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(54) HEAT EXCHANGER PLATE

(57) A heat exchanger plate (3) is described com-
prising a heat exchange area in a heat transfer plate (11)
and a support bar guiding area at an edge(14) of the heat
transfer plate (11), a recess (13) in the edge (14), and
an insert (12) mounted in the recess (13).

It should be possible to use the same heat transfer

plate independent of a support bar or support bars used
during assembling of the heat exchanger plates (3).

To this end, the largest width of the recess (13) in a
direction parallel to the edge (14) is located at the edge
(14) and a support bar guiding section (15) is provided
in the insert (12).
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a heat ex-
changer plate comprising a heat exchange areain a heat
transfer plate and a mounting rail guiding area at an edge
of the heat transfer plate, a recess in the edge, and an
insert mounted in the recess.

[0002] Such a heat exchanger plate is used to form a
plate-type heat exchanger. To this end a stack of such
heat exchanger plates is arranged between two end
plates. In order to facilitate the stacking of the heat ex-
changer plates, a support bar or two support bars are
used. The heat exchanger plates are mounted on the
support bar or support bars. The support bars secure the
correct alignment of the heat exchanger plates.

[0003] The support bars may however have different
designs or shapes. This depends, for example, on the
size of the heat exchanger plates, the number of the heat
exchanger plates to be assembled or on other reasons.
Thus, itis necessary to chose always support bars which
fit to the mounting rail guiding area.

[0004] Itis an object of the present invention to be able
to use the same heat transfer plate independent of the
support bar or support bars.

[0005] Thisobjectissolved withaheatexchangerplate
as described at the outset in that the largest width of the
recess in a direction parallel to the edge is located at the
edge and a mounting rail guiding section is provided in
the insert.

[0006] In this way the heat exchanger plate can easily
be adapted to different shapes or forms of the support
bars. The only step necessary is to use the suitable insert,
i.e. an insert having a support bar guiding section which
is adapted to the support bar or support bars used. Since
the largest width of the recess in a direction parallel to
the edge is located at the edge, the heat transfer plate
itself is not directly guided on the support bar, i.e. the
heat transfer plate does not have a geometry engaging
behind the supportbar. Thus, only the insert has the guid-
ing function. The recess is open to the edge so that the
insert can easily be inserted.

[0007] In an embodiment of the invention the recess
comprises a border having pairs of sections pointing
away from the edge, wherein the sections of each pair
are arranged parallel to each other or diverge from each
other. Thus, the insert can easily be shifted into the re-
cess without being hindered by any parts of the heat
transfer plate.

[0008] In an embodiment of the invention at least one
pair of sections forms an insert guide. The consequence
is that the insert is guided in the width direction of the
recess so that a precise positioning of the insert in the
heat transfer plate is achieved.

[0009] In an embodiment of the invention the insert is
in form of a click-on member. The insert can easily be
mounted on the heat transfer plate simply by clicking it
on the heat transfer plate.

[0010] In an embodiment of the invention parts of the
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click-on member are arranged on both sides of the heat
transfer plate. The insert is reliably held on both sides of
the heat transfer plate. This reduces the risk of a sepa-
ration of heat transfer plate and insert even when the
heat exchanger plate is stacked on the support bar or
support bars.

[0011] In an embodiment of the invention the heat
transfer plate comprises at least one indentation and the
click-on member comprises at least one protrusion ex-
tending into the indentation. Preferably, more than one
indentation is provided. When the insert is mounted to
the heat transfer plate, the protrusion comes initially into
contact with a surface of the heat transfer plate and upon
further movement of the insert towards the heat transfer
plate enters the indentation. In this situation, the protru-
sion and the indentation form a positive locking.

[0012] In an embodiment of the invention the indenta-
tion is in form of a through-going opening. Thus, itis pos-
sible to check whether the protrusion has correctly en-
tered the indentation and has locked the insert with the
heat transfer plate.

[0013] In an embodiment of the invention the indenta-
tion is arranged in a deepened area. A movement of the
protrusion in a direction away from the surface of the heat
transfer plate can then be kept small.

[0014] In an embodiment of the invention the heat
transfer plate comprises at least one step in the support
bar guiding area, wherein the insert rests against the
step. The step can be formed by deforming the heat trans-
fer plate or simply by providing another protrusion. The
step allows a precise positioning of the insert with respect
to the heat transfer plate.

[0015] In an embodiment of the invention the heat in-
sertis made of plastic material. Since the insert is outside
of afluid flow path and therefore does not come in contact
with any fluid, it can be made of any suitable cheep ma-
terial, in particular plastic material.

[0016] The invention will now be described in more de-
tail with reference to the drawing, wherein:

Fig. 1 shows schematically a mounting of a plate-type
heat exchanger,

Fig.2 shows a part of a heat transfer plate with insert
from one side and

Fig. 3 shows the part of the heat transfer plate with
insert from the other side.

[0017] Fig. 1 schematically shows an arrangement for

mounting a plate-type heat exchanger. The heat ex-
changer comprises a front plate 1 and a rear plate 2. A
number of heat exchanger plates 3 is arranged between
the front plate 1 and the rear plate 2. The heat exchanger
plates 3 are finally arranged in a plate set 4. Gaskets 5
are positioned between adjacent heat exchanger plates
3.

[0018] In order to facilitate the stacking of the heat ex-
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changer plates 3, the front plate 1 and the rear plate 2,
support bars are used, i.e. a top support bar 6 and a
bottom support bar 7.

[0019] Once all heat exchanger plates 3 have been
stacked between the front plate 1 and the rear plate 2,
tie bars 8 are used together with a base profile 9 in order
to tighten the stack of plates.

[0020] The front plate 4 comprises four connections
10, two of the connections 10 belong to a first fluid flow
path and the other two of the connections 10 belong to
a second fluid flow path. The two fluid flow paths are
separated by the heat exchanger plates 3.

[0021] In order to thread the heat exchanger plates 3
onto the support bars 6, 7, the heat exchanger plates 3
need a geometry which is adapted to the support bars 6,
7. Thus, when the geometry of the support bars 6, 7
changes or when other support bars 6, 7 are used, it
would be necessary to change the corresponding geom-
etry of the heat exchanger plates 3.

[0022] In order not to be limited by the requirement to
adapt the complete heat exchanger plate 3 to the respec-
tive support bars 6, 7, the heat exchanger plate 3 com-
prises a heat transfer plate 11 (parts of which are shown
in Fig. 2 and 3) and an insert 12.

[0023] The insert 12 is mounted in a recess 13 of the
heat transfer plate 11. The recess 13 is arranged at an
edge 14 of the heat transfer plate 11. The recess 13 has
the largest width in a direction parallel to the edge 14 at
the edge 14. A support bar guiding section 15 is provided
in the insert 12.

[0024] Fig. 2 and 3 show the insert provided for the top
support bar 6. However, the same arrangement can be
provided at the lower part of the heat exchanger plate 3
in order to adapt the heat exchanger plate 3 to the lower
support bar 7.

[0025] Thus, only the insert 12 is used to guide the
heat exchanger plate 3 on the support bars 6. The heat
transfer plate 11 does not need any parts engaging with
the support bars 6, 7, so that the same geometry of the
heat transfer plates 11 can be used independently of the
form of the support bars 6, 7. It is only necessary to
change the insert 12 when another support bar 6, 7 is
used.

[0026] The recess 13 comprises a first pair of sections
16, 17 pointing away from the edge 14 and a second pair
of sections 18, 19 pointing likewise away from the edge
14. The sections 16, 17; 18, 19 of each pair are arranged
parallel to each other or diverge slightly from each other.
Thus, it is possible to insert the insert 12 into the recess
12 without being hindered by any parts of the heat trans-
fer plate 11.

[0027] The sections 16, 17 form an insert guide, so that
the insert 12 is guided at these sections 16, 17 when the
insert 12 is mounted to the heat transfer plate 11.
[0028] The insert 12 is in form of a click-on member.
To this end, the insert comprises taps 20, 21, 22 on one
side of the heat transfer plate 11 (Fig. 2) and taps 23-26
on the other side of the heat transfer plate 11 (Fig. 3).
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[0029] The taps 20-22 are provided with protrusions
27-29 which are visible in Fig. 3. The heat transfer plate
11 comprises a number of indentations 30-32 which are
in form of through-going openings so that it is possible
to check whether the protrusions 27-29 have entered the
indentations 30-32.

[0030] The taps 23, 26 comprise protrusions 33, 34
which in the mounted state of the insert 12 at the heat
transfer plate 11 have entered indentations 35, 36 which
are likewise in form of through-going openings, so that it
can be checked whether the protrusions 33, 34 have en-
tered the indentations 35, 36.

[0031] Theinsert12is made of a plastic material. Thus,
the taps 20-22, 23-26 are slightly deformable, so that the
taps 20-22, 23, 26 are pushed away from the heat transfer
plate 11 when the insert 12 is pushed onto the heat trans-
fer plate 11. The protrusions 27-29, 33, 34 move along
the surfaces of the heat transfer plate 11 until they reach
the indentations 30-32, 35, 36 to snap into the indenta-
tions 30-32, 35, 36.

[0032] The heat transfer plate 11 comprises a step 37
(or any other protrusion) against which the insert 12
comes to rest when the insert 12 is mounted on the heat
transfer plate 11. Furthermore, the heat transfer plate 11
comprises deepened areas 38-40 in which the indenta-
tions 30-32 are arranged. The deepened areas 38-40 are
slightly deformed out of the plane of the heat transfer
plate 11.

[0033] In a way not shown, deepened areas can be
provided on the other side of the heat transfer plate 11.
The "deepening" is in this case directed to the other di-
rection.

Claims

1. Heat exchanger plate (3) comprising a heat ex-
change area in a heat transfer plate (11) and a sup-
port bar guiding area at an edge (14) of the heat
transfer plate (11), a recess (13) in the edge (14),
and an insert (12) mounted in the recess (13), char-
acterized in that the largest width of the recess (13)
in a direction parallel to the edge (14) is located at
the edge (14) and a support bar guiding section (15)
is provided in the insert (12).

2. Heat exchanger plate according to claim 1, charac-
terized in that the recess (13) comprises a border
having pairs of sections (16, 17; 18, 19) pointing
away from the edge (14), wherein the sections (16,
17; 18, 19) of each pair are arranged parallel to each
other or diverge from each other.

3. Heat exchanger plate according to claim 2, charac-
terized in that at least one pair of sections (16, 17)

form an insert guide.

4. Heat exchanger plate according to any of claims 1
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to 3, characterized in that the insert (12) is in form
of a click-on member.

Heat exchanger plate according to claim 4, charac-
terized in that parts (20-22; 23-26) of the click-on
member are arranged on both sides of the heat trans-
fer plate (11).

Heatexchanger plate accordingto claim4 or 5, char-
acterized in that the heat transfer plate (11) com-
prises at least one indentation (30-32; 35, 36) and
the click-on member comprises at least one protru-
sion (27-29; 33, 34) extending into the indentation
(30-32; 35, 36).

Heat exchanger plate according to claim 6, charac-
terized in that the indentation (30-32); 35, 36) is in
form of a through-going opening.

Heatexchanger plate accordingto claim6 or 7, char-
acterized in that the indentation (30-32) is arranged
in a deepened area (38-40).

Heat exchanger plate according to any of claims 1
to 8, characterized in that the heat transfer plate
(11) comprises at least one step (37) in the support
bar guiding area, wherein the insert (12) rests
against the step (37).

Heat exchanger plate according to any of claims 1
to 9, characterized in that the insert (12) is made
of a plastic material.
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