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(54) A LAUNDRY WASHER-DRYER WITH IMPROVED OPERATIONAL SAFETY

(57) The present invention relates to a laundry wash-
er-dryer (1) comprising a body (2); a tub (3) wherein the
washing and drying processes are performed; a housing
(4) which is provided on the body (2), which receives a
detergent dispenser (6) suitable for loading detergent,
and which has a flushing unit (5) which supplies water
into the dispenser (6); a drying air duct (8) which has an
air inlet (9) which receives the air from the tub (3) and an

air outlet (10) which delivers the air into the tub (3), and
wherein a fan (7) which provides the circulation of the
drying air is disposed; an opening (11) which is provided
on the drying air duct (8) and which opens into the housing
(4); and at least one delivery line (13) which is connected
to the flow port (12) at one end and to the opening (11)
at the other end and which provides fluidical connection
between the housing (4) and the drying air duct (8).
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a laundry wash-
er-dryer with improved operational safety.
[0002] In laundry washer-dryers, the laundry is washed
in a washing tub which receives the detergent loaded
into the detergent compartment and the mains water. In
the drying process, which is started after the washing
process, the air in the tub is taken into a drying air duct
and the air which is dehumidified and heated in the drying
air duct is sent back to the tub. One of the problems en-
countered in the state-of-the-art washer-dryers is that the
foam formed as a result of using water with detergent in
the washing process reaches the drying air duct through
the air inlet. The foam of which the volume increases
especially as a result of the use of intensive detergent
can rise in the drying air duct and overflow from the open-
ings of the drying air duct and reach electrical circuits
and electronic components, causing safety weaknesses
such as corrosion, short circuit, even fire.
[0003] In the state of the art Japanese Patent Applica-
tion No. JP2006136601, a washer-dryer is disclosed,
wherein the foam is prevented from getting into contact
with electrical components.
[0004] The aim of the present invention is the realiza-
tion of a laundry washer-dryer of which the operational
safety is improved.
[0005] The laundry washer-dryer realized in order to
attain the aim of the present invention, explicated in the
first claim and the respective claims thereof, comprises
a body; a housing which is provided on the body, which
receives a detergent dispenser, wherein cleaning agents
are loaded, and which opens into the tub so as to allow
the delivery of the cleaning agents into the tub; a flushing
unit which is disposed in the housing and which supplies
water into the housing; a tub wherein a drum, in which
the laundry is loaded, is rotated; a drying air duct which
has an air inlet and an air outlet both opening into the tub
such that the air taken from the tub is passed through
the drying air duct so as to be sent back to the tub, and
wherein a fan which provides the circulation of the air is
disposed; an opening which is provided on the drying air
duct; a flow port which is provided on the housing and
which opens into the housing; and a delivery line which
extends between the flow port and the opening and which
connects the drying air duct and the housing. The delivery
line provides the delivery of both air and foam between
the drying air duct and the housing. Thus, the delivery
line ensures the communication between the tub and the
outer environment so as to prevent the air from being
trapped in the tub and to safely discharge the foam filling
into the drying air duct.
[0006] In an embodiment of the present invention, the
air duct has a fan housing which is disposed at the upper
side of the tub and which receives the fan, and the open-
ing is arranged on the fan housing. Thus, the opening is
enabled to remain above the water level in the tub such
that the delivery line is prevented from being filled with

water.
[0007] In another embodiment of the present invention,
the flow port is positioned on the flushing unit which is
located on the ceiling of the housing. The foam flowing
in the delivery line passes through the flow port arranged
on the ceiling of the housing by the effect of gravity so
as to pour onto the base of the housing. Thus, the port
is prevented from getting clogged while avoiding the
backflow of the foam.
[0008] In an embodiment of the present invention, the
port is positioned so as to face a gap remaining between
the dispenser and the housing when the dispenser is
inside the housing, and the foam is enabled to pour into
the gap. Thus, the foam is prevented from filling into the
dispenser, from mixing with other cleaning agents such
as softener, etc. and from causing erroneous dosing.
[0009] In another embodiment of the present invention,
the flow port has an inlet end which receives the foamy
water coming from the delivery line, an outlet end for
delivering the foamy water into the housing, and a cham-
ber which is positioned between the inlet end and the
outlet end and which receives the water coming from the
inlet end. By means of the chamber, the flow of the foam
at the outlet end is facilitated.
[0010] In another embodiment of the present invention,
at least one dampening means is positioned on the flow
path of the foam composed of the opening, the delivery
line and the flow port, which extends between the air duct
and the housing. Thus, the foam is dampened before
being poured into the housing, preventing an undesired
accumulation in the housing.
[0011] In an embodiment of the present invention, the
dampening means has a porous sieve form. This em-
bodiment is advantageous in that the dampening means
provides efficient air permeability.
[0012] By means of the present invention, the exces-
sive foam is transferred into the housing and is prevented
from overflowing from the drying air duct.
[0013] The laundry washer-dryer realized in order to
attain the aim of the present invention is illustrated in the
attached figures, where:

Figure 1 - is the partial schematic view of the laundry
washer-dryer related to an embodiment of the
present invention.
Figure 2 - is the partial view of the laundry washer-
dryer related to another embodiment of the present
invention, showing the tub, the air duct, the housing
and the delivery line.
Figure 3 - is the partial cross-sectional view of the
laundry washer-dryer related to another embodi-
ment of the present invention.
Figure 4 - is the top partial cross-sectional view show-
ing the flow port in the laundry washer-dryer related
to another embodiment of the present invention.
Figure 5 - is the sideways partial cross-sectional view
of the housing and the dispenser showing the flow
port in the laundry washer-dryer related to another
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embodiment of the present invention.

[0014] The elements illustrated in the figures are num-
bered as follows:

1. Laundry washer-dryer
2. Body
3. Tub
4. Housing
5. Flushing unit
6. Dispenser
7. Fan
8. Drying air duct
9. Air inlet
10. Air outlet
11. Opening
12. Flow port
13. Delivery line
14. Fan housing
15. Inlet end
16. Outlet end
17. Chamber
18. Dampening means
19. Intermediate line
20. Condenser
21. Heater

B: Gap

[0015] The laundry washer-dryer (1) comprises a body
(2); a tub (3) wherein the washing and drying processes
are performed; a housing (4) which is provided on the
body (2), which receives a detergent dispenser (6) suit-
able for loading detergent, and which has a flushing unit
(5) which supplies water into the dispenser (6); and a
drying air duct (8) which has an air inlet (9) which receives
the air from the tub (3) and an air outlet (10) which delivers
the air into the tub (3), and wherein a fan (7) which pro-
vides the circulation of the drying air is disposed. By
means of an intermediate line (19), the housing (4) is
connected to the tub (3) and opens to the outer environ-
ment. The dispenser (6) suitable for loading detergent
therein is placed into the housing (4). A flushing unit (5)
which supplies water into the dispenser (6) in the housing
(4) is disposed in the housing (4). By means of the water
supplied from the flushing unit (5) into the dispenser (6),
the detergent in the dispenser (6) is swept and transferred
into the housing (4), and then delivered from the housing
(4) into the tub (3) by means of the intermediate line (19).
The laundry in a drum which is rotated in the tub (3) is
washed in the water with detergent received into the tub
(3). During the drying process, the air is circulated in the
drying air duct (8). The air sucked from the air inlet (9)
by means of the fan (7) is passed through a condenser
(20), which is disposed on the drying air duct (8), which
extends almost all along the rear wall of the tub (3) and
which condenses the drying air, and the air dehumidified
at the condenser (20) is passed over a heater (21), which

is provided in the drying air duct (8), and is blown onto
the laundry through the air outlet (10) by means of the
fan (7).
[0016] The laundry washer-dryer (1) of the present in-
vention comprises an opening (11) which is provided on
the drying air duct (8); a flow port (12) which is provided
on the housing (4) and which opens into the housing (4);
and at least one delivery line (13) which is connected to
the flow port (12) at one end and to the opening (11) at
the other end and which provides fluidical connection be-
tween the housing (4) and the drying air duct (8). The
opening (11) allows the intake/output of fluid, in other
words air and fluid. The flow port (12) is configured as a
passage which allows the intake/output of air into/from
the housing (4). The delivery line (13) is connected be-
tween the flow port (12) and the opening (11). Thus, the
drying air duct (8) opening into the tub (3) and the housing
(4) opening to the outer environment (4) are connected
to each other by means of the delivery line (13) in fluidical
connection. In case the foam forming during the washing
process excessively rises in the drying air duct (8), at
least some of the foam exits through the opening (11)
and fills into the delivery line (13) and then flows into the
housing (4) through the flow port (12). Thus, the exces-
sive foam is enabled to be at least partially discharged
into the housing (4) from the drying air duct (8).
[0017] In an embodiment of the present invention, the
drying air duct (8) has a fan housing (14) which receives
the fan (7), and the opening (11) is provided on the fan
housing (14). The drying air duct (8) has a fan housing
(14) which is positioned after the condenser (20) in the
direction of the air flow and wherein the fan (7) is mount-
ed. The fan housing (14) is located just after the con-
denser (20) which extends almost all along the rear wall
of the tub (3), and the opening (11) is positioned on the
fan housing (14). Thus, by positioning the opening (11)
at the upper side, almost at the top, of the drying air duct
(8), the foam is enabled to be discharged into the housing
(4) if the same rises to a critical level such as the fan (7)
level in the drying air duct (8). Consequently, the foam
accumulation in the housing (4) is decreased.
[0018] In another embodiment of the present invention,
the flow port (12) is provided on the flushing unit (5). The
flow port (12) is positioned on the flushing unit (5), which
is disposed on the ceiling of the housing (4), so as to
remain above the dispenser (6). Thus, the flow port (12)
is prevented from being blocked. Moreover, the connec-
tion of the delivery line (13) to the flow port (12) is facili-
tated.
[0019] In another embodiment of the present invention,
a gap (B) between the dispenser (6) and the housing (4)
is provided in the housing (4), and the flow port (12) opens
into the gap (B). When the dispenser (6) is in the housing
(4), the gap (B) remains between the housing (4) wall
and one side of the dispenser (6). For ease of placement,
the gap (B) is preferably positioned between the rear sur-
face of the dispenser (6) and the rear wall of the housing
(4). The flow port (12) is positioned on the flushing unit
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(5) so as to face the base of the housing (4) through the
gap (B). The foam coming from the delivery line (13) flows
into the gap (B) through the flow port (12) and pours di-
rectly into the housing (4) without filling into the dispenser
(6). Thus, any accumulation on the dispenser (6) surfac-
es is prevented.
[0020] In another embodiment of the present invention,
the flow port (12) has an inlet end (15) connected to the
delivery line (13), an outlet end (16) opening into the
housing (4), and a chamber (17) between the inlet end
(15) and the outlet end (16). The foam coming through
the inlet end (15) fills into the chamber (17) and flows
into the housing (4) through the outlet end (16) provided
on the base of the chamber (17). The chamber (17) wid-
ens the flow path between the inlet end (15) and the outlet
end (16) and facilitates the flow of the foam through the
outlet end (16).
[0021] In another embodiment of the present invention,
the delivery line (13) at least partially extends in an in-
clined manner in the vertical plane. The delivery line (13)
extends in an inclined manner in the vertical plane such
that the fluid therein flows towards the flow port (12) by
the effect of the gravity. Thus, the fluid is prevented from
accumulating in the delivery line (13) and clogging the
delivery line (13). Consequently, the air communication
between the housing (4) and the drying air duct (8) is
prevented from being interrupted.
[0022] In another embodiment of the present invention,
the dampening means (18) can be positioned on the
opening (11), the delivery line (13) or the flow port (12).
In a preferred version of this embodiment, the dampening
means (18) is positioned on the opening (11). Thus, the
amount of fluid delivered into the housing (4) is de-
creased. In another preferred version of this embodi-
ment, the dampening means (18) is positioned on the
flow port (12), especially in the chamber (17). Thus, the
foam is dampened before being poured into the housing
(4), decreasing accumulation of residues and foam in the
housing (4).
[0023] In another embodiment of the present invention,
at least one dampening means (18) which dampens the
foam is disposed at least one of the opening (11), the
flow port (12) and the delivery line (13). Thus, the foam
is dampened before being delivered into the housing (4).
[0024] In another embodiment of the present invention,
the dampening means (18) is in the form of a porous
sieve. The dampening means (18) preferably has a sieve
form with wide pores such that while the foamy water
passes through the dampening means (18), the foam hits
the pores and bursts. By means of the simple structure
of the dampening means (18) in the porous sieve form,
ease of application is provided.
[0025] By means of the present invention, fluidical con-
nection between the drying air duct (8) and the housing
(4) is provided, ensuring the safe discharge of the foam
and air in the drying air duct (8). Thus, the operational
safety of the laundry washer-dryer is improved.

Claims

1. A laundry washer-dryer (1) comprising a body (2);
a tub (3) wherein the washing and drying processes
are performed; a housing (4) which is provided on
the body (2), which receives a detergent dispenser
(6) suitable for loading detergent, and which has a
flushing unit (5) which supplies water into the dis-
penser (6); and a drying air duct (8) which has an air
inlet (9) which receives the air from the tub (3) and
an air outlet (10) which delivers the air into the tub
(3), and wherein a fan (7) which provides the circu-
lation of the drying air is disposed, characterized
by an opening (11) which is provided on the drying
air duct (8); a flow port (12) which is provided on the
housing (4) and which opens into the housing (4);
and at least one delivery line (13) which is connected
to the flow port (12) at one end and to the opening
(11) at the other end and which provides fluidical
connection between the housing (4) and the drying
air duct (8).

2. A laundry washer-dryer (1) as in Claim 1, charac-
terized by a fan housing (14) which is provided on
the drying air duct (8) and which receives the fan (7),
and the opening (11) which is provided on the fan
housing (14).

3. A laundry washer-dryer (1) as in Claim 1 or 2, char-
acterized by the flow port (12) which is provided on
the flushing unit (5).

4. A laundry washer-dryer (1) as in any one of the above
claims, characterized by a gap (B) which remains
in the housing (4) between the dispenser (6) and the
housing (4), and the flow port (12) which opens into
the gap (B).

5. A laundry washer-dryer (1) as in any one of the above
claims, characterized by the flow port (12) which
has an inlet end (15) connected to the delivery line
(13), an outlet end (16) opening into the housing (4),
and a chamber (17) between the inlet end (15) and
the outlet end (16).

6. A laundry washer-dryer (1) as in any one of the above
claims, characterized by the delivery line (13) which
at least partially extends in an inclined manner in the
vertical plane.

7. A laundry washer-dryer (1) as in any one of the above
claims, characterized by at least one dampening
means (18) which dampens the foam and which is
disposed at least one of the opening (11), the flow
port (12) and the delivery line (13).

8. A laundry washer-dryer (1) as in Claim 6, charac-
terized by the dampening means (18) which is in
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the form of a porous sieve.
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