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(54) CONNECTING ELEMENT

(57) Connecting element (1) comprising a base seg-
ment (2), with which the connecting element (1) is con-
nectable to a substructure (3), and comprising a coupling
segment (4) with which the connecting element (1) is

connectable to an exposed element, such as a strip,
wherein a base segment (2) and the coupling segment
(4) are two separate components that are joined together
detachably.



EP 3 960 955 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a connecting
element comprising abase segment, with which the con-
necting element is connectable to a substructure, and
comprising a coupling segment with which the connect-
ing element is connectable to an exposed element, such
as a strip.
[0002] The present invention also relates to an assem-
bly of a substructure and one or more connecting ele-
ments for connecting a strip to the substructure to form
a wall or a floor, wherein the substructure comprises at
least one profile, wherein the profile extends in a longi-
tudinal direction, a transverse direction and a vertical di-
rection.
[0003] The exposed elements are for example strips,
wherein these strips are then provided to form a wall or
a floor, such as a façade wall, a ceiling or a terrace. The
wall or the floor then follows along the substructure and
extends for example above, next to, or under the sub-
structure. This substructure comprises for example one
or more profiles.
[0004] When covering façades, forming ceilings or
forming terraces, use is often made of elongated strips,
which will be placed next to each other to create a certain
aesthetic effect and/or a walking surface. For fastening
these strips in the desired manner to a façade, a ceiling
or a substrate, use is often made of a substructure, such
as profiles/rails, and associated connecting elements,
such as clips. The profiles are then secured to the façade,
the ceiling or the substrate, respectively. The connecting
elements are fastened to the profiles and comprise for
example click elements, which are clickably receivable
in corresponding grooves of the strips. The strips are
then fastened to the profiles by means of the connecting
elements so as to form a wall or a floor.
[0005] The existing connecting elements comprise for
example a coupling segment with one or more click ele-
ments that are clickably receivable in a groove of an
aforementioned strip, wherein the grooves of the strips
for example are accessible via a relatively narrow open-
ing. During connecting of the connecting elements to the
strips, the one or more click elements click firmly in the
groove. Once the click elements have been firmly clicked
in the groove, it is difficult to detach the strip from the
connecting elements again.
[0006] As time passes, it may be desirable to detach
one or more strips again. This is for example the case
when one or more strips are damaged and need to be
replaced. If mistakes are made during installation, it may
also be desirable to detach one or more strips again in
order for them to be installed correctly. With the existing
connecting elements it is time-consuming to detach strips
from the substructure.
[0007] Thus, one aim of the invention is to provide con-
necting elements that allow the exposed elements to be
detached easily from the substructure.
[0008] This aim is achieved by providing a connecting

element as presented in the first paragraph of the de-
scription, wherein the base segment and the coupling
segment are two separate components that are joined
together detachably.
[0009] A strip that is connected with one or more con-
necting elements to a substructure can then be detached
from the substructure by detaching the coupling segment
with the one or more connecting elements from the re-
spective base segment. The result is then a substructure
to which one or more base segments are fastened and
an exposed element to which one or more coupling seg-
ments are fastened. Optionally, one may choose to de-
tach the base segments from the substructure and/or to
detach the coupling segments from the exposed element,
and then connect the base segments and the coupling
segments back together to form usable connecting ele-
ments. By means of these connecting elements, strips
are easily replaceable or movable, and optionally the
connecting elements are also reusable. In addition, be-
cause the coupling segment and the base segment are
two separate components, it is possible to configure the
base segment in such a way that it has the necessary
rigidity, and configure the coupling segment in such a
way that it has the necessary flexibility to accomplish
connection to an exposed element. Thus, the base seg-
ment and the coupling segment may for example be
made of different materials. The coupling segment may
for example be made of spring steel or plastic. The base
segment may for example be made of aluminium, steel
or plastic. The substructure may for example comprise
one or more profiles, such as aluminium profiles. Prefer-
ably the base segment is made entirely of the second
material. Preferably the coupling segment is made en-
tirely of the first material.
[0010] By means of these connecting elements, one
or more exposed elements are fastenable to a substruc-
ture to form a visible surface.
[0011] Preferably the coupling segment is made of a
first material comprising metal or plastic and the base
segment is made of a second material comprising metal
or plastic, wherein the first material and second material
are different. By making said segments from different ma-
terials, these segments can be provided with the neces-
sary properties. Thus, the base segment can be made
of a stiff and sturdy material such as steel, aluminium,
PVC, etc. The coupling segment may then be made from
a springy material, such as spring steel or a plastic with
the necessary flexibility. The coupling segment may thus
be made of a material so that it is clickably connectable
to the base segment as well as clickably connectable to
an exposed element. If both segments are made of a
metal or a metal alloy, the connecting element contrib-
utes to fire safety.
[0012] In an alternative embodiment, the coupling seg-
ment and/or the base segment are each made of two or
more materials.
[0013] Preferably the coupling segment is clickably
connected to the base segment. A click connection of
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this kind may, if desired, be detached again and can be
restored if desired.
[0014] In a specific embodiment the coupling segment
comprises one or more coupling elements that are con-
nectably receivable in a groove of an exposed element
in a receiving direction, for connecting the coupling seg-
ment to an exposed element, wherein the coupling seg-
ment extends beyond the base segment viewed in the
receiving direction in such a way that the one or more
coupling elements extend next to the base segment
viewed in the receiving direction, so that one or more
exposed elements, which are fastened to a substructure
by means of one or more of said connecting elements,
form a visible surface which, viewed in the receiving di-
rection, follows along the substructure. These one or
more coupling elements may for example be clickably
receivable in a groove of an exposed element. Thus, the
coupling elements may for example be click elements
such as pairs of two small springs/wings that are located
opposite one another, or small springs/wings extending
successively next to each other. These click elements
may for example be receivable in grooves of the strips
that are accessible via a relatively narrow opening. Dur-
ing the connecting of the connecting elements to the
strips, the small springs/wings are then pressed in during
passage through the opening, then springing back once
they have passed through the aforementioned narrow
opening. Once the small springs/wings have sprung
back, an aforementioned strip will not become detached
undesirably from the connecting elements.
[0015] Preferably, in this specific embodiment, the one
or more coupling elements extend to a distance from the
base segment viewed in the receiving direction.
[0016] Also preferably, in this specific embodiment, the
base segment comprises one or more passages that ex-
tend in the receiving direction, wherein the coupling seg-
ment extends through these one or more passages and
extends on either side of these one or more passages
viewed in the receiving direction, and wherein the cou-
pling segment engages on the base segment at the level
of these one or more passages to connect the coupling
segment to the base segment. The connection between
the coupling segment and the base segment is breakable
at the level of the base segment. The connection between
the coupling segment and the base segment is therefore
breakable when the connecting element connects an ex-
posed element to a substructure, for example by applying
a hand tool or similar between this exposed element and
the substructure. The coupling segment is for example
clickably connectable to the coupling segment at the level
of the one or more passages. For this, the coupling seg-
ment may comprise one or more components that are
clickably receivable in the one or more respective pas-
sages.
[0017] More preferably, the coupling segment com-
prises a first coupling part, comprising the one or more
coupling elements, and one or more second coupling
parts, and the base segment comprises a sheet-like base

that extends almost perpendicularly to the receiving di-
rection, wherein this base comprises said one or more
passages, an upper plate surface that is configured to
be directed towards an exposed element and a lower
plate surface located opposite the upper plate surface,
wherein, viewed in the receiving direction, the first cou-
pling part extends on the side of the upper plate surface
and rests against the upper plate surface and the one or
more second coupling parts each comprise a first com-
ponent that adjoins the first coupling part and extends in
a respective passage and on this first component there
is an adjoining second component that rests against the
lower plate surface. Because the second component
rests against the lower plate surface and the first coupling
part rests against the upper plate surface, here the base
segment is clamped between components of the cou-
pling segment. This produces a sturdy connection and
there is little risk of this connection being broken unde-
sirably.
[0018] The first material is preferably a springy mate-
rial, such as spring steel. The springy material may also
be a plastic. Springy materials are good for making click
connections. A coupling segment made of a springy ma-
terial may therefore be clickably connectable to an ex-
posed element and detachably clickably connectable to
the base segment. Preferably the coupling segment is
then formed from a plate made of this first material,
wherein this plate is then folded and/or cutouts are made
in this plate, to form the desired coupling segment.
[0019] More preferably and in the specific embodi-
ment, the coupling segment is formed from a plate made
of this first material, wherein this plate is folded along a
main fold line that divides the plate into two almost iden-
tical segments, wherein this main fold line extends almost
parallel to the base, and each segment comprises a first
sheet part with a rectangular perimeter, which adjoins
the main fold line, and one or more second sheet parts
adjoining this first sheet part, wherein the first sheet parts
form the first coupling part and the second sheet parts
are the respective second coupling parts, and wherein
the first sheet parts, in the connected state of the base
segment and the coupling segment and at the level of
the second coupling parts, can be brought towards each
other from the main fold line, to break the connection
between the base segment and the coupling segment.
The first sheet parts are foldable towards each other
along the main fold line. Second sheet parts and second
coupling parts are then terms that are interchangeable.
The second coupling parts are preferably located two by
two opposite each other, viewed in the direction of the
main fold line. The plate may for example be a plate made
of spring steel. A plate made of spring steel is foldable
into the desired shape. Cutouts may also be made in
these plates, in order to obtain the desired shape and for
example to form the coupling elements. With the aid of
this main fold line, the first coupling parts are foldable
towards each other at the level of the second coupling
parts. By means of a hand tool or the like it is possible
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for example for the first sheet parts, in the connected
state of the base segment and the coupling segment, to
be brought towards each other, to break the connection
between the base segment and the coupling segment.
[0020] More preferably, each second component is
folded relative to the respective first component and the
second component adjoins the lower plate surface. The
second coupling parts then form legs that support the
coupling segment. With this configuration, a sturdy con-
nection is obtained between the base segment and the
coupling segment.
[0021] Even more preferably, the base segment com-
prises at least two of said passages that extend at a dis-
tance from each other viewed in the direction of the main
fold line, wherein at least two second sheet parts adjoin
each first sheet part, wherein these second sheet parts
extend at a distance from each other viewed in the direc-
tion of the main fold line and wherein the second sheet
parts extend through the respective passages.
[0022] Also more preferably, each first sheet part com-
prises cutouts, for forming the coupling elements. The
coupling elements are in this case configured to engage
in a groove of an exposed element. It is possible for ex-
ample to opt for cutouts that form tooth-shaped coupling
elements. The coupling segment may then be formed
from one sheet-like component that is cut and folded into
the desired shape.
[0023] The present invention also relates to an assem-
bly of a substructure and one or more connecting ele-
ments for connecting a strip to the substructure to form
a wall or a floor, wherein the substructure comprises at
least one profile, wherein the profile extends in a longi-
tudinal direction, a transverse direction and a vertical di-
rection, wherein the one or more connecting elements
are connecting elements as described above. One or
more of said profiles then form said substructure.
[0024] In a preferred embodiment, the profile compris-
es one or more openings that are accessible in the ver-
tical direction and extend in succession viewed in the
longitudinal direction, wherein the base segment of each
connecting element comprises a base and an element
that projects relative to the base and is receivable as a
form-fit in said one or more openings and in the receiving
direction, which extends in the vertical direction, so that
the connecting element is couplable to the profile in at
least one base position, wherein the projecting element
extends through an aforementioned opening and the
connecting element occupies an almost fixed place rel-
ative to the profile viewed in the longitudinal direction,
and wherein the profile comprises a channel that extends
in the longitudinal direction, and at a distance from the
one or more openings viewed in the transverse direction,
wherein the projecting element is receivable in the chan-
nel in the receiving direction, so that each connecting
element is additionally couplable to the profile in a sliding
position, wherein the projecting element extends into the
channel. In the prior art, often during installation of the
wall/floor, the connecting elements have already been

connected to the profiles beforehand. It is only then nec-
essary to connect the profiles to for example the façade,
the ceiling, or the substrate and then connect the strips
to the connecting elements, which ensures quick and
easy installation. These connecting elements occupy a
fixed position relative to the profiles and are fastened to
the profiles at equal distances from one another. The
disadvantage of this is that it allows little freedom of
movement for placement of the strips. Façades, ceilings
and substrates often do not have standard dimensions,
so that the finish at the level of the edges is not always
really aesthetic. Thus, for example, it will be necessary
to saw off pieces of strips at the level of the edges. The
strips may be placed in such a way that there is still some
space between the successive strips, i.e. there is still
some clearance between the strips. This clearance would
in principle allow differences in dimensions to be com-
pensated, but the position of the connecting elements on
the profiles is already established beforehand. With the
existing assemblies of profiles and connecting elements,
it is not easy or is even impossible to readjust the position
of the connecting elements, once they are fastened to
the profiles. One solution would be to connect the con-
necting elements to the profiles only during installation
of the wall or the floor, but installation then takes much
more time. By means of the aforementioned preferred
embodiment, the aforementioned problem is rectified
and an assembly is obtained that gives an aesthetic fin-
ish, easily and quickly. With the aforementioned channel,
there is more freedom of choice regarding the position
of the connecting element relative to the profile, viewed
in the longitudinal direction. Thus, it is possible to choose
where the connecting element is located in the sliding
position, viewed in the longitudinal direction. Accordingly,
a floor or a wall can be given an aesthetic finish, regard-
less of the dimensions. The minimum dimension of the
channel, viewed in the transverse direction, is preferably
at least as large as the corresponding dimension of the
one or more openings. The channel extends in the lon-
gitudinal direction. The dimensions of the channel may
then be configured so that the projecting element, and
thus also the connecting element, are installed slidably
in the channel in the sliding position, in the longitudinal
direction and over a certain length or the full length of the
channel. Preferably the channel extends mainly at the
bottom of said openings, viewed in the receiving direc-
tion. The one or more openings extend following one an-
other, viewed in the longitudinal direction, and always at
a distance from one another. In this case each connecting
element is connectable to the profile in the two aforemen-
tioned positions, i.e. a base position in which the project-
ing element extends through an aforementioned opening
and a sliding position in which the connecting element
extends in the channel. Because a channel allows dis-
placement of the projecting element or at least allows the
connecting element to be connected to the profile in dif-
ferent positions, viewed in the longitudinal direction,
therefore in the sliding position the fastening element can
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be given the desired place relative to the profile, viewed
in the longitudinal direction. It will then be possible to
choose the mutual distance between two successive
strips that are connected to the profile. A fastening ele-
ment that is in the sliding position, whether or not it is
brought to the desired place by displacement, may then
for example additionally be fastened with a screw or the
like to the profile, so that when the wall or terrace is in
use, the connecting element can no longer slide in the
longitudinal direction of the profile. This additional fas-
tening of the connecting element may be carried out be-
fore or after a strip is fastened to the profile. Installation
can then take place easily and quickly, while the strips
are always fastenable aesthetically to the profile. Thus,
for example, it will be possible to deliver the profile with
the connecting elements fastened thereon, wherein the
connecting elements are all located in said base posi-
tions. The base positions then form the standard posi-
tions. If it appears that one or more connecting elements
must be located in a non-standard position, in order to
allow the strips to be connected aesthetically to the pro-
file, these one or more connecting elements are brought
to their sliding positions, and these one or more connect-
ing elements will for example be displaced until the de-
sired place on the profile is reached, in such a way that
all strips are connectable to the profile in an aesthetic
manner. It is then only necessary to bring one or more
connecting elements into the sliding position, so that in-
stallation is still always easy. By providing an aforemen-
tioned channel, each connecting element can always oc-
cupy the desired place in the longitudinal direction. Thus,
a connecting element that extends between two other
connecting elements can for example occupy any place
between these two connecting elements, viewed in the
longitudinal direction. The channel preferably extends
over the full length of the profile. However, there may
also be several such channels extending successively
one after another, viewed in the longitudinal direction.
[0025] The aforementioned openings are for example
circular.
[0026] In an alternative embodiment of this preferred
embodiment, the base segment and the coupling seg-
ment also do not need to be two separate components
that are joined together detachably. Thus, the base seg-
ment and the coupling segment may for example be con-
figured as one piece. The fastening element is then for
example a plastic element that is obtained by injection
moulding. The base segment and the coupling segment
may also be joined together non-detachably. This signi-
fies that for example they are not detachable from each
other without damage. The feature ’the base segment
and the coupling segment are two separate components
that are joined together detachably’ is not in this case an
essential feature and thus does not need to be present
on assembly.
[0027] More preferably, in the preferred embodiment
or the alternative embodiment, the profile comprises two
vertical parts that extend in the longitudinal direction and

that extend at a distance from each other viewed in the
transverse direction, wherein the openings extend be-
tween these vertical parts viewed in the transverse di-
rection and wherein the vertical parts extend beyond the
one or more openings viewed in the vertical direction,
wherein the base segment is clickably receivable be-
tween these vertical parts, and the dimension of the base
segment in the transverse direction, in the base position
and the sliding position of the connecting element, there-
fore almost coincides with said distance between the ver-
tical parts. The connecting element is in this case addi-
tionally clicked firmly between these vertical parts, in the
base position and in the sliding position. A click connec-
tion is a connection that can be made easily and quickly.
In addition, if desired, this connection is also breakable
again. Therefore a connecting element that is connected
to the profile in an aforementioned base position is de-
tachable from the profile again, for the connecting ele-
ment to be connected to the profile in the sliding position.
In the sliding position, this click connection preferably
allows a displacement of the connecting element in the
longitudinal direction.
[0028] Also preferably, in the preferred embodiment or
the alternative embodiment, the base position is rotated
180° relative to the sliding position, namely about an axis
that extends in the vertical direction. Therefore it is easy
to work with said openings that extend on one line viewed
in the longitudinal direction and with an aforementioned
channel that extends in the longitudinal direction, at a
distance from the openings viewed in the transverse di-
rection. The projecting element is preferably off-centre,
viewed in the transverse direction in a connected state
of the connecting element to the profile. Viewed in the
transverse direction, the openings and the channel also
preferably extend off-centre, wherein the distance from
said openings to the middle of the profile and the distance
from the channel to the middle of the profile are almost
the same.
[0029] More preferably, viewed in the transverse direc-
tion, the distance from the channel to its farthest located
vertical part is roughly equal to the distance from an afore-
mentioned opening to its farthest located vertical part and
wherein the distance from the opening to its nearest lo-
cated vertical part is roughly equal to the distance be-
tween the projecting element and an edge of the base
segment when the connecting element is connected to
the profile in an aforementioned base position. Here, the
distance always means the minimum distance. The dis-
tance to the middle of the profile that extends between
the two vertical parts, viewed in the transverse direction,
is then preferably the same for both the channel and an
aforementioned opening. Here, the projecting element is
then off-centre, viewed in the transverse direction. The
openings are then located on the left and the channel is
located on the right, or vice versa, viewed in the longitu-
dinal direction. Then by providing said connecting ele-
ment, wherein said positions are rotated 180° relative to
each other viewed in the vertical direction, and wherein
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the projecting element is not located centrally viewed in
the transverse direction, in the base position and the slid-
ing position, it is possible to choose whether to fit the
projecting element in an aforementioned opening or in
the channel. "Distances that are roughly equal" means
distances that differ by less than 0.5 cm, preferably less
than 0.3 cm and most preferably less than 0.1 cm.
[0030] The present invention is now explained in more
detail on the basis of the following detailed description
of a preferred embodiment of a connecting element and
an assembly according to the present invention. The pur-
pose of this description is exclusively to present illustra-
tive examples and point out further advantages and fea-
tures, and should thus not be interpreted in any way as
a limitation of the scope of the invention or of the patent
rights claimed in the claims.
[0031] In this detailed description, the appended draw-
ings are referred to by means of reference numbers,
wherein

- Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a first embodiment of
a connecting element according to the invention;

- Fig. 2 is a perspective view of an assembly of a profile
and a connecting element according to the invention,
in which the profile is shown partially and in which
the connecting element is the connecting element
as shown in Fig. 1;

- Fig. 3 is a side view of the connecting element shown
in Fig. 1;

- Fig. 4 is a front view of the connecting element shown
in Fig. 1;

- Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the connecting ele-
ment shown in Fig. 1, where the underside is clearly
visible;

- Fig. 6 shows a cross-section of an assembly of a
profile and a connecting element according to the
invention, in which the connecting element is the
connecting element as shown in Fig. 1 and in which
the connecting element is connected to the profile in
a sliding position;

- Fig. 7 is a cut-away perspective view of the connect-
ing element shown in Fig. 1;

- Fig. 8 is a perspective view of a second embodiment
of a connecting element according to the invention;

- Fig. 9 is a cut-away perspective view of the connect-
ing element shown in Fig. 8;

- Fig. 10 is a perspective view of an embodiment of a
profile of an assembly according to the invention.

[0032] The connecting elements (1) as shown in the
figures comprise a base segment (2) and a coupling seg-
ment (4). The coupling segment (4) is clickably detach-
ably connected to the base segment (2). The coupling
segment (4) is formed from a plate made of spring steel,
wherein this plate is folded and cut to the desired shape.
The base segment (2) is made of a metal, such as alu-
minium, or a metal alloy, wherein the material of the cou-
pling segment (4) differs from the material of the base

segment (2).
[0033] By means of the base segment (2), each con-
necting element (1) is couplable to a substructure (3)
(see Figs. 2 and 6). Here, the substructure (3) comprises
one or more elongated profiles (3), such as aluminium
profiles (3). The base segment (2) is clickably receivable
between vertical walls (14) of the profile (3). By means
of the coupling segment (4), each connecting element
(1) is clickably receivable in a groove of a strip, in a re-
ceiving direction (A). For this, the coupling segments (4)
each comprise a plurality of coupling elements (5), which
are wing-shaped, and are clickably receivable in a groove
of a strip and are configured to engage in the strip. The
coupling segment (4) extends beyond the base segment
(2), in this receiving direction (A). Consequently, one or
more strips, which are fastened by means of one or more
of said connecting elements (1) to a substructure (3),
form a visible surface which, viewed in the receiving di-
rection (A), follows along the substructure (3). The profile
(3) extends in a longitudinal direction (C), a transverse
direction (D) and a vertical direction (A). In a connected
state of the connecting elements (1) to the profile (3), the
receiving direction (A) extends in the vertical direction
(A).
[0034] In both embodiments of the connecting element
(1), the base segment (2) comprises a sheet-like base
(7) that extends almost perpendicularly to the receiving
direction (A), wherein this base (7) comprises two pas-
sages (6) that extend in the receiving direction (A), an
upper plate surface (16a) that is configured to be directed
towards an exposed element and a lower plate surface
(16b) located opposite the upper plate surface (16a). Of
course, embodiments are also possible with one or more
than two passages (6). The coupling segment (4) extends
through both passages (6) and is located on either side
of these passages (6) viewed in the receiving direction
(A). The coupling segment (4) engages on the base seg-
ment (2) at the level of the passages (6) to connect cou-
pling segment (4) to the base segment (2) and moreover
the coupling segment (4) rests against at least the lower
plate surface (16b) of the base (7).
[0035] In the first embodiment, the coupling segment
comprises (4) a first coupling part, comprising the cou-
pling elements (5), and one or more second coupling
parts. The first coupling part extends on the side of the
upper plate surface (16a) and rests against the upper
plate surface (16a). The second coupling parts each
comprise a first component (8) that adjoins the first cou-
pling part and extends in a respective passage (6), and
a second component (9) adjoining this first component
(8), which rests against the lower plate surface (16b).
Here, the base (7) is clamped between the first coupling
part and the second components (9) of the second cou-
pling parts. The plate from which the first coupling seg-
ment (4) is formed is folded along a main fold line (B) that
divides the plate into two almost identical segments,
wherein this main fold line (B) extends almost parallel to
the sheet-like base (7), and each segment comprises a
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first sheet part (10) with a rectangular perimeter that
forms with the main fold line (B) and two second sheet
parts adjoining this first sheet part (10), wherein the first
sheet parts (10) form the first coupling part and the sec-
ond sheet parts are the respective second coupling parts,
and wherein the first sheet parts (10), in the connected
state of the base segment (2) and coupling segment (4)
and at the level of the second coupling parts, are foldable
towards each other along the main fold line (B), to break
or to create the connection between the base segment
(2) and the coupling segment (4). Furthermore, the first
sheet parts (10) each roughly extend along a curved
plane at the level of the respective one or more second
coupling parts, wherein the first components (8) of these
second coupling parts extend along the respective afore-
mentioned plane and the second components (9) are
folded relative to this plane so that these adjoin the lower
plate surface (16b) of the base (7). Each first sheet part
(10) comprises cutouts for forming the coupling elements
(5).
[0036] In the second embodiment, the coupling seg-
ment (4) is formed from a plate made of spring steel,
which is cut and folded. Thus, the coupling segment (4)
comprises a base sheet part (17) and two first sheet parts
(10) each comprising one coupling element (5). The first
sheet parts (10) are connected to the base sheet part
(17) and extend beyond the base sheet part (17) viewed
in the receiving direction (A). The sheet-like base (7) of
the base segment (2) comprises, for each first sheet part
(10), a corresponding passage (6) that extends in the
receiving direction (A) and through which the first sheet
parts (10) are configured to extend in such a way that
the base sheet part (17) extends against the lower plate
surface (16b) of the base (7).
[0037] The profile (3) shown in the figures is an elon-
gated profile (3) that extends in the longitudinal direction
(C), the transverse direction (D) and the vertical direction
(A). The profile (3) may among other things comprise a
base plate with a plurality of circular openings (11), which
extend successively along a line that extends in the lon-
gitudinal direction (C) and at a constant distance from
one another. The dimensions of the openings (11) are
almost identical. The base plate extends in the longitu-
dinal direction (C) and the transverse direction (D) and
said openings (11) extend through the base plate in the
vertical direction (A). The profile (3) further comprises a
channel (13) that for example forms a groove in the base
plate, wherein this channel (13) extends in the longitudi-
nal direction (C) and at a distance from the said openings
(11) viewed in the transverse direction (D), wherein the
minimum dimension of the channel (13), viewed in the
transverse direction (D), is the same as the diameter of
an aforementioned opening (11). This channel (13) com-
prises a bottom wall that extends in the longitudinal di-
rection (C) and the transverse direction (D) and two ver-
tical walls that extend in the longitudinal direction (C) and
the vertical direction (A). The channel (13) extends over
the full length of the profile (3). The profile (3) further

comprises two vertical sheet-like walls (14) that are con-
nected to the base plate and between which the base
plate extends, wherein these sheet-like parts (14) extend
almost parallel to each other and each in the longitudinal
direction (C) and vertical direction (A) and at a constant
distance from each other in the transverse direction (D).
As can be seen in Fig. 10, the profile (3) comprises for
example two supports on which the vertical walls (14)
are supported and additional supports that support the
base plate centrally. The profile (3) further comprises two
edge portions which at the top adjoin the respective ver-
tical walls (14), wherein these edge portions extend in
the longitudinal direction (C) and the transverse direction
(D) and are directed towards each other in the transverse
direction (D) and thus extend beyond the respective ver-
tical walls (14) viewed in the transverse direction (D). The
profile (3) comprises for example two ribs which at the
top adjoin the base plate, which extend in the longitudinal
direction (C) and extend vertically. Viewed in the trans-
verse direction (D) the distance between said openings
(11) and the nearest vertical wall (14) is roughly equal to
the distance between the channel (13) and the nearest
vertical wall (14).
[0038] The base (7) of the base segment (2) in both
embodiments of the connecting elements (1) is config-
ured, in a connected state to the profile (3), to extend in
the longitudinal direction (C) and the transverse direction
(D) and has a certain height in the vertical direction (A).
The dimension viewed in the transverse direction (D) co-
incides with the distance between the two vertical walls
(14) so that the base (7) is clickably and clampably re-
ceivable between these vertical walls (14), and the height
coincides with the corresponding distance between the
edge portions and the optional ribs so that the base (7)
is also clamped in the vertical direction (A). This is clearly
visible in Fig. 6. Each base segment (2) further comprises
an element (12) projecting relative to the base (7), which
projects viewed in the vertical direction (A). As can be
seen in the figures, the projecting element (12) extends
to the bottom of the base (7). The projecting element (12)
is a form-fit with an aforementioned opening (11), and
the minimum distance, viewed in the transverse direction
(D), between the projecting element (12) and an edge of
the base (7), almost coincides with the corresponding
distance between an aforementioned opening (11) and
the nearest vertical wall (14), so that the projecting ele-
ment (12) is receivable through an aforementioned open-
ing (11), while the base (7) is clamped between the ver-
tical walls (14).
[0039] Each connecting element (1) is connectable to
the profile (3) in two positions, being a base position in
which the projecting element (12) extends through an
aforementioned opening (11) and occupies a fixed posi-
tion relative to the profile (3) viewed in the longitudinal
direction (C), and a sliding position in which the projecting
element (12) extends in the channel (13) and is installed
slidably relative to the profile (3) in the longitudinal direc-
tion (C). The base position and the sliding position are
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rotated 180° relative to each other and about an axis that
extends in the vertical direction (A). Both in the sliding
position and an aforementioned base position, the base
(7) is clicked between the vertical walls (14) and clamped
in the vertical direction (A). To prevent displacement in
this sliding position in the longitudinal direction (C), ad-
ditionally a screw may be fastened through the base (7)
and thus in the base plate. For this, the base (7) may be
provided with one or more screw passages (15) that ex-
tend through the base (7), in the vertical direction (A).

Claims

1. Connecting element (1) comprising a base segment
(2), with which the connecting element (1) is con-
nectable to a substructure (3), and comprising a cou-
pling segment (4) with which the connecting element
(1) is connectable to an exposed element, such as
a strip, characterized in that the base segment (2)
and the coupling segment (4) are two separate com-
ponents that are joined together detachably.

2. Connecting element (1) according to Claim 1, char-
acterized in that the coupling segment (4) is made
of a first material comprising metal or plastic and the
base segment (2) is made of a second material com-
prising metal or plastic, wherein the first material and
second material are different.

3. Connecting element (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that the coupling
segment (4) comprises one or more coupling ele-
ments (5) that are connectably receivable in a groove
of an exposed element in a receiving direction (A),
for connecting the coupling segment (4) to an ex-
posed element, wherein the coupling segment (4)
thus extends beyond the base segment (2) viewed
in the receiving direction (A) and the one or more
coupling elements (5) extend next to the base seg-
ment (2) viewed in the receiving direction (A), so that
one or more exposed elements, which are fastened
by means of one or more of said connecting elements
(1) to a substructure (3), form a visible surface which,
viewed in the receiving direction (A), follows along
the substructure (3).

4. Connecting element (1) according to Claim 3, char-
acterized in that the base segment (2) comprises
one or more passages (6) that extend in the receiving
direction (A), wherein the coupling segment (4) ex-
tends through these one or more passages (6) and
extends on either side of these one or more passag-
es (6) viewed in the receiving direction (A), and
wherein the coupling segment (4) engages on the
base segment (2) at the level of these one or more
passages (6) to connect the coupling segment (4) to
the base segment (2).

5. Connecting element (1) according to Claim 4, char-
acterized in that the coupling segment (4) compris-
es a first coupling part, comprising the one or more
coupling elements (5), and one or more second cou-
pling parts, and in that the base segment (2) com-
prises a sheet-like base (7) that extends almost per-
pendicularly to the receiving direction (A), wherein
this base (7) comprises said one or more passages
(6), an upper plate surface (16a) that is configured
to be directed towards an exposed element and a
lower plate surface (16b) located opposite the upper
plate surface (16a), wherein, viewed in the receiving
direction (A), the first coupling part extends on the
side of upper plate surface (16a) and rests against
the upper plate surface (16a) and the one or more
second coupling parts each comprise a first compo-
nent (8) that adjoins the first coupling part and ex-
tends in a respective passage (6) and a second com-
ponent (9) adjoining this first component (8) that
rests against the lower plate surface (16b).

6. Connecting element (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that the first mate-
rial is a springy material such as spring steel.

7. Connecting element (1) according to Claims 5 and
6, characterized in that the coupling segment (4)
is formed from a plate made of this first material,
wherein this plate is folded along a main fold line (B)
that divides the plate into two almost identical seg-
ments, wherein this main fold line (B) extends almost
parallel to the sheet-like base (7), and in that each
segment comprises a first sheet part (10) with a rec-
tangular perimeter, which adjoins the main fold line
(B) and one or more second sheet parts adjoining
this first sheet part (10), wherein the first sheet parts
(10) form the first coupling part and the second sheet
parts are the respective second coupling parts, and
wherein the first sheet parts (10), in the connected
state of the base segment (2) and coupling segment
(4) and at the level of the second coupling parts, can
be brought towards each other from the main fold
line (B), to break the connection between the base
segment (2) and the coupling segment (4).

8. Connecting element (1) according to Claim 7, char-
acterized in that each second component (9) is fold-
ed relative to the respective first component (8) and
adjoins the lower plate surface (16b).

9. Connecting element (1) according to Claim 7 or 8,
characterized in that the base segment (2) com-
prises at least two of said passages (6) that extend
at a distance from each other viewed in the direction
of the main fold line (B), wherein at least two second
sheet parts adjoin each first sheet part (10), wherein
these second sheet parts extend at a distance from
each other viewed in the direction of the main fold
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line (B) and in that the second sheet parts extend
through the respective passages (6).

10. Connecting element (1) according to one Claims 7
to 9, characterized in that each first sheet part (10)
comprises cutouts, to form the coupling elements (5).

11. Assembly of a substructure (3) and one or more con-
necting elements (1) for connecting a strip to the sub-
structure (3) to form a wall or a floor, wherein the
substructure (3) comprises at least one profile (3),
wherein the profile (3) extends in a longitudinal di-
rection (C), a transverse direction (D) and a vertical
direction (A), characterized in that the one or more
connecting elements (1) are connecting elements (1)
according to one or more of Claims 1 to 10.

12. Assembly according to Claim 11, characterized in
that the profile (3) comprises one or more openings
(11) that are accessible in the vertical direction (A)
and extend in succession viewed in the longitudinal
direction (C), wherein the base segment (2) of each
connecting element (1) comprises a base (7) and an
element (12) projecting relative to the base (7) and
is receivable as a form-fit in said one or more open-
ings (11) in the receiving direction (A) that is config-
ured to extend in the vertical direction (A), so that
the connecting element (1) is couplable to the profile
(3) in at least one base position, wherein the project-
ing element (12) extends through an aforementioned
opening (11) and the connecting element (1) occu-
pies an almost fixed place relative to the profile (3)
viewed in the longitudinal direction (C), and wherein
the profile (3) comprises a channel (13) that extends
in the longitudinal direction (C), and at a distance
from the one or more openings (11) viewed in the
transverse direction (D), wherein the projecting ele-
ment (12) is receivable in the channel (13) in the
vertical direction (A), so that each connecting ele-
ment (1) additionally is couplable to the profile (3) in
a sliding position, wherein the projecting element
(12) extends in the channel (13).

13. Assembly according to Claim 12, characterized in
that the profile (3) comprises two vertical parts (14)
that extend in the longitudinal direction (C) and that
extend at a distance from each other viewed in the
transverse direction (D), wherein the openings (11)
extend between these vertical parts (14) viewed in
the transverse direction (D) and wherein the vertical
parts (14) extend beyond the one or more openings
(11) viewed in the vertical direction (A), wherein the
base segment (2) is clickably receivable between
these vertical parts (14), and the dimension of the
base segment (2) in the transverse direction (D), in
the base position and the sliding position of the con-
necting element (1), almost coincides with said dis-
tance between the vertical parts (14).

14. Assembly according to Claim 12 or 13, character-
ized in that the base position is rotated 180° relative
to the sliding position, about an axis that extends in
the vertical direction (A).

15. Assembly according to Claims 13 and 14, charac-
terized in that, viewed in the transverse direction
(D), the distance from the channel (13) to its farthest
located vertical part (14) is roughly equal to the dis-
tance from an aforementioned opening (11) to its
farthest located vertical part (14) and wherein the
distance from the opening (11) to its nearest located
vertical part (14) is roughly equal to the distance be-
tween the projecting element (12) and an edge of
the base segment (2) when the connecting element
(1) is connected to the profile (3) in an aforemen-
tioned base position.
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