
a condition where the container is fully sealed and
where the container is made from the blank of Figure
1;

- Figures 2a-2d are perspective views of a part of the
container of Figure 2, showing different steps in the
use of the container;

- Figures 3 and 4 are plan views of two respective
parts of the blank of Figure 1;

- Figures 5 and 6 are local transverse cross sections
of a zone of the blank of Figure 1, according to two
possible embodiments, respectively.

[0034] In Figure 2, the numeral 1 denotes a possible
embodiment of a container according to this disclosure.
The container 1 may be used, for example, to contain at
least one food product.

[0035] The container 1 may be made using and/or
starting from a blank according to this disclosure.
[0036] A blank according to this disclosure is config-
ured to adopt an operating condition in which the blank
forms the container 1. Ablank according to this disclosure
is configured to pass from a non-operating condition to
this operating condition through one or more steps of
folding this blank.

[0037] In Figure 1, the letter S denotes a possible em-
bodiment of a blank according to this disclosure. In Figure
1, the blank S adopts this non-operating condition.
[0038] The blank S is configured to adopt an operating
condition of this blank S. When the blank S adopts the
operating condition, the blank S forms the container 1.
The blank S of Figure 1 adopts the operating condition
in Figure 2 and in Figures 2a-2d.

[0039] Acontainer 1accordingtothisdisclosureiscon-
figured to allow a user to take the atleast one food product
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out of the container 1. Taking the product out means
causing the at least one food product to pass or move
through an outlet section SU of the internal space V of
the container to the exterior of the container 1. The outlet
section SU and the space V are labelled only in Figure 2b.
[0040] The container 1 comprises a first panel 11 and
a second panel 12. The first panel 11 and the second
panel 12 form part of the blank S. Thus, the blank S com-
prises the first panel 11 and the second panel 12.
[0041] The first panel 11 and the second panel 12 of
the container 1 are in a mutually superposed condition,
so as to define at least one wall P of the container 1. The
wall P is labelled only in Figures 2 and 2d.

[0042] In the container 1, the first panel 11 may be
considered as a first layer of the wall P, and the second
panel 12, as a second layer of the wall P. The first panel
11 and the second panel 12 may, in the operating con-
dition, be at least partly attached to each other. In the
container 1, the first panel 11 and the second panel 12
may be at least partly attached to each other by gluing.
Figure 3 shows the first panel 11 in a plan view. The
reference labels G1 and G2 in Figure 3 denote a first
gluing area and a second gluing area for attaching the
first panel 11 to the second panel 12, which is shown in
detail in Figure 4. The reference labels G3 and G4 in
Figure 4 denote gluing areas on which the glue for gluing
to the first panel 11 can be placed. The gluing areas G3
and G4 are on the opposite side of the second panel 12
with respect to the view point of Figure 4.

[0043] The first panel 11 defines an outside face L1 of
the wall P of the container 1. The outside face L1 is di-
rected towards the above mentioned exterior of the con-
tainer 1.

[0044] The second panel 12 defines an inside face L2
of the wall P. The inside face L2 is directed towards the
internal space V of the container 1. The internal face L2
is directed towards the opposite side of the wall P with
respect to the outside face L1.

[0045] Atleastonefirstline of weakness 110 is situated
on the first panel 11. The first panel 11 comprises the
first line of weakness 110. Viewed in plan, the first line
of weakness 110 defines or delimits at least a first win-
dow. The first panel 11 comprises a first band 111, dis-
posed on the first window. The first panel 11 is configured
in such a way that the first band 111 is disposed on the
first window so as to define a sealed condition of the first
window. The sealed condition of the first window is
caused by the first band 111. When the first window is in
the sealed condition, the first line of weakness 110 coin-
cides with at least one part of the outer edge B1 of the
first band 111 or coincides entirely with the outer edge
B1 of the first band 111.

[0046] The sealed condition of the first window is
shown in Figures 1, 2 and 3. Viewed in plan, the first
panel 11 is delimited by an outer edge B of the first panel
11. The outer edge B of the first panel 11 is shown in
Figure 3.

[0047] The perimeter of the first band 111 is defined
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by the outer edge B1 of the first band 111. The outer
edge B1 of the first band is shown in Figure 3. When the
first window is in the sealed condition, the perimeter of
the first band 111 coincides with the perimeter of the first
window. Viewed in plan, the first band 111 is delimited
by the perimeter or outer edge B1 of the first band 111.
Viewed in plan, the first window is delimited by the pe-
rimeter of the first window.

[0048] At least one second line of weakness 120 is
situated on the second panel 12. The second panel 12
comprises the second line of weakness 120. The second
line of weakness 120 defines atleast one second window.
The second panel 12 comprises a second band 121, dis-
posed on the second window. The second panel 12 is
configured in such a way that the second band 121 is
disposed on the second window so as to define a sealed
condition of the second window. The sealed condition of
the second window is caused by the second band 121.
When the second window is in the sealed condition, the
second line of weakness 120 coincides with at least one
part of the outer edge B2 of the second band 121 or
coincides entirely with the outer edge B2 of the second
band 121.

[0049] The sealed condition of the second window is
shown in Figures 1, 2a and 4.

[0050] The perimeterofthe secondband 121 is defined
by the outer edge B2 of the second band 121. The outer
edge B2 of the second band 121 is shown in Figure 4.
When the second window is in the sealed condition, the
perimeter of the second band 121 coincides with the pe-
rimeter of the second window. Viewed in plan, the second
band 121 is delimited by the perimeter or outer edge B2
of the first band 121. Viewed in plan, the second window
is delimited by the perimeter of the second window.
[0051] The firstwindow may pass from the sealed con-
dition of the first window to an open condition of the first
window by at least partly separating the first band 111
from the remaining part of the first panel 11. Separating
thefirstband 111 is accomplished by atleast partly break-
ing the first line of weakness 110.

[0052] The open condition of the first window is shown,
for example, in Figures 2a and 2b.

[0053] In the sealed condition of the first window, the
first line of weakness 110, viewed in plan, delimits the
first band 111, so as to coincide with the perimeter or
outer edge B1 of the first band 111. The first panel 11 is
configured to allow a user to cause the at least partial
separation of the first band 111 from the remaining part
of the first panel 11 using specific gripping means defined
by the first panel 11. The gripping means defined by the
first panel 11 may form part of the first band 111. The
gripping means might comprise a gripping portion 1104
of the outer edge B1 of the first band 111. When the first
window is in the sealed condition, the gripping portion
1104 of the outer edge B1 of the first band 111 coincides
with a part of a front sector A of the outer edge B of the
first panel 11. When the first window is in the sealed con-
dition, the first band 111 extends to the front sector A of
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the outer edge B of the first panel 11 so that the gripping
portion 1104 of the outer edge B1 of the first band 111
coincides with that part of the front sector A of the outer
edge B of the first panel 11. The portion 1104 of the outer
edge B1 of the first band 111 may be easily pulled by a
user to cause the at least partial separation of the first
band 111. The first line of weakness 110 may comprise
a first sector 1101 of the first line of weakness 110, a
second sector 1102 of the first line of weakness 110 and
a third sector 1103 of the first line of weakness 110. When
the first window is in the sealed condition, these sectors
of the first line of weakness 110 coincide with respective
sectors of the outer edge B1 of the first band 111. The
aforementioned portion 1104 of the outer edge of the first
band 111, with which a user can cause the atleast partial
separation of the first band 111 might be considered, in
the sealed condition of the first window, a fourth sector
1104 of the outer edge of the first band 111.

[0054] Thus, when the firstwindow is in the sealed con-
dition, the first band 111 extends to the front sector A of
the outer edge B of the first panel 11 so that the fourth
sector 1104 of the outer edge B1 of the first band 111
coincides with the at least one part of the front sector A
of the outer edge B of the first panel 11.

[0055] The first panel 11 may be configured in such a
way that the separation of the first band 111 from the
remaining part of the first panel 11 is accomplished by
totally breaking the second sector 1102 and the third sec-
tor 1103 of the first line of weakness 110. In this case,
the second sector 1102 and the third sector 1103 are
respective fracture lines. The separation of the first band
111 from the remaining part of the first panel 11 is ac-
complished by tearing the second sector 1102 and the
third sector 1103 of the first line of weakness 110.
[0056] In the example of the container 1 of the accom-
panying drawings, the container 1 is configured in such
a way that the first band 111 is only partly separated, in
that the first band 111, when the first window is in the
open condition, remains connected to the first panel 11
by the first sector 1101 of the first line of weakness 110.
[0057] The second window may pass from the sealed
condition of the second window to an open condition of
the second window by at least partly separating the sec-
ondband 121 from the remaining part of the second panel
12. Separating the second band 121 is accomplished by
at least partly breaking the second line of weakness 120.
[0058] The second panel 12 is configured to allow a
user to cause the at least partial separation of the second
band 121 from the remaining part of the second panel
12 using specific gripping means defined by the second
panel 12. The gripping means defined by the second pan-
el 12 may form part of the second band 121.

[0059] The second panel 12 may be configured in such
a way that the separation of the second band 121 from
the remaining part of the second panel 12 is a total sep-
aration of the second band 121 from the remaining part
of the second panel 12. In this case, the separation of
the second band 121 is accomplished by totally breaking
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the second line of weakness 120. In this case, the second
line of weakness 120 is a fracture line. The separation
of the second band 121 from the remaining part of the
second panel 12 is thus accomplished by tearing the sec-
ond line of weakness 120.

[0060] The open condition of the second window is
shown in Figure 2b.

[0061] In the sealed condition of the second window,
the second line of weakness 120, viewed in plan, delimits
the second band 121, so as to coincide with the perimeter
or outer edge B2 of the second band 121. In the example
of the container 1 of the accompanying drawings, the
container 1is configured in such a way that the separation
of the second band 121 is a total separation or removal
of the second band 121 from the remaining part of the
second panel 12.

[0062] The second panel 12 is configured to allow a
user to cause the removal of the second band 121 using
specific gripping means defined by the second panel 12.
[0063] The user wishing to take out the at least one
food product must first make the first window pass from
the sealed condition to the open condition, so that the
container 1 after the first window has passed from the
sealed condition to the open condition, is in the condition
shown in Figure 2a.

[0064] InFigure 2a, the first window is in the open con-
dition, since the first band 111 has been at least partly
separated from the remaining part of the first panel 11.
In Figure 2a, the second window, which is covered by
the second band 121, is still in the sealed condition.
[0065] The user wishing to take out the at least one
food product must then make the second window pass
from the sealed condition to the open condition, so that
the container 1 after the second window has passed from
the sealed condition to the open condition, is in the con-
dition shown in Figure 2b.

[0066] InFigure 2b, the first window is in the open con-
dition. In Figure 2b, the second window is also in the open
condition, since the second band 121 has also been sep-
arated from the remaining part of the second panel 12.
When the first window and the second window are still
in the respective sealed conditions, and the blank S
adopts the operating condition, as in Figure 2, for exam-
ple, the first band 111 and the second band 121 are mu-
tually opposite, so that the passage of the first window
from the sealed condition to the open condition of the
first window, by at least partly separating the first band
111 from the remaining part of the first panel 11, allows
a user to access the second band 121. That way, by
separating the second band 121, the user can cause the
second window to also pass from its sealed condition to
its open condition. The presence of the second panel 12,
together with the second band 121, means that the wall
P of the container 1, besides having the open and close
and tamper-evident functions, described in more detail
below, can also prevent the at least one product from
accidentally coming out when the first window is still in
the sealed condition. The container 1 is configured so
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that, when the first window and second window are in
the respective open conditions, the second window,
viewed in plan, defines or delimits the above mentioned
outlet section SU. In Figure 2b the second window de-
fines and/or corresponds to the outlet section SU.
[0067] The container 1 is configured so that, when the
first window and second window are in the respective
open conditions, the first band 111 may be subject to a
movement between afirst position and a second position.
The first position and the second position are considered
relative to the outlet section SU or relative to the remain-
ing part of the first panel 11. The movement of the first
band 111 between first position and the second position
may be considered relative to the remaining part of the
first panel 11 or relative to the outlet section SU.

[0068] The container 1 is configured so that when the
first band 111 adopts the first position, the first band 111
allows the abovementioned passage of the at least one
product through the outlet section SU.

[0069] Thefirstposition ofthe firstband 111 may there-
fore be considered as an open position of the outlet sec-
tion SU.

[0070] The container 1 is configured so that when the
first band 111 adopts the second position, the first band
111 prevents the abovementioned passage of the atleast
one product through the outlet section SU.

[0071] The second position of the first band 111 may
therefore be considered as a closed position of the outlet
section SU.

[0072] In Figure 2a or in Figure 2b, the first band 111
is in the first position, which corresponds to the open
position of the outlet section SU. It should be noted, how-
ever, that in the situation of Figure 2a, the outlet section
SU is not yet defined because the second band 121 must
still be removed from the remaining part of the second
panel 12, while in the situation of Figure 2b, the second
band 121 has been removed and the second window
thus defines the outlet section SU.

[0073] In Figure 2d, the first band 111 is in the second
position, which corresponds to the closed position of the
outlet section SU, since the first band 111, in the position
of Figure 2d, prevents the abovementioned passage of
the at least one product through the outlet section SU.
[0074] The outlet section SU might also be considered
as being defined by both the first and the second window
acting in conjunction with each other. In effect, when the
first window and the second window are in the respective
open conditions and the first band 111 is in the above-
mentioned first position or open position of the outlet sec-
tion SU, the first window and the second window are in
communication with each other to allow the passage of
the at least one product through the outlet section SU.
The outlet section SU may be considered situated on
and/or through the wall P.

[0075] During the abovementioned movement of the
first band 111 between the first position or open position
of the outlet section SU and the second position or closed
position of the outlet section SU, the first band 111 might
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adopt a plurality of intermediate positions, including the
one shown in Figure 2c.

[0076] Generally speaking, if the abovementioned
passage of the at least one product through the outlet
section SU and from the internal space V to the outside
is allowed in any of the intermediate positions, that inter-
mediate position may also be considered as an open
position of the outlet section SU. Although the first band
111 in Figure 2c is in a position that may also be consid-
ered as an open position because the abovementioned
passage of the at least one product is allowed even in
the situation of Figure 2c, the outlet section SU is not
shown in Figure 2c becauseitis not visible from the angle
of view represented in that drawing.

[0077] Although the outlet section SU is closed in Fig-
ure 2d on account of the position adopted by the first
band 111, the second window is in the open condition
also in Figure 2d in that the second band 121 has been
at least partly separated (in the case shown in the draw-
ings, removed) from the remaining part of the second
panel 12. Thus, besides Figure 2c and Figure 2b, the
second window defines and/or corresponds to the outlet
section SU in Figure 2d, too. The outlet section SU is not
shown in Figure 2 in thatitis hidden from view on account
of the position of the first band 111 which, in Figure 2d,
closes the outlet section SU.

[0078] The container 1 is configured so that when the
first band 111 adopts the closed position of the outlet
section SU, the first band 111 can adopt a retained con-
dition. The container 1 is configured so that when the first
band 111 adopts the retained condition, the first band
111 is held in the second position or closed position of
the outlet section SU. The container 1 is configured so
that when the first band 111 adopts the retained condi-
tion, the first band 111 is held in the closed position or
second position by the second panel 12, in the sense
that the second panel 12 holds the first band 111 in the
closed position or second position.

[0079] After a part of the at least one food product has
been made to come out of the container 1 by passing
through the outlet section SU, the container 1 allows the
user to bring or easily return the first band 111 to the
closed position of the outlet section SU, as shown, for
example in Figure 2d. When the first band 111 adopts
the closed position of the outlet section SU, the first band
111, as mentioned above, prevents the abovementioned
passage of the at least one food product through the out-
let section SU, even though the second window is in the
open condition.

[0080] When the user wishes to take out another part
of the at least one food product from the container 1, the
user has only to bring the first band 111 back to the open
position of the outlet section SU, as shown, for example
in Figure 2b, and take out the other part of the at least
one product by the abovementioned passage through
the outlet section SU. Next, the user can bring the first
band 111 back to the closed position of the outlet section
SU. The container 1 thus allows the user to bring the first
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band 111 back to the closed position of the outlet section
SU as many times as necessary, and the first band 111
remains stably held in the closed position when the at
least one food product does not need to be taken out of
the container 1. To define the retained condition of the
first band 111, the container comprises a retaining sys-
tem.

[0081] The second panel 12 comprises at least one slit
122a. The first band 111 comprises at least one foldable
tab 1111, which is foldable relative to the remaining part
of the first band 111. The first band 111 comprises a fold
line 1111a. The foldable tab 1111 is foldable relative to
the remaining part of the first band 111 around the fold
line 1111a.

[0082] The abovementioned retaining system com-
prises the at least one slit 122a and the at least one fold-
able tab 1111. The at least one slit 122a is also present
in the sealed condition of the second window. When the
first window is in the sealed condition, the first panel 11
covers the at least one slit 122a. The term slit may be
used to denote a slot. The atleast one slit may be atleast
one slot.

[0083] Theatleastoneslit122ais suitable forreceiving
the at least one foldable tab 1111 so as to define the
retained condition of the first band 111. The container 1
is configured so that the retained condition of the first
band 111 is obtained by at least one retaining action ap-
plied by the at least one slit 122a on the at least one
foldable tab 1111, while the atleast one foldable tab 1111
is folded relative to the remaining part of the first band
111 about the fold line 1111a and is inserted through the
at least one slit 122a.

[0084] Thesecond panel 12is configured so that, when
the second window adopts the open condition, hence
when the second band 121 is at least partly separated
(in the case shown in the drawings, removed) from the
remaining part of the second panel 12, the at least one
slit 122a is in communication with the second window.
[0085] That way, the retaining system makes it easier
for the user to obtain the retained condition, since the
position of the at least one slit 122a situated on the sec-
ond panel 12 is in communication with the second win-
dow, thanks also to the fact that the second window is
also situated on the second panel 12 and defines the
outlet section SU, so that the user, in order to obtain the
retained condition of the firstband 111 in a closed position
of the outlet section SU, does not need to exercise ex-
cessive care and/or attention on inserting the foldable
tab 1111 into the at least one slit 122a. Furthermore, the
presence of the at least one slit 122a also in the sealed
condition of the second window means that the at least
one slit 122a is not affected or is little affected by the
passage of the second window from the sealed condition
to the open condition. This avoids damage to the at least
one slit which might result from at least partly removing
the second band 121 from the remaining part of the sec-
ond panel 12 and which might negatively affect the op-
eration of the retaining system.
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[0086] In practice, the at least one slit is present also
in the sealed condition, so as not to define the shape of
the second window in any way, thereby obtaining the
abovementioned effect.

[0087] This also has the effect of making the at least
one slit 122a independent of the shape of the second
window, hence of the shape of the second band 121 and
of the shape of the second line of weakness 120.

[0088] The slit 122a may be considered as a first slit
122a.
[0089] The second panel 12 of the container 1 of the

accompanying drawing comprises a second slit 122b,
having the same functions as the first slit 122a. The sec-
ond slit 122b, too, may be in communication with the
second window.

[0090] The second slit 122b may have one or more of
the features of the first slit 122a.

[0091] The abovementioned first sector 1101 of the
first line of weakness 110 may be a fold line or hinge line
of the first band 111. The first panel 11 is configured so
thatthe movement of the firstband 111 between the open
position and the closed position of the outlet section SU
is a rotation about the hinge line 1101.

[0092] The first band 111 comprises a front portion
111a. The front portion 111a of the first band 111 is ta-
pered towards the foldable tab 1111. That means the
transverse cross section of the front portion 111a, the
cross section being obtained by cutting the first panel 11
at right angles to the thickness of the first panel 11, be-
comes smaller as it approaches the foldable tab 1111.
The tapered portion 111a therefore narrows as it ap-
proaches the foldable tab 1111.

[0093] The tapered portion 111a of the first band 111
is tapered when viewed in plan.

[0094] The tapered portion 111a of the first band 111
is situated between the hinge line 1101 and the foldable
tab 1111.

[0095] In the sealed condition of the first window, the
front portion 111a, which is tapered towards the foldable
tab 1111, is defined and/or delimited on one side, when
viewed in plan, by a first part 1103a of the third sector
1103 of thefirstline of weakness 110 and, on the opposite
side, by a first part 1102a of the second sector 1102 of
the first line of weakness 110.

[0096] The second sector 1102 and the third sector
1103 of the first line of weakness 110 are opposite to
each other.

[0097] The first part 1103a of the third sector 1103 of
the first line of weakness 110 and the first part 1102a of
the second sector 1102 of the first line of weakness 110
are opposite to each other and convergent towards the
foldable tab 1111.

[0098] The foldable tab 1111 defines the abovemen-
tioned part of the front sector A of the outer edge B of
the firstpanel 11, which in turn coincides with the gripping
portion 1104 of the outer edge B1 of the first band 111.
[0099] The abovementioned gripping means defined
by the first panel 11 comprise the foldable tab 111.
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[0100] The first part 1102a of the second sector 1102
is connected to a first end e1 of the fold line 1111a about
which the foldable tab 1111 can be folded. The first part
1103a of the third sector 1103 is connected to a second
end e2 of the fold line 1111a about which the foldable
tab 1111 can be folded. The first end e1 and the second
end e2 are opposite to each other.

[0101] Since the perimeter B1 of the first band 111 co-
incides with the perimeter of the first window when the
first window is in the sealed condition, the first window
comprises a corresponding front tapered portion which,
in the sealed condition of the first window, is covered by
the tapered portion 111a of the first band 111.

[0102] The second band 121 also comprises a front
portion 121a. The front portion 121a of the second band
121 is tapered towards a front sector A2 of the outer edge
B2 of the second band 121. That means the transverse
cross section of the front portion 121a of the second band
121, the cross section being obtained by cutting the first
panel 11 at right angles to the thickness of the first panel
11, becomes smaller as it approaches the front sector
A2 of the outer edge B2 of the second band 121. The
tapered portion 121a of the second band 121 thus be-
comes narrower as it approaches the front sector A2 of
the outer edge B2 of the second band 121.

[0103] The tapered portion 121a of the second band
121 is tapered when viewed in plan.

[0104] The first slit 122a extends from a first end e3 of
the front sector A2 of the outer edge B2 of the second
band 121.

[0105] The second slit 122b, if provided, extends from
a second end e4 of the front sector A2 of the outer edge
B2 of the second band 121. The first end e3 and the
second end e4 of the front sector A2 of the outer edge
B2 of the second band 121 are opposite to each other.
[0106] The taper of the tapered portion 111a of the first
band 111, hence also that of the tapered portion of the
first window, makes it possible to provide the first panel
11 with a larger total area for gluing the first panel 11 and
the second panel 12 to each other.

[0107] This is evident looking at the extension of the
gluing areas G1 and G2 of Figure 3.

[0108] The taper of the tapered portion 121a of the
second band 121, hence also that of the tapered portion
of the second window, makes it possible to provide the
second panel 12 with a larger total area for gluing the
first panel 11 and the second panel 12 to each other.
[0109] This is evident looking at the extension of the
gluing areas G3 and G4 of Figure 4.

[0110] More specifically, the gluing areas G1 and G2
on the first panel 11 and the gluing areas G3 and G4 on
the second panel 12 are extended.

[0111] Figure 5 shows a partial transverse cross sec-
tion of a first variant of the first panel 11, where a first
fracture line, corresponding to the second sector 1102
of the first line of weakness 110, and a second fracture
line, corresponding to the third sector 1103 of the first
line of weakness 110, are made according to a first meth-
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od.

[0112] According to the first method, the first fracture
line 1102 and the second fracture line 1103 are each
made, for each point on its extension, by at least two cuts
and thus each comprise the atleast two cuts. The atleast
two cuts comprise a first cut T, made on a first face F1
of the first panel 11, and a second cut T2, made on a
second face F2 of the first panel 11 and offset relative to
the first cut T. The second face F2 is on the side of the
first panel 11 opposite the first face F1. This totally pre-
vents communication between the environment on the
outside the container 1 and the internal space V inside
the container 1 until the first window passes from the
sealed condition to the open condition. The first cut T and
the second cut T2 each have a depth that is smaller than
the thickness of the first panel 11.

[0113] Figure 6 shows a partial transverse cross sec-
tion of a second variant of the first panel 11, where the
first fracture line, corresponding to the second sector
1102 of the first line of weakness 110, and the second
fracture line, corresponding to the third sector 1103 of
the first line of weakness 110, are made according to a
second method. In the second method, a single cut T is
made right through the thickness of the first panel 11.
[0114] Thefirstpanel 11 andthe second panel 12 might
be glued to each other in a first gluing area G1 and a
second gluing area G2 situated, respectively, on the first
panel 11 and, respectively, at the sides of the tapered
portion 111a of the first band 111, and in a third gluing
area G3 and a fourth gluing area G4 situated, respec-
tively, on the second panel 12 and at the sides of the
tapered portion 121a of the second band 121.

[0115] Each of the respective extensions of the first
area G1 and second area G2 is made available at least
partly by the taper of the tapered portion 111a of the first
band 111. That means the extension of the first area G1
and/or the extension of the second area G2 may be made
longer thanks to the taper of the tapered portion 111a of
the first band 111.

[0116] Each of the respective extensions of the third
area G3 and fourth area G4 is made available at least
partly by the taper of the tapered portion 121a of the
second band 121. That means the extension of the third
area G3 and/or the extension of the fourth area G4 may
be made longer thanks to the taper of the tapered portion
121a of the second band 121. The abovementioned fea-
tures and/or functions of the container 1 may be consid-
ered as referred to the blank S when the blank S adopts
the abovementioned operating condition, since the blank
S, when it adopts the operating condition, forms the con-
tainer 1.

[0117] The blank may be made from atleastone sheet.
The sheet, in this case, comprises the first panel 11 and
the second panel 12. The sheet may be, for example, a
sheet made of at least one material comprising cellulose,
such as cardboard or paperboard.

[0118] Inacontainer 1 according to this disclosure, the
blank S from which the container 1 is made defines the
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structure of the container 1 and the structure defines the
internal space V of the container 1. The blank S also
defines the closing system of the container 1. The closing
system comprises the first band 111, the second band
121, the first line of weakness 110 and the second line
of weakness 120.

[0119] Through this closing system, a container 1 ac-
cording to this disclosure allows obtaining the open and
close function of the container 1 and the tamper evident
function with regard to any operating movement of the
closing system itself.

[0120] Through this closing system, a container 1 ac-
cording to this disclosure allows obtaining the open and
close function of the container 1 and can be made in less
time and/or at a lower cost compared to presently known
containers 1 with open and close function.

[0121] Through this closing system, a container 1 ac-
cording to this disclosure allows obtaining the open and
close function of the container 1, the tamper evident func-
tion with regard to any operating movement of the closing
system itself and, while offering these functions, can nev-
ertheless be made in less time and/or at a lower cost
compared to presently known containers 1 with open and
close function.

[0122] The closing system may be considered as
means for opening and closing the container 1 and the
operating movement may be considered as any action
taken on the opening and closing means.

[0123] It should be noted that the first band includes a
further tab 111b, which is partly surrounded by the tab
1111. The further tab 111b forms part of the opening and
closing means.

[0124] Thefollowing paragraphs, listedin alphanumer-
ic order for reference, are non-limiting example modes
of describing this invention.

A. A container (1) for containing at least one food
product, the container (1) comprising at least a first
panel (11) and a second panel (12) which are in a
mutually superposed condition in such a way as to
define at least one wall (P) of the container (1),
wherein:

- thefirst panel (11) defines an outer face (L1) of
the wall (P), the outer face (L1) facing towards
an environment on the outside of the container
(1)

- the second panel (12) defines an inner face (L2)
of the wall (P), the inner face (L2) facing towards
an internal space (V) inside the container (1);

- on the first panel (11) is situated at least a first
line of weakness (110) which defines a first win-
dow, the first panel (11) comprising a first band
(111) located on the first window in such a way
as to define a sealed condition of the first win-
dow;

- on the second panel (12) is situated at least a
second line of weakness (120) which defines a
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second window, the second panel (120) com-
prising a second band (121) located on the sec-
ond window in such a way as to define a sealed
condition of the second window;

- the first window may pass from the sealed con-
dition to an open condition by at least partly sep-
arating the first band (111) from the remaining
part of the first panel (11), the separation of the
first band (111) being accomplished by at least
partly breaking the first line of weakness (110);

- the second window may pass from the sealed
condition to an open condition by an at least par-
tial separation of the second band (121) from
the remaining part of the second panel (12), the
separation of the second band (121) being able
tooccur by atleast partial breaking of the second
line of weakness (120);

- the container (1) being configured so that, when
the first window and second window are in the
respective open conditions:

- the second window defines an outlet section
(SU) of the container (1) through which the at
least one food product can pass from the inner
space (V) to the outside environment;

- thefirstband (111) can be subjected to a move-
ment between an open position of the outlet sec-
tion (SU), in which the first band (111) allows
the passage, and a closed position of the outlet
section (SU), in which the first band (111) pre-
vents the passage;

- thefirst band (111) can adopt a retained condi-
tion in which the first band (121) is held by the
second panel (12) in the closed position of the
outlet section (SU);

- wherein the second panel (12) comprises at
least a first slit (122a) and the first band (111)
comprises a tab (1111) that is foldable relative
to the remaining part of the first band (111), the
first slit (122a) being designed to receive the
foldable tab (1111) in such a way as to define
the retained condition of the first band (111);

- the container is configured so that a user can
make the first window pass from the sealed con-
dition to the open condition using gripping
means of the first band (111), the gripping
means being defined by the first panel (11) and
belonging to the first band (111), the gripping
means comprising the foldable tab (1111);

wherein the first band (111), in the sealed condition
of the first window, extends up to a front sector (A)
of the outer edge (B) of the first panel (11), in such
a way that the gripping means defined by the first
panel (11) comprise a part of the front sector (A), the
part of the front sector (A) being defined by the fold-
able tab (1111);

wherein the firstband (111) comprises a front portion
(111a) which is tapered towards the part of the front
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sector (A) and therefore towards the foldable tab
(1111), the transverse cross section of the tapered
portion, at right angles to the thickness of the panel
(11), becoming smaller towards the foldable tab
(1111), so that the tapered portion (111a) narrows
towards the foldable tab (1111);

wherein the first window comprises a corresponding
tapered portion which, in the sealed condition of the
firstwindow, is covered by the tapered portion (111a)
of the first band (111).

A1.The containeraccording to paragraph A, wherein
the first line of weakness (110) comprises a first sec-
tor (1101), a second sector (1102) and a third sector
(1103), the second sector (1102) and third sector
(1103) being respective fracture lines, in such a way
that the container (1) is configured so that the sep-
aration of the first band (111) occurs by total break-
age of the second sector (1102) and the third sector
(1103), the second sector (1102) and third sector
(1103) being mutually facing; wherein, in the sealed
condition of the first window, the tapered portion
(111a) of the first band (111) is delimited in plan, on
one side, by a first part (1103a) of the third sector
(1103) and, on the opposite side, by a first part
(1102a) of the second sector (1102), the first part
(1103a) of the third sector (1103) and first part
(1102a) of the second sector (1102) being mutually
facing and converging towards the foldable tab
(1111);

wherein the taper of the tapered portion (111a) is
defined by the fracture lines.

A1.1. The container according to paragraph A1,
wherein:

- thefoldable tab (1111) is foldable relative to the
remaining part of the first band (111) around a
fold line (1111a);

- thefirst part (1102a) of the second sector (1102)
and first part (1103a) of the third sector (1103)
are connected to mutually opposite ends (e1,
e2) of the fold line (1111a).

A1.1.1. The container according to paragraph A1.1,
wherein the first panel (11) and the second panel
(12) are glued to each other in afirst gluing area (G1)
and a second gluing area (G2) situated, respectively,
on the first panel (11) and at the sides of the tapered
portion (111a) of the first band (111), and in a third
gluing area (G3) and a fourth gluing area (G4) situ-
ated, respectively, on the second panel (12) and at
the sides of the tapered portion (121a) of the second
band (121),

wherein each of the respective extensions of the first
area (G1) and second area (G2) is made available
at least partly by the taper of the tapered portion
(111a) of the first band (111);

wherein each of the respective extensions of the third
area (G3) and fourth area (G4) is made available at
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least partly by the taper of the tapered portion (121a)
of the second band (121).

A2. The container according to any one of para-
graphs from A to A1.1.1, wherein:

- the container (1) is configured so that, when the
first window is in the sealed condition, the first
line of weakness (110) coincides with an outer
edge (B1) or perimeter of the first band (111)
and the perimeter of the first window coincides
with the outer edge (B1) of the first band (111),
the first band (111) being delimited in plan by
the edge (B1) of the first band (111);

- the container (1) is configured so that, when the
second window is in the sealed condition, the
second line of weakness (120) coincides with
an outer edge (B2) or perimeter of the second
band (121) and the perimeter of the second win-
dow coincides with the perimeter or outer edge
(B2) of the second band (121), the second band
(121) being delimited in plan by the edge (B2)
of the second band (121).

A2.1. The container according to paragraph A2,
wherein:

- thesecondband (121) comprises afront portion
(121a) which is tapered towards a front sector
(A2) of the edge (B2) of the second band (121),
the transverse cross-section of the tapered por-
tion (121a) of the second band (121), at right
angles to the thickness of the panel (11), nar-
rowing towards the front sector (A2) of the edge
(B2) of the second band (121);

- the second window comprises a corresponding
tapered portion which, in the sealed condition of
the second window, is covered by the tapered
portion (121a) of the second band (121);

- thefirst slit (122a) extends from a first end (e3)
of the front sector (A2) of the edge (B2) of the
second band (121).

A2.1.1. The container (1) according to paragraph
A2.1 wherein each of the fracture lines is made, in
a transverse cross section, by at least a first cut (T)
made starting from a first face (F1) of the first panel
(11)and a second cut (T2) made starting from a sec-
ond face (F2) of the second panel (12), the first face
(F1) facing the opposite side of the first panel (11)
with respect to the second face (F2) of the first panel
(11) and the first cut (T) and the second cut (T2)
having a depth less than the thickness of the first
panel (11), each of the cuts (T, T2) being shifted or
offset with respect to the other of the first cut (T) and
second cut (T2).

A3. The container (1) according to one or more of
paragraphs A to A2.1, wherein the first band (111)
and the second band (121) are mutually opposite, in
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such a way that the passage of the first window from
the sealed condition to the open condition of the first
window, by the separation of the first band (111),
allows a user to access the second band (121) so
as to cause, by separation of the second band (121),
the passage also of the second window from the
sealed condition to the open condition.

A4. The container (1) according to one or more of
paragraphs A to A3, wherein the second panel (12)
is configured so that, when the second window
adopts the open condition, the atleast one slit (122a)
is in communication with the second window.

A5. The container (1) according to one or more of
paragraphs A to A4, wherein the first sector (1101)
of the first line of weakness (110) is a hinge line, so
that the blank (1) is configured in such a way that
the movement of the first band (111) is a rotation
around the first sector (1101).

AB6. The container (1) according to one or more of
paragraphs Ato A5, wherein the second line of weak-
ness (120) is a fracture line, so that the blank is con-
figured in such a way that the separation of the sec-
ond band (121) is a total separation of the second
band (121) relative to the remaining part of the sec-
ond panel (12) and occurs by total breaking of the
second line of weakness (120).

A7. Ablank (S) for making a container (1) according
to one or more of paragraphs A to A6, wherein the
blank (S) comprises the first panel (11) and the sec-
ond panel (12) according to any one of the preceding
claims and is configured for making a container (1)
according to any one of the preceding paragraphs
by folding the blank (S).

B. A container (1) for containing a product, compris-
ing a first panel (11) and a second panel (12) which
are mutually superposed to define a wall (P) of the
container (1), wherein the first panel (11) faces to-
wards an environmenton the outside of the container
(1) and the second panel (12) faces towards an in-
ternal space (V) inside the container (1),

the first panel (11) including a first band (111) and a
first line of weakness (110) which at least partly de-
limits the first band (110), the second panel (12) in-
cluding a second band (121) and a second line of
weakness (120) which atleast partly delimits the sec-
ond band (121),

wherein the first line of weakness (110) and the sec-
ond line of weakness (120) are tearable to bring the
container from a sealed configuration, where the first
band (111) is joined to a remaining part of the first
panel (11) along the first line of weakness (110) and
the second band (121) is joined to a remaining part
of the second panel (12) along the second line of
weakness (120), to an open configuration, where the
firstband (111) is separated from the remaining part
of the first panel (11) along the first line of weakness
(110) to define a first window in the first panel (11),
and the second band (121) is separated from the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

12

remaining part of the second panel (12) along the
second line of weakness (120) to define a second
window in the second panel (12), wherein the first
window faces the second window to form a through
section (SU) allowing the product to pass from the
internal space (V) to the outside environment,
wherein, when the container (1) is in the open con-
figuration, the first band (111) can be tilted between
a raised position, where it is raised relative to the
remaining part of the first panel (11) to allow the prod-
uct to pass through the through section (SU), and a
lowered position, where it covers the second window
to prevent the product from passing through the
through section (SU).

B1. The container according to paragraph B, where-
in, in the sealed configuration, the first line of weak-
ness (110) is tearable independently of the second
line of weakness (120).

B1.1. The container according to paragraph B1, the
container (1) being positionable in an intermediate
configuration, wherein the first line of weakness
(110) is torn and the second line of weakness (120)
is not torn, so the first band (111) is at least partly
separated from the remaining part of the first panel
(11) along the first line of weakness (110) and the
second band (121) is joined to the remaining part of
the second panel (12) along the second line of weak-
ness.

B2. The container according to any one of para-
graphs from B to B1.1, wherein the first panel (11)
includes a first face (F1) and a second face (F2),
opposite to the first face (F1), wherein, in the sealed
configuration, the first panel (11) has a first cut (T)
on the first face (F1) and a second cut (T2) on the
second face (F2), wherein the first cut (T) and the
second cut (T2) each have a depth that is smaller
than the thickness of the first panel (11), and wherein
the first cut (T) and the second cut (T2) define the
first line of weakness (110).

B2.1. The container according to paragraph B2,
wherein the first cut (T) is offset relative to the second
cut (T2) in a plane parallel to the first panel.

Claims

A container (1) for containing a product, comprising
a first panel (11) and a second panel (12) which are
mutually superposed to define a wall (P) of the con-
tainer (1), wherein the first panel (11) faces towards
an environment on the outside of the container (1)
and the second panel (12) faces towards an internal
space (V) inside the container (1),

the first panel (11) including a first band (111) and a
first line of weakness (110) which at least partly de-
limits the first band (110), the second panel (12) in-
cluding a second band (121) and a second line of
weakness (120) which atleast partly delimits the sec-
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ond band (121), wherein the firstband (111) and the
second band (121) are mutually superposed,
wherein the first line of weakness (110) and the sec-
ond line of weakness (120) are tearable to bring the
container from a sealed configuration, where the first
band (111) is joined to a remaining part of the first
panel (11) along the first line of weakness (110) and
the second band (121) is joined to a remaining part
of the second panel (12) along the second line of
weakness (120), to an open configuration, where the
firstband (111) is separated from the remaining part
of the first panel (11) along the first line of weakness
(110) to define a first window in the first panel (11),
and the second band (121) is separated from the
remaining part of the second panel (12) along the
second line of weakness (120) to define a second
window in the second panel (12), wherein the first
window faces the second window to form a through
section (SU) allowing the product to pass from the
internal space (V) to the outside environment,
wherein, when the container (1) is in the open con-
figuration, the first band (111) can be tilted between
a raised position, where it is raised relative to the
remaining partof the first panel (11) to allow the prod-
uct to pass through the through section (SU), and a
lowered position, where it covers the second window
to prevent the product from passing through the
through section (SU),

characterized in that, in the sealed configuration,
the first line of weakness (110) is tearable independ-
ently of the second line of weakness (120).

The container (1) according to claim 1, the container
(1) being positionable in an intermediate configura-
tion, where the first line of weakness (110) is torn
and the second line of weakness (120) is not torn,
sothatthefirstband (111)is atleast partly separated
from the remaining part of the first panel (11) along
the first line of weakness (110) and the second band
(121) is joined to the remaining part of the second
panel (12) along the second line of weakness (120).

The container (1) according to claim 2, wherein the
first panel (11) is glued to the second panel (12) in
a gluing area (G1) situated in the remaining part of
the first panel (11) on the outside of the first band
(111) and in the remaining part of the second panel
(12) on the outside of the second band (121).

The container (1) according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the first panel (11) includes
a first face (F1) and a second face (F2), opposite to
the first face (F1), wherein, in the sealed configura-
tion, the first panel (11) has a first cut (T) on the first
face (F1) and a second cut (T2) on the second face
(F2), wherein the first cut (T) and the second cut (T2)
each have a depth that is smaller than the thickness
of the first panel (11), and wherein the first cut (T)

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

13

EP 3 736 222 A1

10.

1.

24

and the second cut (T2) define the first line of weak-
ness (110).

The container (1) according to claim 4, wherein the
first cut (T) is offset relative to the second cut (T2) in
a plane parallel to the first panel (11).

The container (1) according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the first band (111) includes
atab (1111) that is foldable relative to the remaining
part of the first band (111) along a fold line (111a)
and the second panel (12) includes a slit (122a), the
tab (1111) being insertable into the slit (122a) and
held in place by the second panel (12) when the first
band (111) is at the lowered position.

The container (1) according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein first band (111) is stably con-
nected to the remaining part of the first panel (11) at
a fold line (1101) so that in the open configuration of
the container (1), the first band (111) is tiltable about
the fold line (1101) between the raised position and
the lowered position.

The container (1) according to claim 7, wherein the
first band (111) has a further cut, which extends into
the tab (111a), wherein the further cut has a first and
a second end, positioned on the fold line (111a) of
the tab (1111), so that said cut defines a further tab
(111b), also foldable along the fold line (111a) of the
tab (1111) independently of the tab (1111), wherein,
in the closed position of the first band (111), where
the tab (1111) is held in the slit (122a), the further
tab (111b) protrudes from the slit (122a) and can be
gripped by a user.

The container (1) according to claim 8, wherein the
fold line (1101) is situated on a first side of the first
band (111) and wherein the first line of weakness
(110) includes a first portion (1102) and a second
portion (1103), situated on a second side and on a
third side of the first band (111), opposite to each
other and connected to the first side, and wherein
the tab (1111) is situated on a fourth side of the first
band (111), opposite to the first side and connected
to the second and third sides.

The container (1) according to claim 9, wherein the
first portion (1102) and the second portion (1103) of
the first line of weakness (110) are convergent to-
wards the tab (1111) so the first band (111) has a
tapered shape.

A blank (S) of paper or cardboard for making con-
tainer (1) according to any one of the preceding
claims, wherein the blank (S) includes at least a first
pane to form the first panel (11) and a second pane
to form the second panel (12).
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A method for opening a container (1), wherein the
container (1) comprises a first panel (11) and a sec-
ond panel (12) which are mutually superposed to
define a wall (P) of the container (1), wherein the first
panel (11) faces towards an environment on the out-
side of the container (1) and the second panel (12)
faces towards an internal space (V) inside the con-
tainer,

the first panel (11) including a first band (111) and a
first line of weakness (110) which at least partly de-
limits the first band (110), the second panel (12) in-
cluding a second band (121) and a second line of
weakness (120) which atleast partly delimits the sec-
ond band (121), wherein the firstband (111) includes
atab (1111) that is foldable relative to the remaining
part of the first band (111), and the second panel
(12) includes a slit (122a), wherein the method com-
prises a step of tearing the first line of weakness
(110) by raising the first band (111) relative to the
remaining part of the first panel (11), so as to open
a first window in the first panel (11),

the method being characterized in that it compris-
es, after the step of tearing the first line of weakness
(110), a step of accessing the second band (121)
through the first window and tearing the second line
of weakness (120), so as to open a second window
in the second panel (12).

The method according to claim 12, wherein the first
band (111) includes a tab (1111) that is foldable rel-
ative to the remaining part of the first band (111)
along a fold line (111a) and the second panel (12)
includes a slit (122a), wherein the method comprises
a step of reclosing the container (1), including mov-
ing the first band (111) from the raised position rel-
ative to the remaining part of the first panel (11), to
a lowered position, where it covers the second win-
dow to prevent the product from passing through the
through section, and inserting the tab (1111) into the
slit (122a) to hold the first band (111) in the lowered
position.

The method according to claim 12 or 13, wherein,
prior to tearing the first line of weakness (110), the
first panel (11) has a first cut (T) on a first face (F1)
and a second cut (T2) on the second face (F2), op-
posite to the first face, wherein the first cut (T) and
the second cut (T2) each have a depth thatis smaller
than the thickness of the first panel (11), and wherein
the step of tearing the first line of weakness (110)
starts from the first cut (T) and the second cut (T2).

The method according to any one of claims 12 to 14,
wherein first band (111) is stably connected to the
remaining part of the first panel (11) at a fold line
(1101) so that raising the first band (111) causes it
to rotate about the fold line (1101).
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