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Description
TECHNICAL FIELD
Field of Use

[0001] The present disclosure relates generally to
mounting equipment in pipe systems and, in particular,
to equipment for mounting sensors in a pipe system.

Related Art

[0002] Monitoring the condition of a pipe system or a
fluid contained therein sometimes involves the use of a
monitoring device. The diameter or shape of the portion
of the pipe system to be monitored can vary significantly
from one pipe system to another or at different positions
within a pipe system. A monitoring device that is not ad-
equately secured to the pipe system or that is removable
with common tools or without any tools at all can be at
risk for theft, accidental damage, or even sabotage.
[0003] The DE 43 04 239 A1 discloses a fastening de-
vice for accessories on tubes and rods. The FR 2 833
346 A1 discloses a Piped fluid temperature monitor, for
use in e.g. chemical, nuclear and petrochemical indus-
tries, comprises sensor and electronic module in housing
with surface that fits against outer wall of pipe.

[0004] The US 2015/137982 A1 discloses a sewer
alarm apparatus.

[0005] The US 2012/006084 A1 discloses an electron-
ic article security system.

[0006] TheUS 2014/161151 A1 discloses aline & pipe
flexible temperature sensor assembly.

[0007] The EP 0 437 211 A1 discloses a bracket for
attaching an add-on part to a support bar.

SUMMARY

[0008] The object of the invention is a monitoring de-
vice for a pipe system as given in claim 1. The claims 2
to 19 describes variations of this system.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009] The accompanying drawings, which are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of this specification, il-
lustrate several aspects of the invention and together with
the description, serve to explain various principles of the
invention. Corresponding features and components
throughout the figures may be designated by matching
reference characters for the sake of consistency and clar-

ity.

FIG. 1 is front perspective view of a leak detector
comprising a housing and a strap assembly in ac-
cordance with one aspect of the current disclosure.
FIG. 2 is a rear perspective view of the leak detector
of FIG. 1.
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FIG. 3 is an exploded view of the housing of FIG. 1.
FIG. 4 is a sectional view of the housing of FIG. 2
taken along line 4-4 of FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 is a top view of the leak detector of FIG. 1.
FIG. 6 is a top front perspective view of the strap
assembly of FIG. 1.

FIG. 7 is a detail view of the strap assembly of FIG.
6 taken from detail 7 of FIG. 5.

FIG. 8 is a bottom front perspective view of a portion
of a strap assembly in accordance with another as-
pect of the current disclosure.

FIG. 9 is a top view of the strap assembly of FIG. 8.
FIG. 10 is a detail view of the strap assembly of FIG.
8 taken from detail 10 of FIG. 9.

FIG. 11 is a top rear perspective view of a strap as-
sembly in accordance with another aspect of the cur-
rent disclosure.

FIG. 12 is a bottom view of the strap assembly of
FIG. 11.

FIG. 13 is a detail view of the strap assembly of FIG.
12 taken from detail 13 of FIG. 12.

FIG. 14 is a detail view of the strap assembly of FIG.
12 taken from detail 14 of FIG. 12.

FIG. 15is a perspective view of a tamper-proofhous-
ing fastener of the housing of FIG. 1 in accordance
with one aspect of the current disclosure.

FIG. 16 is a top view of a strap assembly of the leak
detector of FIG. 1 in a first position during installation
of the leak detector about a pipe element of a pipe
system in accordance with one aspect of the current
disclosure.

FIG. 17 is a top view of a strap assembly of the leak
detector of FIG. 1 in a second position during instal-
lation of the leak detector.

FIG. 18 is a top view of a strap assembly of the leak
detector of FIG. 1in a third position during installation
of the leak detector.

FIG. 19 is a top view of a strap assembly of the leak
detector of FIG. 1 in a fourth position during instal-
lation of the leak detector.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0010] In one aspect, a monitoring device and associ-
ated methods, systems, devices, and various apparatus-
es are described herein. The monitoring device can be
mounted on a pipe system and can comprise a housing
and a strap assembly. In one aspect, the monitoring de-
vice disclosed herein is, for example and without limita-
tion, a leak detector configured to mount on the pipe sys-
tem and sense acoustic energy signals traveling therein.
[0011] Various materials can be used to fabricate the
various components of the monitoring device. The dis-
closure of the specific materials or finishes or types of
materials or finishes listed, however, is not intended to
be limiting on the current disclosure. One of ordinary skill
in the art would know to substitute equivalent materials
where appropriate.
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[0012] In one aspect, as shown in Figures 1 and 2, a
monitoring device 100 for a pipe system 90 comprises a
housing 200 and a strap assembly 300, which can also
be described as a band. Each of one or more housing
fasteners 400a,b (400a shown in Figure 2), which can
each be a tamper-resistant fastener, secures the strap
assembly 300 to the housing 200. The housing 200 de-
fines a mounting surface 201 (shown in Figure 2) and a
pair of mounting receptacles 208a,b on a mounting side
205 that is opposite to a distal side 207, the housing 200
configured to mount on an exterior surface of a pipe el-
ement 95 of the pipe system 90. The housing fastener
400a,b can be received within each mounting receptacle
208a,b to secure the strap assembly 300 to the housing
200. In one aspect, the strap assembly 300 comprises a
first strap 310 and a second strap 410. As shown, the
strap assembly 300 forms a circular shape in an assem-
bled state. The circular shape can be pre-formed into the
first strap 310 or the second strap 410 and can be formed
during the assembly and installation processes. In other
aspects, the strap assembly 300 can have a non-circular
shape such as, for example and without limitation, that
of arectangle or that of another polygon (e.g., a hexagon
or a octagon) or can be otherwise made to fit around a
pipe element 95 having a non-circular shape. Optionally,
the strap assembly 300 can be composed of a single
strap or can be composed of more than two straps. A
"pipe element" such as the pipe element 95 can include,
for example and without limitation, pipes, valves, meters,
fittings, or any other piping structure such as in a pipe
system to which a monitoring device such as the moni-
toring device 100 can be attached.

[0013] The monitoring device 100 can be, for example
and without limitation, a leak detector as shown. The
monitoring device 100 can comprise a sensor 230
(shown in Figure 2) enclosed in the housing 200. In one
aspect, the sensor 230 is configured to mount on the
exterior surface of the pipe element 95 of the pipe system
90. In one aspect, the pipe system 90 comprises a hy-
drant, the exterior surface of pipe element 95 of the pipe
system 90 being an exterior surface of the hydrant, the
mounting surface 201 shaped to match the exterior sur-
face of the hydrant. As shown, the mounting surface 201
has a concave shape to match the convex exterior sur-
face of the pipe element 95, although in other aspects
the mounting surface 201 can have a flat shape to match
apipe element having a flat exterior surface or the mount-
ing surface 201 can have a different shape.

[0014] Inone aspect, as shown in Figure 3, the housing
200 comprises a body 210, a gasket 215, and a cover
220. The housing can additionally comprise a controller
240-which can comprise a printed circuit board ("PCB")
assembly (shown in a partially exploded state in Figure
3), alocating device 250 such as a GPS antenna, a com-
munications device 260 such as an LTE cellular antenna,
a data card 270 such as a SIM card, a data card holder
275 (shown in Figure 4), and batteries 280a,b. As shown
in Figure 3, a plurality of fasteners 290 can be used to
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assemble the components of the housing 200 in such a
way that the housing 200 cannot be disassembled with-
out first removing the housing 200 from the strap assem-
bly 300, removing or loosening the monitoring device 100
from the pipe element 95 to which it is secured, or dam-
aging one or more components of the monitoring device
100. As shown, the head of each of the plurality of fas-
teners 290 is accessible only from the mounting side 205
of the housing 200 and are thus not accessible when the
monitoring device 100 is installed as shown in Figure 1
with the mounting surface 201 of the housing 200 con-
tacting the pipe element 95. The cover 220 can comprise
a plurality of threaded inserts (not shown) into which the
plurality of fasteners 290 can tighten and which can only
be removed by damaging the cover 220. The batteries
280a,b can be, for example and without limitation, direct-
current batteries, and any number of batteries can be
present, including zero, one, or more than two batteries.
[0015] In one aspect, the body 210 and the cover 220
define a wet compartment 211 (shown in Figure 2) and
a dry compartment 212. The wet compartment 211 de-
fines an enclosure and is sized to receive the sensor 230.
The dry compartment 212 defines an enclosure and is
sized to receive the controller 240, the locating device
250, the communications device 260, the data card 270,
and the batteries 280a,b. Optionally, the dry compart-
ment 212 is sealably isolated from the wet compartment
211 with a potting material. Optionally, the sensor 230 is
waterproof. Optionally, the gasket 215 is positioned be-
tween the body 210 and the cover 220 and facilitates a
tight seal between the body 210 and the cover 220. The
gasket 215 may define holes (not shown) to provide clear-
ance for fasteners. The gasket 215 can be made from a
rubber such as, for example and without limitation, Buna-
Nrubber (i.e., nitrile), ethylene propylene diene monomer
(EPDM) rubber, or silicone. The gasket 215 can also be
made of any other rubber, plastic, cork, wood, metal, ce-
ramic, polymer, elastomer, rosin, foam, silicone, any
combination of the foregoing materials, or any material
suitable for sealing the joint between the body 210 and
the cover 220.

[0016] While wiring and other details are not shown in
Figure 3, various components of the housing 200 are
connected via physical wires or when installed inside the
body 210 are brought into either wired or wireless com-
munication with other components of the housing 200.
As shown, the monitoring device 100 communicates
wirelessly with the monitoring system of which it is part.
[0017] Inone aspect, as shown in Figures 4 and 5, the
housing 200 comprises the mounting receptacles
208a,b. The housing fastener 400a is shown connecting
a first mounting tab 320 within the first mounting recep-
tacle 208a of the pair of mounting receptacles 208a,b,
and a second mounting tab 420 is shown coupled to the
second mounting receptacle 208b of the pair of mounting
receptacles 208a,b, optionally by the housing fastener
400b. In another aspect, the second mounting tab 420
can be lockably coupled to the second mounting recep-
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tacle 208b without a separate housing fastener 400b. For
example and without limitation, the second mounting tab
420 can be lockably coupled to the second mounting re-
ceptacle 208b by forming the second mounting tab 420
into a barbed connection that can easily enter the second
mounting receptacle 208b but not easily exit the second
mounting receptacle 208b. In such a connection, the sec-
ond mountingtab 420 is not removable without damaging
the second mounting tab 420 or the second mounting
receptacle 208b.

[0018] The mounting surface 201 is concave in shape
but can be of any shape to match, as desired, the pipe
element 95 to which the housing 200 is assembled. Op-
tionally, the first mounting tab 320 of the first strap 310
defines a mounting hole 325 through which the housing
fastener 400a extends, and the second mounting tab 420
of the second strap 410 defines a mounting hole 425
through which the housing fastener 400b extends. Each
of the mounting holes 325,425 can elongated, circular,
or have a key-hole shape which accommodates a head
401 (shown in Figure 15) on a larger end and a threaded
portion 402 (shown in Figure 15) on a smaller end. As
shown, each of the housing fasteners 400a,b adjustably
secures the strap assembly 300 to the housing 200. Spe-
cifically, a tab portion 319 of an inner surface 311 of the
first strap 310 at the first mounting tab 320 and a facing
surface 209a of the first mounting receptacle 208a of the
housing 200 can define an adjustment distance 206a.
Likewise, a tab portion 419 of an inner surface 411 of the
second strap 410 at the second mounting tab 420 and a
facing surface 209b of the second mounting receptacle
208b of the housing 200 can define an adjustment dis-
tance 206b. Each of the adjustment distances 206a,b are
gaps that allow the strap assembly 300 to be adjustably
secured to the housing 200 by further loosening or tight-
ening of the respective housing fasteners 400a,b. The
adjustment distances 206a,b allow for fine adjustment of
an inner diameter 500 (shown in Figure 5) of the strap
assembly 300 during the final steps of installation of the
monitoring device 100. For example and without limita-
tion, each of the adjustment distances 206a,b can be
about 0.080 inches (2.0 millimeters). In another aspect,
however, each of the adjustment distances 206a,b can
be less than or greater than this value.

[0019] Figures 5-7 show one variation of the strap as-
sembly 300. As shown in Figure 6, the first strap 310
comprises a first mounting end 315, a first adjusting end
317 distally located from the first mounting end 315, and
a first intermediate portion 316 therebetween. The first
strap 310 comprises the first mounting tab 320 proximate
to the firstmountingend 315 and aninserttab 330 (shown
in Figure 7) proximate to the first adjusting end 317. Also
shown in Figure 6, the second strap 410 comprises a
second mounting end 415, a second adjusting end 417
distally located from the second mounting end 415, and
a second intermediate portion 416 therebetween. The
second strap 410 comprises the second mounting tab
420 proximate to the second mounting end 415. One or
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more edges of the first strap 310 or the second strap 410
atthe respective adjusting ends 317,417 or at a transition
between the adjusting ends 317,417 and the intermedi-
ate portions 316,416 can comprise a chamfer or a radius.
[0020] As shown in Figure 6, the second strap 410 de-
fines a plurality of adjustment slots 430 proximate to the
second adjusting end 417. Each adjustment slot 430 is
aligned in an axial direction along an axis 510 of the strap
assembly and sized to lockably receive a portion of the
insert tab 330 in any one of a plurality of insert positions
435 such as insert positions 435a,b,c. The portion of the
insert tab 330 is lockably received in the adjustment slot
430 when the portion is inserted into the adjustment slot
430 and positioned such that the portion cannot be re-
moved from the adjustment slot 430 without significantly
repositioning the first strap 310 and the second strap 410
relative to each other or damaging one or both of the first
strap 310 and the second strap 410. Each adjustment
slot 430 has a length in an axial direction that is slightly
longer than a width in an axial direction of the insert tab
330 of the first strap 310. For example and without limi-
tation, each adjustment slot 430 has a width in a circum-
ferential direction of 0.074 inches (1.9 millimeters). Thus
each insert position 435 corresponds to a different inner
diameter 500 (shown in Figure 5) of the strap assembly
300 when the monitoring device 100 is tightened. Insert
positions 435 may be individually separated by a pitch
437 (shown in Figure 2) and may be separated by a sep-
aration distance 439 (shown in Figure 2) into groups of
slots (for example and without limitation, groups of ten
slots each) to ease identification of a particular insert po-
sition 435. The pitch 437 and the separation distance 439
need not be constant around the circumference of the
second strap 410. The number of insert positions 435 is
limited only by the length of the second strap 410 and
the spacing between each insert position 435. As shown,
a portion of the first strap 310 proximate to the first ad-
justing end 317 crosses a portion of the second strap 410
proximate to the second adjusting end 417, and a portion
of the first strap 310 is positioned radially inside the sec-
ond adjusting end 417 of the second strap 410 relative
to the axis 510. When the monitoring device 100 is tight-
ened, the insert tab 330 is lockably coupled to the second
strap 410 and cannot be removed without loosening the
monitoring device 100.

[0021] As shown in Figure 7, the insert tab 330 of the
first strap 310 has a semicircular-shaped locking portion
335 defining a radiused portion 333 and has been insert-
ed into one of the adjustment slots 430 of the second
strap 410 through an outer surface 412 of the second
strap 410. In its final assembled position relative the sec-
ond strap 410, the inner surface 311 of a portion of the
first strap 310 is substantially facing an outer surface 412
of the second strap 410 such that a portion of the first
strap 310 rests along and radially outside the second
strap 410 relative to the axis 510. Because the insert tab
330 is hooked through one of the plurality of adjustment
slots 430, tensile forces on the ends of the strap assembly
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300 thatwould otherwise separate the first strap 310 from
the second strap 410 cause only a locking surface 331
of the insert tab 330 to bear against a side of the adjust-
ment slot 430 in which the insert tab 330 is inserted. The
insert tab 330 can be formed such that in an assembled
state a gap 337 exists between the first adjusting end
317 of the first strap 310 and the inner surface 411 of the
second strap 410. Optionally, the pitch 437 (shown in
Figure 2) can be set such that a portion of the first ad-
justing end 317 of the first strap 310 extends through an
adjustment slot 430 when the strap assembly 300 is as-
sembled around the pipe element 95 of the pipe system
90.

[0022] Figures 8-10 show another variation of the strap
assembly 300. As shown in Figure 8, the insert tab 330
is L-shaped and has a flat locking portion 335 inserted
into one of the adjustment slots 430 of the second strap
410. As shown in Figure 9, the first mounting tab 320 is
angled with respect to a portion of the first intermediate
portion 316 adjacent to the first mounting tab 320 by an
angle A1, and the second mounting tab 420 is angled
with respect to a portion of the second intermediate por-
tion 416 adjacent to the second mounting tab 420 by an
angle A2. The first mounting tab 320 and the second
mounting tab 420 are parallel so that they can be inserted
into the respective first mounting receptacle 208a and
the second mounting receptacle 208b. As shown in Fig-
ure 10, tensile forces on the ends of the strap assembly
300 cause the locking surface 331 of the insert tab 330
to again bear against a side of the adjustment slot 430
in which the insert tab 330 is assembled.

[0023] Figures 11-14 show another variation of the
strap assembly 300. As shown in Figure 11, the insert
tab 330 has a semicircular-shaped locking portion 335
inserted into one of the adjustment slots 430 of the sec-
ond strap 410 through the inner surface 411 of the second
strap 410. Additionally, a locking clip 440 is formed into
the second strap 410 proximate to the second adjustment
end 417. The locking clip 440 is made to cross and lock-
ably couple with the narrower first strap 310. Such en-
gagement of the locking clip 440 with the first strap 310
is possible with sufficient looseness of the insert tab 330
within the adjustment slot 430 into which it is inserted.
For example and without limitation, the locking clip 440
of the second strap 410 defines a slot 442 that is sized
to lockably receive a portion the first strap 310. In its final
assembled position relative the second strap 410, the
outer surface 312 of a portion of the first strap 310 is
substantially facing an inner surface 411 of the second
strap 410 such that a portion of the first strap 310 rests
along and radially inside the second strap 410 relative to
the axis 510. As shown in Figure 14, tensile forces on
the ends of the strap assembly 300 cause the locking
surface 331 of the insert tab 330 to again bear against a
side of the adjustment slot 430 in which the insert tab
330 is assembled.

[0024] In one aspect, each of the first adjusting end
317, the second adjusting end 417, the first intermediate

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

portion 316, and the second intermediate portion 416 has
an axial length measured in an axial direction along the
axis 510 of the strap assembly 300. A first axial length
of the first adjusting end 317 is greater than a first strap
thickness 313 (shown in Figure 4) of the first adjusting
end 317 and a second axial length of the second adjusting
end 417 is greater than a second strap thickness 413
(shown in Figure 4) of the second adjusting end 417. In
another aspect, the first axial length or the second axial
length is less than or equal to the first strap thickness
313 and the second strap thickness 413, respectively.
As shown in each variation of the strap assembly 300,
each of the adjustment slots 430 of the second strap 410
are aligned in an axial direction along the axis 510 of the
strap assembly 300.

[0025] Inone aspect, as shown in Figure 15, the hous-
ing fastener 400, which comprises the head 401 and the
threaded portion 402, is a tamper-resistant fastener and
thus resists unfastening without a special removal tool.
Fasteners that are tamper-resistant include, for example
and without limitation, Pin in Torx fasteners, Pin in Hex
fasteners, Drilled Spanner fasteners, One Way fasten-
ers, Philips Pin-Head fasteners, High-Security Drive fas-
tenersincluding an irregular or custom shape, Tri-Groove
fasteners, TRI WING fasteners, and TP3 triangular re-
cessed-drive fasteners. A fastener such as the housing
fastener 400, including both tamper-resistant and non-
tamper-resistant versions can comprise, forexample and
without limitation, clockwise threads or counterclockwise
threads (such as an OPSIT reverse-thread fastener) and
can have full threads or partial threads, with or without a
shoulder. The housing fastener 400, including both
tamper-resistant and non-tamper-resistant versions, can
have, for example and without limitation, a truss head, a
pan head, a round head, a button head, a flat head, or a
countersunk head. A tamper-resistant fastener can also
be described as a tamper-proof fastener or a security
fastener. The fastener shown in Figure 15is a Tri-Groove
tamper-proof fastener with full threads, no shoulder, and
a button head.

[0026] Inone aspect, as shown in Figure 16, a method
for installing the monitoring device 100 on the pipe sys-
tem 90 comprises coupling the first adjusting end 317 of
the first strap 310 of the strap assembly 300 to the second
strap 410 of the strap assembly 300 by inserting the insert
tab 330 of the first strap 310 into a one of the plurality of
adjustment slots 430 defined on the second strap 410,
each of the plurality of adjustment slots 430 sized to lock-
ably receive a portion of the insert tab 330 in any one of
a plurality of insert positions 435. As shown in Figure 17,
the method additionally comprises substantially encir-
cling the exterior surface of the pipe element 95 of the
pipe system 90 with the strap assembly 300 by rotating
the first strap 310 relative to the second strap 420 about
the insert position 435. As shownin Figure 18, the method
additionally comprises coupling the housing 200 to the
strap assembly 300 by installing the housing fastener
400a through the first mounting tab 320 of the first strap
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310 of the strap assembly 300 and into the mounting
receptacle 208a of the housing 200. The method addi-
tionally comprises coupling the housing 200 to the strap
assembly 300 by installing the housing fastener 400b
through the second mounting tab 420 of the second strap
410 of the strap assembly 300 and into the mounting
receptacle 208b of the housing 200. The gaps between
the pipe element 95 and the strap assembly 300 are
shown exaggerated in Figure 18.

[0027] As shown in Figure 19, the method comprises
tightening the strap assembly 300 against an exterior sur-
face of the pipe element 95 of the pipe system 90 by
tightening one or more of the housing fasteners 400a,b
as shown with a tightening tool 1900 having a bit 1910
matching the head of the housing fasteners 400a,b. In
the case of certain types of tamper-proof fasteners other
than the housing fastener 400 shown in Figure 15, re-
moving the housing fastener 400a,b requires a tool other
than the tightening tool 1900 with the bit 1910 (i.e., by
drilling out the fastener as in the case of a One Way
tamper-proof fastener). The method can further comprise
tightening the housing fastener 400a,b from a fully en-
gaged first position to a fully engaged second position
by reducing the adjustment distances 206a,b, bringing
the respective mounting tabs 320,420 towards each oth-
er and thereby reducing the inner diameter 500 of the
strap assembly 300. In one aspect, as shown in Figure
4, the housing fastener 400a,b is fully engaged when it
extends inside the housing 200 a sufficient distance to
secure the housing fastener 400a,b in place relative to
the housing 200, even if the housing fastener 400a,b can
be further tightened. Optionally, the method further com-
prises mounting the monitoring device 100 to a hydrant
such as a fire hydrant, the exterior surface of the pipe
system 90 being an exterior surface of the hydrant.
[0028] The method can further comprise mounting the
sensor 230 to the exterior surface of the pipe element 95
of the pipe system 90 with an adhesive material such as
a metal-filled epoxy before encircling the exterior surface
of the pipe element 95 of the pipe system 90 with the
strap assembly 300. In one aspect, metal fragments in
the epoxy will facilitate the transmission of acoustic en-
ergy signals such as vibrations in the pipe system 90 to
the sensor 230. In another aspect, an epoxy not contain-
ing metal fragments or another adhesive may be used.
During the mounting process, the sensor 230 will typically
be brought as close to the exterior surface of the pipe
element 95 as possible to minimize the gap between the
exterior surface of the pipe element 95 and the sensor
230. The thickness of the adhesive material used can
vary to fill in the gap between the exterior surface of the
pipe element 95 and the sensor 230 and will typically be
only as thick as required to bridge the gap. After mounting
the sensor 230 to the pipe element 95, the housing 200
is placed over the sensor 230. In another aspect, the
sensor 230 can be mounted to the pipe element 95 as
the housing 200 is itself simultaneously mounted to the
pipe element 95. In such an aspect, the sensor can be
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held in position relative to the housing 200 by the housing
200 and a compressible gasket material or a spring or
the body 210 of the housing 200 can be used to hold the
sensor 230 tight against the exterior surface of the pipe
element 95. The sensor 230 can be already wired to the
housing 200 or configured to connect to the housing 200
after mounting of the sensor 230. As previously dis-
cussed, the sensor 230 can be configured to sense
acoustic energy signals traveling inside the pipe system
90.

[0029] In one aspect, as shown in Figure 18, coupling
the housing 200 to the strap assembly 300 is performed
after coupling the first strap 310 of the strap assembly
300 to the second strap 410 of the strap assembly 300.
Coupling the housing 200 to both the first strap 310 and
the second strap 410 of the strap assembly 300 after
coupling the first strap 310 to the second strap 410 makes
it more difficult to disengage the first strap 310 from the
second strap 410 and therefore makes the monitoring
device 100 more resistant to tampering. Once the hous-
ing 200 is coupled to both the first strap 310 and the
second strap 410, disengaging the first strap 310 from
the second strap 410 becomes more difficult because
rotating the first strap 310 relative to the second strap
410 to remove the insert tab 330 from the insert position
435 is not typically possible without cutting or otherwise
damaging the first strap 310, the second strap 410, or
the housing 200. In another aspect, the housing 200 can
be first coupled to a one of the first strap 310 and the
second strap 410 but not both the first strap 310 and the
second strap 410 before coupling the first strap 310 to
the second strap 410. In subsequent steps, the first strap
310 can be coupled to the second strap 410 and then
the housing 200 can be coupled to the one of the first
strap 310 and the second strap 410 to which the housing
200 is not already coupled. In one aspect, the monitoring
device 100 is removed from the pipe element 95 of the
pipe system 90 only by a one of damaging a portion of
the monitoring device 100 and uninstalling a one of the
first housing fastener 400a and the second housing fas-
tener 400b.

[0030] Components of the pipe system 90 including
the pipe element 95 can be made from, for example and
without limitation, a metal such as ductile iron or another
castiron , steel, or a non-metallic materials such as pol-
yvinyl chloride (PVC). The body 210 and the cover 220
can be made from, for example and without limitation,
fiber-reinforced plastic.

[0031] The first strap 310 and the second strap 410 of
the strap assembly 300 can be made from, for example
and without limitation, a metal such as steel, copper, or
bronze; a non-metallic material such as a polyamide plas-
tic or a polypropylene plastic; or a variety of other non-
elastomeric materials. For example and without limita-
tion, each of the first strap 310 and the second strap 410
can be formed from an AISI 304 L series stainless steel
having a thickness of 0.040 inches (1.0 millimeters).
[0032] The components of the strap assembly 300 can
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be formed from a flat blank of raw material using one or
more material removal processes such as, for example
and without limitation, machining, stamping, punching,
laser-cutting, abrasive-water-jet-cutting, and chemical
milling or etching. Optionally, such a material removal
process can be used in combination with forming proc-
esses such as, for example and without limitation, cast-
ing, forging, stamping, bending, and three-dimensional
printing.

[0033] For example and without limitation, each of the
housing fasteners 400 can be tightened until the strap
assembly 300 and the mounting side of the housing 200
are snug (i.e., held flush) against the exterior surface of
the pipe element 95 of the pipe system 90. Optionally,
each of the housing fasteners 400 can be additionally
tightened past this point. None of the housing fasteners
400, however, is typically tightened so much that the strap
assembly 300 or the housing 200 is damaged.

[0034] As a leak detector, the sensor 230 of the mon-
itoring device 100 can be configured to sense acoustic
energy signals traveling in the pipe system 90 which
would indicate that fluid is traveling through the pipe sys-
tem 90 even when it should not or when fluid is escaping
the pipe system, such as in a pipe burst situation. Such
monitoring can be performed by a monitoring system
such as the Mi.Echo system available from Mueller Sys-
tems. The monitoring device 100 can also be used to
monitor the condition of walls of a pipe system 90, can
monitor whether the pipe system 90 has been tampered
with, can monitor temperature, or can monitor character-
istics of fluid flow within the pipe system 90 in order to
identify transient effects such as pressure surges and
water hammer.

[0035] In one exemplary aspect, a monitoring device
for a pipe system can comprise a housing defining a
mounting surface and a pair of mounting receptacles on
amounting side. The housing can be configured to mount
on an exterior surface of a pipe element of the pipe sys-
tem. The monitoring device can further comprise a
tamper-resistant housing fastener and a strap assembly.
The housing fastener can be received within a first mount-
ing receptacle of the pair of mounting receptacles to se-
cure the strap assembly to the housing. The strap as-
sembly can comprise a first strap and a second strap.
The first strap can comprise a first mounting end, a first
adjusting end distally located from the first mounting end,
and an intermediate portion therebetween, the first strap
comprising a first mounting tab proximate to the first
mounting end. The first strap can further comprise an
insert tab proximate to the first adjusting end, the housing
fastener connecting the first mounting tab within the first
mounting receptacle. The second strap can comprise a
second mounting end, a second adjusting end distally
located from the second mounting end, and a second
intermediate portion therebetween, the second strap
comprising a second mounting tab proximate to the sec-
ond mounting end. The second mounting tab can be cou-
pled to a second mounting receptacle of the pair of
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mounting receptacles. The second strap can define a
plurality of adjustment slots proximate to the second ad-
justing end, each adjustment slot aligned in an axial di-
rection of the strap assembly and sized to lockably re-
ceive a portion of the insert tab in any one of a plurality
of insert positions. Each insert position can correspond
to a different inner diameter of the strap assembly when
the monitoring device is tightened. A portion of the first
strap proximate to the first adjusting end can cross a por-
tion of the second strap proximate to the second adjusting
end and a portion of the first strap positioned radially
inside the second adjusting end of the second strap. The
insert tab can be lockably coupled to the second strap
when the monitoring device is tightened.

[0036] In a further exemplary aspect, the monitoring
device can be a leak detector comprising a sensor. In yet
another aspect, the mounting surface can be concave in
shape. In still another aspect, the first mounting tab can
define a mounting hole through which the housing fas-
tener extends. In another aspect, the housing fastener
can adjustably secure the first mounting tab of the strap
assembly within the housing, an inner surface of the first
mounting tab and a facing surface of the first mounting
receptacle of the housing defining an adjustment dis-
tance.

[0037] Inanotherexemplary aspect, the monitoring de-
vice can comprise a housing configured to mount on an
exterior surface of a pipe element of the pipe system; a
housing fastener; and a strap assembly coupled to the
housing with the housing fastener. The housing fastener
can be received within the housing to secure the strap
assembly to the housing. The strap assembly can com-
prise a first strap and a second strap. The first strap can
comprise afirstmounting end, afirst adjusting end distally
located from the first mounting end, and a first interme-
diate portion therebetween, the first strap comprising an
inserttab proximate to the firstadjusting end. The second
strap can comprise a second mounting end, a second
adjusting end distally located from the second mounting
end, and a second intermediate portion therebetween,
the second strap comprising a plurality of adjustment
slots sized to lockably receive a portion of the insert tab
in any one of a plurality of insert positions. The insert tab
can be lockably coupled to the second strap when the
monitoring device is tightened.

[0038] Inanotherexemplary aspect, the monitoring de-
vice can comprise a sensor enclosed in the housing. In
yet another aspect, the sensor can be configured to
mount on the exterior surface of the pipe element of the
pipe system to sense acoustic energy signals traveling
in the pipe system. In still another aspect, each of the
first adjusting end, the second adjusting end, the first
intermediate portion, and the second intermediate por-
tion can have an axial length measured in an axial direc-
tion of the strap assembly. In such aspect, a first axial
length of the first adjusting end can be greater than a first
strap thickness of the first adjusting end and a second
axial length of the second adjusting end can be greater
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than a second strap thickness of the second adjusting
end. In another aspect, the adjustment slots of the second
strap can be aligned in an axial direction of the strap
assembly. In another aspect, the housing fastener can
adjustably secure the strap assembly to the housing, an
inner surface of the first strap and a facing surface of a
mounting receptacle of the housing defining an adjust-
ment distance.

[0039] In another exemplary aspect, disclosed is a
method for installing a monitoring device on a pipe sys-
tem. The monitoring device can comprise a strap assem-
bly and a housing. The method can comprise coupling
an adjusting end of a first strap of the strap assembly to
a second strap of the strap assembly by inserting an in-
sert tab of the first strap into a one of a plurality of ad-
justment slots defined on the second strap, each of the
plurality of adjustment slots sized to lockably receive a
portion of the insert tab in any one of a plurality of insert
positions. The method can further comprise coupling the
housing to the strap assembly by installing a housing
fastener through the strap assembly and into a mounting
receptacle of the housing. The method can further com-
prise tightening the strap assembly against an exterior
surface of a pipe element of the pipe system by tightening
the housing fastener.

[0040] In another exemplary aspect, the method for
installing a monitoring device on a pipe system can fur-
ther comprise mounting the monitoring device to a hy-
drant, the exterior surface of the pipe system being an
exterior surface of the hydrant. In yet another aspect, the
method can further comprise mounting a sensor to the
exterior surface of the pipe element of the pipe system,
the sensor configured to sense acoustic energy signals
traveling inside the pipe system. In still another aspect,
the method can further comprise substantially encircling
the exterior surface of the pipe element of the pipe system
with the strap assembly. In another aspect, coupling the
housing to the strap assembly can comprise installing
the housing fastener through a first mounting tab of the
first strap and into the mounting receptacle of the hous-
ing.

[0041] In another exemplary aspect, the method can
further comprise tightening the housing fastener from a
fully engaged first position to a fully-engaged second po-
sition and thereby reducing an inner diameter of the strap
assembly. In another aspect, coupling the housing to the
strap assembly can be performed after coupling the ad-
justing end of the first strap of the strap assembly to the
second strap of the strap assembly. In another aspect,
the housing fastener can be a tamper-proof fastener. In
another aspect, the monitoring device can be removed
from the pipe element of the pipe system only by a one
of damaging a portion of the monitoring device and un-
installing the housing fastener.

[0042] Inanotherexemplary aspect, the monitoring de-
vice can comprise a housing configured to mount on the
pipe system; and a strap assembly coupled to the hous-
ing. The strap assembly can comprise a first strap and a
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second strap lockably coupled to the first strap.

Claims

1. A monitoring device (100) for a pipe system (90), the
monitoring device (100) comprising:

a housing (200) defining a mounting surface
(201) and a pair of mounting receptacles
(208a,b) on a mounting side (205), the housing
(200) configured to mount on an exterior surface
of a pipe element (95) of the pipe system (90),
the housing (200) comprising

a housing body (210),

a housing cover (220),

a sensor (230),

a controller (240), and

a communications device (260), the sensor, the
controller (240), and the communications device
(260) housed within the housing body (210) and
the cover (220);

a tamper-resistant housing fastener (400a,b)
configured to resist unfastening without a spe-
cial removal tool;

a strap assembly (300) comprising a mounting
tab (320), the strap assembly (300) secured to
the housing (200) by receiving the housing fas-
tener (400a,b) through the mounting tab (320)
and within a first mounting receptacle (208a) of
the pair of mounting receptacles (208a,b); and
a cover fastener (290) securing the housing cov-
er (220) to the housing body (210), character-
ized in that the cover fastener (290) is config-
ured to prevent disassembly of the housing cov-
er (220) from the housing body (210) without
first removing the housing fastener (400a,b).

2. Themonitoring device of claim 1, wherein the sensor
(230) is a leak detector.

3. Themonitoring device of claim 1, wherein the mount-
ing surface (201) is concave in shape.

4. The monitoring device of claim 1, wherein the con-
troller (240) is a printed circuit board.

5. The monitoring device of claim 1, wherein the com-
munications device (260) is an LTE cellular antenna.

6. The monitoring device of claim 1, wherein the hous-
ing (200) further comprises a data card holder (275).

7. The monitoring device of claim 1, wherein the hous-
ing (200) further comprises a locating device (250).

8. The monitoring device of claim 7, wherein the locat-
ing device (250) is a GPS antenna.
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The monitoring device of claim 1, wherein the strap
assembly (300) further comprises a first strap (310)
and a second strap (410).

The monitoring device of claim 9, wherein the cover
fastener (290) is configured to prevent disassembly
of the housing cover (220) from the housing body
(210) without first removing the housing fastener
(400).

The monitoring device of claim 9, wherein the mount-
ing tab (320, 420) is a first mounting tab (320), the
first strap comprising the first mounting tab (320);
wherein the second strap (410) comprises a second
mounting tab (420); and wherein the housing body
(210) is configured to cover the first mounting tab
(320) and the second mounting tab (420) and expose
a head of the housing fastener (400), whereby the
housing body (210) is configured to protect the strap
assembly (300) from disassembly without using the
special removal tool.

The monitoring device of claim 9, wherein:

the mounting tab (320, 420) comprises a first
mounting tab (320) and a second mounting tab
(420);

the first strap (310) comprises a first mounting
end, a first adjusting end distally located from
the first mounting end, and an intermediate por-
tion therebetween,

wherein the first strap (310) further comprises
the first mounting tab (320) proximate to the first
mounting end and an insert tab proximate to the
first adjusting end,

wherein the first mounting tab (320) is coupled
to a first mounting receptacle (208a) of the pair
of mounting receptacles (208a,b); and the sec-
ond strap (410) comprises a second mounting
end, a second adjusting end distally located from
the second mounting end, and a second inter-
mediate portion there between, wherein the sec-
ond strap (410) further comprises the second
mounting tab (420) proximate to the second
mounting end and the second mounting tab
(420) coupled to a second mounting receptacle
(208a) of the pair of mounting receptacles
(208a,b), wherein the second strap (410) de-
fines a plurality of adjustment slots (430) proxi-
mate to the second adjusting end, wherein each
adjustment slot (430) is aligned in an axial di-
rection of the strap assembly (300) and sized to
lockably receive a portion of the insert tab (330)
in any one of a plurality of insert positions (435),
wherein each insert position (435) corresponds
to a different inner diameter of the strap assem-
bly (300) when the housing fastener (400a,b) is
tightened, wherein a portion of the first strap
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

(310) proximate to the first adjusting end crosses
a portion of the second strap (410) proximate to
the second adjusting end, and wherein a portion
ofthe first strap (310) is positioned radially inside
the second adjusting end of the second strap
(410), the insert tab (330) lockably coupled to
the second strap (410) when the housing fas-
tener (400a,b) is tightened.

The monitoring device of claim 12, wherein the insert
tab ¢(330) omprises a semicircular-shaped locking
portion, the insert tab (330) inserted into one of the
adjustment slots through an outer surface of the sec-
ond strap (410).

The monitoring device of claim 12, wherein the cover
fastener (290) is configured to

prevent disassembly of the housing cover (220) from
the housing body (210) without first removing the
housing fastener (400a,b).

The monitoring device of claim 14, wherein the hous-
ing body(210) is configured to cover the first mount-
ing tab (320) and the second mounting tab (420) and
expose a head of the housing fastener (400a,b),
whereby the housing body (210) is configured to pro-
tect the strap assembly (300) from disassembly with-
out using the special removal tool.

The monitoring device of claim 14, wherein the insert
tab (330) comprises a semicircular-shaped locking
portion, the insert tab (330) inserted into one of the
adjustment slots through an outer surface of the sec-
ond strap (410).

The monitoring device of claim 16, wherein a tip of
the insert tab (330) extends outward through an ad-
justment slot adjacent to the adjustment slot through
which the insert tab (330) was inserted.

The monitoring device of claim 12, wherein the insert
tab (330) comprises an L-shaped flat locking portion,
the insert tab (330) inserted into one of the adjust-
ment slots through an outer surface of the second
strap (410).

The monitoring device of claim 12, wherein:
theinsert tab (330) comprises a semicircular-shaped
locking portion, the insert tab (330) inserted into one
of the adjustment slots through an inner surface of
the second strap-(410) and the second adjustment
end comprises a locking clip (440), the locking clip
(440) configured to cross and lockably couple with
the first strap (310).
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Patentanspriiche

Uberwachungsvorrichtung (100) fiir ein Rohrsystem
(90), wobei die Uberwachungsvorrichtung (100) um-
fasst:

ein Gehause (200), das eine Montageoberfla-
che (201) und ein Paar von Montageaufnahmen
(208a,b) auf einer Montageseite (205) definiert,
wobei das Gehause (200) derart konfiguriert ist,
dass es an einer AuRenflache eines Rohrele-
ments (95) des Rohrsystems (90) montiert wer-
den kann, wobei das Gehause (200) umfasst
einen Gehausekorper (210),

einen Gehausedeckel (220),

einen Sensor (230),

einen Controller (240), und

eine Kommunikationsvorrichtung (260), wobei
der Sensor, der Controller (240) und die Kom-
munikationsvorrichtung (260) innerhalb des Ge-
hausekorpers (210) und dem Deckel (220) un-
tergebracht sind;

eine manipulationssichere Gehausebefesti-
gung (400a,b), die derart konfiguriert ist, dass
sie ohne ein spezielles Entfernungswerkzeug
nicht entfernt werden kann; und

eine Riemenanordnung (300), die eine Befesti-
gungslasche (320) umfasst, wobei die Riemen-
anordnung (300) an dem Gehause (200) befes-
tigt ist, indem die Gehausebefestigung (400a,b)
durch die Befestigungslasche (320) und inner-
halb einer ersten Befestigungsaufnahme (208a)
des Paars von Befestigungsaufnahmen
(208a,b) aufgenommen wird; und

eine Deckelbefestigung (290), welche den Ge-
hausedeckel (220) an dem Gehausekorper
(210) befestigt,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Deckelbe-
festigung (290) derart konfiguriert ist, dass sie
eine Demontage des Gehausedeckels (220)
vom Gehausekorper (210) ohne vorheriges Ent-
fernen der Gehausebefestigung (400a,b) ver-
hindert.

Uberwachungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
der Sensor (230) ein Leckdetektor ist.

Uberwachungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Montageoberflache (201) eine konkave Form
aufweist.

Uberwachungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
der Controller (240) eine gedruckte Schaltung ist.

Uberwachungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Kommunikationsvorrichtung (260) eine LTE-Mo-
bilfunkantenne ist.
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Uberwachungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
das Gehause (200) weiterhin einen Datenkartenhal-
ter (275) umfasst.

Uberwachungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
das Gehause (200) weiterhin eine Ortungsvorrich-
tung (250) umfasst.

Uberwachungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 7, wobei
die Ortungsvorrichtung (250) eine GPS-Antenne ist.

Uberwachungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Riemenanordnung (300) weiterhin einen ersten
Riemen (310) und einen zweiten Riemen (410) um-
fasst.

Uberwachungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 9, wobei
die Deckelbefestigung (290) derart konfiguriert ist,
dass sie eine Demontage des Gehausedeckels
(220) vom Gehéausekorper (210) verhindert, ohne
dass zuvor die Gehausebefestigung (400) entfernt
wurde.

Uberwachungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 9, wobei
die Befestigungslasche (320, 420) eine erste Befes-
tigungslasche (320) ist, wobei der erste Riemen die
erste Befestigungslasche (320) umfasst; wobei der
zweite Riemen (410) eine zweite Befestigungsla-
sche (420) umfasst; und wobei der Gehausekorper
(210) derart konfiguriert ist, dass er die erste Befes-
tigungslasche (320) und die zweite Befestigungsla-
sche (420) abdeckt und einen Kopf der Gehausebe-
festigung (400) freilegt, wobei der Gehausekdrper
(210) derart konfiguriert ist, dass er die Riemenan-
ordnung (300) vor einer Demontage ohne Verwen-
dung des speziellen Entfernungswerkzeugs schitzt.

Uberwachungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 9, wobei:

die Befestigungslasche (320, 420) eine erste
Befestigungslasche (320) und eine zweite Be-
festigungslasche (420) umfasst;

der erste Riemen (310) ein erstes Befestigungs-
ende, ein erstes Einstellende, das distal von
dem ersten Befestigungsende angeordnet ist,
und einen Zwischenabschnitt dazwischen um-
fasst, wobei der erste Riemen (310) ferner die
erste Befestigungslasche (320) in der Nahe des
ersten Befestigungsendes und eine Einsetzla-
sche in der Nahe des ersten Einstellendes um-
fasst, wobei die erste Befestigungslasche (320)
mit einer ersten Befestigungsaufnahme (208a)
des Paars von Befestigungsaufnahmen
(208a,b) gekoppelt ist; und wobei der zweite
Riemen (410) ein zweites Befestigungsende,
ein zweites Einstellende, das distal von dem
zweiten Befestigungsende angeordnet ist, und
einen zweiten Zwischenabschnitt dazwischen
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aufweist, wobei der zweite Riemen (410) wei-
terhin die zweite Befestigungslasche (420) in
der Nahe des zweiten Befestigungsendes und
die zweite Befestigungslasche (420), die mit ei-
ner zweiten Befestigungsaufnahme (208a) des
Paars von Befestigungsaufnahmen (208a,b)
gekoppelt ist, aufweist, wobei der zweite Rie-
men (410) eine Vielzahl von Einstellschlitzen
(430) in der Nahe des zweiten Einstellendes de-
finiert, wobei jeder Einstellschlitz (430) in einer
axialen Richtung der Riemenanordnung (300)
ausgerichtet und so bemesseniist, dass er einen
Abschnitt der Einsetzlasche (330) in einer be-
liebigen einer Vielzahl von Einsetzpositionen
(435) verriegelbar aufnimmt, wobei jede Ein-
setzposition (435) einem anderen Innendurch-
messer der Riemenanordnung (300) entspricht,
wenn die Gehausebefestigung (400a,b) festge-
zogen wird, wobei ein Abschnitt des ersten Rie-
mens (310) in der Nahe des ersten Einstellen-
des einen Abschnitt des zweiten Riemens (410)
in der Nahe des zweiten Einstellendes kreuzt,
und wobei ein Abschnitt des ersten Riemens
(310) radialinnerhalb des zweiten Einstellendes
des zweiten Riemens (410) positioniert ist, wo-
bei die Einsetzlasche (330) verriegelbar mitdem
zweiten Riemen (410) gekoppelt ist, wenn die
Gehausebefestigung (400a,b) festgezogen
wird.

Uberwachungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 12, wo-
bei die Einsetzlasche (330) einen halbkreisférmigen
Verriegelungsabschnitt umfasst, wobei die Einsetz-
lasche (330) durch eine AuRenflache des zweiten
Riemens (410) in einen der Einstellschlitze einge-
fihrt ist.

Uberwachungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 12, wo-
bei die Deckelbefestigung (290) derart konfiguriert
ist, dass sie eine Demontage des Gehausedeckels
(220) vom Gehéausekorper (210) ohne vorheriges
Entfernen der Gehausebefestigung (400a,b) verhin-
dert.

Uberwachungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 14, wo-
bei der Gehausekorper (210) derart konfiguriert ist,
dass er die erste Befestigungslasche (320) und die
zweite Befestigungslasche (420) abdeckt und einen
Kopf der Gehausebefestigung (400a,b) freilegt, wo-
bei der Gehausekorper (210) derart konfiguriert ist,
dass er die Riemenanordnung (300) vor einer De-
montage ohne Verwendung des speziellen Entfer-
nungswerkzeugs schiitzt.

Uberwachungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 14, wo-
bei die Einsetzlasche (330) einen halbkreisférmigen
Verriegelungsabschnitt umfasst, wobei die Einsetz-
lasche (330) in einen der Einstellschlitze durch eine
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20
AuBenflache des zweiten Riemens eingesetzt ist.

Uberwachungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 16, wo-
bei sich eine Spitze der Einsetzlasche nach auflien
durch einen Einstellschlitz neben dem Einstellschlitz
erstreckt, durch den die Einsetzlasche (330) einge-
fuhrt wurde.

Uberwachungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 12, wo-
beidie Einsetzlasche (330) einen L-férmigenflachen
Verriegelungsabschnitt umfasst, wobei die Ein-
setzasche (330) durch eine AulRenflache des zwei-
ten Riemens (410) in einen der Einstellschlitze ein-
gefuhrt wird.

Uberwachungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 12, wo-
bei:

die Einsetzlasche (330) einen halbkreisférmigen
Verriegelungsabschnitt umfasst, wobei die Einsetz-
lasche (330) in einen der Einstellschlitze durch eine
Innenflache des zweiten Riemens (410) hindurch
eingefiihrt wird, und wobei das zweite Einstellende
einen Verriegelungsclip (440) umfasst, wobei der
Verriegelungsclip derart konfiguriert ist, dass er den
ersten Riemen (310) kreuzt und verriegelbar mit ihm
gekoppelt ist.

Revendications

1.

Dispositif de surveillance (100) pour un systeme de
tuyau (90), le dispositif de surveillance (100)
comprenant :

un logement (200) délimitant une surface de
fixation (201) et une paire de contenants de fixa-
tion (208a, b) sur un cété de fixation (205), le
logement (200) étant congu pour étre monter
sur une surface extérieure d’'un élément de
tuyau (95) du systéme de tuyau (90), le loge-
ment (200) comprenant un corps de logement
(210),

un couvercle de logement (220),

un capteur (230),

un organe de commande (240), et

un dispositif de communication (260), le cap-
teur, 'organe de commande (240), et le dispo-
sitif de communication (260) étant logés a l'in-
térieur du corps de logement (210) et le couver-
cle (220) ;

une fixation de logement inviolable (400a, b)
congue pour empécher un détachement sans
un outil de retrait spécial ;

un ensemble étrier plat (300) comprenant une
languette de montage (320), 'ensemble bande
(300) étant fixée au logement (200) par récep-
tion de la fixation de logement (400a, b) par I'in-
termédiaire de la languette de montage (320) et
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a lintérieur du premier contenant de fixation
(208a) de la paire des contenants de fixation
(208a, b) ; et

une fixation de couvercle (290) fixant le couver-
cle de logement (220) au corps de logement
(210),

caractérisé en ce que la fixation de couvercle
(290) est congu pour empécher le désassem-
blage du couvercle de logement (220) du corps
delogement(210) sansretirer d’abord la fixation
de logement (400a, b).

Dispositif de surveillance (100) selon la revendica-
tion 1, dans lequel le capteur (230) est un détecteur
de fuite.

Dispositif de surveillance (100) selon la revendica-
tion 1, dans lequel la surface de fixation (201) est de
forme concave.

Dispositif de surveillance (100) selon la revendica-
tion 1, dans lequel 'organe de commande (240) est
une carte de circuit imprimé.

Dispositif de surveillance (100) selon la revendica-
tion 1, dans lequel le dispositif de communication
(260) est une antenne cellulaire LTE.

Dispositif de surveillance (100) selon la revendica-
tion 1, dans lequel le logement (200) comprend en
outre un support de carte de données (275).

Dispositif de surveillance (100) selon la revendica-
tion 1, dans lequel le logement (200) comprend en
outre un dispositif de localisation (250).

Dispositif de surveillance (100) selon la revendica-
tion 7, dans lequel le dispositif de localisation (250)
est une antenne GPS.

Dispositif de surveillance (100) selon la revendica-
tion 1, dans lequel 'ensemble étrier plat (300) com-
prend en outre un premier étrier plat (310) et un se-
cond étrier plat (410).

Dispositif de surveillance (100) selon la revendica-
tion 9, dans lequel la fixation de couvercle (290) est
congu pour empécher le désassemblage du couver-
cle de logement (220) du corps de logement (210)
sans retirer d’abord la fixation de logement (400).

Dispositif de surveillance (100) selon la revendica-
tion 9, dans lequel la languette de montage (320,
420) est une premiere languette de montage (320),
la premiére bande comprenant la premiére languette
de montage (320) ; le second étrier plat (410) com-
prenant une seconde languette de montage (320) ;
et le corps de logement (210) étant congu pour re-
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couvrir la premiére languette de montage (320) et la
seconde languette de montage (420) et rendre visi-
ble une téte de la fixation de logement (400), le corps
de logement (210) étant ainsi congu pour empécher
le désassemblage de I'ensemble étrier plat (300)
sans l'utilisation de I'outil de retrait spécial.

Dispositif de surveillance (100) selon la revendica-
tion 9, comprenant une premiére languette de mon-
tage (320) et une seconde languette de montage
(420) ;

la premiére bande (310) comprenant une pre-
miere extrémité de montage, une premiéere ex-
trémité de réglage située de maniére distale de
la premiére extrémité de montage, et une partie
intermédiaire entre elles,

dans lequel le premier étrier (310) comprend en
outre la premiere languette de montage (320) a
proximité de la premiére extrémité de montage
etunelanguette d’insertion a proximité de la pre-
miere extrémité de réglage,

dans lequel la premiere languette de montage
(320) est accouplée a un premier contenant de
fixation (208a) de la paire de contenants de fixa-
tion (208a, b) ; etle second étrier plat (410) com-
prend une seconde extrémité de montage, une
seconde extrémité de réglage située distale-
ment de la seconde extrémité de montage, et
une seconde partie intermédiaire entre elles,
dans lequel le second étrier plat (410) délimite
une pluralité de fentes de réglage (430) a proxi-
mité de la seconde extrémité de réglage, chaque
fente de réglage (430) étant alignée dans une
direction axiale de 'ensemble étrier plat (300)
et dimensionnée pour recevoir par verrouillage
une partie de la languette d’insertion (330) dans
I'une quelconque position d’une pluralité de po-
sitions d’insertion (435), chaque position d’in-
sertion (435) correspondant a un diamétre inté-
rieurdifférentde 'ensemble étrier plat (300) lors-
que la fixation de logement (400a, b) est serrée,
une partie du premier étrier plat (310) a proximité
de la premiere extrémité de réglage croisantune
partie du second étrier plat (410) a proximité de
la seconde extrémité de réglage, et une partie
du second étrier plat (310) est positionnée ra-
dialement a l'intérieur de la seconde extrémité
de réglage du second étrier plat (410), la lan-
guette d’insertion (330) étant couplée par ver-
rouillage au second étrier plat (410) lorsque la
fixation de logement (4003, b) est serrée.

Dispositif de surveillance (100) selon la revendica-
tion 12, dans lequel la languette d’insertion (330)
comprend une partie de verrouillage semicirculaire,
lalanguette d’insertion (330) étantinsérée dansl'une
des fentes de réglage par une surface extérieure du



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

23 EP 3 885 587 B1

second étrier plat (410).

Dispositif de surveillance (100) selon la revendica-
tion 12, dans lequel la fixation de couvercle (290) est
congue pour empécher le désassemblage du cou-
vercle de logement (220) du corps de logement (210)
avant que la premiére fixation de logement (400a,
b) ne soit retirée.

Dispositif de surveillance (100) selon la revendica-
tion 14, dans lequel le corps de logement (210) est
congu pour recouvrir la premiére languette de mon-
tage (320) et la seconde languette de montage (420)
et rendre visible une téte de la fixation de logement
(4004, b), le corps de logement (210) étant ainsi con-
¢u pour empécher le désassemblage de I'ensemble
étrier plat (300) sans l'utilisation de I'outil de retrait
spécial.

Dispositif de surveillance (100) selon la revendica-
tion 14, dans lequel la languette d’insertion (330)
comprend une partie de verrouillage semicirculaire,
lalanguette d’insertion (330) étantinsérée dans'une
des fentes de réglage par une surface extérieure du
second étrier plat (410).

Dispositif de surveillance (100) selon la revendica-
tion 16, dans lequel une pointe de la languette d’in-
sertion (330) s’étend vers I'extérieur a travers une
fente de réglage adjacente vers la fente de réglage
par laquelle est insérée la languette d’insertion.

Dispositif de surveillance (100) selon la revendica-
tion 12, dans lequel la languette d’insertion (330)
comprend une partie de verrouillage plate, la lan-
guette d’insertion (330) étant insérée dans I'une des
fentes de réglage a travers une surface extérieure
du second étrier plat (410).

Dispositif de surveillance (100) selon la revendica-
tion 12, dans lequel : la languette d’insertion (330)
comprend une partie de verrouillage semicirculaire,
lalanguette d’insertion (330) étantinsérée dans'une
des fentes de réglage a travers une surface intérieu-
re du second étrier (410) et la seconde extrémité de
réglage comprend une épingle de verrouillage (440),
I'épingle de verrouillage (440) étant congue pour
croiser et s’accoupler par verrouillage avec le pre-
mier étrier plat (310).
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