EP 3 919 403 A1

(19) Europdisches

Patentamt

European
Patent Office
Office européen

des brevets

(11) EP 3919 403 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication:
08.12.2021 Bulletin 2021/49

(21) Application number: 21169616.6

(22) Date of filing: 21.04.2021

(51) IntCl.:
B65D 5/22 (2006.01) B65D 5/50 (2006.07)
B65D 5/54 (2006.01) B65D 5/44 (2006.07)

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AL ATBE BG CH CY CZDE DKEE ES FIFRGB
GRHRHUIEISITLILTLULVMC MKMT NL NO
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States:
BA ME
Designated Validation States:
KH MA MD TN

(30) Priority: 04.06.2020 PCT/CN2020/094300
28.08.2020 US 202017005737
25.12.2020 PCT/CN2020/139286

(71) Applicants:
» Citadel Casing Ltd
1110 Tortola (VG)

* Cheng, Lewis Ka Hang
1110 Tortola (VG)

(72) Inventors:

* CHENG, Lewis Ka Hang

Road Town, 1110 Tortola (VG)
* RUMSAM, Douglas

Road Town, 1110 Tortola (VG)
e LESNE, Timothee

Road Town, 1110 Tortola (VG)
« WONG, Andy

Road Town, 1110 Tortola (VG)

(74) Representative: Boult Wade Tennant LLP

Salisbury Square House
8 Salisbury Square
London EC4Y 8AP (GB)

(54) FOLDING TAMPER-PROOF CASE WITH REINFORCING INSERTS

(67)  The disclosed systems and methods relate to
improved tamper-proof cases for securely storing and
shipping products. A case can include a back panel, two
sidewalls, an upper foldable section, and a lower foldable
section. The features of the case can be manufactured
on a single sheet of material. The upper and lower fold-
able sections include panels having apertures for holding
the top and bottom of a product, respectively. The upper
foldable section includes one or more fasteners that se-
cures the upper foldable section to the sidewalls. Once
secured, the products cannot be removed from the case
without showing evidence of the removal. The case sys-
tems can also include one or more inserts, for example
an upper insert and a lower insert, to provide additional
structural support to the case and protection for the prod-
ucts stored therein.
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Description
CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims priority to PCT Applica-
tion No. PCT/CN2020/094300, having an international
filing date of 04 June 2020, to U.S. Patent Application
No 17/005,737, filed 28 August 2020, and to PCT Appli-
cation No. PCT/CN2020/139286 having an international
filing date of 25 December 2020, each of which are herein
incorporated by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] Aspects of the present disclosure relate to an
improved case or portions thereof for shipping and stor-
ing various products, including bottled liquids, and, more
particularly, for improving the storage, transport, and pro-
tection of products such as beverage bottles.

BACKGROUND

[0003] Wine and other beverage producers commonly
use rectangular cases made of either wood or cardboard
to transport bottles. These cases comprise internal com-
partments separated by wood, cardboard, plastic, or
foam to provide a certain level of protection for the bottles
inside. After the bottles are placed within the cases, the
cases are closed and set out for shipment to the whole-
saler, retailer, or customer. These closed cases of bottles
present several problems due to the inherent flaws of the
case designs. Forexample, a wholesaler, retailer, or cus-
tomer may have difficulties viewing the contents of the
case, determining if someone has tampered with the con-
tents of the case, displaying the contents of the case, or
any combination of these limitations.

[0004] Ordinarily, to view the contents within a bottle
case, each individual bottle must be removed from the
case. The handling of each bottle creates an opportunity
to damage the bottle. Since each bottle in the case can
be removed, a fraudster could also tamper with the con-
tents of the bottle case. For example, someone inspect-
ing the bottles can replace a bottle, or the liquid therein,
with a different, less-valuable product. Finally, current
methods do not provide an aesthetic system for display-
ing the bottles. The wooden case, for example, requires
tools to wedge open the lid, which can be easily damaged
when being pried apart from the body of the case. What
isneeded, therefore, is a system that prevents tampering,
provides bottle viewability, provides protection for the
bottles, and maintains an aesthetic form for displaying
the bottles.

SUMMARY
[0005] Embodimentsofthe presentdisclosure address

these concerns as well as other needs that will become
apparent upon reading the description below in conjunc-
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tion with the drawings. Briefly described, aspects of the
present disclosure relate to animproved case or portions
thereof for shipping and storing various products, includ-
ing bottled liquids, and, more particularly, for improving
the storage, transport, and protection of products such
as beverage bottles.

[0006] One aspect of the present disclosure provides
a tamper-proof case and method of use. The case can
be manufactured as a single sheet of material. A plurality
of features can be formed into the single sheet, e.g., a
flat and coplanar carboard sheet, such that the case can
be folded from an open, flat configuration to a closed
configuration for storing bottles or other products.
[0007] The case can include a back panel, two side-
walls, an upper foldable section, and a lower foldable
section. The upper foldable section and lower foldable
section can include several panels foldably connected to
one another, for example along a crease or perforation
line in the material. The upper foldable section can in-
clude a top panel, an upper front panel facing toward the
customer, and an upper holder panel, for example. The
upper holder panel can include apertures for holding a
first end of the product in the case, such as the neck of
a bottle. The lower foldable section can include a bottom
panel, a lower front panel facing toward the customer,
and a lower holder panel, for example. The lower holder
panel can include apertures for holding the second end
of the product in the case, such as the heel of a bottle.
[0008] The case can include a fastener on the upper
foldable section. The fastener can include adhesive,
tamper-evident tape, and/or another mechanical fasten-
er. An example mechanical fastener described herein
includes a foldable tuck-tab fastener. The folding tabs on
the tuck-tab fastener can be pinched inwardly and insert-
ed into fastener openings in the sidewalls. Once the fas-
tener is secure, the case can be permanently secured
such that the products cannot be removed from the case
without the case showing evidence of the removal.
[0009] Additional foldable sections or panels are also
described herein to increase the structural integrity and
security of the case. A top flap and a bottom flap that
provide support at the corners of the case are described.
The top flap and the bottom flap can abut the back panel
and run alongside the sidewalls. The top flap can also
include a fastener opening that meets with the fastener
opening in the sidewall and accepts the foldable fastener.
[0010] The case can also include a tamper-proofing
tear strip thatenables an end user to remove the contents
of the case. The tear strip can be located on the upper
holder panel proximate the apertures for holding the first
end of the product. Once the tear strip is torn, a portion
of the upper aperture can be removed to enable the prod-
uct to be pulled outwardly from the apertures. The tear
strip can also be positioned on the opposite end of the
case, such that the tear strip is located proximate the
lower apertures holding the second end of the product.
A tear corner can be placed at an opening section of the
case, forexample on the upper front panel near a fastener
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tab that includes one of the foldable fasteners. The tear
corner can form the front corner of the case, and can
include a perforation line that can be broken to open the
upper front panel with respect to the fastener tab. The
fastener tab (and thus fastener) can remain intact after
the tear corner is torn, and evidence of opening can be
provided by the torn tear corner. The cases can also in-
clude a secondary fastener tear strip located near the
fastener on the fastener tab. For example, the fastener
tear strip can be used in addition to the tear corner such
that the entire fastener tab can be torn from the case,
and the upper front panel can be hinged upon to access
the tops of the bottles once the fastener tab is removed.
The faster tear strip can also be provided instead of the
tear corner, and the fastener tear strip alone can be used
to evidence if someone tries to pull out the fastener when
the case is in a closed configuration.

[0011] The case can include one or more folding in-
serts, for example an upperinsertand a lower insert, that
can be added to the tops and bottoms of the case to
provide additional protection to the contents of the case.
The inserts can be die cut from a flat sheet of material
and folded into a closed configuration. The inserts can
include insert apertures that are sized, shaped, and po-
sitioned to match upper and lower apertures in the upper
holder panel and lower holder panel, respectively.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

[0012] Reference now will be made to the accompa-
nying figures, which are not necessarily drawn to scale,
and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a top view of an unfolded case in an open
configuration, according to some embodiments of
the present disclosure;

FIG. 2Ais afrontview of an example case in a closed
configuration, according to some embodiments of
the present disclosure;

FIG. 2B is a perspective view of an example case in
a closed configuration, according to some embodi-
ments of the present disclosure;

FIGs. 3A and 3B are perspective views of a case in
an open configuration, according to some embodi-
ments of the present disclosure;

FIGs. 4A-4M depict an example process of packag-
ing a bottle within an example case, according to
some embodiments of the present disclosure;
FIGs. 5A-5l depict example steps and mechanisms
to release a product from a closed case, according
to some embodiments of the present disclosure;
FIGs. 6A-6D are perspective views of a case being
positioned within an outer box, according to some
embodiments of the present disclosure;

FIGs. 7A-7J are perspective views of an example
lower insert insertable within the case to add support
to the lower foldable section, according to some em-
bodiments of the present disclosure;
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FIGs. 8A-8D depict an example process for adding
a lower insert to a case, according to some embod-
iments of the present disclosure;

FIGs. 9A-9F are perspective views of an example
upperinsertinsertable within the case to add support
to the upper foldable section, according to some em-
bodiments of the present disclosure;

FIGs. 10A-10D depict an example process for add-
ing an upper insert to a case, according to some
embodiments of the present disclosure;

FIGs. 11A-11G depict an example process of en-
closing bottles within a tamper-proof case, according
to some embodiments of the present disclosure; and
FIGs. 12A-12N depict an example case with upper
and lower foldable sections and no sidewalls, ac-
cording to some embodiments of the present disclo-
sure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0013] Thepresentdisclosure can be understood more
readily by reference to the following detailed description
of exemplary embodiments and the examples included
herein. Before the exemplary embodiments of the devic-
es and methods according to the present disclosure are
disclosed and described, it is to be understood that em-
bodiments are not limited to those described within this
disclosure. Numerous modifications and variations
therein will be apparent to those skilled in the art and
remain within the scope of the disclosure. It is also to be
understood that the terminology used herein is for de-
scribing specific embodiments only and is not intended
to be limiting. Some embodiments of the disclosed tech-
nology will be described more fully hereinafter with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings. This disclosed
technology may, however, be embodied in many different
forms and should not be construed as limited to the em-
bodiments set forth therein.

[0014] In the following description, numerous specific
details are set forth. But it is to be understood that em-
bodiments of the disclosed technology may be practiced
without these specific details. In other instances, well-
known methods, structures, and techniques have not
been shown in detail in order not to obscure an under-
standing of this description. References to "one embod-
iment," "an embodiment," "example embodiment,”
"some embodiments," "certain embodiments," "various
embodiments," etc., indicate that the embodiment(s) of
the disclosed technology so described may include a par-
ticular feature, structure, or characteristic, but not every
embodiment necessarily includes the particular feature,
structure, or characteristic. Further, repeated use of the
phrase "in one embodiment" does not necessarily refer
to the same embodiment, although it may.

[0015] Unless otherwise noted, the terms used herein
are to be understood according to conventional usage
by those of ordinary skill in the relevant art. In addition
to any definitions of terms provided below, it is to be un-
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derstood that as used in the specification and in the
claims, "a" or "an" can mean one or more, depending
upon the context in which itis used. Throughout the spec-
ification and the claims, the following terms take at least
the meanings explicitly associated herein, unless the
context clearly dictates otherwise. The term "or" is in-
tended to mean an inclusive "or." Further, the terms "a,"
"an," and "the" are intended to mean one or more unless
specified otherwise or clear from the context to be direct-
ed to a singular form.

[0016] Unless otherwise specified, the use of the ordi-
nal adjectives "first," "second," "third," etc., to describe a
common object, merely indicate that different instances
of like objects are being referred to and are not intended
to imply that the objects so described must be in a given
sequence, either temporally, spatially, in ranking, or in
any other manner.

[0017] Also, in describing the exemplary embodi-
ments, terminology will be resorted to for the sake of clar-
ity. Itis intended that each term contemplates its broadest
meaning as understood by those skilled in the art and
includes all technical equivalents that operate in a similar
manner to accomplish a similar purpose.

[0018] To facilitate an understanding of the principles
and features of the embodiments of the present disclo-
sure, exemplary embodiments are explained hereinafter
with reference to their implementation in an illustrative
embodiment. Such illustrative embodiments are not,
however, intended to be limiting.

[0019] The materials described hereinafter as making
up the various elements of the embodiments of the
present disclosure are intended to be illustrative and not
restrictive. Many suitable materials that would perform
the same or a similar function as the materials described
herein are intended to be embraced within the scope of
the example embodiments. Such other materials not de-
scribed herein can include, but are not limited to, mate-
rials that are developed after the time of the development
of the disclosed technology, for example.

[0020] Reference numbers throughout the figures that
are underlined indicate that a particular panel or object
is being referred to. For example, an underlined "202" in
the figures refers to the panel (e.g., the upper holder pan-
el) being described.

[0021] Embodiments of the disclosed technology in-
clude a tamper-proof case for storing and transporting
bottles of wine. In various embodiments, a tamper-proof
case can provide improvements to protecting the integrity
of the bottled wine, as well as features that allow a user
to more easily use the wine case. A tamper-proof bottle
case according to the present disclosure can be used by
wine manufacturers to package bottles of wine and also
can be used by consumers to store the wine bottles at
home or to transport the bottles.

[0022] Throughout this disclosure, certain embodi-
ments are described in exemplary fashion in relation to
storing and transporting bottles of wine. But embodi-
ments of the disclosed technology are not so limited. In
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some embodiments, the disclosed techniques may be
effective in storing and transporting bottles or containers
of many other types of liquids. For example, and not lim-
itation, the upper and lower apertures, as will be de-
scribed herein, can be configured for spirit bottles, beer
bottles, water bottles, cosmetic bottles, and other bottles
having different shapes and sizes. It will also be under-
stood that the tamper-proof cases described herein can
be configured to store products other than bottles, such
as toys, electronics, or any other product.

[0023] Various devices and methods are disclosed for
providing and using a tamper-proof case, and exemplary
embodiments of the devices and methods will now be
described with reference to the accompanying figures.
FIG. 1 is a top view of an unfolded case 100 in an open
configuration, according to some embodiments of the
presentdisclosure. As can be seen in the figure, a benefit
of the present systems and methods is that a complete
case 100 for storing and transporting items can be con-
structed from a single sheet of material. Referring to FIG.
2A for illustration, the example case 100 is in a closed
configuration and is storing bottles 500. In FIG. 2A, each
bottle 500 (three bottles in the example) is secured in the
closed case. The example shown in FIG. 2A can be fold-
ed into this final, closed configuration from a single, co-
planar sheet of material similar to the one showninFIG. 1.
[0024] Referring again to FIG. 1, a case 100 can in-
clude a back panel 102, a first sidewall 104, a second
sidewall 106, an upper foldable section 200, and a lower
foldable section 300. When the upper foldable section
200, the lower foldable section 300, the first sidewall 104,
and the second sidewall 106 are in their open configura-
tions, as shown in the figure, each feature can be sub-
stantially coplanar with the back panel 102. This design
provides several benefits. A case 100 can be manufac-
tured, for example, from cutting a single sheet into a de-
sired shape. Additionally, a large quantity of cases 100
can be stacked during shipment to the end user, and the
open configuration greatly decreases the storage volume
required for empty, open cases 100.

[0025] An upper foldable section 200 can include the
various features required to store the top of an item, for
example the neck of a bottle 500. The upper foldable
section 200 can include an upper holder panel 202. The
upper holder panel 202 can include one or more upper
apertures 204 for holding one end of the items being
stored in the case 100. For example, the upper apertures
204 can be sized to hold the neck of a bottle 500. The
upper apertures 204 can be cut, stamped, etc. into the
upper holder panel 202 to create the hole for holding the
bottle 500. The upper aperture 204 can be circular if made
to hold a circular neck, for example when storing wine.
It is contemplated that the upper aperture 204 can be
modified according to the shape of the contents being
stored. A spirit bottle can be square, and the upper ap-
erture 204 can be square; an electronic device or a toy
can have any number of geometries, and the upper ap-
ertures 204 can be formed to hold those geometries. Us-
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ing a bottle as an example, the dimensions of the upper
aperture 204 can also be modified based on the dimen-
sions of the particular bottle being stored in the case 100,
since bottles can take many different shapes and sizes
(e.g., piccolo or split (187.5 ml), demi or half (375 ml),
standard (750 ml), magnum (1.5 L), double magnum (3.0
L), etc.).

[0026] The upperholderpanel202canbe foldably con-
nected to an upper front panel 206. The upper holder
panel 202 and the upper front panel 206 are separated
by a dotted line in the figure; dotted lines are used in FIG.
1 to indicate where a fold can be made. The use of the
term "foldably" herein can be understood to mean that
two features are connected but that one can be moved,
or hinged, with respect to the other. This movement can
be facilitated by providing an area in the material of the
case 100 that is creased, perforated, and/or the like. Fur-
thermore, the various "panels" herein can be described
with reference to their location or purpose on the case
100 when the case 100 is in a closed configuration. An
upper front panel 206, for example, is the panel that, once
the case 100 is closed, is facing the front of the case 100;
the upper holder panel 202 is facing toward the product
within the case 100 (e.g., the bottle) to hold the item when
the case 100 is closed. Referring to FIG. 2A for illustra-
tion, the upper front panel 206 is at the top of the closed
case 100. A "top" panel can be on the top of the case
100 in FIG. 2A; similar is true for the lower front panel,
bottom panel, and lower holder panel, which will be de-
scribed in greater detail herein.

[0027] Referring again to FIG. 1, the upper front panel
206 can be foldably connected to a top panel 208. Again,
once the upper foldable section 200 is in a closed con-
figuration, the top panel 208 can form the top of the closed
case 100. The top panel 208 can be foldably connected
to the back panel 102. Once the upper holder panel 202,
upper front panel 206, and top panel 208 are in a closed
configuration, the three panels can form a box to hold
and conceal the top of the bottle 500. Referring to FIG.
2A for illustration, the top of the case 100 comprises an
upper box 210 that holds the neck of the bottle 500. The
entirety of the upperbox 210 can be created, forexample,
by folding the upper holder panel 202 inwardly to 90° with
respect to the upper front panel 206 (i.e., perpendicular),
folding the upper front panel 206 inwardly to 90° with
respect to the top panel 208, and folding the top panel
208 inwardly 90° with respect to the back panel 102. This
final folding step will cause the upper holder panel 202
to rest 90° with respect to the back panel 102.

[0028] The upperfoldable section 200 can also include
additional panels to increase the amount of material at
the top and thus increase the protection of the bottles
and the rigidity of the case 100. These panels, referred
to as top internal supports 212,214,216,218, can extend
beyond and be foldably connected to the upper holder
panel 202. When the upper foldable section 200 is in a
closed configuration, the top internal supports
212,214,216,218 can be found inside the upper box 210
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formed by the upper holder panel 202, the upper front
panel 206, and the top panel 208. An upper box 210 with
a plurality of top internal supports 212,214,216,218 can
protect the bottles 500 within the case 100 and ensure
they donotbreak. For example, a case 100 with a plurality
of top internal supports 212,214,216,218 can be dropped
at the top corner of the case 100 from a distance of about
0.9 m without damaging the bottles therein. This is a sig-
nificant improvement over legacy cases, as many cases
use dry pulp to cover the bottles 500 to protectthem. The
present system can provide the protection without the
addition of unattractive, bulky padding like dry pulp.
[0029] The upperfoldable section 200 can include one
or more top flaps 219 extending from the top panel 208.
The top flap 219 can be folded inwardly prior to folding
the upper foldable section 200 into its closed configura-
tion. One edge of the top flap 219 can rest, or abut, the
back panel 102. The one or more top flaps 219 can pro-
vide additional structural support for the corners of the
case 100 where the sidewalls 104,106 meet with the up-
per foldable section 200. The top flap 219 can prevent
the case 100 from opening at those corners and also
provide compression support if dropped on the corner.
[0030] The first sidewall 104 and the second sidewall
106 can be folded inwardly to approximately 90° with
respect to the back panel 102, thereby forming the sides
of the case 100. The first sidewall 104 and second side-
wall 106 caninclude a first sidewall flap 108 and a second
sidewall flap 110, respectively. The first sidewall 104 and
second sidewall 106 can be folded inwardly to provide
additional side support for the case 100. In example cas-
es 100 with one or more top flaps 219 (or bottom flaps
319), the first sidewall flap 108 and/or second sidewall
flap 110 can fold over the top flaps 219, thereby sand-
wiching the top flaps 219 between respective sidewalls
104,106 and sidewall flaps 108,110. This construction
can also provide additional rigidity at the top corners of
the case 100.

[0031] The first sidewall flap 108 and/or the second
sidewall flap 110 can include one or more locking tabs
114 extending therefrom. The locking tab 114 can be an
extension of the sidewall flap 108,110 that can extend
into a respective tab slit 116 in the back panel 102. For
example, once the sidewall flaps 108,110 are folded to
the back panel 102, a locking tab 114 can extend into a
tab slit 116 to prevent the sidewall flaps 108,110 from
separating from the sidewalls 104,106 (for example like
opening a book).

[0032] A lower foldable section 300 can include the
various features required to store the bottom of an item,
for example the heel of a bottle 500. The lower foldable
section 300 can include a lower holder panel 302. The
lower holder panel 302 can be similar to the upper holder
panel 202 except that the lower holder panel 302 can
include one or more lower apertures 304 for holding the
second end of the product, e.g., the heel of the bottle
500. The lower apertures 304 can be sized according to
the shape and dimensions of the product being stored.
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[0033] Thelowerholder panel 302 can be foldably con-
nected to a lower front panel 306. The lower front panel
306 can be foldably connected to a bottom panel 308.
Once the lower foldable section 300 is in a closed con-
figuration, the bottom panel 308 can form the bottom of
the closed case 100. The bottom panel 308 can be fold-
ably connected to the back panel 102. Once the lower
holder panel 302, lower frontpanel 306, and bottom panel
308 are in a closed configuration, the three panels can
form a box to hold and conceal the bottom of the product.
Referring to FIG. 2A for illustration, the bottom of the case
100 comprises a lower box 310 that holds the bottom of
the product. The lowerbox 310 can be similar to the upper
box 210. By folding the lower foldable section 300 similar
to the upper foldable section 200, the lower holder panel
302 can rest 90° with respect to the back panel 102.
[0034] Similar to the upper foldable section 200, the
lower foldable section 300 can also include additional
panels to increase the amount of material at the bottom
and thus increase the protection to the bottles and the
rigidity of the case 100. These panels, referred to as bot-
tom internal supports 312,314,316,318 can extend be-
yond and be foldably connected to the lower holder panel
302. The bottom internal supports 312,314,316,318 can
be similar in all regards to the top internal supports
212,214,216,218 to provide drop protection at the bottom
corners of the case 100.

[0035] The lower foldable section 300 can include one
or more bottom flaps 319 extending from the bottom pan-
el 308. The bottom flap 319 can be folded inwardly prior
to folding the lower foldable section 300 into its closed
configuration. One edge of the bottom flap 319 can rest,
or abut, the back panel 102. The one or more bottom
flaps 319 can provide additional structural support for the
corners of the case 100 where the sidewalls 104,106
meet with the lower foldable section 300. The one or more
bottom flaps 319 can be similar to the top flaps 219 of
the upper foldable section 200. A sidewall flap 108,110
can be folded onto the lower holder flaps 320 in a final
closed configuration. In other examples, the case 100
caninclude one or more base flaps 112 that can be folded
over the bottom flaps 319 once the bottom flaps 319 are
abutting the back panel 102.

[0036] The lowerfoldable section 300 can also include
one or more lower holder flaps 320 extending from the
lower holder panel 302. The lower holder flaps 320 can
be folded such that, when the lower foldable section 300
is in a closed configuration, the lower holder flaps 320
are directed toward the upper foldable section 200. One
edge of the lower holder flaps 320 can rest, or abut, the
back panel 102. The lower holder flaps 320 can add ad-
ditional structural support for the case and/or provide
padding for the heel of a bottle 500. In some examples,
asidewall flap 108,110 can be folded onto the lower hold-
er flaps 320 in a final closed configuration.

[0037] In some examples, the upper foldable section
200 can include a fastener 220 to permanently lock the
case 100 when bottles 500 or other products are stored
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within the case 100. In FIG. 2A, for example, the upper
front panel 206 and the lower front panel 306 are both in
aclosed configuration and are coplanar with one another.
In this closed configuration, some example cases 100
enable the products to be stored such that they cannot
be removed from the case 100 without evidence of such
removal. As described above, legacy storage systems
did not provide evidence of such tampering-a bottle 500
or other product could be removed from the case and the
contents of the bottle 500 could be altered. In the case
of wine bottles, this is a significant limitation, as someone
can easily remove an expensive bottle and replace it with
aless valuable bottle or, alternatively, someone can con-
sume the contents of the bottle and replace the liquid
with less valuable wine. The present systems for storing
bottles solves this problem by providing a fastener 220
to permanently secure the bottles 500 or other products
within the case 100. Throughout this disclosure, refer-
ence to "permanent storage" or "permanent attachment”
can be understood to mean that the products cannot be
removed and replaced without showing evidence of this
tampering. The fastener 220 can be positioned on a fas-
tener tab 221 that folds around the sidewalls 104,106
when the case 100 is in a closed configuration.

[0038] The fastener 220 can include any attachment
that can secure the case 100 into a closed configuration.
This can include but is not limited to adhesive, tamper-
evident tape, and/or a mechanical fastener. Tamper-ev-
ident tape can include any tape known in the art that can
be used to indicate whether the tape has been removed,
broken, or cut. For example, tamper-evident tape can
include wording that prohibits the tape from being rea-
ligned and reattached once removed. Tamper-evident
tape can include language similar to "check contents if
seal is broken" and the like. The tape can also include
labels that evidence the opening of the case 100 if broken
or torn.

[0039] A number of mechanical fasteners can also be
used to permanently secure the case 100. Referring
again to FIG. 1, a fastener 220 can include a tuck tab as
shown in the figure. The tuck-tab fastener 220 includes
one or more folding tabs 222 that can be pinched inward
and inserted into a fastener opening (e.g., a slit or hole,
as shown in the example as fastener opening 224a,b,c).
Once inside the fastener opening 224a,b,c, the one or
more folding tabs 222 can expand to lock the fastener
220 into place. FIGs. 41-4M show the steps of using an
example tuck-tab fastener 220 to secure a case 100. In
some examples, the fastener opening can be disposed
on the sidewalls 104,106 (e.g., fastener opening 224a).
When a case 100 includes a sidewall flap 108,110, the
sidewall flap 108,110 can include a fastener opening
(e.g., fastener opening 224b) that meets with the first
fastener opening 224a once the sidewall flap 108,110 is
folded inward. When a case 100 includes one or more
top flaps 219, the one or more top flaps 219 can include
a fastener opening (e.g., fastener opening 224c) that
meets with the first fastener opening 224a and/or second
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fastener opening 224b once the top flap 219 is folded
inward. The inclusion of multiple fastener openings
224a,b,c can increase the stability and strength of the
case 100 when a fastener 220 is inserted into each of
the fastener openings 224a,b,c.

[0040] Another mechanical fastener 220 can include a
tab extending from the fastener tab 221 that includes
shaped card, which is shaped like an arrow that can pass
in only one direction through a fastener opening 224a,b,c.
In other examples, the mechanical fastener 220 can in-
clude securing a tab extending from the upper front panel
206 to the sidewalls 104,106 with a stapleless staple
technique. The stapleless staple technique punctures a
first portion of the material being stapled, folds that first
portion over on top of the non-punctured portion of the
material, and then tucks the first portion under a slit to
hold the material (or multiple layers of material) together.
Other mechanical fasteners are contemplated, including
but not limited to rivets, staples, and the like.

[0041] The material for the single-piece case 100 can
include cardboard, corrugated cardboard, greyboard, pa-
per, fiber pulp (including paper pulp) and/or the like or
any combinations thereof. As described above, the sev-
eral panels described herein can be foldably connected
to any adjacent panel. To this end, the material can be
sufficiently flexible to enable the folding of the panels. It
is also contemplated that the various panels can be a
more rigid material, such as wood and the like, and each
panel can be foldably attached via a hinge. An example
hinge can include a fabric hinge and/or a metal hinge,
including but not limited to a butt hinge, a case hinge, a
bi-fold hinge, a piano hinge, and the like.

[0042] The case 100 can also be manufactured from
fiber that includes natural biomass materials. It is also
contemplated that the materials used for a bottle case
100 can take advantage of the raw resources found at
the bottling facilities. For example, wine bottlers may
have an excess of biomass byproduct created from the
winemaking process. This biomass byproduct can in-
clude vine clippings, leftover grape seeds, and leftover
grape skins. A spirit bottler may, for example, have left-
over barley, rye, sugarcane, or other fermentation by-
products. Therefore, it is contemplated the bottle case
100 may take advantage of this excess biomass. In some
embodiments, the recycled cardboard can include waste
from the liquid manufacturing processes, including but
not limited to vine clippings, grape seeds, grape skins,
barley, rye, and/or sugarcane. The percentage of natural
biomass that is included into the fiber product can be
20% or more of the recycled product, e.g., vine waste.
The case 100 can also include synthetic polymers, e.g.,
plastics, and/or a combination of synthetic polymers and
natural materials. Any of the materials described can also
include recycled materials.

[0043] As will be described in greater detail below, the
case 100 can include features that indicate if a potential
fraudster has tampered with the case, for example by
trying to pry open the fastener 220 of the case 100 or
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any other section of the case. To alert a customer to such
tampering, perforations, tearable corners, and the like
can be used to enable the contents of the case 100 to
be removed, yet prevent the case 100 from being re-
closed without evidence of opening the case 100. One
such tamper-preventing feature can include perforation
lines at locations where two panels or tabs fold with re-
spect to each other. As described above, foldable can
be understood to mean that two features are connected
but that one can be moved, or hinged, with respect to the
other. The connection between these foldable sections
can be perforated such that, if force is applied to that
section of the case 100, the perforation can be broken.
An example of this is shown in FIG. 1 at perforated fold
line 450 positioned between each sidewall 104,106 and
the base flaps 112. As will be described below with ref-
erence to FIGs. 4D and 5G, positioning a perforated fold
line 450 at this location can prevent the fraudster from
prying the lower front panel 306 downward such that the
contents of the case 100 are pulled from the upper ap-
ertures 204 to a degree such that they can be removed
from the case. If the lower front panel 306 is pulled down
with a certain amount of force, the perforated fold line
450 can tear, thus evidence the tampering. It should be
noted that a perforation line can be placed at other fold-
able sections, and the placement is not limited to the
connection between each sidewall 104,106 and the base
flaps 112. For example, a perforated fold line can be
placed between the top flap(s) 219 and the top panel
208, between the upper front panel 206 and the fastener
tab 221 (described below as tear corner 280), between
the lower holder panel 302 and the lower holder flaps
320, between the bottom panel 308 and the bottom flap(s)
319, and/or any other foldable section or combinations
of foldable sections. Various additional embodiments of
tamper-preventing features are described below.
[0044] FIG. 2Ais a front view of an example case 100,
according to some embodiments of the present disclo-
sure. The example case 100 is shown storing three bot-
tles, which is in accordance with the present disclosure.
However, the case 100 is not limited to three bottles 500.
For example, the case can be modified to include any
bottle shape or quantity, including one bottle or any larger
quantity.

[0045] The case 100 can be manufactured such that,
once the bottles 500 are inserted into the case 100 and
the panels are all in their closed configuration, the bottles
500 therein can be separated (i.e., raised) from the back
panel 102 a certain distance. In other words, the bottles
500 can be suspended and supported only by the upper
apertures 204 and lower apertures 304. The distance of
separation between the bottle 500 and the back panel
102 can depend on the bottle 500 being stored. For ex-
ample, a heavier bottle (e.g., double magnum (3L)) may
require more separation than a single bottle (0.75L). If
the case 100 impacts the ground, considering inertia for
example, a larger bottle may move more in the upper
apertures 204 and/or lower apertures 304 than a smaller
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bottle. As a non-limiting example, the bottles 500 can be
separated from the back panel 102 by a distance of about
0.5 cm to about 1.5 cm.

[0046] In afully closed configuration, as shownin FIG.
2A, the upper front panel 206 and lower front panel 306
(both facing toward the customer) can define an obser-
vation window 400. For example, a bottom edge 230 of
the upper front panel 206 can define the top of an obser-
vation window 400, and a top edge 330 of the lower front
panel 306 can define the bottom of the observation win-
dow 400. The observation window 400 enables a view
of the bottle 500 without removing the bottle 500 from
the case 100. As described above, previous systems for
storing and transporting bottles included wood or ordi-
nary cardboard cases. To view the bottles 500 within
these previous designs, the bottles 500 had to be re-
moved from the case. The present design enables cus-
tomers and industry stakeholders to quickly and easily
access and read labels on the bottle 500, ensure the
contents are correct, and apply additional labels to the
bottle 500 if necessary. This can solve the issue of bot-
tlenecks in the supply chain by speeding up the quality
control inspection process while also dramatically im-
proving the customer experience.

[0047] The dimensions of an observation window 400
can be customized based on the size of the one or more
bottles 500 being stored in the case 100. The bottom
edge 230 can be designed such that the upper front panel
206 does not obscure a view of the level of the liquid
within the bottle 500. Consider, for example, a bottle 500
comprising wine. The bottom edge 230 can be positioned
such that the upper front panel 206 does not extend over
the top level of the wine. This can enable a customer to
view the bottle to make sure that no liquid has been re-
moved from the bottle 500. Insome examples, the bottom
edge 230 can extend from about 3.0 cm to about 6.0 cm
from the top of the bottle 500. When the upper foldable
section 200 includes top internal supports
212,214,216,218 forming the upperbox 210, the distance
from the bottom edge 230 to the top panel 208 can be
greater, for example from about 3.0 cm to about 8.0 cm.
Similarly, it is contemplated that the top edge 330 of the
lower front panel 306 does not obscure bottle labels. In
some examples, the top edge 330 can extend from about
2.0 cm to about 5.0 cm from the bottom of the bottle 500.
When the lower foldable section 300 includes bottom in-
ternal supports 312,314,316,318 forming the lower box
310, the distance from the top edge 330 to the bottom
panel 308 can be greater, for example from about 2.0 cm
to about 8.0 cm. The upper front panel 206 and the lower
front panel 306 also have the additional benefit of pro-
viding a surface branding on the case 100. For example,
an example height of from about 4.0 cm to about 8.0 cm
can provide a large flat surface for brand labels.

[0048] In some examples, the case 100 can include a
lid, not shown in FIG. 2A, that slides over the entirety of
the case 100 to conceal the contents therein. This ena-
bles the present case 100 design to also serve as the
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shipping container for the bottles 500. In some examples,
the case 100 can be inserted into an exterior box or con-
tainer for shipment.

[0049] As described above, once the case 100 is in a
closed configuration and storing bottles 500 or other
products, the case 100 can be permanently sealed. This
can mean that, in order to remove any bottle 500 in the
case, the material of the case 100 may be torn or de-
stroyed-thus evidencing the tampering of the case. In
some examples, the case 100 can include features to
help facilitate the removal of the bottles 500. For example,
the upper box 210 and/or lower box 310 can include fea-
tures that help the customer open the permanently
sealed case 100. These features can include, but are not
limited to, perforation lines (e.g., tear corner 280), tear
strips (e.g., tear strip 256), and/or the like or any combi-
nation thereof. FIG. 2B is a perspective view of the ex-
ample case 100 shown in FIG. 2A.

[0050] FIGs.3Aand 3B are perspective views ofacase
in an open configuration, according to some embodi-
ments of the present disclosure. The two figures show
example reinforcement features that can be used within
a case 100 to further increase its stability and integrity.
As described above, an aim of the present disclosure is
to provide sturdy packaging to protect the product in the
case 100, even if the case 100 is dropped, for example
from above 0.9m. Certain locations on the case 100
where the products are supported can include additional
padding. For example, the case 100 can include lower
pad 350 and/or an upper pad 250. The lower pad 350
and/or upper pad 250 can be a layer of material, which
can be the same material as the case 100 or a different
material, that increases the thickness of the case 100 at
the bottom panel 308 and top panel 208, respectively.
The case 100 can include a lower aperture pad 352
and/or an upper aperture pad 252 to protect the part of
the case 100 around the lower apertures 304 and upper
apertures 204, respectively. This padding, which also can
be the same material or a different material than the case,
can provide additional support directly around the prod-
uct in the apertures 204,304. Any panel of the case can
include additional padding. The additional padding can
be secured to the case 100 using adhesive, double-sided
tape, and similar attachment mechanisms. FIG. 3A is a
partially exploded view wherein the padding is elevated
from the case 100; FIG. 3B shows the padding attached
to the case 100. It has been shown that a case 100 man-
ufactured according to the examples shown in FIGs. 3A
and 3B is able to be dropped from 0.9 m without breaking
bottles stored within the case 100. In addition, it has been
shown that a case 100 manufactured according to the
examples shown in FIGs. 3A and 3B can withstand a 10-
drop sequence, one drop for each of 10 orientations, with-
out breaking bottles stored within the case 100. These
orientations included: the most fragile corner; the short-
estedgeradiating from the drop corner; the medium edge
radiating from the drop corner; the longest edge radiating
from the drop corner; a flat surface of the case on the
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smallest face; a flat surface opposite smallest face of the
case; a flat surface on one of the medium faces; a flat
surface opposite the medium face of the case; a flat sur-
face on the largest face of the case; and a flat surface
on the opposite large face of the case. The case accord-
ing to the examples shown in FIGs. 3A and 3B is config-
ured to pass various recognized drop tests such as, for
example, the ISTA 1A drop test.

[0051] In some examples, the top flap(s) 219 and the
bottom flap(s) 319 can include hooks that enable the two
features to hook together when in the closed configura-
tion. For example, a top hook 260 on the first top flap 219
can meet with a bottom hook 360 on the bottom flap 319
when the flaps 219,319 are folded inwardly in the closed
configuration. These hooks 260,360 can enable the flaps
219,319 to engage and increase the integrity of the sides
of the case 100. This hooking mechanism can be seen
in detail in FIG. 4C.

[0052] In some examples, the case 100 can include a
tear tab 254 to help facilitate the removal of the products
within the case 100 when the case 100 is in a closed
configuration. As described above, once the case 100 is
closed, it can be permanently sealed around the prod-
ucts, e.g., bottles. A mechanism to remove the products
from the case 100 includes a tear tab 254 that can be
pulled to remove a tear strip 256 located on one of the
upper holder panel 202 or the lower holder panel 302.
Referring to the case 100 in FIG. 3B for illustration, the
tear strip 256 can be a portion of the upper holder panel
202 that can be torn from the case 100 to open (or re-
move) a portion of the upper apertures 204. The tear strip
256 can be a strip defined by perforations in the surface
of the case 100. In other examples, the tear strip 256 can
include a strip of material 258 that helps remove a portion
of the panel. For example, the strip of material 258 can
be disposed on the surface of the panel or inside the
layers of the panel. The strip of material 258 can be at-
tached to or end at the tear tab 254. When the tear tab
254 is pulled, the strip of material 258 tears along the
tear strip 256 to remove the portion of the upper holder
panel 202 or the lower holder panel 302.

[0053] To further facilitate the release of the bottles or
other products from the closed case 100, the junction
between the upper front panel 206 and the fastener tab
221 can include a tear corner 280. The tear corner 280
can include perforations or other tear lines that enable
the upper front panel 206 to separate (or hinge) with re-
spect to the upper front panel 206. This tearing and hing-
ing of the upper front panel 206 can facilitate the removal
of the upper part of the product (e.g., neck of the bottle)
from an upper aperture 204. The tear tab 254, tear strip
256, and tear corner 280 are discussed in greater detail
below with reference to FIGs. 5A-5I.

[0054] FIGs. 4A-4M depict an example process of
packaging a bottle 500 within an example case 100, ac-
cording to some embodiments of the present disclosure.
The process shown in FIGs. 4A-4M is merely exemplary
andis illustrative of a possible boxing/packaging process.
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Some example cases may include more, less, or different
features than the case 100 shown in FIGs. 4A-4M. Ad-
ditionally, and as described throughout this disclosure,
the cases 100 described herein can store and secure
products other than bottles.

[0055] In FIG. 4A, the example case 100 is provided
in an open configuration, wherein the entirety of the pack-
aging is flat, and all of the respective foldable panels are
coplanar. As described above, the case 100 can include
padding features at various panels (e.g., lower pad(s)
350, upper pad(s) 250, upper aperture pad(s) 252, lower
aperture pad(s) 352, etc.). In FIG. 4B, the upper foldable
section 200 (i.e., top panel 208, upper front panel 206,
upper holder panel 202, and a top internal support 212)
is folded inwardly and toward the back panel 102, and
the lower foldable section 300 (i.e., bottom panel 308,
lower front panel 306, lower holder panel 302) is folded
inwardly and toward the back panel 102.

[0056] In FIG. 4C, the top flaps 219 and bottom flaps
319 are folded inwardly to create sides of the case 100.
As described above, the top flap(s) 219 can include a top
hook 260 that engages with a bottom hook 360 on the
bottom flap(s) 319. Engaging the top hook 260 and the
bottom hook 360 can create a study wall along the side
of the case 100, formed by the top flaps 219 and bottom
flaps 319.

[0057] InFIG. 4D, the sidewalls 104,106 and sidewall
flaps 108,110 are folded inwardly and perpendicular to
the back panel 102. The lower holder panel 302 can also
be folded outwardly, and away from the internal cavity of
the case 100. The lower holder flaps 320 can be folded
outwardly. Once the sidewalls 104,106 are folded inward-
ly, they will abut and rest adjacent to the top flaps 219
and bottom flaps 319. Fastener openings 224a on the
sidewalls 104,106 can now align with the fastener open-
ings 224c on the top flaps 219. FIG 4D also shows an
example placement of a perforated fold line 450. As de-
scribed above, the perforated fold line 450 can be added
between the sidewall 104,106 and the base flaps 112 to
prevent the case 100 from being pried open by exerting
force on the bottom of the case, at least without evidenc-
ing the tampering.

[0058] InFIG.4E, thelowerholderpanel 302 andlower
holder flaps 320 are folded inside of the cavity formed by
the sidewalls 104,106, bottom panel 308, and top panel
208. This folding can create the platform to accept and
hold the bottom of the product (e.g., the heel of the bottle).
[0059] InFIG.4F,the sidewall flaps 108,110 are folded
inwardly and over the top flaps 219 and bottom flaps 319,
thereby concealing the top flaps 219 and bottom flaps
319 between the sidewalls 104,106 and sidewall flaps
108,110 (and protecting the hooks 260,360 if included in
the case 100). At this step, the fastener openings 224b
on the sidewall flaps 108,110 can align with the already
aligned fastener openings 224a,c, thereby creating a
three-layer fastener opening 224a,b,c.

[0060] In FIG. 4G, the top internal support 212 and
upper holder panel 202 are folded inwardly and toward
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the back panel 102. Folding the upper holder panel 202
inwardly can position the upper apertures 204 toward the
bottom panel 308. For example, as the upper holder pan-
el 202 flattens, the top of the bottle can be inserted into
an upper aperture 204, and the upper front panel 206
can be pushed downward to create the substantially 90°
construction for holding the bottles. InFIG. 4H, the bottom
of a product (e.g., heel of a bottle 500) can be positioned
in the lower apertures 304, and the top of the product
(e.g., neck of the bottle 500) can be placed within the
upper apertures 204. Once the top of the product is in-
serted into the upper aperture(s) 204, the product can be
fully seated and the upper foldable section 200 can be
moved into its closed configuration. For example, once
the bottles are inserted into the upper apertures 204, the
bottles and/or upper front panel 206 can be pushed from
afirst position (as shown in FIG. 4H) to a second position
(as shown in FIG. 4l) wherein the upper front panel 206
and upper holder panel 202 are substantially perpendic-
ular. From the position where the top of the product is
inserted into the upper aperture 204 to the position where
the product is fully seated, the top of the product can drop
from about 1.0 cm to about 3.0 cm toward the back panel
102.

[0061] InFIG. 4l, the bottle 500 is fully seated and the
upper holder panel 202 can abut the back panel 102. At
this point, the fastener openings 224a,b,c are only visible
on the outside of the case 100 (e.g., on the sidewalls
104,106). On the inside of the case 100, the fastener
openings 224a,b,c can be concealed by the upper box
210 created by the upper holder panel 202, the top panel
208, and the back panel 102. This design can help pre-
vent tampering with the case 100 when the fasteners 220
are fully locked into the fastener openings 224a,b,c. The
example fastener 220 in FIGs. 4A-4M is a tuck-tab fas-
tener 220. The tuck-tab fastener 220 includes two folding
tabs 222 that can be pinched inward and inserted into a
fastener openings 224a,b,c.

[0062] A case 100 according to the present disclosure
can also include a tear corner 280 (as described above)
and/or a fastener tear strip 512 located between the fas-
tener tab 221 and the fastener 220. The fastener tear
strip 512 can be used to indicate if someone has attempt-
ed to pry open the case 100 near the fastener 220. The
fastenertear strip 512 is discussed in greater detail below
with reference to FIG. 5I.

[0063] In FIG. 4J, the folding tabs 222 of the fastener
220 are pinched inwardly, and the pinched folding tabs
222 are inserted into the fastener openings 224a,b,c.
FIGs. 4K and 4L are partial-cutaway views such that the
folding tabs 222 are visible within the upper box 210. In
FIG. 4K, the folding tabs 222 unfold, thereby locking the
fastener tab 221 in place and permanently securing the
products into the closed case 100. FIG. 4M shows the
end result, wherein the fastener tab 221 is secured. In
some examples, the corner defined by the fastener tab
221 folded with respect to the upper front panel 206 can
be a tearable corner (e.g., the tear corner 280 described
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above) to facilitate opening the case 100. This opening
is described below with reference to FIGs. 5A-5I.
[0064] FIGs. 5A-5I1 depict example steps to release a
product from a closed case 100, according to some em-
bodiments of the presentdisclosure. In FIG. 5A, the prod-
ucts (bottles 500 in this example) are fully sealed into the
case 100. The example case 100 includes a tear tab 254
and a tear strip 256 on the upper holder panel 202. The
tear strip 256 is positioned such that at least a portion of
the perimeter of the upper apertures 204 is defined by
the tear strip 256. This can help facilitate the removal of
the first end of the product from the case 100.

[0065] InFIG. 5B, thetab 254 is pulled, thereby pulling
the tear strip 256 from the upper holder panel 202. As
described above, the tear strip 256 can be defined by a
perforation line on the upper holder panel 202 and/or can
include a secondary material (such as an internal piece
of plastic, fabric, etc.) that assists in tearing the upper
holder panel 202.

[0066] In FIG. 5C, the tear strip 256 is completely re-
moved. Removing the tear strip 256 can create an open-
ing 502 in the upper apertures 204 (e.g., the portion of
the perimeter that is defined by the tear strip 256) to re-
move the product. In some examples, the corner defined
by the fastener tab 221 folded with respect to the upper
front panel 206 can be a tearable corner (e.g., the tear
corner 280) that facilitates opening of the upper front pan-
el 206. The tear corner 280 can be a perforation line
disposed between the fastener tab 221 and the upper
front panel 206. The tear corner 280 can be a perforation
line to assist in opening the case 100 at the upper front
panel 206. The perforation line can evidence tampering
and prohibit fraudulent repair, and a variety of designs
for perforation lines may be used for this purpose. Simple
perforation holes, or slotted perforation holes, can be
used to create the tear corner 280. In other examples,
the tear corner 280 can include other designs to alert the
consumer of possible tampering. For example, some de-
signs can create a wider, more jagged edge once torn.
An example perforation line can include a series of alter-
nating crescents, or half circles. If the alternating cres-
cents are torn, the resulting tear will be a curving line that
is difficult to repair. Another example perforation line can
include a series of alternating wishbone shapes. If the
alternating wishbone shapes are torn, the resulting tear
line willinclude a series of knobs remaining from the wish-
bone shapes. These knobs may, again, be difficult to
repair without showing significant damage to the perfo-
ration line. Another example perforation line can include
a series of alternating caret shapes. If the alternating car-
et shapes are torn, the resulting sawtooth tear line would
be difficult to repair and hide the tampering. The above
perforation shapes are merely exemplary and are not
intended to be limiting. An additional perforation line
shape for the tear corner 280, for example, is discussed
in greater detail below with reference to FIG. 5H.
[0067] In FIG. 5D, the tear corner 280 is torn, and the
upper front panel 206 is hinged up, thereby uncovering
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the top portion of the product in the case 100. At this
point, top of the product can be pulled outwardly from the
opening 502 (and from the opened upper box 210) and
removed from the case 100, as seen in FIG. 5E.

[0068] The tear corner(s) 280 can be provided along
with the tear strip 256 to enable opening the upper front
panel 206. In other examples, the case 100 can include
only the tear corner(s) 280 and not include a tear strip
256. In these cases, the upper front panel 206 can be
pushed upwards to break the tear corner(s) 280. This
can enable the upper holder panel 202 to hinge upwards,
and the upper part of the product (e.g., the neck of the
bottle 500) can be removed from the upper apertures
204. FIGs. 5F and 5G provide an illustration of this ex-
ample. In FIG. 5F, the upper holder panel 202 does not
include a tear strip 256. The bottles 500 can be removed
by tearing the tear corner(s) 280 (e.g., by lifting the upper
holder panel 202 and/or by pushing the upper front panel
206 inward) and hinging the upper front panel 206 up-
ward, thereby providing clearance for the upper part of
the bottle 500 to be pulled from the upper apertures 204.
As the upper front panel 206 moves upwards, the upper
holder panel 202 can flatten with respect to the upper
front panel 206. As the upper holder panel 202 flattens
and the upper front panel 206 moves upwards, the
neck(s) of the bottle(s) 500 move diagonally upwards and
out of the case 100. When more than one bottle 500 is
stored in the case 100, the neck of each bottle 500 can
raise simultaneously, providing an aesthetic presentation
as the case 100 is opened. This aesthetic presentation
of the bottles 500 being lifted from the case 100 is shown
in FIG. 5G. When the tear corner(s) 280 are broken, ex-
ample cases can provide audible feedback of such tear-
ing. This audible feedback of the tear corner(s) 280
breaking can also notify an end user than someone is
opening, or attempting to open, the case 100.

[0069] FIG. 5G also highlights a location of an optional
perforated fold line 450, as described above. The perfo-
rated fold line 450 can, in some examples, be hidden by
a slight overhang by the lower front panel 306, thus the
perforated fold line 450 can be hidden from a front view,
as shown in FIG. 5G. In other examples, the perforated
fold line 450 can be visible from the front face of the case
100.

[0070] It will be understood that, although FIGs. 5A-
5G show a case 100 wherein the locking features (e.g.,
fastener 220, fastener tab 221, and/or tear corner(s) 280)
are placed at the top of the case 100 near the upper
holder panel 202, it will be understood that the locking
features can be positioned on the bottom of the case 100
near the lower holder panel 302. The changes to the de-
sign to accommodate this embodiment include moving
the features to the opposite end of the case. To illustrate,
in these examples, the top of the bottle can first be in-
serted into an upper aperture 204. As the lower holder
panel 302 flattens, the bottom of the bottle can be inserted
into a lower aperture 304. The bottle can be at an angle
with respect to the back panel 102. The lower front panel
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306 can be pushed downward to create the substantially
90° construction wherein the lower front panel 306 is sub-
stantially perpendicular to the lower holder panel 302.
The locking features (e.g., fastener 220, fastenertab 221,
etc.) can be located proximate the lower front panel 306,
and the case 100 can then be locked into a closed con-
figuration with the fasteners 220. The products can, in
these examples, be removed by removing the bottom of
the product from the case 100 and then pulling the prod-
uct downwardly out of the case 100.

[0071] Referring again to FIG. 5G, in some examples,
the upper apertures 204 and/or lower apertures 304 can
include slits 504 cut into the periphery of the apertures.
The slits 504 can define a plurality of aperture fingers
506 for holding the product. The aperture fingers 506 can
enable the apertures 204,304 to accommodate products
(e.g., bottles) of varying sizes. As the product is enclosed
within the case 100 (for example as shown in FIG. 4H),
the aperture fingers 506 can deflect to accommodate
larger products. This feature can be beneficial for storing
bottles of wine, as different wine varietals may require
differently shaped bottles, even if the bottles hold the
same volume of liquid. The aperture fingers 506 can en-
able the differently-shaped bottles to be used within the
same case 100.

[0072] FIG. 5H depicts an example perforation line for
the tear corner 280, as introduced above with reference
to FIG. 5C. The upper front panel 206 can include a series
of diagonal strips 508 cut into the material of the upper
front panel 206. In cases 100 that include this type of
perforation, if the upper front panel 206 is pulled open,
the connecting sections 510 between the diagonal strips
508 can tear. Once the diagonal strips 508 are cut or
torn, the tear corner 280 will have a noticeably rigid edge,
providing visible indication of opening and making it im-
possible to replace/repair fraudulently without the con-
sumer knowing the case 100 was opened.

[0073] As described above with reference to FIG. 4l,
the case 100 can include a fastener tear strip 512 located
between the fastener tab 221 and the fastener 220. FIG.
51 shows an example fastenertear strip 512. The fastener
tear strip 512 can include a perforation line that enables
the fastener 220 to be torn with respect to the fastener
tab 221. This example can improve the tamper-proofing
of the case 100. If a potential fraudster attempts to pull
the fastener 220 out of the case 100 once the case 100
is locked into a closed configuration, the fastener tear
strip 512 can rip with any undue pressure. If the fastener
tear strip 512 is ripped, the customer can be alerted that
the case has been opened and the contents of the case
100 may have been adulterated. The fastener tear strip
512 can take the form of any of the perforation lines de-
scribed herein. The fastener tear strip 512 can have a
similar form as the tear corner 280. For example, the
fastener tear strip 512 can include diagonal strips 514
thatare similar to the diagonal strips 508 of the tear corner
280; and the fastener tear strip 512 can include connect-
ing sections 516 between the diagonal strips 514 that
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can tear, similar to the connecting sections 510 of the
tear corner 280.

[0074] The fastener tear strip 512 can be used alone
or in conjunction with the tear corner 280 to evidence
tampering and to provide a means to open the case 100.
For example, in some cases, the tear corner 280 can be
provided alone to evidence tampering. In these cases,
the tear corner 280 can be torn by pressing down on the
upper front panel 206, or pulling up on the upper holder
panel 202, until the tear corner 280 tears, and the case
can then be opened. In alternative designs, the case 100
can include only the fastener tear strip 512. In these ex-
amples, the fastener tear strip 512 near the fastener 220
can be torn to allow the case to open. In yet other alter-
native designs, the case 100 can include both the tear
corner 280 and the fastener tear strip 512. In these ex-
amples, the fastener tab 221 can be torn entirely from
the case 100 at the perforations of the tear corner 280
and the fastener tear strip 512. Once the fastener tab
221 is torn from the case 100, the upper front panel 206
can be hinged opento access the bottles. In this example,
the fastener tab 221 acts as a tear strip that can be torn
by putting one’s finger under the fastener tab 221, pulling
outwardly, and releasing the upper front panel 206.
[0075] FIGs. 6A-6D are perspective views of a case
100 being positioned within an outer box 600, according
to some embodiments of the present disclosure. As one
aspect of the present designs is to provide a case 100
that enables the contents stored therein to be viewed, an
outer box 600 can be provided to ship the products to
the end user. This can ensure the contents are protected
as the product is handled during shipment.

[0076] FIGs. 7A-7J are perspective views of an exam-
ple lower insert 700 insertable within the case 100 to add
support to the lower foldable section 300, according to
some embodiments of the present disclosure. As de-
scribed above, one aspect of the presently described
tamper-proof case 100 is the ability to protect the con-
tents of the case while also providing an aesthetic form.
In the description above with reference to FIGs. 3A and
3B, the example case 100 therein includes a lower pad
350 attachable to the bottom panel 308 and a lower ap-
erture pad 352 attachable to the lower holder panel 302.
These pads are attachable, forexample via glues or other
adhesives, to the respective panels to provide increased
drop protection for the contents of the case 100. FIGs.
7A-7J provide an alternative to these attachable pads in
the form of a separate lower insert 700 that is insertable
into the cavity or enclosure created in the lower section
after the case 100 is folded into its closed configuration
(i.e., the lower box 310 that is created by folding the case
100). FIGs. 8A-8D provide a detailed example of how the
lower insert 700 can be inserted into the case 100.
[0077] Referring to FIG. 7A, the lower insert 700 can
be a flat sheet of material, for example cardboard, cor-
rugated cardboard, greyboard, paper, fiber pulp (includ-
ing paper pulp) and/or the like or any combinations there-
of, that is cut and/or die cut into its final shape. Similar
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to the case 100 itself, the lower insert 700 can have an
open configuration (as shown in FIG. 7A) and a closed
configuration (as shownin FIG. 7D). The lower insert 700
can include one or more lower insert apertures 702 that
are sized, shaped, and positioned to align with one or
more lower apertures 304 of the case 100 once the lower
insert 700 is inserted into the case 100. The lower insert
700 can be separated into an aperture section 711 (that
includes the lower insert aperture(s) 702) and a flat sec-
tion 712, which are separated by one or more fold lines
710, facilitating the lower insert 700 folding into the closed
configuration.

[0078] A reinforcing panel 750 can be combined with
the lower insert 700 to provide additional protection to
the contents within the case 100. The reinforcing panel
750 can have panel apertures 752 sized, shaped, and
positioned to align with one or more lower insert apertures
702. Referring again to the lower insert 700, the insert
can include one or more slots 704 sized to engage one
or more insert tabs 754 on the reinforcing panel 750.
Further, the lower insert 700 can include a male tab 706
at one end of the lower insert 700 sized to engage a
female slot 708 at the other end of the lower insert 700.
The lower insert apertures 702 and/or panel apertures
752 caninclude aperture fingers 506 for holding the prod-
uct, as described above.

[0079] Referring to FIG. 7B, the reinforcing panel 750
can be positioned proximate the reinforcing panel 750
such that the panel apertures 752 align with the lower
insert apertures 702, and the one or more insert tabs 754
align with the one or more slots 704 on the lower insert
700. As shown in FIG. 7C, the lower insert 700 can be
transitioned from the open, substantially flat configura-
tion to a closed configuration by folding the lower insert
700 about the one or more fold lines 710. Folding the
lower insert 700 can cause the insert tabs 754 of the
reinforcing panel 750 to extend through or partially
though the one or more slots 704 on the lower insert 700.
Engaging the inserttabs 754 with the slots 704 can, there-
fore, cause the reinforcing panel 750 to connect with the
lower insert 700 without the user of additional glues or
other adhesives. As shown in FIG. 7D, the lower insert
700 can be closed such that the male tab 706 at one end
of the lower insert 700 engages the female slot 708 at
the other end of the lower insert 700, creating a box-like
construct to provide additional support to the lower fold-
able section 300 of the case 100.

[0080] The example lower insert 700 in FIGs. 7A-7TE
depict an example design wherein the reinforcing panel
750 is a separate component, attachable to the lower
insert 700. In an alternative design, the reinforcing panel
750 can be integrated with the folding lower insert 700,
as shown in FIGs. 7F-7J. The reinforcing panel 750 can
be connected to the lower insert 700 along one side of
the lower insert 700 via a hinge line 760. In this example,
instead of laying the reinforcing panel 750 onto the lower
insert 700, the reinforcing panel 750 can be hinged from
an open, substantially flat configuration into a closed con-



23 EP 3 919 403 A1 24

figuration where the panel aperture(s) 752 rest proximate
the lower insert aperture(s) 702. FIG. 7G shows the at-
tached and hingeable reinforcing panel 750 folded over
and onto the bottom of the aperture section 711 in the
figure. In this design, the integrated lower insert 700 /
reinforcing panel 750 can be cut and/or die cut into a
single sheet, facilitating both easy assembly by the final
user and manufacturability for the supplier.

[0081] Any of the example fold lines (e.g., fold lines
710) described herein can include fluting lines (e.g., flut-
ing lines 762 in FIG. 7F) to facilitate each panel folding
from open, substantially flat configurations to closed con-
figurations. FIGs. 7F-7J also depict an example design
wherein the male tab 706 at one end of the lower insert
700 can engage with a female aperture 714 (e.g., as op-
posed to a slot 708 as shown in FIGs. 7A-7E).

[0082] Referring to the process for folding the example
lower insert 700 shown in FIGs. 7F-7J, in FIG. 7F the
integrated lower insert 700 can start in an open, substan-
tially flat configuration. The reinforcing panel 750 can
then be folded along the hinge line 760 such that one or
more panel aperture(s) 752 fold to rest proximate one or
more respective lower insert aperture(s) 702, as shown
in FIG. 7G. In FIG. 7H, the flat section 712 of the lower
insert 700 can be folded over the aperture section 711,
folding at the one or more fold lines 710. In FIG. 71, the
male tab 706 can engage with the female aperture 714
to create a box-like construct to provide additional sup-
port to the lower foldable section 300 of the case 100.
FIG. 7J depicts an example of the lower insert 700 in a
fully closed configuration for assembly with the case 100.
[0083] FIGs. 8A-8D depict an example process for
adding a lower insert 700 to a case 100, according to
some embodiments of the present disclosure. As de-
scribed above with reference to FIGs. 7A-7J, the example
lower insert 700 described herein provides additional
support at the lower section of the case without the need
for additional pads (e.g., lower pad 350 and/or lower ap-
erture pad 352) adhered to the case 100. The folding
lower insert 700 enables the distributer, manufacturer,
or other stakeholder to secure the contents of the case
without requiring the additional step of gluing or attaching
the pads to their respective panel, waiting for the adhe-
sive to dry, etc. All components can be cut and/or die cut
into shape, and then folded into their final configurations.
Further, the lower insert 700 provides stability at the bot-
tom of the case 100. To this end, it is contemplated that
cases 100 that include a lower insert 700 do not neces-
sarily require the bottom flaps 319 described above with
reference to FIGs. 1, 3A, and 3B (the same is also true
for the top flaps 219, which is described below with ref-
erence to FIGs. 10A-10D). Removal of these flaps also
provides additional folding processes for the case 100,
giving the manufacturer, distributor, etc. the ability to
choose different methods of enclosing the products with-
in the case.

[0084] Referring to FIG. 8A, one method of inserting
the lower insert 700 into the case is to first fold the bottom
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internal support 318 inwardly toward the back panel 102,
then fold the lower holder panel 302 inwardly toward the
back panel 102, and the lower front panel 306 inwardly
toward the back panel 102. Once these panels are folded
inwardly, they can create an enclosure for accepting the
lower insert 700. As shown in FIG. 8B, the lower insert
700 can be slid in from the side of this enclosure. In FIG.
8C, the lower insert 700 is seated within the enclosure
defined by the bottom internal support 318, the lower
holder panel 302, and the lower front panel 306. At this
point the lower insert aperture(s) 702 and/or panel aper-
tures 752 can substantially align with the lower apertures
304. The panels can then be folded inwardly toward the
back panel 102 such that the lower apertures 304 are
facing the upper section of the case 100 and are perpen-
dicular to the back panel 102. The first sidewall 104 and
second sidewall 106 can then be folded inwardly to abut
the lower holder flaps 320, and the first sidewall flap 108
and a second sidewall flap 110 can be folded inwardly
to cover the lower holder flaps 320.

[0085] FIG. 8D depicts an example of loading a lower
insert 700, as shown in FIGs. 7F-7J, into the enclosure
defined by the bottom internal support 318, the lower
holder panel 302, and the lower front panel 306. The
loading process for the example lower insert 700 shown
in FIGs. 7F-7J is substantially the same as for the lower
insert 700 shown in FIGs. 7A-7E.

[0086] Alternatively to the process depicted in FIGs.
8A-8D, the assembled and closed lower insert 700 can
be positioned on the back panel 102, and the bottom
internal support 318, the lower holder panel 302, and the
lower front panel 306 can all be folded inwardly to sur-
round and enclose the lower insert 700. The bottom in-
ternal support 318 can be tucked behind the lower insert
700 and between the lower insert 700 and the back panel
102.

[0087] FIGs. 9A-9F are perspective views of an exam-
ple upperinsert 900 insertable within the case 100 to add
support to the upper foldable section 200, according to
some embodiments of the present disclosure. The upper
insert 900 can be substantially similar to the lower insert
700 described above. The upper insert 900 can provide
additional stability to the top of the case (i.e., protection
for the top of the products being stored within the case
100), and this additional stability and protection can re-
move the need for the upper pad 250 and/or upper ap-
erture pad 252 described above with reference to FIGs.
3A and 3B. Further, the upper insert 900 can be a flat
sheet of material, for example cardboard, corrugated
cardboard, greyboard, paper, fiber pulp (including paper
pulp) and/or the like or any combinations thereof, that
can be cut and/or die cutinto its, substantially flat shape.
This means the reinforcement of the case 100 can be
facilitated by folding the upper insert 900 into its final
shape, without the need for additional adhesives, glues,
etc. that may be required by gluing the upper pad 250
and/or upper aperture pad 252 to their respective panels.
Not only does this reduce the number of steps and
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amount of time needed to assembly the case, it is more
sustainable and environmentally friendly than using ad-
ditional adhesives.

[0088] Referring to FIG. 9A, the upper insert 900 can
include one or more upper insert apertures 902 that are
sized, shaped, and positioned to align with one or more
upper apertures 204 of the case 100 once the upperinsert
900 is inserted into the case 100. The upper insert 900
can be separated into an ¢ (which includes the upper
insert aperture(s) 902) and a flat section 912, which are
separated by one or more fold lines 908, facilitating the
upper insert 900 folding into the closed configuration (as
shown in FIG. 9C). Further, the upper insert 900 can in-
clude a male tab 904 at one end of the upper insert 900
sized to engage a female slot 906 at the other end of the
upper insert 900. As shown in FIG. 9B, the upper insert
900 can be transitioned from the open, substantially flat
configuration to a closed configuration by folding the up-
per insert 900 about the one or more fold lines 908. As
shown in FIG. 9C, the upper insert 900 can be closed
such that the male tab 904 at one end of the upper insert
900 engages the female slot 906 at the other end of the
upper insert 900, creating a box-like construct to add ad-
ditional support to the upper foldable section 200 of the
case 100. It should be noted that, although FIGs. 9A-9F
do not show an additional upper reinforcing panel like
the reinforcing panel 750in FIGs. 7A-7J, itis contemplat-
edthatthe upperinsert 900 can also engage with a similar
reinforcing panel. The upper insert apertures 902 can
include aperture fingers 506 for holding the product, as
described above.

[0089] FIGs. 9D-9F are perspective views of an alter-
native design for an upper insert 900 to that shown in
FIGs. 9A-9C. The aperture section 911 can be connected
to the flat section 912 via an inset panel 960. The inset
panel 960 can be connected via the fold lines 908, which
can be recessed slightly from the ends of the aperture
section 911 and the flat section 912. Further, the male
tab 904 atone end of the upperinsert 900 can be attached
to an end panel 961, which can also be connected to the
aperture section 911 via a fold line 908 recessed slightly
from the end of the flat section 911. Recessing the end
panel 961 and inset panel 960 can cause the panels to
be positioned interior to the outer edges of the folded,
closed upper insert 900 (as shown in FIG. 9F).

[0090] FIGs. 9D-9F also depict an example design
wherein the male tab 904 at one end of the upper insert
900 can engage with a female aperture 914 (e.g., as op-
posed to a slot 906 as shown in FIGs. 9A-9C). Further,
as described above, any of the example fold lines (e.g.,
fold lines 908) described herein can include fluting lines
(e.g., fluting lines 962 in FIG. 9D) to facilitate each panel
folding from open, substantially flat configurations to
closed configurations.

[0091] FIGs. 10A-10D depict an example process for
adding an upper insert 900 to a case 100, according to
some embodiments of the present disclosure. As de-
scribed above with reference to FIGs. 9A-9F, the exam-
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ple upperinsert 900 described herein provides additional
support at the upper section of the case without the need
for additional pads (e.g., upper pad 250 and/or upper
aperture pad 252) adhered to the case 100. The folding
upper insert 900 enables the distributer, manufacturer,
or other stakeholder to secure the contents of the case
without requiring the additional step of gluing or attaching
the pads to their respective panel, waiting for the adhe-
sive to dry, etc. All components can be cut and/or die cut
into shape, and then folded into their final configurations.
Further, the upper insert 900 provides stability at the top
of the case 100. To this end, it is contemplated that cases
100 that include an upper insert 900 do not necessarily
require the top flaps 219 described above with reference
to FIGs. 1, 3A, and 3B. Removal of these flaps also pro-
vides additional folding processes for the case 100, giv-
ing the manufacturer, distributor, etc. the ability to choose
different methods of enclosing the products within the
case.

[0092] Referring to FIG. 10A, one method of inserting
the upper insert 900 into the case is to first fold the top
internal supports 212 inwardly toward the back panel
102, then fold the upper holder panel 202 inwardly toward
the back panel 102, and then fold the upper front panel
206 inwardly toward the back panel 102. Once these pan-
els are folded inwardly, they can create an enclosure for
accepting the upper insert 900 (i.e., the upper box 210
thatis created by folding the case 100). As shown in FIG.
10B, the upper insert 900 can be slid in from the side of
this enclosure. InFIG. 10C, the upperinsert 900 is seated
within the enclosure defined by the top internal support
218, the upper holder panel 202, and the upper front pan-
el 206. At this point the upper insert aperture(s) 902 can
substantially align with the upper apertures 204. The pan-
els can then be folded inwardly toward the back panel
102 such that the upper apertures 204 are facing the
lower section of the case 100 and are perpendicular to
the back panel 102.

[0093] FIG. 10D depicts an example of loading an up-
perinsert 900 as shown in FIGs. 9D-9F into the enclosure
defined by the top internal support 218, the upper holder
panel 202, and the upper front panel 206. The loading
process for the example upper insert 900 shown in FIGs.
9D-9F is substantially the same as for the upper insert
900 shown in FIGs. 9A-9C.

[0094] Alternatively to the process depicted in FIGs.
10A-10D, the assembled and closed upper insert 900
can be positioned on the back panel 102, and the top
internal support 218, the upper holder panel 202, and the
upper front panel 206 can all be folded inwardly to sur-
round and enclose the upper insert 900. The top internal
support 218 can be tucked behind the upper insert 900
and between the upper insert 900 and the back panel
102.

[0095] FIGs. 11A-11G depict an example process of
enclosing bottles 500 within a tamper-proof case 100,
according to some embodiments of the present disclo-
sure. FIG. 11A begins with the bottles 500 being aligned
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with the lower apertures 304 of the case 100, and in FIG.
11B, the bottles are inserted into the lower apertures 304.
The upper section of the case 100 can include an upper
insert 900, and the lower section of the case 100 can
include a lower insert 700, as described above. In FIG.
11C, the upper portion of the case 100 is lowered onto
the tops of the bottles 500, and the upper apertures 204
can be aligned with the tops of the bottles 500 as the top
is lowered. As the tops of the bottles 500 insert into the
upper apertures 204, the top can be seated such that the
upper front panel 206 is facing forward, and the upper
holderpanel 202 is substantially parallel to the lower hold-
er panel 302 and the bottles 500 are secured, as shown
in FIG. 11D.

[0096] InFIG. 11E, a fastener tab 221 on each side of
the case can fold around the sidewalls 104,106. In FIG.
11F, the foldable fasteners 220 foldably connected to the
fastener tabs 221 can be folded inwardly and toward the
fastener openings 224a in the sidewalls 104,106. In FIG.
11G, the case is in a fully closed configuration, wherein
the foldable fastener 220 is inserted into the fastener
opening 224a.

[0097] FIGs. 12A-12N depict an example process for
enclosing bottles 500 (or other products) within a folding
case 1200, according to some embodiments of the
present disclosure. The example case 1200 shown in
FIGs. 12A-12Nis substantially similar to the tamper-proof
case 100 shown in, for example, FIGs. 1, 3A, and 3B.
The case 1200 in these figures, however, does not nec-
essarily include sidewalls (e.g., first sidewall 104 and sec-
ond sidewall 106). To create a tamper-proof construct
with case 1200, the case can be inserted into an outer
box or case, or the upper and lower foldable sections can
be attached via tamper-evident tape, adhesive, and the
like, for example to the back panel 102.

[0098] Referring to FIG. 12A, the case 1200 can have
anopen, substantially flat (i.e., planar) configuration. The
case 1200 can include a top internal support 212, which
is foldably connected to an upper holder panel 202, which
is foldable connected to an upper front panel 206, which
is foldably connected to a top panel 208, which is foldably
connected to a back panel 102. The top internal support
212, upper holder panel 202, and upper front panel 206
can define an upper foldable section (e.g., upper foldable
section 200). Similarly, the case 1200 can include a bot-
tom internal support 318, which is foldably connected to
a lower holder panel 302, which is foldably connected to
a lower front panel 306, which is foldably connected to a
bottom panel 308, which is foldably connected to the back
panel 102. The bottom internal support 318, lower holder
panel 302, and lower front panel 306 can define a lower
foldable section (e.g., lower foldable section 300). The
case 1200 can include a flange 1202 sized to engage a
flange groove 1204 positioned between the back panel
102 and the top panel 208. Engaging the flange 1202
with the flange groove 1204 can help ensure the upper
foldable section 200 stays folded once the case is in its
closed configuration (see, for example, FIG. 12N).
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[0099] Referring to FIG. 12B, the bottom internal sup-
port 318 can be folded inwardly toward the back panel
102, the lower holder panel 302 can be folded inwardly
toward the back panel 102, and the lower front panel 306
can be folded inwardly, until the panels form a box (e.g.,
lower box 310) at the bottom of the case 1200. The lower
holder panel 302 and the one or more lower apertures
304 can be perpendicular to the back panel 102, as
shown in FIG. 12C.

[0100] In FIG. 12D, the top internal support 212 can
be folded inwardly toward the back panel 102, the upper
holder panel 202 can be folded inwardly toward the back
panel 102, and the upper front panel 206 can be folded
inwardly, until the panels form a box (e.g., upper box 210)
at the top of the case 1200. Further, the flange 1202 can
be positioned within the flange groove 1204 at this point
in the procedure.

[0101] In FIG. 12E-12G, a lower insert 700 (e.g., as
shown in FIGs. 7A-7J) can be inserted into an enclosure
created by the bottom internal support 318, the lower
front panel 306, and the lower holder panel 302. The
lower insert 700 can be slid axially until the lower insert
apertures 702 and/or panel apertures 752 align with the
lower apertures 304 on the lower holder panel 302. In
FIG. 12H-12J, an upper insert 900 (e.g., as shown in
FIGs. 9A-9F) can be inserted into an enclosure created
by the top internal support 212, the upper front panel 206,
and the upper holder panel 202. The upper insert 900
can be slid axially until the upper insert apertures 902
align with the upper apertures 204 on the upper holder
panel 202.

In FIGs. 12K and 12L, a bottom (e.g., heel) of one or
more bottles 500 can be positioned into the one or more
lower apertures 304, lower insert apertures 702, and/or
panel apertures 752. In FIG. 12M, the upper holder panel
202 can be hinged toward a top (e.g., neck) of the one
or more bottles 500 such that the top of each bottle 500
or other product inserts into a respective upper aperture
204 on the upper holder panel 202. In FIG. 12N, the case
1200 is in a fully closed configuration. At this position,
the case 1200 can be tamper-proofed by inserting the
closed case 1200 into an outer shell, for example a full
box or partial box that enables the front of the case (e.g.,
upper front panel 206 and/or lower front panel 306) to
face outwardly for inspection. Further, the panels can be
further attached by providing tamper-evident tape, adhe-
sive, and/or the like. For example, tape or adhesive can
be applied between the bottom internal support 318 and
the back panel 102 and/or the top internal support 212
and the back panel 102.

[0102] Aspects of the invention are also provided by
the following numbered clauses:

Clause 1. A tamper-proof case system comprising:
a folding tamper-proof case comprising: a back pan-
el; an upper foldable section comprising: a top panel
foldably connected to the back panel; an upper front
panel foldably connected to the top panel; and an
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upper holder panel foldably connected to the upper
front panel and comprising afirst upper aperture con-
figured to hold a top of afirst product; a lower foldable
section comprising: a bottom panel foldably connect-
ed to the back panel; a lower front panel foldably
connected to the bottom panel; and a lower holder
panel foldably connected to the lower front panel and
comprising a first lower aperture configured to hold
a bottom of the first product; a first sidewall; and a
second sidewall; and a lower insert foldable from an
open and substantially flat configuration to a closed
configuration and comprising a first lower insert ap-
erture configured to hold the bottom of the first prod-
uct, wherein each of the upper foldable section, the
lower foldable section, the first sidewall, and the sec-
ond sidewall have an open configuration and a
closed configuration, wherein, in their open config-
urations, the upper foldable section, the lower fold-
able section, the first sidewall, and the second side-
wall are substantially coplanar with the back panel,
and wherein, in their closed configurations, the upper
foldable section, the lower foldable section, the first
sidewall, and the second sidewall are configured to
secure the first product within the folding tamper-
proof case.

Clause 2: The tamper-proof case system of Clause
1, further comprising a reinforcing panel comprising
a first panel aperture sized to correspond to the first
lower insert aperture.

Clause 3: The tamper-proof case system of Clause
2, wherein: the lower insert comprises one or more
slots; the reinforcing panel comprises one or more
insert tabs sized and positioned to engage the one
ormore slots of the lowerinsert when the lower insert
is in the closed configuration; and when the lower
insert and the folding tamper-proof case are in their
closed configurations, the lower insert aperture, the
first panel aperture, and the first lower aperture are
configured to substantially align.

Clause 4: The tamper-proof case system of Clause
2, wherein the reinforcing panel is foldably connect-
ed to the lower insert.

Clause 5: The tamper-proof case system of Clause
1, further comprising an upper insert foldable from
an open and substantially flat configuration to a
closed configuration and comprising a first upper in-
sert aperture configured to hold the top of the first
product.

Clause 6: The tamper-proof case system of Clause
1, wherein: the upper front panel further comprises:
a first foldable fastener; and a second foldable fas-
tener; the first sidewall comprises a first fastener
opening configured to accept the first foldable fas-
tener; and the second sidewall comprises a second
fastener opening configured to accept the second
foldable fastener.

Clause 7: The tamper-proof case system of Clause
6, further comprising the first product, wherein the
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first foldable fastener is connected with the first fas-
tener opening, wherein the second foldable fastener
is connected with the second fastener opening, and
wherein the first product is permanently secured
within the first upper aperture and the first lower ap-
erture.

Clause 8: The tamper-proof case system of Clause
6, further comprising a tear strip on the upper holder
paneland proximate the first upperaperture and con-
figured to remove a portion of the first upper aperture
upon being removed.

Clause 9: The tamper-proof case system of Clause
8, further comprising a first tear corner disposed be-
tween the upper front panel and the first foldable
fastener and a second tear corner disposed between
the upper front panel and the second foldable fas-
tener.

Clause 10: The tamper-proof case system of Clause
6, further comprising a first tear corner disposed be-
tween the upper front panel and the first foldable
fastener and a second tear corner disposed between
the upper front panel and the second foldable fas-
tener.

Clause 11: The tamper-proof case system of Clause
1, further comprising: a first sidewall flap foldably
connected to the first sidewall and comprising a first
locking tab configured to extend into a first tab slit
disposed in the back panel; and a second sidewall
flap foldably connected to the second sidewall and
comprising a second locking tab configured to ex-
tend into a second tab slit disposed in the back panel.
Clause 12: The tamper-proof case system of Clause
1, wherein the upper foldable section is permanently
attached to the first sidewall and the second sidewall
when the upper foldable section, the first sidewall,
and the second sidewall are in their closed configu-
rations.

Clause 13: The tamper-proof case system of Clause
1, wherein: the upper holder panel further comprises
a second upper aperture configured to hold a top of
a second product; the lower holder panel further
comprises a second lower aperture configured to
hold a bottom of the second product; and in their
closed configurations, the upper foldable section, the
lower foldable section, the first sidewall, and the sec-
ond sidewall are configured to secure the second
product within the folding tamper-proof case.
Clause 14: The tamper-proof case system of Clause
1, wherein: the lower front panel further comprises:
a first foldable fastener; and a second foldable fas-
tener; the first sidewall comprises a first fastener
opening configured to accept the first foldable fas-
tener; and the second sidewall comprises a second
fastener opening configured to accept the second
foldable fastener.

Clause 15: The tamper-proof case system of Clause
1, wherein at least one of the first upper aperture or
the first lower aperture comprises a plurality of ap-
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erture fingers.

Clause 16: A method for securing a product within a
tamper-proof case comprising: folding a bottom in-
ternal support inwardly toward a back panel; folding
a lower holder panel foldably connected to the bot-
tom internal support inwardly toward the back panel
such that the lower holder panel and the bottom in-
ternal support are substantially perpendicular; fold-
ing a lower front panel foldably connected to the low-
er holder panel inwardly toward the back panel such
that the lower front panel and the lower holder panel
are substantially perpendicular; folding a lower insert
from a substantially flat configuration to a closed con-
figuration; sliding the lower insert into an enclosure
created by the bottom internal support, the lower
holder panel, and the lower front panel until a first
lower insert aperture on the lower insert aligns with
a first lower aperture on the lower holder panel; fold-
ing a first sidewall and a second sidewall inwardly
such that the first sidewall and the second sidewall
are approximately perpendicular to the back panel;
inserting a bottom of the product into the first lower
aperture and the first lower insert aperture; folding a
top internal support inwardly toward the back panel;
folding an upper holder panel foldably connected to
the top internal support inwardly toward the back
panel such that the upper holder panel and the top
internal support are substantially perpendicular; fold-
ing an upper front panel foldably connected to the
upper holder panel inwardly toward the back panel
such that the upper front panel and the upper holder
panel are substantially perpendicular; hinging the
upper holder panel toward a top of the product such
that the top of the product inserts into an upper ap-
erture on the upper holder panel; and securing the
product within the tamper-proof case.

Clause 17: The method of Clause 16, further com-
prising: folding an upper insert from a substantially
flat configuration to a closed configuration; and slid-
ing the upper insert into an enclosure created by the
top internal support, the upper holder panel, and the
upper front panel until a first upper insert aperture
on the upper insert aligns with the upper aperture.
Clause 18: The method of Clause 16, further com-
prising, prior to folding the lower insert from the sub-
stantially flat configuration to the closed configura-
tion, aligning a first panel aperture of a reinforcing
panel with the first lower insert aperture of the lower
insert.

Clause 19: The method of Clause 18, further com-
prising aligning one or more insert tabs on the rein-
forcing panel with one or more slots on the lower
insert prior to folding the lower insert from the sub-
stantially flat configuration to the closed configura-
tion.

Clause 20: The method of Clause 16, further com-
prising folding a reinforcing panel foldably connected
to the lower insert such that a first panel aperture of
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the reinforcing panel aligns with the first lower insert
aperture of the lower insert.

Clause 21: The method of Clause 16, wherein se-
curing the product within the tamper-proof case com-
prises securing the upper front panel to the first side-
wall and the second sidewall.

Clause 22: The method of Clause 16, wherein se-
curing the product within the tamper-proof case com-
prises: inserting a first fastener connected to the up-
per front panel into a first fastener opening disposed
within the first sidewall; and inserting a second fas-
tener connected to the upper front panel into a sec-
ond fastener opening disposed within the first side-
wall.

Clause 23: The method of Clause 22, wherein: the
first fastener comprises a first set of foldable tabs;
the second fastener comprises a second set of fold-
able tabs; and the method further comprises: folding
the first set of foldable tabs prior to inserting the first
fastener into the second fastener opening; and fold-
ing the second set of foldable tabs prior to inserting
the second fastener into the second fastener open-
ing.

Clause 24: The method of Clause 23, wherein: the
first set of foldable tabs unfold subsequent to insert-
ing the firstfastenerinto the second fastener opening
to secure the product within the tamper-proof case;
and the second set of foldable tabs unfold subse-
quent to inserting the second fastener into the sec-
ond fastener opening to secure the product within
the tamper-proof case.

Clause 25: The method of Clause 16, further com-
prising pulling a tear strip of the upper holder panel
to create an opening in the upper aperture.

Clause 26: The method of Clause 25, further com-
prising: tearing a tear corner on the upper front panel;
and hinging the upper front panel away from the top
of the product.

Clause 27: The method of Clause 26, further com-
prising pulling the top of the product from the upper
aperture.

Clause 28: The method of Clause 16, further com-
prising: tearing a tear corner on the upper front panel;
and hinging the upper front panel away from the top
of the product.

Clause 29: The method of Clause 16, wherein se-
curing the product within the tamper-proof case com-
prises stapling the upper front panel to the first side-
wall and the second sidewall.

Clause 30: The method of Clause 16, wherein, sub-
sequent to securing the product within the tamper-
proof case, the product is separated from the back
panel from between 0.5 cm and 1.5 cm.

Clause 31: The method of Clause 16, wherein the
upper front panel and the lower front panel define an
observation window when the upper front panel is
approximately coplanar with the lower front panel.
Clause 32: The method of Clause 31, wherein: a first
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edge of the observation window is approximately 4.0
cm to approximately 8.0 cm from a bottom panel;
and a second edge of the observation window is ap-
proximately 4.0 cm to approximately 8.0 cm from a
top panel.

Clause 33: The method of Clause 16, further com-
prising inserting one or more lower holder flaps into
the enclosure created by the bottom internal support,
the lower holder panel, and the lower front panel after
sliding the lower insert into the enclosure.

Clause 34: A method for securing a product within a
tamper-proof case comprising: folding a lower insert
from a substantially flat configuration to a closed con-
figuration; placing the lower insert onto a back panel
of the tamper-proof case; folding a lower holder pan-
el inwardly toward the back panel; folding a lower
front panel foldably connected to the lower holder
panel inwardly toward the back panel such that a
first lower insert aperture on the lower insert aligns
with a first lower aperture on the lower holder panel;
folding afirst sidewall and a second sidewall inwardly
such that the first sidewall and the second sidewall
are approximately perpendicular to the back panel;
inserting a bottom of the product into the first lower
aperture and the first lower insert aperture; folding
an upper holder panel inwardly toward the back pan-
el; folding an upper front panel foldably connected
to the upper holder panel inwardly toward the back
panel such that the upper front panel and the upper
holder panel are substantially perpendicular; hinging
the upper holder panel toward a top of the product
such that the top of the product inserts into an upper
aperture on the upper holder panel; and securing the
product within the tamper-proof case.

Clause 35: The method of Clause 34, further com-
prising: folding a bottom internal support foldably
connected to the lower holder panel inwardly toward
the back panel; and positioning the bottom internal
support between the lower insert and the back panel.
Clause 36: The method of Clause 34, further com-
prising: folding an upper insert from a substantially
flat configuration to a closed configuration; placing
the upper insert onto the back panel of the tamper-
proof case prior to folding the upper holder panel
inwardly toward the back panel; and aligning an up-
per insert aperture with the upper aperture.

Clause 37: The method of Clause 34, further com-
prising, prior to folding the lower insert from the sub-
stantially flat configuration to the closed configura-
tion, aligning a first panel aperture of a reinforcing
panel with the first lower insert aperture of the lower
insert.

Clause 38: The method of Clause 37, further com-
prising aligning one or more insert tabs on the rein-
forcing panel with one or more slots on the lower
insert prior to folding the lower insert from the sub-
stantially flat configuration to the closed configura-
tion.
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Clause 39: The method of Clause 34, further com-
prising folding a reinforcing panel foldably connected
to the lower insert such that a first panel aperture of
the reinforcing panel aligns with the first lower insert
aperture of the lower insert.

Clause 40: The method of Clause 34, wherein se-
curing the product within the tamper-proof case com-
prises securing the upper front panel to the first side-
wall and the second sidewall.

Clause 41: The method of Clause 34, wherein se-
curing the product within the tamper-proof case com-
prises: inserting a first fastener connected to the up-
per front panel into a first fastener opening disposed
within the first sidewall; and inserting a second fas-
tener connected to the upper front panel into a sec-
ond fastener opening disposed within the first side-
wall.

Clause 42: The method of Clause 41, wherein: the
first fastener comprises a first set of foldable tabs;
the second fastener comprises a second set of fold-
able tabs; and the method further comprises: folding
the first set of foldable tabs prior to inserting the first
fastener into the second fastener opening; and fold-
ing the second set of foldable tabs prior to inserting
the second fastener into the second fastener open-
ing.

Clause 43: The method of Clause 42, wherein: the
first set of foldable tabs unfold subsequent to insert-
ing the firstfastenerinto the second fastener opening
to secure the product within the tamper-proof case;
and the second set of foldable tabs unfold subse-
quent to inserting the second fastener into the sec-
ond fastener opening to secure the product within
the tamper-proof case.

Clause 44: The method of Clause 34, further com-
prising pulling a tear strip of the upper holder panel
to create an opening in the upper aperture.

Clause 45: The method of Clause 44, further com-
prising: tearing a tear corner on the upper front panel;
and hinging the upper front panel away from the top
of the product.

Clause 46: The method of Clause 45, further com-
prising pulling the top of the product from the upper
aperture.

Clause 47: The method of Clause 34, further com-
prising: tearing a tear corner on the upper front panel;
and hinging the upper front panel away from the top
of the product.

Clause 48: The method of Clause 34, wherein se-
curing the product within the tamper-proof case com-
prises stapling the upper front panel to the first side-
wall and the second sidewall.

Clause 49: The method of Clause 34, wherein, sub-
sequent to securing the product within the tamper-
proof case, the product is separated from the back
panel from between 0.5 cm and 1.5 cm.

Clause 50: The method of Clause 34, wherein the
upper front panel and the lower front panel define an
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observation window when the upper front panel is
approximately coplanar with the lower front panel.
Clause 51: The method of Clause 50, wherein: a first
edge of the observation window is approximately 4.0
cm to approximately 8.0 cm from a bottom panel;
and a second edge of the observation window is ap-
proximately 4.0 cm to approximately 8.0 cm from a
top panel.

Clause 52: The method of Clause 34, further com-
prising inserting one or more lower holder flaps into
an enclosure created by the lower holder panel and
the lower front panel.

Clause 53: A case system comprising: a folding
tamper-proof case comprising: a back panel; an up-
per foldable section comprising: a top panel foldably
connected to the back panel; an upper front panel
foldably connected to the top panel; and an upper
holder panel foldably connected to the upper front
panel and comprising a first upper aperture config-
ured to hold a top of a first product; and a lower fold-
able section comprising: a bottom panel foldably
connected to the back panel; a lower front panel fold-
ably connected to the bottom panel; and a lower hold-
er panel foldably connected to the lower front panel
and comprising a first lower aperture configured to
hold a bottom of the first product; and a lower insert
foldable from an open and substantially flat config-
uration to a closed configuration and comprising a
first lower insert aperture configured to hold the bot-
tom of the first product, wherein each of the upper
foldable section and the lower foldable section have
an open configuration and a closed configuration,
wherein, in their open configurations, the upper fold-
able section and the lower foldable section are sub-
stantially coplanar with the back panel, and wherein,
in their closed configurations, the upper foldable sec-
tion and the lower foldable section are configured to
secure the first product within the folding tamper-
proof case.

Clause 54: The case system of Clause 53, further
comprising areinforcing panel comprising a first pan-
el aperture sized to correspond to the first lower in-
sert aperture.

Clause 55: The case system of Clause 54, wherein:
the lower insert comprises one or more slots; the
reinforcing panel comprises one or more insert tabs
sized and positioned to engage the one or more slots
of the lower insert when the lower insert is in the
closed configuration; and when the lower insert and
the folding tamper-proof case are in their closed con-
figurations, the lower insert aperture, the first panel
aperture, and the first lower aperture are configured
to substantially align.

Clause 56: The case system of Clause 54, wherein
the reinforcing panel is foldably connected to the low-
er insert.

Clause 57: The case system of Clause 53, further
comprising an upper insert foldable from an open
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and substantially flat configuration to a closed con-
figuration and comprising afirstupperinsertaperture
configured to hold the top of the first product.
Clause 58: The case system of Clause 53 further
comprising a tear strip on the upper holder panel and
proximate the first upper aperture and configured to
remove a portion of the first upper aperture upon
being removed.

Clause 59: The case system of Clause 53, wherein
at least one of the first upper aperture or the first
lower aperture comprises a plurality of aperture fin-
gers.

Clause 60: A method for securing a product within a
tamper-proof case comprising: folding a bottom in-
ternal support inwardly toward a back panel; folding
a lower holder panel foldably connected to the bot-
tom internal support inwardly toward the back panel
such that the lower holder panel and the bottom in-
ternal support are substantially perpendicular; fold-
ing a lower front panel foldably connected to the low-
er holder panel inwardly toward the back panel such
that the lower front panel and the lower holder panel
are substantially perpendicular; folding a lowerinsert
from a substantially flat configuration to a closed con-
figuration; sliding the lower insert into an enclosure
created by the bottom internal support, the lower
holder panel, and the lower front panel until a first
lower insert aperture on the lower insert aligns with
a first lower aperture on the lower holder panel; in-
serting a bottom of the product into the first lower
aperture and the first lower insert aperture; folding a
top internal support inwardly toward the back panel;
folding an upper holder panel foldably connected to
the top internal support inwardly toward the back
panel such that the upper holder panel and the top
internal support are substantially perpendicular; fold-
ing an upper front panel foldably connected to the
upper holder panel inwardly toward the back panel
such that the upper front panel and the upper holder
panel are substantially perpendicular; hinging the
upper holder panel toward a top of the product such
that the top of the product inserts into an upper ap-
erture on the upper holder panel; and securing the
product within the tamper-proof case.

Clause 61: The method of Clause 60, further com-
prising: folding an upper insert from a substantially
flat configuration to a closed configuration; and slid-
ing the upper insert into an enclosure created by the
top internal support, the upper holder panel, and the
upper front panel until a first upper insert aperture
on the upper insert aligns with the upper aperture.
Clause 62: The method of Clause 60, further com-
prising, prior to folding the lower insert from the sub-
stantially flat configuration to the closed configura-
tion, aligning a first panel aperture of a reinforcing
panel with the first lower insert aperture of the lower
insert.

Clause 63: The method of Clause 62, further com-



37 EP 3 919 403 A1 38

prising aligning one or more insert tabs on the rein-
forcing panel with one or more slots on the lower
insert prior to folding the lower insert from the sub-
stantially flat configuration to the closed configura-
tion.

Clause 64: The method of Clause 60, further com-
prising folding a reinforcing panel foldably connected
to the lower insert such that a first panel aperture of
the reinforcing panel aligns with the first lower insert
aperture of the lower insert.

Clause 65: The method of Clause 60, further com-
prising pulling a tear strip of the upper holder panel
to create an opening in the upper aperture.

Clause 66: The method of Clause 60, wherein, sub-
sequent to securing the product within the tamper-
proof case, the product is separated from the back
panel from between 0.5 cm and 1.5 cm.

Clause 67: The method of Clause 60, wherein the
upper front panel and the lower front panel define an
observation window when the upper front panel is
approximately coplanar with the lower front panel.
Clause 68: The method of Clause 67, wherein: a first
edge of the observation window is approximately 4.0
cm to approximately 8.0 cm from a bottom panel;
and a second edge of the observation window is ap-
proximately 4.0 cm to approximately 8.0 cm from a
top panel.

[0103] Itis to be understood that the mention of one or
more method steps does not preclude the presence of
additional method steps or intervening method steps be-
tween those steps expressly identified. It is also to be
understood that the embodiments and claims disclosed
herein are not limited in their application to the details of
construction and arrangement of the components set
forth in the description and illustrated in the drawings.
Rather, the description and the drawings provide exam-
ples of the embodiments envisioned. The embodiments
and claims disclosed herein are further capable of other
embodiments and of being practiced and carried out in
various ways. Also, it is to be understood that the phra-
seology and terminology employed herein are for the pur-
poses of description and should not be regarded as lim-
iting the claims.

[0104] Accordingly, those skilled in the art will appre-
ciate that the conception upon which the application and
claims are based may be readily utilized as a basis for
the design of other structures, methods, and systems for
carrying out the several purposes of the embodiments
and claims presented in this application. It is important,
therefore, that the claims be regarded as including such
equivalent constructions.

[0105] Furthermore, the purpose of the foregoing Ab-
stractis to enable the public, and especially including the
practitioners in the art who are not familiar with patent
and legalterms or phraseology, to determine quickly from
a cursory inspection the nature and essence of the tech-
nical disclosure of the application. The Abstract is neither
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intended to define the claims of the application, nor is it
intended to be limiting to the scope of the claims in any
way. Instead, it is intended that the invention is defined
by the claims appended hereto.

Claims
1. A case system comprising:
a folding tamper-proof case comprising:

a back panel;
an upper foldable section comprising:

a top panel foldably connected to the
back panel;

an upper front panel foldably connected
to the top panel; and

an upper holder panel foldably connect-
ed to the upper front panel and com-
prising a first upper aperture configured
to hold a top of a first product; and

a lower foldable section comprising:

a bottom panel foldably connected to
the back panel;

a lower front panel foldably connected
to the bottom panel; and

a lower holder panel foldably connect-
ed to the lower front panel and compris-
ing a first lower aperture configured to
hold a bottom of the first product; and

a lower insert foldable from an open and sub-
stantially flat configuration to a closed configu-
ration and comprising a first lower insert aper-
ture configured to hold the bottom of the first
product,

wherein each of the upper foldable section and
the lower foldable section have an open config-
uration and a closed configuration,

wherein, in their open configurations, the upper
foldable section and the lower foldable section
are substantially coplanar with the back panel,
and

wherein, in their closed configurations, the up-
per foldable section and the lower foldable sec-
tion are configured to secure the first product
within the folding tamper-proof case.

2. The case system of Claim 1, further comprising a
reinforcing panel comprising a first panel aperture

sized to correspond to the first lower insert aperture.

3. The case system of Claim 2, wherein:
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the lower insert comprises one or more slots;
the reinforcing panel comprises one or more in-
serttabs sized and positioned to engage the one
or more slots of the lower insert when the lower
insert is in the closed configuration; and

when the lower insert and the folding tamper-
proof case are in their closed configurations, the
lower insert aperture, the first panel aperture,
and the first lower aperture are configured to
substantially align.

The case system of Claim 2, wherein the reinforcing
panel is foldably connected to the lower insert.

The case system of any of Claims 1 to 4 further com-
prising an upper insert foldable from an open and
substantially flat configuration to a closed configura-
tion and comprising a first upper insert aperture con-
figured to hold the top of the first product.

The case system of any of Claims 1 to 5 further com-
prising a tear strip on the upper holder panel and
proximate the first upper aperture and configured to
remove a portion of the first upper aperture upon
being removed.

The case system of any of Claims 1 to 6, wherein at
least one of the first upper aperture or the first lower
aperture comprises a plurality of aperture fingers.

A method for securing a product within a tamper-
proof case comprising:

folding a bottom internal support inwardly to-
ward a back panel;

folding a lower holder panel foldably connected
to the bottom internal support inwardly toward
the back panel such that the lower holder panel
and the bottom internal support are substantially
perpendicular;

folding a lower front panel foldably connected to
the lower holder panel inwardly toward the back
panel such that the lower front panel and the
lower holder panel are substantially perpendic-
ular;

folding a lower insert from a substantially flat
configuration to a closed configuration;

sliding the lower insert into an enclosure created
by the bottom internal support, the lower holder
panel, and the lower front panel until a first lower
insert aperture on the lower insert aligns with a
first lower aperture on the lower holder panel;
inserting a bottom of the product into the first
lower aperture and the firstlower insert aperture;
folding a top internal support inwardly toward
the back panel;

folding an upper holder panel foldably connect-
ed to the top internal support inwardly toward
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9.

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

40

the back panel such that the upper holder panel
and the top internal support are substantially
perpendicular;

folding an upper front panel foldably connected
to the upper holder panel inwardly toward the
back panel such that the upper front panel and
the upper holder panel are substantially perpen-
dicular;

hinging the upper holder panel toward a top of
the product such that the top of the product in-
serts into an upper aperture on the upper holder
panel; and

securing the product within the tamper-proof
case.

The method of Claim 8, further comprising:

folding an upper insert from a substantially flat
configuration to a closed configuration; and
sliding the upperinsertinto an enclosure created
by the top internal support, the upper holder pan-
el, and the upper front panel until a first upper
insert aperture on the upper insert aligns with
the upper aperture.

The method of Claim 8 or 9, further comprising, prior
to folding the lower insert from the substantially flat
configuration to the closed configuration, aligning a
first panel aperture of a reinforcing panel with the
first lower insert aperture of the lower insert.

The method of Claim 10, further comprising aligning
one or more insert tabs on the reinforcing panel with
one or more slots on the lower insert prior to folding
the lower insert from the substantially flat configura-
tion to the closed configuration.

The method of any of Claims 8 to 11, further com-
prising folding a reinforcing panel foldably connected
to the lower insert such that a first panel aperture of
the reinforcing panel aligns with the first lower insert
aperture of the lower insert.

The method of any of Claims 8 to 12, further com-
prising pulling a tear strip of the upper holder panel
to create an opening in the upper aperture.

The method of any of Claims 8 to 13, wherein, sub-
sequent to securing the product within the tamper-
proof case, the product is separated from the back
panel from between 0.5 cm and 1.5 cm.

The method of any of Claims 8 to 14, wherein the
upper front panel and the lower front panel define an
observation window when the upper front panel is
approximately coplanar with the lower front panel.
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