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Description
CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This continuation-in-part application claims the
benefit under 35 U.S.C. §120 of the United States Appli-
cation Serial No. 15/903,780 filed on February 23, 2018,
the entire disclosure of which is incorporated by refer-
ence herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
1. FIELD OF INVENTION

[0002] Thisinvention relates to an expandable, memo-
rial room or suite, cluster of rooms, and dedicated floors
and buildings that provides a safe, private and comfort-
able place for surviving family members, associates in a
group, friends, and loved ones to mourn, research and
visitan assembly of deceased family members, members
of an affiliation or those who otherwise share a formal,
common bond, and generally, were not strangers, where
the number of those interred in the memorial suite is ex-
pected to grow over time.

2. DESCRIPTION OF RELATED ART

[0003] Burial in the ground is the ritual act of placing a
dead person, e.g., a family member or loved one, into
the ground. This is accomplished by excavating a pit or
trench, placing the deceased in it, and covering it over.
Burial in the ground is often seen as indicating respect
for the dead. Burial in the ground has been used to pre-
vent the odor of decay, to give family members closure
and prevent them from witnessing the decomposition of
their loved ones. In many cultures burial or interment has
been seen as a necessary step for the deceased to enter
the afterlife or to give back to the cycle of life.

[0004] Traditional burials occur on land specifically
designated as a burial ground often referred to as a cem-
etery. Cemetery lots are set apart for containing graves,
tombs, or funeral urns. In Western cultures, funeral cer-
emonies are often observed in cemeteries.

[0005] There are several disadvantages to traditional
burials and funerals. First, the structured formality of the
traditional funeral service may not provide the family with
a sense of comfort and closure. Many may not believe
the traditional cemetery or funeral service provides away
to adequately celebrate the life of the deceased. Many
also may feel that the traditional cemetery and funeral
services lack meaning. Also, to many, visiting a cemetery
to spend time with a deceased family member or loved
one can be a negative experience. On the other hand,
for the living who might be contemplating what circum-
stances will prevail when they too die, traditional burial
or cremation deprives them of any confidence that their
descendants (and others whose opinions they care
about) will ever learn about their biography, will remem-
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ber what they deem important aspects of their existence,
personality, accomplishments, interests, how they fitinto
their contemporary world; and critically, whether their de-
scendants will even know of their existence. To the per-
son thinking of what will happen after she or he dies,
these factors destroy the prospect of the virtual immor-
tality many people hope they will enjoy by being remem-
bered. This adds another layer of foreboding many peo-
ple associate with dying. Additionally, absent extraordi-
nary circumstances, the location of a grave is the perma-
nent after-life home of the deceased, and people are con-
cerned that after they die, their family and friends might
move to new states and cities, leaving them behind,
abandoned in a grave that will be uncared for, and never
visited.

[0006] To elaborate, a visit to the cemetery may lack
intimacy, as the surviving family may be surrounded by
strangers in close proximity, also there to pay respects
to their deceased family members and loved ones. In
addition, as cemeteries are usually outdoors, scheduled
visits often coincide with inclement weather conditions
such as hot sun, rain, snow, or cold weather, thus making
the visit an unpleasant experience. Also, for many, look-
ing at a stone marker indicating the burial place of a de-
parted loved one is an experience that is devoid of mean-
ing and bearing no relation to the memory of a deceased
family member or friend. Another factor is that it is often
the case that the location of the cemetery is dictated by
religious beliefs and other factors bearing no relation to
where the departed lived or frequented. Often, the cem-
etery in which a deceased loved one is buried is located
a long distance from family members making visits in-
convenient. To many, traditional burials and memorials
have become trite, expensive and lacking in shared ex-
perience. Similarly, as America becomes a more mobile
society, the location of family burial plots is frequently
less of a consideration when children and grandchildren
of the deceased make decisions about relocating. More-
over, where parishes and other local religious institutions
have offered burial spots in cemeteries owned or affiliat-
ed with the congregations, those religious institutions lo-
cated in urban areas filled up all available space, and
members who would desire to be buried under the aus-
pices of their family’s religious institution are often forced
to choose a more convenient, unaffiliated cemetery, or
travel many miles to the supplemental cemeteries that
the institutions were forced to establish. This choice has
resulted in a drop in burials supervised by the local par-
ishes, and other religious institutions, and this in turn,
cuts an important tie between families and their neigh-
borhood places of worship. Religious institutions have
been struggling with finding burial places closer to their
buildings despite the absence of the open fields they
would need to acquire before a new cemetery could be
built.

[0007] Asaresult, due to these drawbacks and for oth-
er reasons, after a few years the deceased is often for-
gotten and family members no longer visit graves with
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any regularity or frequency. This reality is not because
family members do not venerate the deceased family
member or loved one, or because remaining family mem-
bers are not sad or mournful. Rather, it is because the
traditional cemetery can be a negative experience to
many. Similarly, the negative emotional and lack of
meaning factors associated with the traditional burial ex-
perience, apply as well to cremation.

[0008] Also, burying dead bodies in the ground and
cremation are taxing on the environment. Toxic chemi-
cals from the embalming, burial, and cremation process-
es leach into the air and soil, and expose funeral workers
to potential hazards. Also, as the population continues
to grow, cities and towns have scant available ground
that economically, and from a community development
standpoint would make a cemetery the best use of the
land. The result is that now, and even more so in the
future, there will be inadequate available burial space.
Internationally, communities, religions and governments
will thus have to manage with a shortage of cemetery
plots in the future. This will substantially drive up the cost
of traditional burials, on the one hand, and on the other
hand, may ultimately deprive people who wish to conform
to religious requirements, or their own scruples against
cremation or other planned destruction of deceased bod-
ies.

[0009] The present invention is designed to address
all of the disadvantages, deficiencies and negatives as-
sociated with the current systems of burial. The invention
avoids burial in a cemetery plot or on a single horizontal
level, but rather, utilizes air space by arranging interment
plots or interment suites vertically, thus conserving land
formerly dedicated to the disposition of human remains.
It also allows for the transmission of information about
the life, lifestyle, hobbies, work, accomplishments, phi-
losophy, biography, associations and anything else the
deceased and his family wanted to be communicated to
future generations or anyone else permitted to visit the
deceased or provided with access to the information
about the deceased. It allows for families and other
groups to be reposed in a common room, an expandable
room, or suite of rooms, where like a "Presidential Li-
brary," a family or other group can start with a centralized
museum and memorial to each current decedent, and
within limits, over time, add new decedents with their own
artifacts and information. In addition, the invention would
likely have appeal to groups and people with a shared
affinity. For example, the invention contemplates a place
for veterans to be interred, such as a commemorative
memorial suite, or set of suites for soldiers of a unit killed
in a common war or attack, along with space reserved
within the suite or suites for surviving members of the
unit, which could also result in an entire building or com-
munity of buildings being used for veterans (on a scheme
of affinity such as Arlington National Cemetery). Similar-
ly, a city’s first responders killed in the line of duty might
be interred in their own memorial suite or buildings con-
taining memorial suites for them (and possibly, their fam-
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ilies). In both examples, the invention could be paid for
and provided by the military or city organization (po-
lice/fire departments, etc.) as a benefit to their members.
[0010] The invention also contemplates the creation of
real-time recording - likely by way of a dedicated, con-
venient online application (app) - of an eventual de-
cedent’s life story. The eventual decedent would record
or type, likely in journal or blog style, experiences
thoughts, interactions, markers, style, and the current
sights and sounds extant during the decedent’s life that
can be curated and edited into a documentary, testa-
ment, or other combination of audio, video and text-
based message by the decedent while alive, or after-
wards by family, friends or employees of the memorial
suite of the present invention to be available as an auto-
biographical legacy that informs, enlightens, entertains
and provides an ongoing connection to the decedent for
future visitors and generations. Since the app would be
hosted at an online cloud-based or similar storage facility,
the information could be accessed anywhere there is an
Internet connection. This app should engender new hab-
its where people will plan ahead and conveniently collect
information on a daily, weekly, monthly or other regular
schedule (or as new experiences or thoughts occur) for
the benefit of their families and friends, similar to how
information is shared via Facebook or other social media.
But a key and important difference would be that this app
and the information it contains is private and available
only to the future decedent and invited families, friends,
colleagues, etc. As for affinity groups, as mentioned
above, artifacts and souvenirs that help depict the fatal
battles or events, along with personal information about
the group members could be depicted in multimedia for-
mats or documented in other communicative formats.
[0011] To accommodate and relieve the apprehen-
sions that the grave would be abandoned when family
members relocate far from the cemetery, the invention
also creates a system of safe, lightweight vessels for stor-
ing the bodies that not only protect against the release
of noxious gases and the acceleration of desiccation ef-
ficiently and at low cost, but the vessels do not have to
be disinterred, and are easily transportable from resting
place to resting place as desired by the surviving family.
The transportation and relocation would not require court
orders or other official permissions, and the vehicle could
be a hearse, train, truck or even the family’s car.

[0012] All references cited herein are incorporated
herein by reference in their entireties.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0013] Accordingly, the invention comprises an inter-
ment system, comprising: (a) at least one desiccation
vessel for storing remains of a decedent who has not
been cremated, wherein the at least one desiccation ves-
selis an air-tight enclosure comprising: (i) a supply fitting;
(i) a return fitting; (iii) at least one pressure relief valve;
and (iv) a pressure gauge; (b) a plurality of memorial
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suites configured to house the at least one desiccation
vessel, wherein a first memorial suite of the plurality of
memorial suites is located above ground in a first building
and a second memorial suite of the plurality of memorial
suites is located above ground in a second building which
is located remotely from the first building, wherein each
of the plurality of memorial suites comprises: (i) a floor,
a ceiling, and at least one wall defining an interior space;
(ii) a storage area located within a first portion of said
interior space and comprising at least one receptacle
configured to receive the at least one desiccation vessel;
(iii) a living area located within a second portion of said
interior space; (iv) a vertically-oriented tribute wall sep-
arating said storage area from said living area, said trib-
ute wall being configured to display information about the
at least one decedent whose remains are contained or
will be contained within the at least one desiccation ves-
sel within the storage area; and (v) an HVAC unit, which
is in selective fluid communication with the at least one
desiccation vessel through the supply fitting and the re-
turn fitting, and is configured to adjust at least one of a
temperature, a pressure and a humidity within the atleast
one desiccation vessel to adjust a rate of desiccation of
the remains of the decedent within the at least one des-
iccation vessel; and (c) a processor linked to the plurality
of memorial suites and to atleast one data storage device
configured to store data related to the at least one de-
cedent, wherein the processor is configured to register
a location of the at least one desiccation vessel within
the plurality of memorial suites and to display the data
within the plurality of memorial suites only on the tribute
wall associated with the location registered by the proc-
essor, wherein the at least one desiccation vessel is suf-
ficiently light, durable, and air-tight such that the at least
one desiccation vessel with the decedent contained
therein can be sanitarily transported from the first memo-
rial suite to the second memorial suite in a vehicle without
being isolated from a driver of the vehicle, and the proc-
essor is configured to update the location of the at least
one desiccation vessel from the first memorial suite to
the second memorial suite.

[0014] In certain embodiments, the at least one desic-
cation vessel is sized to enclose an intact human corpse
in a supine position.

[0015] In certain embodiments, the at least one desic-
cation vessel comprises a releasably secured end cap
for permitting access to contents therein, and on which
are provided the supply fitting, the return fitting, an auto-
matic pressure relief valve, a manual pressure relief valve
and the pressure gauge.

[0016] In certain embodiments, the at least one desic-
cation vessel has a rounded rectangular cross-section.

[0017] In certain embodiments, the at least one desic-
cation vessel comprises aluminum.

[0018] In certain embodiments, the at least one desic-
cation vessel further comprises at least one of a radio
frequency identification tag and a GPS tracking device
configured to identify the location of the at least one des-
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iccation vessel to the processor.

[0019] In certain embodiments, the at least one desic-
cation vessel further comprises a local data storage de-
vice configured to store local data regarding the at least
one desiccation vessel and the decedent therein, and to
upload and download the local data without opening the
at least one desiccation vessel.

[0020] In certain embodiments, each of the first build-
ing and the second building is arranged as a condomin-
ium, each said memorial suite therein is individually
owned, and common area of the condominium is jointly
owned and managed collectively through a condominium
association.

[0021] In certain embodiments, at least one of the first
building and the second building contains a plurality of
receptacles for receiving desiccation vessels containing
decedents sharing a common affinity, and the tribute wall
is configured to display information from the at least one
data storage device about the decedents sharing the
common affinity.

[0022] In certain embodiments, the processor is con-
figured to permit access to the data only to authorized
users within the plurality of memorial suites or off-site via
a network.

[0023] In certain embodiments, the HVAC unit is con-
figured to selectively provide a negative pressure in the
at least one desiccation vessel prior to being moved to
reduce a probability of excess pressure being relieved
by gas exhaust through an automatic pressure relief
valve in transit.

[0024] In certain embodiments, the HVAC unit is con-
figured to adjust at least one of the temperature, the pres-
sure and the humidity within the at least one desiccation
vessel to accelerate desiccation of the remains of the
decedent within the at least one desiccation vessel.
[0025] In certain embodiments, the HVAC unit is con-
figured to inject into the at least one desiccation vessel
through the supply fitting air plus at least one additive
selected from the group consisting of a desiccant and a
deodorant.

[0026] In certain embodiments, the interment system
further comprises control electronics configured to mod-
ify output from the HVAC unit in response to a condition
detected within the at least one desiccation vessel,
wherein the condition is pressure or a concentration of
atleastone substance selected from the group consisting
of methane, hydrogen sulfide, ammonia, cadaverine and
putrescine.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE
DRAWINGS

[0027] The invention will be described in conjunction
with the following drawings in which like reference nu-
merals designate like elements and wherein:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a multi-floor building
structure for containing one or more of the memorial
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suites of the present invention;

Fig. 2 is enlarged perspective view of the multi-floor
building structure for containing one or more memo-
rial suites of the present invention;

Fig. 3 is a representational view of the ground floor
of the multi-floor building structure for containing one
or more memorial suites of the present invention;
Fig. 4 is a representational view of a memorial suite
located on an upper floor of the multi-floor building
structure of the present invention;

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the memorial suite
located on a floor of the multi-floor building structure
of the present invention;

Fig. 6 is an enlarged perspective view of the storage
area and tribute wall portions of the memorial suite
of the present invention;

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of an air-tight interment
vessel of the present invention shown located within
the receptacle of the present invention, the recepta-
cle shown with its front face in the open position;
Fig. 8 is a perspective view of the interment vessel
of the present invention with the end cap removed;
Fig. 9 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 9-9
of Fig. 7;

Fig. 10 is a cross-sectional view providing details of
the one-way check valve disposed in the open posi-
tion;

Fig. 11 is a perspective view of an alternative em-
bodimentof the storage area and tribute wall portions
of the memorial suite of the present invention;

Fig. 12 is a perspective view of a desiccation vessel
of the present invention shown containing the re-
mains of a decedent and connected via supply and
return hoses to an HVAC unit;

Fig. 13 is an enlarged perspective view of an alter-
native embodiment of the memorial suite of the
present invention showing details of the shelving
structure with the desiccation vessels housed there-
in;

Fig. 14 is a perspective view of an alternative em-
bodiment of the memorial suite of the present inven-
tion; and

Fig. 15is a perspective view of the desiccation vessel
of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBOD-
IMENTS OF THE INVENTION

[0028] The particulars shown herein are by way of ex-
ample and for purposes of illustrative discussion of the
embodiments of the present invention only and are pre-
sented in the cause of providing what is believed to be
the most useful and readily understood description of the
principles and conceptual aspects of the present inven-
tion.

[0029] In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the
interment system provides a private, safe and comforta-
ble place for families and friends to mourn, research and
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visit the departed, as well as providing easy mobility of
the corpses in the event a family relocates. The system
preferably provides protection from weather elements
during mourning and avoids burying bodies in the ground
taking advantage of available airspace. The system pref-
erably includes appropriate heating, ventilation, and air
conditioning (HVAC) systems as well as water and elec-
tricity with separate utility meters for each memorial suite,
and for the common areas. The facility and the memorial
suites will be designed for expansion to accommodate
future decedents as a family grows, or its needs change.
[0030] In certain embodiments, the interment system
comprises an expandable, memorial room or suite, clus-
ter of rooms, and dedicated floors and buildings (known
collectively as "memorial suite"), which provide a safe,
private and comfortable place for surviving family mem-
bers, associates in a group, friends, and loved ones to
mourn, research and visit an assembly of decedents,
where the number of those interred in the memorial suite
is expected to grow over time. This growth or expansion
could be the result of surviving family members who die
at some point in the future, or could be the result of de-
ceased relatives who, at the wishes of the memorial suite
owners, may be disinterred and transferred to the me-
morial suite. The invention is intended to be disruptive
both in how people mourn and interact with decedents,
and how they plan for, and produce information, multi-
media programs and artifacts concerning their lives for
visitors who were their contemporaries, as well as future
visitors. The memorial suite takes advantage of vertical
air space rather than burying caskets containing human
remains in the ground. A secure, enclosed storage area
for bodies of decedents is provided within the memorial
suite that includes horizontal shelves that support recep-
tacles thereon. Each receptacle is provided for storing
the remains of the various decedents housed in the me-
morial suite.

[0031] A tribute wall, at the discretion of the decedents
or the decedents’ representatives, may include plaques,
photographs, multi-media, such as videos, sound record-
ings, along with written material and interactive and en-
tertaining games relating to the decedents, and media
containing descriptive information and works by, depict-
ing, describing or pertaining to the decedents’ biogra-
phies and autobiographies. The information and idiosyn-
cratic artifacts associated with the decedent’s work,
groups, interests, accomplishments, hobbies, and biog-
raphy would be in various formats, and contain material
as determined by the decedents or their representatives.
In addition, compilations, edited and curated multimedia
programs as well as access to documents and files re-
lating to the decedents can be created to be viewed online
at the situs of the memorial suites, or off-site via the ded-
icated online app on a smartphone, computer, tablet or
other device connected to the Internet or a network; and
video conferencing at the site of the memorial suites
would allow funerals, unveilings and other events at the
memorial suites to be broadcast to others for virtual at-
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tendance or remote monitoring.

[0032] The memorial suite preferably comprises
locked doors, with entry allowed only by authorized peo-
ple to insure privacy and security. It may include some
or all of the comforts of a living room and other rooms
within afamily home, including pictures, mementoes, vid-
eos, voice recordings and other personal objects. Addi-
tionally, a private website or online application may be
made available to still-living memorial suite purchasers
and their families, which allows creation of and provides
private access to recordings, videos, journals, pictures
and other content related to a decedent. In addition, the
audio/video/text-based autobiographies would be in-
dexed and made available for visitors to the memorial
suite or suites.

[0033] Referring now in greater detail to the drawings
in which like numerals represent like components
throughout the several views, there is shown in Figs. 1
and 2, a facility 10 including a multi-floor building 14, e.g.,
seven floors in height. As best shown in Figs. 1-3, the
building 10 includes a ground floor 22, multiple upper
floors 30 and by way of example, four exterior walls 18a,
18b, 18c and 18d. Each of the exterior walls 18a, 18b,
18c and 18d may include one or more windows 26 on
the ground floor 22 and/or on the upper floors 30. Each
of the upper floors 30 located above ground level is ar-
ranged to house one or more memorial suites to be dis-
cussed in detail below.

[0034] Referring now to Fig. 3, a representational view
of the ground floor 22 portion of the multi-floor building
14 is shown. The ground floor portion 22 may be reserved
for common areas such as a central lobby area 34. How-
ever, it should be understood that a common area, or
any other areas depicted on the ground floor 22, are not
required within the multi-floor building structure 14 and
the ground floor portion 22 could be utilized for one or
more memorial suites 134 as they are described below,
or other purposes deemed necessary or desirable to the
operations of the facility (for instance, a freight elevator
used to move receptacles 218, furniture, etc.). The cen-
tral lobby area 34 may include elements provided for the
comfort and convenience of surviving family members,
friends, and loved ones who are visiting a decedent, or
for attendees of funeral or memorial services for the re-
cently departed. Such elements may include a centrally-
located decorative fountain 38, multiple chairs 42 and
sofas 46 situated around low cocktail-height tables 50,
and wall hangings (not shown). Also, the ground floor 22
may include stairways (not shown) and/or elevators (not
shown) to provide access to memorial suites 134 located
on the upper floors.

[0035] A doorway 58 provides access from the exterior
of the building 14 to the central lobby area 34. A doorway
62 provides access from the lobby area 34 to a funeral
parlor 66 where religious services such as funeral or me-
morial services may be led by a priest, rabbi, or other
appropriate religious or secular official. The funeral parlor
66 includes a front area with floor space sufficient to ac-
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commodate a casket 70. Floor space is also provided at
the front area of the funeral parlor 66 for display stands
74 for families of decedents who would like funeral flow-
ers or mementoes to be displayed during a memorial or
funeral service. Also provided within the funeral parlor
66 are rows of seats 78 sufficient in number to accom-
modate large groups for a funeral or memorial service.
Exterior walls 18c and 18d of the funeral parlor 66 may
include windows (not shown in Fig. 3) to allow sunlight
to enter the funeral parlor 66. The facility may also store
and make available various religious objects or decora-
tions to accommodate the beliefs of the deceased and
their families.

[0036] Another doorway 82 provides access from the
lobby area 34 to a cafe 86, bistro, coffee shop or other
facility for providing meals such as lunch, dinner or
snacks to family members, friends, and loved ones vis-
iting a decedent. The cafe 86 may also potentially be
used or rented for post-funeral service gatherings and
meals. The cafe 86 may include bar stools 90 positioned
along the outside of a service counter 94. On the opposite
side of the service counter 94 is a food preparation and
service area including kitchen appliances and storage
cabinetry 98. Additional guest seating for diners is pro-
vided including tables 102 and surrounding chairs 106
within the cafe 86.

[0037] Another doorway 110 provides access from the
lobby area 34 to a flower/gift shop 114 possibly staffed
by a professional florist where floral arrangements may
be arranged and purchased by family members for use
during a funeral or memorial service, or for display within
the memorial suite 134.

[0038] Another doorway 118 provides access from the
lobby area 34 to an administrative and security office 122
and another doorway 126 provides access from the lobby
area 34 to an office space and storage area 130 located
adjacent to the funeral parlor 66. The office space and
storage area 130 is intended primarily to be for the use
of funeral and/or facility 10 staff to prepare the deceased
for viewing in a temporary casket, transfer the deceased
from the temporary casket to an interment vessel 222
(Figs. 6-8), etc. Other doorways (not shown) may be pro-
vided to enable access between the rooms of the ground
floor 22, such as one leading from the office space and
storage area 130 to the funeral parlor 66.

[0039] Referring now to Fig. 1, in addition to common
areas located within the lobby area 34 of the multi-floor
building 14, the facility 10 may include common areas
located outside of the multi-floor building 14. Such exte-
rior located common areas may include a parking lot 138,
a security fence 142 surrounding the parking lot 138, and
a motor-operated or guard-operated security gate 146
for controlling ingress and egress of visitors to the facility
10. Also, suitable landscaping including shrubbery and
trees 148 and the like may be provided to create a pleas-
ing aesthetic effect.

[0040] Referring to Figs. 4 and 5 the details of the me-
morial suite 134, which may be located on the ground
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floor 22 or any upper floors 30 of the multi-floor building
structure 14, are discussed. The memorial suite 134 is
arranged to provide comfort, revive memories or impart
information about the decedents, and identify things with
which decedents were associated. For example, the me-
morial suites 134 may resemble the familiar surrounds
of a residential home and may include portions that cor-
respond to living areas of a residential home, such as a
living room, kitchen, and/or bathroom. Or, there may be
shared bathroom facilities on each floor of the facility 10
where multiple memorial suites 134 exist on a common
floor. The memorial suite 134 may be a single room or
several connected rooms, or it could be an entire floor of
a building, or an entire building. The memorial suite 134
may be utilized as a family room, meeting room, commu-
nity room, museum, or party room to share memories of
the departed in an enhanced manner, utilizing multi-me-
dia technology such as audio, computerized and digital
recordings, as well as artifacts, mementoes, photo-
graphs, and other associational histories in a private and
environmentally-controlled and safe setting resembling
a living room, den or other style room decided on by the
owners of the memorial suite 134.

[0041] As shown in Figs. 4-5, the memorial suite 134
is illustrated as a single room and includes an optional
kitchen area having physical objects customarily found
in a residential kitchen which may include but are not
limited to a countertop 150 including a working sink 154
(Fig. 4) and a working stove top 158 (Fig. 4), a cabinet
162 with space for storing glassware, dishes, and kitchen
utensils, and a table 166 surrounded by kitchen chairs
170. Other amenities such as for example a microwave
oven or a conventional oven could be provided. In this
manner, family members and loved ones of a decedent
can prepare meals while visiting the memorial suite 134.
One or more walls 174 of the memorial suite 134 may
include wall hangings 178 such as photographs, por-
traits, or the like depicting an image of a decedent or a
favorite object, place or memory to serve as a reminder
of, or to pay tribute to one or more deceased family mem-
bers. In addition, monitors, computers, electronic tablets
and similar devices may be built into the walls or placed
on tables or ledges to enable the storage and viewing or
listening to written, graphic, video and sound records to
inform visitors about the decedents; and Internet access
would allow cloud storage of the data as well as local
network access to additional data and functionality at the
situs of the memorial suite, and remotely via the Internet
or a network; and in addition there could be curated ac-
cess to web sites that would be relevant to each de-
cedent’s lifestyle, values, beliefs, associations and biog-
raphy to further inform the visitors about the decedents.
[0042] The memorial suite 134 may also include areas
designed for comfort, meetings or to represent and revive
memories or iconic aspects of the lives of the decedents.
For example, a memorial suite could resemble a living
room or family room, a lobby, salon, man cave, den, of-
fice, the interior of a boat, or other interior space deco-
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rated and arranged to resemble either a place that would
be identified with the unique experiences and lives of the
decedents or a specifictheme. By way of further example,
if the memorial suite 134 is designed to resemble a res-
idential living room, it could be furnished with customary
furnishings such as comfortable upholstered chairs 182
situated on opposite sides of a small table 186, rugs 190
of differing sizes and shapes, a sofa 194, a cocktail-height
table 198, an end table 258, and decorative plantings
202. Alternatively, each memorial suite 134 may be pro-
vided with decorative flooring or carpeting. In addition,
climate control and other comforts and amenities cus-
tomarily found in a home could be provided within the
memorial suite 134 to facilitate gatherings of mourners
and friends. Each memorial suite 134 may be furnished
with electrical power, heating, ventilation, cooling, air
conditioning, plumbing, Wi-Fi connection and other com-
forts typically found in a home.

[0043] In addition, the memorial suite 134 may include
other areas orrooms typically found in aresidential home,
e.g., a bathroom (not shown). In addition, the memorial
suite 134 may include shelving 250, for example, in the
form of book shelves which may be used for displaying
memorabiliaor mementoes 254 of one or more deceased
family members. For example, a stamp collection (not
shown) treasured by a departed family member could be
displayed on the shelving 250 for viewing by surviving
family members and friends to give survivors a better
sense of the departed and their interests so as to evoke
memories. Likewise, the shelving 250 could display a
deceased family member’s collection of books, hobbies,
or musical instruments, tobacco pipes, etc. The shelving
250 could support a stereo system or similar device for
playing music a deceased family member cherished dur-
ing his or her lifetime. Likewise, a flat screen television
(not shown) could be provided on the shelving 250 or
mounted on a wall to display images or videos of a de-
ceased family member during his or her life or other sub-
ject matter to evoke memories. The shelving 250 could
also be utilized for displaying other items typically found
in a living room or den of a home.

[0044] Referring to Figs. 4-6, the memorial suite 134
also includes a storage area 206 for storing the remains
of a decedent. The storage area 206 may be comprised
of a plurality of generally horizontally oriented shelves
including one or more upper shelves 210 and one or more
lower shelves 214. The shelves 210 and 214 are provided
to support one or more receptacles 218 situated thereon.
As the interment needs of a family grows or needs
change, additional receptacles 218 may be stored within
the storage area 206. The memorial suite 134 and the
storage area 206 are intended to be highly customizable,
allowing for a method to adjust the interior space and for
the storage area 206 to be reduced or enlarged depend-
ing on circumstances and needs. For example, a second
storage area 206 could be added to accommodate more
decedents than depicted in Fig. 4. As needs change, re-
ceptacles 218 may be added orremoved from the storage
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area 206.

[0045] Each receptacle 218 is arranged for containing
an interment vessel 222, discussed in detail below, con-
taining the remains of a decedent. Alternatively, the re-
ceptacle 218 could be arranged for containing an air-
tight, secure conventional casket (not shown). As best
shown in Fig. 7, each receptacle 218 is in the shape of
an elongated box that is formed of a front face 218a, a
top face 218b, a bottom face 218c, side faces 218d and
218e, and a back face. The front face 218a is hingedly
connected to the receptacle 218 and is arranged to swing
between closed and opened positions. In Fig. 6, the front
face 218a is in the closed position, and in Fig. 7, the front
face 218ais showninthe opened position. In this manner,
service personnel may open the front face 218a of the
receptacle 218 to gain access to and remove a casket
(not shown) or interment vessel 222 housed therein such
as during a funeral or for transporting the casket (not
shown) or interment vessel 222 to a new location in the
event a family relocates. The front face 218a may be
returned from the open position to the closed position
once service personnel have removed the casket (not
shown) or interment vessel 222 from the receptacle 218
or have finished placing the casket (not shown) or inter-
ment vessel 222 into the receptacle 218. Removing an
interment vessel 222 from a memorial suite 134 during
a family relocation is a major improvement over the prior
art which would require unearthing a buried caskets
which would then need to be cleaned off prior to transport,
which would be expensive and disruptive.

[0046] AsbestshowninFig.6,inthis example, storage
area 206 includes a lower shelf 214 that is arranged for
supporting five receptacles 218 and an upper shelf 210
that is arranged for supporting an additional five recep-
tacles 218. By opening any of the doors 242, service
personnel can obtain access to the receptacles 218 lo-
cated on either the lower shelf 214 or the upper shelf
210. The number of receptacles shown is by way of ex-
ample, and there is no set number except as may be
dictated by the size and layout of the structure housing
the memorial suites.

[0047] Referring now to Fig. 11 there is shown an al-
ternative storage area 206, a portion of which is arranged
for receiving containers of human remains, the contain-
ers being different than the receptacles 218 described
above. Alternatively, the entire storage area 206 may be
arranged for receiving such other containers. In particu-
lar, as shown in Fig. 11, the storage area 206 includes
multiple storage compartments 290 of varying sizes to
receive such other containers which may be of different
sizes. Such other containers may include one or more
cremation urns 294 for holding human ashes, one or
more cremation boxes 298, larger in size than the cre-
mation urns 294, but also arranged for holding human
ashes, and one or more ossuary boxes 302 arranged for
holding human skeletal remains. Arrows 306 illustrate
storage compartments 290 appropriately sized for re-
ceiving such other containers, e.g., the urn 294, the cre-
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mation box 298, and the ossuary box 302. Each storage
compartment 290 within the storage area 206 may be
formed and sized as is needed utilizing appropriately di-
mensioned horizontal shelves 310 and vertical dividers
314 located in known ways within the storage area 206.
Utilizing such shelves 310 and dividers 314, storage com-
partments 290 of other varying sizes may be created to
suit different container sizes and space limitations. Ad-
ditionally, as family needs change, existing compart-
ments 290 may be increased or decreased in size by
repositioning the horizontal shelves 310 and vertical di-
viders 314 in known ways. Such storage compartments
may be arranged within a storage area 206 in combina-
tion with the shelves 210 and 214 for supporting the re-
ceptacles 218 previously discussed.

[0048] As best shown in Fig. 5, the storage area 206
may be situated at a discrete location within the memorial
suite 134, such as at a corner therein where itis obscured
from the view of grieving family members and visitors.
As shown in Fig. 5, the storage area 206 is located in a
corner of the memorial suite 134 where it is surrounded
by walls including a partition wall 230, a tribute wall 234,
and walls 174 of the memorial suite 134 itself. In partic-
ular, the tribute wall 234, the partition wall 230, and the
walls 174 serve to hide the receptacles 218 from view of
family members and visitors during visits to the memorial
suite 134.

[0049] As best shown in Fig. 6, the tribute wall 234
includes a metal frame 238, e.g., steel or aluminum
frame, with multiple, e.g., five, locking doors 242 hingedly
mounted thereto, the locking doors 242 being arranged
to swing between closed and opened positions. A lock
on each door 242 is indicated at 242a. In this manner,
service personnel may unlock the doors 242 to gain ac-
cess to the receptacles 218 located within the storage
area 206 for removal of an receptacle containing a casket
(not shown), interment vessel 222, a cremation urn 294,
acremation box 298, or an ossuary box 302 stored there-
in. Such removal may be for the purpose of a funeral or
memorial service, or for transport of such containers to
a new location in the event the family relocates to a new
city or town.

[0050] The tribute wall 234 may be adorned with one
or more plaques 246 bearing an image of a decedent
whose remains are contained within a casket (not
shown), interment vessel 222, cremation urn 294, a cre-
mation box 298, or ossuary box 302. The casket, inter-
ment vessel 222, cremation urn 294, a cremation box
298, or ossuary box 302 may be located at a position that
corresponds with the location of the plaque 246. Alter-
natively, or in addition, as best shown in Fig. 11, the
plaque 246 may include descriptive information about
the decedent, such as a brief statement commemorating,
or paying tribute to her life, as indicated at 246a in Fig. 11.
[0051] The memorial suite 134 is designed to celebrate
the life of the decedent and teach friends and family mem-
bers about the decedent in a positive and uplifting envi-
ronment. In an embodiment, the memorial suite 134 may
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include one or more devices (not shown) linked via an
internet connection to a website or the previously men-
tioned online application (such as for smart phones or
smart tablets) dedicated to the decedent being memori-
alized and containing information about the decedent,
such as obituary information and/or a memorial page with
digitized text, photos, videos, and other information, such
as friends’ comments and the like. The website or online
application would be a members-only, private and secure
application, available only to the deceased (while alive)
and his/her selected family, friends or acquaintances. In
this way, facility 10 clients can prepare a journal while
living, containing favorite quotes, journal entries, videos,
photos and other content they wish their family, friends
and acquaintances to have access to after their death.
The intent is, using this website or online application,
family, friends and acquaintances can access the ac-
count while at home or at remote locations other than the
facility 10. This website or application account would be
included as part of the cost of buying a memorial suite
134, but may also be made available for a premium to
non-suite holders. The website or application may also
integrate with automated autobiographical tools such as
Facebook® (Facebook Inc. of Palo Alto, Calif., at www.fa-
cebook.com) and other social networking sites to tell the
story or narrative of the life of the decedent through text
and images. Alternatively, the client or family members
could arrange to have those stories made available on a
computer situated within the memorial suite 134. If the
memorial suite 134 is used as a place to inter deceased
members of a military or other associational group, the
same principles would apply, but the emphasis would be
modified by the theme of the association.

[0052] Similartoapartmentswithin anapartmentbuild-
ing, or rooms within a hotel, access to each memorial
suite 134 is provided from a common hallway (not shown)
through a door (not shown) which can be locked. Each
floor within the multi-floor building 14 may house one or
several memorial suites 134. The building 14 in which
the memorial suites 134 are situated may be provided in
the style of a multi-tenant apartment building or a hotel
having common areas and amenities customarily found
in such places such as common hallways, elevators, re-
strooms, waste removal facilities, elevator lobbies, stair-
wells, heating, air conditioning, plumbing, electrical serv-
ice, etc.

[0053] The multi-unit facility 10 could be arranged as
a condominium type of real estate wherein each memo-
rial suite 134 within the complex is individually owned,
each owner receiving a recordable deed to the individual
unit purchased, including the right to sell, mortgage, etc.,
that memorial suite 134. Also, individual spaces within
the storage area 206 may be purchased, allowing family
members or significant others to co-own the memorial
suite 134. Potentially, certain memorial suites 134 may
be set aside for sharing between people or families who
do not know each other, and do not mind sharing the
memorial suite 134. The common grounds such as hall-
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ways, parking, heating, electricity, maintenance, and oth-
er common areas identified above, may be jointly owned
and managed collectively by the owners through an as-
sociation, similar to a homeowner association.

[0054] Each memorial suite 134 may be owned by an
individual or family unit wishing to be interred together in
a shared private area away from the viewing public. The
memorial suite 134 could be purchased by the individual
or family unit and may include sufficient interment space
for immediate family members as well as future needed
interment space for additional family members and heirs
including relatives, children, and grandchildren and even
invited friends as future needs arise. Ownership may be
as a condominium or similar type of real estate division.
Each memorial suite 134 could be a single room or sev-
eral connected rooms. A memorial suite 134 may be sold
to a new buyer and the original owner can remove the
receptacles and other containers to make room for those
belonging to the new owner. In addition, the owner of a
memorial suite 134, like the owner of a condominium unit
can sublease, or partition a portion of the memorial suite
to one or more tenants or buyers. As a result, unlike a
grave, the memorial suite should have a market value
that could appreciate, and provide economic opportuni-
ties, and value if in the future, due to relocation of the
family, or the need to raise funds, the owners do not want
to retain ownership of the memorial suite 134.

[0055] Referring now to Figs. 7-8, there is shown a
receptacle 218 containing an interment vessel 222 ar-
ranged to house a corpse (not shown) of a decedent.
The interment vessel 222 may be made of a light-weight
and durable material such as aluminum and may be air-
tight to prevent escape of odors, gases or fluids associ-
ated with decay. In this manner, the interment vessel 222
may be used for easily transporting the corpse for use at
a funeral and then returning to the memorial suite 134
for housing within the storage area 206 after use.
[0056] As the interment vessel 222 is cylindrical in
shape and lighter in weight than a traditional wood or
metal casket which includes a hingedly connected lid,
the interment vessel 222 provides a higher degree of
transportability of corpses than conventional caskets.
Due to its size, shape and weight, the interment vessel
222 may be conveniently placed within a large automo-
bile, such as a sport utility vehicle ("SUV"), an airplane,
or a train. As the interment vessel 222 is cylindrical in
shape, it is innocuous in appearance in that it does not
resemble a traditional casket. In this manner, it can be
transported by family members without concern that on-
lookers will know the true nature of the contents of the
interment vessel 222. In addition, once the interment ves-
sel 222 reaches its destination, it may be easily lifted from
the vehicle and placed in another memorial suite 134
located in a town to which a family has relocated. Alter-
natively, the interment vessel 222 may be buried in the
ground of a cemetery located in such a town.

[0057] The interment vessel 222 includes a sidewall
262 and an end wall (not shown) defining a cavity therein
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and an end cap 266. The sidewall 262 may be generally
cylindrical in shape. Situated within the cavity is a hori-
zontally situated platform 270 (Fig. 8) on which the corpse
(not shown) of the decedent may be placed for storage.
Alternatively, the horizontally situated platform 270 and
the interment vessel 222 may be sized and arranged to
support a casket (not shown) containing the corpse of a
decedent to obscure the casket from view during trans-
port. The end cap 266 is generally disk-shaped and may
be provided with an external thread 268 to enable tight
threaded engagement with internal threads 272 located
on the sidewall 262 of the interment vessel 222. The end
cap 266 is also provided with a spoked wheel 274 which
can be hand rotated to enable tight threaded engagement
of the end cap 266 with the sidewall 262. The spoked
wheel 274 enables tight attachment of the end cap 266
to the sidewall 262 of the interment vessel 222 to form
an airtight seal for keeping ambient air and moisture out
of the interment vessel 222 and for containing odor-caus-
ing gases and fluids associated with decay within the
interment vessel 222. This manner of attachment of the
end cap 266 to the body 262 is a clear advancement over
the traditional casket which is merely a box-shaped ves-
sel with a lid that is hingedly attached at one end only.
Due to this manner of tight attachment, the interment
vessel 222 of the present invention is better suited for
long-distance shipping by any suitable means such as
by airplane, train, or truck. This is in comparison to the
traditional casket which is not suited for such long-dis-
tance transport.

[0058] Referring now to Figs. 9 and 10, the interment
vessel 222 is provided with a one-way check valve 278.
The one-way check valve 278 includes an interior valve
portion 322 located on the interior side of the end cap
266, an exterior valve portion 326 located on the exterior
side of the end cap 266, and a passageway 324 located
between the valve portions 322 and 326. As best shown
in Fig. 9, the interior and exterior valve portions 322, 326
are each spring-loaded so that each is biased to a closed
position. As best shown in Fig. 10, each valve portion
322, 326 is arranged to move from the closed position to
an open position. Referring again to Fig. 9, while the in-
terior valve portion 322 and exterior valve portion 326
are disposed in the normally closed position, an external
vacuum source (not shown) may be connected to the
exterior valve portion 326 in known ways. Once connect-
ed, the external vacuum source (not shown) may be ac-
tivated to cause the interior and exterior valve portions
322 and 326 to move from their normally closed positions
(Fig. 9) to their open positions (Fig. 10) to permit evacu-
ation of air (indicated at arrows 330) from within the cavity
ofthe intermentvessel 222, through the passageway 324
and out to the atmosphere through valve opening 326a,
to create a vacuum within the interment vessel 222.
[0059] Upon disconnecting the vacuum source (not
shown) from the exterior valve portion 326, the interior
and exterior valve portions 322, 326 will instantaneously
return from the open position (Fig. 10) to the normally
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closed position (Fig. 9) to prevent ambient air and mois-
ture from entering the interment vessel 222 and to main-
tain a vacuum therein.

[0060] The occurrence of explosion of conventional
caskets due to a buildup of trapped gases from a decom-
posing corpse, also known as exploding casket syn-
drome, is a known occurrence. Even conventional cas-
kets made of metal can leak as the result of such pressure
buildup. Such explosions, which result in hinges becom-
ing detached from the casket, can result in the spilling
out of toxic gases and fluids trapped inside the casket.
When a casket explodes in above-ground mausoleums,
it can create unpleasant and potentially hazardous con-
ditions for visitors and the environment. In some cases,
once such an explosion occurs, the corpse contained
therein may be completely liquefied and unsuitable for
re-burial.

[0061] Likewise, as a corpse housed within the sealed
interment vessel 222 of the present invention naturally
decomposes, odor-causing gases and fluids accumu-
late. By providing a cylindrical-shaped sidewall 262 and
athreaded type of engagementbetween the end cap 266
and the sidewall 262 in combination with the vacuum
described above, the interment vessel 222 of the present
invention is well-suited to withstand the buildup of
trapped gases and avoid the above-described exploding
casket syndrome. The one-way check valve 278 is op-
erable to allow for the escape of such accumulated gas-
es, as indicated at arrows 330, from within the interment
vessel 222 upon pressure therein exceeding a predeter-
mined threshold. In particular, upon pressure reaching
such a predetermined threshold, the interior and exterior
valve portions 322 and 326 move from the normally
closed position (Fig. 9) to the open position (Fig. 10) to
permit the escape of accumulated gases to reduce pres-
sure within the cavity to a level below the predetermined
threshold. The traditional casket, which is a box-shaped
vessel that includes a lid that is attached by one or more
hinges is more likely to leak or even pop openin response
to accumulated decomposition gases. The interment
vessel 222 is provided with handles 282 disposed on the
sidewall 262 to enable transport of the interment vessel
222 by service personnel.

[0062] The memorial suite 134, receptacle 218, inter-
ment vessel 222, and other containers, e.g., cremation
urn 294, cremation box 298, and ossuary box 302, pro-
vide portability, ease of use, and return on investment.
For example, a family may have purchased a memorial
suite 134 within a multi-floor building 14 and utilized that
memorial suite 134 for storing interment vessels 222 or
other containers, e.g., cremation urn 294, cremation box
298, and ossuary box 302. In the event the surviving fam-
ily decides to move away from their home town to a new
city or town, the family could sell the memorial suite 134
or a portion of the storage area 206. Based upon market
conditions, the selling price could be significantly above
the original purchase price, resulting in a premium. The
receptacles 218, interment vessels 222 and/or other con-
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tainers, e.g., cremation urn 294, cremation box 298, and
ossuary box 302 could readily be removed from the stor-
age area 206 and transported to a new memorial suite
134 purchased by the family and located in proximity to
the town to which the family moves. Alternatively, in the
event there is no memorial suite 134 in proximity to the
new town, the interment vessels 222 or other containers
294, 298 and 302 could be buried in the ground. Or, the
deceased’s remains could be removed from the inter-
ment vessel 222 and cremated or prepared for an os-
suary, to be interred in the same memorial suite 134 or
at a different location.

[0063] Referring now to Figs. 12 through 15, there is
shown therein an alternative embodiment of the memo-
rial suite 400 of the present invention. Similar to the me-
morial suite embodiment 134 discussed above, this al-
ternative embodiment suite 400 may be located on the
ground floor or any upper floor of the multi-floor building
structure as depicted in Figs. 1 and 2. The memorial suite
400 is arranged to provide comfort, revive memories or
impart information about decedents, and identify things
with which decedents were associated. The memorial
suite 400 may resemble the familiar surrounds of a res-
idential home by including a living room, a kitchen, and/or
bathroom. Or, there may be shared bathroom facilities
on each floor of the facility 10 where multiple memorial
suites 400 exist on a common floor. The memorial suite
400 may be a single room or several connected rooms,
or it could be an entire floor of a building, or an entire
building. The memorial suite 400 may be utilized as a
family room, a meeting room, a community room, a mu-
seum, or a party room to share memories of the departed
in an enhanced manner, utilizing multi-media technology
such as audio, computerized and digital recordings, as
well as artifacts, mementoes, photographs, and other as-
sociational histories in a private and environmentally-
controlled and safe setting resembling a living room, den
or other style room decided on by the owners of the me-
morial suite 400.

[0064] Although not shown in Figs. 13 and 14, one or
more walls 408 of the memorial suite 400 may include
wall hangings such as photographs, portraits, or the like
depicting an image of a decedent or a favorite object,
place or memory to serve as a reminder of, or to pay
tribute to one or more deceased family members. In ad-
dition, although not shown in Figs. 13 and 14, monitors,
computers, electronic tablets and similar devices may be
built into the walls or placed on tables orledges to enable
the storage and viewing or listening to written, graphic,
video and sound records to inform visitors about the de-
cedents; and Internet access would allow cloud storage
of the data as well as local network access to additional
data and functionality at the situs of the memorial suite,
and remotely via the Internet or a network; and in addition
there could be curated access to web sites that would be
relevant to each decedent’s lifestyle, values, beliefs, as-
sociations and biography to further inform the visitors
about the decedents.
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[0065] The memorial suite 400 may also include areas
designed for comfort, meetings orto represent and revive
memories or iconic aspects of the lives of the decedents.
For example, a memorial suite could resemble a living
room or family room, a lobby, salon, man cave, den, of-
fice, the interior of a boat, or other interior space deco-
rated and arranged to resemble either a place that would
be identified with the unique experiences and lives of the
decedents or a specifictheme. By way of further example,
the memorial suite 400 could be designed to resemble a
residential living room furnished with customary furnish-
ings as described above to facilitate gatherings of mourn-
ers and friends.

[0066] AsshowninFigs. 13 and 14, the memorial suite
400 is illustrated as including a large continuous space
404 or room having dimensions including a length indi-
cated at "L" and a width indicated at "W". For illustrative
purposes only, the memorial suite 400 is shown as in-
cluding a single wall 408 including a doorway 407 on one
side thereof to enable access to the memorial suite 400
by family members, mourners, guests 411, etc. However,
it should be understood that the memorial suite 400 may
include up to three additional walls, a floor, and a ceiling
(not shown) to enclose the continuous space 404. Fig-
ures 13 and 14 omit three of the four walls for purposes
of illustrating and explaining the details of the memorial
suite 400 contained within the walls.

[0067] As best shown in Fig. 14, two storage vaults
412a and 412b are shown located within the space 404.
Fig. 13 is an enlarged view showing only a portion of the
memorial suite 400. In particular, in Fig. 13, only storage
vault 412b is illustrated so as to enable a full explanation
of details that are common to both storage vaults 412a
and 412b. Each storage vault 412a and 412b includes a
top wall 416, a pair of opposed sidewalls 420, a bottom
wall 424, and a tribute wall 428 to form an enclosure for
housing a honeycomb-like shelving structure 432 formed
of a plurality of cells 436. The storage vaults 412a and
412b exclude any back wall which otherwise would be
located opposite the tribute wall 428 to define an open
access face 409 to enable service personnel to gain ac-
cess to and remove or replace the desiccation vessels
440 located within the storage vaults 412a and 412b, as
discussed below. As best shown in Fig. 14, these open
access faces 409 face each other on opposite sides of
a service corridor 456. Such removal and replacement
may be for the purpose of a funeral or memorial service,
or for transport of such vessels to a new location in the
eventa family relocates to a new city or town. The details
of the desiccation vessels 440 will be discussed below.
However, at this juncture, it is important to emphasize
that each desiccation vessel 440 is oriented within a re-
spective cell 436 of the shelving structure 432 with its
end cap 476 facing the access face 409 of the storage
vaults 412a and 412b to enable service personnelto con-
nect the desiccation vessels 440 to an HVAC unit 504
through a network of supply and return pipes, 524 and
528, respectively, to be discussed in detail below.
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[0068] The plurality of cells 436 are arranged in a plu-
rality of stacked rows, each row containing a predeter-
mined number of cells 436. For example, as shown in
Figs 13 and 14, each row may include seven or eight
hexagonal-shaped cells 436, located adjacent one an-
other, with each cell 436 being arranged to accommodate
a single desiccation vessel 440. Also, as shown in Figs.
13 and 14, the cells 436 located on a particular row may
be staggered with respect to cells located on an adjacent
row. The top wall 416, opposed sidewalls 420, bottom
wall 424, and tribute wall 428 serve to hide the desicca-
tion vessels 440 from view of family members and visitors
411 during visits to the memorial suite 400.

[0069] The storage vaults 412a, 412b may be posi-
tioned in any configuration within the large continuous
space 404. As shown in this embodiment 400, each stor-
age vault 412a and 412b extends the entire width "W" of
the space 404. However, this detail is merely exemplary.
Alternatively, one or both storage vaults 412a and 412b
may extend from wall 408 only a portion of the width "W".
Alternatively, one or both storage vaults 412a and 412b
could extend only a portion of the width "W" and be cen-
tered therealong. The storage vaults 412a and 412b are
shown as being located at positions within the space 404
to define two living areas indicated at 444a and 444b for
access by family members and visitors 411 during visits
to the memorial suite 400. As best shown in Fig. 14, the
storage vaults 412a and 412b are oriented within the me-
morial suite 400 such that the tribute wall 428 of the re-
spective storage vaults 412a and 412b face outwardly
and onto the living areas 444a, 444b, while the access
face 409 of the respective vaults 412a and 412b face
towards each other and are separated by the service
corridor 456.

[0070] As described above, the tribute wall 428 may
be adorned with one or more plaques 452 bearing an
image of a decedent whose remains are contained within
a desiccation vessel 440 located at a position within the
honeycomb shelving structure 432 corresponding with
the location of the plaque 452. Alternatively, orin addition,
as described above, the plaque 452 may include descrip-
tive information about the decedent, such as a brief state-
ment commemorating, or paying tribute to her or his life.
[0071] Referring again to Figs. 13-14, the storage
vaults 412a and 412b are shown as being spaced apart
from each other by a predetermined distance, e.g., six
feet, to define a service corridor 456 located between the
storage vaults. A service doorway 460 located in wall 408
provides access by service personnel only to the service
corridor 456 and normally remains in a locked state to
prevent unauthorized individuals, such as family mem-
bers and close friends 411, from gaining entrance to the
service corridor 456. The service corridor 456 enables
service personnel to gain access to the desiccation ves-
sels 440 located within the storage vaults 412a and 412b
through the access face 409 for connecting or discon-
necting the desiccation vessels 440 to the HVAC unit 504
or for removing or replacing the desiccation vessels 440
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within a corresponding cell 436 of the shelving structure
432. Such removal may be for the purpose of a funeral
or memorial service, or for transport of such vessels 440
to a new location in the event the family relocates to a
new city or town.

[0072] Referring now to Figs. 13 and 14, each cell 436
is shown as being generally hexagonal in shape and ar-
ranged for receiving and storing therein a desiccation
vessel 440 for storing the remains of a decedent 448.
Alternatively, each cell 436 may be of a shape that is
other than hexagonal, or may be of a rectangular, or oval
shape. Optionally, each cell 436 may be lined with rein-
forced concrete (not shown) to absorb odors and gases
escaping from the desiccation vessel 440 stored therein.
[0073] Referring now to Figs. 12 and 15, the desicca-
tion vessel 440 is shown containing the remains of a de-
cedent448. The desiccation vessel440includes a vessel
body 464 having an open end 468, a closed end 472,
and an end cap 476 arranged to be affixed to the open
end of the vessel body 464. The desiccation vessel 440
may be fabricated of a light-weight and durable material
such as aluminum and with the end cap 476 attached,
may be air-tight to prevent escape of odors, gases or
fluids associated with decay. The vessel body 464 may
include a flattened top surface 480, a flattened bottom
surface 484, and a rounded side surface 488 connecting
the flattened top and bottom surfaces 480, 484, respec-
tively, to facilitate transportation of the remains of a de-
cedent within a motor vehicle or air carrier.

[0074] Because the desiccation vessel 440 may be
fabricated of a light-weight and durable material such as
aluminum, and may include flattened top and bottom sur-
faces 480, 484, it is lighter than a traditional wood or
metal casket, and provides a higher degree of transport-
ability of corpses than conventional caskets. Due to its
size, shape and weight, the desiccation vessel 440 may
be conveniently placed within a large automobile, such
as a sport utility vehicle ("SUV"), an airplane, or a train.
Due to its shape, the desiccation vessel 440 is innocuous
in appearance in that it does not resemble a traditional
casket. In this manner, the desiccation vessel 440 may
be transported by family members without concern that
onlookers will know the true nature of the contents of the
desiccation vessel 440. In addition, once the desiccation
vessel 440 reaches its destination, it may be easily lifted
from the vehicle and placed in another memorial suite
located in a town to which a family has relocated. Alter-
natively, the desiccation vessel 440 may be buried in the
ground of a cemetery located in such a town. As a result
of its overall shape, multiple desiccation vessels 440 may
be stored within the storage vaults 412a and 412b in a
manner that makes best use of limited available space
therein.

[0075] Although the desiccation vessel 440 is most
preferably made of aluminum or aluminum alloys, it is
also within the scope of the invention to provide desic-
cation vessels comprising other metals and alloys there-
of,including titanium and its alloys, and iron and its alloys.
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Polymers having sufficient corrosion resistance and du-
rability are also suitable.

[0076] The end cap 476 is arranged for attachment to
the open end 468 of the desiccation vessel 440 utilizing
any suitable hardware, e.g., flange bolts 492 and corre-
sponding nuts to enable tight attachment of the end cap
476 to the body 464 to provide an airtight seal within the
desiccation vessel 440 for keeping ambient air and mois-
ture out of the desiccation vessel 440 and for containing
odor-causing gases and fluids associated with decay
within the interment vessel 440. This manner of attach-
ment of the end cap 476 to the body 464 is a clear ad-
vancement over the traditional casket which is merely a
box-shaped vessel with a lid that is hingedly attached at
one side only. Due to this manner of tight attachment, in
combination with the flattened top and bottom surfaces,
and its being fabricated of lightweight materials, the des-
iccation vessel 440 of the present invention is better suit-
ed forlong-distance shipping by any suitable means such
as by airplane, train, truck, or car. This is in comparison
to the traditional casket which is not suited for such long-
distance transport.

[0077] Referring now to Fig. 12, the remains of a de-
cedent housed within the sealed desiccation vessel 440
ofthe presentinvention naturally decomposes, and odor-
causing gases accumulate. To remove these accumu-
lated gases, the end cap 476 of the desiccation vessel
440 is provided with supply and return hose fittings 496a
and 496b, respectively. The supply and return hose fit-
tings 496a and 496b may be provided with shut-off valves
(not shown) to preclude the passage of conditioned air
and accumulated gases therethrough. The supply and
return hose fittings 496a and 496b are arranged to con-
nect with supply and return hoses 500a, 500b, respec-
tively, extending from an HVAC unit 504. In this manner,
conditioned air may be circulated through the desiccation
vessel 440. The end cap 476 is also provided with an
automatic pressure relief valve 508, a manual pressure
relief valve 512, a pressure gauge 516, and carrying han-
dles 520. The automatic pressure relief valve 508 is op-
erable to allow for the escape of accumulated decompo-
sition gases from within the desiccation vessel 440 and
is designed or set to open at a predetermined pressure
to protect the desiccation vessel 440 from being subject-
ed to pressures that exceed design limits.

[0078] The manual pressure relief valve 512 is also
provided to allow for the escape of accumulated decom-
position gases in the event of a failure of the automatic
pressure relief valve 508. The pressure gauge 516 is
provided to measure and display pressure within the des-
iccation vessel 440, and to enable service personnel to
take preemptive action in case the display pressure ex-
ceeds a predetermined level. The carrying handles 520
are provided to facilitate placement and removal of the
desiccation vessel 440 within the shelving structure 432,
and to facilitate handling during transportation of the des-
iccation vessel 440.

[0079] Itshould be understood thatalthough the supply
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and return hose fittings 496a, 496b, the automatic pres-
sure relief valve 508, the manual pressure relief valve
512, and the pressure gauge 508 are shown disposed
on the end cap 476, these components could be placed
onto the vessel body 464 without departing from the
scope of the invention.

[0080] The HVAC unit 504 is preferably configured to
maintain conditions within the desiccation vessel 440
which are conducive to desiccation of remains of a de-
cedent to be housed therein. The HVAC unit 504 is con-
figured to supply air into desiccation vessel 440 through
supply hose 500a and supply hose fitting 496a. Prefer-
ably, the HVAC unit 504 adjusts the temperature, pres-
sure and/or humidity of the air being supplied to the des-
iccation vessel 440 to accelerate desiccation relative to
ambient conditions. In certain embodiments, the air is
supplemented with other gases, vapors and/or suspend-
ed particulates, which aid in desiccation, masking odors,
etc.

[0081] In certain embodiments, return hose 500b con-
veys gases from return hose fitting 496b of desiccation
vessel 440 to HVAC unit 504 for gas separation, dehu-
midification, heating and/or cooling prior to being re-
turned to the desiccation vessel 440 and/or to the atmos-
phere.

[0082] In alternative embodiments, pipes are used in
place of hoses. Thus, the fittings on the desiccation ves-
sel may be more generally referred to as a supply fitting
for receiving gases into the desiccation vessel from a
hose, pipe or other means of conveyance and a return
fitting for emitting exhaust from the desiccation vessel to
a hose, pipe or other mean of conveyance.

[0083] As best shown in Fig. 12, a single desiccation
vessel 440 is shown connected to a single HVAC unit
504. However, as best shown in Figs. 13 and 14, a single
HVAC unit 504 may be connected to multiple desiccation
vessels 440 within the shelving structure 432 through an
array of supply and return pipes 524 and 528, respec-
tively. As best shown in Fig. 14, a single HVAC unit 504
is shown placed at the far end of the service corridor 456
opposite the service doorway 460, and is shown con-
nected to an array of supply pipes 524 arranged to extend
vertically and/or horizontally across the shelving struc-
ture 432 of storage vault 412b to deliver conditioned air
from the HVAC unit 504 through supply hosefittings 496a
to each of the desiccation vessels 440 housed within the
shelving structure 432. The manually-actuated shut-off
valves (not shown) provided on the supply and return
hose fittings 496a and 496b, respectively, may be turned
to the open or closed positions to selectively permit or
preclude conditioned air from entering a particular des-
iccation vessel 440. Likewise, exhaust gas comprising
air and, e.g., gases associated with decay, such as car-
bon dioxide, methane and hydrogen sulfide, is conveyed
away from the desiccation vessel 440 through the return
hose fitting 496b and through an array of return pipes
528, and is re-circulated through the HVAC unit 504. The
supply and return pipes, 524 and 528, respectively, may
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be of a rigid, straight configuration, or alternatively may
be flexible, such as flexible hoses, or some other con-
nection option. Alternatively, rather than recirculating the
exhaust gas from the desiccation vessel 440, it can be
vented to an area outside of the memorial suite 400
through a duct system (not shown). Another HVAC unit
(not shown) may be situated at another location within
the service corridor 456 for connecting to the desiccation
vessels 440 located within the storage vault 412a.
[0084] In this manner, service personnel having ac-
cess to the HVAC units 504 and desiccation vessels 440
through the service doorway 460 and service corridor
456 and may activate and de-activate the HVAC unit 504
in accordance with a predetermined schedule to circulate
air through the desiccation vessels 440 and encourage
natural desiccation of the remains of a decedent stored
therein. In alternative embodiments, control of the HVAC
unit 504 to adjust conditions with the desiccation vessels
440 is automated. Utilizing this system, it is anticipated
that a human body will become completely desiccated
within six months to a year or sooner, depending upon
the size and weight of the body.

[0085] It can be appreciated that different desiccation
vessels 440 stored within the same shelving structure
432 may contain human remains that are in different stag-
es of desiccation. Some desiccation vessels 440 may
contain human remains that are completely desiccated
and no longer requiring air recirculation as described
above, while other desiccation vessels 440 may contain
human remains that are in the early stages of the desic-
cation process and requiring air recirculation to remove
odors, gases or fluids associated with decay. In desicca-
tion vessels where recirculation is no longer required,
service personnel may close the shut-off valves provided
on the supply and return hose fittings 496a and 496b to
preclude any further passage of conditioned air there-
through. This process can also be automated by, e.g.,
monitoring the pressure within the desiccation vessels
and/or detecting a concentration of at least one sub-
stance associated with decay of the body, such as meth-
ane, hydrogen sulfide, ammonia, cadaverine and/or pu-
trescine.

[0086] The description herein is intended to illustrate
possible implementations of the present invention and is
not restrictive. While this disclosure has been made in
connection with specific forms and embodiments thereof,
it will be appreciated that various modifications other than
those discussed above may be resorted to without de-
parting from the spirit or scope of the claimed invention.
Such variations, modifications, and alternatives will be-
come apparent to the skilled artisan upon review of the
disclosure. For example, certain features may be used
independently of other features, and in certain cases,
particular locations of elements or sequence of method
steps may be reversed or interposed, all without depart-
ing from the spirit or scope of the invention as defined
herein. The scope of the claimed invention should there-
fore be determined with reference to the description
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above along with their full range of equivalents.

Claims
1. An interment system, comprising:

(a) at least one desiccation vessel for storing
remains of a decedent who has not been cre-
mated, wherein the at least one desiccation ves-
sel is an air-tight enclosure comprising:

(i) a supply fitting;

(ii) a return fitting;

(iii) at least one pressure relief valve; and
(iv) a pressure gauge;

(b) a plurality of memorial suites configured to
house the at least one desiccation vessel,
wherein a first memorial suite of the plurality of
memorial suites is located above ground in a
first building and a second memorial suite of the
plurality of memorial suites is located above
ground in a second building which is located re-
motely from the first building, wherein each of
the plurality of memorial suites comprises:

(i) a floor, a ceiling, and at least one wall
defining an interior space;

(i) a storage area located within a first por-
tion of said interior space and comprising at
least one receptacle configured to receive
the at least one desiccation vessel;
(iii)aliving area located within a second por-
tion of said interior space;

(iv) a vertically-oriented tribute wall separat-
ing said storage area from said living area,
said tribute wall being configured to display
information about the at least one decedent
whose remains are contained or will be con-
tained within the at least one desiccation
vessel within the storage area; and

(v) an HVAC unit, which is in selective fluid
communication with the at least one desic-
cation vessel through the supply fitting and
the return fitting, and is configured to adjust
at least one of a temperature, a pressure
and a humidity within the at least one des-
iccation vessel to adjust a rate of desicca-
tion of the remains of the decedent within
the at least one desiccation vessel; and

(c) a processor linked to the plurality of memorial
suites and to at least one data storage device
configured to store data related to the at least
one decedent, wherein the processor is config-
ured to register a location of the at least one
desiccation vessel within the plurality of memo-
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rial suites and to display the data within the plu-
rality of memorial suites only on the tribute wall
associated with the location registered by the
processor,

wherein the at least one desiccation vessel is suffi-
ciently light, durable, and air-tight such that the at
least one desiccation vessel with the decedent con-
tained therein can be sanitarily transported from the
first memorial suite to the second memorial suite in
a vehicle without being isolated from a driver of the
vehicle, and the processor is configured to update
the location of the at least one desiccation vessel
from the first memorial suite to the second memorial
suite.

The interment system of claim 1, wherein the at least
one desiccation vessel is sized to enclose an intact
human corpse in a supine position.

The interment system of claim 1, wherein the atleast
one desiccation vessel comprises a releasably se-
cured end cap for permitting access to contents
therein, and on which are provided the supply fitting,
the return fitting, an automatic pressure relief valve,
a manual pressure relief valve and the pressure
gauge.

The interment system of claim 1, wherein the at least
one desiccation vessel has a rounded rectangular
cross-section.

The interment system of claim 1, wherein the at least
one desiccation vessel comprises aluminum.

The interment system of claim 1, wherein the at least
onedesiccation vessel further comprises atleastone
of a radio frequency identification tag and a GPS
tracking device configured to identify the location of
the at least one desiccation vessel to the processor.

The interment system of claim 1, wherein the at least
onedesiccation vessel further comprises alocal data
storage device configured to store local data regard-
ing the at least one desiccation vessel and the de-
cedenttherein, and to upload and download the local
data without opening the at least one desiccation
vessel.

The interment system of claim 1, wherein each of
the first building and the second building is arranged
as a condominium, each said memorial suite therein
is individually owned, and common area of the con-
dominium is jointly owned and managed collectively
through a condominium association.

The interment system of claim 1, wherein at least
one of the first building and the second building con-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

15

EP 3 907 352 A1

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

28

tains a plurality of receptacles for receiving desicca-
tion vessels containing decedents sharing a com-
mon affinity, and the tribute wall is configured to dis-
play information from the at least one data storage
device about the decedents sharing the common af-
finity.

The interment system of claim 1, wherein the proc-
essor is configured to permit access to the data only
to authorized users within the plurality of memorial
suites or off-site via a network.

The interment system of claim 1, wherein the HVAC
unit is configured to selectively provide a negative
pressure in the at least one desiccation vessel prior
to being moved to reduce a probability of excess
pressure being relieved by gas exhaust through an
automatic pressure relief valve in transit.

The interment system of claim 1, wherein the HVAC
unit is configured to adjust at least one of the tem-
perature, the pressure and the humidity within the at
least one desiccation vessel to accelerate desicca-
tion of the remains of the decedent within the at least
one desiccation vessel.

The interment system of claim 1, wherein the HVAC
unit is configured to inject into the at least one des-
iccation vessel through the supply fitting air plus at
least one additive selected from the group consisting
of a desiccant and a deodorant.

The interment system of claim 1, further comprising
control electronics configured to modify output from
the HVAC unit in response to a condition detected
within the at least one desiccation vessel, wherein
the conditionis pressure or a concentration of atleast
one substance selected from the group consisting
of methane, hydrogen sulfide, ammonia, cadaverine
and putrescine.
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