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(54) BICYCLE HANDLEBAR CUSHIONING SYSTEM

(57) A bicycle handlebar cushioning system includes
a mount that is contoured such that the mount is com-
plementary in shape to a set of bicycle handlebars. The
mount has a perimeter wall having a first end and a sec-
ond end and is elongated from the first end to the second
end. The perimeter wall has an elongated break therein
extending between and through the first and second
ends. The break receives the handlebars and the mount
is resiliently bendable such that the mount snaps onto

and frictionally engages the bicycle handlebars. The pe-
rimeter wall has an outer surface with an elongated
trough therein. At least one cushioning member is pro-
vided and includes an insert that is removably positioned
in the trough. The insert comprises a resiliently com-
pressible material. A securing member releasably se-
cures a bottom side of the insert to a bottom wall of the
15 trough.
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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The disclosure relates to bicycle handlebar
cushioning device and more particularly pertains to a new
bicycle handlebar cushioning device that allows for inter-
changeable cushioning members to suit the specific
needs of a bicyclist for a given set of circumstances.

Related Art

[0002] The prior art relates to bicycle handlebar cush-
ioning devices to facilitate the comfort of the hands, and
more specifically the palm areas, of a bicyclist when the
bicyclist is gripping handlebars.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0003] An embodiment of the disclosure meets the
needs presented above by generally comprising a mount
that is contoured such that the mount is complementary
in shape to a set of bicycle handlebars. The mount has
a perimeter wall having a first end and a second end and
is elongated from the first end to the second end. The
perimeter wall has an elongated break therein extending
between and through the first and second ends. The
break receives the handlebars and the mount is resiliently
bendable such that the mount snaps onto and frictionally
engages the bicycle handlebars. The perimeter wall has
an outer surface with an elongated trough therein. At least
one cushioning member is provided and includes an in-
sert that is removably positioned in the trough. The insert
comprises a resiliently compressible material. A securing
member releasably secures a bottom side of the insert
to a bottom wall of the trough.
[0004] There has thus been outlined, rather broadly,
the more important features of the disclosure in order
that the detailed description thereof that follows may be
better understood, and in order that the present contri-
bution to the art may be better appreciated. There are
additional features of the disclosure that will be described
hereinafter and which will form the subject matter of the
claims appended hereto.
[0005] The objects of the disclosure, along with the var-
ious features of novelty which characterize the disclo-
sure, are pointed out with particularity in the claims an-
nexed to and forming a part of this disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE 
DRAWING(S)

[0006] The disclosure will be better understood and
objects other than those set forth above will become ap-
parent when consideration is given to the following de-
tailed description thereof. Such description makes refer-
ence to the annexed drawings wherein:

Figure 1 is a top isometric view of a bicycle handlebar
cushioning system according to an embodi-
ment of the disclosure including a plurality of
cushioning members.

Figure 2 is a bottom isometric view of an embodiment
of the disclosure.

Figure 3 is a top view of an embodiment of the disclo-
sure.

Figure 4 is a bottom view of an embodiment of the
disclosure.

Figure 5 is a top, isometric in-use view of an embod-
iment of the disclosure.

Figure 6 is a cross-sectional view of an embodiment
of the disclosure taken along line 6-6 of Fig-
ure 5.

Figure 7 is are side views of embodiments of securing
members of the disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0007] With reference now to the drawings, and in par-
ticular to Figures 1 through 7 thereof, a new bicycle han-
dlebar cushioning device embodying the principles and
concepts of an embodiment of the disclosure and gen-
erally designated by the reference numeral 10 will be
described.
[0008] As best illustrated in Figures 1 through 7, the
bicycle handlebar cushioning system 10 generally com-
prises a mount 12 configured to releasably engage and
be retained on a set of bicycle handlebars 14. The bicycle
handlebars 14 are conventional and may in particular
comprise what are known as drop bars 16 used on road
bikes such as those found in long distance and race bi-
cycling. These types of bicycle handlebars 14 generally
include a stem, not shown, attached to a crosspiece 18
having a pair of opposed ends. To each of the opposed
ends is attached a drop, or drop bars 16, which extends
forward from the crosspiece 18 and then arcs downward-
ly and back to form a laterally angled U-shaped structure.
The junctures of the crosspiece 18 and the drops 16 are
also formed by arcs.
[0009] The mount 12 is contoured such that the mount
12 is configured to be complementary in shape to the
bicycle handlebars 14. While the handlebars 14 shown
in the Figures have a tubular or cylindrical cross-section,
it should be understood that handlebars 14 may be pro-
vided with a relatively planar upper surface. Regardless,
the mount 12 will be contoured as needed to fit the req-
uisite handlebars 14. The mount 12 has a perimeter wall
20 with a first end 22 and a second end 24 and is elon-
gated from the first end 22 to the second end 24. The
perimeter wall 20 has an elongated break 26 therein ex-
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tending between and through the first 22 and second 24
ends. A first free edge 28 of the perimeter wall 20 and a
second free edge 30 of the perimeter wall are defined on
opposite sides of the break 26. The break 26 is configured
to receive the handlebars 14. The mount 12 is comprised
of a resiliently bendable material but is sufficiently rigid
such that the mount 12 snaps onto and is configured to
frictionally engage the bicycle handlebars 14. Materials
typically used may include, for example, plastics and car-
bon composites. The perimeter wall 20 has an upper por-
tion 32 and a lower portion 34 positioned opposite of each
other wherein the break 26 is positioned in the lower por-
tion 34.
[0010] The perimeter wall 20 has an outer surface 36
having an elongated trough 38 therein. The trough 38
extends from a position adjacent to the first end 22 to a
position adjacent to the second end 24. The trough 38 is
bounded by a peripheral edge 40. The peripheral edge
40 includes a first edge 42 positioned adjacent to the first
end 22, a second edge 44 positioned adjacent to the
second end 24. A forward edge 46 and a rearward edge
48 of the trough each extends between the first 42 and
second 44 edges. The forward 46 and rearward 48 edges
are each spaced from the break 26 a distance greater
than 0.25 inches and more typically a distance greater
than .50 inches. Furthermore, the forward 46 and rear-
ward 48 edges are spaced from each other a distance
equal to at least 0.75 inches.
[0011] A plurality of cushioning members 50 is provid-
ed to allow an end user to select which cushioning mem-
ber 50 will be utilized. Each of the cushioning members
50 comprises an insert 52 that is removably positioning
in the trough 38. The insert 52 has a size and shape
corresponding to the trough 38 such that the insert 52
entirely fills the trough 38. The insert 52 has a greater
depth than a depth of the trough 38 such that the insert
52 extends upwardly away from the outer surface 36 of
the perimeter wall 20. Typically the trough 38 will have a
depth of less than 0.35 inches. The insert 52 comprises
a resiliently compressible material. The resiliently com-
pressible material will most often include a foam material
which may further comprise gel foams. Gel foams may
be preferred for their ability to retain their shape for short
periods after deformation and therefore are more readily
apt to contour to a person’s palm. A securing member
54 releasably secures a bottom side 56 of the insert 52
to a bottom wall 58 of the trough 38. The securing member
54 may comprise any conventional securing member 58
that readily allows removal of the insert 52 from the trough
38. Some suitable securing members may include adhe-
sives 60, hook and loop fasteners 62 and snaps 64.
Should snaps 64 be utilized having first and second mat-
ing members, typically the first mating member will be
embedded into the bottom wall 58 of the trough 38 while
the second mating member will be attached to the bottom
side 56 of the insert 52.
[0012] As indicated above, there will typically be mul-
tiple cushioning members 50 provided to the end user

wherein at least two of the cushioning members 50 have
a different depth with respect to each other. That is, the
cushioning members 50 may be comprised of a same
material, but have different depths and therefore provide
different cushioning conditions. Alternatively, or in addi-
tion, at least two of the cushioning members 50 may com-
prise a different material, particularly as to its exterior
coating, with respect to each other. By altering materials,
the user may select not only differing cushioning charac-
teristics but differing tactile experiences. Moreover, the
materials may be altered as needed to depending on the
ability of the material to transfer heat or absorb perspi-
ration.
[0013] In use, a bicyclist selects a mount 12 that match-
es the shape and contour of their handlebars 14. It should
be understood that the bicyclist will use at least two
mounts 12 positioned on opposite ends of the crosspiece
18. The mount 12 will extend to the drop bars 16. Addi-
tional mounts 12 may be positioned on the drops bars
16 themselves and such an embodiment is fully contem-
plated by the instant disclosure. Either before or after the
user snaps the mount 12 onto the handlebars 14, a cush-
ioning member 50 is selected for particular conditions
anticipated by the bicyclist. Thus, the cushioning member
50 may be selected for the amount of cushioning offered,
its tactile attributes as well as, optionally, its absorptive
properties. The cushioning member 50 may be quickly
removed and replaced when worn out or if the bicyclist
determines that a cushioning member 50 with different
characteristics is warranted. Essentially, the cushioning
member 50 provides comfort for the hands of the bicyclist
when gripping the handlebars for long durations of time
is required. The trough 38 ensures stability of the cush-
ioning member 50 relative to the mount 12 without re-
quiring permanent fixing of the cushioning member 50 to
the mount 12.
[0014] With respect to the above description then, it is
to be realized that the optimum dimensional relationships
for the parts of an embodiment enabled by the disclosure,
to include variations in size, materials, shape, form, func-
tion and manner of operation, assembly and use, are
deemed readily apparent and obvious to one skilled in
the art, and all equivalent relationships to those illustrated
in the drawings and described in the specification are
intended to be encompassed by an embodiment of the
disclosure.
[0015] Therefore, the foregoing is considered as illus-
trative only of the principles of the disclosure. Further,
since numerous modifications and changes will readily
occur to those skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit
the disclosure to the exact construction and operation
shown and described, and accordingly, all suitable mod-
ifications and equivalents may be resorted to, falling with-
in the scope of the disclosure. In this patent document,
the word "comprising" is used in its non-limiting sense to
mean that items following the word are included, but
items not specifically mentioned are not excluded. A ref-
erence to an element by the indefinite article "a" does
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not exclude the possibility that more than one of the el-
ement is present, unless the context clearly requires that
there be only one of the elements.
[0016] Further embodiments are defined as follows:

1. A cushioning system for a positioning on bicycle
handlebars, said system comprising:

a mount being contoured such that said mount
is configured to be complementary in shape to
a set of bicycle handlebars, said mount having
a perimeter wall, said perimeter wall having a
first end and a second end and being elongated
from said first end to said second end, said pe-
rimeter wall having an elongated break therein
extending between and through said first and
second ends, wherein said break is configured
to receive the handlebars, said mount being re-
siliently bendable such that said mount snaps
onto and is configured to frictionally engage the
bicycle handlebars;
said perimeter wall having an outer surface hav-
ing an elongated trough therein;
at least one cushioning member comprising:

an insert being removably positioning in
said trough, said insert comprising a resil-
iently compressible material; and
a securing member releasably securing a
bottom side of said insert to a bottom wall
of said trough.

2. The cushioning system according to 1, wherein
said trough extends from a position adjacent to said
first end to a position adjacent to said second end.

3. The cushioning system according to 2, wherein
said trough is spaced from said break a distance
greater than 0.25 inches.

4. The cushioning system according to 1, wherein
said trough is bounded by a peripheral edge, said
peripheral edge including a first edge positioned ad-
jacent to said first end, a second edge positioned
adjacent to said second end, a forward edge and a
rearward edge each extending between said first and
second edges, said forward and rearward edges be-
ing spaced from each other a distance equal to at
least 0.75 inches.

5. The cushioning system according to 4, wherein
said insert has a size and shape corresponding to
said trough such that said insert entirely fills said
trough.

6. The cushioning system according to 5, wherein
said insert has a greater depth than a depth of said
trough such that said insert extends upwardly away

from an outer surface of said perimeter wall.

7. The cushioning system according to 1, wherein
said insert has a size and shape corresponding to
said trough such that said insert entirely fills said
trough.

8. The cushioning system according to 7, wherein
said insert has a greater depth than a depth of said
trough such that said insert extends upwardly away
from an outer surface of said perimeter wall.

9. The cushioning system according to 1, wherein
said insert has a greater depth than a depth of said
trough such that said insert extends upwardly away
from an outer surface of said perimeter wall.

10. The cushioning system according to 1, wherein
said securing member comprises an adhesive.

11. The cushioning system according to 9, wherein
said at least one cushioning member includes a plu-
rality of said cushioning members, at least two of
said cushioning members having a different depth
with respect to each other.

12. The cushioning system according to 11, wherein
at least two of said cushioning members comprises
a different material with respect to each other.

13. The cushioning system according to 9, wherein
said at least one cushioning member includes a plu-
rality of said cushioning members, at least two of
said cushioning members comprises a different ma-
terial with respect to each other.

14. A cushioning system for a positioning on bicycle
handlebars, said system comprising:

a mount being contoured such that said mount
is configured to be complementary in shape to
a set of bicycle handlebars, said mount having
a perimeter wall, said perimeter wall having a
first end and a second end and being elongated
from said first end to said second end, said pe-
rimeter wall having an elongated break therein
extending between and through said first and
second ends, a first free edge of said perimeter
wall and a second free edge of said perimeter
wall being defined on opposite sides of said
break, wherein said break is configured to re-
ceive the handlebars, said mount being rigid
such that said mount snaps onto and is config-
ured to frictionally engage the bicycle handle-
bars, said perimeter wall having an upper portion
and a lower portion positioned opposite of each
other, said break being positioned in said lower
portion, said mount being comprised of a resil-
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iently bendable material;
said perimeter wall having an outer surface hav-
ing an elongated trough therein, said trough ex-
tending from a position adjacent to said first end
to a position adjacent to said second end, said
trough being spaced from said break a distance
greater than 0.25 inches, said trough being
bounded by a peripheral edge, said peripheral
edge including a first edge positioned adjacent
to said first end, a second edge positioned ad-
jacent to said second end, a forward edge and
a rearward edge each extending between said
first and second edges, said forward and rear-
ward edges being spaced from each other a dis-
tance equal to at least 0.75 inches;
a plurality of cushioning members comprising:

an insert being removably positioning in
said trough, said insert having a size and
shape corresponding to said trough such
that said insert entirely fills said trough, said
insert having a greater depth than a depth
of said trough such that said insert extends
upwardly away from an outer surface of said
perimeter wall, said insert comprising a re-
siliently compressible material;
a securing member releasably securing a
bottom side of said insert to a bottom wall
of said trough, said securing member com-
prising an adhesive;

at least two of said cushioning members having
a different depth with respect to each other; and
at least two of said cushioning members com-
prising a different material with respect to each
other.

Claims

1. A cushioning system for a positioning on bicycle han-
dlebars, the system comprising:

a mount being contoured such that the mount is
configured to be complementary in shape to a
set of bicycle handlebars, the mount having a
perimeter wall, the perimeter wall having a first
end and a second end and being elongated from
the first end to the second end, the perimeter
wall having an elongated break therein extend-
ing between and through the first and second
ends, wherein the break is configured to receive
the handlebars, the mount being resiliently
bendable such that the mount snaps onto and
is configured to frictionally engage the bicycle
handlebars;
the perimeter wall having an outer surface hav-
ing an elongated trough therein, the outer sur-

face facing away from the handlebars when the
mount is positioned on the handlebars, the elon-
gated trough including a bottom wall having a
top side facing away from the handlebars when
the mount is positioned on the handlebars;
at least one cushioning member comprising:

an insert being removably positioning in the
trough, the insert comprising a resiliently
compressible material, the bottom wall of
the trough being positioned between the in-
sert and the handlebars when the mount is
positioned on the handlebars such that the
insert is spaced from the handlebars; and
a securing member releasably securing a
bottom side of the insert to the bottom wall
of the trough.

2. The cushioning system according to claim 1, wherein
the trough extends from a position adjacent to the
first end to a position adjacent to the second end.

3. The cushioning system according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein the trough is spaced from the break a dis-
tance greater than 0.25 inches.

4. The cushioning system according to any one of the
preceding claims, wherein the trough is bounded by
a peripheral edge, the peripheral edge including a
first edge positioned adjacent to the first end, a sec-
ond edge positioned adjacent to the second end, a
forward edge and a rearward edge each extending
between the first and second edges, the forward and
rearward edges being spaced from each other a dis-
tance equal to at least 0.75 inches.

5. The cushioning system according to any one of the
preceding claims, wherein the insert has a size and
shape corresponding to the trough such that the in-
sert entirely fills the trough.

6. The cushioning system according to any one of the
preceding claims, wherein the insert has a greater
depth than a depth of the trough such that the insert
extends upwardly away from an outer surface of the
perimeter wall.

7. The cushioning system according to any one of the
preceding claims, wherein the securing member
comprises an adhesive.

8. The cushioning system according to any one of
claims 1 to 6, wherein the securing member com-
prises snaps.

9. The cushioning system according to any one of the
preceding claims, wherein the at least one cushion-
ing member includes a plurality of the cushioning
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members.

10. The cushioning system according to claim 9, wherein
at least two of the cushioning members have a dif-
ferent depth with respect to each other.

11. The cushioning system according to claim 9 or 10,
wherein at least two of the cushioning members com-
prise a different material with respect to each other.

12. A cushioning system for a positioning on bicycle han-
dlebars, the system comprising:

a mount being contoured such that the mount is
configured to be complementary in shape to a
set of bicycle handlebars, the mount having a
perimeter wall, the perimeter wall having a first
end and a second end and being elongated from
the first end to the second end, the perimeter
wall having an elongated break therein extend-
ing between and through the first and second
ends, a first free edge of the perimeter wall and
a second free edge of the perimeter wall being
defined on opposite sides of the break, wherein
the break is configured to receive the handle-
bars, the mount being rigid such that the mount
snaps onto and is configured to frictionally en-
gage the bicycle handlebars, the perimeter wall
having an upper portion and a lower portion po-
sitioned opposite of each other, the break being
positioned in the lower portion, the mount being
comprised of a resiliently bendable material;
the perimeter wall having an outer surface hav-
ing an elongated trough therein, the trough ex-
tending from a position adjacent to the first end
to a position adjacent to the second end, the
trough being spaced from the break a distance
greater than 0.25 inches, the trough being
bounded by a peripheral edge, the peripheral
edge including a first edge positioned adjacent
to the first end, a second edge positioned adja-
cent to the second end, a forward edge and a
rearward edge each extending between the first
and second edges, the forward and rearward
edges being spaced from each other a distance
equal to at least 0.75 inches;
a plurality of cushioning members comprising:

an insert being removably positioning in the
trough, the insert having a size and shape
corresponding to the trough such that the
insert entirely fills the trough, the insert hav-
ing a greater depth than a depth of the
trough such that the insert extends upward-
ly away from an outer surface of the perim-
eter wall, the insert comprising a resiliently
compressible material;
a securing member releasably securing a

bottom side of the insert to a bottom wall of
the trough;

at least two of the cushioning members having
a different depth with respect to each other; and
at least two of the cushioning members compris-
ing a different material with respect to each oth-
er.

13. The cushioning system according to claim 12,
wherein the securing member comprises an adhe-
sive.

14. The cushioning system according to claim 12,
wherein the securing member comprises snaps.
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