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(54) DOCKING STATION WITH DETACHABLE BACK SUPPORT

(57) A docking station (100) for a handheld electronic
device (430) is described. The docking station (100) com-
prises a main body (106), and one or more feet (105,
111) extending downwards from the main body (106) and
enabling the main body (106) to be placed on the ground.

Furthermore, the docking station (100) comprises a de-
tachable back support (102) extending upwards from the
main body (106) and enabling an electronic device (430)
to be placed into the docking station (100).
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Description

[0001] The present document relates to a docking sta-
tion which may be used within a household, notably within
a kitchen, e.g. to provide support for cooking.
[0002] A docking station may be used within a house-
hold, notably within a kitchen, to provide support for a
household task, such as cooking, to a user of the docking
station. The user may place an electronic device such
as a tablet PC onto a support of the docking station, and
the docking station may be used for rending music which
is provided by the tablet PC.
[0003] The present document addresses the technical
problem of increasing the comfort of use and/or reducing
the cost of a docking station. The technical problem is
solved by each one of the independent claims. Preferred
examples are described in the dependent claims.
[0004] According to an aspect, a docking station for an
electronic device is described. The electronic device may
be a handheld electronic device such as a tablet PC or
a smartphone. The docking station may be configured to
be placed on a table or a worktop within a kitchen. Fur-
thermore, the docking station may be configured to hold
a DIN A4 or DIN A5 sized sheet or a typical tablet PC (e.
g. with a display size of 12 inches or less).
[0005] The docking station may e.g. be configured to
communicate with an electronic device which is placed
into the docking station, notably for rendering an audio
signal provided by the electronic device. The audio signal
may be rendered using a loudspeaker of the docking sta-
tion.
[0006] The docking station comprises a main body,
wherein the main body may exhibit a (circular) cylindrical
form. The main body may exhibit a longitudinal axis which
may be oriented in parallel to the ground (e.g. the work-
top) onto which the docking station is placed. The main
body may e.g. have a diameter between 4cm and 15cm.
Furthermore, the main body may e.g. have a length along
the longitudinal axis between 10cm and 25cm.
[0007] In addition, the docking station comprises one
or more feet extending downwards from the main body
and enabling the main body to be placed on a ground (e.
g. a worktop). The one or more feet may extend along
the longitudinal axis of the main body (e.g. from one end
to the other end of the main body). The docking station
may exhibit a front foot (facing the user of the docking
station, when the user is using the docking station). Al-
ternatively, or in addition, the docking station may exhibit
a rear foot (at the rear side of the docking station). By
providing one or more feet, the docking station may be
placed on a ground in a stable manner.
[0008] In addition, the docking station comprises a de-
tachable back support extending upwards from the main
body and enabling an electronic device to be placed into
the docking station. The back support may exhibit an
angle between 45° and 75° relative to the ground that
the docking station is standing on. The back support may
form a flat backplane which is at least partially in contact

with the backside of a (flat) electronic device that is placed
into the docking station. In other words, the back support
may hold an electronic device from the back.
[0009] The docking station may be designed such that
the back support can be detached from the main body
or attached to the main body by a user of the docking
station (e.g. using one or two hands). In particular, de-
taching and/or attaching may be performed without using
a tool.
[0010] Hence, a docking station is described, which
may be partly dismantled and/or rebuilt in a comfortable
manner (just using one or more hands of a user). As a
result of this, the space, which is taken up by the docking
station may be reduced, thereby increasing the comfort
of use of the docking station and/or thereby reducing
packaging cost of the docking station.
[0011] The main body may comprise a slot having di-
mensions (notably a width and/or a length) which corre-
spond to dimensions (notably a width and/or a length) of
the lower edge of the back support (which is facing the
main body, when the back support is attached to the main
body). The lower edge of the back support may be con-
figured to be placed within the slot of the main body for
attaching the back support to the main body. The dimen-
sions of the slot and the dimensions of the lower edge of
the back support may be such that the slot and the lower
edge of the back support form a positive connection or
a form fit, when the lower edge of the back support is
placed within the slot. As a result of this, the back support
may be held by the main body in a stable manner.
[0012] The back support may comprise a first magnetic
element at the lower edge of the back support, and the
main body may comprise a second magnetic element
within the slot. In particular, the back support and the
main body may comprise at least two pairs of a first mag-
netic element and a second magnetic element, thereby
providing a secure fixation of the back support within the
slot.
[0013] The first magnetic element and the second
magnetic element may be configured to attract one an-
other, such that the back support is retained within the
slot of the main body. For this purpose, the first magnetic
element may comprise a permanent magnet, and the
second magnetic element may comprise a ferromagnetic
material. Alternatively, the first magnetic element may
comprise a ferromagnetic material, and the second mag-
netic element may comprise a magnet. By making use
of a magnet, the back support may be attached to the
main body in an efficient and secure manner.
[0014] The docking station may be configured to move
the first magnetic element and the second magnetic el-
ement away from one another, notably in reaction to the
actuation of a control element (notably a push button) of
the docking station. In particular, the docking station may
comprise a lever which is configured to move the second
magnetic element away from the first magnetic element,
when the control element of the docking station is actu-
ated. The lever may be designed such that the lever is
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actuated by a movement of the control element caused
by a user of the docking station, when actuating the con-
trol element (e.g. when the user is pushing down the con-
trol element, notably the push button).
[0015] By increasing the distance between the first
magnetic element and the second magnetic element, the
magnetic force between the first magnetic element and
the second magnetic element is reduced. The magnetic
force may be reduced such that the user is enabled to
remove the back support from the slot (by pulling at the
top edge of the back support using one hand). Hence,
an efficient and secure removal of the back support is
enabled.
[0016] The back support may comprise a charging coil
that is configured to perform wireless charging of an elec-
tronic device which is placed into the docking station. As
a result of this, the comfort of use of the docking station
is increased further.
[0017] The back support may comprise a power inter-
face, notably a connector, which is configured to be cou-
pled with a power supply within the main body and/or
with a power supply external to the docking station. In
particular, the detachable back support may be config-
ured to be used independently from the main body as a
wireless charging pad, when the back support is de-
tached from the main body. This enables the user to use
the back support in multiple different ways, thereby in-
creasing the comfort for the user.
[0018] The docking station, notably the main body,
may comprise a control unit, wherein the control unit may
be configured to determine that an electronic device has
been placed into the docking station (e.g. using a sensor
of the docking station). The control unit may be config-
ured, in reaction to detecting an electronic device, to (au-
tomatically) initiate a wireless charging event of the elec-
tronic device. Alternatively, or in addition, the control unit
may be configured to determine information regarding
the charging status (notably the state-of-charge) of the
electronic device and to indicate the information via a
user interface (e.g. via a light emitting diode) of the dock-
ing station. As a result of this, the comfort of use of the
docking station is increased further.
[0019] The docking station, notably the back support,
may comprise an attaching section, which is configured
to attract an exchangeable label, notably using a mag-
netic force. For this purpose, the attaching section may
comprise magnetic paint. Alternatively, or in addition, the
docking station, notably the back support, may comprise
a light emitting section which is configured to emit light
in a modifiable color. In this context, the main body may
comprise a multi-color light source (notably a LED) which
is configured to emit light in a modifiable color. Further-
more, the docking station may comprise a light guide
configured to guide light from the light source to the light
emitting section. Hence, a docking station may be pro-
vided which can be adapted to different designs and/or
brandings in an efficient manner.
[0020] It should be noted that the methods and sys-

tems including its preferred embodiments as outlined in
the present document may be used stand-alone or in
combination with the other methods and systems dis-
closed in this document. In addition, the features outlined
in the context of a system are also applicable to a corre-
sponding method. Furthermore, all aspects of the meth-
ods and systems outlined in the present document may
be arbitrarily combined. In particular, the features of the
claims may be combined with one another in an arbitrary
manner.
[0021] The invention is explained below in an exem-
plary manner with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein

Figure 1a shows an example docking station;
Figure 1b shows an example docking station in a
side view;
Figure 2a shows a detachable back support;
Figure 2b shows the main body of a docking station
comprising a slot for a detachable back support;
Figure 2c shows a docking station with a detachable
back support;
Figure 2d illustrates the mechanism for detaching
the back support;
Figure 3a shows a customizable docking station;
Figure 3b shows a docking station comprising a light
guide;
Figure 3c shows a docking station with a customiz-
able logo field; and
Figures 4a to 4e show a docking station with a charg-
ing coil.

[0022] As outlined above, the present document is di-
rected at increasing the comfort of use of a docking sta-
tion. In this context, Fig. 1a shows an example docking
station 100. The docking station 100 comprises a main
chamber or main body 106, which may have a cylindrical
form as illustrated in Fig. 1a. The main chamber 106 may
comprise one or more electronic components such as a
control unit 120, e.g. a microcontroller, of the docking
station 100. Furthermore, the main chamber 106 may
comprise a control panel 103 with one or more control
elements, notably control buttons. The control panel 103
may enable a user to interact with the docking station 100.
[0023] Alternatively, or in addition to a control panel
103, the docking station 100 may comprise a gesture
sensor 104 (located e.g. on the main chamber 106),
which is configured to sense gesture data regarding a
(hand) gesture performed by a user of the docking station
100. The docking station 100 may then be controlled in
dependence of the gesture data. In addition, the docking
station 100 may comprise one or more light elements
110, notably light emitting diodes (LED), e.g. for providing
status information regarding the status of the docking
station 100 to a user of the docking station 100.
[0024] The main chamber 106 may further comprise
one or more loudspeakers 108 which are configured to
emit an audio signal. The one or more loudspeakers 108
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may be located at a face side of the (cylindrical) main
chamber 106. The main chamber 106 may act as an
acoustic chamber for improving the sound quality of the
one or more loudspeakers 108. In addition, the docking
station 100 may comprise a (passive) acoustic radiator
107 on the (cylindrical) surface of the main chamber 106,
preferably facing the user of the docking station 100.
[0025] The docking station 100 may comprise one or
more base feet 105, 111, notably a base foot 105 at a
front side facing the user and/or a rear foot 111 at a rear
side of the docking station 100. The one or more base
feet 105, 111 may be attached to the main chamber 106,
and may extend from the main chamber 106 towards the
ground, on which the docking station 100 is placed. The
one or more base feet 105, 111 may extend along the
longitudinal axis of the (cylindrical) main chamber 106.
[0026] The one or more base feet 105, 111 may each
comprise an isolator element 109, e.g. comprising sili-
cone, at the end which is in contact with the ground that
the docking station 100 is placed on. The use of an iso-
lator element 109 allows the docking station 100 to be
placed in a stable manner. Furthermore, the docking sta-
tion 100 may be isolated against vibrations.
[0027] In addition, the docking station 100 comprises
a back support 102 which extends from the main chamber
106 upwards (i.e. away from the ground that the docking
station 100 is placed on). The back support 102 may
exhibit an angle with regards to the ground between 45°
and 75°, when the docking station 100 is placed on the
ground. The back support 102 may be designed as a
support for a typical tablet PC (e.g. with a screen size
between 8 inch and 13 inch). The back support 102 may
extend along the longitudinal axis of the main chamber
106 (from one end to the other end of the main chamber
106).
[0028] The back support 102 may exhibit one or more
isolator stripes 101 which may extend horizontally across
the back support 102. Furthermore, the back support 102
may comprise an isolator section 112 at the top end of
the back support 102. The use of isolator stripes 101
and/or of an isolator section 112 allows an object, such
as a tablet PC, to be placed onto the back support 102
in a stable manner. Furthermore, isolation of vibrations
may be provided.
[0029] In addition, the docking station 100 may com-
prise a base support 124, as shown in Fig. 1b, which is
located at the contact point between the main chamber
106 and the back support 102. The base support 124
may form a gap within which the lower edge of an elec-
tronic device, notably of a tablet PC, may be placed, in
order to hold the electronic device in a stable manner on
the back support 102. The base support 124 may com-
prise an isolating material, in order to allow vibrations of
the docking station 100 (e.g. due to rending of an audio
signal via a loudspeaker 108 of the docking station 100)
to be isolated.
[0030] Figure 1b shows a side view of the docking sta-
tion 100. The docking station 100 may comprise a hous-

ing 121 for one or more electronic components (e.g. for
the control unit 120). The housing 401 may be located
between the front foot 105 and the rear foot 111 of the
docking station 100. The housing 401 may be part of the
main body 106 of the docking station 100. Furthermore,
the docking station 100 may comprise a data and/or pow-
er interface 122 (e.g. a USB-C interface) for data com-
munication and/or for power supply. In addition, the dock-
ing station 100 may comprise a section 123 for placing
a power cord for a power supply of the docking station
100.
[0031] The docking station 100 shown in Figures 1a
and 1b exhibits a relatively large size, and requires a
relatively large packaging. This increases the cost of the
docking station 100 (notably for logistics) and reduces
the comfort of use for a user of the docking station 100.
Figures 2a to 2d illustrate a docking station 100 which
comprises a detachable back support 102. The docking
station 100, notably the main body 106 of the docking
station 100, comprises a slot 210 which is configured to
receive (the lower edge of) a detachable back support
102. In particular, the lower edge of the back support 102
may be inserted into the slot 210 of the docking station
100.
[0032] The lower edge of the back support 102 exhibits
a certain width (e.g. between 4mm and 10mm) and/or a
certain length (e.g. between 10cm and 30cm), and the
slot 210 may exhibit corresponding dimensions, in order
to allow the lower edge of the back support 102 to be
inserted into the slot 210. The back support 102 and the
slot 210 may be designed to form a frictional connection
and/or a form-fit.
[0033] The back support 102 may comprise one or
more first magnetic elements 201, notably at the lower
edge of the back support 102. Furthermore, the main
body 106 of the docking station 100 may comprise one
or more second magnetic elements 211, notably within
the slot 210. The one or more first magnetic elements
201 and the one or more second magnetic elements 211
are configured to exert an attracting magnetic force onto
one another. In particular, the magnetic elements 201,
211 may be such that the back support 102 is held within
the slot 210 by a magnetic force between corresponding
magnetic elements 201, 211. As a result of this, a reliable
connection between the main body 106 and the detach-
able back support 102 of the docking station 100 may be
provided.
[0034] A first magnetic element 201 may be arranged
directly in front of a corresponding second magnetic el-
ement 211, when the back support 102 is positioned with-
in the slot 210. By doing this, a relatively strong magnetic
force may be achieved, even when using a relatively
small magnet. In a preferred example, the first magnetic
element 201 comprises a magnet and the second mag-
netic element 211 comprises a (ferromagnetic) metal. In
an alternative example, the first magnetic element 201
comprises a (ferromagnetic) metal and the second mag-
netic element 211 comprises a (permanent) magnet.
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[0035] The docking station 100 may comprise a control
element 212, e.g. a push button, which is configured to
release or to weaken the magnetic connection between
the one or more corresponding magnetic elements 201,
211. This may be achieved mechanically, by moving the
one or more second magnetic elements 211 away from
the one or more corresponding first magnetic elements
201 (as illustrated in Fig. 2d). In particular, the control
element 212 may cause the one or more second mag-
netic elements 211 to move along the longitudinal axis
of the main body 106, as shown in Fig. 2d by the arrows
at one edge of the slot 210. By way of example, by push-
ing down the control element 212 a mechanical mecha-
nism (notably a lever) may be actuated, which causes
the one or more second magnetic elements 211 to move
away from the one or more corresponding first magnetic
elements 201. This reduces the magnetic force between
the corresponding magnetic elements 201, 211 and al-
lows the user to detach the back support 102 in a com-
fortable manner (as illustrated by the upward oriented
arrows in Fig. 2d), e.g. by pulling the back support 102
with one hand.
[0036] Hence, a docking station 100 is described,
which allows a user to attach and detach the back support
102 whenever needed. The docking station 100 may be
packaged and shipped to the user with the back support
102 being separated from the main body 106 of the dock-
ing station 100. The user may then attach the back sup-
port 102 manually before placing a tablet PC or smart-
phone onto the docking station 100. The user may be
guided to place the back support 102 securely onto the
main body 106 and/or to remove the back support 102
in a comfortable manner. The back support 102 may com-
prise two magnetic elements 201 and the main body 106
may comprise two corresponding magnet elements 211.
A pair of corresponding magnetic elements 201, 211 may
exhibit opposite (magnetic) polarity to attach the back
support 102 to the main body 106.
[0037] The two second magnet elements 211 on the
main body 106 may be placed on a mechanical lever.
The main body 106 may comprise a push button 212, e.
g. on the back side of the main body 106, which moves
the second magnetic elements 211 to reduce the mag-
netic force between the pairs of magnetic elements 201,
211, thereby allowing the user to remove the back sup-
port 102 in a safe and comfortable manner.
[0038] The construction of the docking station 100 may
thus comprise a detachable back support 102 with two
magnetic elements 201 at the bottom of the back support
102. The body 106 of the docking station 100 may com-
prise corresponding magnetic elements 211 with oppo-
site polarity to attach the back support 102. The magnetic
elements 211 may be placed on a lever connected to a
push button 212 on the main body 106.
[0039] When the user wants to attach the back support
102 to the main body 106, the pairs of magnetic elements
201, 211 allow the back support 102 to be attached in a
comfortable and firm manner. When the user wants to

detach the back support 102, the user pushes the me-
chanical button 212, e.g. on the back incline of the main
body 106, and as a result of this, the back support 102
is set loose from the magnetic elements 211 inside the
slot 210 of the main body 106. The user may then remove
the back support 102 in a comfortable manner.
[0040] By pushing the button 212, the user makes a
conscious choice to remove the back support 102. As a
result of this, an unintentional removal of the back support
102 may be avoided in a reliable manner, thereby pre-
venting a possible damage to an electronic device which
is placed onto the back support 102.
[0041] The mechanism for detaching the back support
102, which is described herein, may be implemented in
a cost-efficient manner.
[0042] A docking station 100 may be used in different
contexts and/or for different brands. Figures 3a to 3c il-
lustrate a docking station 100 which may be adapted in
a flexible manner to different contexts and/or for different
brands. In other words, a customizable docking station
100 is shown.
[0043] The docking station 100 may comprise an at-
taching section 301, notably on the back support 102
and/or on the main body 106, which is configured to hold
a label 306. The attaching section 301 and the label 306
may be configured to attract one another using a mag-
netic force. For this purpose, the attaching section 301
may e.g. comprise a magnetic paint and the label 306
may comprise a (ferromagnetic) metal (or vice versa).
The label 306 may e.g. comprise or indicate the logo of
a particular brand.
[0044] Alternatively, or in addition, the docking station
100 may comprise one or more light emitting sections
302, e.g. on the back support 102 and/or on the main
body 106. The one or more light emitting sections 302
may be configured to emit light in an adaptable color.
This may be achieved using e.g. a RGB (Red, Green,
Blue) light emitting diode (LED). In particular, the docking
station 100 may comprise a light source 304 (e.g. an
RGB LED) which may be located within the main body
106 and/or within the housing 121. The light source 304,
notably the color of the light which is emitted by the light
source 304, may be set by the control unit 120. The light
source 304 may be coupled with the one or more light
emitting sections 302 via one or more light guides 303.
[0045] Hence, a docking station 100 is described,
which may be customized in a flexible and efficient man-
ner, notably to different brands. The docking station 100
may comprise a place or section 301 for attaching a label
306 with the logo of a particular brand. Alternatively, or
in addition, a light emitting section 302 may be provided
which exhibits the color of a particular brand. The back
support 102 of the docking station 100 may comprise a
rectangular area 301 (i.e. an attaching section), which is
painted with magnetic paint. The use of magnetic paint
allows to reduce tooling cost for creating a recess for the
brand label 306.
[0046] Below the magnetic area 301, an area 302 form-
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ing a light line may be provided, wherein the latter area
302 may be configured to change the color depending
on the brand. A RGBW (red, green, blue, white) LED 304
may be placed inside the electronic housing 121 of the
docking station 100 and a connecting light guide 303 may
pass through the back support 102 to illuminate the light
emitting area 302.
[0047] In other words, the docking station 100, notably
the back support 102, may comprise a rectangular area
301 which is painted with magnetic paint. An area 302
below the magnetic paint may be translucent and may
comprise a light guide 303 behind it to channel light from
the electronic housing 121 of the docking station 100.
The light may be emitted by a single RGBW LED 404 in
the electronics housing 121, which illuminates the light
line 302 under the brand bar area 301. Fig. 3c illustrates
how a user may place a brand label 306 on the magnetic
area 301 in a comfortable manner. The color of the LED
304 may be changed using software control.
[0048] An electronic device may be placed onto the
docking station 100, notably onto the back support 102,
for a relatively long time. Figures 4a to 4e show a docking
station 100 which is configured to perform wireless charg-
ing of an electronic device 430 which is placed onto the
docking station 100. In particular, the docking station 100
may comprise a charging coil 401 within the back support
102, wherein the charging coil 401 may be attached to a
power supply of the docking station 100, notably to a
power supply of the main body 106 of the docking station
100. Wireless charging may be provided using e.g. the
Qi standard. The charging coil 401 may be configured to
generate a magnetic field which induces a charging cur-
rent within a corresponding coil of an electronic device
430.
[0049] The control unit 120 may be configured to detect
that an electronic device 430, notably a tablet PC or a
smartphone, has been placed onto the docking station
100. In reaction to this, the control unit 120 may cause
the electronic device 430 to be charged using the charg-
ing coil 401.
[0050] As indicated above, the back support 102 may
be detachable. The back support 102 may comprise a
data and/or power interface 402 and the main body 106
may comprise a corresponding data and/or power inter-
face 403. The interfaces 402, 403 may form a plug-in
connection. An example interface is a USB, notably a
USB-C, interface. Hence, when placing the back support
102 into the slot 210 of the main body 106, the interface
402 of the back support 102 may form a plug-in connec-
tion with the corresponding interface 403 of the main body
106. The electrical power for charging an electronic de-
vice 430 using the charging coil 401 may be provided via
the interfaces 402, 403.
[0051] The detachable back support 102 may be con-
figured to be used stand-alone (without the main body
106) as a wireless charging pad for an electronic device
430, as illustrated in Fig. 4d. For this purpose, the data
and/or power interface 402 of the back support 102

and/or a separate power interface 404 may be used to
connect an external power supply 405 (e.g. a power
plug). The back support 102 may then be placed e.g. on
a table and an electronic device 430 may be placed onto
the back support 102 for charging. The detachable back
support 102 may then be used independently from the
main body 106 of the docking station 100.
[0052] The control unit 120 of the docking station 100
may be configured to determine the charging status, no-
tably the state of charge (SOC), of an electronic device
430. Information regarding the charging status may be
indicated on the main body 106 of the docking status 100
using a light element 110. By way of example, the color
of the light element 110 and/or a blinking pattern of the
light element 110 may indicate the charging status. By
indicating the charging status on the docking station 100,
the comfort of use of the docking station 100 may be
increased further.
[0053] Hence, a docking station 100 is described,
which is configured to charge a handheld electronic de-
vice 430 wirelessly through a coil 401 inside the docking
or back support 102. The docking or back support 102
may be detachable, and a power channel inside the back
support 102 may allow the back support 102 to be used
(separately from the main body 106 and/or from the dock-
ing station 100) as a wireless charging pad for an elec-
tronic device 430.
[0054] In other words, the docking station 100 may
comprise a wireless charging coil 401 inside the back
support 102. The back support 102 may comprise a con-
nector 402 for connecting the back support 102 to the
electronics housing 121 and/or to the main body 106,
when the back support 102 is attached to the main body
106. A detachable back support 102 may be removed
from the docking station 100 and may be configured to
be used as a separate charging pad. For this purpose,
the back support 102 may comprise a connector 404 for
attaching a power cable 405 to the back support.
[0055] The docking station 100 may comprise a front
LED 110 which is configured to indicate the charging sta-
tus of the electronic device 430 which is placed onto the
back support 102. The color green may indicate fully
charged, the color orange may indicate 30-80% charged
and/or the color red may indicate less than 10% charged.
[0056] By providing a docking station 100 which com-
prises a wireless charging coil 401, the comfort of use of
the docking station 100 may be increased further. In par-
ticular, a user may be provided with the possibility to use
and to charge an electronic device 430 simultaneously.
By integrating the charging coil 401 into a detachable
back support 102, an independent charging pad may be
provided in an efficient manner. Charging may be pro-
vided independently from a docking status between the
docking station 100 and the electronic device 430 which
is placed onto the docking station 100.
[0057] It should be noted that the description and draw-
ings merely illustrate the principles of the proposed meth-
ods and systems. Those skilled in the art will be able to
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implement various arrangements that, although not ex-
plicitly described or shown herein, embody the principles
of the invention and are included within its spirit and
scope. Furthermore, all examples and embodiment out-
lined in the present document are principally intended
expressly to be only for explanatory purposes to help the
reader in understanding the principles of the proposed
methods and systems. Furthermore, all statements here-
in providing principles, aspects, and embodiments of the
invention, as well as specific examples thereof, are in-
tended to encompass equivalents thereof.

Claims

1. A docking station (100) for a handheld electronic de-
vice (430); the docking station (100) comprising

- a main body (106);
- one or more feet (105, 111) extending down-
wards from the main body (106) and enabling
the main body (106) to be placed on a ground;
and
- a detachable back support (102) extending up-
wards from the main body (106) and enabling
an electronic device (430) to be placed into the
docking station (100).

2. The docking station (100) according to claim 1,
wherein

- the main body (106) comprises a slot (210)
having dimensions which correspond to dimen-
sions of a lower edge of the back support (102);
and
- the lower edge of the back support (102) is
configured to be placed within the slot (210) of
the main body (106) for attaching the back sup-
port (102) to the main body (106).

3. The docking station (100) according to claim 2,
wherein the dimensions of the slot (210) and the di-
mensions of the lower edge of the back support (102)
are such that the slot (210) and the lower edge of
the back support exhibit a form fit, when the lower
edge of the back support (102) is placed within the
slot (210).

4. The docking station (100) according to any of claims
2 to 3, wherein

- the back support (102) comprises a first mag-
netic element (201) at the lower edge of the back
support (102);
- the main body (106) comprises a second mag-
netic element (211) within the slot (210);
- the first magnetic element (201) and the sec-
ond magnetic element (211) are configured to

attract one another, such that the back support
(102) is retained within the slot (210) of the main
body (106).

5. The docking station (100) according to claim 4,
wherein the

- the first magnetic element (201) comprises a
permanent magnet, and the second magnetic
element (211) comprises a ferromagnetic mate-
rial; or
- the first magnetic element (201) comprises a
ferromagnetic material, and the second magnet-
ic element (211) comprises a magnet.

6. The docking station (100) according to any of claims
4 to 5, wherein the docking station (100) is configured
to move the first magnetic element (201) and the
second magnetic element (211) away from one an-
other, notably in reaction to actuation of a control
element (212) of the docking station (100), in order
to reduce a magnetic force between the first mag-
netic element (201) and the second magnetic ele-
ment (211), and to allow a user to remove the back
support (102) from the slot (201).

7. The docking station (100) according to claim 6,
wherein

- the docking station (100) comprises a lever
which is configured to move the second mag-
netic element (211) away from the first magnetic
element (201), when the control element (212)
of the docking station (100) is actuated; and
- the lever is notably actuated by a movement
of the control element (212) caused by a user
of the docking station (100), when actuating the
control element (212).

8. The docking station (100) according to any previous
claim, wherein the back support (102) comprises a
charging coil (401) configured to perform wireless
charging of an electronic device (430) which is
placed into the docking station (100).

9. The docking station (100) according to claim 8,
wherein the back support (102) comprises a power
interface (402, 404), notably a connector, configured
to be coupled with a power supply within the main
body (106) and/or with a power supply external to
the docking station (100).

10. The docking station (100) according to any of claims
8 to 9, wherein the detachable back support (102) is
configured to be used independently from the main
body (106) as a wireless charging pad, when the
back support (102) is detached from the main body
(106).
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11. The docking station (100) according to any of claims
8 to 10, wherein

- the docking station (100), notably the main
body (106), comprises a control unit (120); and
- the control unit (120) is configured to

- determine that an electronic device (430)
has been placed into the docking station
(100); and
- in reaction to this, initiate a wireless charg-
ing event of the electronic device (430);
and/or
- in reaction to this, determine information
regarding a charging status of the electronic
device (430) and indicate the information
via a user interface (110) of the docking sta-
tion (100).

12. The docking station (100) according to any previous
claim, wherein the docking station (100), notably the
back support (102), comprises an attaching section
(301), which is configured to attract an exchangeable
label (306), notably using a magnetic force.

13. The docking station (100) according to any previous
claims, wherein the docking station (100), notably
the back support (102), comprises a light emitting
section (302) configured to emit light in a modifiable
color.

14. The docking station (100) according to claim 13,
wherein

- the main body (106) comprises a multi-color
light source (304) which is configured to emit
light; and
- the docking station (100) comprises a light
guide (303) configured to guide light from the
light source (304) to the light emitting section
(302).

15. The docking station (100) according to any previous
claims, wherein the docking station (100) is config-
ured to communicate with an electronic device (430)
which is placed into the docking station (100), nota-
bly for rendering an audio signal provided by the elec-
tronic device (430) using a loudspeaker (108) of the
docking station (100).

Amended claims in accordance with Rule 137(2)
EPC.

1. A docking station (100) for a handheld electronic de-
vice (430); the docking station (100) comprising

- a main body (106) comprising a slot (210);

- one or more feet (105, 111) extending down-
wards from the main body (106) and enabling
the main body (106) to be placed on a ground;
and
- a detachable back support (102) extending up-
wards from the main body (106) and enabling
an electronic device (430) to be placed into the
docking station (100);
- wherein the slot (210) has dimensions which
correspond to dimensions of a lower edge of the
back support (102) and the lower edge of the
back support (102) is configured to be placed
within the slot (210) of the main body (106) for
attaching the back support (102) to the main
body (106);
- wherein the back support (102) comprises a
first magnetic element (201) at the lower edge
of the back support (102);
- the main body (106) comprises a second mag-
netic element (211) within the slot (210); and
- the first magnetic element (201) and the sec-
ond magnetic element (211) are configured to
attract one another, such that the back support
(102) is retained within the slot (210) of the main
body (106);
characterized in that
- the docking station (100) comprises a lever
which is configured to move the second mag-
netic element (211) away from the first magnetic
element (201), when a control element (212) of
the docking station (100) is actuated, in order to
reduce a magnetic force between the first mag-
netic element (201) and the second magnetic
element (211), and to allow a user to remove
the back support (102) from the slot (201).

2. The docking station (100) according to claim 1,
wherein the dimensions of the slot (210) and the di-
mensions of the lower edge of the back support (102)
are such that the slot (210) and the lower edge of
the back support exhibit a form fit, when the lower
edge of the back support (102) is placed within the
slot (210).

3. The docking station (100) according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein the

- the first magnetic element (201) comprises a
permanent magnet, and the second magnetic
element (211) comprises a ferromagnetic mate-
rial; or
- the first magnetic element (201) comprises a
ferromagnetic material, and the second magnet-
ic element (211) comprises a magnet.

4. The docking station (100) according to any previous
claim, wherein the lever is actuated by a movement
of the control element (212) caused by a user of the
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docking station (100), when actuating the control el-
ement (212).

5. The docking station (100) according to any previous
claim, wherein the back support (102) comprises a
charging coil (401) configured to perform wireless
charging of an electronic device (430), which is
placed into the docking station (100).

6. The docking station (100) according to claim 5,
wherein the back support (102) comprises a power
interface (402, 404), notably a connector, configured
to be coupled with a power supply within the main
body (106) and/or with a power supply external to
the docking station (100).

7. The docking station (100) according to any of claims
5 to 6, wherein the detachable back support (102) is
configured to be used independently from the main
body (106) as a wireless charging pad, when the
back support (102) is detached from the main body
(106).

8. The docking station (100) according to any of claims
5 to 7, wherein

- the docking station (100), notably the main
body (106), comprises a control unit (120); and
- the control unit (120) is configured to

- determine that an electronic device (430)
has been placed into the docking station
(100); and
- in reaction to this, initiate a wireless charg-
ing event of the electronic device (430);
and/or
- in reaction to this, determine information
regarding a charging status of the electronic
device (430) and indicate the information
via a user interface (110) of the docking sta-
tion (100).

9. The docking station (100) according to any previous
claim, wherein the docking station (100), notably the
back support (102), comprises an attaching section
(301), which is configured to attract an exchangeable
label (306), notably using a magnetic force.

10. The docking station (100) according to any previous
claims, wherein the docking station (100), notably
the back support (102), comprises a light emitting
section (302) configured to emit light in a modifiable
color.

11. The docking station (100) according to claim 10,
wherein

- the main body (106) comprises a multi-color

light source (304) which is configured to emit
light; and
- the docking station (100) comprises a light
guide (303) configured to guide light from the
light source (304) to the light emitting section
(302).

12. The docking station (100) according to any previous
claims, wherein the docking station (100) is config-
ured to communicate with an electronic device (430)
which is placed into the docking station (100), nota-
bly for rendering an audio signal provided by the elec-
tronic device (430) using a loudspeaker (108) of the
docking station (100).
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