EP 3 738 899 A1

(19)

Europdisches
Patentamt

European
Patent Office

9

Office européen

des breves (11) EP 3 738 899 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION
(43) Date of publication: (51) IntCl.:

18.11.2020 Bulletin 2020/47 B65D 21/02 (200607 B65D 71/50 (200607
(21) Application number: 19175213.8
(22) Date of filing: 17.05.2019
(84) Designated Contracting States: (72) Inventors:

AL AT BE BG CH CY CZDE DK EE ES FI FR GB * Black, Paul

GRHRHUIEISITLILT LULV MC MK MT NL NO
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR

Designated Extension States:

BA ME

Designated Validation States:

KH MA MD TN

(71) Applicant: JT International S.A.
1202 Geneva (CH)

(74)

54338 Schweich (DE)
Cremer, Markus
54329 Konz (DE)

Representative: Hannke, Christian
Hannke Bittner & Partner

Patent- und Rechtsanwilte mbB
FirmungstraBe 4-6

56068 Koblenz (DE)

(54)

(567)  The presentinvention relates to a Container for
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tacles and at least one connector, with which a bottom
side of a first receptacle is detachably connectable to a
top side of a second receptacle. The present invention
also relates to a Method for connecting at least two clos-
able receptacles with one connector, with which the bot-
tom side of the first receptacle is detachably connected
to the top side of the second receptacle. The first closable
receptacle having a top side with a closable top side
opening, a bottom side and at least one lateral face en-
closing afirstinner cavity, in which a first tobacco product
or tobacco accessory is storable. The second closable
receptacle having a top side with a top side opening, a
bottom side and at least one lateral face enclosing a sec-
ond inner cavity, in which a second tobacco product or
tobacco accessory is storable.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a container for
tobacco products comprising at least two closable recep-
tacles and at least one connector, with which the bottom
side of a first receptacle is detachably connectable to the
top side of a second receptacle. The present invention
also relates to a method for connecting at least two clos-
able receptacles with one connector, with which the bot-
tom side of the first receptacle is detachably connected
to the top side of the second receptacle.

[0002] Many smokers like to make their own cigarettes
by wrapping a rectangular sheet of cigarette wrapping
paper of the length of the cigarette around loose tobacco
and preferably a filter or by stuffing loose tobacco into
tubes. While those sheets and tubes are generally pre-
sented in cardboard boxes, the loose tobacco is supplied
in tins or pouch-style containers.

[0003] If the tobacco is stored in a pouch, the tobacco
begins to lose moisture and dry out, once the pouch is
opened. As for making a cigarette a consumer needs
both tobacco and cigarette papers or tubes respectively
and preferably filters they tend to store papers/tubes
and/or filters together with the loose tobacco within in the
pouch or another container in order to prevent misplacing
one of these constituents. However, if papers/tubes
and/or filters are placed together with the tobacco within
the same receptacle, the relatively high moisture level in
tobacco can cause the paper material to become damp,
making it impossible to use. The paper material can also
become mixed up with the tobacco and may be hard to
find when required.

[0004] Dual compartment containers
(W02017208154A1) or kits for handmade cigarettes
comprising at least two compartments/receptacles, with
one filled with tobacco and one filled with papers/tubes
are therefore very common. However, with a dual con-
tainer only one compartmentcan be used ata time. Thus,
mostly, tobacco and paper/tubes are sold as separate
items in different pack types. These pack types are con-
nected via wrapper and cannot be re-attached once sep-
arated, even if connected with shrinking foil or tape.
[0005] Theobjective oftheinvention is therefore to pro-
vide connected receptacles that are easy to separate and
re-connect either by the user or by machines so that the
paper/tubes and the loose tobacco can be sold as one
package, which is detachable and re-connectable multi-
ple times.

[0006] The afore-mentioned problems are eliminated
by a container for tobacco products comprising at least
a first and a second closable receptacle. The first recep-
tacle may have a top side with a closable top side open-
ing, a bottom side and at least one lateral face enclosing
a first inner cavity, in which a first tobacco product or
tobacco accessory is storable. The second closable re-
ceptacle may have a top side with a top side opening, a
bottom side and at least one lateral face enclosing a sec-
ond inner cavity, in which a second tobacco product or
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tobacco accessory is storable. The container further
comprises at least one connector, with which the bottom
side of the first receptacle is detachably connectable to
the top side of the second receptacle. It is possible, that
the receptacles are connected via a friction lock to the
connector, i.e. the receptacles are detachably connected
to the connector by means of friction/friction force. There-
fore, preferably the receptacles and the connector and/or
the corresponding parts of the receptacles and the cor-
responding parts of the connector are in direct contact
with each other. The connector allows the sale and stor-
age of the two receptacles connected to each other.
Thus, the paper/tubes and the tobacco are connected so
that a misplacement of one of these constituents is un-
likely. Moreover, during automatic production and pack-
aging of the receptacles the system just needs to putone
connector on the top side of one receptacle and another
receptacle on the connector. Preferably, the longitudinal
axis of the container is similar or at least in parallel with
the longitudinal axis of the connector and vice versa. Fur-
thermore, the transverse axis of the container corre-
sponds to the transverse axis of the connector and vice
versa.

[0007] In a preferred embodiment, the connector is a
ferrule, having a longitudinal axis which is arranged per-
pendicularly to the surface of the bottom or top side of
the receptacles, wherein the ferrule is slidable over a
lower region of the lateral face adjacent to the bottom
side of the first receptacle along a longitudinal axis of the
container. A ferrule is the preferred form to connect re-
ceptacles, as with a hole in the middle of the connector,
the connector can be easily attached to or detached from
areceptacle. Moreover, when the ferrule is slidable over
a lower region of the lateral face adjacent to the bottom
face of the first receptacle, the ferrule can be moved with
respect to the first receptacle instead of being fixedly at-
tached to it. It is also possible that the connector is de-
signed as a lid compatible to one of the receptacles
and/or as any other form with a functionality compatible
to a connection system of at least two receptacles.
[0008] In a preferred embodiment, the second recep-
tacle comprises a detachable lid to which the ferrule is
firmly attached. This is advantageous, because the fer-
rule extends a gripping surface of the lid so that a user
(or machine) can open the receptacle by gripping the
larger (compared to the lid) ferrule. Preferably the ferrule
is firmly, but also detachably attached to the lid of the
second receptacle. The ferrule would then be reusable
and can be used together with other receptacles and/or
lids. Itis also possible that the lid of the second receptacle
and the ferrule are glued or welded, minimizing the risk
to misplace one of them or to break one of them by trying
to detach them. Moreover, it is possible that the ferrule
and the lid of the second receptacle are formed as one-
piece, which reduces the number of required production
steps.

[0009] Inapreferred embodiment, the ferrule compris-
es at least one lateral circumferential groove in which a
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matching tongue of the first and/or second receptacle is
engageable. Preferentially, the groove is arranged at an
inner section of the ferrule and the tongue is positioned
at the bottom side of the first receptacle and/or the top
side of the second receptacle. It is also possible that the
groove and/or tongue is partially interrupted. A system
with a groove and a tongue allows a fixed attachment of
the ferrule and the first and/or second receptacle. Either
the ferrule or the first and/or second receptacle can be
fixed by simply pressing one of them onto the other.
[0010] In a preferred embodiment, the ferrule, having
a tongue substantially perpendicular to its longitudinal
axis and/or substantially parallel to the transverse axis,
is firmly attached to the bottom side of the first receptacle
and the lid of the second receptacle comprises a match-
ing groove in which the tongue of the ferrule is engage-
able. Preferably, the tongue is arranged at an inner face
of arim of the ferrule and/or its inner section. Itis possible
that the matching groove is positioned at the lateral sec-
tion or the top face of a lid of the second receptacle,
wherein the groove 9 is positioned within and circumfer-
entially encloses the lateral section ofthe lid of the second
receptacle. When the tongue of the ferrule is arranged
parallel to its longitudinal axis, the matching groove of
the lid can hold the ferrule simply by pressing the tongue
intothe lid. Itis also possible, that the groove is positioned
within the lateral face of the receptacle. This is advanta-
geous in the case the ferrule is firmly attached to the lid
of the second receptacle.

[0011] In a preferred embodiment, a face of a rim of
the ferrule is tapering at least towards an upper and/or a
lower edge of the ferrule forming an inner face of the
upper edge of the ferrule, wherein an angle of the inner
face to the longitudinal axis of the ferrule of between 90°
and 160°, preferred between 90° and 150°, more pre-
ferred between 110° and 130°. With a tapering face the
receptacles can easily be inserted into the ferrule.
[0012] In a preferred embodiment, the first and/or sec-
ond receptacle is detachably connectable to the connec-
tor via a screw thread. A screw thread provides a useful
and strong connection, with which the first and/or second
receptacle can be fixed to the connector. The user just
needs to screw to properly lock the receptacles and the
connector. Preferably the screw thread is a lug cap sys-
tem, which could be easier to screw compared to a con-
ventional screw thread.

[0013] In another preferred embodiment, the first
and/or second receptacle is detachably connectable to
the connector via a bayonet mount. A bayonet mount or
rather a bayonet system allows the fixation of the con-
nector without screwing by means of multiple rotations
and just requires a part rotation.

[0014] In a preferred embodiment, the container com-
prises at least one compartment confined by the bottom
side of the first receptacle, the top side of the second
receptacle and a lateral area of the ferrule. The additional
compartment can be used as space for e.g. some notes
and/or a booklet and/or wrapping paper.
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[0015] In a preferred embodiment, the receptacles
have the same transversal cross-section. That way the
production can be facilitated because of just one produc-
tion line is needed to produce both receptacles.

[0016] In another preferred embodiment, the recepta-
cles have a cylindrical shape. A cylindrical shape is easy
to grab.

[0017] In a preferred embodiment, the receptacles

have a cuboid shape, preferably with sharp or rounded
edges. That way the container provides flat surfaces,
which are useful to show Information. Moreover, an edgy
tongue of areceptacle can hook into a compatible groove
of the connector, which provides a very strong connection
[0018] It is conceivable, that the container comprises
at least two receptacles having different shapes, e.g. cy-
lindrical and cuboid.

[0019] Itis further conceivable, that a shape of the con-
nector and/or the ferrule is matched to the shape of the
respective receptacle. Particularly preferably, the upper
rim section and the lower rim section of the rim of the
connector and/or the ferrule are matched to the lower
region of the lateral face of the first receptacle adjacent
to the bottom side of the first receptacle or to the lateral
section of the lid of the second receptacle, respectively.
[0020] In another preferred embodiment, the recepta-
cles have different transversal cross-sections. If one re-
ceptacle is smaller than the other, material can be saved
in the production.

[0021] In a preferred embodiment, the container com-
prises more than two receptacles and more than one
connector with which the bottom side of the receptacles,
with exception of the last receptacle, is detachably con-
nectable to the top side of the adjacent receptacle, which
is arranged adjacent to the bottom side of the respective
receptacle. A container with more than two receptacles
allows a consumer to store more than two tobacco arti-
cles at the same place without the risk to misplace one
of the them, e.g. storing loose tobacco together with
wrapping paper and filters and perhaps also semi-made
cigarettes consisting of a tobacco rod wrapped in paper
or two different sorts of tobacco together with tubes.
[0022] The objective of the present invention is also
achieved by a method for connecting at least a first and
a second closable receptacle of a container for tobacco
products. The method comprises the steps:

a) Providing the at least first and second closable
receptacle and a connector;

b) Connecting the at least first and second closable
receptacle by means of the connector;

wherein each of the receptacles has a top side with a
closable top side opening, a bottom side and at leastone
lateral face enclosing a first inner cavity, in which a first
tobacco product or tobacco accessory is storable. The
bottom side of the first receptacle is detachably connect-
ed to the top side of the second receptacle by the con-
nector. During automatic production and packaging of
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the receptacles the systemjust need to put one connector
on the top side of one receptacle and another receptacle
on the connector. That way the use of shrinking foil is
unnecessary so that the foil material can be saved.
[0023] Disclosures and descriptions according to fea-
tures of the container shall be disclosed and apply mutatis
mutandis to the method and vice versa.
[0024] Further advantages, objectives and features of
the present invention will be described, by way of exam-
ple only, in the following description with reference to the
appended figures. In the figures, like components in dif-
ferent embodiments can exhibit the same reference sym-
bols.
[0025] The figures show:

a schematic view of constituents of a con-

tainer for tobacco products according to an

embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 1

Fig. 2 adetailed view of the container with the con-
nector mounted on the second receptacle
according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

Fig. 3a-d  detailed cross-sectional views of connec-
tions of the connector and a receptacle ac-
cording to embodiments of the present in-
vention.

[0026] In Figure 1 a schematic view of constituents of
a cylindrically shaped container 1 for tobacco products
according to an embodiment of the invention is shown.
The container 1 comprises a first closable receptacle 2,
a second closable receptacle 3 and a connector 4, which
is formed as a ferrule 4a. While the first closable recep-
tacle 2is arranged at the upper section 1a of the container
1, the second closable receptacle 3 is positioned in the
lower section 1c of the container 1. The connector 4 is
located in the middle section 1b of the container 1.
[0027] The first 2 and the second closable receptacle
3 are both cylindrically shaped, concentrically arranged
around the longitudinal axis 5 of the container 1, each of
the closable receptacles 2, 3 comprises a top side 2a,
3a, a closable top side opening 2b, 3b, a bottom side 2c,
3c, a lateral face 2d, 3d, and a lid 2e, 3e, respectively.
With their bottom sides 2c, 3c and top sides 2a, 3a, the
receptacles 2, 3 are positioned parallel to each other,
wherein in a mounted state the bottom side 2c¢ of the first
receptacle 2 is arranged spaced to the top side 3a of the
second receptacle 2.

[0028] The lids 2e, 3e comprise a top face 2e1, 3e1
and a lateral section 2e2, 3e2. The lids 2e, 3e are ar-
ranged at the top sides 2a, 3a of the receptacles 2, 3 and
form a closure of the closable top side openings 2b, 3b,
wherein the top face of the lids 2e1, 3e1 are positioned
parallel to the closable top side openings 2b, 3b and per-
pendicular to the longitudinal axis 5 of the container 1.
Additionally, the lids 2e, 3e circumferentially enclose a
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part of the lateral sides 2d, 3d adjacent to the top side
2a, 3a of the receptacles 2, 3.

[0029] Further, thelids 2e, 3e are preferably complete-
ly detachable fromthe receptacles 2, 3and form a closure
of the closable top side openings 2b, 3b. Preferentially,
the receptacles 2, 3 are made of carton, metal, plastic
and/or another synthetic material, wherein one and/or
both receptacles 2, 3 can have a transparent section con-
stituting a window of the respective receptacle 2,3 to
show what's inside.

[0030] The ferrule 4a is positioned between the first 2
and the second closable receptacle 3 and connects them
in a mounted state, wherein the ferrule 4a comprises a
transverse axis 5a, which is arranged parallel to the bot-
tom sides 2c, 3c and the top sides 2a, 3a and perpen-
dicular to the longitudinal axis 5 of the container and the
lateral faces 2d, 3d. Further, the ferrule 4a preferably
comprises an upper rim section 4b and a lower rim sec-
tion 4c, wherein in a mounted state the upper rim section
4b circumferentially encloses a part of the lateral side 2d
adjacent to the bottom side 2c of the first receptacle 2
and the lower rim section 4c circumferentially encloses
a part of the lateral side 3d adjacent to the top side 3a of
the second receptacle 3 and/or the lateral section 3e2 of
the lid 3e. Preferentially, the transversal cross section of
the upper rim section 4b is smaller than the transversal
cross section of the lower rim section 4c¢, which circum-
ferentially encloses the lateral section 3e2 of the lid 3e
of the second receptacle 3. The ferrule 4a also comprises
a lateral area 13 that includes at least an outer surface
of the inner section 4d1, an inner face of the upper rim
section 4b1, an inner face of the lower rim section 4c1,
and/or an upper 4d2 and a lower 4d3 surface of an inner
section 4d.

[0031] Figure 2 shows a detailed view of the container
1 with the connector 4 mounted on the second receptacle
3. A compartment 12 is confined by the bottom side 2c
of the first receptacle 2, the top side 3a or the top face
3e1 of the lid 3e of the second receptacle 3 and the lateral
area 13 of the ferrule 4a as well as the outer surface 4d1
of the inner section 4d of the connector 4. The connector
4 or rather the ferrule 4a is firmly attached to the lid 3e
and covers a part of the top face 3e1 adjacent to the
lateral section 3e2 as well as a part of the lateral section
3e2 adjacent to the top face 3e1.

[0032] The ferrule 4a further comprises a lateral cir-
cumferential groove 6 located within an inner section 4d
of the ferrule 4a. The groove 6 is located between an
inner face 4b1, 4c1 of a rim 4e and the outer surface 4d1
of the inner section 4d of the connector 4, wherein the
groove 6 spaced to the outer surface 4d1 of an inner
section 4d as well as to the inner surface of the rim 4e.
[0033] The rim 4e comprises the upper 4b and lower
4c rim section. The groove 6 comprises an inner wall 6a
and an outer wall 6b that are spaced from anotherin such
a way that a tongue 7, which is arranged at the bottom
side of the first receptacle 2 is form-fittingly engageable
in the groove 6, wherein the lower rim section 4c circum-
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ferentially encloses the lateral section of the lid 3e2 of
the second receptacle 3. Further the groove 6 is spaced
to the outer surface 4d1 of an inner section 4d in such a
way that the first receptacle 2 with its bottom side 2¢ and
its tongue 7 fits into the upper 4b rim section.

[0034] Figures 3a-d show detailed cross-sectional
views along the longitudinal axis of the container 5 and
perpendicular to the transverse axis 5a of different pos-
sible connections of the connector and at least two re-
ceptacles according to embodiments of the present in-
vention. Although Figures 3a-d show one connection
and/or feature according to different embodiments of the
invention, a combination of different connections and/or
features of the embodiments is also possible, e.g. the
connector 4 is connected to the first receptacle 2 through
connection shown in fig. 3a, while at the same time it is
connected to the second receptacle 3 through connection
shown in fig. 3b. It is also possible, that the connection
features shown in Figure 3 are positioned on just one or
several receptacles adjacent to the bottom sides and/or
the lid or top sides or rather lateral faces.

[0035] While the inner section 4d covers a part of the
top face 3e1 adjacent to the lateral section 3e2, the lower
rim section 4c circumferentially covers the lateral section
3e2 adjacent to the top face 3e1. The bottom side 2c of
the first receptacle 2 is arranged above an upper surface
4d2 of the inner section 4d with respect to the longitudinal
axis 5 of the container 1, wherein the top face 3e1 of the
lid 3e of the second closable receptacle 3 is arranged
below a lower surface 4d3 of the inner section 4d with
respect to the longitudinal axis 5 of the container 1. Fur-
ther, the inner face 4b1 of the upper rim section 4b and
the lateral face 2d of the first closable 2 receptacle are
arranged against/facing each other, whereby, the inner
face 4c1 of the lower rim section 4c¢ and the lateral face
2e3 of the second closable receptacle 3 are arranged
against/facing each other.

[0036] In Figure 3a the connection of the ferrule 4a to
two receptacles with different transversal cross sections
2f, 3fis shown. The first receptacle 2 has a cross section
2f, which is smaller compared to the cross section 3f of
the second receptacle 3. The diameter of the upper rim
section 4b is smaller than the diameter of the lower rim
section 4c so that the first receptacle 2 with its smaller
cross section 2f (compared to 3f) fits into the upper rim
section 4b and the second receptacle 3 with its larger
cross section 3f (compared to 2f) fits into the lower rim
section 4c.

[0037] The groove 6 is positioned within the inner sec-
tion 4d, spaced to the rim 4e and with its opening directed
to the bottom side 2c of the first 2 receptacle. In a mounted
state the tongue 7 of the first receptacle 2 is clasped in
the groove 6 of the ferrule 4a, whereby the tongue 7 is
arranged at the bottom side 2c of the first receptacle 2
and directed to the upper surface 4d2 of the inner section
4d of the ferrule 4a.

[0038] Preferably, the thickness of the rim 4e of the
ferrule 4a is tapering at the upper edge 14 of the ferrule
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4a forming an inner face 15 of the upper edge 14 of the
ferrule 4a. The inner face 15 forms an angle 16 to the
transverse axis 5a of the ferrule 4a of between 90° and
160°, preferred between 90° and 150°, more preferred
between 110° and 130°.

[0039] InFigure 3b another groove-tongue connection
according to an embodiment of the invention is shown.
Atongue 8 is arranged at the inner face 4c¢1 of the lower
rim section 4c and parallel to the transverse axis 5a of
the ferrule 4a. In a mounted state, the tongue 8 is hooked
in a groove 9 of the lid 3e of the second receptacle 3,
wherein the groove 9 is positioned within and circumfer-
entially encloses the lateral section 3e2 of the lid 3e of
the second receptacle 3. The opening of the groove 9 is
directed to the inner face 4c1 of the lower rim section 4c.
[0040] In Figure 3c a screw thread connection accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention is shown. An ex-
ternal thread 17 is positioned at the inner face 4c1 of the
lower rim section 4c with its crests 17a directed to the
lateral area 13 or rather to the roots 18a of an internal
thread 18 in a mounted state. The crests 17a and the
roots 18a are helically arranged in such a way that they
mesh when the connector 4 is mounted. An internal
thread 18 is positioned at the lateral section 3e2 of the
lid 3e of the second 3 closable receptacle, with its roots
helically arranged around the lateral section 3e2 of the
lid 3e of the second closable receptacle 3. Preferably,
the screw thread is formed as a trapezoidal thread, a
cone/tapered thread and/or a round thread.

[0041] In Figure 3d a bayonet connection according to
an embodiment of the invention is shown. At least two
pins 19 (one is not shown in Figure 3d) are located at the
lateral section 3e2 of the lid of the second closable re-
ceptacle 3 and directed to the connector 4 with respect
to its transverse axis 5a. Preferably the pins 19 are ar-
ranged at the lateral section 3e2 opposing each other.
Preferably, the pins 19 are radially shaped. Further, the
pins 19 have a front face 19a, which has a concave, con-
vex or flat shape. At least two L-like-shaped slots 20 are
positioned in the lower rim section 4c of the connector 4
with a first segment 20a opening at the lower edge 21 of
the connector 4 and extending substantially in the longi-
tudinal axis 5 of the container 1 and a second segment
20b, connected to the first segment 20a and extending
from the first segment 20a in another direction, preferably
substantially perpendicular to the longitudinal axis 5 of
the container 1. Preferable, the first 20a and the second
segment 20b form an angle 22 of between 90° and 20°,
preferred between 90 and 45°, more preferred between
90° and 70°. The L-like-shaped slots 20 are arranged in
such a way that the pins 19 positioned at the lid 3e are
slidable through an opening 20c of the first segment 20a
and the second segment 20b by pushing and/or rotating
the connector onto a receptacle.

[0042] The features and descriptions according of the
different embodiments of the present invention shown in
Figures 1,2 and 3a-d shall be disclosed and apply mutatis
mutandis to each of the other embodiments.
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List of reference symbols

Container

Upper section of the container

Middle section of the container

Lower section of the container

First closable receptacle

Top side of the first closable receptacle
Closable top side opening of the first closable
receptacle

Bottom side of the first closable receptacle
Lateral face of the first closable receptacle

Lid of the of the first closable receptacle

Top face of the lid of the first closable receptacle
Lateral section of the lid of the first closable re-
ceptacle

Lateral face of the lid of the first closable recep-
tacle

Cross section of the first closable receptacle
Second closable receptacle

Top side of the second closable receptacle
Closable top side opening of the second closable
receptacle

Bottom side of the second closable receptacle
Lateral face of the second closable receptacle
Lid of the second closable receptacle

Top face of the lid of the second closable recep-
tacle

Lateral section of the lid of the second closable
receptacle

Cross section of the second closable receptacle
Connector

Ferrule

Upper rim section

Inner face of the upper rim section

Lower rim section

Inner face of the lower rim section

Inner section

Outer surface of the inner section

Upper surface of the inner section

Lower surface of the inner section

Rim of the connector

Longitudinal axis

Transverse axis

groove of the connector

Inner wall of the groove of the connector

Outer wall of the groove of the connector
Tongue of the first and/or second receptacle
Tongue of the ferrule

groove of the lid of the second receptacle
Screw thread

Bayonet mount

Compartment

Lateral area of the ferrule

Upper edge of the ferrule

Inner face of the upper edge of the ferrule
Angle between the inner face of the upper edge
and the longitudinal axis of the connector.
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10

17. External thread

17a.  Crests of the external thread

18. Internal thread

18a. roots of the internal thread

19. Pins

19a.  Front face of the pins

20. L-like-shaped slots

20a. first segment

20b.  second segment

20c.  Opening of the first segment

21. Lower edge of the ferrule

22. Angle between first and second segment
Claims

1. Container (1) for tobacco products wherein the Con-

tainer (1) comprises at least a first closable recepta-
cle (2) having a top side (2a) with a closable top side
opening (2b), a bottom side (2c) and at least one
lateralface (2d) enclosing afirstinner cavity, in which
a first tobacco product or tobacco accessory is stor-
able, and at least a second closable receptacle (3)
having a top side (3a) with a top side opening (3b),
a bottom side (3c) and at least one lateral face (3d)
enclosing a second inner cavity, in which a second
tobacco product or tobacco accessory is storable,
characterized in that,

the container (1) further comprises at least one con-
nector (4), with which the bottom side (2c) of the first
receptacle is detachably connectable to the top side
(3a) of the second receptacle.

Container (1) fortobacco products according to claim
1,

characterized in that,

the connector (4) is a ferrule (4a), having a longitu-
dinal axis (5) which is arranged perpendicularly to
the surface of the bottom (2c, 3c) or top side (2b, 3b)
of the receptacles (2, 3), wherein the ferrule (4a) is
slidable over a lower region of the lateral face (2d)
adjacentto the bottom side (2c) of the firstreceptacle

).

Container (1) fortobacco products according to claim
2,

characterized in that,

the second receptacle (3) comprises a detachable
lid (3e) to which the ferrule (4a) is firmly attached.

Container (1) fortobacco products according to claim
2o0r3,

characterized in that,

the ferrule (4a) comprises at least one lateral circum-
ferential groove (6) in which a matching tongue (7)
of the first (2) and/or second receptacle (3) is en-
gageable.
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Container (1) for tobacco products according to
claims 2-4,

characterized in that,

the ferrule (4a), having a tongue (8) substantially per-
pendicular to its longitudinal axis (5), is firmly at-
tached to the bottom side (2c) of the first receptacle
(2) and the lid (3e) of the second receptacle (3) com-
prises a matching groove (9) in which the tongue (8)
of the ferrule (4a) is engageable.

Container (1) for tobacco products according to one
of the preceding claims,

characterized in that,

the first (2) and/or second receptacle (3) is detach-
ably connectable to the connector (4) via a screw
thread (10).

Container (1) for tobacco products according to one
of the preceding claims,

characterized in that,

the first (2) and/or second receptacle (3) is detach-
ably connectable to the connector (4) via a bayonet
mount (11).

Container (1) for tobacco products according to one
of the preceding claims,

characterized in that,

the container (1) comprises at least one compart-
ment (12) confined by the bottom side (2c) of the first
receptacle (2), the top side (3a) of the second recep-
tacle (3) and a lateral area (13) of the ferrule (4a).

Container (1) for tobacco products according to one
of the preceding claims,

characterized in that,

the receptacles (2, 3) have the same transversal
cross-section (2f, 3f).

Container (1) for tobacco products according to one
of the preceding claims,

characterized in that,

the receptacles (2, 3) have a cylindrical shape.

Container (1) for tobacco products according to
claims 1-5 and 8-9,

characterized in that,

the receptacles (2, 3) have a cuboid shape.

Container (1) for tobacco products according to
claims 1-8 and 10-11,
characterized in that,
the receptacles (2, 3) have different transversal
cross-sections (2f, 3f).

Container (1) for tobacco products according to one
of the preceding claims,

characterized in that,

the container (1) comprises more than two recepta-
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14.

cles and more than one connector (4) with which the
bottom side of the receptacles, with exception of the
last receptacle, is detachably connectable to the top
side of the adjacent receptacle, which is arranged
adjacent to the bottom side of the respective recep-
tacle.

Method for connecting atleast afirst (2) and a second
(3) closable receptacle of a container (1) for tobacco
products, comprising the steps:

c) Providing the at least first (2) and second clos-
able receptacle (3) and a connector (4);

d) Connecting the at least first (2) and second
closable receptacle (3) by means of the connec-
tor (4);

wherein the receptacles (2,3) each have a top side
(2a, 3a) with a closable top side opening (2b, 3b), a
bottom side (2c, 3c) and at least one lateral face (2d,
3d) enclosing a first inner cavity, in which a first to-
bacco product or tobacco accessory is storable,
wherein the bottom side (2c) of the first receptacle
(2) is detachably connected to the top side (3a) of
the second receptacle (3) by the connector (4).
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