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(54) SELF-ADJUSTING, NON-PLASTIC LAMINAR PROTECTOR FOR BOOKS AND THE LIKE

(57) It consists of a protector for books, notebooks,
and the like that is made up of a laminar body that fits
book covers like a lining. It has the particularity of being
made of an ecological, compostable material where that
laminar body (1) consists of an outer sheet (10) that is
rectangular in shape, along with two inner bands (11)
that are positioned on both sides on the inner face of that
outer sheet (10) and are joined by their ends to the edges
that shape the longer sides (10a) of the outer sheet (10).
This way, the covers (2) of the book can be inserted be-
tween the outer sheet (10) and those inner bands (11).
The system includes an adhesive strip of area located at
one of the two lateral ends of the outer sheet (10) that
attaches to one of the inner strips (11) while not coming
into contact with the covers (2) of the book (3).
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Description
OBJECT OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The invention, as expressed in the statement
of this specification, regards a self-adjusting, non-plastic
laminar protector for books and the like. It provides ad-
vantages and features for the intended function, and
these are described in detail below. They also entail an
improvement on the current state of the art.

[0002] More specifically, the object of the invention fo-
cuses on a protector for books, notebooks, and the like
that consists of a laminar body that fits over a book’s
covers as a lining to prevent wear. Being of the sort that
uses adhesive to stay attached, it is essentially distin-
guished by the particularity of being made of a non-plastic
material made from cellulose, which is derived from
wood. Therefore, it is eco-friendly and compostable. An-
other feature that sets it apart is its structural configura-
tion: in addition to improving on the preservative condi-
tions, even if the user wishes to remove the protector, it
allows the cover to be adapted to and fit different sizes
of books.

THE INVENTION’S FIELD OF APPLICATION

[0003] The present invention’s field of application is
within the sector of the manufacturing industry that pro-
duces school supplies and stationery, particularly focus-
ing on the field of linings and protective features for books
and the like.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0004] Book covers or linings used for protection and
preservation are widely known on the market; these have
adhesives or strips of adhesive material on one side that
are attached to the front and back covers.

[0005] Some of these covers are adjustable, thus al-
lowing a single type of cover to protect several book sizes.
However, they are normally only suitable for books of
different widths, but not for books of different heights.
[0006] In any case, of all the book covers that are cur-
rently on the market, when the user wants to remove one
of these covers from the book, either to replace it with
another one or to have it without a cover, the book’s front
and back covers deteriorate irreparably where said ad-
hesives were attached. This is because some of the lay-
ers attached to the adhesive come off since these are
usually made of materials like cardboard or paper, which
can rip.

[0007] On the other hand, book liners, especially when
they have the aforementioned adhesive strips, are cur-
rently made of sheets manufactured from plastic prod-
ucts that come from petroleum. This means, in both their
production and when they become waste once their use-
ful life is over, they involve a product that pollutes the
environment, as it can take many years to disintegrate.
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It also makes it impossible to recycle the book it is used
on.

[0008] Therefore, the object of the presentinvention is
to provide an improved type of book protector which, in
addition to being more environmentally friendly, is pos-
sible to remove practically without causing wear on the
book and which may also be suitable for different book
sizes.

[0009] On the other hand, regarding the current state
of the art, it should be noted that, at least as far as the
applicantis aware, no other book protector with the same
or similar technical, structural, and constitutive charac-
teristics as the one specifically claimed herein is known
to exist.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0010] The self-adjusting, non-plastic laminar book
protector that the invention proposes makes it possible
to achieve the aforementioned objectives in a satisfactory
manner. The characterizing details that make this possi-
ble and which properly distinguish it are set forth in the
final claims accompanying this description.

[0011] In particular, what the invention proposes, as
noted above, is a protector for books, notebooks, and
the like that consists of a laminar body that can be ad-
justed as a lining for book covers to prevent deterioration.
As it is of the type that has an adhesive for attachment,
it has the particularity of being made of a non-plastic ma-
terial derived from wood and of offering a structural con-
figuration that, in addition to improving preservational
conditions even if the protector is removed, allows it to
be adapted to fit different book sizes.

[0012] Thus, the invention’s laminar protector for
books and the like does not consist of a product made
of plastic material that generates contaminating waste.
Instead, it is a totally eco-friendly product since it is man-
ufactured from a cellulose acetate film or vegetable
parchment, meaning itis obtained from raw plant material
such as cellulose, further allowing its recycling along with
the book, notebook, or the like for which it will be used,
if so desired.

[0013] More specifically, the invention’s protector of
books and the like is made from a transparent or trans-
lucent sheet, which may or may not be tinted or printed
with graphic elements. It is essentially made from a cel-
lulose acetate film or vegetable parchment, which has
on one of its faces has one or more adhesive areas cov-
ering certain parts of it, acting as an adhesive means for
attaching the protector. This area is covered by a protec-
tive siliconized material thatis removed at the time of use
to prevent the adhesive’s deterioration prior to applica-
tion.

[0014] Furthermore, this sheet of cellulose acetate or
vegetable parchmentis structurally shaped in such away
that it comprises an outer rectangular sheet, which may
be of various dimensions depending on those of the book,
notebook, or similar item to be covered, and two inner



3 EP 4 112 323 A1 4

bands on both sides over said outer sheet and attached,
at least, at their ends to the outer sheet, such that the
front and back covers of the book can be inserted be-
tween the outer sheet and those bands.

[0015] In addition, the adhesive means mentioned for
attaching the protector, consisting of the adhesive areas
described, comprise at least one or two strips located at
one or both lateral ends of the outer sheetand on itsinner
face. This way, once the book covers are inserted into
the bands, and the protector is closed on them, the ad-
hesive only comes into contact with the inner bands and
not with the book covers. When the protector has a single
adhesive strip, it closes on an open band, and this can
be used to fit it to the size of the book. Meanwhile, the
other band will be closed - that is, joined by its ends to
the longer sides of the outer sheet, as well as by the side
to the shorter side of that outer sheet, thus allowing the
other book cover to fit into it.

[0016] Moreover, in the alternative embodiment, the
inner bands, in turn, are each made up of two segments,
one upper and one lower one. These are joined together
to the upper and lower edges of the outer sheet and are
closed on the book covers, overlapping one another to
attach with two other adhesive areas provided for this
purpose at the end of one of those segments.

[0017] As aresult, in addition to the fact that the adhe-
sive means of attachment are always applied to parts of
the protector itself when applied to the book and not its
covers, this protector can be fitted to the books, both with
the lateral ends, where the adhesive strips are located,
as well as with the upper and lower part, where the flaps
can be adjusted, allowing it to be used with books of
different widths and heights.

[0018] The outer sheet and the segments that make
up the inner bands are preferably part of the same pre-
cut sheet so that they fold over the book covers.

[0019] The protector has an advantageous means of
closing that consists of reusable adhesive, preferably wa-
ter-based (solvent-free).

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0020] To complement the description at hand and to
aid understanding of the invention’s features, the present
specification is accompanied by technical drawings as
an integral part thereof. The following has been repre-
sented for and not limited to illustrative purposes:

Figure number 1.- It shows a schematic plan view of
one example of a version of the self-adjusting, non-
plastic laminar protector that is the object of the in-
vention, shown without the book, in an example
thereof with one open band and one closed one and
a single adhesive strip at the lateral end.

Figure number 2.- It shows a schematic plan view of
another example of the protector according to the
invention, also represented without the book. In this
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case, it is an example with two open bands and two
adhesive strips at the lateral ends.

Figure number 3.- It offers a perspective view of the
example of the protector shown in figure 2, in this
case, shown with a book to illustrate how one fits in
the cover.

Figure number 4.- It shows a schematic perspective
view of another embodiment of the protector that is
the object of the invention, also shown once added
to a book. In this case, the example has inner bands
that are divided into two segments that are then at-
tached to each other.

Figure number 5.- It shows a view of the example of
the laminar protector for books and the like, accord-
ing to the invention, that is shown in figure 4. Here,
aplan view and its unfolded layout are shown without
a book, allowing the configuration and parts thereof
to be seen.

[0021] And figure number 6.- It shows a plan view and
the folded layout of the laminar protector that is the object
of the invention, according to the example shown in fig-
ures 4 and 5.

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION

[0022] In light of the aforementioned figures, and in
accordance with the numbering used, an example of a
non-limiting embodiment of the invention of the self-ad-
justing, non-plastic laminar protector for books and the
like can be seen therein, which is composed of that which
is provided in detail below.

[0023] Thus, as can be seen in figures 1 to 3, the pro-
tector of the invention, which is composed of a laminar
body (1) that fits on the covers (2) of the book (3) for
which it is intended by means of attachment with adhe-
sive, is made from a transparent or translucent sheet,
which may or may not be tinted and/or printed with graph-
ic elements. This sheet is essentially made of a non-plas-
tic compostable material that's derived from wood, spe-
cifically from a cellulose acetate film or vegetable parch-
ment that has on one of its faces areas with adhesive (4)
covering some parts of it, acting as an adhesive means
for attaching the protector; these areas are covered with
a layer of protective siliconized paper (not shown);
wherein said laminar body (1) is composed of:

- anouter sheet (10) thatis rectangular in shape, with
dimensions similar to those of
the book (3) for which it is intended,

- and two inner bands (11) located on both sides on
the inner face of the outer sheet (10) that are at least
joined at their ends to the edges of the longer sides
(10a) of the outer sheet (10),
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so that the book covers (2) can be inserted between the
outer sheet (10) and those inner bands (11);

and where the adhesive means for attaching the laminar
body (1) that makes up the protector, consisting of the
areas with adhesive (4), are composed of:

- atleast one strip-shaped adhesive area located on
one of the two lateral ends of the outer sheet (10)
giving shape to the shorter sides (10b) of said sheet,
as well as on its inner face,

such that, once the covers (2) of the book (3) have been
inserted into the inner bands (11), when the protector is
closed, the adhesive strip (4) attaches to one of the inner
bands (11) without coming into contact with the covers
(2) of the book (3).

[0024] Itshould be noted that, in anembodiment option
like the one shown in Figure 1, the laminar body (1) has
afirstinner band (11) that is open, meaning only its ends
are attached to the longer sides (10a) of the outer sheet
(10) and at a certain distance from the shorter side (10b)
where it has an adhesive strip (4) so that when one of
the covers (2) of the book (3) is inserted into said band
(11), it protrudes from the end. It has a second inner band
(11) that is closed, meaning its two ends are attached to
the longer sides (10a) of the outer sheet (10) as well as
to the shorter side (10b) so that the book cover (2) fits
inside.

[0025] In another embodiment, as shown in figures 2
and 3, the laminar body (1) has two open inner bands
(11), meaning only their ends are attached to the longer
sides (10a) of the outer sheet (10) and at a certain dis-
tance from the shorter side (10b), where it has respective
adhesive strips (4). This way, in this embodiment, the
adhesive means for attaching the laminar body (1), which
consist of the adhesive areas (4), comprise two zones in
the form of adhesive strips located on the two lateral ends
of the outer sheet (10), giving shape to the shorter sides
(10b) of said sheet, and on its inner face. Once the covers
(2) of the book (3) are inserted into the inner bands (11)
and the protector is closed, in this case by folding the two
ends of the outer sheet (10), the adhesive strips (4) are
attached on the inner bands (11) and do not come into
contact with the covers (2) of the book (3).

[0026] Furthermore, as we can see in Figures 4 to 6,
in another alternative embodiment, each of the two inner
bands (11) is formed by two segments, one upper (a)
and one lower one (b). These are joined to the upper and
lower edges of the outer sheet (10) and close over the
covers (2) of the book (3) by overlapping one another
and attaching by means of two other zones with adhesive
(4) provided for this purpose at the end of one of those
segments, as additional adhesive means of attachment.
[0027] The outer sheet (10) and the segments (a, b)
that make up the inner bands (11) are preferably part of
one and the same pre-cutsheet, as shownin the example
of Figure 2, so that they fold over the covers (2) of the
book (3) to attach the protector.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0028] To adjust the protector to the width of the book
(3), simply fold the lateral ends of the shorter sides of the
outer sheet (10) with the adhesive areas (4) in the form
of strips to adjust it to that width.

[0029] To adjustthe protector to the height of the book
(3), simply trim any excess from the outer sheet (10) that
exceeds one of the longer sides of the rectangle defining
that sheet, except in the area occupied by the segments
(a, b) that form the inner bands (11). Then, fold those
segments over the covers (2) and adjust the size by over-
lapping their ends.

[0030] The adhesive provided in the adhesive areas
(4) for attachment is preferably a reusable, water-based
type.

[0031] Having sufficiently described the nature of the

presentinvention, as well as the manner of implementing
it, no further explanation is deemed necessary foranyone
skilled in the art to understand its scope and the advan-
tages derived therefrom.

[0032] However, we do note that the invention may,
within its essentiality, be carried out in other embodi-
ments differing in detail from those indicated by way of
example. The protection sought will also be granted for
these, provided that the fundamental idea is not altered,
changed, or modified.

Claims

1. SELF-ADJUSTING, NON-PLASTIC LAMINAR
PROTECTOR FOR BOOKS AND THE LIKE con-
sists of a laminar body (1) that fits over the covers
(2) of the book (3) for whichitis intended by attaching
with adhesive means. Itis characterized by the fact
thatitis made from atransparentor translucent sheet
of non-plastic compostable material derived from
wood, which is made from a cellulose acetate film or
vegetable parchment that has on one of its faces
areas with adhesive (4) covering some parts of it,
acting as adhesive means for attaching the protector.
The laminar body (1) is composed of:

- anouter sheet (10) thatis rectangular in shape,
- and two inner bands (11) located on both sides
on the inner face of the outer sheet (10) that are
at least joined at their ends to the edges of the
longer sides (10a) of the outer sheet (10),

so that the book covers (2) can be inserted between
the outer sheet (10) and those inner bands (11);
and where the adhesive means for attaching the lam-
inar body (1) that makes up the protector, consisting
of the areas with adhesive (4), are composed of:

- atleast one strip-shaped adhesive arealocated
on one of the two lateral ends of the outer sheet
(10) giving shape to the shorter sides (10b) of
said sheet, as well as on its inner face,



7 EP 4 112 323 A1 8

such that, once the covers (2) of the book (3) have
been inserted into the inner bands (11), when the
protector is closed, the adhesive strip (4) attaches
to one of the inner bands (11) without coming into
contact with the covers (2) of the book (3).

SELF-ADJUSTING, NON-PLASTIC LAMINAR
PROTECTOR FOR BOOKS AND THE LIKE, ac-
cording to claim 1, is characterized by the laminar
body (1) having one open inner band (11), meaning
itis attached only by its ends to the longer sides (10a)
of the outer sheet (10) and at a certain distance from
the shorter side (10b), where there is an adhesive
strip (4), and with a second closed inner band (11),
meaning it is attached by its two ends to the longer
sides (10a) of the outer sheet (10) as well as to the
shorter side (10b).

SELF-ADJUSTING, NON-PLASTIC LAMINAR
PROTECTOR FOR BOOKS AND THE LIKE, ac-
cording to claim 1, is characterized by the laminar
body (1) having two open inner bands (11), meaning
they are joined only by their ends to the longer sides
(10a) of the outer sheet (10) at a certain distance
from the shorter side (10b), where it has correspond-
ing adhesive strips (4).

SELF-ADJUSTING, NON-PLASTIC LAMINAR
PROTECTOR FOR BOOKS AND THE LIKE, ac-
cording to claim 1, is characterized by each of the
two inner bands (11) consisting of two segments,
one upper one (a) and one lower one (b). These are
joined to the upper and lower edges of the outer
sheet (10) and enclose the covers (2) of the book (3)
by overlapping one another and being attached by
means of two other areas with adhesive (4) located
at the end of one of those segments as an additional
means of attachment with adhesive.

SELF-ADJUSTING, NON-PLASTIC LAMINAR
PROTECTOR FOR BOOKS AND LIKE, according
to claim 4, is characterized by the outer sheet (10)
andthe segments (a, b) that make up theinnerbands
(11) being part of one and the same pre-cut sheet
so that they fold over the covers (2) of the book (3)
to attach the protector.

SELF-ADJUSTING, NON-PLASTIC LAMINAR
PROTECTOR FOR BOOKS AND THE LIKE, ac-
cording to any of the preceding claims, is charac-
terized by the adhesive provided in the areas with
adhesive (4) for attachment being of a reusable, wa-
ter-based type.

SELF-ADJUSTING, NON-PLASTIC LAMINAR
PROTECTOR FOR BOOKS AND THE LIKE, ac-
cording to any of the preceding claims, is charac-
terized by the transparent or translucent sheet,
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which is made from a cellulose acetate film or veg-
etable parchment, being tinted and/or printed with
graphic elements.



EP 4 112 323 A1

10a

FIG. 1

10b
~

10a

FIG. 2

10b



EP 4 112 323 A1




EP 4 112 323 A1

10a

/10b




EP 4 112 323 A1

Europdisches
Patentamt
0 ek Application Number
Patent ice
e EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT
des brevets EP 22 02 0105

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, Relevant CLASSIFICATION OF THE
of relevant passages to claim APPLICATION (IPC)
Y BE 834 335 A (HUGUETTE ARNTZEN) 1-3,6,7 | INV.
9 April 1976 (1976-04-09) B42D3/02
A * page 16, line 16 — page 17, line 23; 4,5 B42F13/00
claims; figures 12, 13 * B42C15/00
----- B42D3/00
A DE 25 28 151 Al (DUCORDAY GERARD M) 1-7 B42C7/00

20 January 1977 (1977-01-20)

* page 4, line 14 - page 9, line 18;
claims; figures *

A GB 2 102 339 A (BOOKS FOR STUDENTS LIMITED | 1-7
[GB]) 2 February 1983 (1983-02-02)

* page 1, line 108 - page 2, line 32;
claims; figures *

A RU 190 996 Ul (SHVETS N P) 1-7
18 July 2019 (2019-07-18)
* the whole document *

Y US 2004/108709 Al (HENGSBACH JEFFREY L 1-3
—-06— TECHNICAL FIELDS
[US]) 10 June 2004 (2004-06-10) . SEARCHED (IPC)
A * paragraphs [0035] - [0055]; claims; 4-7
figures * B42D
————— B42F
Y CN 111 172 812 A (TAIZHOU ROSE PAPER CO 1-3,6,7 | B42C
LTD) 19 May 2020 (2020-05-19) Cc09J
A * abstract; claims * 4,5 GO9F
A WO 96/11113 Al (AVONOVA LIMITED [IE]; RYAN | 1-7
GERALD [IE]; RYAN ALAN [IE])
18 April 1996 (1996-04-18)
* the whole document *
1 The present search report has been drawn up for all claims
Place of search Date of completion of the search Examiner
§ Munich 6 September 2022 Zacchini, Daniela
j=3
o
& CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS T : theory or principle underlying the invention
P} E : earlier patent document, but published on, or
b4 X : particularly relevant if taken alone after the filing date
[ Y : particularly relevant if combined with another D : document cited in the application
e document of the same category L : document cited for other reasons
Z Atechnological BACKGroUNd e e
Q@ O : non-written disclosure & : member of the same patent family, corresponding
o P :intermediate document document
o
w




10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EPO FORM P0459

ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

EP 4 112 323 A1

ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO.

EP 22 02 0105

This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report.
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on
The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information.

06-09-2022
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication

cited in search report date member(s) date

BE 834335 A 09-04-1976 NONE

DE 2528151 Al 20-01-1977 NONE

GB 2102339 A 02-02-1983 NONE

RU 190996 Ul 18-07-2019 NONE

US 2004108709 Al 10-06-2004 CA 2451698 Al 10-06-2004
CN 1506236 A 23-06-2004
EP 1428681 A2 16-06-2004
JP 2004188979 A 08-07-2004
MX PA(03011415 A 19-04-2005
SG 107156 Al 29-11-2004
uUs 2004108709 Al 10-06-2004

CN 111172812 A 19-05-2020 NONE

WO 9611113 Al 18-04-1996 AU 3672295 A 02-05-1996
IE S67363 B2 20-03-1996
WO 9611113 Al 18-04-1996

10

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82



	bibliography
	abstract
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

