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(54) KIT, CONTAINER AND METHOD FOR PROVIDING AND COLLECTING REUSABLE

RECEPTACLES

(67)  The invention relates to the field of collecting
reusable receptacles based oninformation onalabel pro-
vided on the reusable receptacles. To this end, the in-
vention provides a collection container and a method for

collecting the reusable receptacles. Furthermore, the in-
vention also provides a method for providing and collect-
ing reusable receptacles, as well as a kit which is suitable
for this purpose.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-9(completely); 10-12(partially)

Sorting kit according to claim 1, charactarized by the shape
of the insert opening and the type of container. To clarify
what is considered the special technical feature according
to this invention: According to a first possible Reasoning
of lack of unity, the feature "wherein the disposal opening
(6) has a shape which is such that the reusable receptacle
(2) can only be inserted into the disposal opening (6) with
the filling opening (10) directed downwards" together with
the feature "wherein said reusable receptacle is a reusable
cup" is considered as potential special technical feature of
the first invention. However, since the prior art renders
these features obvious, according to a second equally valid
reasoning of lack of unity, only the the additional features
of claim 2 might be regarded as the special technical
feature of the first invention. A1l dependent claims that
further define features regarding the path of the containers
through the collecting device and/or the recognition of the
containers have been grouped with this invention in so far
as they do not refer to the other invention. Claim 10 has
been partially grouped with the first invention, which
includes claim 10 without any of the optional features
mentioned in the claim. This correspondingly also applies to
the dependent method claims 11 and 12.

2. claims: 13-15(completely); 10-12(partially)

Method for sorting bottles according to claim 10
characterized by the optional steps mentioned in claim 10.
Claims 11 and 12 have been partially grouped with this
invention in so far as they contain the optional features of
claim 10. Claims 13 to 15 relate to a kit which includes
corresponding features to the optional method steps and have
thus been grouped with the second invention.
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