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(54) CAPSULE FOR BOTTLES

(67)  The present invention relates to a frustoconical
laminate capsule 100 for necks of containers comprising ! 30 ] ]O
a controlled opening tear, a blind upper base 110 and an
open lower base 120 for the access of a cork established
in the neck of a container, the capsule being character-
ized in that it comprises a first tearing strip 130 adjacent
to the blind upper base comprising a length 205 smaller
than the perimeter of the frustoconical laminate capsule,
a second tearing strip 140 spaced apart from the blind
upper base comprising a length equivalent to the perim-
eter of the laminate capsule, and a notch 150 comprising
an upper end 155 and alower end 160, wherein the notch
is demarcated by the first tearing strip at its upper end
and by the second tearing strip at its lower end, wherein
pulling the notch causes the first strip and the second
strip to tear, allowing the removal of the blind upper base
and the ripping strip, forming a single partand being taken

out in one go. | j 150
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Description

Object of the Invention

[0001] The present invention belongs to the field of
laminate capsules suitable for necks of beverage con-
tainers.

[0002] The object of the present invention relates to a
capsule with an upper cap and an open lower base com-
prising two tearing strips that can be actuated by means
of a notch, and wherein pulling the notch causes said
strips to tear and the upper cap to be removed.

Background of the Invention

[0003] Deep-drawn capsules and glued capsules, i.e.,
capsules consisting of two parts, for necks of containers
with a cork existing on the market have different config-
urations with tearing strips and/or notches for the removal
of the upper portion of said capsules. A poor distribution
of the tearing strips or a poorly designed notch may lead,
during the actuation of said notch, to the tearing strips
not being effectively broken, or to the notch being ripped
away, or to the upper portion of the deep-drawn capsule
not detaching completely from the rest of the capsule,
with said upper portion therefore remaining on the cork
of the container, generating possible sharp edges and
segments which may cut and/or constitute a nuisance to
a user while handling the cork.

[0004] For this reason, a deep-drawn capsule which
solves the mentioned drawbacks is required. The present
invention relates to meeting this demand, among others.

Description of the Invention

[0005] The presentinvention relates to a frustoconical
laminate capsule for necks of containers comprising a
controlled opening tear. The capsule comprises a blind
upper base and an open lower base for the access of the
neck of a container. The capsule is characterized in that
it comprises a first tearing strip adjacentto the blind upper
base. This first tearing strip comprises a length smaller
than the perimeter of the frustoconical laminate capsule.
The first tearing strip is an incomplete tearing strip with
respect to the perimeter or outline of the frustoconical
laminate capsule.

[0006] Furthermore, the laminate capsule comprises
a second tearing strip located at a greater distance from
the blind upper base than the first tearing strip. The sec-
ond tearing strip comprises a length equivalent to the
perimeter of the laminate capsule. The capsule also com-
prises inits upper portion a notch. In some embodiments,
the notch can be symmetrical. The notch is demarcated
by the first tearing strip atits upper end and by the second
tearing strip at its lower end. The tearing strips may or
may not be parallel to one another. Therefore, pulling the
notch causes the first strip to tear, though not entirely,
and the second tearing strip to tear entirely, which allows

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

removing the blind upper base of the laminate capsule
and the tearing strips in one go.

[0007] The frustoconical laminate capsule for necks of
containers allows complete removal of the blind upper
base or cap for any type of container corks, for example
cylindrical corks, frustoconical corks, corks with a cap-
sule or "t-cork", etc., thereby preventing the problems
mentioned in the state of the art, such as for example,
the ripping of the notch or the generation of sharp edges
or segments in the cap of the capsule due to improper
removal of said cap, which may remain on the cork of
the container. These sharp edges or segments may pos-
sibly cut a user using the cap of the container.

[0008] In some examples, the perimeter or outline of
the frustoconical laminate capsule is 100 millimeters. In
some examples, the first incomplete tearing strip com-
prises, in comparison with the outline of the laminate cap-
sule, a length between 70% and 95% of the perimeter or
outline of the frustoconical laminate capsule.

[0009] In some examples, the first incomplete tearing
strip and the second tearing strip comprise ripping strips
with a continuous or discontinuous cut. The containers
can preferably be glass containers and can preferably
contain alcoholic beverages such as wines and spirits.

Description of the Drawings

[0010] Tocomplementthe description being made and
for the purpose of helping to better understand the fea-
tures of the invention according to a preferred practical
embodiment thereof, a set of drawings is attached as an
integral part of said description in which the following is
depicted in an illustrative and non-limiting manner:

Figures 1A and 1B show a preferred embodiment of
a frustoconical laminate capsule for necks of con-
tainers according to the present invention.

Figure 2 shows the removal of the upper cap of the
frustoconical laminate capsule of Figure 1 according
to the present invention.

Preferred Embodiment of the Invention

[0011] Figures 1A and 1B show a preferred embodi-
ment of a frustoconical laminate capsule (100) for necks
of containers comprising a controlled opening tear. The
capsule comprises a blind upper base or cap (110) and
an open lower base (120) for the access of the neck of
a container. The capsule (100) is characterized in that it
comprises a first incomplete tearing strip (130), which is
inalocation adjacentto the blind upperbase orcap (110).
This first incomplete tearing strip (130) comprises a
length smaller than the perimeter of the frustoconical lam-
inate capsule indicated with reference number (105) and
is located at a distance of less than 15 mm from the blind
cap. In the embodiment of the drawings, the perimeter
of the frustoconical laminate capsule (100) is 100 millim-
eters. Inother embodiments, the perimeter of the capsule
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may vary.
[0012] In another possible configuration, the first in-
complete tearing strip (130) comprises a length smaller
than the perimeter of the frustoconical laminate capsule
indicated with reference number (105) and is located at
a distance of less than 5 mm from the blind cap.

[0013] Furthermore, the frustoconical laminate cap-
sule (100) comprises a second tearing strip (140) which
is arranged at a greater distance from the blind upper
base (110) than the first tearing strip (140) and has a
length equivalent to the perimeter (105) of the laminate
capsule (100),i.e., 100 millimeters. The possibility of said
tearing strips (130, 140) being parallel to one another is
contemplated. The capsule (100) also comprises a notch
(150) with an upper end (155) and a lower end (160).
The notch (150) is demarcated by the first tearing strip
(130) at its upper end (155) and by the second tearing
strip (140) at its lower end (160). Pulling the notch (150)
causes the first incomplete strip (130) and the second
strip (140) to tear and allows the removal of the upper
portion of the capsule comprising the blind upper base
or cap (110) as seen in Figure 2. In other embodiments,
the notch (150) may comprise configurations that are dif-
ferent from the v-shaped design shown in Figures 1 and
2.

[0014] In a possible preferred embodiment, the width
of the second tearing strip (140) is defined between 4
mm and 30 mm, and more preferably between 5 mm and
15 mm.

[0015] Figure 2 shows the frustoconical laminate cap-
sule (100) with the blind upper base or cap (110) and an
open lower base (120) for the access of a neck of a con-
tainer (which is not shown in Figure 2). Figure 2 shows
the effect of pulling the notch (150). Pulling the notch
(150) causes the first tearing strip (130) and the second
tearing strip (140) to tear, as can be seen in Figure 2.
Thefirstincomplete tearing strip (130) comprises alength
(205) equivalent to 80% of the perimeter of the capsule
(100), i.e., 80 millimeters. In another preferred embodi-
ment, the first incomplete tearing strip (130) comprises
a length (205) equivalent to 90% of the perimeter of the
capsule (100), i.e., 90 millimeters. The length (205) of
the first incomplete tearing strip (130) may vary between
70% and 95% of the perimeter of the capsule (100). In a
preferred embodiment, the length (205) of the firstincom-
plete tearing strip (130) may vary between 85% and 95%
of the perimeter of the capsule (100).

[0016] Pulling the notch (150) allows removing the up-
per portion (210) of the frustoconical laminate capsule
(100) as seen in Figure 2. The removal of the upper por-
tion (210) of the capsule (100) causes the removal of the
blind upper base or cap (110).

Claims

1. Frustoconical laminate capsule (100) for necks of
containers comprising a controlled opening tear, the
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capsule comprising a blind upper base (110) and an
open lower base (120) for the access of a cork es-
tablished in the neck of a container, the capsule be-
ing characterized in that it comprises:

- a first tearing strip (130) established at a dis-
tance of less than 15 mm from the blind upper
base, having a length (205) smaller than the pe-
rimeter of the frustoconical laminate capsule
(100),

-asecond tearing strip (140) arranged atagreat-
er distance from the blind upper base than the
first tearing strip (130), wherein the second tear-
ing strip (140) comprises a length equivalent to
the perimeter of the frustoconical laminate cap-
sule (100); and

- a notch (150) comprising an upper end (155)
and a lower end (160), wherein the notch (150)
is demarcated by the first tearing strip (130) at
its upper end (155) on the left side and by the
second tearing strip (140) at its lower end (160)
on both the left and right sides, and wherein pull-
ing the notch (150) causes the first tearing strip
(130) and the second tearing strip (140) to tear,
allowing the removal of the blind upper base in
one go.

Frustoconical laminate capsule (100) according to
claim 1, wherein the first tearing strip (130) is located
at a distance of less than 5 mm from the blind upper
base.

Frustoconical laminate capsule (100) according to
claim 1 or 2, wherein the width of the second tearing
strip (140) comprises between 4 and 30 millimeters
and preferably between 5 and 15 mm.

Frustoconical laminate capsule (100) according to
the preceding claims, wherein the first tearing strip
(130) comprises a length between 70% and 95% of
the perimeter of the frustoconical laminate capsule
(100).

Frustoconical laminate capsule (100) according to
the preceding claims, wherein the first tearing strip
(130) comprises a length between 85% and 95% of
the perimeter of the frustoconical laminate capsule
(100).

Frustoconical laminate capsule (100) according to
any of the preceding claims, wherein the first and
second tearing strips (130, 140) comprise ripping
strips with a standard parallel cut and/or continuous
cut.

Frustoconical laminate capsule (100) according to
any of the preceding claims, wherein the tearing
strips (130, 140) are arranged parallel to one anoth-
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Frustoconical laminate capsule (100) according to
any of the preceding claims, wherein the containers
contain alcoholic beverages. 5
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