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(54) CAP-ADJUSTING ACCESSORY

(57)  Cap-adjusting accessory for caps with a rear
cut-out in the shape of an inverted "U", from the bottom
ends (2-2’) of which extend a male band (1) provided with
a plurality of prongs (4), distributed linearly and equidis-
tant from one another, and a female band (3) comprising
a plurality of holes (5) distributed linearly and also equi-
distant from one another. The accessory is formed from

an elongated laminar body (6) having a plurality of prongs
(4’) distributed linearly and with the same spacing ther-
ebetween as that of the male band (1) of the closure
system, a plurality of holes (5’) being provided between
said prongs, which are distributed linearly and also equi-
distant from one another.
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Description
PURPOSE OF THE INVENTION

[0001] Thisinventionrelates to afine cap-adjusting ac-
cessory of the type with a rear cut-out in the shape of an
inverted U, the ends of which are connected to each other
through a so-called "Snapback" closure and adjustment
system in which there are two plastic bands, which se-
lectively button together, to adjust it to each user’s head
size.

[0002] The purpose of the invention is to provide an
accessory piece for this type of cap that allows for twice
as many adjustment positions for the cap, that is, that
reduces by half the adjustment space between the dif-
ferent positions offered by the cap in order to obtain a
much better fit.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003] Within the sector for caps, sport-related or oth-
erwise, the closure and adjustment system known as
"Snapback" is well-known. This consists of a rear cut-out
in the shape of an inverted "U", the bottom ends of which
are connected to each other using two plastic bands,
which selectively button together, to adjust it to each us-
er's head size.

[0004] More specifically, a "male" band is defined from
which a plurality of prongs extend, distributed linearly and
equidistant from one another, whereas in the female part
there are a plurality of holes distributed linearly and equi-
distant from one another, or the right shape and size to
receive the prongs on the male part. These parts can be
connected to each other in different positions of partial
overlap, the possible positions depending on the longi-
tudinal separation between them, so this separation is
determined by the number of prongs and holes in each
part and the predetermined distance between these, nor-
mally offering seven different positions.

[0005] This adjustmentsystem has had great commer-
cial success, with thousands, if not millions, of caps hav-
ing been manufactured with this system. However, it has
a problem with regard to the adjustment of the cap, as
the separation between the holes, and consequently be-
tween the prongs, can be excessive, in such a way that
there will be users requiring a size somewhere between
two of the closest possible positions offered by this sys-
tem.

[0006] Although the most obvious solution is to man-
ufacture a similar system with smaller spacing between
prongs and consequently between holes, this solution
would not be applicable to the millions of caps already in
the market.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0007] The suggested cap-adjusting accessory fully
and satisfactorily resolves the aforementioned problem,
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based on a simple but very effective solution with a min-
imum manufacturing/acquisition cost.

[0008] To do this, the suggested partis intended to be
fitted onto the male band of the cap’s fastening system,
its use going unnoticed, generating new potential adjust-
ment positions in addition to those offered by the cap
initially, and which correspond to the intermediate adjust-
ment points between pairs of prongs/holes, that is, re-
ducing the minimum adjustment margin of the cap by half
and thus allowing for a much more accurate adjustment
of the cap.

[0009] More specifically, the invented accessory takes
the form of a laminar body, sturdy but flexible, similar to
the bands in the cap’s closure system, but with the spe-
cific feature that this part has a plurality of prongs, dis-
tributed linearly and equidistant from one another, with
the same spacing between them as on the male band of
the closure system, but with the specific feature that there
are a plurality of holes between these prongs, distributed
linearly and also equidistant from one another.

[0010] This structure means that the accessory can be
fitted onto the male band of the cap’s closure system
through its holes, into which the prongs of this male band
will be connected, meaning that there will be half the de-
fined distance between the prongs of the male band and
the unaligned prongs of the accessory, in such a way
that these unaligned prongs will be used to connect to
the female band of the cap.

[0011] Although it is true that the accessory offers a
similar or even identical number of positions as those
offered by the cap initially, its selective use, that is, using
it or not using it, allows the cap to offer twice the number
of adjustment positions as a whole. Therefore, there will
be users who do not need to use the device as the cap
perfectly fits their head in one of the initial positions of-
fered by the cap adjustment system, and there will be
other users who need to install the accessory so that the
cap fits perfectly to the contour of their head.

[0012] The part, once installed on the cap in question,
goes completely unnoticed, being sturdy enough to be
able to be handled without danger of breakage and at a
very economical manufacturing/acquisition price.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0013] To supplement the following description and in
order to help achieve a better understanding of the in-
vention’s features, a set of drawings are provided as an
integral part of a practical example for which at least the
following has been represented:

Figure 1. Shows a perspective view of a cap-adjust-
ing accessory, produced in accordance with the pur-
pose of this invention.

Figure 2. Shows a plan view of the device of the
previous figure.
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Figure 3. Shows a profile view of the part of the pre-
vious figures.

Figure 4. Shows a front elevated view of this acces-
sory.

Figure 5. Shows a profile view of a practical applica-
tion example of the device on the bands of a cap,
which is partially represented.

PREFERENTIAL EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION

[0014] From the above figures, and especially figure
5, it can be seen that the cap-adjusting accessory is in-
tended to be positioned on the male band (1) of the cap’s
fastening system, this being of the type where the cap
incorporates a rear cut-out in the shape of an inverted
"U", from the bottom ends of which (2-2’) extend a male
band (1) and a female band (3), the male band (1) having
a plurality of prongs (4), distributed linearly and at an
equidistant distance (d), whereas the female band (3)
has a plurality of holes (5), distributed linearly and also
equidistant from each other at a distance (d).

[0015] Inaccordance withthe essence oftheinvention,
and in accordance with figures 1 to 4, the accessory of
the invention takes the form of an elongated laminar body
(6), of sturdy and flexible plastic, with a similar configu-
ration to the bands in the cap closure system, with the
specific feature that a plurality of prongs (4’) are estab-
lished on this laminar body (6) distributed linearly and
equidistant from each other, with the specific feature that
a plurality of holes (5’) are established between these
prongs, distributed linearly and also equidistant from
each other at a distance (d).

[0016] Based on this structure, and as can be seen in
figure 5, the configuration of the accessory allows it to
be connected to the male band (1) of the cap’s closure
system through its holes (5’), into which the prongs (4)
of this male band (1) will be fitted, meaning that there will
be a distance (d/2), that is, half the defined distance be-
tween the prongs of the male band and the unaligned
prongs (4’) of the accessory, in such a way that these
unaligned prongs will be used for attachment to the fe-
male band (3) of the cap through its corresponding holes
(5).

[0017] In this way, through using or not using the de-
vice, the cap can offer twice the possible adjustmentcom-
binations, in this case fourteen, for the same maximum
separation, that is, reducing the minimum degree of ad-
justment permitted by the system by half.

[0018] Finally, it only remains to mention that, although
in the figures provided the device has a rounded config-
uration at one end and is straight at the other, it is obvious
that this configuration is irrelevant, and it can be a fully
symmetrical piece at its ends, both rounded, straight or
with any other appropriate configuration, without affect-
ing the essence of the invention.
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Claims

1. Cap-adjusting accessory, for the type of cap which
incorporates arear cut-outinthe shape of aninverted
"U", from the bottom ends (2-2’) of which extend a
male band (1) and a female band (3), the male band
(1) having a plurality of prongs (4), distributed linearly
and equidistant from one another, whereas the fe-
male band (3) has a plurality of holes (5), distributed
linearly and equidistant from one another with the
same spacing, characterised by the fact that it is
constituted from an elongated laminar body (6), in
which there are a plurality of prongs (4), distributed
linearly and with the same spacing between them as
on the male band (1) of the closure system, with the
specific feature that a plurality of holes (5’) are es-
tablished between these prongs, distributed linearly
and also equidistant from one another.

2. Cap-adjusting accessory, according to claim 1,
characterised by the fact that the elongated laminar
body (6) is made of sturdy and flexible plastic.
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