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(57) The invention relates to a washer-dryer 1 com-
prising a drum 3 for receiving laundry 6 to be treated, the
drum 3 disposed in a tub 2 and rotatable about an axis
4 and having a load not exceeding first load to be washed
and having a load less than a second load to be dried,
wherein the second load is smaller than the first load, a
control device 7 for controlling operation of the wash-
er-dryer 1, the control device 7 including a weighing de-
vice 8 for determining a load of laundry 6 present in the
drum 3, a display device 9 for displaying information to
a user, and a setting device 10 for receiving input settings
from the user, characterized in that the control device 7
is configured for, upon receiving the laundry 6 into the
drum 3 and receiving an input by the setting device 10
for starting treatment of the laundry 6 by washing and
drying, weighing the laundry 6 and determining a load of
the laundry 6 by the weighing device 8, comparing the
load to the second load, and if the load does not exceed
the second load, controlling the display device 9 for dis-
playing a first indication that treatment by washing and
drying the laundry 6 in the drum 3 may be performed in
a continuous process, and if the load exceeds the second
load, controlling the display device 9 for displaying a sec-
ond indication that the treatment by washing and drying
the laundry 6 will be interrupted after washing, and the
user prompted to remove laundry with a load in excess
of the second load from the drum 3 prior to starting drying
the laundry 6. The invention also relates to a method of
operating such washer-dryer 1.
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Description

[0001] The invention relates to a washer-dryer com-
prising a drum for receiving laundry to be treated, the
drum disposed in a tub and rotatable about an axis and
having a load not exceeding first load to be washed and
having a load less than a second load to be dried, wherein
the second load is smaller than the first load, a control
device for controlling operation of the washer-dryer, the
control device including a weighing device for determin-
ing a load of laundry present in the drum, a display device
for displaying information to a user, and a setting device
for receiving input settings from the user.
[0002] The invention also relates to a method of oper-
ating a washer-dryer comprising a drum for receiving
laundry to be treated, the drum disposed in a tub and
rotatable about an axis and having a load not exceeding
first load to be washed and having a load less than a
second load to be dried, wherein the second load is small-
er than the first load, a control device for controlling op-
eration of the washer-dryer, the control device including
a weighing device for determining a load of laundry
present in the drum, a display device for displaying infor-
mation to a user, and a setting device for receiving input
settings from the user.
[0003] Document WO 2010/018201 A1 discloses a
washer-dryer and a method as defined above.
[0004] It is noted that a conventional washer-dryer is
generally not able to dry a full load of laundry that it is
able to wash. For these reasons it is conventional to have
a washer-dryer stop operation after completing a wash-
ing process, have the user remove a part of the wet laun-
dry, and re-start the washer-dryer for drying the remain-
ing laundry first, remove the dried remainder from the
washer-dryer and re-insert the previously removed still
wet laundry and have it dried subsequently. This proce-
dure is time-consuming and cumbersome for the user,
requiring attention to the washer-dryer two times after
starting a process for drying laundry.
[0005] In current development a device applicable for
weighing laundry has been incorporated into a washer-
dryer, specifically for controlling balance in spinning op-
eration of the washer-dryer for de-watering laundry after
washing and avoiding excess unbalance. Also methods
for determining amounts of laundry present in a washing
machine or washer-dryer have been established which
assess an amount of laundry present by evaluating its
soaking properties when liquid is added to the laundry.
[0006] WO 2010/018201 A1 in particular relates to a
drum-type washing machine that may be embodied as a
washer-dryer, and to a method for controlling a water
inflow thereof. The washing machine includes a control
device for controlling operations, a detecting unit for de-
tecting a load of laundry, a timing unit for recording op-
erating times of the washing machine, a comparing unit
for performing comparisons between operating
parameters , and a water supply for unit for feeding a
washing solution of water and additives like detergents

into the washing machine.
[0007] EP 3 109 356 A1 relates to a drying method for
implementation in a washer-dryer. The washer-dryer
comprises: a tub, a drum arranged within the tub and
adapted to receive laundry for treatment within the drum,
a washing arrangement adapted to wash the laundry re-
ceived in the drum, a drying arrangement comprising a
drying air heater and a drying air fan for drying the laun-
dry, and a load detector for detecting a load signal indic-
ative of the load received in the drum. The washer-dryer
is adapted to dry the laundry received in the drum and
the drying method comprises evaluation of a moment of
inertia of laundry being dried and being rotated in the
drum, and executing a dewatering spin cycle if the mo-
ment of inertia is found to exceed a predetermined thresh-
old.
[0008] Accordingly it is a problem to improve operation
of a washer-dryer by providing guidance to a user with
respect to handling loads of laundry for washing and dry-
ing by the washer-dryer, and minimize necessary inter-
action between the user and the washer-dryer when
treating laundry.
[0009] Solutions to these problems are accomplished,
according to the invention, by providing a washer-dryer
and a method for operating a washer-dryer as defined in
the respective independent claim. Preferred embodi-
ments of the washer-dryer and the method are defined
in dependent claims, with preferred embodiments of the
washer-dryer corresponding to preferred embodiments
of the method, and vice versa, even if not expressly spec-
ified elsewhere herein.
[0010] In accordance with the invention there is pro-
vided a washer-dryer comprising a drum for receiving
laundry to be treated, the drum disposed in a tub and
rotatable about an axis and having a load not exceeding
first load to be washed and having a load less than a
second load to be dried, wherein the second load is small-
er than the first load, a control device for controlling op-
eration of the washer-dryer, the control device including
a weighing device for determining a load of laundry
present in the drum, a display device for displaying infor-
mation to a user, and a setting device for receiving input
settings from the user, wherein the control device is con-
figured for, upon receiving the laundry into the drum and
receiving an input by the setting device for starting treat-
ment of the laundry by washing and drying, weighing the
laundry and determining a load of the laundry by the
weighing device, comparing the load to the second load,
and if the load does not exceed the second load, control-
ling the display device for displaying a first indication that
treatment by washing and drying the laundry in the drum
may be performed in a continuous process, and if the
load exceeds the second load, controlling the display de-
vice for displaying a second indication that the treatment
by washing and drying the laundry will be interrupted after
washing, and the user prompted to remove laundry with
a load in excess of the second load from the drum prior
to starting drying the laundry.
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[0011] In accordance with the invention there is also
provided a method of operating a washer-dryer compris-
ing a drum for receiving laundry to be treated, the drum
disposed in a tub and rotatable about an axis and having
a load not exceeding first load to be washed and having
a load less than a second load to be dried, wherein the
second load is smaller than the first load, a control device
for controlling operation of the washer-dryer, the control
device including a weighing device for determining a load
of laundry present in the drum, a display device for dis-
playing information to a user, and a setting device for
receiving input settings from the user. The method in-
cludes the following steps:

a) upon receiving the laundry into the drum and re-
ceiving an input by the setting device for starting
treatment of the laundry by washing and drying,
weighing the laundry and determining a load of the
laundry by the weighing device;
b) comparing the load to the second load, and if the
load does not exceed the second load, displaying a
first indication by the display device that treatment
by washing and drying the laundry in the drum may
be performed in a continuous process, and if the load
exceeds the second load, displaying a second indi-
cation by the display device that the treatment by
washing and drying the laundry will be interrupted
after washing; and prompting the user to remove
laundry with a load in excess of the second load from
the drum prior to starting drying the laundry.

[0012] The invention provides extended ease of use
of the respective washer-dryer by enabling the user to
avoid attention to the washer-dryer before fully finishing
washing and drying a load of laundry if this load does not
exceed the maximal load acceptable for being dried in
the washer-dryer. The invention combines advanta-
geously with automatic control and autonomous treat-
ment processes of the washer-dryer such as automatic
dosing of detergents, softeners and other agents as con-
ventionally added to washing suds, adaptation of proc-
esses to actual loads of laundry, and prediction of dura-
tion of processes in dependence of actual loads of laun-
dry.
[0013] In a preferred embodiment of the invention the
control device is also configured to, if the load does not
exceed the second load, prompt the user to determine if
the treatment by washing and drying is to be executed
continuously. This allows the user to have the complete
washing and drying process run autonomously until its
end, or alternatively retain the possibility to have access
to the laundry after washing but prior to drying, for ex-
tracting part of the laundry or adding additional laundry
prior to drying.
[0014] In an additional preferred embodiment of the
invention the control device is configured to, if the load
exceeds the second load, interrupting the treatment and
controlling the display device for displaying a third indi-

cation prompting the user to remove laundry with a load
in excess of the second load from the drum and re-start
the treatment by providing input to the setting device.
This allows the user to remove laundry in excess of the
second load prior to the washing step, and enables hav-
ing a continuous washing and drying process executed
with excess laundry remaining dry and without any treat-
ment, for processing at a later time. It is clear that this
option is viable only if the weighing procedure is per-
formed without adding any liquid to laundry for the pur-
pose of weighing as in some embodiments to be de-
scribed subsequently.
[0015] In another preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion the control device is configured for, upon receiving
the laundry into the drum and receiving an input by the
setting device for starting treatment of the laundry by dry-
ing only, weighing the laundry and determining a load of
the laundry by the weighing device, comparing the load
to the second load, and if the load does not exceed the
second load, controlling the display device for displaying
a fourth indication that treatment by drying the laundry in
the drum may be performed, and if the load exceeds the
second load, controlling the display device for displaying
a fourth indication prompting the user to remove laundry
with a load in excess of the second load from the drum
prior to starting drying the laundry. Thereby advantage
is taken of the availability of the weighing device for eval-
uating the laundry prior to executing a drying process,
applying it to evaluate if a given load of laundry is below
the maximum capacity of the washer-dryer for drying the
laundry. It is observed that the operation of the weighing
device has to account for that the laundry placed into the
drum for drying only is usually wet to a degree of around
50% of the dry mass of the laundry, thereby increasing
the total mass substantially in relation to the situation
where dry laundry is placed into the drum for washing.
[0016] In a further preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion the control device is configured to interrupt operation
after a washing treatment of laundry in the drum, and
resume operation after receiving an input from the user
via the setting device, and also configured to, if the load
does not exceed the second load, display an indication
on the display device that no extraction of laundry from
the drum is necessary prior to providing the input for re-
suming operation to the setting device. Thereby the user
is informed of the appropriateness of a given load of laun-
dry for drying even if the washer-dryer has interrupted
operation after washing and prior art drying, making it
clear that operation can be continued by giving a respec-
tive input to the setting device without prior extracting
laundry from the drum.
[0017] In yet another preferred embodiment of the in-
vention the washer-dryer includes a suspension device
suspending the tub in the washer-dryer, wherein the
weighing device is attached to the suspension device for
measuring an extension value of the suspension device
incurred by the laundry placed in the drum. Suspension
devices are generally necessary for tubs having rotatable
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drums, for adapting to, and dissipating of, dynamic forces
generated by imbalances caused by uneven distribution
of laundry in the drum as the drum spins at elevated
speed, particularly for dewatering the laundry after com-
pleting treatment for washing. By attaching the weighing
device to the suspension device the invention advanta-
geously applies existing components of the washer-dryer
for its purpose.
[0018] In yet a further preferred embodiment of the in-
vention the weighing device includes an elongation sen-
sor device including at least one elongation sensor.
There is no specific precaution to be observed in select-
ing the elongation sensor. Specifically an elongation sen-
sor which is present in the washer-dryer for any other
purpose may be applied in implementing the invention.
Such elongation sensors may be: A 3D sensor which
evaluates deformations of a shaft attached to the drum
and used both for bearing the drum in the tub and for
driving the drum to rotate by a motor external to the tub.
Such 3D sensor may be located in a bearing located in
the tub which is traversed by the said shaft, and may
even include components such as magnets included in
the shaft. Deformations detectable by the 3D sensor are
caused by laundry placed in the drum and causing elastic
strain of the shaft. Alternatives to the 3D sensor may be
an extensiometric gauge attached to a spring which is
part of a suspension system, or a displacement sensor
attached to a shock absorber which is also part of the
suspension system. Likewise a sensor could be applied
which determines the location of the tub within the wash-
er-dryer by contactless means such as a laser distance
sensor. Of course measurements from a plurality of sen-
sors may be combined for evaluating an actual load of
laundry in the drum. This pertains to sensor devices men-
tioned in this chapter as well as to such devices men-
tioned hereinbelow.
[0019] In still another preferred embodiment of the in-
vention the measuring device is configured for determin-
ing the load of the laundry from data related to moving
the laundry by rotating the drum. With further preference
such data may include at least one selected from the
group consisting of: torque of the drum rotating with the
laundry; amount of liquid needed for completely soaking
the laundry in the drum; level of liquid in the drum after
introducing a predetermined amount of liquid into the
drum and rotating the drum so as to soak the laundry
with the liquid. These are indirect measurements which
apply an increase in the moment of inertia of the drum
which is increased by loading laundry, thereby incurring
an increased torque necessary for turning the drum at a
prescribed speed, which may be measured by assessing
the related electric load imposed on the motor driving the
drum to rotate. Further data related to the laundry’s ca-
pability of absorbing water may be applied in determining
the load of laundry present in the drum. Such data may
be assessed shortly after initiating a washing procedure
for laundry. It is observed that in such embodiments the
invention proceeds shortly after the washing process is

initiated, whereas methods for measurements described
in preceding chapters may be performed prior to initiating
a washing process.
[0020] In again another preferred embodiment of the
invention the control device is configured for applying the
load of laundry determined to adjust a process for treating
the laundry. With further preference the adjustment of a
process for treating the laundry may include at least one
selected from the group consisting of: duration of the
process; addition of detergent to the process; addition of
water to the process; addition of heat to the process.
Thereby data obtained by applying the invention may be
used in adapting a process for treating the laundry, which
may further enhance the benefit to be obtained by the
user.
[0021] In again a further preferred embodiment of the
invention the control device is configured for applying the
load of laundry determined to predict duration of the proc-
ess for treating the laundry that has actually been select-
ed by the user. Thereby user’s benefit is further enhanced
by providing information about when termination of the
laundry treatment process may be reasonably expected,
relieving the user from own considerations in such re-
gards.
[0022] In again an additional preferred embodiment of
the invention the display device and the setting device
are included in a communication unit which is spatially
separable from the washer-dryer and communicates with
the washer-dryer wirelessly. Thereby the user may apply
a smartphone or other communication unit including ca-
pability to receive input from a user and applied as the
setting device, and capability to provide displays to a user
and applied as the display device, and being linked to
the washer-dryer by a wireless communication interface
such as Bluetooth and Wi-Fi, for controlling operation of
the washer-dryer. In such context the definition that the
control device includes the display device and the setting
device appears not to require some spatial unity of the
control device, but also allows that items of the control
device as the display device and the setting device are
arranged in spatial independence of the washer-dryer
with the drum and other hardware for executing washing
and drying processes, and communicate with the wash-
er-dryer through a wireless channel.
[0023] Further details, benefits and advantages of the
invention will appear from the subsequent description of
specific embodiments with references to the Figures in
the attached drawing. In this drawing:

Figure 1 shows a schematic section of a washer-dryer
according to the invention;

Figure 2 shows a flow diagram of a washing and dry-
ing method for execution in a washer-dryer
according to the invention; and

Figure 3 shows a communication unit applied for pro-
viding the display device and the setting de-
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vice remote to the washer-dryer.

[0024] As shown in Fig. 1 the washer-dryer 1 compris-
es a drum 3 for receiving laundry 6 to be treated, the
drum 3 disposed in a tub 2 and rotatable about an axis
4 and having a load not exceeding first load to be washed
and having a load less than a second load to be dried,
wherein the second load is smaller than the first load. A
suspension device 5 is provided for suspending tub 2 in
the washer-dryer, the suspension device 5 including
springs and shock absorbers according to common prac-
tice. Presently only two springs 5 are shown by dashed
lines as representatives of the suspension device 5.
Laundry 6 to be processed in accordance with the inven-
tion is shown in drum 3.
[0025] Fig. 1 does not show means for bearing the
drum 3 in the tub 2, and for driving the drum 3 to rotate
such as an electric motor and a transmission. Fig. 1 like-
wise does not show means for routing water or washing
suds into the tub 2, adding detergents, softeners, and
other conventional agents to such water or washing suds,
heating such suds, and removing such suds from the tub
2 after completing a washing process. Finally Fig. 1 does
not show means for drying such as a process air channel
for circulating drying air through the tub 2, and heat ex-
changers for heating or cooling such drying air, as even-
tually included in a heat pump.
[0026] A control device 7 is provided for controlling op-
eration of the washer-dryer 1, the control device 7 includ-
ing a weighing device 8 for determining a load of the
laundry 6 present in the drum 3, a display device 9 for
displaying information to a user, and a setting device 10
for receiving input settings from the use. The display de-
vice 9 and the setting device 10 constitute the washer-
dryer’s user interface, allowing pertinent information to
be displayed by display device 6, and pertinent user input
provided to control device 7 by the setting device 10.
[0027] According to the invention the control device 7
is configured for, upon receiving the laundry 6 into the
drum 3 and receiving an input by the setting device 10
for starting treatment of the laundry 6 by washing and
drying, weighing the laundry 6 and determining a load of
the laundry 6 by the weighing device 8, comparing the
load to the second load, and if the load does not exceed
the second load, controlling the display device 9 for dis-
playing a first indication that treatment by washing and
drying the laundry 6 in the drum 3 may be performed in
a continuous process, and if the load exceeds the second
load, controlling the display device 9 for displaying a sec-
ond indication that the treatment by washing and drying
the laundry 6 will be interrupted after washing, and the
user prompted to remove laundry with a load in excess
of the second load from the drum 3 prior to starting drying
the laundry 6.
[0028] As a preferred option the control device 4 is con-
figured to, if the load exceeds the second load, interrupt-
ing the treatment and controlling the display device 6 for
displaying a third indication prompting the user to remove

laundry 6 with a load in excess of the second load from
the drum 3 and re-start the treatment by providing input
to the setting device 10. This allows the user to remove
laundry 6 in excess of the second load prior to the wash-
ing step, and enables having a continuous washing and
drying process executed with excess laundry remaining
dry and without any treatment, for processing at a later
time.
[0029] A method according to the invention is shown
in Fig. 2 in an essentially self-explanatory fashion. Upon
starting the process for washing and drying a load I of
laundry 6 placed in drum 3 of washer-dryer 1 a step of
detecting load I by weighing device 8 is performed, be it
by direct measurement of weight via an elongation sen-
sor attached to a suspension device 5 in the washer-
dryer or by indirect measurement via determination of
water absorption by laundry 6, as described above.
[0030] In particular measuring device 7 may be con-
figured for determining the load I of laundry 6 from data
related to moving laundry 6 by rotating drum 3. Specifi-
cally such data may include at least one of torque or
moment of inertia of drum 3 rotating with laundry 6,
amount of liquid needed for completely soaking laundry
6 in drum 3, level of liquid in drum 3 after introducing a
predetermined amount of liquid into drum 3 and rotating
drum 3 so as to soak laundry 6 with the liquid.
[0031] Subsequently the measured load I is compared
to the predetermined second load 12 which is the maxi-
mum load that the washer-dryer can handle for drying.
[0032] If I exceeds I2 the method proceeds by washing
laundry 6, and suspending further progress by displaying
a message on the display device 9 which prompts the
user to remove an excess part of laundry 6 from drum 3,
and then confirm by in input to setting device 10 for con-
tinuing the procedure. Subsequently the laundry left in
drum 3 is dried, and the procedure is finished. Optionally
the user may be prompted to remove the excess part
immediately and prior to washing, to allow washing and
drying laundry 6 remaining in drum 3 in a continuous
process, and keep the excess laundry dry and without
treatment for processing at a later time. It is clear that
this option is viable only if the weighing procedure is per-
formed without adding any liquid to laundry 6 for the pur-
pose of weighing.
[0033] If I does not exceed 12, thereby qualifying the
full load of laundry 6 in drum 3 for drying, another mes-
sage is displayed on display device 6 prompting the user
to indicate if suspension of the procedure prior to drying
is desired. If that is the case, the procedure continues as
described in the preceding chapter by suspending after
washing and prior to drying, continuing after receiving
user’s input via setting device 10 only. If that is not the
case the procedure continues from washing through dry-
ing to the finish without any further suspension.
[0034] If a process for just drying a batch of laundry 6
in drum 3 is desired, the process can also profit from
weighing laundry 6 prior to performing the drying step,
and informing the user of the load I exceeds the maximum
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value 12, for avoiding a drying process with and exces-
sive load of laundry 6 in drum 3. This information may
include a prompt to remove excess laundry from drum 3
prior to initiating the drying process. Of course, the weigh-
ing procedure has to account for that laundry 6 placed
into drum 3 for drying only is wet to a degree of around
50% of the dry mass of the laundry, thereby increasing
the total mass substantially in relation to the situation
where dry laundry is placed into the drum for washing.
[0035] The invention may further provide control de-
vice 7 to be configured for applying the load of laundry 6
determined to adjust a process for treating laundry 6. The
adjustment of a process for treating laundry 6 may include
one of: duration of the process; addition of detergent to
the process; addition of water to the process; addition of
heat to the process.
[0036] The invention may also provide for control de-
vice 7 to be configured for applying the load of laundry 6
determined for predicting a duration of the process for
treating laundry 6.
[0037] The invention provides extended ease of use
of the respective washer-dryer by enabling the user to
avoid attention to the washer-dryer before fully finishing
washing and drying a load of laundry if this load does not
exceed the maximal load acceptable for being dried in
the washer-dryer. The invention combines advanta-
geously with automatic control and autonomous treat-
ment processes of the washer-dryer such as automatic
dosing of detergents, softeners and other agents as con-
ventionally added to washing suds, adaptation of proc-
esses to actual loads of laundry, and prediction of dura-
tion of processes in dependence of actual loads of laun-
dry.
[0038] Fig. 3 shows the display device 9 and the setting
device 10 included in a communication unit 11 which is
spatially separable from the washer-dryer 1 and commu-
nicates with the washer-dryer 1 wirelessly. Communica-
tion unit 11 may be a smartphone or tablet computer ap-
propriately programmed by hosting an app, including ca-
pability to receive input from a user and applied as the
setting device 10, and capability to provide displays to a
user and applied as the display device 6. A link to the
washer-dryer 1 is established by a wireless communica-
tion interface such as Bluetooth and Wi-Fi, for controlling
operation of the washer-dryer 1. It is noted that the control
device 7 including the display device 9 and the setting
device 10 is not meant to require some spatial unity of
the control device 4 within or at the washer-dryer 1, but
is meant to allow also that items of the control device 4
as the display device 9 and the setting device 10 may be
arranged in spatial independence of the washer-dryer 1
with the drum 3 and other hardware for executing wash-
ing and drying processes, and communicate with the
washer-dryer 1 through a wireless channel.

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

[0039]

1 Washer-dryer
2 Tub
3 Drum
4 Axis
5 Suspension device
6 Laundry
7 Control device
8 Weighing device
9 Display device
10 Setting device
11 Communication unit

Claims

1. A washer-dryer (1) comprising a drum (3) for receiv-
ing laundry (6) to be treated, the drum (3) disposed
in a tub (2) and rotatable about an axis (4) and having
a load not exceeding first load to be washed and
having a load less than a second load to be dried,
wherein the second load is smaller than the first load,
a control device (7) for controlling operation of the
washer-dryer (1), the control device (7) including a
weighing device (8) for determining a load of laundry
(6) present in the drum (3), a display device (9) for
displaying information to a user, and a setting device
(10) for receiving input settings from the user, char-
acterized in that the control device (7) is configured
for, upon receiving the laundry (6) into the drum (3)
and receiving an input by the setting device (10) for
starting treatment of the laundry (6) by washing and
drying, weighing the laundry (6) and determining a
load of the laundry (6) by the weighing device (8),
comparing the load to the second load, and if the
load does not exceed the second load, controlling
the display device (9) for displaying a first indication
that treatment by washing and drying the laundry (6)
in the drum (3) may be performed in a continuous
process, and if the load exceeds the second load,
controlling the display device (9) for displaying a sec-
ond indication that the treatment by washing and dry-
ing the laundry (6) will be interrupted after washing,
and the user prompted to remove laundry with a load
in excess of the second load from the drum (3) prior
to starting drying the laundry (6).

2. The washer-dryer (1) according to claim 1, wherein
the control device (7) is also configured to, if the load
does not exceed the second load, prompt the user
to determine if the treatment by washing and drying
is to be executed continuously.

3. The washer-dryer (1) according to claim 1, wherein
the control device (7) is configured to, if the load ex-
ceeds the second load, interrupting the treatment
and controlling the display device (9) for displaying
a third indication prompting the user to remove laun-
dry with a load in excess of the second load from the
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drum (3) and re-start the treatment by providing input
to the setting device (10).

4. The washer-dryer (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the control device (7) is con-
figured for, upon receiving the laundry (6) into the
drum (3) and receiving an input by the setting device
(10) for starting treatment of the laundry (6) by drying
only, weighing the laundry (6) and determining a load
of the laundry (6) by the weighing device (8), com-
paring the load to the second load, and if the load
does not exceed the second load, controlling the dis-
play device (9) for displaying a fourth indication that
treatment by drying the laundry (6) in the drum (3)
may be performed, and if the load exceeds the sec-
ond load, controlling the display device (9) for dis-
playing a fourth indication prompting the user to re-
move laundry with a load in excess of the second
load from the drum (3) prior to starting drying the
laundry (6).

5. The washer-dryer (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the control device (7) is con-
figured to interrupt operation after a washing treat-
ment of laundry (6) in the drum (3), and resume op-
eration after receiving an input from the user via the
setting device (10), and wherein the control device
(7) is configured to, if the load does not exceed the
second load, display an indication on the display de-
vice (9) that no extraction of laundry (6) from the
drum (3) is necessary prior to providing the input for
resuming operation to the setting device (10).

6. The washer-dryer (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, including a suspension device (5)
suspending the tub (2) in the washer-dryer, wherein
the weighing device (8) is attached to the suspension
device (5) for measuring an extension value of the
suspension device (5) incurred by the laundry (6)
placed in the drum (3).

7. The washer-dryer (1) according to claim 6, wherein
the weighing device (8) includes an elongation sen-
sor device including at least one elongation sensor
(8).

8. The washer-dryer (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the measuring device (7) is
configured for determining the load of the laundry (6)
from data related to moving the laundry (6) by rotat-
ing the drum (3).

9. The washer-dryer (1) according to claim 8, wherein
the data includes at least one selected from the group
consisting of: torque of the drum (3) rotating with the
laundry (6); amount of liquid needed for completely
soaking the laundry (6) in the drum (3); level of liquid
in the drum (3) after introducing a predetermined

amount of liquid into the drum (3) and rotating the
drum (3) so as to soak the laundry (6) with the liquid.

10. The washer-dryer according to one of the preceding
claims, wherein the control device (7) is configured
for applying the load of laundry (6) determined to
adjust a process for treating the laundry (6).

11. The washer-dryer (1) according to claim 10, wherein
the adjustment of a process for treating the laundry
(6) includes at least one selected from the group con-
sisting of: duration of the process; addition of deter-
gent to the process; addition of water to the process;
addition of heat to the process.

12. The washer-dryer (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the control device (7) is con-
figured for applying the load of laundry (6) deter-
mined to predict a duration of the process for treating
the laundry (6).

13. The washer-dryer (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the display device (9) and
the setting device (10) are included in a communi-
cation unit (11) which is spatially separable from the
washer-dryer (1) and communicates with the wash-
er-dryer (1) wirelessly.

14. A method of operating a washer-dryer (1) comprising
a drum (3) for receiving laundry (6) to be treated, the
drum (3) disposed in a tub (2) and rotatable about
an axis (4) and having a load not exceeding first load
to be washed and having a load less than a second
load to be dried, wherein the second load is smaller
than the first load, a control device (7) for controlling
operation of the washer-dryer (1), the control device
(7) including a weighing device (8) for determining a
load of laundry (6) present in the drum (3), a display
device (9) for displaying information to a user, and
a setting device (10) for receiving input settings from
the user, characterized in that the method includes
the following steps:

a) upon receiving the laundry (6) into the drum
(3) and receiving an input by the setting device
(10) for starting treatment of the laundry (6) by
washing and drying, weighing the laundry (6)
and determining a load of the laundry (6) by the
weighing device (8);
b) comparing the load to the second load, and
if the load does not exceed the second load,
displaying a first indication by the display device
(9) that treatment by washing and drying the
laundry (6) in the drum (3) may be performed in
a continuous process, and if the load exceeds
the second load, displaying a second indication
by the display device (9) that the treatment by
washing and drying the laundry (6) will be inter-
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rupted after washing; and prompting the user to
remove laundry with a load in excess of the sec-
ond load from the drum (3) prior to starting drying
the laundry (6).

15. The method according to claim 14, wherein, in step
b and if the load exceeds the second load, the control
device (7) interrupts the treatment and controls the
display device (9) for displaying a third indication
prompting the user to remove laundry with a load in
excess of the second load from the drum (3) and re-
start the treatment by providing input to the setting
device (10).
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