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(54) A SEAT FOR A VEHICLE

(57) A seat for a vehicle (such as a motor vehicle),
the seat comprising:
a seat base portion;
a seat back portion rotatable with respect to the seat base
portion between a first position, in which the seat back
portion is substantially upright, and a second position, in
which a back surface of the seat back portion is substan-
tially horizontal, and
a projecting portion extending from an edge of the seat

back portion that is at a lower end of the seat back portion
when in the first position, the projecting portion having a
surface that is contiguous with the back surface of the
seat back portion, wherein the projecting portion is con-
figured to rotate with the seat back portion such that in
the second position the projecting portion extends rear-
wards of the seat base portion and the back surface of
the seat back portion and the surface of the projecting
portion together form a table surface.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] This disclosure relates generally to a seat for a
vehicle and particularly, although not exclusively, relates
to a seat back with a protruding portion that protrudes
below a pivot point of the seat and provides a table sur-
face when the seat back is rotated.

Background

[0002] Utility vehicles have to perform various func-
tions, one of which is as a mobile office. However, the
interior of utility vehicles is often not suitable for carrying
out paperwork.

Statements of Invention

[0003] According to an aspect of the present disclo-
sure, there is provided a seat for a vehicle (such as a
motor vehicle), the seat comprising:

a seat base portion;
a seat back portion rotatable with respect to the seat
base portion between a first position, in which the
seat back portion is substantially upright, and a sec-
ond position, in which a back surface of the seat back
portion is substantially horizontal, and
a projecting portion extending from an edge of the
seat back portion that is at a lower end of the seat
back portion when in the first position, the projecting
portion having a surface that is contiguous with the
back surface of the seat back portion, wherein the
projecting portion is configured to rotate with the seat
back portion such that in the second position the pro-
jecting portion extends rearwards of the seat base
portion and the back surface of the seat back portion
and the surface of the projecting portion together
form a table surface.

[0004] The seat back portion may rotate about a pivot
point of the seat. When the seat back portion is in the
first position, the back surface of the seat back portion
may be above the pivot point and the projecting portion
may be below the pivot point.
[0005] The projecting portion may be rigidly fixed to
the seat back portion. Alternatively, the projecting portion
may be moveable with respect to the seat back portion,
for example, the projecting portion may be retractable
into the seat back portion.
[0006] The seat back portion may be rotatably coupled
to the seat base portion, e.g. at the pivot point of the seat.
[0007] The seat may further comprise an intermediate
seat back portion provided between the seat back portion
and the seat base portion. The seat back portion may be
rotatably coupled to the intermediate seat back portion,
e.g. at the pivot point of the seat. The intermediate seat

back portion may be rotatably coupled to the seat base
portion. For example, the intermediate seat back portion
and seat back portion may together rotate with respect
to the seat base portion.
[0008] The seat may further comprise at least one se-
lectively extending portion. The extending portion may
be configured to further extend the table surface. The or
each extending portion may selectively extend from the
projecting portion. For example, the or each extending
portion may unfold with respect to the projecting portion.
[0009] The seat may comprise a pair of extending por-
tions that extend from the projecting portion. The pair of
extending portions may extend from respective lateral
edges of the projecting portion. For example, the pair of
extending portions may rotate about respective lateral
edges of the projecting portion and may unfold with re-
spect to the projecting portion.
[0010] The seat may further comprise a headrest por-
tion. The headrest portion may be configured to engage
a dashboard structure of the vehicle when the seat is in
the second position.
[0011] According to another aspect of the present dis-
closure there is provided a vehicle comprising the afore-
mentioned seat.
[0012] The vehicle may further comprise at least one
further seat. The further seat may be provided adjacent
to the seat. The extending portion when deployed may
extend behind the further seat.
[0013] The vehicle may further comprise the dash-
board structure. The dashboard structure may be con-
figured to receive the headrest portion and hold the seat
back portion in place when in the second position.
[0014] The vehicle may further comprise a rear seat
provided rearwards of the seat. The table surface may
be provided for an occupant of the rear seat.
[0015] To avoid unnecessary duplication of effort and
repetition of text in the specification, certain features are
described in relation to only one or several aspects or
embodiments of the invention. However, it is to be un-
derstood that, where it is technically possible, features
described in relation to any aspect or embodiment of the
invention may also be used with any other aspect or em-
bodiment of the invention.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0016] For a better understanding of the present inven-
tion, and to show more clearly how it may be carried into
effect, reference will now be made, by way of example,
to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figures 1a and 1b (collectively Figure 1) are sche-
matic side views of a seat for a vehicle according to
an example of the present disclosure with Figure 1a
showing a seat back in a first position and Figure 1b
showing the seat back in a second position; and

Figures 2a and 2b (collectively Figure 2) are sche-
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matic top views of a seating arrangement for a ve-
hicle according to an example of the present disclo-
sure with Figure 2a showing a seat back of one of
the seats in the first position and Figure 2b showing
the seat back in the second position.

Detailed Description

[0017] With reference to Figure 1, the present disclo-
sure relates to a seat 10 for a vehicle 100, such as a
motor vehicle. The seat 10 comprises a seat base portion
20 and a seat back portion 30. The seat back portion 30
is rotatable with respect to the seat base portion 20. In
particular, the seat back portion 30 is rotatable between
a first position, in which the seat back portion is substan-
tially upright (depicted in Figure 1a), and a second posi-
tion, in which a back surface 31 of the seat back portion
is substantially horizontal (depicted in Figure 1b). As
shown, the seat back portion 30 may be rotatably coupled
to the seat base portion 20 at a pivot point 22.
[0018] The seat 10 may further comprise an interme-
diate seat back portion 32 provided between the seat
back portion 30 and the seat base portion 20. The inter-
mediate seat back portion 32 and the seat back portion
30 may together form a seat back of the seat 10. The
seat back portion 30 may be rotatably coupled to the
intermediate seat back portion 32, e.g. at the pivot point
22. The intermediate seat back portion 32 may also be
rotatably coupled to the seat base portion 20 about a
further pivot point 24. For example, the intermediate seat
back portion 32 and seat back portion 30 may together
rotate with respect to the seat base portion 20, e.g. to
allow adjustment of the seat back recline angle. In an-
other arrangement (not shown), the intermediate seat
back portion 32 may be omitted and the seat back portion
30 may directly couple to the seat base portion 20.
[0019] The seat 10 further comprises a projecting por-
tion 40. The projecting portion 40 extends from a lower
edge 34 of the seat back portion 30. The lower edge 34
is at a lower end of the seat back portion 30 when it is in
the first position. The projecting portion 40 is configured
to rotate with the seat back portion 30 about pivot point
22. When the seat back portion 30 is in the first position,
the back surface 31 of the seat back portion may be above
the pivot point 22 and the projecting portion 40 may be
below the pivot point 22. By contrast, when the seat back
portion 30 is in the second position, the back surface 31
of the seat back portion and the projecting portion 40 may
be either side of the pivot point 22 with the projecting
portion 40 extending rearwards of the seat base portion
30.
[0020] The projecting portion 40 has a surface 42 that
is contiguous with the back surface 31 of the seat back
portion 30. The projecting portion surface 42 is continu-
ous with the back surface 31. In particular, the projecting
portion surface 42 and the back surface 31 may be sub-
stantially flat and may lie in substantially the same plane.
The back surface 31 of the seat back portion and the

surface 42 of the projecting portion 40 together form a
table surface when the seat back portion 30 is in the
second position.
[0021] In the depicted arrangement, the projecting por-
tion 40 is rigidly fixed to the seat back portion 30. How-
ever, in another arrangement (not shown), the projecting
portion 40 may be moveable with respect to the seat back
portion 30. For example, the projecting portion 40 may
be retractable into the seat back portion 30. In particular,
the projecting portion 40 may retract into the seat back
portion 30 when the seat back portion 30 is in the first
position and the projecting portion 40 may extend from
the seat back portion 30 when the seat back portion 30
is in the second position.
[0022] With reference to Figure 1b, the seat 10 may
further comprise a headrest portion 50 extending from
an upper edge 35 of the seat back portion 30. The head-
rest portion 50 may engage a dashboard structure 60 of
the vehicle when the seat back portion 30 is in the second
position. The dashboard structure 60 may be configured
to receive the headrest portion 50 and hold the seat back
portion 30 in place when it is in the second position. For
example, the dashboard structure may comprise a re-
cess or receiving section that receives the headrest por-
tion 50. An interaction with the dashboard structure 60
may resist further rotation of the seat back portion 30 and
may help provide a stable table surface.
[0023] With reference to Figure 2, the seat 10 may be
provided in the vehicle 100 as part of a row of seats. In
the particular arrangement shown, the seat 10 may be a
middle seat 10b in a row of three seats 10a, 10b, 10c.
However, it is also envisaged that the seat 10 may be
provided in a row of one or more seats.
[0024] The vehicle 100 may further comprise one or
more rear seats provided behind the seat 10. In the par-
ticular arrangement shown, a row of three rear seats 70a,
70b, 70c are provided behind the seat 10. However, it is
also envisaged that one or more rear seats may be pro-
vided behind seat 10.
[0025] The table surface provided by the seat 10 when
the seat back portion 30 is in the second position may
be used by an occupant of one of the rear seats 70a,
70b, 70c and/or an occupant of one of the front seats
10a, 10c.
[0026] The vehicle 100 may comprise the dashboard
structure 60. As shown in Figure 2b, the headrest portion
of seat 10 may engage (e.g. rest on) the dashboard struc-
ture 60 when the seat back portion 30 is in the second
position. A locking mechanism (not shown) may be pro-
vided to secure the seat back portion 30 in the second
position.
[0027] As depicted in Figure 2b, the seat 10 may com-
prise a pair of extending portions 80a, 80b that selectively
extend from the projecting portion 40. The pair of extend-
ing portions 80a, 80b may extend from respective oppo-
site lateral edges 43, 44 of the projecting portion 40. For
example, the pair of extending portions 80a, 80b may
rotate about the respective lateral edges 43, 44 of the
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projecting portion 40 and may unfold with respect to the
projecting portion. The extending portions 80a, 80b when
deployed may extend behind the other front row seats
10a, 10c.
[0028] The extending portions 80a, 80b may fold back
onto the projecting portion 40 and may or may not overlap
when folded back. A locking mechanism (not shown) may
hold the extending portions 80a, 80b in place when ex-
tended and/or stowed. The extending portions 80a, 80b
and protruding portion 40 may together rotate with the
seat back portion 30, e.g. when returning to or moving
away from the first position depicted in Figures 1a and 2a.
[0029] In other arrangements (not shown), one or more
extending portions may be provided. Furthermore, the
extending portion(s) may retract, e.g. slide, relative to the
protruding portion 40.
[0030] The seat 10 of the present disclosure advanta-
geously provides a large table surface for an occupant
of the vehicle 100 to use. This may be particularly ben-
eficial when the vehicle is being used as a mobile office.
[0031] The following numbered statements form part
of the present disclosure:

Statement 1. A seat for a vehicle, the seat compris-
ing:

a seat base portion;
a seat back portion rotatable with respect to the
seat base portion between a first position, in
which the seat back portion is substantially up-
right, and a second position, in which a back
surface of the seat back portion is substantially
horizontal, and
a projecting portion extending from an edge of
the seat back portion that is at a lower end of
the seat back portion when in the first position,
the projecting portion having a surface that is
contiguous with the back surface of the seat
back portion, wherein the projecting portion is
configured to rotate with the seat back portion
such that in the second position the projecting
portion extends rearwards of the seat base por-
tion and the back surface of the seat back portion
and the surface of the projecting portion together
form a table surface.

Statement 2. The seat of statement 1, wherein the
seat back portion rotates about a pivot point of the
seat and when the seat back portion is in the first
position, the back surface of the seat back portion is
above the pivot point and the projecting portion is
below the pivot point.

Statement 3. The seat of statement 1 or 2, wherein
the projecting portion is rigidly fixed to the seat back
portion.

Statement 4. The seat of statement 1 or 2, wherein

the projecting portion is retractable into the seat back
portion.

Statement 5. The seat of any of the preceding state-
ments, wherein the seat back portion is rotatably
coupled to the seat base portion.

Statement 6. The seat of any of statements 1 to 4,
wherein the seat further comprises an intermediate
seat back portion provided between the seat back
portion and the seat base portion.

Statement 7. The seat of statement 6, wherein the
seat back portion is rotatably coupled to the interme-
diate seat back portion.

Statement 8. The seat of statement 6 or 7, wherein
the intermediate seat back portion is rotatably cou-
pled to the seat base portion.

Statement 9. The seat of any of the preceding state-
ments, wherein the seat further comprises at least
one selectively extending portion, the extending por-
tion being configured to further extend the table sur-
face.

Statement 10. The seat of statement 9, wherein the
or each extending portion selectively extends from
the projecting portion.

Statement 11. The seat of statement 9 or 10, wherein
the or each extending portion unfolds with respect
to the projecting portion.

Statement 12. The seat of any of statements 9 to 11,
wherein the seat comprises a pair of extending por-
tions that extend from the projecting portion.

Statement 13. The seat of statement 12, wherein the
pair of extending portions extend from respective lat-
eral edges of the projecting portion.

Statement 14. The seat of statement 13, wherein the
pair of extending portions rotate about respective lat-
eral edges of the projecting portion and unfold with
respect to the projecting portion.

Statement 15. The seat of any of the preceding state-
ments, wherein the seat further comprises a head-
rest portion, the headrest portion being configured
to engage a dashboard structure of the vehicle when
the seat is in the second position.

Statement 16. A vehicle comprising the seat of any
of the preceding statements.

Statement 17. The vehicle of statement 16, wherein
the vehicle further comprises at least one further
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seat, the further seat being provided adjacent to the
seat.

Statement 18. The vehicle of statement 17 when de-
pendent on statement 9, wherein the extending por-
tion when deployed extends behind the further seat.

Statement 19. The vehicle of any of statements 16
to 18 when dependent on statement 15, wherein the
vehicle further comprises the dashboard structure
and the dashboard is configured to receive the head-
rest portion and hold the seat back portion in place
when in the second position.

Statement 20. The vehicle of any of statements 16
to 19, wherein the vehicle further comprises a rear
seat provided rearwards of the seat, the table surface
being provided for an occupant of the rear seat.

[0032] It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art
that although the invention has been described by way
of example, with reference to one or more examples, it
is not limited to the disclosed examples and alternative
examples may be constructed without departing from the
scope of the invention as defined by the appended
claims.

Claims

1. A seat for a vehicle, the seat comprising:

a seat base portion;
a seat back portion rotatable with respect to the
seat base portion between a first position, in
which the seat back portion is substantially up-
right, and a second position, in which a back
surface of the seat back portion is substantially
horizontal, and
a projecting portion extending from an edge of
the seat back portion that is at a lower end of
the seat back portion when in the first position,
the projecting portion having a surface that is
contiguous with the back surface of the seat
back portion, wherein the projecting portion is
configured to rotate with the seat back portion
such that in the second position the projecting
portion extends rearwards of the seat base por-
tion and the back surface of the seat back portion
and the surface of the projecting portion together
form a table surface.

2. The seat of claim 1, wherein the seat back portion
rotates about a pivot point of the seat and when the
seat back portion is in the first position, the back sur-
face of the seat back portion is above the pivot point
and the projecting portion is below the pivot point.

3. The seat of claim 1 or 2, wherein the projecting por-
tion is rigidly fixed to the seat back portion or the
projecting portion is retractable into the seat back
portion.

4. The seat of any of the preceding claims, wherein the
seat back portion is rotatably coupled to the seat
base portion.

5. The seat of any of claims 1 to 3, wherein the seat
further comprises an intermediate seat back portion
provided between the seat back portion and the seat
base portion, wherein the seat back portion is rotat-
ably coupled to the intermediate seat back portion,
and wherein the intermediate seat back portion is
rotatably coupled to the seat base portion.

6. The seat of any of the preceding claims, wherein the
seat further comprises at least one selectively ex-
tending portion, the extending portion being config-
ured to further extend the table surface.

7. The seat of claim 6, wherein the or each extending
portion selectively extends from the projecting por-
tion.

8. The seat of claim 6 or 7, wherein the or each extend-
ing portion unfolds with respect to the projecting por-
tion.

9. The seat of any of claims 6 to 8, wherein the seat
comprises a pair of extending portions that extend
from the projecting portion.

10. The seat of claim 9, wherein the pair of extending
portions extend from respective lateral edges of the
projecting portion.

11. The seat of claim 10, wherein the pair of extending
portions rotate about respective lateral edges of the
projecting portion and unfold with respect to the pro-
jecting portion.

12. The seat of any of the preceding claims, wherein the
seat further comprises a headrest portion, the head-
rest portion being configured to engage a dashboard
structure of the vehicle when the seat is in the second
position.

13. A vehicle comprising the seat of any of the preceding
claims.

14. The vehicle of claim 13 when dependent on claim 6,
wherein the vehicle further comprises at least one
further seat, the further seat being provided adjacent
to the seat, wherein the extending portion when de-
ployed extends behind the further seat.
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15. The vehicle of claim 13 or 14, wherein the vehicle
further comprises a rear seat provided rearwards of
the seat, the table surface being provided for an oc-
cupant of the rear seat.
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