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(57) The present disclosure relates to a composition
and method for removing or preventing the appearance
of spots or stains in fabrics that comprises the following
components: aqueous solvent or an alcohol; an ion ex-
change salt selected from the following list: sodium bi-
carbonate, sodium carbonate, calcium chloride, sodium

chloride, sodium percarbonate, sodium silicate, sodium
carbonate, sodium metasilicate, or mixtures thereof; or
mixtures thereof; a base or an acid for degradation of the
organic matter; a remover of textile fibre aggregates; a
surfactant agent; and optionally a preservative agent.
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Description

Technical field

[0001] The present description relates to a composi-
tion and a method for removing or preventing the appear-
ance of fabric stains or spots, namely stains of sweat, or
deodorant, or antiperspirant, or combinations thereof, in
particular for removing stains in the armpit region of cloth-
ing items.

Background

[0002] The product of the present invention is a pre-
wash detergent that eliminates and prevents the appear-
ance of sweat spots in clothing.
[0003] The appearance of sweat spots is a slow proc-
ess that appears by daily use of deodorant in the armpits
by reaction with the sweat of each person. The reaction
in the fabric varies according to the fabric colour and type.
[0004] Independently of the geographic localization,
whether hot or cold, humid or dry countries, the problem
of sweat spots is global, as 90% of the population expe-
riences this problem.
[0005] From students that wear uniforms in schools to
security forces (PSP - Public Security Police, GNR - Na-
tional Republican Guard, Municipal Police Force), fire-
fighters, army military forces, healthcare professionals,
executives, sportspersons in different fields from martial
arts to football players, and uniform wearing profession-
als (in hospitals, factories, supermarkets, security
guards, among others).
[0006] The sweat spots in clothing can have different
colours and shapes. There are spots of yellow and white
colour and/or mixtures thereof. The yellow spots, in gen-
eral appear in white and colour clothing and the white
spots, in general, appear in dark clothing.
[0007] In terms of shapes, the type of spot varies with
the spot age. The continuous washing of the clothing
items makes the spots more visible, their size increase
and the fabric gets thicker with some gum derived from
the reaction between the deodorant, sweat and washing
detergent. In practice, what happens is that when the
clothing item is subjected to a continuous and repeating
process of handwashing or machine washing, sun drying
or machine drying and ironing, the spot becomes
changed and consequently the respective fabric be-
comes progressively harder.
[0008] To date, there is no product on the market that
completely solves this problem. All products tested dur-
ing the production testing of the product of the present
invention only partially removed the spots, keeping the
garments in question damaged or even unusable.
[0009] US8268769 describes an aqueous solution that
contains a combination of phosphoric acid, emulsifying
wax, triethylene glycol, cocamidopropyl betaine, lauryl
alcohol, ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid - EDTA
(polyamine carboxylic acid) and sodium hydrochloride is

applied directly in clothing spots that are caused by tran-
spiration and/or the interaction of transpiration with com-
mercial antiperspirants containing aluminium com-
pounds. The aqueous solution converts aluminium oxide
in a water-soluble phosphate compound that can be
washed at the time of washing of clothing, effectively re-
moving the spot.
[0010] CA2813508A1 describes a stain remover of an
antiperspirant product.
[0011] DE19724106A1 describes a textile pre-treat-
ment for removing transpiration spots before, for exam-
ple, a dry cleaning.
[0012] CN1209450C describes a clothing washing
powder capable of eliminating yellow spots of human
sweat.
[0013] CN1041178A describes a detergent for sweat.
[0014] CN104277937E describes a remover of soap
spots caused by washing.
[0015] CN1046569A describes a fabric treatment
method for anti-stains of oil and sweat and the processing
agent thereof.
[0016] CN104059782A describes a washing powder
for stain removal.
[0017] US20130117946A1 describes compositions
and methods for removing stains from garments, includ-
ing water sensitive protein fibres, without incurring any
fibre damage or dye/colour loss, in wet and dry cleaning
processes.
[0018] JP5908471B2 describes a textile treatment
composition for removing deodorant spots.
[0019] CN102395348B describes a surfactant for re-
ducing the application spot caused by antiperspirant.
US20120304397A1 describes a composition for spot re-
moval in the armpit region.
[0020] US20110271458A1 describes a composition
and method for removing stains from fabrics.
[0021] These facts are described in order to illustrate
the technical problem solved by the embodiments of the
present document.

General Description

[0022] One aspect of the present disclosure describes
a composition for removing or preventing the appearance
of spots or stains in fabrics that comprises the following
components:

aqueous solvent or an alcohol;
an ion exchange salt, selected from the following list:
sodium bicarbonate, sodium carbonate, calcium
chloride, sodium chloride, sodium percarbonate, so-
dium silicate, sodium carbonate, sodium metasili-
cate, or mixtures thereof; preferably sodium carbon-
ate, or mixtures thereof;
a base or an acid for degradation of the organic mat-
ter of spots or stains of a fabric;
a remover of textile fibre aggregates is a phospho-
nate;
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a surfactant agent;
and optionally a preservative agent.

[0023] The unique formula of the composition of the
present disclosure makes it possible to remove any type
of sweat and/or deodorant spot, in all types of clothing
and in fabrics of any colour, namely white, coloured and
dark clothing, wherein the washing instructions of each
item should be followed. The combination of each com-
ponent and the quantities used allow the complete re-
moval of stains and spots from fabrics and textile struc-
tures.
[0024] In another embodiment, the invention discloses
a composition that comprises:

70-95 % (w/w) of an aqueous solvent and/or an al-
cohol; preferably 80-95 % (w/w);
0.5-6 % (w/w) of an ion exchange salt; preferably 1-4
% (w/w);
0.1-10 % (w/w) of a base or an acid for degradation
of the organic matter, preferably 0.5-5 % (w/w);
0.5-10 % (w/w) of a remover agent of textile fibre
aggregates, preferably 0.5-5 % (w/w);
1-20 % (w/w) of a surfactant agent, preferably 2-10
% (w/w);
0.1-5 % (w/w) of a preservative agent; preferably
0.1-0.5 % (w/w).

[0025] In another embodiment, the invention discloses
a composition wherein the surfactant agent is non-ionic,
cationic, anionic or mixtures thereof.
[0026] In another embodiment, the invention discloses
a composition wherein the ion exchange salt is sodium
bicarbonate or sodium carbonate, preferably sodium car-
bonate.
[0027] In another embodiment, the invention discloses
a composition wherein the composition is in the form of
a liquid.
[0028] In another embodiment, the invention discloses
a composition wherein the composition is an aqueous
solution.
[0029] In another embodiment, the invention discloses
a composition wherein the solvent is water.
[0030] In another embodiment, the invention discloses
a composition wherein the stain is a stain of perspiration,
namely a sweat stain.
[0031] In an embodiment, the invention discloses an
aqueous solution, foam, gel or powder that comprises
the composition described in the present invention.
[0032] Another aspect of the present disclosure de-
scribes the use of the composition described in any pre-
vious claims as agent for removing and preventing the
appearance of sweat stains.
[0033] Another aspect of the present disclosure de-
scribes a method for removing or preventing the appear-
ance of spots or stains in fabrics that comprises the fol-
lowing steps of: placing the composition described in the
present disclosure in contact with the area to be treated;

washing or rinsing in order to remove the spot or stain
from the fabric.
[0034] It is an object of the present embodiments to
provide a solution for removing sweat stains from gar-
ments, namely on the armpit area.

Brief description of the drawings

[0035] For an easier understanding, figures are herein
attached, which represent preferred embodiments that
do not intend to limit the object of the present description.
Figures 1 and 2: Examples of sweat stain removal with
the procedure of example 1 (left-hand side: pre-treat-
ment; right-hand side: post-treatment).

Detailed Description

[0036] The present disclosure relates to a composition
and method for removing or preventing the appearance
of spots or stains in fabrics that comprises the following
components: aqueous solvent or an alcohol; an ion ex-
change salt, selected from the following list: sodium bi-
carbonate, sodium carbonate, calcium chloride, sodium
chloride, sodium percarbonate, sodium silicate, sodium
carbonate, sodium metasilicate, or mixtures thereof; or
mixtures thereof; a base or an acid for degradation of the
organic matter; a remover of textile fibre aggregates; a
surfactant agent; and optionally a preservative agent.
[0037] The composition described in the present dis-
closure eliminates sweat spots or stains from textile
structures, namely from shirts, t-shirts and other gar-
ments. The results are effective in white, denim or col-
oured clothing (see figures 1 and 2). The results of treat-
ment of fabrics with the composition described in the
present disclosure are felt immediately, preferably at the
end of 2 minutes.
[0038] In a preferred embodiment, when the spots are
embedded in the fabric these are removed at the end of
5 minutes, preferably at the end of 7 minutes, more pref-
erably at the end of 9 minutes.
[0039] In an embodiment, the surfactant of the present
composition can be selected from the following list:

Non-ionic surfactants, such as: ethoxylated fatty al-
cohol (7 mol), ethoxylated C9-11 alcohol, ethoxylated
C10 alcohol, ethoxylated C9-11 alcohol, ethoxylated
C9-11 alcohol (4 mol), ethoxylated C9-11 alcohol (6
mol), ethoxylated C9-11 alcohol (8 mol), ethoxylated
C9-11 alcohol <2.5 mol, ethoxylated C16-18 alcohols,
propoxylated ethoxylated C12-14 alcohols, ethoxylat-
ed C12-14 alcohols (1-2.5 mol), ethoxylated C12-14
alcohols (1-6 mol), ethoxylated C12-14 alcohols,
ethoxylated C12-14 alcohols (5-15 mol), ethoxylated
C16-18 alcohols, ethoxylated C6-12 alcohols,
branched ethoxylated C11-13 alcohol, ethoxylated
C9-11 alcohol, ethoxylated alkylamide, propylamine,
ethoxylated N-(hydroxyethyl)unsaturated C18 and
C12-18 amides, ethoxylated cocoalkyl amine, ethox-
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ylated tallow alkyl amines (> 5 mol), ethoxylated tal-
low alkyl amines (1-4.5 mol), ethoxylated tallow alkyl
amines (10-15 mol), ethoxylated N-tallow alkyltri-
methylenediamines, propoxylated ethoxylated tal-
low alkyl amines, ethoxylated and propoxylated eth-
ylenediamine (1-8.5 mol), ethoxylated glycerine,
ethoxylated acrylic acid esters, oleylamine and
ethoxylated lanolin acrylic acid esters (30 mol) or
mixtures thereof, preferably ethoxylated C9-11 alco-
hol; more preferably ethoxylated fatty alcohol (7
mol).
Anionic surfactants, such as: dodecyloxypoli(ethyl-
eneoxy)ethyl sulfate, sodium salt, acydilsulfonic,
C14-16-hydroxyalkane and C14-16-alkene, sulfonic
acid (LABSA), alkyl polyglucosides, lauryl ether dis-
odium sulfosuccinate, lauryl ether sodium sarcosi-
nate, lauryl ether sodium sulfate, 2-ethylhexyl sodi-
um sulfate, sodium cocoyl glutamate, or mixtures
thereof.
Cationic surfactants, such as: quaternary C12-14
alkylmethylamine ethoxylated methyl chloride,
C10-20 and C16-18 fatty acids, quaternary ethoxylated
coco amine, quaternary C12-14 alkylmethylamine
ethoxylated methyl chloride; quaternary ammonium
compounds: ethoxylated (2-amino-2-oxoe-
thyl)bis(hydroxyethyl)tallow alkyl, chlorides, quater-
nary amino compounds, (unsaturated C16-18 and C18
alkyl)trimethyl, chlorides, quaternary amino com-
pounds, benzyl C12-16, -alkyldimethyl chlorides, ben-
zyl-alkyl-alkyl-C10-16, benzyl-alkylsulfate of C10-16,
benzyl-C12-18-alkyldimethyl, thiocyanates, benzyl-
C14-18-alkyldimethyl, quaternary amino compounds,
bis(hydrogenated tallow alkyl)dimethyl, alkylethyld-
imethyl, ethyl sulfates, alkyltrimethyl C16-18, alkyltri-
methyl C20-22, coco alkylbis(hydroxyethyl)methyl,
coco alkyltrimethyl, coco alkyltrimethyl, or mixtures
thereof; preferably quaternary ethoxylated coco
amine; more preferably quaternary C12-14 alkylmeth-
ylamine ethoxylated methyl chloride.

[0040] In one embodiment, the preservative is selected
from the following list: benzalkonium chloride, methyliso-
thiazolinone, isothiazolinone, or mixtures thereof; pref-
erably benzalkonium chloride; more preferably methyli-
sothiazolinone and isothiazolinone.
[0041] In one embodiment, the acid can be selected
from the following list: phosphoric acid, hydrochloric acid,
sulphuric acid, 2-phosphonobutane-1,2,4-tricarboxylic
acid; glacial acetic acid; technical acetic acid; citric acid;
stearic acid; formic acid; nitric acid, oleic acid, peracetic
acid, sulfamic acid, sulfonic acid (LABSA), or mixtures
thereof; preferably phosphoric acid; more preferably sul-
fonic acid.
[0042] In one embodiment, the base can be selected
from the following list: sodium hydroxide, potassium hy-
droxide, tetrapotassium pyrophosphate, tetrasodium py-
rophosphate, diethylenetriaminepentamethylene hepta-
sodium salt, sodium silicate, sodium 2-ethylhexil sulfate,

sodium cocoyl glutamate, or mixtures thereof; preferably
potassium hydroxide; more preferably sodium hydroxide.
[0043] In one embodiment, the ion exchange salt can
be selected from the following list: sodium bicarbonate,
sodium carbonate, calcium chloride, sodium chloride, so-
dium percarbonate, sodium silicate, sodium carbonate,
sodium metasilicate or mixtures thereof; preferably so-
dium bicarbonate; more preferably sodium carbonate.
[0044] In one embodiment, phosphonate can be se-
lected from the following list - HEDP (etidronic acid),
ATMP (aminotris(methylene phosphonic acid)), DTPMP
(diethylenetriamine-penta(methylene phosphonic acid)),
EDTMP (ethylenediamine-tetra(methylene phosphonic
acid)), HDTMP (hexadiamine-tetra(methylene phos-
phonic acid)), HEMPA (hydroxyethylamine-di(methylene
phosphonic acid)), PBTC (2-phosphonobutane-1,2,4-tri-
carboxylic acid), BHMTMP (bis(hexamethylene)tri-
amine-pentakis(methylphosphonic acid)), EDTA (ethyl-
enediaminetetraacetic acid), NTA (nitrilotriacetic acid),
or mixtures thereof; preferably ATMP; more preferably
DTPMP.
[0045] In one embodiment, the surfactant agent in-
creases the surface area and disaggregates the agglom-
erates; the base or the acid degrades the organic matter
and the ion exchange salt captures the aluminium.

Example 1

[0046] In one embodiment, the composition of the
present disclosure can be prepared in the following way:

dissolving 25 g of sodium carbonate in 903 g of water;
adding to previous solution 10 g of sodium hydroxide
and 10 g of DTPMP (diethylenetriamine-penta(meth-
ylene phosphonic acid));
adding to previous solution 20 g of ethoxylated C9-11
alcohol, and 30 g of quaternary C12-14 alkylmethyl-
amine ethoxylated methyl chloride;
finally adding 2 g of preservative, methylisothia-
zolinone and isothiazolinone.

[0047] In one embodiment, the composition for remov-
ing stains described in the present disclosure comprises:

a solvent: water, alcohols, among others;
an ion exchange salt selected from the following list:
sodium bicarbonate, sodium carbonate, calcium
chloride, sodium chloride, sodium percarbonate, so-
dium silicate, sodium carbonate, sodium metasili-
cate, or mixtures thereof; preferably sodium carbon-
ate, or mixtures thereof;
a base or acid for carrying out the degradation of the
organic matter;
a phosphate and/or phosphonates that act as se-
questrant agent(s) for the deodorant/antiperspirant,
able for removing the fibre aggregates;
a surfactant agent: non-ionic, cationic, anionic or
mixtures thereof.
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and optionally a preservative agent.

[0048] In one embodiment, after several attempts it
was found that:

the surfactant agent breaks apart the molecules in
contact with the fibre,
the sodium carbonate binds to aluminium,
the DTPMP (diethylenetriamine-penta(methylene
phosphonic acid)) captures the aluminium bound to
sodium carbonate,
the sodium hydroxide and the surfactants break
apart the organic part.

[0049] In one embodiment, the product of the present
invention is applied in different ways directly in the area
to be treated, which should be previously moistened. This
is followed by the friction step of the fabric against itself,
in the area to be treated, in average for 2 minutes.
[0050] Then, the sweat spot of the clothing item should
be rinsed, and the product of the present invention should
be reapplied and again the fabric should be rubbed
against itself.
[0051] The removal time of the spot varies according
to the intensity and hardness of the spot, wherein:

a spot of low intensity takes about 1/2 minutes to be
totally removed.
a spot of medium intensity takes about 2/5 minutes
to be totally removed.
a spot of high intensity takes about 10/15 minutes to
be totally removed.

[0052] After the treatment, the clothing should be left
to dry and should not be directly exposed to sunlight
[0053] The results are immediate, however the whole
item should again be washed in the washing machine or
by hand.
[0054] The product of the present invention also acts
as preventive treatment for the appearance of spots. To
ensure the non-appearance of sweat spots in garments,
the product of the present invention should be applied in
the areas usually affected before placing it in the washing
machine. This way, the appearance or reappearance of
spots is avoided or prevented.
[0055] The term "comprises" or "comprising" when
used in this document is intended to indicate the pres-
ence of characteristics, elements, integers, steps and
components mentioned, but does not preclude the pres-
ence or addition of one or more other characteristics,
elements, integers, steps and components, or groups
thereof.
[0056] The described embodiments are combinable
with each other.
[0057] The present invention is obviously not restricted
in any way to the embodiments described in this docu-
ment and a person of ordinary skill in the art could foresee
many possibilities of modification of the invention and of

substitutions of technical characteristics by other equiv-
alents, depending on the requirements of each situation,
such as defined in the appended claims.
[0058] The following claims define additional embodi-
ments of the present description.

Claims

1. Composition for removing or preventing the appear-
ance of spots or stains in fabrics that comprises the
following components:

70-95 % (w/w) of an aqueous solvent or an al-
cohol;
0.5-6 % (w/w) of an ion exchange salt, selected
from the following list: sodium bicarbonate, so-
dium carbonate, calcium chloride, sodium chlo-
ride, sodium percarbonate, sodium silicate, so-
dium carbonate, sodium metasilicate, or mix-
tures thereof; preferably sodium carbonate, or
mixtures thereof;
a base or an acid for degradation of the organic
matter of spots or stains of a fabric;
1-20 % (w/w) of a remover of textile fibre aggre-
gates is a phosphonate;
a surfactant agent;
and optionally 0.1-5 % (w/w) of a preservative
agent.

2. Composition according to the previous claims that
comprises

80-95 % (w/w) of an aqueous solvent and/or an
alcohol; preferably;
1-4 % (w/w) of an ion exchange salt;
0.5-5 % (w/w) of a base or an acid for degrada-
tion of the organic matter;
0.5-5 % (w/w) of a remover agent of textile fibre
aggregates;
2-10 % (w/w) of a surfactant agent;
0.1-0.5 % (w/w) of a preservative agent.

3. Composition according to any one of the previous
claims wherein the phosphonate is selected from the
following list: etidronic acid (HEDP), aminotris(meth-
ylene phosphonic acid) (ATMP), diethylenetriamine-
penta(methylene phosphonic acid) (DTPMP), ethyl-
enediamine-tetra(methylene phosphonic acid)
(EDTMP), hexadiamine-tetra(methylene phosphon-
ic acid) (HDTMP), hydroxyethylamine-di(methylene
phosphonic acid) (HEMPA), 2-phosphonobutane-
1,2,4-tricarboxylic acid (PBTC), bis(hexamethyl-
ene)triamine-pentakis(methylphosphonic acid) (BH-
MTMP), ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid (EDTA),
nitrilotriacetic acid (NTA) or mixtures thereof; pref-
erably ATMP, DTPMP, or mixtures thereof; more
preferably DTPMP.
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4. Composition according to any one of the previous
claims wherein the surfactant agent is non-ionic, cat-
ionic, anionic or mixtures thereof.

5. Composition according to any one of the previous
claims wherein the non-ionic surfactant agent is se-
lected from the following list:
ethoxylated fatty alcohol (7 mol), ethoxylated C9-11
alcohol, ethoxylated C10 alcohol, ethoxylated C9-11
alcohol, ethoxylated C9-11 alcohol (4 mol), ethoxy-
lated C9-11 alcohol (6 mol), ethoxylated C9-11 alcohol
(8 mol), ethoxylated C9-11 alcohol <2.5 mol, ethoxy-
lated C16-18 alcohols, propoxylated ethoxylated
C12-14 alcohols, ethoxylated C12-14 alcohols (1-2.5
mol), ethoxylated C12-14 alcohols (1-6 mol), ethoxy-
lated C12-14 alcohols, ethoxylated C12-14 alcohols
(5-15 mol), ethoxylated C16-18 alcohols, ethoxylated
C6-12 alcohols, branched ethoxylated C11-13 alcohol,
ethoxylated C9-11 alcohol, ethoxylated alkylamide,
propylamine, ethoxylated N-(hydroxyethyl)unsatu-
rated C18 and C12-18 amides, ethoxylated cocoalkyl
amine, ethoxylated tallow alkyl amines (> 5 mol),
ethoxylated tallow alkyl amines (1-4.5 mol), ethoxy-
lated tallow alkyl amines (10-15 mol), ethoxylated N-
tallow alkyltrimethylenediamines, propoxylated
ethoxylated tallow alkyl amines, ethoxylated and
propoxylated ethylenediamine (1-8.5 mol), ethoxy-
lated glycerine, ethoxylated acrylic acid esters,
oleylamine and ethoxylated lanolin acrylic acid es-
ters (30 mol) or mixtures thereof, preferably ethoxy-
lated C9-11 alcohol; more preferably ethoxylated fatty
alcohol (7 mol); and mixtures thereof.

6. Composition according to any one of the previous
claims wherein the anionic surfactant agent is se-
lected from the following list:
dodecyloxypoli(ethyleneoxy)ethyl sulfate, sodium
salt, acydilsulfonic, C14-16-hydroxy alkane and
C14-16-alkene, sulfonic acid (LABSA), alkyl polyglu-
cosides, lauryl ether disodium sulfosuccinate, lauryl
ether sodium sarcosinate, lauryl ether sodium sul-
fate, 2-ethylhexyl sodium sulfate, sodium cocoyl
glutamate, or mixtures thereof.

7. Composition according to any one of the previous
claims wherein the cationic surfactant agent is se-
lected from the following list: quaternary C12-14 alkyl-
methylamine ethoxylated methyl chloride, C10-20
and C16-18 fatty acids, quaternary ethoxylated coco
amine, quaternary C12-14 alkylmethylamine ethoxy-
lated methyl chloride; quaternary ammonium com-
pounds: ethoxylated (2-amino-2-oxoethyl)bis(hy-
droxyethyl) tallow alkyl, chlorides, quaternary amino
compounds, (unsaturated C16-18 and C18 alkyl)tri-
methyl, chlorides, quaternary amino compounds,
benzyl C12-16, -alkyldimethyl chlorides, benzyl-alkyl-
alkyl-C10-16, benzyl-alkylsulfate of C10-16, benzyl-
C12-18-alkyldimethyl, thiocyanates, benzyl-

C14-18-alkyldimethyl, quaternary amino compounds,
bis(hydrogenated tallow alkyl)dimethyl, alkylethyld-
imethyl, ethyl sulfates, alkyltrimethyl C16-18, alkyltri-
methyl C20-22, coco alkylbis(hydroxyethyl)methyl,
coco alkyltrimethyl, coco alkyltrimethyl, or mixtures
thereof; preferably quaternary ethoxylated coco
amine; more preferably quaternary C12-14 alkylmeth-
ylamine ethoxylated methyl chloride and mixtures
thereof.

8. Composition according to any one of the previous
claims wherein the preservative is selected from the
following list: benzalkonium chloride, methylisothia-
zolinone, isothiazolinone, preferably benzalkonium
chloride; or mixtures thereof preferably methylisothi-
azolinone and isothiazolinone.

9. Composition according to any one of the previous
claims wherein the acid is selected from the following
list: phosphoric acid, hydrochloric acid, sulphuric ac-
id, 2-phosphonobutane-1,2,4-tricarboxylic acid -
PBTC, glacial acetic acid, acetic acid, citric acid,
stearic acid, formic acid, nitric acid, oleic acid, per-
acetic acid, sulfamic acid, sulfonic acid (LABSA), or
mixtures thereof; preferably phosphoric acid; more
preferably sulfonic acid.

10. Composition according to any one of the previous
claims wherein the base is selected of the following
list: sodium hydroxide, potassium hydroxide, tetra-
potassium pyrophosphate, tetrasodium pyrophos-
phate, diethylenetriaminepentamethylene heptaso-
dium salt, sodium silicate, 2-ethylhexyl sodium sul-
fate, sodium cocoyl glutamate, or mixtures thereof;
preferably potassium hydroxide; more preferably so-
dium hydroxide.

11. Composition according to any one of the previous
claims wherein the ion exchange salt is sodium bi-
carbonate or sodium carbonate, preferably sodium
carbonate.

12. Composition according to any one of the previous
claims wherein the composition is in the form of a
liquid, preferably an aqueous solution.

13. Composition according to any one of the previous
claims wherein the stain is a stain of perspiration,
namely a sweat stain.

14. Aqueous solution, foam, gel or powder that compris-
es the composition described in any one of the pre-
vious claims.

15. Use of the composition described in any one of the
previous claims as agent for removing and/or pre-
venting the appearance of sweat stains.
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