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Description

FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure relates generally to gas
sensor modules and includes a removable gas sensor
molecule and a method of providing thereof.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Conventionally, a gas detection system needs
tobecalibratedby theuserat intervalsdetailed in theuser
manual. For example, high calibration of a gas sampling
system may be carried out monthly and may require
calibration gas supplies to be available at the facility,
as well as a change of sample line connections. During
high calibration of the gas sampling system and the
change of sample line connections, a gas detection
system cannot sample gas. Additionally, incorrect con-
nection of the calibration tubing kit can result in incorrect
readings or equipment damage. WO2018157172 de-
scribes respiratory equipment to which a sensor module
can be coupled.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0003] Implementations of the present technology will
nowbedescribed, bywayof exampleonly,with reference
to the attached figures, wherein:

FIG. 1A is an exploded view of an exemplary gas
sensor assembly according to the present disclo-
sure;
FIG. 1B is an assembled view of the gas sensor
assembly of FIG. 1A;
FIG. 2A is an exploded view of an exemplary gas
sensor module;
FIG. 2B is an exploded view of an exemplary gas
sensor module;
FIG. 2C is an assembled view of the gas sensor
module of FIG. 2B with the outer housing and inner
housing removed;
FIG. 3A is a detailed, exploded view of an exemplary
gas sensor assembly;
FIG. 3B is a detailed, exploded view of an exemplary
gas sensor assembly; and
FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of an apparatus in-
cluding a voltage source electrically coupled with a
gas sensormodule tomaintain calibration stability of
the gas sensor module.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0004] It will be appreciated that for simplicity and
clarity of illustration, where appropriate, reference nu-
merals havebeen repeatedamong thedifferent figures to
indicate corresponding or analogous elements. In addi-
tion, numerous specific details are set forth in order to

provide a thorough understanding of the examples de-
scribed herein. However, it will be understood by those of
ordinary skill in theart that theexamplesdescribedherein
can be practiced without these specific details. In other
instances, methods, procedures and components have
not been described in detail so as not to obscure the
related relevant feature being described. Also, the de-
scription is not to be considered as limiting the scope of
theembodimentsdescribedherein. Thedrawingsarenot
necessarily to scale and the proportions of certain parts
may be exaggerated to better illustrate details and fea-
tures of the present disclosure.
[0005] Several definitions that apply throughout the
above disclosure will now be presented. The term
"coupled" is defined as connected, whether directly or
indirectly through intervening components, and is not
necessarily limited to physical connections. The connec-
tion can be such that the objects are permanently con-
nected or releasably connected. The term "substantially"
is defined to be essentially conforming to the particular
dimension, shape or other word that substantially modi-
fies, such that the component need not be exact. For
example, "substantially cylindrical"means that the object
resembles a cylinder, but can have one or more devia-
tions from a true cylinder. The terms "comprising," "in-
cluding" and "having" are used interchangeably in this
disclosure. The terms "comprising," "including" and "hav-
ing" mean to include, but not necessarily be limited to the
things sodescribed. The term "hot swap," "hot swapped,"
or "hot swappable" is defined to mean that a sensor is
removed and a new calibrated sensor can be replaced
such that the downtime of the therapeutic gas delivery
device for the replacement sensor to reach operational
readiness is less than approximately 5 minutes. For
example, a gas sensor modulemay be hot swapped with
a calibrated gas sensor module, and the downtime of the
therapeutic gas delivery device is approximately 3 min-
utes. As used herein, "swap" can include "hot swap" or
any corresponding variations.
[0006] Disclosed herein is a removable gas sensor
module with a plurality of sensors for measuring at least
oneproperty of a samplegas in a therapeutic gasdelivery
device. The sample gas may be a sample of the ther-
apeutic gasbeingdelivered toapatientby the therapeutic
gas delivery device. The gas sensor module is self-con-
tainedwithin the therapeutic gas delivery device, thereby
facilitating its replacement in the field in a fashion that can
be thought of as "Plug’n’Play" and/or capable of a hot
swap. In some examples, the gas sensor module is self-
contained within a gas sensor assembly, which is further
containedwithin the therapeutic gas delivery device. The
gas sensor module can be pre-calibrated, such that it is
ready to be used upon installation in the gas sensor
assembly/therapeutic gas delivery device without further
calibration. The gas sensor module can be factory cali-
brated, and, in at least one example, can maintain cali-
bration stability while in storage for a substantial period of
time, for example over a 6-month period.

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



4

3 EP 3 890 815 B9 4

[0007] Conventionally, if a sensor fails any of the cali-
bration tests, the sensor is replaced by a trained respon-
sible person or service technician. For example, sensor
replacement may be carried out by opening a panel on
the back of the device casing, removing the failed sensor
and fitting a replacement sensor. After replacing a sen-
sor, the sample detection circuit is out of operation for a
period of time as the new sensor has to be conditioned in
the gas-flow, which for example sensor change for oxy-
gen (O2) and nitrogen dioxide (NO2) may be about 40
minutes, while nitric oxide (NO) sensors may require
about 5 hours conditioning. Once the new sensor has
been conditioned, a low and then high calibration is then
carried out before gas sample detection can be contin-
ued. Thus, the replacement of conventional gas sensors
in a therapeutic gas delivery device is time consuming
and causes an interruption in both gas sensor detectio-
n/analysis and therapeutic gas delivery to a patient that
can interfere with the effective treatment of the patient.
[0008] The conventional solution to sensor drift is to
carry out periodic low and high level calibration of the
sensors. Low level calibrationmaybeautomaticallyman-
aged and controlled by the device, but high level calibra-
tion of the sensors requires a user to disconnect the
sampling line from the patient line and then attach cali-
bration gas supplies of the appropriate gas before en-
abling thehigh calibrationprotocol. Again, performing the
high calibration is time consuming and causes an inter-
ruption in gassensor detection/analysis that can interfere
with the effective treatment of the patient.
[0009] The gas sensor module described herein over-
comes the limitations of the conventional gas sensors.
The gas sensor module is pre-calibrated, self-contained,
and hot swappable, such that it can be replaced in a
therapeutic gas delivery device without causing an inter-
ruption in therapeutic gas delivery to a patient and only
has minimal down time in gas sensor detection/analysis.
This provides for continuous, effective treatment of the
patient. In addition, the hot swappable feature of the self-
containedgassensormoduleprovides for thegas sensor
module to be replaced by a user without significant
training.Rather than ask the user to implement amonthly
high calibration of the NO and NO2 sensors, the gas
sensor module can simply be removed and replaced
by a separate pre-calibrated gas sensor module. The
first gas sensor module can then be returned to a central
facility for recalibration and/or be discarded. The gas
sensor module has been pre-calibrated for high calibra-
tion such that only low calibration is needed to be per-
formed, which, in at least one example, can occur auto-
matically upon insertion of the gas sensor module.
[0010] The gas sensor module can be utilized in an
exemplary gas sensor assembly shown, for example, in
FIGS.1Aand1B.Thegassensorassembly 10 includesa
gas sensor module 100 and an assembly inner housing
200 operable to removably receive the gas sensor mod-
ule 100. The assembly inner housing 200 includes a
module receiving portion 202 which forms a module

receiving recess 204. The gas sensor module 100 is
removably received in the module receiving recess
204. As such, the gas sensor module 100 is removably
coupled with the assembly inner housing 200. The gas
sensor assembly 10 can also include a gas analyzer unit
300 with an assembly main housing 302 operable to
receive the assembly inner housing 200. In some exam-
ples, the assembly inner housing 200 is removably
coupled with the assembly main housing 302. In other
examples, the assembly inner housing 200 is fixedly
coupled with the assembly main housing 302. The gas
analyzer unit 300 is contained within a therapeutic gas
delivery device 50. In at least one example, the assembly
main housing 302 is coupled with and in fluid commu-
nication with the therapeutic gas delivery device 50. In
some examples, the gas sensor module 100 is nested
within the assembly inner housing 200, which is nested
within the assembly main housing 302, such that the gas
sensor module 100 is coupled with and in fluid commu-
nication with the therapeutic gas delivery device 50. In
other examples, the assembly inner housing 200 and the
gas analyzer unit 300 can be integrated as a single unit
operable to receive the gas sensor module 100. In addi-
tional examples, the therapeutic gas delivery device 50 is
operable to receive the gas sensor module 100.
[0011] The therapeutic gas delivery device 50 is oper-
able to deliver therapeutic gas to a patient. For example,
the therapeutic gas delivery device 50 can deliver ther-
apeutic nitric oxide (NO) gas to a patient. The gas sensor
module 100, the assembly inner housing 200, and the
assemblymain housing 302 are positioned such that gas
can flow from a breathing circuit of the therapeutic gas
delivery device 50, through a sample tube, through the
gas analyzer unit 300, through the assembly inner hous-
ing 200, to the gas sensor module 100. In at least one
example, a sample tube can be fluidly connected to a
breathing circuit of the gas delivery device 50 and the gas
sensormodule 100 is operable to receive the sample gas
from thesample tube. Inat least oneexample, thebreath-
ing circuit of the therapeutic gas delivery device 50 in-
cludes a sample tee which is operable to receive the
sample tube such that at least a portion of the gas in the
breathing circuit flows through the sample tube. Addi-
tionally, in at least one example, the assembly inner
housing 200 can include a port 206 which can be fluidly
connected with a port 306 on the gas analyzer unit 300,
which can be fluidly connected with the sample tube. The
port 206 can receive the sample gas from the therapeutic
gas delivery device 50, through the gas analyzer unit 300
port 304 and provide the sample gas to the gas sensor
module 100.
[0012] FIGS.2Aand2B illustrateexplodedviewsof the
gas sensor module 100. The gas sensor module 100
includes a sample chamber 101. The sample chamber
101 receives the sample gas from the therapeutic gas
delivery device 50. The sample chamber 101 is fluidly
connectedwithasample inlet 119.Thesample inlet 119 is
fluidly connected with a therapeutic gas delivery device
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and is operable to receive the sample gas. In some
examples, the sample inlet 119 is fluidly connected to
the port 206 of the assembly inner housing 200, which is
fluidly connected to the port 304 of the gas analyzer unit
300,which is fluidly connectedwith thesample tube in the
therapeutic gas delivery device 50. In at least one ex-
ample, the sample chamber 101 is operable to receive
the sample gas from the therapeutic gas delivery device
50. The sample chamber 101 can include an inner hous-
ing 102. The inner housing 102 can include a vent 103
through which the sample gas can be removed from the
sample chamber 101. The vent 103 can be, for example,
an opening formed in the inner housing 102. In at least
one example, the gas sensor module 100 includes an
outer housing 104 which at least partially surrounds the
inner housing 102. In some examples, the outer housing
104 can include at least one of the following: a cam
element 106, a cam spindle 108, a handle 110, a handle
axle 114, a vent cap 112, and/or a gasket 113. In at least
some examples, the cam element 106, the cam spindle
108, the handle 110, and/or the handle axle 114 can be
used to facilitate ease of insertion/removal of the gas
sensor module 100 by the user via a locking/unlocking
action of the vent cap 112. In some examples, the handle
110 can be a flip-up pull tab, as seen in FIG. 2B. The
gasket 113 can help to prevent leaks from the pneumatic
circuit, stopping sample gas from interacting with the
electronics. In at least one example, the gasket 113
can be made of silicon rubber.
[0013] The gas sensor module 100 includes a gas
detection unit 121 which includes a plurality of sensors
118. The sensors 118 are operable to measure at least
onepropertyof thesamplegas.Forexample, thesensors
118 can include two or more of gas detection sensors,
humidity sensors, and/or temperature sensors.
[0014] In at least one example, the gas detection unit
121 can include two or more gas detection sensors 122.
In at least one example, the gas detection unit 121 can
include twoormoredifferent sensors118.As illustrated in
FIGS. 2Aand2B, thegasdetectionunit 121 can includea
humidity sensor 120 and two gas detection sensors 122.
In other examples, the gas detection unit 121 can include
one or more gas detection sensors 122 and a humidity
sensor 120. The gas detection sensors 122 can include
one or more of an NO sensor, an NO2 sensor, an O2
sensor, or combinations thereof. In at least one example,
the gas detection sensors 122 can include an NO sensor
and an NO2 sensor.While FIGS. 2A and 2B illustrate two
gas detection sensors 122, one, three, or more gas
detection sensors 122 can be included. The property
of the sample gas being measured can be one or more
of a concentration of NO, a concentration of NO2, a
concentration of O2, humidity, temperature, or a combi-
nation thereof. As illustrated in FIGS. 2A and 2B, the gas
sensor module 100 includes a sensor seal 116 coupled
with at least one of the sensors 118. As illustrated in FIG.
2B, the gas sensor module 100 can include a humidity
sensor seal 130 operable to be coupled with a humidity

sensor 120 (not shown) that can be integrated with the
sensing circuit 124.
[0015] The gas sensor module 100 includes a sensing
circuit 124 coupled with the sensors 118. The sensing
circuit 124 is operable to detect and report the measured
properties of the sample gas from the sensors 118. The
sensing circuit 124 can be communicatively coupled with
the gas delivery device 50. In an example, the sensing
circuit 124canbeoperable to reportmeasuredproperties
of the sample gas to a gas analyzer controller 350 in the
gas analyzer unit 300. In an example, the gas analyzer
controller 350 can be operable to report measured prop-
erties of the sample gas to the therapeutic gas delivery
device 50. The sensing circuit 124 can be coupled with
the gas analyzer controller 350 and/or the gas delivery
device 50 by any suitable wired or wireless connection,
for example Ethernet, Bluetooth, RFID, or fiber optic
cable. In at least one example, the sensing circuit 124
and/or the gas analyzer controller 350 can be operable to
store measured properties of the sample gas. The gas
detection unit 121, by the sensing circuit 124, can be
operable to electronically retain serial numbers, calibra-
tion data, and/or usage information of the gas sensor
module 100. In another example, the gas analyzer con-
troller 350 can be operable to electronically retain serial
numbers, calibration data, and/or usage information of
the gas sensor module 100.Thereby, components can
continue to be tracked and traced even when the gas
sensormodule 100 is disconnected from the gas delivery
device 50. The sensing circuit 124 can include a con-
nector 125 operable to connect the sensing circuit 124 of
the gas sensor module 100 with the gas analyzer con-
troller 350, and thus, the gas delivery device 50. Accord-
ingly, the gas sensor module 100 can be hot swapped,
and the connector 125 is easily connected with the gas
delivery device 50 without additional expertise or tools.
[0016] The gas sensor module 100 additionally in-
cludes a cover 126, which can be coupled with the outer
housing 104. In at least one example, the cover 126 can
be removably coupled with the outer housing 104 by
fasteners 128. Fasteners 128 can be, for example, at
least one of: screws, nails, nuts and bolts, hook and loop
fasteners, adhesives, and/or any other suitable fasten-
ers.
[0017] The gas sensor module 100 is self-contained
within the therapeutic gas delivery device 50 and is
swappable with another gas sensor module 100. The
containment of all of the sensors and/or analysis ele-
ments for the gas sample provides for the ability of a hot-
swap in the event of a need for recalibration, component
failure, and/or contamination. For example, the gas sen-
sor module 100 can be replaced in the event of gas
sensor module 100 failure, sample line filter failure, an-
d/or when the service period for the calibration of the gas
sensor module 100 is due to expire. Additionally, the
modularization of the gas sensor module 100 simplifies
the future addition of sensors 118 for analytes such asO2
or volatile organic compounds (VOCs) without the need
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to modify the overall gas delivery device 50, instead
"upgrading" to a next-generation gas sensor module. A
replacement gas sensor module 100 can simply be in-
stalled and the gas delivery device 50 can then immedi-
ately be put back into service. The gas sensor module
100 can be replaced with a pre-calibrated gas sensor
module 100 by a responsible person in a matter of
minutes without the need for special tools or equipment.
For example, the replacement of the gas sensor module
100can result in less thanfiveminutes of down time in the
measurement of at least one property of the sample gas.
In at least one example, the replacement of the gas
sensor module 100 can result in less than three minutes
of down time in themeasurement of at least one property
of the sample gas.
[0018] In another example, the replacement of the gas
sensor module 100 can result in no down time in delivery
of therapeutic gas from the therapeutic gas delivery
device 50. In this example, the delivery of therapeutic
gas to the patient is uninterrupted by the replacement of
the gas sensor module 100 because the gas sensor
module 100 analyzes sample gas, separate from the
therapeutic gas in the breathing circuit. In addition, be-
cause the gas sensor module 100 is self-contained, it
doesnot require shutdownof the therapeutic gasdelivery
device50or anystoppage in flowof therapeuticgas to the
patient. This allows for the therapeutic gas delivery de-
vice 50 to continuously deliver therapeutic gas to the
patient through the breathing circuit while the gas sensor
module 100 is swapped for a new pre-calibrated gas
sensor module 100. In at least one example, the ther-
apeutic gas delivery device 100 can be continuously
operable when the gas sensor module 100 is replaced.
Additionally, sample detection by the gas sensor module
100 can begin approximately five minutes after installa-
tion, following completion of a low calibration protocol. In
at least one example, the low calibration protocol can
start automatically upon installation of a new gas sensor
module 100. The hot-swap ability of the gas sensor
module 100 has a significant, positive impact on user
experience and device downtime. The gas sensor mod-
ule 100 being pre-calibrated, or calibrated prior to instal-
lation, eliminates the need for onsite high calibration of
NO sensors and enables fast and simple replacement of
a failedor expiredgassensormodule, allowing for off-site
re-calibration and repair if applicable.
[0019] The gas sensor module 100 can be utilized, or
in-use, and maintain calibration stability for at least one
month. In at least one example, the in-use calibration
stability period for the gas sensor module 100 can be
extended from the conventional one month to approxi-
mately three months. In at least one example, the gas
sensor module 100 can have a shelf-life calibration sta-
bility period (for example, stability when not installed in a
gas delivery device 50) of at least 1 month, alternately at
least 3 months, alternately at least 6 months, or alter-
nately at least 1 year. In some examples, the shelf-life of
thegassensormodule100maybeextendedby including

a battery 132 or other voltage source to provide an
electrical potential across the sensors during storage
to maintain the calibration. In at least one example, the
gas sensor module 100 can include an expiration date. A
user can be provided with gas sensor module replace-
ment reminders/alarms via, for example, a graphic user
interface and/or an app and/or program associated with
the therapeutic gas delivery device.
[0020] In at least one example, as illustrated in FIG. 4,
the gas sensor module 100 can include and/or be elec-
trically connected to an apparatus 400 which includes a
voltage source 402 that may be used in conjunction with
an ultra-low power consumption setting to ensure the
sensors 118 retain calibration stability for a predeter-
mined period, for example, up to 6 months. The plurality
of sensors 118 in the gas sensor module 100 can be pre-
calibrated, and with the apparatus 400, an electrical
potential can be provided across the sensors 118 to
maintain the calibration of the sensors 118. For example,
the voltage source 402 may provide an electrical poten-
tial across the plurality of sensors 118 of the gas sensor
module 100 at predetermined times to maintain calibra-
tion stability of the sensors 118 when the gas sensor
module 100 is in a non-installed configuration. As such,
the end-user may order multiple gas sensor modules
100, keeping them in storage until they are required to
replace in-use gas sensor modules 100 when recalibra-
tion and/or replacement is due. In at least one example,
the voltage source 402 can be a battery or a power
transformer. In at least one example, the voltage source
402 can be internal to the gas sensor module 100, as
seen in FIG. 2C. In other examples, the voltage source
402 can be external to the gas sensor module 100. The
voltage source 402 can cease to provide electrical po-
tential across the sensors 118 when the gas sensor
module 100 is installed within the therapeutic gas deliv-
ery device 50. In at least one example, the apparatus 400
and the voltage source 402 can be removable from the
gas sensor module prior to installation in the therapeutic
gas delivery device 50. In another example, the voltage
source 402 can remain connected to the gas sensor
module 100 after installation but no longer provide an
electrical potential across the sensors 118, 122 of the gas
sensormodule100. Inat least oneexample, as illustrated
in FIG. 2C, the battery 132 can directly connect with the
sensing circuit 124 such that a separate apparatus 400 is
not needed to connect the battery 132 to the gas sensor
module 100.
[0021] The implementation of pre-calibration and/or
off-site calibration provides for calibration accuracy.
For example, the conventional, single-point high calibra-
tion protocol assumes a single linear function across the
range of administered NO concentrations. While suffi-
cient to address current requirements for a +/‑ 20%
calibration accuracy, this could be improved upon sig-
nificantly by employing a multi-point calibration protocol,
something that is not compatible with a user-run calibra-
tionbutwhichcanbecarriedout automatically ina factory
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calibration scenario. With such an approach, calibration
functions for multiple sub-ranges of NO concentration
may be generated and stored for implementation (for
example, in the form of a simple lookup table in device
memory). The gas sensor module 100 can then deter-
mine the appropriate calibration function to use when
measuring gas delivery based on, for example, the set
dose and the range in which it sits. This is particularly
important in pediatric or other low concentration applica-
tions for NO administration, where many calibration
gasesare supplied at a set concentration of 45ppm, often
more than twice theadministeredNOconcentration. This
would also address an issue experienced with certain
users, who are uncomfortable with the display of a con-
centration thatmaybeup to20% less/greater than theset
dose.
[0022] Furthermore, an off-site (for example factory)
calibration and/or pre-calibration can utilize a calibration
manifold 356 (shown inFIGS. 3Aand3B) that can control
at least one of temperature, relative humidity, and pres-
sure, facilitating the generation of calibration functions
that not only provide a more accurate measurement of
gas, such as NO, in specific sub-ranges but also enable
compensation for different temperatures, pressures, and
relative humidity values.
[0023] Additionally, an off-site calibration and/or pre-
calibration can facilitate precisemeasurement of the gas,
such as NO, concentration used in the calibration gas
mixture. Rather than use calibrated gas cylinders that
have been prepared in batches for distribution to end-
users, calibrationgascanbeprecisely quantified in terms
of gas concentration.
[0024] FIGS. 3A and 3B illustrate a detailed exploded
view of a gas sensor assembly 10. As discussed above,
the gas sensor assembly 10 includes the gas sensor
module 100which is removably received in the assembly
inner housing 200. The gas sensor module 100 can be
removably coupled with the assembly inner housing 200
by one or more fasteners such as, for example, screws,
clips, rotatable abutments, or any other suitable fastener
such that the gas sensor module 100 can be removed
from the assembly inner housing 200 without special
tools or expertise. The assembly inner housing 200
can be received in and/or coupled with the assembly
main housing 302, which is within or in fluid communica-
tion with the therapeutic gas delivery device. In an ex-
ample, the assembly inner housing 200 and the assem-
bly main housing 302 remain fixed within the therapeutic
gas delivery device, while the gas sensor module 100 is
removably replaced as needed.
[0025] A sample gas is taken from the therapeutic gas
delivery deviceandpassed to thegas sensormodule100
through the gas sensor assembly 10 such that the gas
sensor module 100 can detect and report at least one
property of the samplegas. The samplegas canenter the
assemblymain housing through port 304. In an example,
a two stage filter luer interface 306 can be connected to
the port 304, external to the assemblymain housing 302.

The port 304 can be fluidly connected to a pump 308
inside the assembly main housing 302. The pump 308 is
operable to pump the sample gas through the gas sensor
module 100. The pump 308 can retrieve the sample gas
from the gas delivery device, for example, through the
port 304 and a pump feeder tube 310. The pump feeder
tube 310 can be coupled with the pump 308 using a
fastener 314, such as a clip. The pump 308 includes a
fan 316which is operable to be rotated to promote flow of
the sample gas. In at least one example, the sample gas
can then be received in a restrictor feed tube 318, passed
through a restrictor 320 which is received in a restrictor
housing 322, and passed through a restrictor return tube
324. The restrictor 320 can be operable to restrict gas
flow by creating a pressure differential. In at least some
examples, the restrictor 320 can be incorporated into the
calibration manifold 356. In other examples, as seen in
FIG. 3B, the gas analyzer unit 300 may not include the
restrictor feed tube, restrictor, restrictor housing, or re-
strictor return tube. In this example, the calibration mani-
fold 356 can incorporate the function of the restrictor 230
by including a restrictor aperture to restrict sample gas
flow tocreate thepressuredifferential, asseen inFIG.3B.
[0026] The restrictor 320 and/or calibration manifold
356 can be utilized to control the speed and/or quantity of
the sample gas received by the gas sensor module 100.
Thesample gas can thenpass through thepump308and
out the pump delivery tube 312.
[0027] The gas sensor assembly 10 can include a
sample tube 352 fluidly connected to the gas delivery
device 50 and the gas sensor module 100 operable to
receive the sample gas. For example, the sample tube
352 can be fluidly connected to the pump delivery tube
312. In at least one example, at least a portion of the
sample tube 352 can be a Nafion tube. As illustrated in
FIGS. 3A and 3B, the gas sensor assembly 10 can
additionally include a humidity component 354 and a
calibration manifold 356. The humidity component 352,
the Nafion tube portion of the sample tube 352, the
calibration manifold 356, any other suitable components
for example to control the temperature and/or pressure,
or any combination thereof can control at least one of
temperature, relative humidity, and pressure, facilitating
the generation of calibration functions that not only pro-
vide a more accurate measurement of gas, such as NO,
in specific sub-ranges but also enable compensation for
different temperatures, pressures, and/or relative humid-
ity values. For example, the humidity component 352, the
Nafion tube portion of the sample tube 352, and/or the
calibrationmanifold 356 can lower thehumidity of the gas
sample to increase the calibration stability of the gas
sensor module 100. A gas analyzer subframe 357 can
be included to house at least a portion of the humidity
component 352, the Nafion tube portion of the sample
tube 352, and/or the calibration manifold 356. One or
more fasteners 358 can retain at least one of the humidity
component 352, the Nafion tube portion of the sample
tube 352, and/or the calibration manifold 356 within the
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gas analyzer subframe 357. The fasteners 358 can be,
for example, screws, adhesives, and/or nuts and bolts.
[0028] The gas sensor assembly 10 additionally can
include a high differential link tube 360 and a low differ-
ential link tube 362. In at least one example, the gas
sensor assembly 10 can include an ambient air pressure
link tube 364 which is fluidly connected with external
atmosphere or ambient air. To provide ambient air, the
gas sensor assembly 10 can include an ambient air inlet
tube 368 which is fluidly connected with exterior of the
gas sensor assembly 10 to provide ambient air. A filter
372 is coupled with an end of the ambient air inlet tube
368 opposite the end connected with the exterior of the
gas sensor assembly 10. The filter 372 can filter the
ambient air to prevent particles or other substances
which may affect the gas sensor module 100 from de-
termining accurate measurements of the sample gas. A
connector tube 366 can be included to fluidly connect the
Nafion tube portion of the sample tube 352 with the
calibration manifold 356. Additionally, in at least one
example, a filter tube 370 can be fluidly connected with
the filter 372 toprovide apassageof the ambient air to the
Nafion tube portion of the sample tube 352.
[0029] Thesamplegas is received through theport 206
of the assembly inner housing 200. The port 206 is fluidly
connected with the sample inlet 119 of the gas sensor
module 100, and the sample gas is received within the
sample chamber 101 of the gas sensor module 100.
[0030] Also provided herein is amethod for providing a
gas sensor module for use in a therapeutic gas delivery
device. In some examples, the method may include
calibrating the plurality of sensors in the gas sensor
module, and providing electrical potential across the
plurality of sensors to maintain the calibration of the
plurality of sensors. The calibration of the plurality of
sensors can be maintained for at least 1 month, at least
3 months, at least 6 months, or at least 1 year. The
electrical potential may be provided by an apparatus with
a voltage source, such as a battery. In some examples,
the method may further include removing the appara-
tus/voltage source prior to or simultaneously with the
installation of the gas sensor module in the therapeutic
gas delivery device. The gas sensor module can be
installed within the assembly inner housing and assem-
bly outer housing in the therapeutic gas delivery device.
In some examples, the installation of the gas sensor
module results in less than 5 minutes of down time in
themeasurement of at least oneproperty of a sample gas
from the therapeutic gas delivery device. In other exam-
ples, the installation of the gas sensor module results in
no down time in the delivery of therapeutic gas to a
patient.
[0031] The disclosures shown and described above
are only examples. Even though numerous characteris-
tics andadvantagesof the present technologyhavebeen
set forth in the foregoingdescription, togetherwith details
of the structureand function of thepresent disclosure, the
disclosure is illustrative only, and changes may be made

in the detail, especially in matters of shape, size and
arrangement of the parts within the principles of the
present disclosure to the full extent indicatedby thebroad
general meaning of the terms used in the attached
claims. It will therefore be appreciated that the examples
described abovemay bemodified within the scope of the
appended claims.

Claims

1. A removable gas sensor module (100) for a thera-
peutic gas delivery device, the gas sensor module
comprising:

a sample chamber (101) operable to receive a
sample gas from the therapeutic gas delivery
device; and
a gas detection unit comprising a plurality of
sensors (118) operable to measure at least
one property of the sample gas, wherein the
plurality of sensors (118) include two or more
of a gas detection sensor, a humidity sensor, a
temperature sensor, or a combination thereof,
wherein thegassensormodule is self-contained
within the therapeutic gas delivery device (50)
and swappable with another gas sensor mod-
ule,
wherein the gas detection unit is operable to
electronically store or send to the therapeutic
gas delivery device serial numbers, calibration
data, and/or usage informationof thegassensor
module, and
characterised in that
the gas sensor module is pre-calibrated and
shelf stable for at least 1 month.

2. The gas sensor module (100) of claim 1, wherein
replacement of the gas sensormodule results in less
than 5 minutes of down time of the measurement of
at least one property of the sample gas, and/or
wherein replacement of the gas sensor module re-
sults in no down time in delivery of therapeutic gas
from the therapeutic gas delivery device.

3. The gas sensormodule (100) of claim 1, wherein the
gas detection sensor is one ormore of anNOsensor,
anNO2 sensor, anO2 sensor, or combinations there-
of.

4. The gas sensormodule (100) of claim 1, wherein the
gas detection unit comprises at least two gas detec-
tion sensors, such as wherein the gas detection unit
comprises an NO sensor and an NO2 sensor; or
wherein the gas detection unit comprises two or
more different sensors, such as wherein the gas
detection unit comprises one or more gas detection
sensors and a humidity sensor.
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5. The gas sensormodule (100) of claim 1, wherein the
at least onepropertyof thesamplegas isoneormore
of a concentration of NO, a concentration of NO2, a
concentration of O2, humidity, temperature, or a
combination thereof.

6. The gas sensor module (100) of claim 1 further
comprising a sensing circuit operable to detect
and report the at least one property of the sample
gas toagasanalyzer controller in the therapeuticgas
delivery device.

7. The gas sensormodule (100) of claim 1, wherein the
therapeutic gas delivery device is continuously op-
erable when the gas sensor module is replaced;
and/or wherein the sample chamber comprises an
inner housing and an outer housing.

8. The gas sensormodule (100) of claim 1, wherein the
gas sensor module is shelf stable for at least 3
months.

9. A gas sensor assembly (10) comprising:

the gas sensor module (100) of any one of
claims 1‑8;
an assembly inner housing operable to remo-
vably receive the gas sensor module; and
a gas analyzer unit comprising:

a sample tube fluidly connected to the gas
delivery device and the gas sensor module
operable to receive the sample gas; and
a pump connected to the gas sensor mod-
ule through the sample tube, wherein the
pump is operable to pump the sample gas
through the gas sensor module.

10. Thegassensorassembly (10)of claim9,wherein the
gas analyzer unit further comprises a gas analyzer
controller; and/or wherein the gas analyzer unit
further comprises an assembly main housing oper-
able to receive the assembly inner housing, wherein
the assembly main housing is within the therapeutic
gas delivery device; and/or wherein at least a portion
of the sample tube is a Nafion tube.

11. An apparatus comprising:

a voltage source (402) ; and
the gas sensor module (100) of any one of
claims 1‑8, wherein the voltage source provides
an electrical potential across the plurality of
sensors in the gas detection unit to maintain
calibration of the plurality of sensors when the
gas sensor module is in a non-installed config-
uration.

12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the voltage
source (402) is a battery or a power transformer.

13. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the voltage
source (402) ceases to provide electrical potential
across the plurality of sensors when the gas sensor
module is installed within the therapeutic gas deliv-
ery device.

14. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the current
source is internal to the gas sensor module.

15. A method for providing a gas sensor module (100)
comprising:

calibrating the plurality of sensors in the gas
sensor module of any one of claims 1‑8; and
providing electrical potential across the plurality
of sensors to maintain the calibration of the
plurality of sensors.

Patentansprüche

1. Entfernbares Gas-Sensor-Modul (100)
für eine therapeutische Gasabgabevorrichtung, wo-
bei das Gas-Sensor-Modul umfasst:

eine Probenkammer (101), die so betrieben
werden kann, dass sie eine Gasprobe von der
therapeutischen Gasabgabevorrichtung emp-
fängt; und
eineGasdetektionseinheit, die eineVielzahl von
Sensoren (118) umfasst, die so betrieben wer-
den können, dass sie mindestens eine Eigen-
schaft des Probengases messen, wobei die
Vielzahl von Sensoren (118) zwei oder mehr
von einemGasdetektionssensor, einem Feuch-
tigkeitssensor, einem Temperatursensor oder
einer Kombination davon umfasst,
wobei das Gas-Sensor-Modul in der therapeuti-
schenGasabgabevorrichtung (50) in sich abge-
schlossen und gegen ein anderes Gas-Sensor-
Modul austauschbar ist,
wobei die Gasdetektionseinheit so betrieben
werden kann, dass sie Seriennummern, Kalib-
rierungsdatenund/oderNutzungsinformationen
des Gas-Sensor-Moduls elektronisch speichert
oder an die therapeutische Gasabgabevorrich-
tung sendet, und
dadurch gekennzeichnet ist, dass
das Gas-Sensor-Modul vorkalibriert und min-
destens einen Monat lang lagerstabil ist.

2. Gas-Sensor-Modul (100) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei
ein Austausch des Gas-Sensor-Moduls zu einer
Ausfallzeit von weniger als 5 Minuten bei der Mes-
sung mindestens einer Eigenschaft der Gasprobe
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führt und/oder wobei ein Austausch des Gas-Sen-
sor-Moduls zu keiner Ausfallzeit bei der Abgabe von
therapeutischemGas aus der therapeutischenGas-
abgabevorrichtung führt.

3. Gas-Sensor-Modul (100) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei
es sich bei demGasdetektionssensor umeinen oder
mehrere NO-Sensoren, einen NO2‑Sensor, einen
O2‑Sensor, oder Kombinationen davon handelt.

4. Gas-Sensor-Modul (100) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei
die Gasdetektionseinheit mindestens zwei Gasde-
tektionssensoren umfasst, beispielsweise wobei die
Gasdetektionseinheit einen NO-Sensor und einen
NO2‑Sensor umfasst; oder wobei die Gasdetek-
tionseinheit zwei oder mehr verschiedene Sensoren
umfasst, beispielsweise wobei die Gasdetektions-
einheit einen oder mehrere Gasdetektionssensoren
und einen Feuchtigkeitssensor umfasst.

5. Gas-Sensor-Modul (100) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei
die mindestens eine Eigenschaft des Probengases
eine oder mehrere aus einer Konzentration von NO,
einer Konzentration von NO2, einer Konzentration
von O2, Feuchtigkeit, Temperatur oder einer Kombi-
nation davon ist.

6. Gas-Sensor-Modul (100) gemäß Anspruch 1, das
ferner eine Erfassungsschaltung umfasst, die so
betrieben werden kann, dass sie die mindestens
eine Eigenschaft des Probengases erfasst und an
eine Gasanalysator-Steuerung in der therapeuti-
schen Gasabgabevorrichtung meldet.

7. Gas-Sensor-Modul (100) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei
die therapeutische Gasabgabevorrichtung konti-
nuierlich betrieben werden kann, wenn das Gas-
Sensor-Modul ausgetauscht wird; und/oder wobei
die Probenkammer ein Innengehäuse und ein Au-
ßengehäuse umfasst.

8. Gas-Sensor-Modul (100) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei
dasGas-Sensor-Modul mindestens 3Monate lager-
stabil ist.

9. Gas-Sensor-Baugruppe (10) umfassend:

das Gas-Sensor-Modul (100) gemäß einem der
Ansprüche 1 bis 8;
ein inneres Baugruppengehäuse, in dem das
Gas-Sensor-Modul entfernbar untergebracht
werden kann; und eine Gasanalyseeinheit um-
fasend:

ein Probenröhrchen, das mit der Gasabga-
bevorrichtung und dem Gas-Sensor-Modul
in Fluidverbindung steht und so betrieben
werden kann, dass es die Gasprobe auf-

nimmt; und
eine Pumpe, die über das Probenröhrchen
mit dem Gas-Sensor-Modul verbunden ist,
wobei die Pumpe so betrieben werden
kann, dass die Gasprobe durch das Gas-
Sensor-Modul pumpt.

10. Gas-Sensor-Baugruppe (10) gemäß Anspruch 9,
wobei die Gasanalysatoreinheit ferner eine Gas-
analysatorsteuerung umfasst; und/oder wobei die
Gasanalysatoreinheit ferner ein Hauptgehäuse der
Baugruppe umfasst, das so betrieben werden kann,
dass es das innere Baugruppengehäuse aufnimmt,
wobei sich das Hauptgehäuse der Baugruppe in der
therapeutischen Gasabgabevorrichtung befindet;
und/oder wobeimindestens ein Teil des Probenröhr-
chens ein Nafion-Röhrchen ist.

11. Vorrichtung umfassend:

eine Spannungsquelle (402); und
das Gas-Sensor-Modul (100) gemäß einem der
Ansprüche 1 bis 8, wobei die Spannungsquelle
ein elektrisches Potential über die Vielzahl von
Sensoren in der Gasdetektionseinheit vorsieht,
um die Kalibrierung der Vielzahl von Sensoren
aufrechtzuerhalten, wenn das Gas-Sensor-Mo-
dul in einer nicht installierten Konfiguration ist.

12. Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 11, wobei die Span-
nungsquelle (402) eine Batterie oder ein Netztrans-
formator ist.

13. Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 11, wobei die Span-
nungsquelle (402) aufhört, ein elektrischesPotential
über die Vielzahl von Sensoren bereitzustellen,
wenndasGas-Sensor-Modul in der therapeutischen
Gasabgabevorrichtung angebracht ist.

14. Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 11, wobei sich die
Stromquelle innerhalb des Gas-Sensor-Moduls be-
findet.

15. Verfahren zum Bereitstellen eines Gas-Sensor-Mo-
duls (100) umfassend:
Kalibrieren der Vielzahl von Sensoren in dem Gas-
Sensor-Modul gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 8;
und Bereitstellen eines elektrischen Potentials über
die Vielzahl von Sensoren, um die Kalibrierung der
Vielzahl von Sensoren aufrechtzuerhalten.

Revendications

1. Module capteur de gaz amovible (100) pour dispo-
sitif d’administration de gaz thérapeutique, le mo-
dule capteur de gaz comprenant:
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une chambre à échantillon (101) utilisable pour
recevoir un gaz échantillon provenant du dispo-
sitif d’administration de gaz thérapeutique; et
une unité de détection de gaz comprenant une
pluralité de capteurs (118) utilisable pour mesu-
rer au moins une propriété du gaz échantillon,
dans lequel la pluralité de capteurs (118) in-
cluent deux ou plusieurs d’un capteur de détec-
tion de gaz, d’un capteur d’humidité, d’un cap-
teur de température, ou une combinaison de
ceux-ci,
dans lequel le module capteur de gaz est auto-
nome dans le dispositif d’administration de gaz
thérapeutique (50) et échangeable avec un au-
tre module capteur de gaz,
dans lequel l’unité de détection de gaz est uti-
lisable pour stocker ou envoyer électronique-
ment au dispositif d’administration de gaz thé-
rapeutique des numéros de série, des données
d’étalonnage et/ou des informations d’utilisation
du module capteur de gaz, et
caractérisé en ce que
le module capteur de gaz est pré-étalonné et
stable pendant au moins 1 mois.

2. Module capteur de gaz (100) selon la revendication
1, dans lequel le remplacement du module capteur
de gaz entraînemoins de 5minutes de temps d’arrêt
de lamesured’aumoinsunepropriétédugazéchan-
tillon, et/ou dans lequel le remplacement du module
capteur de gaz n’entraîne aucun temps d’arrêt dans
la distribution de gaz thérapeutique à partir du dis-
positif de distribution de gaz thérapeutique.

3. Module capteur de gaz (100) selon la revendication
1, dans lequel le capteur de détection de gaz est un
ou plusieurs d’un capteur de NO, d’un capteur de
NO2, d’un capteur de O2, ou des combinaisons de
ceux-ci.

4. Module capteur de gaz (100) selon la revendication
1, dans lequel l’unité de détection de gaz comprend
au moins deux capteurs de détection de gaz, par
exemple dans lequel l’unité de détection de gaz
comprend un capteur de NO et un capteur de
NO2; ou dans lequel l’unité de détection de gaz
comprend deux ou plusieurs capteurs différents,
par exemple dans lequel l’unité de détection de
gaz comprend un ou plusieurs capteurs de détection
de gaz et un capteur d’humidité.

5. Module capteur de gaz (100) selon la revendication
1, dans lequel la au moins une propriété du gaz
échantillon est une ou plusieurs d’une concentration
de NO, d’une concentration de NO2, d’une concen-
tration deO2, de l’humidité, de la température ouune
combinaison de celles-ci.

6. Module capteur degaz (100) selon la revendication1
comprenant enoutreuncircuit dedétectionutilisable
pourdétecter et signaler laaumoinsunepropriétédu
gaz échantillon à un organe de commande d’analy-
seur degaz dans le dispositif d’administration degaz
thérapeutique.

7. Module capteur de gaz (100) selon la revendication
1, dans lequel le dispositif d’administration de gaz
thérapeutique est utilisable en continu lorsque le
module capteur de gaz est remplacé; et/ou dans
lequel la chambre à échantillon comprend un boîtier
intérieur et un boîtier extérieur.

8. Module capteur de gaz (100) selon la revendication
1, dans lequel le module capteur de gaz est stable
pendant au moins 3 mois.

9. Ensemble capteur de gaz (10) comprenant:

le module capteur de gaz (100) selon l’une
quelconque des revendications 1 à 8;
un boîtier intérieur d’ensemble utilisable pour
recevoir demanièreamovible lemodule capteur
de gaz; et une unité d’analyseur de gaz compre-
nant:

un tube à échantillon relié fluidiquement au
dispositif de distribution de gaz et au mo-
dule capteur de gaz utilisable pour recevoir
le gaz échantillon; et
unepompe reliéeaumodule capteur degaz
par le tube à échantillon, dans lequel la
pompe est utilisable pour pomper le gaz
échantillon à travers le module capteur de
gaz.

10. Ensemble capteur degaz (10) selon la revendication
9, dans lequel l’unité d’analyseur de gaz comprend
en outre un organe de commande d’analyseur de
gaz; et/ou dans lequel l’unité d’analyseur de gaz
comprend en outre un boîtier principal d’ensemble
utilisable pour recevoir le boîtier intérieur d’en-
semble, dans lequel le boîtier principal d’ensemble
est dans le dispositif de distribution de gaz théra-
peutique; et/ou dans lequel au moins une partie du
tube à échantillon est un tube en Nafion.

11. Appareil comprenant:

une source de tension (402); et
le module capteur de gaz (100) selon l’une
quelconque des revendications 1 à 8, dans le-
quel la source de tension fournit un potentiel
électrique aux bornes de la pluralité de capteurs
dans l’unité de détection de gaz pour maintenir
l’étalonnage de la pluralité de capteurs lorsque
le module capteur de gaz est dans une configu-
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ration non installée.

12. Appareil selon la revendication 11, dans lequel la
source de tension (402) est une batterie ou un trans-
formateur d’alimentation.

13. Appareil selon la revendication 11, dans lequel la
source de tension (402) cesse de fournir un potentiel
électrique aux bornes de la pluralité de capteurs
lorsque le module capteur de gaz est installé dans
le dispositif d’administration de gaz thérapeutique.

14. Appareil selon la revendication 11, dans lequel la
source de courant est interne au module capteur de
gaz.

15. Procédépour fournir unmodule capteurdegaz (100)
comprenant:

l’étalonnage de la pluralité de capteurs dans le
module capteur de gaz selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 8; et
la fournitured’un potentiel électrique auxbornes
de la pluralité de capteurs pour maintenir l’éta-
lonnage de la pluralité de capteurs.
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