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Description
Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a case for lip-
stick, lip gloss or makeup (or indeed other materials), and
to a product including lipstick, lip gloss, cosmetics, deo-
dorant, glue, etc., and such a case.

Background

[0002] US2019/0328110 A1 disclosesa lipstick vessel
with a cylindrical upper cover, cylindrical member with (i)
a shoulder (the upper and lower parts of which are open)
insertable into a lower opening of the upper cover and
(i) a lower cover (with an open upper part and a closed
lower part), and the upper opening portion thereof is in-
serted into the lower outer circumference of a circumfer-
ential protrusion protruding outward at a center of the
shoulder; a rotating body of a cylindrical member, which
is inserted into the lower cover to rotate integrally with
the lower cover; a lipstick holding member for holding a
lipstick at the upper part thereof, which is inserted into
the center of the rotating body and moves up and down
while rotating integrally with the rotating body; a guide
member, of which the upper and lower parts are opened
and the outer circumference is tapered, which is provided
between the rotating body and the lipstick holding mem-
ber for guiding the lipstick to be lifted and lowered when
the lipstick holding member moves up and down verti-
cally; and a lipstick receiving member of a cylindrical
member, the upper and lower parts of which are opened
and fixed to the tapered outer circumference of the guide
member so that the upper opening is tapered to protect
the lipstick inside the lipstick receiving member.

Summary

[0003] Itis an object of the presentinvention to provide
a case for an applicable material (that is, a material for
application to another material or object) with a simple
mechanism for facilitating access to or for protecting the
material.

[0004] According to a first aspect, the invention pro-
vides a case for an applicable material, comprising:

an elongate outer casing comprising a base, a pe-
ripheral wall and an open upper periphery;

a material mount located within and supported by
the outer casing; and

an elongate inner sleeve comprising a peripheral
wall and an open upper periphery, the inner sleeve
being located at least in part within the outer casing
and surrounding the mount at least in part;

wherein the mount is fixed relative to the outer cas-
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ing;

the inner sleeve is slidable longitudinally between a
retracted position and an extended position such
that, when in the retracted position, the inner sleeve
is configured to expose an applicable material (that
is, an elongate portion or whatever cross-sectional
shape) for use and, when in the extended position,
the inner sleeve is configured to at least partially sur-
round (so as to at least partially protect) the applica-
ble material when not in use; and

the inner sleeve is manipulable by a user (such as
with a single digit) so as to slide the inner sleeve
between the retracted position and the extended po-
sition.

[0005] The material-to be ’applicable’ from the case-
should be of relatively high viscosity and hence may com-
prise, for example, lipstick or lip gloss (in the form of a
bullet of lipstick or lip gloss), a cosmetic (such as foun-
dation in the form of a ’chubby stick’), glue (in the form
of a ’glue stick’) or deodorant. It is envisaged that the
material will typically be in generally cylindrical form, but
other cross-sectional shapes are possible. In many em-
bodiment, the material will be in the form of a stick (e.g.
lipstick, a glue stick or a stick of deodorant).

[0006] The mount is fixed relative to the outer casing
in normal use so the material, when mounted on or in the
mount, is also generally fixed relative to the outer casing.
This does not preclude the option of the mount being
removable from the outer casing for replacement or re-
furbishment (such as by having the mount engaging the
outer casing by snap-lock engagement), but the mount
and outer casing are fixed relative to one another when
the inner sleeve is extended and retracted. Indeed, it is
envisaged that the mount and the outer casing may be
manufactured so as to be integral in some embodiments.
As a consequence, a cap sized to accommodate the in-
tended applicable material-if placed carefully over the
material to engage the outer casing-cannot compress or
crush the material.

[0007] Inanembodiment,the peripheral wall of the out-
er casing defines a longitude slot through which projects
a projection (such as a tab or boss) provided externally
on the peripheral wall of the inner sleeve, the projection
and hence the inner sleeve being manipulable by the
user so as to slide the inner sleeve between the retracted
position and the extended position.

[0008] Inanembodiment, the caseincludes a cap con-
figured to removably engage the outer casing, such as
a cap removably locatable about the upper periphery of
the outer casing. The engagement may be, for example,
threaded engagement or snap-lock engagement.
[0009] Thebase ofthe outer casing need notbe closed,
but in some embodiments is at least partially closed by
one or more elements provided to supportthe mount with-
in the outer casing.
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[0010] Inanembodiment,the peripheral wall of the out-
er casing is internally generally cylindrical and the pe-
ripheral wall of the inner sleeve is externally generally
cylindrical (thatis have generally circular cross sections).
It willbe appreciated, however, that other cross-sectional
shapes are possible, such as polygonal (e.g. square, tri-
angular, rectangular), elliptical or irregular.

[0011] In an embodiment, the case is of a plastics ma-
terial.

[0012] In an embodiment, the mount is supported in
part or fully by the base of the outer casing. In an em-
bodiment, the mount is supported in part or fully by the
peripheral wall of the outer casing. In certain embodi-
ments, the mount is supported in part by the base of the
outer casing and in part by the peripheral wall of the outer
casing.

[0013] In an embodiment, the case includes one or
more elements (such as legs or ribs) that extend from
the mount to the outer casing and support the mount.
[0014] In an embodiment, the mount includes a skirt
configured to extend below the material, and the case
includes one or more elements (such as legs or ribs) that
extend from the skirt to the outer casing and support the
mount.

[0015] The mountmay have a floor. Thus, the material
can be impeded from being pushed further into the mount
than desired and/or supported by the floor.

[0016] In an embodiment, the mount is configured to
support the material at a circumference or periphery of
the material, at a base of the material, or at both the
periphery and base of the material.

[0017] In an embodiment, the inner sleeve is config-
ured to engage a portion of the outer casing or a portion
of the mount when in the extended position, so that the
inner sleeve resists being moved beyond the extended
position. The inner sleeve may, for example, be provided
with a detent or tab that abuts the outer casing or the
mount when in the extended position.

[0018] In an embodiment, the case includes a locking
mechanism (such as a catch or snap-lock element) pro-
vided on the inner sleeve, and configured to engage a
cap (such as at a complementary recess or snap-lock
element provided therein) when the inner sleeve is in the
extended position. Hence, the locking mechanism serves
to resist dislodgement of such a cap and displacement
ofthe inner sleeve from the extended position, when such
a cap is in use.

[0019] Accordingtoasecondaspect,theinvention pro-
vides a product, comprising:

a case according to the first aspect; and

a quantity of applicable material mounted to said
mount.

[0020] The material may comprise, for example, lip-
stick, lip gloss, a cosmetic (such as foundation), deodor-
ant or glue.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0021] It should be noted that any of the various indi-
vidual features of each of the above aspects of the in-
vention, and any of the various individual features of the
embodiments described herein including in the claims,
can be combined as suitable and desired.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0022] In order that the invention may be more clearly
ascertained, embodiments will now be described by way
of example with reference to the following drawing, in
which:

Figure 1 is a schematic perspective view of a lipstick
product according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

Figure 2A is a schematic perspective view of the lip-
stick product of figure 1 with cap removed and inner
sleeve extended;

Figure 2B is a schematic perspective view of the lip-
stick product of figure 1 with cap omitted and inner
sleeve partially extended;

Figure 2C is a schematic perspective view of the
lipstick product of figure 1 with cap omitted and inner
sleeve retracted;

Figure 3A is a plan view of the outer casing and
mount of the lipstick product of figure 1;

Figure 3B is a perspective view of the outer casing
and mount of the lipstick product of figure 1;

Figure 3C is a further perspective view of the outer
casing and mount of the lipstick product of figure 1;

Figures 4A and 4B are schematic perspective views
of the lipstick product of figure 1 viewed obliquely
from underneath (with cap omitted), with figure 4A
depicting the inner sleeve retracted and figure 4B
depicting the inner sleeve extended;

Figures 5A and 5B are further views of the outer cas-
ing and mount of the lipstick product of figure 1;

Figures 6A and 6B are views of the inner sleeve of
the lipstick product of figure 1; and

Figures 7A to 7D are cross-sectional views through
a vertical mid-plane of the lipstick product of figure 1.

Detailed description
[0023] Figure 1 is a schematic perspective view of a

lipstick product 10 according to an embodiment of the
present invention. Lipstick product 10 includes a case 12
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(of a plastics material) and a bullet of lipstick (not shown
in this view).

[0024] Case 12 includes an elongate, generally cylin-
drical outer casing 14 and a cap 16; cap 16 engages an
upper periphery of outer casing 14 in snap-lock engage-
ment, and is removed when it is desired to access the
bullet of lipstick. Outer casing 14 includes a peripheral
wall 18 and a base 20.

[0025] Peripheral wall 18 defines an elongate longitu-
dinal slot 22. Case 12 includes a projection in the form
of a tab 24 (provided on the peripheral wall of an inner
sleeve, not shown) that is slidably moveable along slot
22 between the position shown in this figure and a posi-
tion adjacent base 20.

[0026] Briefly, lipstick product 10 functions in the fol-
lowing manner. Figure 2A is a schematic perspective
view of lipstick product 10 after removal of cap 16. A first
snap-lock element 26 (comprising a flange) of a snap-
lock mechanism is apparent at the upper periphery of
peripheral wall 18; cap 16 includes a complementary
snap-lock element (not visible in this view) within its lower
periphery, configured to engage first snap-lock element
26 when cap 16 is in situ on outer casing 14.

[0027] Case 12includes and partially houses a gener-
ally cylindrical inner sleeve 28, which is exposed by re-
moval of cap 16. As illustrated, inner sleeve 28 is in its
extended position. It should be noted that tab 24 is pro-
vided on inner sleeve 28 (and, in this example, is formed
integrally with inner sleeve 28). The bullet of lipstick is
largely concealed by inner sleeve 28 such that, with inner
sleeve 28 in the illustrated extended position, inner
sleeve 28 provides protection for the bullet of lipstick.
[0028] Figure 2B is a comparable view to that of figure
2A, with cap 16 omitted for clarity and with inner sleeve
28 partially longitudinally retracted thereby exposing a
portion of lipstick bullet 30. As is described in greater
detail below, lipstick bullet 30 is mounted on a mount of
case 12 (not visible in this view) within outer casing 14;
the mount is in turn supported by outer casing 14.
[0029] Figure 2C is a comparable view to that of figure
2B, but with inner sleeve 28 in its retracted position. In
this configuration, tab 24 is in its lowest position, which
can be defined either by the lowest point of travel per-
mitted inner sleeve 28 (such as by the aforementioned
mount or by outer casing 14), by slot 22 or by base 20.
It will be noted that tab 24 may include, optionally, a con-
cavity in the form of a recess 32 to facilitate its manipu-
lation with, for example, a thumb or forefinger.

[0030] Tab 24 or inner sleeve 28 may also optionally
include a locking mechanism for engaging cap 16 when
cap 16 is located on outer casing 14, provided on inner
sleeve 28. This locking mechanism may be in the form
of, for example, an extension or completion of first snap-
lock element 26, or a simple boss or tab (such as tab 34,
on inner sleeve 28 above tab 24) that forms a degree of
friction engagement with cap 16 to thereby resist the dis-
placement of cap 16 and of inner sleeve 28 when the
latter is in its extended position.
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[0031] Figure 3Ais a plan view, and figures 3B and 3C
are perspective views, of outer casing 14 and mount 40
of lipstick product 10. Referring to these figures, mount
40 is configured to receive lipstick bullet 30. Hence, in
this embodiment, mount 40 has a generally cylindrical
peripheral wall 42 and a floor 44. Floor 44 prevents lip-
stick bullet 30 from being pushed further into mount 40-
such as during manufacture or use-than desired.
[0032] Mount 40 optionally includes one or more
blades 46 for retaining lipstick bullet 30, inwardly project-
ing from peripheral wall 42. In other embodiments,
spikes, corrugations or other projections may be em-
ployed, or omitted (such as if lipstick bullet 30 is instead
retained within mount 40 with a friction fit between lipstick
bullet 30 and peripheral wall 42). In this example, mount
40 includes six such blades 46, evenly distributed about
peripheral wall 42.

[0033] Mount 40 includes ribs 48 which are attached
to outer casing 14 whereby outer casing 14 supports
mount 40 (and hence lipstick bullet 30) fixed relative to
outer casing 14. As is most clearly apparent in figure 3C,
mount 40 includes a lower skirt 50, which amounts to a
downwardly depending extension of peripheral wall 42
beyond floor 44 of mount 40.

[0034] It will be noted that the volume of mount 40 that
accommodates lipstick bullet 30 is defined by peripheral
wall 42 and floor 44, and is shallow compared with pe-
ripheral wall 18 of outer casing 14; this is because lipstick
bullet 30 is fixed relative to mount 40 and peripheral wall
18 of outer casing 14, so the portion of lipstick bullet 30
within peripheral wall 42 of mount 40 is essentially unus-
able. The floor 44 is thus positioned as high in mount 40
as possible, consistent with the secure retention of lip-
stick bullet 30 within mount 40 during transportation and
use.

[0035] It will also be apparent from figure 3C that, in
this embodiment, outer casing 14-though generally cy-
lindrical-has a recessed portion 52 (as viewed from out-
side outer casing 14) in which slot 22 is located. Being
recessed relative to the generally cylindrical form of outer
casing 14, recessed portion 52 is-in this example-gener-
ally flat such that slot 22 is located within a generally flat
portion of outer casing 14. (It should be noted that such
a portion, recessed relative to the general profile of the
outer casing, may also be provided in other embodi-
ments.) Recessed portion 52 allows tab 24 to likewise
be recessed relative to the general profile of outer casing
14, to reduce the risk of inadvertent displacement of tab
24 and hence of inner sleeve 28.

[0036] Figures 4A and 4B are schematic perspective
views of lipstick product 10 viewed obliquely from under-
neath (with cap 16 omitted for clarity). Figure 4A depicts
inner sleeve 28 in its retracted position, while figure 4B
depicts inner sleeve 28 in its extended position, thus ex-
posing the upper portion of lipstick bullet 30.

[0037] These figures also depict the lower extremities
of ribs 48, which-as is visible in the figures-are connected
directly to one another in this embodiment, as well as to
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mount40. The lower periphery of inner sleeve 28-though
generally cylindrical-terminates in four portions 54 that
define slots therebetween for accommodating ribs 48
when inner sleeve 28 is in its retracted position (as de-
scribed in greater detail below).

[0038] Figures 5A and 5B are further views of outer
casing 14 and mount 40. The upper register of figure 5A
is an elevational rear view, in which only the very upper
periphery of mount 40 is visible; the lower register of fig-
ure 5A is a perspective view, in which a further portion
of mount 40 is visible through longitudinal slot 22.
[0039] The upper register of figure 5B is also an ele-
vational view (rotated 90 degrees relative to the upper
register of figure 5A), with recessed portion 52 of outer
casing 14 shown from the side. The lower register of fig-
ure 5B is a plan view comparable to that of figure 3A,
with recessed portion 52 oriented-as in upper register-to
the left.

[0040] Figures 6A and 6B are views of inner sleeve 28.
In figure 6A, the upper register is an elevational view and
the lower register is a perspective view, while in figure
6B, the upperregisteris afurther elevational view (rotated
90 degrees relative to the upper register of figure 6A) and
the lower register is a plan view. In these figures, portions
54 of inner sleeve 28, which define slots 56 for accom-
modating ribs 48 when inner sleeve 28 is in its retracted
position, are more clearly visible. One of these portions
54’ is shorter than the others portions 54: this shorter
portion 54’ supports tab 24.

[0041] Figures 7A to 7D are cross-sectional views of
lipstick product 10 through a vertical mid-plane. Figure
7A shows cap 16 in place on outer casing 14 and inner
sleeve 28 in its extended position. Figure 7B shows cap
16 in place on outer casing 14 and inner sleeve 28 in its
extended position. Figure 7C shows cap 16 removed
from outer casing 14 and inner sleeve 28 in its extended
position (hence protecting the otherwise exposed lipstick
bullet 30). Figure 7D shows cap 16 removed from outer
casing 14 and inner sleeve 28 in its retracted position,
hence facilitating access to lipstick bullet 30.

[0042] In these figures, first snap-lock element 26 of a
snap-lock mechanism is visible, as is a second and com-
plementary snap-lock element 60 (comprising a recess
for receiving first element 26) of a snap-lock mechanism,
provided inside the lower periphery of cap 16.

[0043] It will be understood to persons skilled in the art
of the invention that many modifications may be made
without departing from the scope of the invention, in par-
ticular it will be apparent that certain features of embod-
iments of the invention can be employed to form further
embodiments.

[0044] Itis to be understood that, if any prior art is re-
ferred to herein, such reference does not constitute an
admission that the prior art forms a part of the common
general knowledge in the art in any country.

[0045] In the claims which follow and in the preceding
description of the invention, except where the context
requires otherwise due to express language or necessary
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implication, the word "comprise" or variations such as
"comprises" or"comprising" is used inaninclusive sense,
i.e. to specify the presence of the stated features but not
to preclude the presence or addition of further features
in various embodiments of the invention.

Claims
1. A case for an applicable material, comprising:

an elongate outer casing having a base, a pe-
ripheral wall and an open upper periphery;

a material mount located within and supported
by the outer casing; and

an elongate inner sleeve having a peripheral
wall and an open upper periphery, the inner
sleeve being located at least in part within the
outer casing and surrounding the mount at least
in part;

wherein the mount is fixed relative to the outer
casing;

the inner sleeve is slidable longitudinally be-
tween a retracted position and an extended po-
sition such that, when in the retracted position,
the inner sleeve is configured to expose the ap-
plicable material for use and, when in the ex-
tended position, the inner sleeve is configured
to at least partially surround the applicable ma-
terial when not in use; and

the inner sleeve is manipulable by a user so as
to slide the inner sleeve between the retracted
position and the extended position.

2. Acase as claimed in claim 1, wherein the peripheral
wall of the outer casing defines a longitude slot
through which projects a projection provided exter-
nally on the peripheral wall of the inner sleeve, the
projection and hence the inner sleeve being manip-
ulable by the user so as to slide the inner sleeve
between the retracted position and the extended po-
sition.

3. Acase as claimed in either claim 1 or 2, wherein the
case includes a cap configured to removably engage
the outer casing.

4. Acaseasclaimedinanyone ofthe precedingclaims,
wherein the peripheral wall of the outer casing is in-
ternally generally cylindrical and the peripheral wall
of the inner sleeve is externally generally cylindrical.

5. Acaseasclaimedinanyone ofthe precedingclaims,
wherein the mount is supported in part or fully by the
base of the outer casing. In an embodiment, the
mount is supported in part or fully by the peripheral
wall of the outer casing.



10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

9 EP 3 878 310 A1

Acaseas claimed in any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the mount is supported in part by the base
of the outer casing and in part by the peripheral wall
of the outer casing.

Acaseas claimed in any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the case includes one or more elements that
extend from the mount to the outer casing and sup-
port the mount, or the mount includes a skirt config-
ured to extend below the material and the case in-
cludes one or more elements that extend from the
skirt to the outer casing and support the mount.

Acaseas claimed in any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the inner sleeve is configured to engage a
portion of the outer casing or a portion of the mount
when in the extended position, so that the inner
sleeve resists being moved beyond the extended po-
sition.

Acaseas claimed in any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the case includes a locking mechanism pro-
vided on the inner sleeve, and configured to engage
a cap when the inner sleeve is in the extended po-
sition.

Acaseas claimed in any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the inner sleeve is configured to engage a
portion of the outer casing or a portion of the mount
when in the extended position, so that the inner
sleeve resists being moved beyond the extended po-
sition.

Acaseas claimed in any one of the preceding claims,
including a locking mechanism provided on the inner
sleeve, and configured to engage a cap when the
inner sleeve is in the extended position.

Acaseas claimed in any one of the preceding claims,
configured for use with an applicable material in the
shape of a stick or a bullet.

A product, comprising:

a case according to any one of the preceding
claims;
a quantity of applicable material mounted to said
mount.

A product as claimed in claim 13, wherein the mate-
rial is selected from a group comprising lipstick, lip
gloss, a cosmetic, deodorant, glue or the like mate-
rials.

A productas claimedin eitherclaim 13 or 14, wherein
the material is in the shape of a stick or a bullet.
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