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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a reinforcing
element for concrete, wherein this reinforcing element
comprises a bundle of resin-impregnated fibres.

[0002] The presentinvention also relates to an assem-
bly of such reinforcing elements and concrete comprising
reinforcing elements.

[0003] The present invention also relates to concrete
comprising reinforcing elements and a method for man-
ufacturing a concrete construction.

[0004] There are different types of reinforcing ele-
ments for concrete. Thus, relatively large elements made
from steel such as steel wire, steel reinforcement mats,
etc. may be used. Since fitting these relatively large el-
ements is laborious, smaller reinforcing elements are al-
so available which are mixable with concrete and are
mixed in with the concrete during production and mixing
of the concrete, such as steel fibres. By means of steel
fibres, it is also possible to give the concrete a certain
degree of strength, but the use of steel fibres also has
drawbacks. Thus, these steel fibres are inter alia prone
to corrosion at the level of the concrete surface and the
specific weight of steel fibres is greater than that of con-
crete. As a result thereof, steel fibres are less readily
mixable with concrete, so that the distribution of steel
fibres in the concrete is usually not uniform. Also, due to
the force of gravity, steel fibres will start to sink while the
concrete sets, as a result of which the concrete will com-
prise fewer steel fibres at the top than at the bottom.
There is also a risk of these steel fibres protruding from
the concrete or becoming exposed after the top layer has
eroded, as aresult of which animals may hurt themselves
onthese protruding steel fibres or tyres may be punctured
as a consequence of these protruding steel fibres. Con-
crete which is reinforced with steel fibres is therefore not
usable with architectural concrete or visible concrete, in
animal sheds or at locations with a considerable amount
of vehicle traffic.

[0005] Currently, use is made of glass fibres or plastic
fibres to reinforce concrete. These glass fibres are treat-
ed, for example coated, in order thus to protect the fibres
against the alkaline conditions which prevail in concrete.
As aresult of the treatment, the fibres become chemically
resistant. These fibres mainly prevent the formation of
cracks and more specifically the formation of hairline
cracks in concrete and only contribute little to the strength
of the concrete.

[0006] It is therefore an object of the invention to pro-
duce a reinforcing element for concrete, wherein this re-
inforcing element does not have the drawbacks of steel
fibres, but which does contribute greatly to the strength
of the concrete.

[0007] This object is achieved by providing a reinforc-
ing elementfor concrete, wherein this reinforcing element
comprises a bundle of resin-impregnated fibres, wherein
the reinforcing element successively comprises a first
end section, a central section and a second end section,
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wherein the bundle of fibres is twisted in the central sec-
tion. Preferably, this reinforcing element only consists of
a first end section, a central section and a second end
section.

[0008] Here, the bundle of fibres comprises plastic fi-
bres, glass fibres, basaltfibres, flax fibres or carbon fibres
or amixture of two or more of the abovementioned fibres.
[0009] Thecentralsection, whichinthis case istwisted,
extends between the two abovementioned end sections.
Preferably, the bundle of fibres is not twisted, or only to
aminimal degree, atthe position of said two end sections.
Due to the central section being twisted, the fibres are
under tension here and, in addition, due to the specific
design of these reinforcing elements, in which the twisted
central section is clamped between said two end sec-
tions, the central section will readily be able to absorb
tensile stress in the concrete and these reinforcing ele-
ments will not only be able to withstand the formation of
cracks, butwill also contribute significantly to the strength
of the concrete. The bundle of fibres preferably compris-
es glass fibres. These fibres do not corrode and have a
specific weight which is relatively similar to the specific
weight of concrete, so that they are readily mixable with
the concrete and will not settle. If these reinforcing ele-
ments protrude from the concrete at certain locations,
they are not dangerous to animals and tyres will not be-
come punctured when they are being driven over them,
so that concrete comprising these reinforcing elements
is also usable as architectural concrete or visible con-
crete, in animal sheds and/or at locations with a large
amount of vehicle traffic.

[0010] The bundle of fibres is twisted in the central sec-
tion. Thus, in its central section, the bundle of fibres is
turned in a specific direction of rotation and the bundle
of fibres is thus twisted. Such a reinforcing element can
easily be formed by starting with a bundle of fibres, in
which case all the fibres extend along the same longitu-
dinal direction, being a roving, wherein the bundle of fi-
bres is then twisted locally in order thus to form it into a
reinforcing element with said central section. Preferably,
the reinforcing element extends in a longitudinal direc-
tion, at least at the position of the central section. The
reinforcing element preferably has a total length of be-
tween 10 mm and 100 mm. The central section may have
a virtually circular cross section with a diameter of be-
tween 0.5 mm and 2 mm. These reinforcing elements
are preferably produced as follows. A long bundle of fi-
bres, for example a roving, is used to start with. This
roving is then successively, from the start to the end of
the roving, impregnated with a resin and twisted locally.
The roving may be placed in an oven in order to cure the
resin. The resin may also be a UV curable resin, in which
case UV light can be used to cure the resin instead of an
oven. As aresult of the twisting, the resin will be absorbed
even better, thus resulting in an improved impregnation.
After the resin has cured, the roving comprising resin is
cut into pieces in order to form said reinforcing elements.
[0011] Preferably, the central section extends in a lon-
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gitudinal direction and the fibres are twisted in the central
section.

[0012] In a preferred embodiment, the fibres are twist-
ed at between 10 and 50 twists per m (twists per metre,
TPM)in the central section, still more preferably between
20 and 40 twists per m and the most preferably twisted
at virtually 30 twists per metre. The widest range virtually
corresponds to a twisting rate between 0.25 and 1.25
twists per inch (TPI, turns per inch, twists per inch).
[0013] In a preferred embodiment, the bundle of fibres
is flattened at the position of at least one of said end
section. In this case, said end section is a flattened end
section. Furthermore preferably, the bundle of fibres is
flattened at the position of both said end sections. The
bundle of fibres is twisted in its central section and pref-
erably has a virtually circular or an oval-shaped cross
section. Due to the fact that at least one end section is
flattened, the central section is under more tension and
is very readily able to fulfil its function which consists in
providing additional strength to the concrete. In addition,
concrete is readily able to mechanically adhere to flat-
tened elements, as a result of which the at least one said
flattened end section provides a good adhesion to the
reinforcing element by the concrete, as a result of which
the reinforcing element is readily able to contribute to the
strength of the concrete.

[0014] Furthermore preferably, the fibres are largely in
a non-twisted position at the position of the at least one
said flattened end section.

[0015] Also furthermore preferably, the fibres extend
largely successively next to each other in the same
straight or curved plane at the position of the at least one
said flattened end section. In this case, the fibres form a
large surface to which the concrete can adhere.

[0016] Also furthermore preferably, the central section
extends in a longitudinal direction and said flattened end
section is deflected with respect to said longitudinal di-
rection or said flattened end section makes an angle with
said longitudinal direction. In this case, the concrete is
even better able to adhere to said flattened end section,
since it is not in line with the central section, but is de-
flected from the central section or makes an angle with
the latter. Thus, the flattened end section here also pro-
vides good adhesion for the concrete. Preferably, the
bundle of fibres is flattened at the position of both said
end sections. If both end sections are deflected from or
make an angle with the central section, then this is pref-
erably in an opposite direction. This results in a very good
adhesion to the concrete as a result of which the rein-
forcing element is very readily able to absorb stresses in
the concrete.

[0017] Ina highly preferred embodiment, the fibres are
glass fibres. Glass fibres do not corrode. Due to the fact
that the glass fibres in this case are impregnated with a
resin, they are also very durable and do not deteriorate
when they are situated in concrete. Glass fibres have a
small degree of expansion, as a result of which the risk
of cracks appearing in the concrete is reduced. Glass
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fibres are not prone to stick together and have a specific
weight which corresponds to that of concrete, as a result
of which they are readily mixable with concrete in a ho-
mogenous manner and they do not settle in the concrete.
Glass fibres are not dangerous to animals or cause punc-
tures in tyres. Preferably, the resin comprises an epoxy
resin, a polyurethane resin or a polyester resin. Prefer-
ably, the resin is an epoxy resin, a polyurethane resin or
a polyester resin. These resins ensure that the fibres are
protected against the alkaline conditions in the concrete,
as a result of which the fibres are not damaged by the
concrete and can thus give the concrete strength for a
sufficiently long time.

[0018] In a highly preferred embodiment, the resin is
a water-absorbing resin. These reinforcing elements are
configured to be mixed with concrete, before or while the
concrete is being poured, thatis to say when the concrete
is still in a liquid condition. Thereafter, the concrete con-
taining the reinforcing elements sets. In the liquid condi-
tion, the concrete contains a large amount of water. Since
the resin is water-absorbent, the resin will consequently
start to absorb water. As a result thereof, the resin will
soften and the fibres may deform. Thus, the bundle of
fibres may become slightly untwisted at the position of
the central section and thus become longer. During cur-
ing of the concrete, the absorbed water will also leave
the resin and the fibres will want to return to their original
shape. The central section will want to return to its twisted
shape and will thus become less long, as a consequence
of which it will exert a certain prestress to the concrete
and thus provide additional strength to the concrete. As
a result, concrete comprising these reinforcing elements
has a very high tensile strength.

[0019] Furthermore preferably, this resin is able to ab-
sorb at least 1 time its volume in water, still more prefer-
ably is able to absorb at least 3 times its volume in water
and most preferably is able to absorb up to 5 times its
volume in water. This results in a significant increase in
weight of the reinforcing element when adding the rein-
forcing element to wet concrete which is annulled when
the concrete sets.

[0020] Preferably, the weight of the resin accounts for
10 to 30 percent of the total weight of the reinforcing
element. Still more preferably, the weight of the resin
accounts for 15 to 25 percent of the total weight of the
reinforcing element. Preferably, the reinforcing element
only comprises the bundle of fibres and the resin, so that
the weightof the bundle of fibres then preferably accounts
for 70 to 90 percent of the total weight of the reinforcing
element. If the resin is a water-absorbing resin as de-
scribed above, this means that when the reinforcing el-
ement has been added to wet concrete, an increase in
weight of for example 20 to 120% occurs because of the
absorption of water. During setting of the concrete, the
water leaves the reinforcing element and the latter re-
gains its original weight.

[0021] The object of the invention is also achieved by
providing an assembly of reinforcing elements for con-
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crete, wherein this assembly comprises reinforcing ele-
ments as described above. The advantages and pre-
ferred embodiments described above for the reinforcing
elements according to the invention also apply to this
assembly according to the invention.

[0022] Preferably, said reinforcing elements according
to the invention comprise a first group of reinforcing ele-
ments in which the central section of this first group of
reinforcing elements is twisted in a clockwise direction,
and a second group of reinforcing elements in which the
central section of this second group of reinforcing ele-
ments is twisted in a counterclockwise direction. There
are in this case therefore reinforcing elements with a cen-
tral section which is twisted in a clockwise direction and
reinforcing elements with a central section which is twist-
edin a counterclockwise direction. There are thus central
sections which twist to the right and central sections
which twist to the left. Therefore, there are at least two
types of reinforcing elements with a different direction of
rotation. The direction of rotation is the direction of the
first end section towards the second end section. Pref-
erably, the first end section and the second end section
are configured differently in this case, so that there is a
clear difference between the first and the second end
section. Thus, the first and the second end sections may
be flattened along surfaces which make an opposite an-
gle with or are deflected from the central section or the
end sections may each be flattened in a different way.
Preferably, the construction of the reinforcing elements
from the first group is virtually identical and, also prefer-
ably, the construction of the reinforcing elements from
the second group is virtually identical. Concrete which is
mixed with this assembly will have a high tensile strength,
since the reinforcing elements will ensure that tensile
stress is absorbed in all kinds of different directions/sens-
es. Even if the mixture is not homogenous, this assembly
will still result in a concrete of sufficient strength. An ad-
ditional advantage is the fact that such an assembly can
be produced in very simple manner. This is due to the
fact that it is possible to take one long bundle of fibres
(roving) and treat it with a resin, successively twist the
fibres in a clockwise direction, flatten them, twist them in
a counterclockwise direction, flatten them, etc. In this
way, one long roving is produced which can then be cut
at the position of the flattened portions in order thus to
obtain a said assembly of reinforcing elements. The ad-
vantage of successively twisting in opposite directions of
rotation is that there is no risk of the roving being twisted
excessively and breaking.

[0023] Furthermore preferably, the first group of rein-
forcing elements accounts for 10 to 90% of all reinforcing
elements. Still more preferably, the first group of reinforc-
ing elements accounts for virtually 50% of all reinforcing
elements.

[0024] Also furthermore preferably, the second group
of reinforcing elements accounts for 10 to 90% of all re-
inforcing elements. Still more preferably, the second
group of reinforcing elements accounts for virtually 50%
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of all reinforcing elements.

[0025] In a highly preferred embodiment, the reinforc-
ing elements only comprise reinforcing elements accord-
ing to the invention. Then, a number of reinforcing ele-
ments is purchased and added to the concrete prior to
or during the production thereof. If desired, it is obviously
also possible to add yet other reinforcing elements which
do not form part of the assembly according to the inven-
tion.

[0026] The object of the invention is also achieved by
providing concrete comprising reinforcing elements,
wherein these reinforcing elements comprise reinforcing
elements according to the invention and, still more pref-
erably, wherein these reinforcing elements form part of
an abovementioned assembly according to the invention.
[0027] The object of the invention is also achieved by
providing a method for manufacturing a concrete con-
struction, wherein concrete is produced and reinforcing
elements are mixed in with this concrete while the con-
crete produced is still in its liquid state in order to produce
aliquid mixture, wherein this liquid mixture is poured into
the desired form and this mixture is allowed to setin order
to form the concrete construction, wherein the reinforcing
elements comprise reinforcing elements according to the
invention. Preferably, these reinforcing elements form
part of a said assembly according to the invention.
[0028] Preferably, the resin of the reinforcing elements
is a water-absorbing resin, so that this resin absorbs wa-
ter when the concrete is still in a liquid state and thus the
bundles of fibres of the reinforcing elements become
slightly untwisted at the position of the central section
and become longer, and wherein, during setting of the
concrete, the absorbed water leaves the resin and the
bundles of fibres return to their original shape in order
thus to form a concrete construction comprising pre-
stressed concrete.

[0029] The present invention will now be described in
more detail by means of the following detailed description
of a preferred embodiment of reinforcing elements and
an assembly according to the presentinvention. The sole
aim of this description is to give illustrative examples and
to indicate further advantages and features and can
therefore by no means be interpreted as a limitation of
the area of application of the invention or of the patent
rights defined in the claims.

[0030] In this detailed description, reference numerals
are used to refer to the attached drawings, in which:

- Fig. 1 shows a perspective view of a first embodi-
ment of a reinforcing element according to the inven-
tion;

- Fig. 2shows a perspective view of a second embod-
iment of a reinforcing element according to the in-
vention;

- Fig. 3shows aside view of a portion of the reinforcing
element illustrated in Fig. 1 and a portion of the re-
inforcing element illustrated in Fig. 2;

- Fig.4shows aside view of two portions of reinforcing
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elements according to a third embodiment;

- Fig. 5shows aside view of two portions of reinforcing
elements according to a fourth embodiment;

- Fig. 6shows aside view of two portions of reinforcing
elements according to a fifth and a sixth embodi-
ment.

[0031] In the figures, different embodiments of rein-
forcing elements (1) according to the invention are illus-
trated. All these reinforcing elements (1) comprise a bun-
dle of glass fibres which is impregnated with an optionally
water-absorbing epoxy resin. The reinforcing elements
(1) consist of, successively, a first end section (2), a cen-
tral section (3) and a second end section (4). At the first
and the second end sections (2, 4), the bundle of fibres
is flattened, so that these comprise straight surfaces or
curved surfaces. At the position of the central section (3),
the bundle of fibres is twisted in such a way that the cen-
tral section (3) extends in a longitudinal direction (A), has
a circular cross section and comprises between 10 and
50 twists per m.

[0032] At the position of the end sections (2, 4), the
fibres extend next to each other and are hardly twisted,
if at all. In the first, the second and the third embodiment
illustrated in Figs. 1 to 4, the end sections (2, 4) are flat-
tened in such a way that they curve with respect to the
longitudinal direction (A). In the fourth embodiment, illus-
trated in Fig. 5, the end sections (2, 4) extend along a
plane which extends in said longitudinal direction (A) of
the central section (3). In the fifth and sixth embodiment,
the end sections (2, 4) are flattened and deflected from
the central section (3) in such a way that they comprise
three successive parts, respectively a first part which
curves with respect to the longitudinal direction (A), a
second part which extends virtually parallel to the longi-
tudinal direction (A) and a third part which is deflected
from the second part.

[0033] The reinforcing elements (1) illustrated in Figs.
1 and 2 and the reinforcing elements (1) illustrated in Fig.
6 preferably form part of an assembly of reinforcing ele-
ments (1), wherein this assembly comprises virtually 50%
of reinforcing elements (1) of the first embodiment or the
fifth embodimentand comprises virtually 50% of reinforc-
ing elements (1) of the second embodiment or the sixth
embodiment. In the first and the fifth embodiment, the
central section (3) is twisted in a clockwise direction,
viewed from the first end section (2) towards the second
end section (4), and in the second and the sixth embod-
iment, the central section (3) is twisted in a counterclock-
wise direction, viewed from the first end section (2) to-
wards the second end section (4). Since the assembly
comprises virtually 50% of central sections (3) which are
twisted in a counterclockwise direction and comprises
virtually 50% of central sections (3) which are twisted in
a clockwise direction, this assembly is very suitable to
be mixed with concrete in order to provide additional
strength to the concrete. The reason for this is that, even
in case of a less homogenous mixing of the reinforcing
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elements (1) in the concrete, the reinforcing elements (1)
will absorb the tensile stress in different directions and
senses, as a result of which concrete comprising this
assembly is very strong.

Claims

1. Reinforcing element (1) for concrete, wherein this
reinforcing element (1) comprises a bundle of resin-
impregnated fibres, characterized in that the rein-
forcing element (1) successively comprises a first
end section (2), a central section (3) and a second
end section (4), wherein the bundle of fibres is twist-
ed in the central section (3).

2. Reinforcing element (1) according to Claim 1, char-
acterized in that the fibres are twisted at between
10 and 50 twists per m in the central section (3).

3. Reinforcing element (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that the bundle of
fibres is flattened at the position of at least one said
end section (2, 4).

4. Reinforcing element (1) according to Claim 3, char-
acterized in that the fibres are largely in a non-twist-
ed position at the position of the at least one said
flattened end section.

5. Reinforcing elements (1) according to Claim 4, char-
acterized in that the fibres extend largely succes-
sively next to each other in the same straight or
curved plane at the position of the at least one said
flattened end section (2, 4).

6. Reinforcing element (1) according to one of Claims
3 or 5, characterized in that the central section (3)
extends in a longitudinal direction (A) and said flat-
tened end section (2, 4) is deflected with respect to
said longitudinal direction (A) or makes an angle with
said longitudinal direction (A).

7. Reinforcing element (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that the resin is a
water-absorbing resin.

8. Reinforcing element (1) according to Claim 7, char-
acterized in that the resin is able to absorb at least
1 time its volume in water.

9. Reinforcing element (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that the weight of
the resin accounts for 10 to 30 percent of the total
weight of the reinforcing element (1).

10. Reinforcing element (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that the fibres are
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glass fibres.

Reinforcing element (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that the resin com-
prises an epoxy resin, a polyurethane resin or a pol-
yester resin.

Assembly of reinforcing elements (1) for concrete,
wherein this assembly comprises reinforcing ele-
ments (1) according to one or more of Claims 1to 11.

Assembly according to Claim 12, characterized in
that said reinforcing elements (1) according to one
or more of Claims 1 to 11 comprise a first group of
reinforcing elements (1) in which the central section
(3) of this first group of reinforcing elements (1) is
twisted in a clockwise direction, and a second group
of reinforcing elements (1) in which the central sec-
tion (3) of this second group of reinforcing elements
(1) is twisted in a counterclockwise direction.

Assembly according to Claim 13, characterized in
that the first group of reinforcing elements (1) ac-
counts for 10 to 90% of all reinforcing elements (1).

Assembly according to Claim 13 or 14, character-
ized in that the second group of reinforcing elements
(1) accounts for 10 to 90% of all reinforcing elements

).

Assembly according to one or more of Claims 12 to
15, characterized in that the reinforcing elements
(1) comprise only reinforcing elements (1) according
to one or more of Claims 1 to 11.

Concrete comprising reinforcing elements (1), char-
acterized in that the reinforcing elements (1) com-
prise reinforcing elements (1) according to one or
more of Claims 1 to 11.

Method for manufacturing a concrete construction,
wherein concrete is produced and reinforcing ele-
ments (1) are mixed in with this concrete while the
concrete produced is still in its liquid state in order
to produce a liquid mixture, wherein this liquid mix-
ture is poured into the desired form and this mixture
is allowed to set in order to form the concrete con-
struction, characterized in that the reinforcing ele-
ments (1) comprise reinforcing elements (1) accord-
ing to one or more of Claims 1 to 11.

Method for manufacturing a concrete construction
according to Claim 18, characterized in that the
resin of the reinforcing elements (1) is a water-ab-
sorbing resin, so that this resin absorbs water when
the concrete is still in a liquid condition and thus the
bundles of fibres of the reinforcing elements (1) be-
come slightly untwisted at the position of the central
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section (3) and become longer, and wherein, during
setting of the concrete, the absorbed water leaves
the resin and the bundles of fibres return to their orig-
inal shape in order thus to form a concrete construc-
tion comprising prestressed concrete.
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