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(67)  The invention relates to a bed, particularly a de-
livery bed, comprising:

- a support frame;

- a back support part mounted on the support frame for
the purpose of supporting the back of a user;

- a foot support part for supporting the feet of the user;
- a storage space under the back support part, suitable
for accommodating the foot support part therein;

- adisplacing unit for sliding the foot support part respec-
tively into and out of the storage space, between a slid-in
position in which the foot support part is accommodated
substantially in the storage space and a slid-out position
in which the foot support part has been slid at least par-
tially out of the storage space and has been displaced
over a height such that the foot support part extends sub-
stantially in line with the back support part.
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Description

[0001] The invention relates to a bed, particularly a de-
livery bed, comprising a support frame, a back support
part mounted on the support frame for the purpose of
supporting the back of a user, and a foot support part for
supporting the feet of the user.

[0002] Beds in general and patient care beds in par-
ticular can be adjusted to all sorts of positions. It is thus
often possible to place a backrest partially upright via an
adjusting mechanism in order to provide improved com-
fort for a patient. In the case of so-called delivery beds it
is often not only the backrest that is adjustable, but the
footrest can also be folded away and the legs of the pa-
tient can be placed on two stirrups.

[0003] Beds known from the prior art, such as from US
6 408 464 B1, comprise a foot support part which pro-
vides comfort when a user adopts a reclining position. In
the delivery position this foot support part is absent,
whereby the patient need not switch beds when childbirth
is taking place. In the prior art this is solved by providing
a foot support part which can be removed as a whole.
[0004] For the greatest possible comfort the foot sup-
port partis preferably removed as late as possible before
the delivery. The moment of delivery can however not
always be accurately predicted, and removing the foot
support part requires multiple operations and therefore
takes a relatively long time.

[0005] Removal must further take place with great cer-
tainty, and must not fail. Finally, removal must take place
while the patient is already on the bed. As a precaution,
the delivery bed is therefore sometimes converted well
before the delivery, which results in a waiting time and
thereby in less comfort for the patient.

[0006] An object of the present invention is to provide
a bed wherein the above stated drawback is at least par-
tially obviated. A further object is to provide a bed, par-
ticularly a delivery bed, which can be adjusted with a high
degree of certainty, speed and reliability between differ-
ent positions, for instance a reclining position in which
the user can lie on the bed and be supported fully, and
adelivery positionin which the user can restin the desired
birthing position.

[0007] Atleastone ofthe objectivesis achieved atleast
partially in a bed, particularly a delivery bed, comprising:

- asupport frame;

- a back support part mounted on the support frame
for the purpose of supporting the back of a user;

- afoot support part for supporting the feet of the user;

- astorage space underthe back support part, suitable
for accommodating the foot support part therein;

- adisplacing unit for sliding the foot support part re-
spectively into and out of the storage space, between
a slid-in position in which the foot support part is ac-
commodated substantially in the storage space and
a slid-out position in which the foot support part has
been slid at least partially out of the storage space
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and has been displaced over a height such that the
foot support part extends substantially in line with
the back support part.

[0008] In such abed it is not necessary for a foot sup-
port part to be fully dismounted and removed, instead
the foot support part is stored in the storage space under
the back support part when it is not needed, such as
during childbirth. The storage space can here be provid-
ed in the support frame itself or can be provided some-
where else. Because the foot support part and back sup-
port part extend mutually in line (and, in the case that the
foot support part and back support part are disposed hor-
izontally, because both support parts extend at the same
height), the bed enables a completely flat upper side of
the bed and thereby a comfortable reclining position of
the user. When the foot support part is temporarily not
needed, for instance during childbirth, it can be pushed
away into a storage space. The storage space is embod-
ied and positioned such that the medical personnel caring
for the user need not be inconvenienced thereby at all.

[0009] Inanembodimentthe displacing unitis not only
configured to hold the foot support part substantially hor-
izontal in the fully slid-in and fully slid-out position, the
foot support part also extends substantially horizontally
during the sliding in and out. The fact that the foot support
part then does not protrude upward makes the sliding in
and out more convenient when a user has taken up po-
sition on the bed. The fact that the foot support part then
does not protrude downward means that the bed can be
disposed close to the ground without the foot support
part touching the ground, which would restrict sliding in.
[0010] According to an embodiment, the displacing
unit comprises:

- alower slide-out frame arranged slidably in the stor-
age space;

- an upper slide-out frame coupled via a coupling
mechanism to the slidable lower slide-out frame,
wherein the foot support part is arranged on the up-
per slide-out frame or is formed integrally therewith.

[0011] By coupling the two slide-out frames to each
other only one of the slide-out frames need be displaced.
The other slide-out frame is automatically co-displaced
by the coupling. The coupling mechanism can comprise
pivot arms. The pivot arms are arranged pivotally on the
lower and upper slide-out frame. The slide-out frames
and the pivot arms preferably form a parallelogram con-
struction. In the latter case it is not just the case that the
one slide-out frame follows the other slide-out frame
when the one slide-out frame is slid in or outin longitudinal
direction, but the slide-out frames can also be displaced
toward each other or away from each other in a direction
transversely of the longitudinal direction, this such that
the two slide-out frames remain positioned parallel to
each other.

[0012] According to an embodiment, the displacing
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unit is configured to displace the foot support part from
the wholly slid-in position in substantially horizontal di-
rection first, and then also displace the foot support part
in vertical direction. Guiding the upper slide-out frame in
this way has the advantage that the upper slide-out frame
is not displaced in the vertical direction unexpectedly,
which could result in a blocking of the foot support part
when the foot support part is situated in the vicinity of
other elements of the bed.

[0013] Accordingto afurther embodiment, the displac-
ing unit comprises:

- firstdisplacing means for displacing the lower slide-
outframe in horizontal direction, wherein the displac-
ing means preferably comprise one or more rails in
which the lower slide-out frame can travel recipro-
cally;

- second displacing means for displacing the upper
slide-out frame in upward or downward direction
when the lower slide-out part is displaced.

[0014] The division of this movement has the advan-
tage that it is possible to displace the foot support part
out of the support frame in (substantially) its entirety first,
before itis slid upward. A space between the foot support
part and the support frame hereby remains constant dur-
ing sliding out, and a mattress or pillow can remain in
place during the sliding in and out of the foot support part.
[0015] According to an embodiment, the displacing
means comprise:

- two upright plates positioned adjacently of the lower
slide-out frame on either side, wherein each plate is
provided with an elongate slot, wherein the slot com-
prises a substantially horizontally extending slot part
and an upward extending curved slot part;

- a guide which is connected to the upper slide-out
frame and the outer ends of which are arranged in
the slots and are guidable therein.

[0016] These displacing means allow the upper slide-
out frame a great freedom of movement, whereby it can
be displaced with a smoother motion.

[0017] According to an embodiment, the displacing
unit comprises a drive for driving the displacement of the
lower slide-out frame. This drive comprises for instance
a scissor construction, connected on a first side to a head
end of the support frame and connected on a second,
opposite side to the lower slide-out frame, and an actu-
ator, arranged at the head of the bed and configured to
lengthen or shorten the scissor construction in order to
move the lower slide-out frame respectively out of and
into the storage space in horizontal direction relative to
the support frame. This construction has the advantage
that the space in the support frame which is taken up by
the displacing means is located substantially at the head
end, whereby there is a lot of space for the foot support
part at the foot end.
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[0018] The actuator can here be embodied as one sin-
gle extending cylinder, particularly a hydraulic or pneu-
matic extending cylinder. This makes the drive simple
and reliable. It is preferred for the actuator to be a hy-
draulic or pneumatic actuator. This enables the foot sup-
port part to be slid in or slid out electrically and thereby
remotely controlled, and still ata reasonable speed. Such
actuators also ensure that the foot support part can be
displaced almost silently.

[0019] According to an embodiment, the lower slide-
out frame is displaced substantially horizontally by rails
during the horizontal and vertical displacement of the foot
support part. In possible preferred embodiments the rails
are arranged on either side of the lower slide-out frame,
and/or the plate is arranged parallel to the rails, on either
side of the upper slide-out frame. This enables the two
frames to rest on enough support points, and no unde-
sired leverage is created when a user leans on an out-
ermost side of the foot support part, which could cause
a great amount of force on the opposite side.

[0020] According to an embodiment, the upper slide-
out frame moves through the substantially horizontal slot
part during the horizontal displacement of the foot sup-
port part so that this frame is displaced substantially hor-
izontally. The upper slide-out frame further moves
through a substantially inclining slot part during the ver-
tical displacement of the foot support part, and the upper
slide-out frame is thereby displaced in accordance with
the path described by the inclining slot part.

[0021] According to an embodiment, the displacing
unit further comprises one or more extension elements
for lifting the upper slide-out frame and the foot support
part mounted or formed thereon to a height position
above the maximum height of the outer end of the slot,
wherein the extension elements are preferably arranged
at opposite positions on a transverse rod of the guide.
[0022] Accordingto an embodiment, the bed also com-
prises a pelvis support part for supporting the pelvis of
the user. In further embodiments pivoting means are pro-
vided for the purpose of pivoting at least one of the back
support part, pelvis support part and foot support part
independently of each other. In a preferred embodiment
the bed has a pelvis support part which is arranged at
the foot end of the backrest and is adjustable using a
further actuator between a first position, in which the pel-
vis support part is disposed substantially horizontally,
and a second position in which the pelvis support part is
disposed obliquely toward the head end. A user can sit
on such a pelvis support when it has been adjusted, with-
out this pelvis support getting in the way when the bed
is set up as a lying surface. The back support part can
otherwise also be embodied for adjustment, for instance
using an actuator, between a first position, in which the
backrestis disposed substantially horizontally,and a sec-
ond position, in which the backrest is disposed obliquely
toward the foot end. This has the advantage that the bed
can be used in different situations and a user need not
be moved off the bed between these situations.
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[0023] According to an embodiment, the displacing
unit comprises one or more actuators which are electri-
cally powered by a battery which is arranged on the bed,
particularly the support frame. Electrical adjusting means
have the advantage that they require less power from a
user or practitioner, particularly when they are powered
via a battery, since the bed is hereby less dependent on
its environment and can hereby be employed in different
environments.

[0024] Further advantages, features and details of the
present invention will be elucidated on the basis of the
following description of several embodiments thereof.
Reference is made in the description to the figures, in
which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment of a
delivery bed in a reclining position with upright back
support part;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the embodiment of the
delivery bed of figure 1 in the delivery position;

Fig. 3 is a partially cut-away side view of the embod-
iment of the delivery bed of figures 1 and 2 in a further
position;

Fig. 4 is a partially cut-away side view of the embod-
iment of the delivery bed of figures 1-3 in the delivery
position;

Fig. 5is a partially cut-away side view of the embod-
iment of the delivery bed of figures 1-4 in the delivery
position;

Fig. 6 is a partially cut-away top view of the embod-
iment of the delivery bed of figures 1-5 in the reclining
position;

Figures 7A and 7B are respectively a partially cut-
away side view and a partially cut-away top view of
the delivery bed of figures 1-6 in a first intermediate
position;

Figures 8A and 8B are respectively a partially cut-
away side view and a partially cut-away top view of
the delivery bed of figures 1-6 in a second interme-
diate position;

Figures 9A and 9B are respectively a partially cut-
away side view and a partially cut-away top view of
the delivery bed of figures 1-6 in a third intermediate
position;

Figures 10A and 10B are respectively a partially cut-
away side view and a partially cut-away top view of
the delivery bed of figures 1-6 in a fully collapsed
position; and

Figure 11 is a schematic representation of a further
embodiment of a delivery bed according to the in-
vention.

[0025] Figure 1 shows a delivery bed 1 comprising a
mobile frame 8 with wheels 9 whereby the bed 1 can
travel over a ground surface, a support frame 5 disposed
substantially horizontally (so parallel to the ground sur-
face), and lifting means 11 arranged between mobile
frame 8 and support frame 5. In the shown embodiment
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these lifting means 11 comprise a number of bars 11
which are arranged in a pivoting scissor construction and
are mounted rotatably on mobile frame 8 and support
frame 5. One or more of the bars can be displaced using
an actuator 12. The shown embodiment shows an (op-
tional) second actuator 18. The operation of the latter
actuator will be elucidated below.

[0026] Actuator 12, 18 is preferably a hydraulic or
pneumatic actuator. Such actuators have the advantage,
among others, that support frame 5 can be adjusted slow-
ly and carefully. When actuator 12, 18 comprises for in-
stance one or more extending cylinders (as shown in
figure 1), extending of the cylinders enables support
frame 5 to be displaced in upward direction while, when
the extending cylinders are retracted, support frame 5 is
displaced in downward direction. Support frame 5 re-
mains in a substantially horizontal position during the up-
ward and downward displacement, whereby the patient
remains reclined/seated in place on the bed and is thus
inconvenienced as little as possible by the displacement.
[0027] Actuator 12, 18 can be controlled by means of
a control unit 14. The control unitis connected to actuator
12, 18 via a wireless or wired connection. Both the actu-
ator 12, 18 and the control unit 14 can be powered by a
battery 13 disposed on frame 8. When a battery is used,
it remains possible to adjust for instance the height of
support frame 5 when delivery bed 1 is displaced. It is
also possible for actuator 12, 18 and control unit 14 to
be powered by a wired connection to a socket outlet.
[0028] In the shown embodiment delivery bed 1 com-
prises three sections which can be moved substantially
independently of each other and which support on sup-
port frame 5, i.e. a back section 2, a foot section 4 and
a pelvis section 3 positioned therebetween. Back section
2 comprises a back support part 20 with a first mattress
part 21 placed thereon, the pelvis part comprises a pelvis
support part 30 with a second mattress part 31 placed
thereon, and foot section 4 comprises a foot support part
40 with a third mattress part41 placed thereon. The three
sections can in principle be moved, more particularly piv-
oted, independently of each other relative to support
frame 5in order to be able to optimally support the patient
in different positions. Driving of the pivoting movement
of back support part 20 and pelvis support part 30 is re-
alized by actuators 16 and 17, which can be actuators
similar to actuator 12 or actuator 18. Actuators 16 and
17 can also be controlled by control unit 14.

[0029] Figures 1-5 all show the same embodiment of
delivery bed 1. Figure 5 shows delivery bed 1 in the so-
called reclining position. In this position the back support
part 20, the pelvis support part 30 and the foot support
part 40 are all positioned mutually in line. In the reclining
position the back support part 20, pelvis support part 30
and foot support part 40 usually extend substantially hor-
izontally. Back support part 20, pelvis support part 30
and foot support part 40 then together form a flat whole
on which the patient can lie and rest before or after the
delivery.
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[0030] Whenthe deliveryisabouttobegin, the sections
are placed in the delivery position. This position is for
instance shown in figures 2 and 4. In the delivery position
the back support part 20 is pivoted upward, usually to an
oblique position between a horizontal and vertical posi-
tion. Pelvis support part 30 is further also pivoted upward
to an oblique position, so that the pelvis of a patient lying
obliquely against back support part 20 is supported by
pelvis support part 30. In the birthing position the lower
legs of the patient are held up by two separate supports
(not shown) provided on the sides of support frame 5.
Finally, foot support part 40 is slid in (and thereby disap-
pears wholly or partially under the pelvis support part and
the back support part) so that foot support part 40 does
not get in the way during the delivery and medical staff
can optimally support the delivery.

[0031] In order to move foot support part 40 from the
inclining position to the delivery position the foot support
part 40 must not only be displaced in horizontal direction,
but must also be displaced downward far enough that it
can be placed in a storage space 43 provided under back
support part 20 and pelvis support part 30. Likewise,
when foot support part 40 is slid out of storage space 43
and moved to the reclining position, foot support part 40
must also be displaced upward so that foot support part
40 can be placed in line with back support part 20 and
pelvis support part 30.

[0032] As stated above, a further actuator 18 can also
be utilized in addition to actuator 12 during adjustment
of support frame 5 relative to frame 8. When delivery bed
1 is embodied as shown in the figures with two actuators
12, 18, it is also possible to tilt support frame 5 over the
width of the bed, whereby the surface created by the two
support parts 20 and 30 is adjusted relative to a surface
on which delivery bed 1 is arranged. Rear back support
part 20 can hereby for instance be moved further upward,
whereby pelvis support part 30 can be moved relatively
further downward. Itis hereby also possible to still provide
a horizontal lying surface on an uneven floor surface.
[0033] As stated above, it is possible to supply actua-
tors 12, 16, 17, 18 and the control unit with power via a
cabled connection. For this purpose delivery bed 1 can
be equipped with a plug 15. This cabled connection also
makes it possible to recharge battery 13. This has the
advantage that battery 13 can be at least largely charged
at all times, or in any case to an extent such that battery
13 is able to ensure the functioning of actuators 12, 16,
17 and 18, among other things, when delivery bed 1 is
displaced.

[0034] The construction with which foot support part
40 can be slid in and out will be described in more detail
below. Reference is made to the accompanying figures,
particularly to figures 5-11.

[0035] Foot support part 40 is displaceable relative to
support frame 5 by a displacing unit. The displacing unit
can here be configured to displace foot support part 40
both in longitudinal direction (more particularly in hori-
zontal direction when support parts 20, 30, 40 extend
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horizontally) and in up and downward direction. For this
purpose the displacing unit can for instance comprise a
special guide and drive mechanism. The guide and drive
mechanism of the displacing unit comprises a lower slide-
out frame 6 which is supported in support frame 5 and is
displaceable therein in horizontal direction, an upper
slide-out frame 7 which carries on the upper side the
above stated foot support part 40, a coupling mechanism
37 provided between the lower and upper slide-out frame
6, 7 for the purpose of supporting the upper slide-out part
7, a drive for driving the displacement of the lower slide-
out frame 6, and guide means for guiding upper slide-out
frame 7 during the displacement of lower slide-out frame
6.

[0036] Indetermined preferred embodiments of the in-
vention the coupling mechanism 37 is embodied as a so-
called parallelogram construction. In such an embodi-
ment a number of pivot arms, together with two parallel
elongate construction parts which are mutually coupled
by the pivot arms, define substantially a parallelogram
form. This makes it possible to move the two coupled
construction parts reciprocally in a direction perpendic-
ularly of the longitudinal direction, wherein the construc-
tion parts are always held substantially parallel relative
to each other by the pivot arms. Such a parallelogram
construction can be formed by the elongate lower slide-
out frame 6, the elongate upper slide-out frame 7 and
the pivotable arms mounted therebetween. The lower
and upper slide-out frame 6, 7 more particularly form two
opposite sides of the parallelogram construction 37. The
other opposite sides of parallelogram construction 37 are
formed by the pivotable (hingable) arms 20A-20D. More
particularly, a rear arm 20A and a front arm 20B is pro-
vided on a first long side of each of the lower and upper
slide-out frame 6, 7, while a rear arm 20C and front arm
20D is provided on a second, opposite long side of each
of the lower and upper slide-out frame 6, 7. The two rear
arms 20A and 20C are also mutually coupled roughly
halfway along via at least a first transverse arm 38, while
the two front arms 20B and 20D are mutually coupled via
at least a second transverse arm 39. In other embodi-
ments (not shown) the arms are however coupled to each
other in other manner, still further transverse arms are
provided in the vicinity of the hinges, or no mutual cou-
pling is present. Each of the arms 20A-20D is further
provided with hinges 24 so that they are hingeable rela-
tive to the lower and upper slide-out frame 6, 7. The par-
allelogram construction 37 is here embodied such that
the upper slide-out frame 7 can be displaced between a
lower position and an upper position in supported manner
without the orientation of the foot support part 40 chang-
ing. In other words, foot support part 40 can be lifted and
lowered while remaining in the horizontal position.
[0037] In order to be able to slide in and slide out the
lower slide-out frame 6 (and the whole of parallelogram
construction 37 and foot support part 40 mounted hinged-
ly thereon) in horizontal direction the following provisions
have been made. Support frame 5 comprises an essen-
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tially flat horizontal upper plate 28. Two rails 25 are ar-
ranged on either side of upper plate 28. Each of the frame
parts 6A and 6B on the long sides of lower slide-out frame
6 are further provided with wheels 33 which are placed
at some distance relative to each other and which can
be confined in rails 25, and whereby the lower slide-out
frame 6 can be rolled reciprocally in longitudinal direction
of the bed, i.e. in a substantially horizontal direction.
Slide-out frame 6 is always supported by rails 25 on both
sides in any position, i.e. in the fully slid-in position, in
the fully slid-out position and in all intermediate positions.
[0038] Driving of the reciprocal movement of the lower
slide-out frame 6 is realized by the drive means to be
described below. In the shown embodiment the drive
means comprise a scissor construction 26 disposed in
substantially the same plane as lower slide-out frame 6,
and an actuator 27. Scissor construction 26 comprises
a number of hingable swivel arms 29A-29D displaceable
relative to each other via hinges 34, relative to a station-
ary transverse fixing beam 35 of support frame 5 and
relative to a movable fixing beam 36 as part of the lower
slide-out frame 6. At one free outer end swivel arm 29A
is further connected hingedly via a hinge 50 to a carriage
51 which can be moved reciprocally in transverse direc-
tion 53 transversely of the longitudinal direction of bed 1
along a carriage rail 52 mounted fixedly on the upper
plate. At one free outer end swivel arm 29D is likewise
mounted hingedly via a hinge 60 on a carriage 61 which
can be moved reciprocally in transverse direction 53
transversely of the longitudinal direction of bed 1 along
a carriage rail 62 mounted fixedly on the upper plate.
[0039] The drive means further comprise one or more
actuators 27. Inthe shown embodiment only one actuator
27 in the form of a hydraulic, pneumatic or electric ex-
tending cylinder is applied. This actuator 27 is connected
hingedly via hinges 54 and 55 to one of the swivel arms.
When extending cylinder 27 is pushed out, this has the
result that a force is exerted evenly via the two hinges
34 and 60 over the width of movable fixing beam 36 and
thereby of lower slide-out frame 6. The lower slide-out
frame 6 is pulled smoothly to the slid-in position by hinge
construction 26 in similar manner.

[0040] Inorderto ensure that when the lower slide-out
frame 6 is slid out by the drive means of storage space
43, the upper slide-out frame 7 and mounted thereon the
foot support part 40 with mattress 41 are simultaneously
also slid out of storage space 43, and the upper slide-out
frame 7 and mounted thereon the foot support part 40
with mattress 41 moreover come to lie at the same height
as pelvis part 30 and its accompanying mattress 31, the
above stated parallelogram construction 37 between the
lower and upper slide-out frame 6, 7 is provided, as is a
guide construction which urges the upper slide-out frame
7 upward.

[0041] The guide construction comprises two upright
plates or side plates 65, 66 extending on either side of
scissor construction 26. Each of the upright plates 65, 66
is provided with an elongate slot 67. The elongate slot
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has a straight slot portion 67A and a curved slot portion
67B. The curved slot portion 67B extends in an upward
direction, as seen from the head of the bed, so as to
displace the upper slide-out frame 7 upward when actu-
ator 27 extends, as will be elucidated below.

[0042] The outer ends 72 of a guide 68 can be placed
in said slots 67. Guide 68 comprises essentially a trans-
verse rod 69 extending transversely of the longitudinal
direction of bed 1 and extension elements 70 provided
on transverse rod 69. Extension elements 70 are ar-
ranged on transverse rod 69 at opposite positions, close
to the upright plates 65, 66. Each extension element 70
is more particularly mounted with its first outer end fixedly
on transverserod 69 and arranged with its other, opposite
outer end via a hinge 71 hingedly on the upper slide-out
frame 7.

[0043] Figures 5 and 6 show the situation in which the
upper slide-out frame 7 is in the wholly slid-out position.
By retracting lifting cylinder 27 the length of scissor con-
struction 26 becomes shorter and it pulls the movable
fixing beam 36 rearward in horizontal direction (in the
direction of the head of the bed). When the movable fixing
beam moves rearward in horizontal direction, the lower
slide-out frame 6 formed thereon co-displaces. Due to
the oblique position of the arms 20A, 20B of the parallel-
ogram construction, these arms 20A, 20B also tend to
pull the upper slide-out frame 7 rearward. Because the
upper slide-out frame 7 is however guided in the two slots
67, the parallelogram construction collapses and slide-
out frame 7 (also) moves in downward direction.

[0044] Figures 7A and 7B show a first intermediate po-
sitionin which slide-outframe 7 has already been partially
pulled in (has been displaced in rearward direction and
has also been displaced downward). Figures 8A and 8B
and figures 9A and 9B show respective further interme-
diate positions in which the upper slide-out frame 7 has
been displaced further in each case. In the second inter-
mediate position the upper slide-out frame 7 has already
been slid into storage space 43 to some extent. Finally,
figures 10A and 10B show the delivery position in which
the upper slide-out frame 7 (with the foot support part 40
and mattress 41 mounted thereon) has been pulled in
fully and is located wholly in storage space 43.

[0045] Figure 11 shows the different positions of an
outer end 72 of transverse rod 69 when the lower slide-
out frame 6 and the upper slid-out frame 7 coupled there-
to are slid out from the fully slid-in position (for instance
in the delivery position). P1 shows the first position, in
which the transverse rod 69 (or at least outer end 72
thereof), which is connected to the upper slide-out frame
7, is situated in each of the supports 25 at the beginning
of the slot 67 (i.e. the beginning of the horizontal part 67A
of slot 67). When lower slide-out frame 6 is slid out, arms
20A-20D of the parallelogram construction push upper
slide-out frame 7 along and the two slide-frames 6, 7
move outward together. At position P2 each of the outer
ends 72 arrives at the curved part 67B of slot 67. The
outer end of slide-out frame 7 connected to transverse
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rod 69 hereby starts moving upward. The parallelogram
construction now ensures that the whole slide-out frame
7 moves upward, this such that the position of the upper
slide-out frame 7 always remains parallel to the position
of the lower slide-out frame 6. This can be seen in the
parts of the figure showing the positioning at positions
P3 and P4.

[0046] In the schematically shown embodiment of fig-
ure 11 the upper slide-out frame 7 is otherwise directly
connectedtotransverserod 69. This means thatthe max-
imum height that the upper slide-out frame 7 can reach
is determined by the height at which curved part 67B of
slots 67 ends. In the embodiments of figures 7A-10B the
upper slide-out frame 7 is however connected indirectly
to transverse rod 69 of guide 68. The connection runs
viathe above stated extension elements 70. These make
it possible to slide the upper slide-out frame 7 upward
just slightly further than the highest position of slots 67
during sliding out. This makes it possible on one side to
transport upper slide-out element 7 upward to an extent
such that the foot support part 40 arranged thereon
comes to lie exactly in line with pelvis support part 30
and/or back support part 20.

[0047] The invention further comprises the further ex-
amples of a bed described below.

[0048] Example 1: Bed, particularly a delivery bed,
comprising:

- asupport frame;

- a back support part (20) mounted on the support
frame for the purpose of supporting the back of a
user;

- afoot support part (40) for supporting the feet of the
user;

- a storage space (43) under the back support part
(20), suitable for accommodating the foot support
part (40) therein;

- adisplacing unit for sliding the foot support part (4)
respectively into and out of the storage space (43),
between a slid-in position in which the foot support
part (40) is accommodated substantially in the stor-
age space (43) and a slid-out position in which the
foot support part (40) has been slid at least partially
outofthe storage space (43) and has been displaced
over a height such that the foot support part (40)
extends substantially in line with the back support
part (20).

[0049] Example2: Bed accordingtoexample 1, where-
in the displacing unit is configured to hold the foot support
part (40) substantially horizontal in the fully slid-in and
fully slid-out position, and wherein the foot support part
(40) preferably also extends substantially horizontally
during the sliding in and out.

[0050] Example 3: Bed according to example 1 or 2,
wherein the displacing unit comprises:

- alower slide-out frame arranged slidably in the stor-
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age space;

- an upper slide-out frame coupled via a coupling
mechanism to the slidable lower slide-out frame,
wherein the foot support part (40) is arranged on the
upper slide-out frame or is formed integrally there-
with.

[0051] Example 4:Bed according to example 3, where-
in the coupling mechanism comprises pivot arms (20A-
20D) which are arranged pivotally on the lower and upper
slide-out frame and wherein the slide-out frames and the
pivot arms form a parallelogram construction.

[0052] Example 5: Bed according to any one of the
foregoing examples, wherein the storage space (43) is
provided in the support frame (5).

[0053] Example 6: Bed according to any one of the
foregoing examples, wherein the displacing unit is con-
figured to displace the foot support part (40) from the
wholly slid-in position in substantially horizontal direction
first, and then also displace the foot support part (40) in
vertical direction.

[0054] Example 7: Bed according to any one of the
foregoing examples, wherein the displacing unit compris-
es:

- first displacing means for displacing the lower slide-
outframe in horizontal direction, wherein the displac-
ing means preferably comprise one or more rails in
which the lower slide-out frame can travel recipro-
cally;

- second displacing means for displacing the upper
slide-out frame in upward or downward direction
when the lower slide-out part is displaced.

[0055] Example 8:Bed according to example 7, where-
in the second displacing means comprise:

- two upright plates (25) positioned adjacently of the
lower slide-out frame on either side, wherein each
plate is provided with an elongate slot (67), wherein
the slot comprises a substantially horizontally ex-
tending slot part (67A) and an upward extending
curved slot part (67B);

- aguide (68) which is connected to the upper slide-
out frame (7) and the outer ends (72) of which are
arranged in the slots (67) and are guidable therein.

[0056] Example 9: Bed according to any one of the
foregoing examples, wherein the displacing unit compris-
es adrive for driving the displacement of the lower slide-
out frame (6).

[0057] Example 10: Bed according to example 9,
wherein the drive comprises a scissor construction (26),
connected on a first side to a head end of the support
frame (5) and connected on a second, opposite side to
the lower slide-out frame (6); and an actuator (27), ar-
ranged at the head of the bed and configured to lengthen
or shorten the scissor construction (26) in order to move
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the lower slide-out frame (6) respectively into and out of
the storage space (43) in horizontal direction relative to
the support frame (5).

[0058] Example 11: Bed according to example 10,
wherein the actuator (27) has a single extending cylinder,
particularly a hydraulic or pneumatic extending cylinder.
[0059] Example 12: Bed according to any one of the
foregoing examples, wherein the lower slide-out frame
(6) is displaced substantially horizontally by rails (25) dur-
ing the horizontal and vertical displacement of the foot
support part (40).

[0060] Example 13: Bed according to any one of the
foregoing examples, wherein the upper slide-out frame
(7) moves through the substantially horizontal slot part
(67A) during the horizontal displacement of the foot sup-
port part (40) and is thereby displaced substantially hor-
izontally.

[0061] Example 14: Bed according to any one of the
foregoing examples, wherein the upper slide-out frame
(7) moves through a substantially inclining slot part (67B)
during the vertical displacement of the foot support part
(40) and is thereby displaced in accordance with the path
described by the inclining slot part (67A).

[0062] Example 15: Bed according to any one of the
foregoing examples 8-14, wherein the displacing unit fur-
ther comprises one or more extension elements (70) for
lifting the upper slide-out frame (7) and the foot support
part (40) mounted or formed thereon to a height position
above the maximum height of the outer end of the slot
(67), wherein the extension elements (70) are preferably
arranged at opposite positions on a transverse rod (69)
of the guide.

[0063] Example 16: Bed according to any one of the
foregoing examples, also comprising a pelvis support
part (30) for supporting the pelvis of the user and/or com-
prising pivoting means for pivoting at least one of the
back support part (20), pelvis support part (30) and foot
support part (40) independently of each other.

[0064] Example 17: Bed according to any one of the
foregoing examples, wherein the displacing unit compris-
es one or more actuators which are electrically powered
by abattery (13) whichis arranged on the bed, particularly
the support frame (5).

[0065] Example 18: Bed according to any one of the
foregoing examples, further comprising a frame (8) with
wheels (9) to be disposed on a ground surface and ar-
ranged at least partially under the support frame (5), and
wherein the mutual distance between the frame (8) and
the support frame (5) is adjustable, preferably by a hy-
draulic or pneumatic actuator.

[0066] Example 19: Use of a bed according to any one
of the foregoing examples.

[0067] Theinvention is notlimited to the embodiments
thereof described herein. Other constructions can be en-
visaged wherein the adjustable foot support part is mov-
able relative to another surface. The rights sought are
not therefore limited to the specific embodiments de-
scribed herein, but are rather defined by the following
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claims, within the scope of which many modifications and
adjustments can be envisaged.

Claims
1. Bed, particularly a delivery bed (1), comprising:

- a support frame (5);

- a back support part (20) mounted on the sup-
port frame (5) for the purpose of supporting the
back of a user;

- a foot support part (40) for supporting the feet
of the user;

- a storage space (43) under the back support
part (20), suitable for accommodating the foot
support part (40) therein;

- adisplacing unit for sliding the foot support part
(4) respectively into and out of the storage space
(43), between a slid-in position in which the foot
support part (40) isaccommodated substantially
in the storage space (43) and a slid-out position
in which the foot support part (40) has been slid
at least partially out of the storage space (43)
and has been displaced over a height such that
the foot support part (40) extends substantially
in line with the back support part (20),

wherein the displacing unit comprises:

- a lower slide-out frame (6) arranged slidably in
the storage space (43);

- an upper slide-out frame (7) coupled via a cou-
pling mechanism to the slidable lower slide-out
frame (6), wherein the foot support part (40) is
arranged on the upper slide-out frame (7) or is
formed integrally therewith.

2. Bedaccordingto claim 1, wherein the displacing unit
comprises a drive for driving the displacement of the
lower slide-out frame (6), wherein the drive compris-
es:

a scissor construction (26), connected on a first
side to a head end of the support frame (5) and
connected onasecond, opposite side to the low-
er slide-out frame (6); and

an actuator (27), arranged at the head of the bed
and configured to lengthen or shorten the scis-
sor construction (26) in order to move the lower
slide-out frame (6) respectively into and out of
the storage space (43) in horizontal direction rel-
ative to the support frame (5).

3. Bedaccording to claim 1 or 2, wherein the displacing
unit further comprises:

- first displacing means for displacing the lower
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slide-out frame in horizontal direction, wherein
the displacing means preferably comprise one
or more rails in which the lower slide-out frame
can travel reciprocally;

- second displacing means for displacing the up-
per slide-out frame in upward or downward di-
rection when the lower slide-out part is dis-
placed, wherein the second displacing means
comprise two upright plates (25) positioned ad-
jacently of the lower slide-out frame on either
side, wherein each plate is provided with an
elongate slot (67), wherein the slot comprises a
substantially horizontally extending slot part
(67A) and an upward extending curved slot part
(67B); and a guide (68) which is connected to
the upper slide-out frame (7) and the outer ends
(72) of which are arranged in the slots (67) and
are guidable therein.

Bed according to any one of the foregoing claims,
wherein the displacing unit is configured to hold the
foot support part (40) substantially horizontal in the
fully slid-in and fully slid-out position, and wherein
the foot support part (40) preferably also extends
substantially horizontally during the sliding in and
out.

Bed according to any one of the foregoing claims,
wherein the coupling mechanism comprises pivot
arms (20A-20D) which are arranged pivotally on the
lower and upper slide-out frame and wherein the
slide-out frames and the pivot arms form a parallel-
ogram construction.

Bed according to any one of the foregoing claims,
wherein the storage space (43) is provided in the
support frame (5).

Bed according to any one of the foregoing claims,
wherein the displacing unit is configured to displace
the foot support part (40) from the wholly slid-in po-
sition in substantially horizontal direction first, and
then also displace the foot support part (40)in vertical
direction.

Bed according to any one of the foregoing claims,
wherein the actuator (27) has a single extending cyl-
inder, particularly a hydraulic or pneumatic extend-
ing cylinder.

Bed according to any one of the foregoing claims,
wherein the lower slide-out frame (6) is displaced
substantially horizontally by rails (25) during the hor-
izontal and vertical displacement of the foot support
part (40) and/or wherein the upper slide-out frame
(7) moves through the substantially horizontal slot
part (67A) during the horizontal displacement of the
foot support part (40) and is thereby displaced sub-
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10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

stantially horizontally.

Bed according to any one of the foregoing claims,
wherein the upper slide-out frame (7) moves through
a substantially inclining slot part (67B) during the ver-
tical displacement of the foot support part (40) and
is thereby displaced in accordance with the path de-
scribed by the inclining slot part (67A).

Bed according to any one of the foregoing claims,
wherein the displacing unit further comprises one or
more extension elements (70) for lifting the upper
slide-out frame (7) and the foot support part (40)
mounted or formed thereon to a height position
above the maximum height of the outer end of the
slot (67), wherein the extension elements (70) are
preferably arranged at opposite positions on a trans-
verse rod (69) of the guide.

Bed according to any one of the foregoing claims,
also comprising a pelvis support part (30) for sup-
porting the pelvis of the user and/or comprising piv-
oting means for pivoting at least one of the back sup-
port part (20), pelvis support part (30) and foot sup-
port part (40) independently of each other, wherein
the backrest (2) is preferably adjustable using for
instance an actuator (16) between a first position, in
which the backrest (2) is disposed substantially hor-
izontally, and a second position in which the backrest
is disposed obliquely toward the foot end.

Bed according to any one of the foregoing claims,
wherein the displacing unit comprises one or more
actuators which are electrically powered by a battery
(13) which is arranged on the bed, particularly the
support frame (5).

Bed according to any one of the foregoing claims,
further comprising a frame (8) with wheels (9) to be
disposed on a ground surface and arranged at least
partially under the support frame (5), and wherein
the mutual distance between the frame (8) and the
support frame (5) is adjustable, preferably by a hy-
draulic or pneumatic actuator.

Use of a bed according to any one of the foregoing
claims.
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