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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The invention relates to a keg cap for a keg,
such as a beer keg. The invention also relates to a keg
provided with the aforesaid keg cap and a beer in a keg,
wherein the keg in which the beer is located is provided
with the aforementioned keg cap.

PRIOR ART

[0002] Sealing the keg head of kegs is essential to pre-
vent dust and other unwanted particles from accumulat-
ing in and around the keg head of the keg. This is impor-
tant, for example, when the keg is stored in an uncovered
space and exposed to different weather conditions.
[0003] In order to protect kegs against fraud, it is also
important that the kegs cannot be closed again unnoticed
after opening.
[0004] One way to achieve these points is to provide
the keg with a keg cap.
[0005] Several keg caps are already on the market, as
described for example in GB 2 319 019 and BE 1 008
450. Often these keg caps consist of a lid and an adjoining
skirt, wherein the skirt surrounds the perimeter of the keg
head collar of the keg. The problem, however, is that
these keg caps often do not fit closely enough to the keg
head of the keg, so that they can be placed back on the
keg undetected after opening. As a result, the keg is in-
sufficiently protected against fraud or attempted fraud.
Also, dust and other unwanted particles can accumulate
in and around the keg head of the keg.
[0006] The present invention aims to find a solution for
at least some of the above problems.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] The invention relates to a keg cap for a keg ac-
cording to claim 1. Preferred embodiments of this keg
cap are set forth in claims 2-11.
[0008] By providing the keg cap with retention spears
that form an angle between 15 degrees and 40 degrees
with the inner wall of the skirt, the keg cap can fit closely
and securely to the keg head of the keg, and it is impos-
sible to remove the keg cap without breaking or tearing
it into multiple parts. This means that fraud does not go
unnoticed. Moreover, since the keg cap fits closely to the
keg head, the accumulation of dust and other unwanted
particles in and around the keg head will be avoided.
[0009] In a second aspect, the invention relates to a
keg provided with said keg cap.
[0010] In a final aspect, the invention relates to a beer
in a keg, wherein the keg is provided with said keg cap.

DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

[0011]

Figure 1 shows a top view of the keg cap according
to the present invention.
Figure 2 shows a side view of the keg cap of the
present invention.
Figure 3 shows a cross-section of the keg cap ac-
cording to the present invention in side view, in which
the retention spears and the intermediate tabs are
clearly visible.
Figure 4 shows a detail view of a retention spear of
the keg cap of the present invention coupled to the
keg head collar of the keg.
Figure 5 shows a top and bottom view of the keg cap
according to the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0012] Unless otherwise defined, all terms used in the
description of the invention, including technical and sci-
entific terms, have the meaning as commonly understood
by a person skilled in the art to which the invention per-
tains. For a better understanding of the description of the
invention, the following terms are explained explicitly.
[0013] In this document, "a" and "the" refer to both the
singular and the plural, unless the context presupposes
otherwise. For example, "a segment" means one or more
segments.
[0014] The terms "comprise", "comprising", "consist
of", "consisting of", "provided with", "have", "having", "in-
clude", "including", "contain", "containing" are synonyms
and are inclusive or open terms that indicate the presence
of what follows, and which do not exclude or prevent the
presence of other components, characteristics, ele-
ments, members, steps, as known from or disclosed in
the prior art.
[0015] Quoting numerical intervals by endpoints com-
prises all integers, fractions and/or real numbers between
the endpoints, these endpoints included.
[0016] In a first aspect, the invention relates to a keg
cap for a keg, such as a beer keg, the keg comprising a
keg head for filling the keg, wherein the keg cap com-
prises a lid and a skirt adjoining thereto, the keg cap
comprising a detachable portion for removing the keg
cap from the keg head, said detachable portion being
outlined by a first and a second pair of tear lines, wherein
the first pair of tear lines extends over the full diameter
of the lid of the keg cap and wherein the inner wall of said
skirt is provided with a plurality of internally directed re-
silient retention spears along the circumference of the
skirt, the latter being able to elastically press against the
keg head collar in the coupled locked state.
[0017] The operation of the keg cap is based on the
resilient effect of the retention spears. These retention
spears are connected to the skirt of the keg cap and are
located along the circumference of the skirt. When plac-
ing the keg cap over the keg head collar, the retention
spears bend toward the skirt and thus allow mounting of
the keg cap. Once fitted over the keg head collar, the
retention spears spring inward again. Crucial to the tight
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fit of the keg cap to the keg head of the keg is the angle
formed between the retention spear and the inner wall
of the skirt. On the one hand, this angle must be suffi-
ciently large so that the retention spears can prevent the
keg cap from being removed from the keg head in one
piece after placement, but on the other hand must be as
small as possible so that the keg cap fits closely to the
keg head. The keg cap according to the present invention
is such that the angle of the retention spear with the inner
wall of the skirt of the keg cap is between 15 degrees
and 40 degrees, preferably between 20 degrees and 36
degrees. Retention spears forming an angle with the in-
ner wall of such an order of magnitude allow the keg cap
to fit closely and securely enough to the keg head of the
keg. This makes it impossible to remove the keg cap
without breaking or tearing it into multiple parts and fur-
thermore prevents the build-up of dust and other unwant-
ed particles at the keg head of the keg.
[0018] Before the keg can be connected, the keg cap
must be removed. Given the design of the keg cap, this
can only be done in a controlled manner by tearing
through the keg cap. In order to open the keg cap in a
controlled manner, the keg cap is provided with a detach-
able portion that can be detached from the keg cap by
means of tear lines.
[0019] In the keg cap according to the invention, the
first pair of tear lines of the detachable portion of the keg
cap continues at one end of the lid of the keg cap in two
openings that terminate in the second pair of tear lines
and the first pair of tear lines terminate at the other end
of the lid in a tear tab. The tear tab is separated from the
keg cap skirt by a tear tab opening. The keg cap skirt is
provided with a third pair of tear lines at the tear tab open-
ing.
[0020] By providing the second pair of tear lines in the
keg cap, the detachable portion can be completely sep-
arated from the keg cap when the keg cap is opened.
Thus, when pulling the tear tab, the first pair of tear lines,
the openings in the skirt and the second pair of tear lines
will ensure that the detachable portion is completely re-
moved from the keg cap in a controlled manner and the
latter can be disconnected from the keg head of the keg.
By removing the detachable portion, the keg cap cannot
be put back in one piece and opening the keg cap cannot
go unnoticed. Opening the keg cap in a controlled manner
(via the tear tab) thus provides the best indication that
the keg has not been tampered with.
[0021] Preferably, the detachable portion can be easily
removed from the keg cap. In a preferred embodiment,
the portion of the detachable portion in the lid and the
portion in the skirt therefore form one rigid whole. As a
result, the last part of the detachable portion, the part in
the skirt, can be easily removed by means of a lever
effect. The two openings in the skirt as a continuation of
the first pair of tear lines allow the length of the second
pair of tear lines to be reduced, which in turn facilitates
removal of the detachable portion.
[0022] Improperly removing the keg cap from the keg

head can also cause the third pair of tear lines to rupture.
Thus, if the third pair of tear lines is torn, it may be indic-
ative of fraud.
[0023] The tear tab and tear tab opening function to
facilitate removal of the detachable portion.
[0024] In one embodiment, the keg cap further com-
prises intermediate tabs, wherein these intermediate
tabs arise from the inside of the skirt of the keg cap and
wherein these intermediate tabs, in the coupled condition
of the keg cap and the keg, surround the keg head collar
of the keg. In one embodiment, the intermediate tabs are
positioned at least on either side of each retention spear.
The function of these intermediate tabs is to allow the
keg cap to fit closely to the keg head collar of the keg.
These intermediate tabs can take any shape. In a pre-
ferred embodiment, the thickness of these intermediate
tabs is between 0.5 mm and 2.5 mm. This thickness is
suitable for allowing the keg cap to closely match the
diameter of the keg head collar.
[0025] In one embodiment, the keg cap further com-
prises release apertures in the lid of the keg cap. These
release apertures are necessary to form the retention
spears on the inside of the keg cap skirt during the keg
cap manufacturing process. Such a release aperture is
therefore always located at the level of a retention spear.
In a further embodiment the width of these release ap-
ertures is substantially equal to the width of the retention
spears. Furthermore, these release apertures allow vis-
ually checking the positioning of the retention spears
against the keg head collar when placing the keg cap on
the keg head of the keg.
[0026] The tear lines can be on the inside (the side
facing the keg head) or on the outside (the side facing
the outside environment) of the keg cap.
[0027] In one embodiment of the keg cap, the first pair
of tear lines is on the outside of the lid. In another em-
bodiment of the keg cap, the first pair of tear lines is on
the inside of the lid. Providing the first pair of tear lines,
which are located on the horizontal plane of the lid, on
the inside of the lid, ensures that the outside of the lid
forms a plane without any relief. As a result, this outside
of the lid can easily be printed with text and/or one or
more illustrations. Also, the placement of the first pair of
tear lines on the inside of the lid prevents the accumula-
tion of dust and other contaminating elements in the
grooves of this first pair of tear lines.
[0028] In one embodiment, the inside of the lid of the
keg cap is provided with a circular elevation or rib. In a
further embodiment, this circular elevation or rib abuts in
the cavity of the collar of the keg head of the keg.
[0029] The inner diameter of the lid of the keg cap com-
prises the inscribed diameter formed by the most central
rim of the release apertures. In one embodiment, this
inner diameter of the lid is between 50 mm and 75 mm,
preferably between 52 mm and 72 mm, even more pref-
erably between 55 mm and 71 mm. An inner diameter of
such an order of magnitude is suitable for sufficiently clos-
ing the keg head collar when the keg cap is coupled to
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the keg. Namely, this inner diameter must be greater than
the inner diameter of the keg head collar of the keg with
which the keg cap will be coupled. If the inner diameter
of the lid is smaller, and thus the most central rim of the
release apertures is located more internally, the release
apertures will be at the height of the inner diameter of
the keg head collar of the keg and the keg head of the
keg will not be protected from external contamination.
With a larger inner diameter of the lid, the release aper-
tures will be too small to properly form the retention
spears during the production process of the keg cap.
[0030] The inner wall of this skirt is provided with a
plurality of internally directed resilient retention spears
along the periphery of the skirt. The locking diameter
comprises the inscribed diameter formed by the most
central point of each of the retention spears. In a preferred
embodiment this locking diameter is between 50 mm and
80 mm, preferably between 52 mm and 75 mm, even
more preferably between 55 mm and 71 mm. A locking
diameter of such an order of magnitude is suitable for
sealing the collar of the keg head sufficiently tightly in the
coupled state with the keg. If this locking diameter is larg-
er, the retention spears will connect insufficiently, and it
will be possible for the keg cap to be removed from the
keg in one piece (i.e. without breaking or tearing the keg
cap). Since the keg cap is undamaged in this situation,
it can be put back unnoticed, and the keg is no longer
protected against fraud. If this locking diameter is too
small, the keg cap cannot be placed over the keg head.
[0031] In one embodiment, the outer diameter of the
keg cap at the top, i.e. the side of the lid, is between 50
mm and 100 mm, preferably between 65 mm and 85 mm,
even more preferably between 70 mm and 80 mm. In
one embodiment, the outer diameter of the keg cap on
the opposite side, the bottom, is between 50 mm and 100
mm, preferably between 65 mm and 85 mm, even more
preferably between 71 mm and 81 mm. An outer diameter
of such an order of magnitude makes it possible to place
sufficient intermediate tabs and retention spears of suit-
able width along the circumference of the inner wall. Pref-
erably, the skirt comprises a peripherally projecting rim
on the underside. Preferably, this peripherally projecting
rim is complete and continuous. The above-mentioned
rim serves as a reinforcing element for the skirt, giving it
greater rigidity and preventing tearing during the fitting
and fixing of the keg cap on the collar.
[0032] The height of the skirt and/or the rim of the skirt,
as well as their thickness, are selected in accordance
with the type of keg and keg head for which the keg cap
is intended.
[0033] In one embodiment of the keg cap, the height
of the keg cap is between 10 mm and 20 mm, preferably
between 12 mm and 18 mm, even more preferably be-
tween 16 mm and 17 mm, even more preferably between
16.3 mm and 16.6 mm. A keg cap of such height makes
it possible to provide retention spears having a suitable
height to tightly enclose the keg head. In one embodi-
ment, the height of the retention spears, measured from

their point of departure from the underside of the skirt of
the keg cap, is preferably between 4 mm and 10 mm,
even more preferably between 5 mm and 9 mm.
[0034] The keg cap may be made of any material
known in the art. In one embodiment, the keg cap is made
from a thermoplastic polymer. In one embodiment, the
keg cap is made of polystyrene. In a further embodiment,
the keg cap is made from recycled polystyrene. Recycled
polystyrene offers an ecological alternative to non-recy-
cled polystyrene.
[0035] In an alternative preferred embodiment, the keg
cap is made from polypropylene, preferably by an injec-
tion molding process. Polypropylene is a thermoplastic
polymer that combines strength and elasticity. This has
the advantage that the keg cap can be installed without
breakage. Namely, the retention spears must first bend
towards the skirt before springing back inwards, which
requires a certain elasticity of the material. These prop-
erties also ensure that the keg cap is less likely to break
into unwanted small parts when opened. This reduces
the risk that parts of the keg cap end up in the keg head
of the keg. In a further embodiment, the keg cap is made
from recycled polypropylene. Recycled polypropylene of-
fers an ecological alternative to non-recycled polypropyl-
ene.
[0036] In a second aspect, the invention relates to a
keg provided with said keg cap.
[0037] In a preferred embodiment, the keg comprises
a keg head with a collar. The keg head collar of the keg
can take on any profile. By providing a keg with the afore-
mentioned keg cap, the keg can be protected against
fraud. The design of the keg cap is such that the keg cap
fits closely and firmly against the keg head of the keg.
As a result, the keg cap cannot be removed unnoticed,
thereby preventing fraudulent opening of the keg. In ad-
dition, the accumulation of dust and other unwanted par-
ticles in the keg head of the keg is avoided. The keg can
take any shape and size. In one embodiment, the inner
diameter of the keg head collar is between 50mm and
75mm. In a preferred embodiment, the inner diameter of
the keg head collar is smaller than the inner diameter of
the keg cap lid.
[0038] The keg cap can be used to secure a keg with
any contents. In one embodiment, the keg cap is used
to secure a keg containing a liquid. For example, the keg
cap can be used to secure a keg containing cider, wine,
oil, etc. In a preferred embodiment, the keg cap is used
to secure a keg containing beer.
[0039] In a final aspect, the invention relates to a beer
in a keg, wherein the keg is provided with said keg cap.
By storing the beer in a keg with the aforementioned keg
cap, the beer will be protected against fraud and the qual-
ity and quantity of the beer cannot be changed unnoticed.
[0040] In what follows, the invention is described by
way of non-limiting figures illustrating the invention, and
which are not intended to and should not be interpreted
as limiting the scope of the invention.
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FIGURES

FIGURE 1:

[0041] Figure 1 shows a top view of the keg cap 1 ac-
cording to the present invention. The keg cap 1 consists
of a lid 2 and an adjoining skirt 3. The inner wall of this
skirt is provided with a plurality of internally directed re-
silient retention spears 4 along the periphery of the skirt
3. These retention spears can elastically press against
the keg head collar (not shown) in the coupled locked
state. Because of these retention spears 4, it is impossi-
ble to remove the keg cap 1 from the keg head without
breaking or tearing the keg cap 1 into multiple parts. In
order to remove the keg cap 1 from the keg head of the
keg in a controlled manner, the keg cap 1 is provided
with a detachable portion 5. This detachable portion 5 is
outlined by a first pair of tear lines (not visible) located
on the inside of the lid of the keg cap and a second pair
of tear lines (not visible) at the level of the keg cap skirt.
The first pair of tear lines extends over the full diameter
of the lid 2 of the keg cap 1 and continues at one end of
the lid 2 of the keg cap 1 into two openings (not shown)
that terminate in the second pair of tear lines in the skirt
of the keg cap 1. The first pair of tear lines ends at the
other end of the lid 2 in a tear tab 8. The desired tear
direction is indicated by an arrow 9. The keg cap 1 com-
prises release apertures 10 in the lid 2. These apertures
10 make it possible to form the retention spears 4 during
the production of the keg cap 1 and to visually check the
position of the retention spears 4 when placing the keg
cap 1 over the keg head of the keg. The inner diameter
11 of the lid 2 of the keg cap 1 comprises the inscribed
diameter formed by the most central rim of the release
apertures 10 and is 55.2 mm in the embodiment of the
present figure. An inner diameter 11 of such an order of
magnitude is suitable for sufficiently sealing the collar of
the keg head in the coupled state with the keg. Namely,
this inner diameter 11 must be greater than the inner
diameter of the keg head collar of the keg with which the
keg cap 1 will be coupled. The outside of the skirt 3 has
a peripherally projecting continuous rim 20 on the under-
side. The above-mentioned rim 20 serves as a reinforcing
element for the skirt 3, giving it greater rigidity and pre-
venting tearing during the fitting and fixing of the keg cap
1 on the collar of the keg head.

FIGURE 2:

[0042] Figure 2 shows a side view of the keg cap 1 of
the present invention. In the figure a part of the skirt 3
has been omitted so that a part of the inside of the keg
cap 1 is visible. The outside of the skirt 3 has a periph-
erally projecting continuous rim 20 on the underside. The
tear tab 8 of the detachable portion 5 is separated from
the skirt 3 of the keg cap 1 by a tear tab opening 12. The
skirt 3 comprises a third pair of tear lines 13a,13b at this
tear tab opening 12. The second pair of tear lines (not

visible) and the third pair of tear lines 13a,13b may rup-
ture if the keg cap is incorrectly removed. The inner wall
of this skirt 3 is provided with a plurality of internally di-
rected resilient retention spears 4 along the periphery of
the skirt 3. The locking diameter 14 comprises the in-
scribed diameter formed by the most central point 4a of
each of the retention spears 4 and is 57.6 mm in the
embodiment of the present figure. A locking diameter 14
of such an order of magnitude is suitable for sealing the
collar of the keg head sufficiently tightly in the coupled
state with the keg. If this locking diameter 14 is larger,
the retention spears 4 will not connect sufficiently to the
keg head (not shown) and it will be possible to remove
the keg cap 1 from the keg in one piece (i.e. without break-
ing the keg cap 1). Since the keg cap 1 is undamaged in
this situation, it can be replaced unnoticed, and the keg
is thus no longer protected against fraud. If this locking
diameter 14 is too small, the keg cap 1 cannot be placed
over the keg head. Intermediate tabs 16 are placed be-
tween the retention spears 4. These intermediate tabs
16 originate from the inside of the skirt 3 of the keg cap
1 and, in the coupled state, surround the collar of the keg
head of the keg. The function of these intermediate tabs
16 is to make the keg cap 1 fit as closely as possible to
the diameter of the collar of the keg head. The outer di-
ameter at the top 17a of the keg cap 1 is 71.4 mm. The
outer diameter at the bottom 17b of the keg cap 1 is 72.6.
The height 18 of the keg cap 1 is 16.5 mm in the embod-
iment of the present figure. A keg cap 1 of such height
18 makes it possible to provide retention spears 4 having
a suitable height to tightly enclose the keg head.

FIGURE 3:

[0043] Figure 3 shows a cross-section of the keg cap
1 according to the present invention in side view, in which
the retention spears 4 and the intermediate tabs 16 are
clearly visible. The intermediate tabs 16 are positioned
on either side of the retention spears 4. When placing
the keg cap 1 over the collar of the keg head (not shown),
the retention spears 4 bend towards the skirt 3 and thus
allow mounting of the keg cap 1. Once fitted over the
collar of the keg head, the retention spears 4 spring in-
ward again and prevent the keg cap 1 from being re-
moved in one piece. The retention spears 4 can thus
press elastically against the collar of the keg head in the
coupled locked state. A cross-section of an intermediate
tab 16 is visible on the left-hand side of the figure. The
function of these intermediate tabs 16 is to make the keg
cap 1 fit as closely as possible to the diameter of the
collar of the keg head. The outside of the skirt 3 has a
peripherally projecting continuous rim 20 on the under-
side.

FIGURE 4:

[0044] Figure 4 shows a detail view of a retention spear
4 of the keg cap 1 coupled to the collar 19 of the keg

7 8 



EP 4 108 593 B1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

head of the keg. The retention spear 4 can elastically
press against the collar 19 of the keg head in the coupled
locked state. The operation of the keg cap 1 is based on
the resilient effect of the retention spears 4. When placing
the keg cap 1 over the collar 19 of the keg head, the
retention spears 4 bend towards the skirt 3 and thus en-
able mounting of the keg cap 1. Once fitted over the collar
19 of the keg head, the retention spears 4 spring inward
again. Crucial for the correct closure of the keg head of
the keg with the keg cap 1 is the angle α formed between
the retention spear 4 and the inner wall of the skirt 3. This
angle α must on the one hand be sufficiently large so
that the retention spear 4 can prevent the keg cap 1 from
being removed in one piece from the keg head after
placement, but on the other hand must be as small as
possible so that the keg cap 1 fits closely to the keg head.
The inside of the lid 2 of the keg cap is provided with a
circular elevation or rib 22 which adjoins the cavity 23 of
the collar 19 of the keg head of the keg. The outside of
the skirt 3 has a peripherally projecting continuous rim
20 on the underside.

FIGURE 5:

[0045] Figures 5A and 5B show a top view and a bottom
view, respectively, of the keg cap 1 according to the
present invention. The keg cap 1 consists of a lid 2 and
an adjoining skirt 3. The inner wall of this skirt 3 is pro-
vided with a plurality of internally directed resilient reten-
tion spears 4 along the periphery of the skirt 3. Interme-
diate tabs 16 are positioned on either side of the retention
spears 4. The detachable portion 5 is outlined by a first
pair of tear lines 6a,6b which are located on the inside
of the lid 2 of the keg cap 1. This first pair of tear lines
6a,6b extends over the full diameter of the lid 2 of the
keg cap 1 and continues at one end of the lid 2 of the
keg cap 1 in two openings 7a,7b which terminate in the
second pair of tear lines 21a,21b in the skirt 3 of the keg
cap 1. The first pair of tear lines 6a,6b ends at the other
end of the lid 2 in a tear tab 8. The tear tab 8 is separated
from the skirt 3 by a tear tab opening 12. At the height of
this opening 12, the keg cap 1 is provided with a third
pair of tear lines 13a,13b in the skirt 3 of the keg cap 1.
The keg cap 1 comprises release apertures 10 in the lid
2. These release apertures 10 make it possible to form
the retention spears 4 during the production of the keg
cap 1 and to visually check the position of the retention
spears 4 when placing the keg cap 1 over the keg head
of the keg (not shown). The inside of the lid 2 of the keg
cap is provided with a circular elevation or rib 22 which
adjoins the cavity of the keg head collar of the keg (not
shown). The outside of the skirt 3 has a peripherally pro-
jecting continuous rim 20 on the underside.

Claims

1. Keg cap (1) for a keg, such as a beer keg, the keg

comprising a keg head for filling the keg, wherein the
keg cap (1) comprises a lid (2) and a skirt (3) adjoin-
ing thereto, wherein the inner wall of said skirt (3) is
provided with a plurality of internally directed resilient
retention spears (4) along the circumference of the
skirt (3), wherein the angle (α) of the retention spear
(4) with the inner wall of the skirt (3) is between 15
degrees and 40 degrees, wherein the keg cap (1)
comprising a detachable portion (5) for removing the
keg cap (1) from the keg head, this detachable por-
tion (5) being outlined by a first (6a,6b) and a second
pair of tear lines (21a,21b), wherein the first pair of
tear lines (6a,6b) extends over the full diameter of
the lid (2) of the keg cap (1) and continues at one
end of the lid (2) of the keg cap (1) in two openings
(7a,7b) which terminate in the second pair of tear
lines (21a,21b) and terminates at the other end of
the lid (2) in a tear tab (8), wherein the tear tab (8)
is separated from the skirt (3) of the keg cap (1) by
a tear tab opening (12), wherein the skirt (3) com-
prises a third pair of tear lines (13a,13b) at the tear
tab opening.

2. Keg cap (1) according to claim 1, wherein the angle
(a) of the retention spear (4) with the inner wall of
the skirt (3) is between 20 degrees and 36 degrees.

3. Keg cap (1) as claimed in any of the foregoing claims,
further comprising intermediate tabs (16), wherein
these intermediate tabs (16) originate from the inside
of the skirt (3) of the keg cap (1) and wherein these
intermediate tabs (16) surround the collar of the keg
head of the keg in the coupled state.

4. Keg cap (1) according to claim 3, wherein the inter-
mediate tabs (16) are positioned at least on either
side of each retention spear (4).

5. Keg cap (1) as claimed in any of the foregoing claims,
further comprising release apertures (10) in the lid
(2) of the keg cap (1).

6. Keg cap (1) as claimed in any of the foregoing claims,
the first pair of tear lines (6a,6b) being on the inside
of the lid (2).

7. Keg cap (1) as claimed in any of the foregoing claims
5-6, wherein the inner diameter (11) of the lid (2) of
the keg cap (1) comprises the inscribed diameter
formed by the most central rim of the release aper-
tures (10) and this diameter is between 50 mm and
75 mm.

8. Keg cap (1) as claimed in any of the foregoing claims,
wherein the locking diameter (14) comprises the in-
scribed diameter formed by the most central point of
each of the retention spears (4) and this diameter is
between 50 mm and 80 mm.

9 10 



EP 4 108 593 B1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

9. Keg cap (1) as claimed in any of the foregoing claims,
the height (18) of the keg cap (1) being between 10
mm and 20 mm.

10. Keg cap (1) as claimed in any of the foregoing claims,
the height of the retention spears (4) being between
4 mm and 10 mm.

11. Keg cap (1) as claimed in any of the foregoing claims,
wherein the keg cap (1) is manufactured from poly-
propylene or polystyrene, preferably by an injection
molding process.

12. Keg provided with a keg cap (1) according to any of
claims 1-11.

13. Beer in a keg, wherein the keg is provided with a keg
cap (1) according to any of claims 1-11.

Patentansprüche

1. Fasskappe (1) für ein Fass, wie etwa ein Bierfass,
wobei das Fass einen Fasskopf zum Füllen des Fas-
ses umfasst, wobei die Fasskappe (1) einen Deckel
(2) und eine Schürze (3) umfasst, die daran an-
schließt, wobei die Innenwand der Schürze (3) mit
mehreren nach innen gerichteten elastischen Halte-
nasen (4) am Umfang der Schürze (3) versehen ist,
wobei der Winkel (α) der Haltenase (4) zu der Innen-
wand der Schürze (3) zwischen 15 Grand und 40
Grad beträgt, wobei die Fasskappe (1) einen lösba-
ren Abschnitt (5) zum Entfernen der Fasskappe (1)
von dem Fasskopf umfasst, wobei dieser lösbare Ab-
schnitt von einem ersten (6a, 6b) und einem zweiten
Paar Reißlinien (21a, 21b) umgeben ist, wobei sich
das erste Paar Reißlinien (6a, 6b) über den gesam-
ten Durchmesser des Deckels (2) der Fasskappe (1)
erstreckt und sich an einem Ende des Deckels (2)
der Fasskappe (1) in zwei Öffnungen (7a, 7b) fort-
setzt, die in dem zweiten Paar Reißlinien (21a, 21b)
enden und an dem anderen Ende des Deckels (2)
in einer Reißlasche (8) enden, wobei die Reißlasche
(8) von der Schürze (3) der Fasskappe (1) durch eine
Reißlaschenöffnung (12) getrennt ist, wobei die
Schürze (3) ein drittes Paar Reißlinien (13a, 13b) an
der Reißlaschenöffnung umfasst.

2. Fasskappe (1) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Winkel
(α) der Haltenase (4) zu der Innenwand der Schürze
(3) zwischen 20 Grad und 36 Grad beträgt.

3. Fasskappe (1) nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, ferner Zwischenlaschen (16) umfassend,
wobei diese Zwischenlaschen (16) vom Inneren der
Schürze (3) der Fasskappe (1) ausgehen und wobei
diese Zwischenlaschen (16) in angekoppeltem Zu-
stand den Kragen des Fasskopfs des Fasses um-

schließen.

4. Fasskappe (1) nach Anspruch 3, wobei die Zwi-
schenlaschen (16) mindestens auf beiden Seiten je-
des Haltenase (4) positioniert sind.

5. Fasskappe (1) nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, ferner Öffnungen (10) zum Lösen in dem
Deckel (2) der Fasskappe (1) umfassend.

6. Fasskappe (1) nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei sich das erste Paar Reißlinien (6a,
6b) an der Innenseite des Deckels (2) befindet.

7. Fasskappe (1) nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche 5 bis 6, wobei der Innendurchmesser (11)
des Deckels (2) der Fasskappe (1) den Innenkreis-
durchmesser des der Mitte am nächsten liegenden
Randes der Öffnungen (10) zum Lösen umfasst und
dieser Durchmesser zwischen 50 mm und 75 mm
beträgt.

8. Fasskappe (1) nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei der Arretierungsdurchmesser (14)
den Innenkreisdurchmesser umfasst, der durch den
der Mitte am nächsten gelegenen Punkt jeder der
Haltenasen (4) gebildet ist, und dieser Durchmesser
zwischen 50 mm und 80 mm beträgt.

9. Fasskappe (1) nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei die Höhe (18) der Haltenasen (4)
zwischen 10 mm und 20 mm beträgt.

10. Fasskappe (1) nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei die Höhe der Haltenasen (4) zwi-
schen 4 mm und 10 mm beträgt.

11. Fasskappe (1) nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei die Fasskappe (1) aus Polypropylen
oder Polystyrol durch einen Spritzgussprozess ge-
fertigt ist.

12. Fass, mit einer Fasskappe (1) nach einem der An-
sprüche 1 bis 11 versehen.

13. Bier in einem Fass, wobei das Fass mit einer Fass-
kappe (1) nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 11 ver-
sehen ist.

Revendications

1. Capuchon (1) de fût pour un fût, tel qu’un fût de bière,
le fût comprenant une tête de fût pour remplir le fût,
dans lequel le capuchon (1) de fût comprend un cou-
vercle (2) et une jupe (3) jouxtant celui-ci, dans lequel
la paroi interne de ladite jupe (3) est dotée d’une
pluralité de pointes de retenue (4) élastiques dirigées
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vers l’intérieur le long de la circonférence de la jupe
(3), dans lequel l’angle (a) de la pointe de retenue
(4) avec la paroi interne de la jupe (3) est entre 15
degrés et 40 degrés,
dans lequel le capuchon (1) de fût comprenant une
partie (5) détachable pour retirer le capuchon (1) de
fût de la tête de fût, cette partie (5) détachable étant
délimitée par une première (6a,6b) et une deuxième
paire de lignes de déchirage (21a,21b), dans lequel
la première paire de lignes de déchirage (6a,6b)
s’étend sur le diamètre entier du couvercle (2) du
capuchon (1) de fût et continue au niveau d’une ex-
trémité du couvercle (2) du capuchon (1) de fût dans
deux ouvertures (7a,7b) qui se terminent dans la
deuxième paire de lignes de déchirage (21a,21b) et
se terminent au niveau de l’autre extrémité du cou-
vercle (2) dans une patte de déchirage (8), dans le-
quel la patte de déchirage (8) est séparée de la jupe
(3) du capuchon (1) de fût par une ouverture (12) de
patte de déchirage, dans lequel la jupe (3) comprend
une troisième paire de lignes de déchirage (13a,13b)
au niveau de l’ouverture de patte de déchirage.

2. Capuchon (1) de fût selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel l’angle (a) de la pointe de retenue (4) avec la
paroi interne de la jupe (3) est entre 20 degrés et 36
degrés.

3. Capuchon (1) de fût selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, comprenant en outre des
pattes (16) intermédiaires, dans lequel ces pattes
(16) intermédiaires proviennent de l’intérieur de la
jupe (3) du capuchon (1) de fût et dans lequel ces
pattes (16) intermédiaires entourent le collier de la
tête de fût du fût dans l’état couplé.

4. Capuchon (1) de fût selon la revendication 3, dans
lequel les pattes (16) intermédiaires sont position-
nées au moins de chaque côté de chaque pointe de
retenue (4).

5. Capuchon (1) de fût selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, comprenant en outre des
orifices de libération (10) dans le couvercle (2) du
capuchon (1) de fût.

6. Capuchon (1) de fût selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, la première paire de li-
gnes de déchirage (6a,6b) étant sur l’intérieur du
couvercle (2).

7. Capuchon (1) de fût selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications 5 à 6 précédentes, dans lequel le dia-
mètre interne (11) du couvercle (2) du capuchon (1)
de fût comprend le diamètre inscrit formé par la bor-
dure la plus centrale des orifices de libération (10)
et ce diamètre est entre 50 mm et 75 mm.

8. Capuchon (1) de fût selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, dans lequel le diamètre
de verrouillage (14) comprend le diamètre inscrit for-
mé par le point le plus central de chacune des pointes
de retenue (4) et ce diamètre est entre 50 mm et 80
mm.

9. Capuchon (1) de fût selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, la hauteur (18) du capu-
chon (1) de fût étant entre 10 mm et 20 mm.

10. Capuchon (1) de fût selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, la hauteur des pointes de
retenue (4) étant entre 4 mm et 10 mm.

11. Capuchon (1) de fût selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, dans lequel le capuchon
(1) de fût est fabriqué à partir de polypropylène ou
de polystyrène, de préférence par un procédé de
moulage par injection.

12. Fût doté d’un capuchon (1) de fût selon l’une quel-
conque des revendications 1 à 11.

13. Bière dans un fût, dans lequel le fût est doté d’un
capuchon (1) de fût selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications 1 à 11.
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