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(54) MEDICAL LIGHT IRRADIATION APPARATUS

(57) A light irradiating medical device (1) comprising:
a shaft (2) having a first end and a second end in a lon-
gitudinal axis direction thereof and having a lumen (3)
extending in the longitudinal axis direction; a first tubular
member (10) disposed in the lumen (3) of the shaft (2)
and rotatable about a rotation axis parallel to the longi-
tudinal axis direction of the shaft (2), the first tubular mem-
ber (10) having a window (12) located in a part of a pe-
ripheral wall of a distal portion; and a light guiding tool

disposed in a lumen (11) of the first tubular member (10)
and movable in the longitudinal axis direction, the light
guiding tool including an optical fiber (21) extending in
the longitudinal axis direction, the optical fiber (21) in-
cluding a core (22), a cladding (23) coating a radially
outer portion of the core (22), and a cladding-absent por-
tion (24) located at a part of a distal portion of the core
(22), and the window (12) allowing passage therethrough
of output light from the light guiding tool.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a light irradiat-
ing medical device for irradiating a tissue of cancer cells
or the like with light in a lumen in the body such as a
blood vessel or a gastrointestinal tract.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] In photodynamic therapy (PDT), a photosensi-
tizer is administered into the body by means of intrave-
nous injection or intraperitoneal administration, accumu-
lates in a target tissue of cancer cells or the like, and is
irradiated with a light having a specific wavelength so
that the photosensitizer is excited. When the state of the
excited photosensitizer returns to a ground state, energy
conversion occurs so that reactive oxygen species are
generated. The reactive oxygen species attack the target
tissue, whereby the target tissue can be eliminated.
Meanwhile, in ablation (tissue cauterization) using laser
light, a target tissue is irradiated with laser light to be
cauterized.
[0003] In a light irradiating medical device used for PDT
or optical ablation, an optical fiber is disposed inside a
catheter tube in order to irradiate a target tissue with light.
[0004] Patent Literature 1 discloses a device that sup-
plies irradiation light to a predetermined region and that
includes a balloon catheter having a delimited treatment
window. The device includes a center channel and an
exterior sleeve. The center channel is a transparent
channel into which an optical fiber probe can be inserted.
The exterior sleeve is used for balloon inflation and has
a proximal end and a distal end. The exterior sleeve fur-
ther includes an inflatable balloon near the distal end.
The balloon is, at each of both end portions thereof, coat-
ed with a reflection material for delimiting the treatment
window.
[0005] Patent Literature 2 discloses an ablation device
including: a shaft; a balloon; a first lumen; a second lu-
men; a light guiding material; a diffusion member; and a
tubular member. The balloon is provided at the distal end
side of the above shaft and is elastically inflatable. The
first lumen is formed along the above shaft and allows a
fluid to flow therethrough into the above balloon. The sec-
ond lumen is formed along the above shaft and allows a
fluid to flow out therethrough from the above balloon. The
light guiding material is provided along the above shaft
and guides laser light into the above balloon. The diffu-
sion member reflects or diffuses, in a direction intersect-
ing with a first direction in which the above light guiding
material extends, laser light outputted from the above
light guiding material inside the above balloon. The tu-
bular member is provided inside the above balloon so as
to enclose the above diffusion member. The tubular
member has, on the inner surface side thereof, a reflec-
tion layer that reflects or blocks the laser light reflected

or diffused by the above diffusion member. The tubular
member has a transmission window allowing transmis-
sion therethrough of the laser light to outside of the re-
flection layer.
[0006] Patent Literature 3 discloses administering a
photosensitive substance by using a delivery device in
photodynamic therapy for treating a prostatic disorder.
The delivery device includes a channel in which a guide
wire is received so as to be able to be inserted there-
through. Activation energy is delivered by using an irra-
diation device including: an energy source; and a channel
in which a guide wire is received so as to be able to be
inserted therethrough. The guide wire is used for posi-
tioning the delivery device and/or the irradiation device.
In addition, Patent Literature 3 further indicates that the
irradiation device can be slid, i.e., rotated, in a side-sur-
face direction while extending along the guide wire.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS

PATENT DOCUMENTS

[0007]

Patent Document 1: JP 2001-505443 A 
Patent Document 2: JP 2015-77168 A 
Patent Document 3: JP 2007-521890 A 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION

[0008] However, in the device disclosed in the above
Patent Literature 1, the position for irradiation with light
is determined by the treatment window provided to the
balloon. Thus, in order to change the position for irradi-
ation after the balloon is expanded to be fixed to the inside
of the body, the catheter needs to be moved to the distal
side or the proximal side or needs to be rotated in a state
where the balloon is contracted. Consequently, the treat-
ment is complicated. In addition, in the device disclosed
in Patent Literature 2, the position for irradiation with light
is determined by the transmission window provided to
the tubular member connected to the light guiding mate-
rial (optical fiber). Thus, in order to adjust the position for
irradiation, the light guiding material needs to be moved
to the distal side or the proximal side or needs to be ro-
tated. Consequently, the light guiding material may be
damaged by this motion. Further, the irradiation device
disclosed in Patent Literature 3 can also be rotated, and
thus the irradiation device may be damaged. Considering
these problems, an object of the present invention is to
provide a light irradiating medical device capable of ad-
justing the position for irradiation with output light while
preventing damage to a light guiding tool.
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SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEMS

[0009] One embodiment of a light irradiating medical
device of the present invention that has achieved the
above purposes comprising: a shaft having a first end
and a second end in a longitudinal axis direction thereof
and having a lumen extending in the longitudinal axis
direction; a first tubular member disposed in the lumen
of the shaft and rotatable about a rotation axis parallel to
the longitudinal axis direction of the shaft, the first tubular
member having a window located in a part of a peripheral
wall of a distal portion; and a light guiding tool disposed
in a lumen of the first tubular member and movable in
the longitudinal axis direction, the light guiding tool in-
cluding an optical fiber extending in the longitudinal axis
direction, the optical fiber including a core, a cladding
coating a radially outer portion of the core, and a cladding-
absent portion located at a part of a distal portion of the
core, and the window allowing passage therethrough of
output light from the light guiding tool.
[0010] The light irradiating medical device is preferable
wherein the first tubular member is made from a material
having a lower property of allowing passage therethrough
of the output light than the window.
[0011] The light irradiating medical device is preferable
wherein a transparent member disposed in the window,
the transparent member allowing transmission there-
through of the output light.
[0012] The light irradiating medical device is preferable
wherein a length of the window in the longitudinal axis
direction of the shaft is larger than a length of the window
in a circumferential direction of the shaft.
[0013] The light irradiating medical device is preferable
wherein the window is located within a range of a length,
in a circumferential direction of the shaft, that is one quar-
ter of an entire circumference of the shaft.
[0014] The light irradiating medical device is preferable
wherein an expansion portion disposed on a distal portion
of the shaft and configured to expand radially outward of
the shaft.
[0015] The light irradiating medical device is preferable
wherein the expansion portion is: a balloon; a basket in-
cluding a plurality of elastic wires; or a self-expandable-
type stent.
[0016] The light irradiating medical device is preferable
wherein the first tubular member has a first section pro-
vided with a reinforcing material containing a metal.
[0017] The light irradiating medical device is preferable
wherein the first tubular member further has a second
section located closer to a distal side than the first section
is, the second section not being provided with the rein-
forcing material, and the window is located not in the first
section but in the second section.
[0018] The light irradiating medical device is preferable
wherein the first tubular member further has a third sec-
tion located closer to a proximal side than the first section
is, and the first tubular member is, at the third section, a
pipe made from a metal.

[0019] The light irradiating medical device is preferable
wherein a support portion disposed on a distal end portion
of the shaft and supporting a distal portion of the light
guiding tool.
[0020] The light irradiating medical device is preferable
wherein the window is longer than the cladding-absent
portion in the longitudinal axis direction of the shaft.
[0021] The light irradiating medical device is preferable
wherein a reflection material disposed on an inner sur-
face of the first tubular member and configured to refract,
toward the window, output light from the core.
[0022] The light irradiating medical device is preferable
wherein the light guiding tool includes a second tubular
member covering the optical fiber and having light-trans-
mitting property.
[0023] The light irradiating medical device is preferable
wherein the first tubular member has, at a distal end por-
tion thereof, a position indication portion indicating a po-
sition of the window.
[0024] The light irradiating medical device is preferable
wherein the light guiding tool is not rotated, relative to
the shaft, about an axis parallel to the longitudinal axis
direction of the shaft.

EFFECTS OF THE INVENTION

[0025] In the above light irradiating medical device, the
window allowing passage therethrough of output light
from the light guiding tool is formed in the first tubular
member. Thus, the position for irradiation with light to be
outputted to outside through the window can be adjusted
in the circumferential direction or the longitudinal axis
direction of the shaft by rotating the first tubular member
or moving the first tubular member in the longitudinal axis
direction of the shaft. Therefore, the position for irradia-
tion with the output light can be adjusted without rotating
the light guiding tool, whereby damage to the light guiding
tool can be prevented.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0026]

[FIG. 1] FIG. 1 shows a side view (partial cross-sec-
tional view) of a light irradiating medical device ac-
cording to one embodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 2] FIG. 2 shows an enlarged cross-sectional
view of a distal side of the light irradiating medical
device shown in FIG. 1.
[FIG. 3] FIG. 3 shows a cross-sectional view, at III-
III, of the light irradiating medical device shown in
FIG. 2.
[FIG. 4] FIG. 4 shows a cross-sectional view of a
modification of the device shown in FIG. 3.
[FIG. 5] FIG. 5 shows a perspective view of the first
tubular member shown in FIG. 1.
[FIG. 6] FIG. 6 shows a perspective view of modifi-
cations of the first tubular member shown in FIG. 5.
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[FIG. 7] FIG. 7 shows a perspective view of modifi-
cations of the first tubular member shown in FIG. 6.
[FIG. 8] FIG. 8 shows a cross-sectional view of a
modification of the light irradiating medical device 1
shown in FIG. 2.

MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0027] Hereinafter, the present invention will be more
specifically described based on the following embodi-
ments. However, the present invention is not limited to
the following embodiments and, as a matter of course,
can also be carried out with appropriate modifications
being made within the scope of the gist described above
and below, and any of these modifications are included
in the technical scope of the present invention. In any of
the drawings, hatching, reference characters for mem-
bers, or the like may be omitted for convenience. In this
case, see the description and the other drawings. Since
priority is given to facilitating the understanding of the
characteristics of the present invention, the dimensions
of various members in the drawings may be different from
actual dimensions.
[0028] A light irradiating medical device according to
one aspect of the present invention has the following prin-
cipal characteristics. That is, the light irradiating medical
device includes: a shaft having a first end and a second
end in a longitudinal axis direction thereof and having a
lumen extending in the longitudinal axis direction; a first
tubular member disposed in the lumen of the shaft and
rotatable about a rotation axis parallel to the longitudinal
axis direction of the shaft, the first tubular member having
a window located in a part of a peripheral wall of a distal
portion; and a light guiding tool disposed in a lumen of
the first tubular member and movable in the longitudinal
axis direction of the shaft. The light guiding tool includes
an optical fiber extending in the longitudinal axis direction
of the shaft. The optical fiber includes: a core; a cladding
coating a radially outer portion of the core; and a cladding-
absent portion located at a part of a distal portion of the
core. The window allows passage therethrough of output
light from the light guiding tool. In the above light irradi-
ating medical device, the window allowing passage
therethrough of output light from the light guiding tool is
formed in the first tubular member. Thus, the position for
irradiation with light to be outputted to outside through
the window can be adjusted in a circumferential direction
or the longitudinal axis direction of the shaft by rotating
the first tubular member or moving the first tubular mem-
ber in the longitudinal axis direction of the shaft. There-
fore, the position for irradiation with the output light can
be adjusted without rotating the light guiding tool, where-
by damage to the light guiding tool can be prevented.
[0029] In PDT or optical ablation, the light irradiating
medical device is used for irradiating, with a light having
a specific wavelength, a treatment site which is a target
tissue of cancer cells or the like in a lumen in the body
such as a blood vessel or a gastrointestinal tract. The

light irradiating medical device may be singly delivered
to a treatment site or may be used together with a catheter
and an endoscope for delivery. In treatment using an
endoscope, the light irradiating medical device is dis-
posed in the body and delivered to a treatment site
through a forceps port for the endoscope. Hereinafter,
the light irradiating medical device is sometimes referred
to simply as an device.
[0030] A basic configuration of the light irradiating med-
ical device will be described with reference to FIG. 1 to
FIG. 3. FIG. 1 is a side view (partial cross-sectional view)
of a light irradiating medical device according to one em-
bodiment of the present invention. FIG. 2 is an enlarged
cross-sectional view of a distal side of the light irradiating
medical device shown in FIG. 1. FIG. 3 is a cross-sec-
tional view, at III-III, of the light irradiating medical device
shown in FIG. 2. A light irradiating medical device 1 in-
cludes a shaft 2, a first tubular member 10, and a light
guiding tool 20.
[0031] In the present invention, the distal side of the
light irradiating medical device 1 refers to a first end side
in a longitudinal axis direction of the shaft 2, i.e., a treat-
ment target side. A proximal side of the light irradiating
medical device 1 refers to a second end side in the lon-
gitudinal axis direction of the shaft 2, i.e., the hand side
of a user (operator). With each member being divided in
a longitudinal axis direction thereof into two equal por-
tions, the portion on the proximal side is sometimes re-
ferred to as a proximal portion and the portion on the
distal side is sometimes referred to as a distal portion.
[0032] A material of each of the members composing
the light irradiating medical device 1 desirably has bio-
compatibility.
[0033] The shaft 2 is a member having a first end and
a second end in the longitudinal axis direction thereof
and having a lumen 3 extending in the longitudinal axis
direction. The first end may correspond to a distal end of
the shaft 2, and the second end may correspond to a
proximal end of the shaft 2. The shaft 2 has a tubular
structure for disposing, in the lumen 3 thereof, the first
tubular member 10 and the light guiding tool 20. Since
the shaft 2 is inserted into a body, the shaft 2 preferably
has flexibility.
[0034] The shaft 2 can be made from, for example: a
synthetic resin such as a polyolefin resin (for example,
polyethylene or polypropylene), a polyamide resin (for
example, nylon), a polyester resin (for example, PET),
an aromatic polyether ketone resin (for example, PEEK),
a polyether polyamide resin, a polyurethane resin, a poly-
imide resin, or a fluorine resin (for example, PTFE, PFA,
or ETFE); or a metal such as stainless steel, carbon steel,
or nickel-titanium alloy. One type of these materials may
be used alone, or two or more types of these materials
may be used in combination.
[0035] The shaft 2 preferably contains a material hav-
ing light transmitting property. Consequently, light is
transmitted through the shaft 2. Thus, with the light guid-
ing tool 20 (more preferably, a cladding-absent portion
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24 of an optical fiber 21) being positioned inside the shaft
2, a target tissue can be efficiently irradiated with the
light. Examples of the material having light transmitting
property can include synthetic resins such as
(meth)acrylic resins (for example, polymethyl methacr-
ylate (PMMA)), polycarbonate resins (for example, po-
ly(diethylene glycol bis(allyl carbonate)) (PC)), polysty-
rene-based resins (for example, methyl methacrylate-
styrene copolymer resin (MS) and acrylonitrile styrene
resin (SAN)), polyamide resins (for example, nylon), and
polyolefin resins.
[0036] The shaft 2 preferably contains a material hav-
ing light diffusing property. Consequently, light from the
light guiding tool 20 is moderately diffused at the time of
passage through the shaft 2. Thus, a target tissue can
be evenly irradiated with the light. Examples of the ma-
terial having light diffusing property include: inorganic-
based particles such as particles of titanium oxide, par-
ticles of barium sulfate, and particles of calcium carbon-
ate; and organic-based particles such as crosslinked
acrylic-based particles and crosslinked styrene-based
particles.
[0037] As shown in FIG. 1, a first handle 61 at which
an operator grips the device 1 is preferably connected to
the proximal portion of the shaft 2. If an expansion portion
30 described later is disposed on the distal portion of the
shaft 2 and the expansion portion 30 is a balloon 31, a
fluid supply tool such as a syringe for supplying a fluid
into the balloon 31 through the lumen 3 of the shaft 2
may be connected to the first handle 61.
[0038] The first tubular member 10 is disposed in the
lumen 3 of the shaft 2 and rotatable about a rotation axis
parallel to the longitudinal axis direction of the shaft 2. A
window 12 is located in a part of a peripheral wall of the
distal portion of the first tubular member 10. The light
guiding tool 20 is disposed in a lumen 11 of the first tubular
member 10 and movable in the longitudinal axis direction
of the shaft 2. The light guiding tool 20 has an optical
fiber 21 extending in the longitudinal axis direction of the
shaft 2. The optical fiber 21 includes: a core 22; a cladding
23 coating a radially outer portion of the core 22; and a
cladding-absent portion 24 located at a part of the distal
portion of the core 22. Output light from the light guiding
tool 20 passes through the window 12. Since the window
12 allowing passage therethrough of output light from the
light guiding tool 20 is formed in the first tubular member
10 in this manner, the position for irradiation with light to
be outputted to outside through the window 12 can be
adjusted in the circumferential direction or the longitudi-
nal axis direction of the shaft 2 by rotating the first tubular
member 10 or moving the first tubular member 10 in the
longitudinal axis direction of the shaft 2. Therefore, the
position for irradiation with the output light can be adjust-
ed without rotating the light guiding tool 20, whereby dam-
age to the light guiding tool 20 can be prevented.
[0039] A guide wire used for delivering the shaft 2 to a
target tissue can be inserted through the lumen 11 of the
first tubular member 10 before the light guiding tool 20

is inserted. Consequently, the light guiding tool 20 is eas-
ily moved in the longitudinal axis direction of the shaft 2
along the guide wire. The light irradiating medical device
1 may include a guide wire (not shown) extending in the
longitudinal axis direction of the shaft 2. The guide wire
can be pulled out before the light guiding tool 20 is in-
serted through the lumen 11 of the first tubular member
10, and the light guiding tool 20 can be disposed instead
of the guide wire.
[0040] The optical fiber 21 of the light guiding tool 20
is a transmission path through which a light signal is
transmitted to a target tissue. A connector 25 provided
at a proximal end of the light guiding tool 20 is connected
to a light source (not shown) such as a semiconductor
laser. The optical fiber 21 includes: the core 22; the clad-
ding 23 coating the radially outer portion of the core 22;
and the cladding-absent portion 24 located at a part of
the distal portion of the core 22. The materials forming
the core 22 and the cladding 23 are not particularly lim-
ited, and plastic or a glass such as quartz glass or fluoride
glass, can be used.
[0041] The cladding-absent portion 24 refers to a por-
tion on which no cladding 23 is present at at least a part
thereof in the circumferential direction of the core 22. The
portion is a light output area of the optical fiber 21. Pro-
vision of such a cladding-absent portion 24 makes it pos-
sible to configure a light irradiating medical device 1 of a
side surface irradiation type.
[0042] The position, in the longitudinal axis direction
of the shaft 2, at which the cladding-absent portion 24 is
provided is not particularly limited as long as the cladding-
absent portion 24 is provided at a part of the distal portion
of the core 22, but the cladding-absent portion 24 is pref-
erably provided at a portion including a distal end 22a of
the core 22. Consequently, the cladding-absent portion
24 is easily formed, and the flexibility of a distal end por-
tion of the light guiding tool 20 can also be improved.
[0043] As shown in FIG. 2, the position of a distal end
24a of the cladding-absent portion 24 preferably coin-
cides with the position of the distal end 22a of the core
22. Consequently, it is unnecessary to perform a difficult
step of forming the cladding-absent portion 24 such that
the cladding 23 remains at a portion including a distal
end of the optical fiber 21. This can make it easy to per-
form a step of forming the light output area of the optical
fiber 21.
[0044] The cladding-absent portion 24 can be formed
by, for example, peeling the cladding 23 through etching
or rubbing. It is more preferable to roughen the outer
surface of the cladding-absent portion 24 by a method
such as rasping. Consequently, the light diffusing prop-
erty can be improved.
[0045] It is preferable that the light guiding tool 20 is
not rotated, relative to the shaft 2, about an axis parallel
to the longitudinal axis direction of the shaft 2. Conse-
quently, the position for irradiation with light can be ad-
justed without rotating the optical fiber 21, whereby dam-
age to the optical fiber 21 can be prevented.
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[0046] The first tubular member 10 is formed in a tu-
bular shape having the distal portion and the proximal
portion. The first tubular member 10 can be provided with
one or more lumens 11. However, in order to make the
outer diameter of the first tubular member 10 small, the
first tubular member 10 is preferably provided with only
one lumen 11.
[0047] The first tubular member 10 can be made from,
for example: a synthetic resin such as a polyolefin resin
(for example, polyethylene or polypropylene), a polya-
mide resin (for example, nylon), a polyester resin (for
example, PET), an aromatic polyether ketone resin (for
example, PEEK), a polyether polyamide resin, a poly-
urethane resin, a polyimide resin, or a fluorine resin (for
example, PTFE, PFA, or ETFE); or a metal such as stain-
less steel, carbon steel, or nickel-titanium alloy. One type
of these materials may be used alone, or two or more
types of these materials may be used in combination.
The materials forming the shaft 2 and the first tubular
member 10 may be the same as or different from each
other.
[0048] The first tubular member 10 is preferably made
from a material having a lower property of allowing pas-
sage therethrough of output light than the window 12.
Consequently, output light is less likely to pass through
an area other than a part of the peripheral wall of the
distal portion of the first tubular member 10, i.e., a part
at which the window 12 is formed. Thus, the position for
irradiation with light to be outputted to outside through
the window 12 can be adjusted in the circumferential di-
rection or the longitudinal axis direction of the shaft 2.
Examples of a configuration for setting the window 12 to
have a higher property of allowing passage therethrough
of output light than the first tubular member 10 in this
manner include (i) a configuration in which the window
12 is opened and (ii) a configuration in which a transpar-
ent member 13 is disposed in the window 12.
[0049] As shown in FIG. 1 to FIG. 3, the window 12
may be opened, and the lumen 11 of the first tubular
member 10 and the outside of the shaft 2 may be in com-
munication with each other through the window 12. Con-
sequently, the cladding-absent portion 24 of the light
guiding tool 20 can be exposed to the outside from the
window 12 of the first tubular member 10, whereby it be-
comes easy to directly output light through the window
12. Here, the phrase "the window 12 is opened" means
that no other members are disposed in the window 12.
[0050] FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of a modification
of the device 1 shown in FIG. 3. As shown in FIG. 4, the
transparent member 13 allowing transmission there-
through of output light is preferably disposed in the win-
dow 12. Consequently, a liquid such as a body fluid can
be prevented from entering the shaft 2. In order to im-
prove the effect of preventing liquid entering, it is more
preferable to dispose the transparent member 13 over
the entirety of the inside of the window 12.
[0051] The transparent member 13 preferably has a
higher transmissivity than the portion, of the first tubular

member 10, in which no window 12 is formed. Regarding
materials for forming the transparent member 13, the
transparent member 13 can be made from the resin form-
ing the first tubular member 10 or another material that
is, for example, a synthetic resin such as a (meth)acrylic
resin (for example, polymethyl methacrylate (PMMA)), a
polycarbonate resin (for example, poly(diethylene glycol
bis(allyl carbonate)) (PC)), a polystyrene-based resin (for
example, methyl methacrylate-styrene copolymer resin
(MS) or acrylonitrile styrene resin (SAN)), a polyamide
resin (for example, nylon), or a polyolefin resin. One type
of these materials may be used alone, or two or more
types of these materials may be used in combination.
[0052] One or more windows 12 can be provided in
one first tubular member 10. However, in order to make
it easy to adjust the position for irradiation with output
light, it is preferable that only one window 12 is provided
in one first tubular member 10.
[0053] The window 12 is preferably disposed closer to
the proximal side than a distal end 10a of the first tubular
member 10 is. For example, a distal end 12a of the win-
dow 12 can be located within a range of 10 cm from the
distal end 10a of the first tubular member 10.
[0054] The window 12 is preferably provided at only a
part in the circumferential direction of the shaft 2. That
is, it is preferable that the window 12 is not provided over
the entirety in the circumferential direction of the shaft 2.
In particular, the window 12 is preferably located within
a range of half the circumference of the shaft 2 and is
preferably located within a range of a length, in the cir-
cumferential direction of the shaft 2, that is one quarter
of the entire circumference of the shaft 2. Consequently,
irradiation with output light can be performed selectively
in the circumferential direction of the shaft 2.
[0055] A length of the window 12 in the longitudinal
axis direction of the shaft 2 is preferably larger than a
length of the window 12 in the circumferential direction
of the shaft 2. Consequently, a treatment site such as a
lesion site extending in the longitudinal axis direction of
a biological tube wall is easily irradiated.
[0056] The window 12 is preferably longer than the
cladding-absent portion 24 in the longitudinal axis direc-
tion of the shaft 2. Consequently, output light can be ap-
plied over a wide range of the window 12 in the longitu-
dinal axis direction of the shaft 2. For the same reason,
if a balloon 31 is provided as the expansion portion 30
to the shaft 2, the window 12 is preferably longer than a
straight tube portion 33a of the balloon 31 in the longitu-
dinal axis direction of the shaft 2.
[0057] A reflection material for refracting, toward the
window 12, output light from the core 22 is preferably
disposed on the inner surface of the first tubular member
10. The reflection material is more preferably disposed
on an inner peripheral wall surface of the first tubular
member 10. Examples of a method for disposing the re-
flection material on the first tubular member 10 include
a method in which the inner surface of the first tubular
member 10 is coated with a coating agent containing the
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reflection material. The presence of the reflection mate-
rial makes it easy to condense output light, whereby ir-
radiation with the output light can be efficiently per-
formed. Examples of a material of the reflection material
include aluminum, gold, silver, copper, tin, titanium diox-
ide, tantalum pentoxide, aluminum oxide, silicon dioxide,
magnesium fluoride, and combinations thereof.
[0058] FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the entire con-
figuration of the first tubular member 10 shown in FIG.
1. FIG. 6 and FIG. 7 are perspective views of modifica-
tions of the first tubular member 10 shown in FIG. 5. As
shown in FIG. 5, the first tubular member 10 may be
implemented by a resin tube 14 over the entirety thereof
in the longitudinal axis direction. Consequently, the first
tubular member 10 is easily formed.
[0059] Further, as shown in FIG. 6, the first tubular
member 10 preferably has a first section 10A provided
with a reinforcing material containing a metal. By provid-
ing the reinforcing material to the first tubular member
10, torque on the hand side is easily transmitted to the
window 12 side. Thus, the position of the window 12 in
the circumferential direction is easily adjusted, whereby
irradiation that is selective in the circumferential direction
is easily performed. The first section 10A preferably ex-
tends in the longitudinal axis direction of the first tubular
member 10.
[0060] The reinforcing material may be formed in the
form of a layer or may be obtained by disposing a wire
material as a single wire or a stranded wire in a specific
pattern, braiding the wire material, or winding the wire
material in the form of a coil. Consequently, the strength
and torque performance of the shaft 2 can be improved.
The first section 10A can be formed by providing the re-
inforcing material (not shown) on the outer surface or the
inner surface of, or in a wall of, the resin tube.
[0061] A cross-sectional shape of the wire material
forming the reinforcing material may be, for example, any
of circular shapes, oblong shapes, polygonal shapes, or
shapes obtained by combination thereof. The oblong
shapes include an elliptical shape, an oval shape, and a
rectangular shape with rounded corners. For materials
for forming the reinforcing material, reference can be
made to the explanations about the metals for forming
the shaft 2. The type of a structural pattern of the rein-
forcing material is not particularly limited, and the number
of turns and the density of the coil are not particularly
limited, either. Each of a net-like pattern and the coil may
be formed such that the density thereof is unchanging
over the entirety in the axis direction or such that the
density differs depending on the position in the axis di-
rection.
[0062] As shown in FIG. 6, the first section 10A of the
first tubular member 10 may be a coil member 15 formed
by spirally winding one or more wire materials. Such a
first section 10A can be formed as a coreless coil by
intertwining a plurality of wire materials. The coil member
is preferably a multilayer coil in which a plurality of coils
have been stacked. The multilayer coil can be formed

by, for example, winding a wire material around a core
material to form a first coil and further winding a wire
material around the first coil to form a second coil thereon.
[0063] As shown in FIG. 6, it is preferable that: the first
tubular member 10 further has a second section 10B lo-
cated closer to the distal side than the first section 10A
is, the second section 10B not being provided with the
reinforcing material; and the window 12 is located not in
the first section 10A but in the second section 10B. The
reinforcing material which is present at the first section
10A makes it possible to improve torque-transmission
characteristics of the first tubular member 10. Further,
since the reinforcing material is not provided to the sec-
ond section 10B, the window 12 is easily formed in the
first tubular member 10. The second section 10B can be
implemented by, for example, a resin tube.
[0064] As shown in FIG. 7, it is preferable that: the first
tubular member 10 further has a third section 10C located
closer to the proximal side than the first section 10A is;
and the first tubular member 10 is, at the third section
10C, a pipe 16 made from a metal. Consequently, the
rigidity of the first tubular member 10 can be gradually
improved toward the handle side on the hand side. In
order to improve the flexibility of the pipe 16, a plurality
of annular grooves or a spiral groove may be formed in
the outer surface of the pipe 16. In particular, the groove
is preferably formed in the outer surface so as to be closer
to the distal side than the center of the pipe 16 in the
longitudinal axis direction is.
[0065] As shown in FIG. 1, a second handle 62 to be
gripped by an operator is preferably connected to the
proximal portion of the first tubular member 10. Provision
of the second handle 62 makes it easy to perform an
operation of moving the first tubular member 10 in the
longitudinal axis direction and an operation of rotating
the first tubular member 10 about a direction parallel to
the longitudinal axis direction of the shaft 2.
[0066] As shown in FIG. 5, the first tubular member 10
preferably has, at distal end portions thereof, position
indication portions 17 indicating the position of the win-
dow 12. Consequently, the position of the window 12 is
easily ascertained, whereby a treatment site such as a
lesion site can be assuredly irradiated with output light.
[0067] Examples of each position indication portion 17
include marks, characters, numerals, symbols, dia-
grams, and the like. Each mark may be a combination of
an axial line extending along the longitudinal axis direc-
tion or the circumferential direction of the first tubular
member 10 and at least one of a straight line, a curve,
or an oblique line intersecting with the axial line, or a point
on the axial line.
[0068] The position indication portion 17 may be a
colored portion on the outer surface of the first tubular
member 10 or may be a portion in which a dye such as
a pigment has been mixed with the resin forming the first
tubular member 10.
[0069] One first tubular member 10 may be provided
with only one position indication portion 17 or may be
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provided with a plurality of position indication portions 17.
[0070] The position indication portions 17 are prefera-
bly provided on both sides of the window 12 in the lon-
gitudinal axis direction of the first tubular member 10.
Consequently, the position of the window 12 in the lon-
gitudinal axis direction of the first tubular member 10 is
easily ascertained.
[0071] The position indication portions 17 may be pro-
vided at positions overlapping with the window 12 in the
longitudinal axis direction of the first tubular member 10.
Alternatively, the position indication portions 17 may be
provided on both sides of the window 12 in the circum-
ferential direction. Consequently, the position of the win-
dow 12 in the circumferential direction of the first tubular
member 10 is easily ascertained.
[0072] As shown in FIG. 2, the light guiding tool 20
preferably includes a second tubular member 26 cover-
ing the optical fiber 21 and having light-transmitting prop-
erty. Consequently, the optical fiber 21 can be reinforced.
In addition, it also becomes possible to improve the light
diffusing property and reduce unevenness in irradiation.
Especially, if a diffusing agent such as titanium oxide is
added to a material forming the second tubular member
26, light outputted from the cladding-absent portion 24
is further diffused, whereby unevenness in irradiation can
be reduced.
[0073] The second tubular member 26 is a tubular
member extending in the longitudinal axis direction of the
optical fiber 21. In order to protect the optical fiber 21,
the second tubular member 26 preferably covers the en-
tirety of the optical fiber 21 in the longitudinal axis direc-
tion. Consequently, the entirety of the optical fiber 21 is
protected, whereby the core 22 can be inhibited from
being damaged, deformed, or bent. For the same reason,
the second tubular member 26 preferably covers the en-
tirety of the optical fiber 21 in the circumferential direction.
Further, a distal end 26a of the second tubular member
26 is preferably located closer to the distal side than the
distal end of the optical fiber 21 is, and more preferably
located closer to the distal side than the distal end 22a
of the core 22 is. Consequently, the optical fiber 21 can
be prevented from being deformed and damaged at a
distal end portion thereof.
[0074] The second tubular member 26 only has to have
light-transmitting property and is preferably made from a
resin. Examples of the resin forming the second tubular
member 26 include polyamide-based resins, polyester-
based resins, polyurethane-based resins, polyolefin-
based resins, fluorine-based resins, vinyl chloride-based
resins, silicone-based resins, natural rubber, and the like.
Only one type of these resins may be used, or two or
more types of these resins may be used in combination.
Among these resins, a polyamide-based resin, a polyes-
ter-based resin, a polyurethane-based resin, a polyole-
fin-based resin, or a fluorine-based resin is suitably used.
[0075] A material having light diffusing property that is
inorganic-based particles such as particles of titanium
oxide, particles of barium sulfate, or particles of calcium

carbonate, or organic-based particles such as
crosslinked acrylic-based particles or crosslinked sty-
rene-based particles, can be added to the resin forming
the second tubular member 26.
[0076] In order to make it easy to insert the optical fiber
21 into a lumen 27 of the second tubular member 26, the
second tubular member 26 preferably has an inner di-
ameter that is unchanging in the longitudinal axis direc-
tion of the optical fiber 21.
[0077] The outer diameter of the second tubular mem-
ber 26 is preferably set such that the light guiding tool 20
easily moves in the longitudinal axis direction of the op-
tical fiber 21 inside the lumen 3 of the shaft 2. For exam-
ple, the outer diameter of the second tubular member 26
may decrease toward the distal end thereof, or the outer
diameter may be unchanging in the longitudinal axis di-
rection of the optical fiber 21.
[0078] The cladding-absent portion 24 is preferably
covered with the second tubular member 26, and the
cladding-absent portion 24 is more preferably covered
with the second tubular member 26 over the entirety in
the longitudinal axis direction of the optical fiber 21. Con-
sequently, a portion of the core 22 corresponding to the
cladding-absent portion 24 is protected, whereby the
core 22 at the position thereof corresponding to the clad-
ding-absent portion 24 can be inhibited from being dam-
aged, deformed, or bent.
[0079] A resin tip (not shown) may be provided at a
distal end portion of the second tubular member 26. Con-
sequently, a radioactive ray non-transmitting marker dis-
posed in the lumen 27 of the second tubular member 26
becomes less likely to fall off from a distal end surface
side of the light guiding tool 20. The resin tip can be
formed in, for example, a hemispheric shape, an elliptical
hemispheric shape, a columnar shape, or a prismatic
shape. A part of the resin tip is preferably disposed in the
lumen 27 of the second tubular member 26. The resin
tip preferably has the shape of a plug inserted into the
lumen 27 of the second tubular member 26. As a material
for forming the resin tip, the same material as the material
forming the second tubular member 26 can be used.
[0080] As shown in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, the expansion
portion 30 to be expanded radially outward of the shaft
2 is preferably further disposed on the distal portion of
the shaft 2. By disposing the expansion portion 30 on the
shaft 2, the device 1 is easily fixed to the inside of the
body, e.g., a biological tube wall, through expansion of
the expansion portion 30. Thus, displacement of the de-
vice 1 in the body can be prevented.
[0081] FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view of a modification
of the light irradiating medical device 1 shown in FIG. 2.
The expansion portion 30 is preferably a balloon, a basket
including a plurality of elastic wires, or a stent. The ex-
pansion portion 30 is more preferably a balloon, a basket
including a plurality of elastic wires, or a self-expandable-
type stent. If the expansion portion 30 is a balloon 31,
the position in the body can be fixed without damaging
a biological tube wall even when the expansion portion
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30 comes into contact with the biological tube wall. Mean-
while, if the expansion portion 30 is a basket or a stent
35, a wire material forming the basket or the stent 35
easily bites into a biological tube wall, whereby the device
1 can be firmly fixed to the inside of the body. While FIG.
2 shows an example in which the expansion portion 30
is a balloon 31, FIG. 8 shows an example in which the
expansion portion 30 is a stent 35, and FIG. 8 schemat-
ically shows the contour of the stent 35.
[0082] The balloon 31 may include a distal-side fixed
portion 32 fixed to the shaft 2, an inflation portion 33 not
fixed to the shaft 2, and a proximal-side fixed portion 34
fixed to the shaft 2 in this order from the distal side. In
this case, it is preferable that: the shaft 2 is composed of
an inner tube 4 and an outer tube 5; and, at the distal
portion of the shaft 2, the inner tube 4 extends out from
a distal end of the outer tube 5 and penetrates the balloon
31 in the longitudinal axis direction of the shaft 2. By thus
forming the shaft 2 and the balloon 31, the balloon 31
can be joined to the shaft 2.
[0083] If the expansion portion 30 is the balloon 31, a
fluid supply tool (not shown) is preferably connected to
the proximal portion of the shaft 2. The balloon 31 is con-
figured such that a pressure fluid is supplied from the
fluid supply tool through the shaft 2 into the balloon 31.
The balloon 31 can be expanded by supplying the pres-
sure fluid into the balloon 31. Meanwhile, the balloon 31
can be contracted by drawing out the pressure fluid from
inside the balloon 31. When the balloon 31 is expanded,
the outer surface of the balloon 31 comes into contact
with a biological tube wall of a blood vessel, a gastroin-
testinal tract, or the like, whereby the shaft 2 can be fixed
to the inside of the body.
[0084] If the expansion portion 30 is the balloon 31,
the shaft 2 may have a plurality of lumens 3. For example,
the shaft 2 may have: a first lumen 3a into which the first
tubular member 10 and the light guiding tool 20 are in-
serted; and a second lumen 3b in communication with
the inside of the balloon 31. Consequently, the first lumen
3a can be set to function as an insertion path for the light
guiding tool 20, and the second lumen 3b can be set to
function as a flow path for a pressure fluid for expanding
and contracting the balloon 31. As shown in FIG. 2, the
shaft 2 may be composed of the inner tube 4 and the
outer tube 5, the lumen of the inner tube 4 may be the
first lumen 3a, and the space between the inner tube 4
and the outer tube 5 may be the second lumen 3b.
[0085] The inflation portion 33 of the balloon 31 may
include: the straight tube portion 33a; and tapered por-
tions 33b respectively formed at the distal portion and
the proximal portion of the straight tube portion 33a. By
bringing the outer surface of the straight tube portion 33a
of the balloon 31 into contact with a biological tube wall,
the shaft 2 can be fixed to the inside of the body.
[0086] The balloon 31 is preferably made from a resin.
Examples of the resin forming the balloon 31 include
polyamide-based resins, polyester-based resins, poly-
urethane-based resins, polyolefin-based resins, vinyl

chloride-based resins, silicone-based resins, natural rub-
ber, and the like. Only one type of these resins may be
used, or two or more types of these resins may be used
in combination. Among these resins, a polyamide-based
resin, a polyester-based resin, or a polyurethane-based
resin is suitably used. As these resins, elastomer resins
can be used from the viewpoint of the film thickness re-
duction and the flexibility of the balloon 31.
[0087] The type of the fluid to be supplied into the bal-
loon 31 is not particularly limited, and, for example, a
liquid such as a physiological saline solution, a contrast
agent, or a mixed liquid thereof, or a gas such as air,
nitrogen gas, or carbon dioxide, can be used. However,
considering transmitting properties for output light, a gas
is preferably supplied into the balloon 31.
[0088] The basket is formed by banding together a plu-
rality of elastic wires at a first banding portion and a sec-
ond banding portion that is closer to the proximal side
than the first banding portion is. In the basket, the elastic
wires are bent or spirally twisted together between the
first banding portion and the second banding portion. Al-
though the basket is generally provided to catch an ab-
normal object such as a calculus, the basket in the
present invention is used for fixing the position of the
device 1 in the body.
[0089] Each elastic wire is a wire material having elas-
ticity and is preferably made from a shape memory alloy
or a shape memory resin. The elastic wire may be, for
example, a metal wire material that is a single wire or a
stranded wire made from a stainless steel such as
SUS304 or SUS316, platinum, nickel, cobalt, chromium,
titanium, tungsten, aluminum, gold, silver, Ni-Ti alloy, Co-
Cr alloy, or the like.
[0090] The number of the elastic wires is not particu-
larly limited and can be selected according to the inner
diameter of the biological tube wall or the like.
[0091] At the first banding portion and the second
banding portion, the elastic wires are preferably fixed to
the shaft 2. The elastic wires can be fixed to the shaft 2
by methods such as a method in which distal end portions
or proximal end portions of the plurality of elastic wires
are disposed apart from each other in the circumferential
direction of the shaft 2, and the distal end portions or the
proximal end portions of the elastic wires are brazed or
bonded to the shaft 2 or covered, from above, with a
tubular connection tool which is then crimped.
[0092] The stent 35 is, for example, a structure that is
expandable in diameter and that is formed in a net-like
pattern such as a mesh pattern. The stent 35 includes a
plurality of struts. The stent 35 can be formed in, for ex-
ample, a pattern of mutually coupled structural elements
extendable and contractable in the circumferential direc-
tion and the axis direction. Examples of the type of the
stent 35 include: a type in which the stent 35 is in the
form of a coil made from one linear metal or macromo-
lecular material; a type in which the stent 35 has been
obtained by performing, with a laser or the like, cut-out
machining on a metal tube or a tube made from a mac-
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romolecular material; a type in which the stent 35 has
been assembled by welding linear portions; a type in
which the stent 35 has been made by weaving a plurality
of linear metals; and the like.
[0093] From the viewpoint of an expansion mecha-
nism, the type of the stent 35 can be classified into a
balloon-expandable type and a self-expandable type. In
the balloon-expandable type, a stent is attached (mount-
ed) on the outer surface of a balloon, transported to a
treatment site such as a lesion site, and then expanded
at the treatment site by using the balloon. In the self-
expandable type, a stent is transported to a lesion site
with a catheter having an expansion-inhibiting member,
and the expansion-inhibiting member is removed at the
treatment site so that the stent expands by itself. The
stent 35 provided to the shaft 2 is preferably a self-ex-
pandable-type stent. The self-expandable type elimi-
nates the need for providing any balloon inside the stent,
and thus the diameter of the stent in a diameter-reduced
state can be made smaller than that in the balloon-ex-
pandable type.
[0094] For materials for forming the stent 35, reference
can be made to the explanations about the materials for
forming the elastic wires of the basket.
[0095] If the expansion portion 30 is a self-expandable-
type stent, a proximal end portion of the self-expandable-
type stent is preferably fixed to a distal end portion of the
shaft 2. Consequently, the device 1 can be fixed to the
inside of the body without hindering, by the stent 35, out-
put of light.
[0096] If the expansion portion 30 is a self-expandable-
type stent and the self-expandable-type stent expands
more at a distal end portion thereof than at a proximal
end portion thereof, it is preferable that the distal end
portion of the self-expandable-type stent is not fixed to
the distal end portion of the shaft 2. Consequently, the
shaft 2 can be fixed to the inside of the body by bringing
the distal end portion of the self-expandable-type stent
into contact with a biological tube wall.
[0097] The stent 35 can be fixed to the shaft 2 by a
method similar to the method for fixing the elastic wires
of the basket to the shaft 2. For example, it is possible
to employ methods such as a method in which the plu-
rality of struts at the proximal end portion of the stent 35
are disposed apart from each other in the circumferential
direction of the shaft 2, and the struts are brazed or bond-
ed to the shaft 2 or proximal end portions of the struts
are covered, from above, with a tubular connection tool
which is then crimped.
[0098] If the expansion portion 30 is a basket or a stent
35, the device 1 preferably further includes a third tubular
member (not shown) having a lumen that can accommo-
date the expansion portion 30. Consequently, a forceps
port in an endoscope, the inside of a forceps channel, a
tissue in the body other than an abnormal object, and the
like can be prevented from being damaged as a result of
expansion of the basket or the stent 35 by the time at
which the device 1 is transported to near a treatment site

such as a lesion site after passing from the forceps port
of the endoscope through the inside of the forceps chan-
nel.
[0099] As shown in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, the expansion
portion 30 may be disposed at a position overlapping with
the cladding-absent portion 24 in the longitudinal axis
direction of the shaft 2. Alternatively, as shown in FIG.
8, the expansion portion 30 may be disposed closer to
the distal side in the longitudinal axis direction of the shaft
2 than the cladding-absent portion 24 is.
[0100] If the expansion portion 30 is disposed at a po-
sition overlapping with the cladding-absent portion 24 in
the longitudinal axis direction of the shaft 2, the expansion
portion 30 preferably contains a material having light
transmitting property. In this case, it is more preferable
that both the expansion portion 30 and a portion of the
shaft 2 that is covered with the expansion portion 30 are
made from materials having light transmitting property.
Consequently, with the cladding-absent portion 24 being
positioned inside the expansion portion 30, a target tissue
can be efficiently irradiated with light at the position cor-
responding to the balloon 31. For materials having light
transmitting property, reference can be made to the ex-
planations about the shaft 2.
[0101] If the expansion portion 30 is disposed at a po-
sition overlapping with the cladding-absent portion 24 in
the longitudinal axis direction of the shaft 2, the expansion
portion 30 preferably contains a material having light dif-
fusing property. In this case, it is more preferable that
both the expansion portion 30 and the portion of the shaft
2 that is covered with the expansion portion 30 are made
from materials having light diffusing property. By impart-
ing light diffusing property to these portions, a target tis-
sue can be evenly irradiated with light. For materials hav-
ing light diffusing property, reference can be made to the
explanations about the shaft 2.
[0102] A support portion 40 supporting the distal por-
tion of the light guiding tool 20 is preferably further dis-
posed on the distal end portion of the shaft 2. Conse-
quently, the distal portion of the light guiding tool 20 can
be inhibited from drooping owing to gravity, whereby it
becomes easy to perform an operation of rotating the
first tubular member 10 and an operation of moving the
light guiding tool 20 in the longitudinal axis direction of
the shaft 2.
[0103] The support portion 40 may be disposed on a
radially outer side of the shaft 2 as shown in FIG. 1 and
FIG. 2 or may be disposed in the lumen 3 of the shaft 2
as shown in FIG. 8. Further, in order for the support por-
tion 40 to assuredly support the light guiding tool 20, a
part of the support portion 40 may be disposed closer to
the distal side than the distal end 2a of the shaft 2 is, as
in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2.
[0104] The support portion 40 can be formed in a tu-
bular shape. As shown in FIG. 8, the tubular support por-
tion 40 may have an inner diameter that is unchanging
in the longitudinal axis direction of the shaft 2. Alterna-
tively, as shown in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, the tubular support
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portion 40 may have an inner diameter that differs de-
pending on the position in the longitudinal axis direction
of the shaft 2. For example, the tubular support portion
40 may include: a large-diameter portion 41 supporting
the shaft 2; and a small-diameter portion 42 located clos-
er to the distal side than the large-diameter portion 41 is,
the small-diameter portion 42 supporting the light guiding
tool 20 and having a smaller inner diameter than the
large-diameter portion 41. Consequently, the effect of
inhibiting the light guiding tool 20 from drooping owing to
gravity can be further improved. For the same reason,
the tubular support portion 40 may be formed in a tapered
shape such that the inner diameter thereof decreases
toward the distal side.
[0105] For materials for forming the support portion 40,
reference can be made to the explanations about the
materials for forming the shaft 2.
[0106] If, as shown in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, the expansion
portion 30 is present at the position overlapping with the
cladding-absent portion 24 in the longitudinal axis direc-
tion of the shaft 2, a distal end 40a of the support portion
40 is preferably located closer to the distal side than a
distal end 30a of the expansion portion 30 is. Meanwhile,
if, as shown in FIG. 8, the expansion portion 30 is located
closer to the distal side in the longitudinal axis direction
of the shaft 2 than the cladding-absent portion 24 is, the
distal end 40a of the support portion 40 may be located
closer to the proximal side than the distal end 30a of the
expansion portion 30 is. By thus setting the positional
relationship between the expansion portion 30 and the
support portion 40, the light guiding tool 20 can be as-
suredly supported by the support portion 40.
[0107] Each of the members composing the light irra-
diating medical device 1 may be provided with a radio-
active ray non-transmitting marker. For example, a first
radioactive ray non-transmitting marker 51 may be pro-
vided on the distal portion of the shaft 2. Consequently,
the position of the shaft 2 can be specified during X-ray
fluoroscopy, whereby the position of the shaft 2 can be
adjusted to the position of a tissue to be irradiated.
[0108] A second radioactive ray non-transmitting
marker 52 may be disposed on the second tubular mem-
ber 26 so as to be closer to the distal side than the distal
end of the core 22 is. Consequently, the core 22 is pre-
vented from being deformed or damaged owing to stress
generated when the second radioactive ray non-trans-
mitting marker 52 is attached, and the position of the
cladding-absent portion 24 which is the light output area
of the optical fiber 21 is easily specified during X-ray fluor-
oscopy.
[0109] In addition to the second radioactive ray non-
transmitting marker 52, a third radioactive ray non-trans-
mitting marker 53 may be disposed on the second tubular
member 26 so as to be closer to the proximal side than
a proximal end of the cladding-absent portion 24 is. Con-
sequently, the radioactive ray non-transmitting markers
are disposed on both sides, in the longitudinal axis direc-
tion of the second tubular member 26, of the cladding-

absent portion 24 which is the light output area. Thus,
the position of the light output area is more easily spec-
ified during X-ray fluoroscopy.
[0110] A fourth radioactive ray non-transmitting marker
54 may further be disposed on the shaft 2 so as to be
closer to the proximal side than the first radioactive ray
non-transmitting marker 51 is. Consequently, the posi-
tion of the shaft 2 in the longitudinal axis direction is even
more easily specified during X-ray fluoroscopy.
[0111] A fifth radioactive ray non-transmitting marker
55 is preferably disposed on the distal portion of the first
tubular member 10. The fifth radioactive ray non-trans-
mitting marker 55 is more preferably disposed on the said
distal portion so as to be closer to the distal side than the
window 12 of the first tubular member 10 is. Further, a
sixth radioactive ray non-transmitting marker 56 is pref-
erably disposed on the distal portion of the first tubular
member 10 so as to be closer to the proximal side than
the window 12 is. Consequently, the position of the win-
dow 12 in the longitudinal axis direction of the first tubular
member 10 is easily ascertained, whereby the position
of the light output area is more easily specified during X-
ray fluoroscopy.
[0112] If the first radioactive ray non-transmitting mark-
er 51, the second radioactive ray non-transmitting marker
52, and the fifth radioactive ray non-transmitting marker
55 are provided to the light irradiating medical device 1,
the positions thereof are preferably such that a distal end
of the second radioactive ray non-transmitting marker
52, a distal end of the fifth radioactive ray non-transmitting
marker 55, and a distal end of the first radioactive ray
non-transmitting marker 51 are present in this order from
the distal side toward the proximal side. By thus locating
the markers, the positions of the shaft 2, the cladding-
absent portion 24, and the window 12 are easily ascer-
tained. If the third radioactive ray non-transmitting marker
53, the fourth radioactive ray non-transmitting marker 54,
and the sixth radioactive ray non-transmitting marker 56
are provided to the light irradiating medical device 1, the
positions thereof are, for the same reason as the above,
preferably such that a proximal end of the third radioac-
tive ray non-transmitting marker 53, a proximal end of
the sixth radioactive ray non-transmitting marker 56, and
a proximal end of the fourth radioactive ray non-trans-
mitting marker 54 are present in this order from the prox-
imal side toward the distal side.
[0113] The shape of each radioactive ray non-trans-
mitting marker is not particularly limited and may be, for
example, an annular shape or a rod shape. Alternatively,
the shape of the radioactive ray non-transmitting marker
may be a coil shape or may be a shape having a C-
shaped cross section and obtained by forming a slit in a
ring. If the shape of the radioactive ray non-transmitting
marker is an annular shape or a coil shape, the marker
is easily attached to the outer side of the shaft 2, the first
tubular member 10, or the second tubular member 26. If
the shape of the radioactive ray non-transmitting marker
is a rod shape or a coil shape, the marker is easily dis-
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posed in the lumen 3 of the shaft 2, the lumen 11 of the
first tubular member 10, or the lumen 27 of the second
tubular member 26.
[0114] The radioactive ray non-transmitting marker is
preferably made from, for example, a material containing
a metal material such as platinum, gold, silver, tungsten,
tantalum, iridium, palladium, or an alloy thereof. The ra-
dioactive ray non-transmitting marker may be a metal
marker made from the above metal material or may be
a resin marker containing the above metal material.
[0115] The present application claims the benefit of pri-
ority based on Japanese patent application number
2019-150239 filed on August 20, 2019. The entire con-
tent of the specification of Japanese patent application
number 2019-150239 filed on August 20, 2019 is incor-
porated herein by reference.

DESCRIPTION OF REFERENCE SIGNS

[0116]

1 light irradiating medical device
2 shaft
3 lumen
3a first lumen
3b second lumen
4 inner tube
5 outer tube
10 first tubular member
10A first section
10B second section
10C third section
10a distal end of the first tubular member
11 lumen
12 window
13 transparent member
14 resin tube
15 coil member
16 pipe
17 position indication portion
20 light guiding tool
21 optical fiber
22 core
22a distal end of the core
23 cladding
24 cladding-absent portion
25 connector
26 second tubular member
26a distal end of the second tubular member
30 expansion portion
31 balloon
32 distal-side fixed portion
33 inflation portion
33a straight tube portion
33b tapered portion
34 proximal-side fixed portion
35 stent
40 support portion

41 large-diameter portion
42 small-diameter portion
51 first radioactive ray non-transmitting marker
52 second radioactive ray non-transmitting marker
53 third radioactive ray non-transmitting marker
54 fourth radioactive ray non-transmitting marker
55 fifth radioactive ray non-transmitting marker
56 sixth radioactive ray non-transmitting marker
61 first handle
62 second handle

Claims

1. A light irradiating medical device comprising:

a shaft having a first end and a second end in a
longitudinal axis direction thereof and having a
lumen extending in the longitudinal axis direc-
tion;
a first tubular member disposed in the lumen of
the shaft and rotatable about a rotation axis par-
allel to the longitudinal axis direction of the shaft,
the first tubular member having a window locat-
ed in a part of a peripheral wall of a distal portion;
and
a light guiding tool disposed in a lumen of the
first tubular member and movable in the longi-
tudinal axis direction, the light guiding tool in-
cluding an optical fiber extending in the longitu-
dinal axis direction,

the optical fiber including

a core,
a cladding coating a radially outer por-
tion of the core, and
a cladding-absent portion located at a
part of a distal portion of the core, and

the window allowing passage therethrough
of output light from the light guiding tool.

2. The light irradiating medical device according to
claim 1, wherein
the first tubular member is made from a material hav-
ing a lower property of allowing passage there-
through of the output light than the window.

3. The light irradiating medical device according to
claim 1 or 2, further comprising
a transparent member disposed in the window, the
transparent member allowing transmission there-
through of the output light.

4. The light irradiating medical device according to any
one of claims 1 to 3, wherein
a length of the window in the longitudinal axis direc-

21 22 



EP 4 019 075 A1

13

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

tion of the shaft is larger than a length of the window
in a circumferential direction of the shaft.

5. The light irradiating medical device according to any
one of claims 1 to 4, wherein
the window is located within a range of a length, in
a circumferential direction of the shaft, that is one
quarter of an entire circumference of the shaft.

6. The light irradiating medical device according to any
one of claims 1 to 5, further comprising
an expansion portion disposed on a distal portion of
the shaft and configured to expand radially outward
of the shaft.

7. The light irradiating medical device according to
claim 6, wherein
the expansion portion is: a balloon; a basket includ-
ing a plurality of elastic wires; or a self-expandable-
type stent.

8. The light irradiating medical device according to any
one of claims 1 to 7, wherein
the first tubular member has a first section provided
with a reinforcing material containing a metal.

9. The light irradiating medical device according to
claim 8, wherein

the first tubular member further has a second
section located closer to a distal side than the
first section is, the second section not being pro-
vided with the reinforcing material, and
the window is located not in the first section but
in the second section.

10. The light irradiating medical device according to
claim 8 or 9, wherein

the first tubular member further has a third sec-
tion located closer to a proximal side than the
first section is, and
the first tubular member is, at the third section,
a pipe made from a metal.

11. The light irradiating medical device according to any
one of claims 1 to 10, further comprising
a support portion disposed on a distal end portion of
the shaft and supporting a distal portion of the light
guiding tool.

12. The light irradiating medical device according to any
one of claims 1 to 11, wherein
the window is longer than the cladding-absent por-
tion in the longitudinal axis direction of the shaft.

13. The light irradiating medical device according to any
one of claims 1 to 12, further comprising

a reflection material disposed on an inner surface of
the first tubular member and configured to refract,
toward the window, output light from the core.

14. The light irradiating medical device according to any
one of claims 1 to 13, wherein
the light guiding tool includes a second tubular mem-
ber covering the optical fiber and having light-trans-
mitting property.

15. The light irradiating medical device according to any
one of claims 1 to 14, wherein
the first tubular member has, at a distal end portion
thereof, a position indication portion indicating a po-
sition of the window.

16. The light irradiating medical device according to any
one of claims 1 to 15, wherein
the light guiding tool is not rotated, relative to the
shaft, about an axis parallel to the longitudinal axis
direction of the shaft.
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