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(54) PACKAGE OF DRYWALL SECTIONS

(57)  The presentinvention provides a package (1) of
drywall sections comprising a first drywall section (2) and
a second drywall section (3). Each drywall section (2, 3)
comprises opposing side arms (5a, 5b) and a joining por-
tion (4) extending between the opposing side arms. The
first and second drywall sections are arranged in a
stacked configuration such that a space (6) is defined
between the first and second drywall sections. The pack-
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age of drywall sections further comprises a plurality of
fasteners for installing the drywall sections. The plurality
of fasteners are disposed within the space between the
first and second drywall sections. The package also in-
cludes a retainer (7) configured to retain the plurality of
fasteners within the space between the first and second
drywall sections.

FIG. 2
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a package of
drywall sections, such channel sections or stud sections.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Drywalls, otherwise known as dry lined walls,
can be installed by first attaching one or more drywall
sections to the existing wall and then attaching drywall
panels to the drywall sections. Fasteners, such as nails,
screws, anchors, and plugs, are used to attach the dry-
wall sections to the wall and to each other.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0003] The present invention provides a package of
drywall sections comprising a first drywall section and a
second drywall section, each drywall section comprising
opposing side arms and a joining portion extending be-
tween the opposing side arms, wherein the first and sec-
ond drywall sections are arranged in a stacked configu-
ration such that a space is defined between the first and
second drywall sections; and wherein the package of dry-
wall sections further comprises:

a plurality of fasteners for installing the drywall sections,
the plurality of fasteners being disposed within the space
between the first and second drywall sections; and a re-
tainer configured to retain the plurality of fasteners within
the space between the first and second drywall sections
[0004] In examples, the retainer comprises a contain-
er. The container may be received in the space between
the first and second drywall rails, and the plurality of fas-
teners being disposed in the container.

[0005] The container may be made from a recycled
and/or recyclable material. In examples, the container
comprises a card material.

[0006] In examples, the container comprises a box
having a height and a width that substantially a height
and a width of the space between the first and second
drywall sections. The box may therefore fit snugly in the
space. The box may include a lid. The box may include
a handle or knob for pulling the box out of the space to
access the plurality of fasteners.

[0007] In examples, the first and second drywall sec-
tions may be arranged such that an end of the first drywall
section is substantially aligned with an end of the second
drywall section. In such examples the retainer may com-
prise a plug having a plug portion that is inserted into the
space between the first and second drywall sections at
one end of the first and second drywall sections. The plug
therefore acts to retain the plurality of fasteners or the
container, for example a box, in the space between the
first and second drywall sections.

[0008] In examples, the plug may further comprise a
flange that abuts the ends of the first and second drywall
sections when the plug portion is inserted into the space
between the first and second drywall sections at one end
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of the first and second drywall sections. The flange may
be gripped to remove the plug from the drywall sections.
In some examples, the package of drywall sections has
aplug ateach end of the firstand second drywall sections.
[0009] In examples, the retainer may comprise a re-
taining member extending across the space between the
first and second drywall sections. The retaining member
may extend partially across the space between the first
and second drywall sections, or fully across the space
between the first and second drywall sections. The re-
taining member may extend across the space between
the first and second drywall sections to prevent any one
of the plurality fasteners from passing around the retain-
ing member within the space between the first and sec-
ond drywall sections.

[0010] In examples, the retainer comprises first and
second retaining members extending across the space
between the first and second drywall sections. The first
and second retaining members may be spaced from each
other and the plurality of fasteners being disposed be-
tween the first and second retaining members.

[0011] In examples, the or each retaining member is
formed by a folded portion of the first or second drywall
section. Specifically, a square or rectangular portion of
one of the drywall sections may be cut along three sides
and folded upwards along the other side to form a retain-
ing member. Advantageously, such a retaining member
does not use additional material.

[0012] In other examples, the or each retaining mem-
ber is attached to the first and/or second drywall section,
for example by adhesive. In examples, the or each re-
taining member may comprise metal, plastics, or card.
The or each retaining member may comprise an offcut
of a part of a drywall section.

[0013] In examples, the retainer comprises a linking
member to which each of the plurality of fasteners are
joined. The linking member may be disposed in the space
between the firstand second drywall sections. The linking
member may comprise a plastics, card, or wax member
to which a plurality of fasteners are removably attached.
The linking member, together with the fasteners, may be
attached to at least one of the first and second drywall
sections. In other examples, the linking member may be
retained in the space between the first and second dry-
wall sections by an additional retainer as described
above.

[0014] In examples, the plurality of fasteners compris-
es an appropriate number and type of fasteners for the
firstand second drywall sections. Accordingly, the install-
er is provided with the correct type and number of fas-
teners for each pair of drywall sections as they are un-
packaged for installation.

[0015] In other examples, the package of drywall sec-
tions may further comprise further drywall sections ar-
ranged in pairs, for example third and fourth drywall sec-
tions arranged in the same manner as the first and sec-
ond drywall sections, and so on. In some examples, the
package of drywall sections may comprise 10 drywall
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sections arranged in 5 pairs. In such examples, the plu-
rality of fasteners contained within the space between
the first and second drywall sections may comprise an
appropriate number and type of fasteners for the firstand
second drywall sections and the further drywall sections.
Therefore, the package of drywall sections may include
all of the relevant fasteners in one location within a pack-
age of multiple drywall sections, which reduces the pack-
aging materials needed to include these fasteners.

[0016] In various examples each of the drywall sec-
tions may comprise a channel section or a stud section.
In particular, each of the drywall sections may comprise
a U channel section or a J channel section, or an | stud
section or a C stud section. It will be appreciated that the
invention defined in the claims is relevant to any drywall
section that can be stacked in a pair such a space is
defined between first and second drywall sections.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0017] Embodiments of the invention are further de-
scribed hereinafter with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 shows a partial view of a package of drywall
sections, including first and second drywall sections.

FIG. 2 shows an example container of fasteners for
a package of drywall sections;

FIG. 3 shows a further example container of fasten-
ers for a package of drywall sections;

FIG. 4 shows an example plug for retaining fasteners
in a package of drywall sections;

FIG. 5 shows example retaining members for retain-
ing fasteners in a package of drywall sections;

FIG. 6 shows further example retaining members
for retaining fasteners in a package of drywall sec-
tions;

FIG. 7 shows further example retaining members
for retaining fasteners in a package of drywall sec-
tions;

FIG. 8 shows an example linking member for joining
together a plurality of fasteners in the package of

drywall sections;

FIGS. 9A and 9B show different configurations of
packages of drywall sections; and

FIGS. 10A to 10C show alternative drywall sections.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0018] AsshowninFIG. 1, a package 1 of drywall sec-
tions 2, 3 includes a first drywall section 2 and a second
drywall section 3. Each of the drywall sections 2, 3 in-
cludes a joining portion 4 and opposing side arms 5a,
5b. In this example the drywall sections 2, 3 are U chan-
nels and the opposing side arms 5a, 5b are substantially
parallel to each other and perpendicular to the joining
portion 4. Within the package 1 the drywall sections 2, 3
are arranged, in particular stacked, to define a space 6
between the drywall sections 2, 3. As described in further
detail hereinafter, a plurality of fasteners are contained
within the space 6 between the drywall sections 2, 3, and
aretaineris provided to hold the fasteners in the space 6.
[0019] The fasteners are appropriate for attaching the
drywall sections 2, 3 to a wall and/or each other and/or
another structure for installing the drywall sections 2, 3.
Once installed, drywall panels are attached to the drywall
sections 2, 3. The fasteners may include any combination
of screws, nails, nuts, bolts, anchors, plugs, or other fas-
teners needed to install the drywall sections 2, 3.
[0020] As described with reference to FIGS. 9A and
9B, the package 1 may include further pairs of drywall
sections arranged in the same manner as the drywall
sections 2, 3 illustrated in FIG. 1. In particular, a package
1 may contain, for example, 2, 4, 5, or 10 pairs of drywall
sections 2, 3 in the arrangement illustrated in FIG. 1, the
pairs of drywall sections 2, 3 being stacked and held to-
gether to form the package 1. The drywall rails 2, 3 may
be held together by a strap or wrapping.

[0021] Inthe example of FIG. 2 the package 1 includes
acontainer 7 that acts to retain the fasteners in the space
6 between the drywall sections 2, 3. The container 7 is
in the form a box, in this example having a base 8 that
holds the fasteners and a lid 9 that covers the base 8.
The container 7 is sized to fit snugly in the space 6 be-
tween the drywall sections 2, 3.

[0022] Insome examplesthe container 7 may be sized
slightly larger than the minimum size of the space 6 (i.e.,
when the drywall sections 2, 3 are in contact to define
the smallest space), so that on packaging the drywall
sections 2, 3 act to compress the container 7 and hold it
in place. In other examples the container 7 may be sized
to be smaller than the minim size of the space 6 so that
the container7 can slide within the space 6. The container
7 may be retained in the space 6 by adhesive, or by a
wrap that at least partially covers the ends of the drywall
sections 2, 3 to prevent the container 7 moving out of the
space 6 until the package 1 is opened.

[0023] The container 7 may comprise a plastics mate-
rial, or a card material. The container 7 may be made of
a recycled and/or recyclable material.

[0024] Inthe example of FIG. 3 the package 1 includes
a container 10 that acts to retain the fasteners in the
space 6 between the drywall sections 2, 3. The container
10 is in the form an open top box 11 that holds the fas-
tenersinaninternal space 12. The drawer 11 mayinclude
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a handle 13 for pulling the drawer 11 out of the space 6.
Thedrawer 11 is sized tofit snugly in the space 6 between
the drywall sections 2, 3.

[0025] In some examples the drawer 11 may be sized
slightly larger than the minimum size of the space 6 (i.e.,
when the drywall sections 2, 3 are in contact to define
the smallest space), so that on packaging the drywall
sections 2, 3 act to compress the drawer 11 and hold it
in place. In other examples the drawer 11 may be sized
to be smaller than the minim size of the space 6 so that
the drawer 11 can slide within the space 6. The drawer
11 may be retained in the space 6 by adhesive, or by a
wrap that at least partially covers the ends of the drywall
sections 2, 3 to prevent the drawer 11 moving out of the
space 6 until the package 1 is opened.

[0026] The drawer 11 may comprise a plastics mate-
rial, or a card material. The drawer 11 may be made of
a recycled and/or recyclable material.

[0027] Inthe example of FIG. 4 the package 1 includes
a plug 14 that acts to retain the fasteners in the space 6
between the drywall sections 2, 3. The plug 14 comprises
a plug portion 15 that fits in the space 6 and holds the
fastenersinthe space 6. The plug 14 mayinclude aflange
16 attached to the plug portion 15, the flange 16 being
larger than the plug portion 15 and the space 6 so that
the flange 16 abuts the ends of the drywall sections 2, 3
wheninserted in the space 6. The plug portion 15 is sized
to fit snugly in the space 6 between the drywall sections
2,3.

[0028] In some examples the plug portion 15 may be
sized slightly larger than the minimum size of the space
6 (i.e., when the drywall sections 2, 3 are in contact to
define the smallest space), so that on packaging the dry-
wall sections 2, 3 act to compress the plug portion 15
and hold the plug 14 in place. In other examples the plug
portion 15 may be sized to be smaller than the minim
size of the space 6, and the plug portion 15 may be re-
tained in the space 6 by adhesive, or by a wrap that at
least partially covers the ends of the drywall sections 2,
3 to prevent the plug 14 moving out of the space 6 until
the package 1 is opened.

[0029] In examples, a second plug 14 is provided at
the opposite end of the drywall sections 2, 3 so that the
fasteners are retained in the space 6 between the two
plugs 14.

[0030] The plug 14 may comprise a plastics material,
oracard material. The plug 14 may be made of arecycled
and/or recyclable material.

[0031] The plug 14 of FIG. 4 may be used in combina-
tion with the container 7 of FIG. 2 or the container 10 of
FIG. 3 to retain the container 7, 10 in the space 6. Alter-
natively, the fasteners may be loose within the space 6
and retained in the space 6 by the plugs 14. Alternatively,
the fasteners may be linked to each other (e.g., using the
linking member of FIG. 8) within the space 6, and the
plugs 14 act to retain the fasteners within the space 6.
[0032] In FIGS. 5 to 8 the second drywall rail 3 is not
shown, and the side arm 5b of the first drywall rail 2 is
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omitted for clarity.

[0033] Inthe example of FIG. 5 the package 1 includes
retaining members 17a, 17b located in the space 6. The
retaining members 17a, 17b are spaced apart and the
fasteners are retained between the retaining members
17a, 17b.

[0034] As illustrated in FIG. 5, each of the retaining
members 17a, 17b has a base portion 18 attached to the
joining portion 4 of the drywall rail 2, and retaining por-
tions 19 extending at least partially across the space 6
to retain the fasteners therebetween. The retaining mem-
bers 17a, 17b may be attached to the drywall section 2
by adhesive. The retaining portions 19 of the retaining
members 17a, 17b are sized so as to substantially block
the space 6 and prevent passage of fasteners around
the retaining portions 19, within the space 6. The retaining
members 17a, 17b are sized and positioned to permit
stacking of a second drywall section as shown in FIG. 1.
[0035] The retaining members 17a, 17b may be made
from card, in particular recycled and/or recyclable card.
Alternatively, the retaining members 17a, 17b may be
made from metal, for example steel. In some examples
the retaining members 17a, 17b are made from offcuts
of the drywall sections 2, 3. If made from metal the re-
taining members 17a, 17b may be welded, in particular
spot-welded, onto the drywall section 2.

[0036] When opening the package 1 of FIG. 5 the in-
staller removes the top drywall section (3, see FIG. 1) to
expose the fasteners retained between the retaining
members 17a, 17b.

[0037] The example of FIG. 6 is similar and has retain-
ing members 20 arranged to oppose each other within
the space 6 and to retain fasteners between them. In this
example, the retaining members 20 are formed by a par-
tial cut-out 21 formed in the drywall section 2 and folded
upwards about side 22. Accordingly, no additional mate-
rials are used to package the fasteners within the pack-
age 1.

[0038] As with the example of FIG. 5, the retaining
members 20 are sized so as to substantially block the
space 6 and prevent passage of fasteners around the
retaining members 20, within the space 6. The retaining
members 20 are sized and positioned to permit stacking
of a second drywall section as shown in FIG. 1.

[0039] The example of FIG. 7 is similar and has retain-
ing members 23 arranged to oppose each other within
the space 6 and to retain fasteners between them. In this
example, the retaining members 23 comprise blocks, for
example blocks of card or wood, adhered to the drywall
section 2 to retain fasteners between them.

[0040] As with the example of FIG. 5, the retaining
members 23 are sized so as to substantially block the
space 6 and prevent passage of fasteners around the
retaining members 23, within the space 6. The retaining
members 20 are sized and positioned to permit stacking
of a second drywall section as shown in FIG. 1.

[0041] Inthe example of FIG. 8 a plurality of fasteners
24 are joined together by a linking member 25. The linking
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member 25 may be a card, plastics, or metal sheethaving
holes through which the fasteners 24 extend to remova-
bly attach the fasteners 24 to the linking member 25. In
examples, the holes in the linking member 25 may be
threaded, or sized so that the fasteners are a push-fitinto
the holes. The linking member 25 may include different
size and shape holes for different fasteners.

[0042] The linking member 25, together with the fas-
teners 24, may be retained in the space 6 by attaching
the linking member 25 to the drywall section 2, for exam-
ple by adhesive or by a fastener, in particular one of the
fasteners 24 attached to the linking member 25. The at-
tachment of the linking member 25 to the drywall section
2 is breakable or detachable so that the linking member
25 and fasteners 24 can be removed together for use
during installation.

[0043] In other examples, the linking member 25 and
fasteners 24 may be retained in the space 6 by the con-
tainer 7 of FIG. 2, the drawer 11 of FIG. 3, the plug 14 of
FIG. 4, or the retaining members 17a, 17b, 20, 23 of any
ofclaims 5to 7. Several linking members 25, each having
a plurality of fasteners 24, may be provided.

[0044] FIGS. 9A and 9B illustrate packages 1 of dry-
wall sections 2, 3 comprising a plurality of pairs of drywall
sections 2, 3, each pair being arranged as previously
described.

[0045] In the example of FIG. 9A each pair of drywall
sections 2, 3 is provided with a plurality of fasteners 26
retained in the space 6 between the drywall sections 2,
3. The fasteners 26 container the type and number of
fasteners suitable for two drywall sections 2, 3. During
installation, as each pair of drywall sections 2, 3 is un-
packaged the installer is also provided with the appropri-
ate fasteners 26.

[0046] In the example of FIG. 9B only one pair of dry-
wall sections 2a, 3a within the package 1 is provided with
fasteners 27 retainedin the space 6a between the drywall
sections 2, 3. The spaces 6b of the other pairs of drywall
sections 2b, 3b are not provided with fasteners. The fas-
teners 27 in this example comprise a sufficient number
and type of fasteners for all of the drywall sections 2, 3
in the package 1.

[0047] In the examples of FIGS. 9A and 9B the pack-
age 1 includes ten drywall sections 2, 3 arrange in five
pairs of drywall sections 2, 3. It will be appreciated that
the package 1 may comprise any number of drywall sec-
tions 2, 3, in particular any even number of drywall sec-
tions 2, 3, such as two drywall sections 2, 3, four drywall
sections 2, 3, ten drywall sections 2, 3, or twenty drywall
sections 2, 3.

[0048] A strap 28 is provided to hold the drywall sec-
tions 2, 3 together. A plurality of straps 28 may be pro-
vided, spaced along the length of the drywall sections 2,
3. Additional or alternative packaging may be provided,
for example a wrap (partial or full), or container.

[0049] In the above examples each drywall section 2,
3 comprises a U channel section. FIGS. 10A to 10C il-
lustrate alternative drywall sections that may be used in
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place of the U channel sections illustrated in FIGS. 1 to
9B. It will be appreciated that the alternative drywall sec-
tions shown in FIGS. 10A to 10C may be used with any
of the other examples described herein.

[0050] In the example of FIG. 10A the package 1 in-
cludes drywall sections 28a, 28b that comprise C stud
sections having a joining portion 29 extending between
opposing side arms 30a, 30b, and inwardly protruding
portions 31a, 31b extending from the opposing side arms
30a, 30b towards each other. As shown in FIG. 10A, the
C stud sections can be stacked in an inverted pair ar-
rangement similar to as described with reference to FIG.
1 to define a space 32 within which fasteners 33 are re-
tained.

[0051] In the example of FIG. 10B the package 1 in-
cludes drywall sections 33a, 33b that comprise | stud
sections having a web 34 extending between opposing
flanges 35a, 35b. As shown in FIG. 10B, the | stud sec-
tions 33a, 33b can be stacked in a pair similar to as de-
scribed with reference to FIG. 1 to define a space 36
within which fasteners 37 are retained.

[0052] In the example of FIG. 10C the package 1 in-
cludes drywall sections 38a, 38b that comprise J chan-
nels having a joining portion 39 extending between op-
posing side arms 40a, 40b. One of the opposing side
arms 40b is shorter than the other opposing side arm
40a, forming a J profile. As shown in FIG. 10C, the J
channel sections 38a, 38b can be stacked in an inverted
pair arrangement similar to as described with reference
to FIG. 1 to define a space 41 within which fasteners 42
are retained.

[0053] It will be appreciated that fasteners can be re-
tained in a space between two drywall sections, as de-
scribed above, regardless of the profile of the drywall
sections so long as they can be arranged to define a
space therebetween.

[0054] Throughout the description and claims of this
specification, the words "comprise" and "contain" and
variations of them mean "including but not limited to",
and they are not intended to (and do not) exclude other
moieties, additives, components, integers or steps.
Throughout the description and claims of this specifica-
tion, the singular encompasses the plural unless the con-
text otherwise requires. In particular, where the indefinite
article is used, the specification is to be understood as
contemplating plurality as well as singularity, unless the
context requires otherwise.

[0055] Features, integers, characteristics, or groups
described in conjunction with a particular aspect, embod-
iment or example of the invention are to be understood
to be applicable to any other aspect, embodiment or ex-
ample described herein unless incompatible therewith.
All of the features disclosed in this specification (including
any accompanying claims, abstract and drawings) may
be combined in any combination, except combinations
where at least some of such features and/or steps are
mutually exclusive. The invention is not restricted to the
details of any foregoing embodiments. The invention ex-
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tends to any novel one, or any novel combination, of the
features disclosed in this specification (including any ac-
companying claims, abstract and drawings).

Claims

1. A package of drywall sections comprising a first dry-
wall section and a second drywall section, each dry-
wall section comprising opposing side arms and a
joining portion extending between the opposing side
arms, wherein the first and second drywall sections
are arranged in a stacked configuration such that a
space is defined between the first and second dry-
wall sections; and wherein the package of drywall
sections further comprises:

a plurality of fasteners for installing the drywall
sections, the plurality of fasteners being dis-
posed within the space between the first and
second drywall sections; and

aretainer configured to retain the plurality of fas-
teners within the space between the first and
second drywall sections

2. The package of drywall sections of claim 1, wherein
the retainer comprises a container, the container be-
ing received in the space between the first and sec-
ond drywall rails and the plurality of fasteners being
disposed in the container.

3. The package of drywall sections of claim 2, wherein
the container comprises a box having a height and
a width that substantially a height and a width of the
space between the firstand second drywall sections.

4. The package of drywall sections of any preceding
claim, wherein the first and second drywall sections
are arranged such that an end of the first drywall
section is substantially aligned with an end of the
second drywall section, and wherein the retainer
comprises a plug having a plug portion that is insert-
ed into the space between the first and second dry-
wall sections at one end of the first and second dry-
wall sections.

5. The package of drywall sections of claim 4, wherein
the plug further comprises a flange that abuts the
ends of the first and second drywall sections when
the plug portion is inserted into the space between
the first and second drywall sections at one end of
the first and second drywall sections.

6. The package of drywall sections of claim 4 or claim
5, comprising a plug at each end of the first and sec-

ond drywall sections.

7. The package of drywall sections of any of claims 1
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10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

to 3, wherein the retainer comprises a retaining
member extending across the space between the
first and second drywall sections.

The package of drywall sections of claim 7, wherein
the retainer comprises first and second retaining
members extending across the space between the
first and second drywall sections, the first and sec-
ond retaining members being spaced from each oth-
er and the plurality of fasteners being disposed be-
tween the first and second retaining members.

The package of drywall sections of claim 7 or claim
8, wherein the or each retaining member is formed
by a folded portion of the first or second drywall sec-
tion.

The package of drywall sections of claim 7 or claim
8, wherein the or each retaining member is attached
tothe firstand/or second drywall section, forexample
by adhesive.

The package of drywall sections of claim 1, wherein
the retainer comprises a linking member to which
each of the plurality of fasteners are joined, and
wherein the linking member is disposed in the space
between the first and second drywall sections.

The package of drywall sections of claim 11, wherein
the linking member is attached to at least one of the
first and second drywall sections.

The package of drywall sections of any preceding
claim, wherein the plurality of fasteners comprises
an appropriate number and type of fasteners for the
first and second drywall sections.

The package of drywall sections of any of claims 1
to 12, further comprising further drywall sections ar-
ranged in pairs, and wherein the plurality of fasteners
contained within the space between the first and sec-
ond drywall sections comprises an appropriate
number and type of fasteners for the first and second
drywall sections and the further drywall sections.

The package of drywall sections of any preceding
claim, wherein each of the drywall sections compris-
es a channel section or a stud section.
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