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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims the benefit of U.S. Pro-
visional Patent Application No. 63/175,362 filed April 15,
2021, which is incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0002] The present invention generally relates to fur-
niture protection, and in particular, to self-contained cov-
ering for outdoor article of furniture.

BACKGROUND

[0003] In general, outdoor furniture needs to be pro-
tected from nature and the elements. It is laborious to
place free-flowing covers on outdoor furniture and any-
thing else that resides unprotected outside, such as, for
example, grills. It is even more troublesome to find a way
and a place to store free-flowing protective coverings
when they are not in use. Storing protective, outside-
furniture coverings usually requires carrying around dirty,
unwieldy, and heavy piles of fabric or leaving them in an
unsightly pile. While some people only go through cov-
ering and uncovering outside furniture a couple of times
a year, others do it every time they want to sit outside.
Some protective covers come with bags into which it is
practically impossible to roll a protective cover, making
those bags useless.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0004] The following presents a simplified summary of
the innovation in order to provide a basic understanding
of some aspects of the invention. This summary is not
an extensive overview of the invention. It is intended to
neither identify key or critical elements of the invention
nor delineate the scope of the invention. Its sole purpose
is to present some concepts of the invention in a simpli-
fied form as a prelude to the more detailed description
that is presented later.

[0005] In an aspect, the invention features a system
including an outdoor article of furniture, and a covering,
the covering being retractable and stored in a first portion
of the outdoor article of furniture, the covering having an
attachment mechanism to secure to a second portion of
the outdoor article of furniture and shield an upper portion
of the outdoor article of furniture from external elements.
[0006] Inoneembodiment,asystemincludesan article
of furniture (e.g., chair, sofa) and a covering that can be
attached to a first portion of the article of furniture. The
covering can be retractable. The covering can be pulled
or extended from the first portion to a second portion of
the article of furniture for shielding the article of furniture.
For example, the covering can shield an upper portion,
a lower portion, a front portion and/or a rear portion of
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the article of furniture from external elements.

[0007] In one embodiment, the covering can have an
elastic material about the borders or edges of the cover-
ing such that the covering can provide better fit with the
various portions of the article of furniture. In other words,
because of the compressive property of the elastic ma-
terial, when the covering is placed over the article of fur-
niture, the covering can provide tighter fit with the article
of furniture including the upper portion, lower portion,
front portion and rear portion thereof.

[0008] Inoneembodiment, the first portion of the article
of furniture is located along a lower portion or a front
portion of the article of furniture and the second portion
is located along a rear portion or an upper portion of the
article of furniture. Alternatively, the converse may be
true whereby the first portion can be located along a rear
portion or an upper portion of the article of furniture and
the second portion can be located along a lower portion
or a front portion of the article of furniture.

[0009] Inone embodiment, the covering can include a
fastener for securing a first portion of the covering to a
second portion of the covering. For example, the covering
can be opened about the middle of the cover such that
two parts of the covering (e.g., left side and right side)
can be joined with a fastener such as a zipper, magnets,
or hook and loop fastener (e.g., Velcro®). The fastener
can be attached in the appropriate places throughout the
covering as can be appreciated by one skilled in the art
and will not be elaborated further herein. In some em-
bodiments, the covering can have a handle to make it
easier for a user to extend the covering from the first
portion to the second portion of the article of furniture.
[0010] In one embodiment, the covering may have a
first attachment device while the second portion of the
article of furniture may have a second attachmentdevice.
Alternatively, the second portion of the article of furniture
may include the first attachment device while the cover-
ing may include the second attachment device. In oper-
ation, the second attachment device is configured to re-
ceive the first attachment device for securing the covering
to the article of furniture, or vice versa.

[0011] In one embodiment, the first attachment device
can be a latch or a catch, and the second attachment
device can be a recess, or a groove configured to receive
the latch or the catch. In another embodiment, the first
attachment device can be a spring, and the second at-
tachment device can be a tab configured to receive the
spring.

[0012] Inoneembodiment,asystemincludesan article
of furniture having a back support and a covering that
adjacent to the back support. In this embodiment, the
covering is configured to extend from the back support
to atleast one of an upper portion, a lower portion, a front
portion and a rear portion of the article of furniture for
shielding the article of furniture from external elements.
[0013] In one embodiment, the covering can be stored
within a storage compartment along a rear portion of the
back support of the article of furniture.
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[0014] In one embodiment, the covering can be stored
within a cushion adjacent the front portion of the back
support of the article of furniture.

[0015] In one embodiment, the covering can have a
first attachment device while the lower portion or the front
portion of the article of furniture may have a second at-
tachment device. The second attachment device can be
configured to receive the first attachment device, for se-
curing the covering to the article of furniture.

[0016] Inone operation, these attachment devices can
be reversed yet perform the same or similar function. In
other words, the first attachment device can be on the
lower portion or the front portion of the article of furniture
and the second attachment device can be on the cover-
ing. The attachment devices can be coupled together
such that the covering can be secured to the article of
furniture.

[0017] In one embodiment, a method of utilizing the
disclosed systems herein include initially providing a cov-
ering for an article of furniture. In the next step, the meth-
od includes attaching the covering to a first portion of the
article of furniture. The next step of the method involves
extending the covering from the first portion to a second
portion of the article of furniture whereby the covering is
operable to shield at least one of an upper portion, a
lower portion, a front portion and a rear portion of the
article of furniture from external elements.

[0018] Inone embodiment,the method furtherincludes
the step of securing the covering to the article of furniture
with first attachment device configured to receive second
attachment device. In one embodiment, the first attach-
ment device can be on the covering and the second at-
tachment device can be on the second portion of the
article of furniture. In another embodiment, the first at-
tachment device can be on the second portion of the
article of furniture and the second attachment device can
be on the covering.

[0019] In one embodiment, the method may further in-
clude the step of securing a first portion of the covering
to asecond portion of the covering with a fastener, where-
by the fastener is at least one of zipper, magnet, and
hook and loop fastener.

[0020] The disclosed embodiments may include one
or more of the following advantages: providing a hidden
or inconspicuous containment system (e.g., storage
compartment) that can be built into or attached to a piece
of furniture (e.g., chair) for housing an attached, fitted
cover for the article of furniture such as an outdoor chair
or sofa. The storage compartment can be on the back
side of the back support in the form of a false back, or
on the front side of the back support in the form of cush-
ions or pillows that may or may not be integrated with the
back support.

[0021] Otherbenefits of the presentdisclosure include,
among others, covering that protect the entire chair or
sofa, not just pillows. Additionally, the covering may also
be engineered to be inserted easily into the containment
system. In other words, the covering may be a self-con-
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tained system. Last but not least, the covering can be
easily pulled out and extended to provide shielding or
protection for any pieces of furniture or non-furniture.
[0022] These and other features and advantages will
be apparent from a reading of the following detailed de-
scription and a review of the associated drawings. It is
to be understood that both the foregoing general descrip-
tion and the following detailed description are explana-
tory only and are not restrictive of aspects as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0023] The invention will be more fully understood by
reference to the detailed description, in conjunction with
the following figures, wherein:

FIGS. 1, 2A and 2B illustrate a first embodiment of
an exemplary system.

FIGS. 3A and 3B illustrate a second embodiment of
an exemplary system.

FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate a third embodiment of an
exemplary system.

FIG. 5 illustrates a retractable covering over an arti-
cle of furniture.

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram of the methods of using the
disclosed exemplary systems.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0024] The subject innovation is now described with
reference to the drawings, wherein like reference numer-
als are used to refer to like elements throughout. In the
following description, for purposes of explanation, nu-
merous specific details are set forth in order to provide
athorough understanding of the present invention. It may
be evident, however, that the present invention may be
practiced without these specific details. In other instanc-
es, well-known structures and devices are shown in block
diagram form in order to facilitate describing the present
invention.

[0025] As shown in FIG. 1, an exemplary system 10
includes an article of furniture 12 and a covering 14. The
covering 14 may be retractable. In other words, the cov-
ering 14 may be converted from a storage configuration
(e.g., retracted) to an in-use configuration (e.g., extend-
ed), and vice versa. Although the article of furniture 12
as shown is a chair, the system 10 may include other
types of furniture, such as a couch or table. Moreover, in
other embodiments, the covering 14 in accordance with
the present disclosure may be used on other non-furni-
ture types of articles (e.g., grill, stove top). While the ar-
ticle of furniture 12 discussed herein are mostly for out-
door furniture made of plastic, metal or wood, among
other suitable weather-proof materials, it is understood
and appreciated that the presently disclosed embodi-
ments can apply equally to in-door furniture including so-
fas and chairs alike.

[0026] In the embodiment shown in FIG. 1, the cover-
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ing 14 can be extended over the article of furniture 12 so
as to provide protection from environmental elements
such as rain, sun, pollen, leaves, bird droppings, and so
forth. The covering 14 may be constructed from a variety
of materials or outdoor fabrics such as a polypropylene
fabric, marine vinyl, woven textiles made from acrylic,
synthetic fibers, blends of cotton, polyester, linen, among
others.

[0027] In one embodiment, the covering 14 may have
a fastener 13 such as a zipper or set of magnets or other
hook and loop fasteners (e.g., Velcro®) to facilitate cov-
ering and uncovering of the covering 14 to the article of
furniture 12 such as a chair or sofa. In the alternative,
the fastener 13 may help to facilitate in securing a first
portion (e.g., left portion) of the covering 14 to a second
portion (e.g., right portion) of the covering 14. As shown,
the fastener 13 is located in the middle of the covering
14. Inthe alternative, the fastener 13 need not be located
in the middle of the covering 14 butinstead can be located
on the sides or edges of the covering 14 (not shown). In
some embodiments, the fastener 13 need not be neces-
sary and the covering 14 can be a single, unitary piece
of cover that can be pulled or extended over the entire
article of furniture 12.

[0028] InFIG. 2A, the covering 14 is shown in the stor-
age configuration, whereby the covering 14 is under a
lower portion 16 of the article of furniture 12. While the
covering 14 is shown in a first or lower portion 16, it is
possible that the covering 14 can also be stored in a
second or upper portion 26 of the article of furniture 12.
The covering 14 can be housed or attached to the article
of furniture 12 via any suitable attachment mechanism.
[0029] For example, the covering 14 can be attached
to a first portion or a second portion of the article of fur-
niture 12. In operation, ifthe covering 14 is attached about
a first portion, the covering 14 can be extended to a sec-
ond portion from the first portion or retracted therefrom.
Similarly, the converse may be true whereby if the cov-
ering 14 is attached about a second portion, the covering
14 can be extended to a first portion from the second
portion or retracted therefrom.

[0030] In one embodiment, in the storage configura-
tion, the covering 14 may be rolled up around a spring-
loaded mechanism located in a storage housing posi-
tioned under the lower portion 16 of the article of furniture
12.

[0031] Asshownin FIG. 2B, in a side view, in addition
to the upper portion 26 and the lower portion 16, the article
of furniture 12 also includes a front portion 17 and a rear
portion 27. The front portion 17 is generally the portion
that a user faces or engages with the article of furniture
12 (e.g., see FIG. 2A where a user goes to sit down on
a seat bottom 15), while the rear portion 27 is generally
the back or backside of the article of furniture 12.
[0032] In one embodiment, as best illustrated in FIG.
2B (e.g., in an in-use configuration), when the covering
14 is extended from the lower portion 16 to the upper
portion 26 (or from the front portion 17 to the rear portion
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27), the covering 14 is generally able to shield mostly the
front portion 17 and the upper portion 26. In other words,
the covering 14 is able to shield the areas where a user
is typically engaging with the article of furniture 12 (e.g.,
seat bottom 15 and seat back 42).

[0033] Insome embodiments, the covering 14 may in-
clude additional fabrics or materials such that not only
are the front portion 17 and the upper portion 26 covered
or protected when the covering 14 is extended, but that
the rear portion 27 as well as the lower portion 16 are
protected or shielded from external elements as well. In
some embodiments, when the covering 14 is extended
from the upper portion 26 to the lower portion 16 (or from
the rear portion 27 to the front portion 17), or vice versa,
the covering 14 is able to shield at least parts of the upper
portion 26, the lower portion 16, the front portion 17
and/or the rear portion 27 from external elements.
[0034] Inone embodiment, the covering 14 includes a
handle/latch 18. In operation, the handle/latch 18 can be
grasped by a user to actuate the covering 14 from its
storage configuration to an in-use configuration (and vice
versa) by drawing the covering 14 across the article of
furniture 12. In other words, the handle/latch 18 helps to
facilitate the covering 14 being extended from the lower
portion 16 to the upper portion 26, and vice versa (e.g.,
retracted). Similarly, the handle/latch 18 can also help to
facilitate the covering 14 being extended from the front
portion 17 to the rear portion 27, and vice versa (e.g.,
retracted).

[0035] Inone embodiment, the handle/latch 18 can be
placed into a rack notch 20 located on an upper portion
26 of aback support42 of the article of furniture 12, there-
by securing the covering 14 across the article of furniture
12. Removing the handle/latch 18 from the rack notch 20
enables the covering 14 to be drawn back or retracted
into its storage configuration under the lower portion 16
of the article of furniture 12.

[0036] InFIG.3AandFIG. 3B, inanotherembodiment,
the covering 14 can be coupled to a spring mechanism
30 located about an upper portion 26 of a back support
42 of the article of furniture 12. In this embodiment, an
edge of the covering 14 may include protrusions that are
designed to fit tabs 32 located on a lower portion 16 of
the article of furniture 12. Here again, the spring mech-
anism 30 may be resident in a storage device, such as
a solid tube or backpack type of device. In other words,
the spring mechanism 30 may be a rotatable device such
thatthe covering 14 may be rotatable. In operation, draw-
ing the covering 14 from the spring mechanism 30 and
securing it to the tabs 32 results in the covering 14 span-
ning across the article of furniture 12. Inone embodiment,
the covering 14 includes attachmentdevices such as but-
tons or a hook and loop fastening material (e.g., Velcro®)
that mates with a corresponding slot or hook and loop
fastening material located on a lower portion of a seat
support of the article of furniture 12. In some embodi-
ments, the corresponding attachment device may be lo-
cated on an upper portion 26 of a back support 42 of the
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article of furniture 12.

[0037] In one embodiment, the spring mechanism 30
may be electrically powered, mechanically powered or
manually actuated. If electrically powered, the spring
mechanism 30 may be coupled to a power cord for plug-
ging into a power outlet as can be appreciated by one
skilled in the art.

[0038] In one embodiment, the spring mechanism 30
may be a first attachment device. As discussed above
and shown in FIG. 3B, the first attachment device can be
on the upper portion 26 of the article of furniture 12. In
an alternative embodiment, although not shown, the first
attachment device may be integrated with the covering
14. Complementary to the first attachment device is a
second attachment device, which can be similar to the
tabs 32 disclosed above. The second attachment device
can be located on the lower portion 16 of the article of
furniture 12. In operation, the second attachment device
can be configured to receive the first attachment device,
or vice versa, to ensure that the covering 14 is secured
to the article of furniture 12.

[0039] In one embodiment, the first attachment device
can be a latch or a catch, while the second attachment
device can be arecess, or a groove configured to receive
the latch or the catch. In another embodiment, the first
attachment device can be a spring while the second at-
tachment device can be a tab configured to receive the
spring.

[0040] As shown in FIG. 4A and FIG. 4B, disclosed is
an exemplary embodiment of a system 40 whereby a
covering 14 can be adjacent the back support 42 of the
article of furniture 12. For instance, the covering 14 can
be coupled along portions of the back support 42 of the
article of furniture 12.

[0041] In one embodiment, the covering 14 can be ad-
jacent a rear portion 46 of the back support 42, as best
illustrated in FIG. 4A. In another embodiment, the cov-
ering 14 can be adjacent a front portion 44 of the back
support 42, as best illustrated in FIG. 4B.

[0042] FIG. 4A and FIG. 4B each illustrate an article
of furniture 12 having a back support 42. In this embod-
iment, when the article of furniture 12 is a chair, the front
portion 44 of the back support42 is typically the area that
receives a user’s back when the user is seated on the
seat bottom 15, while the rear portion 46 of the back
support 42 is the backside of the back support 42.
[0043] In one embodiment, the covering 14 may be
adjacent the back support 42. Regardless of whether the
covering 14 is adjacent the front portion 44 or the rear
portion 46 of the back support 42, the covering 14 is con-
figured to extend from the back support42 to at least one
of an upper portion, a lower portion, a front portion and/or
a rear portion of the article of furniture 12 so as to shield
or protect the article of furniture 12 from external ele-
ments.

[0044] FIG. 4A illustrates the covering 14 adjacent the
rear portion 46 of the back support 42. In one embodi-
ment, the covering 14 can be stored within a storage
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compartment along the rear portion 46 of the back sup-
port 42. For example, the storage compartment can be
a hollow false back with a hinged top that forms a part of
the back support 42. In other words, the back support 42
can have sufficient thickness and volume so as to allow
the covering 14 to be stored therein and extended from
the rear portion 46 thereof. In operation, the covering 14
may be pulled or extended from the rear portion 46 toward
the front portion 44 for covering the article of furniture 12
as best represented by the arrows in FIG. 4A. In doing
so, the covering 14 may also cover any pillows or cush-
ions 48 that may be on the front portion 44 of the back
support 42.

[0045] FIG. 4B illustrates the covering 14 adjacent the
front portion 44 of the back support 42. In one embodi-
ment, the covering 14 can be stored within a pillow or
cushion 48 of the article of furniture 12. As FIG. 4B illus-
trates the in-use configuration, the pillow or cushion 48
has since been converted from the storage configuration
whereby the covering 14 has been extended. It will be
appreciated by one skilled in the art that the pillow or
cushion 48 can be integrated into the back support 42 or
be provided as a standalone unit, optionally coupled with
fasteners to the back support 42.

[0046] In operation, when the covering 14 is stored
within a pillow or cushion 48 and ready to be extended
into in-use mode, the covering 14 can be extended to-
ward the front, back or sides of the article of furniture 12
as best illustrated by the arrows in FIG. 4B. In other
words, the covering 14 may be stored within the pillow
or cushion 48, whereby an opening in the cushion 48
may allow the covering 14 to be removed therefrom.
Once removed, the covering 14 can extend to the left
side (L) of the article of furniture 12, to the right side (R)
of the article of furniture 12, or the top and bottom sides
(bottom side arrows not shown) of the article of furniture
12. Once removed, the covering 14 can be extended to
cover the entire article of furniture 12. If there are multiple
portions of the covering 14, these can be secured to each
other with fasteners similar to those described above to
not only secure portions of the covering 14 to each other
but to also ensure that the covering 14 is secured to the
article of furniture 12.

[0047] In one embodiment, when the covering 14 has
been extended, whether from the front portion 44 or the
rear portion 46 of the back support42, an elastic material
may aid in securing the covering 14 over the article of
furniture 12 as best described below and shown in FIG. 5.
[0048] As shown in FIG. 5 in an in-use configuration,
elastic materials 50 can be positioned (e.g., around the
edges or along the borders) about the covering 14 and
used to fit the covering 14 to the particular size and/or
shape of the article of furniture 12. In other words, the
covering 14 can include an elastic material such that the
covering 14 is able to make physical contact with various
parts of the article of furniture 12. In other words, because
of the elastic properties of the materials 50 in providing
the necessary compressive force, the elastic material 50
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will ensure that the covering 14 maintain a tight fit with
the article of furniture 12 such that the covering 14 re-
mains in place in the event of wind or heavy precipitation,
as the elastic properties of the elastic material 50 will
ensure that the covering 14 makes physical contact with
the upper portion 26, the lower portion 16, the front por-
tion 17 and/or the rear portion 27 of the article of furniture
12.

[0049] In some embodiments, the covering 14 may in-
clude ribs and/or spring pop-like tent bars to aid in a cov-
ering operation.

[0050] FIG. 6 is a flow diagram illustrating various
methods 60 of using the disclosed exemplary systems
10. In one embodiment, a method 60 of using the dis-
closed self-contained outdoor furniture covering system
10 includes a providing step 62, where a covering 14 for
an article of furniture 12 is provided. Next is an attaching
step 64, whereby the covering 14 is attached to a first
portion of the article of furniture 12 similar to those de-
scribed above. The next step of the process is an extend-
ing step 66, such that the covering 14 is extended from
the first portion to a second portion of the article of furni-
ture 12. In doing so, the covering 14 is operable to shield
at least one of an upper portion, a lower portion, a front
portion, and a rear portion of the article of furniture 12
from external elements.

[0051] Inone embodiment, the next step of the method
60 is a securing step 67, including securing the covering
14 to the article of furniture 12 with first attachment device
and second attachment device. In an embodiment, the
first attachment device can be on the covering 14 and
the second attachment device can be on the second por-
tion of the article of furniture 12. In an alternative embod-
iment, the first attachment device can be on the second
portion of the article of furniture 12 and the second at-
tachment device can be on the covering 14. Regardless
of the positioning of these attachment devices, they are
able to be configured so as to receive one another so as
to secure the covering 14 to the article of furniture 12.
[0052] Inone embodiment, the next step of the method
60 is an optional securing step 68, including securing a
first portion of the covering 14 to a second portion of the
covering 14 similar to that described in FIG. 1. In this
embodiment, the securing step 68 can be achieved with
a fastener, where the fastener can be zipper, magnet, or
hook and loop fasteners, among others.

[0053] While example embodiments have been partic-
ularly shown and described, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that various changes in form and details
may be made therein without departing from the scope
of the embodiments encompassed by the appended
claims. For example, other useful implementations could
be achieved if steps of the disclosed techniques were
performed in a different order and/or if components in
the disclosed systems were combined in a different man-
ner and/or replaced or supplemented by other compo-
nents. Accordingly, other implementations are within the
scope of the disclosure.
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Claims

1.

10.

A system comprising:

an article of furniture; and

a covering configured to be attached to a first
portion of the article of furniture, the covering
further configured to extend from the first portion
to a second portion of the article of furniture for
shielding atleast one ofan upper portion, alower
portion, a front portion and a rear portion of the
article of furniture from external elements.

The system of claim 1, wherein the covering further
comprises an elastic material such that the covering
makes physical contact with the at least one of the
upper portion, the lower portion, the front portion and
the rear portion.

The system of claim 1, wherein the first portion is
located along at least one of the lower portion and
the front portion and the second portion is located
along at least one of the rear portion and the upper
portion.

The system of claim 1, wherein the first portion is
located along at least one of the rear portion and the
upper portion and the second portionis located along
at least one of the lower portion and the front portion.

The system of claim 1, wherein the covering further
comprises a fastener for securing a first portion of
the covering to a second portion of the covering.

The system of claim 5, wherein the fastener is se-
lected from the group consisting of zipper, magnet,
and hook and loop fastener.

The system of claim 1, wherein the covering further
comprises a handle to facilitate the covering being
extended from the first portion to the second portion.

The system of claim 1, further comprising first at-
tachment device disposed about at least one of the
covering and the second portion, and second attach-
ment device disposed about the other of the at least
one of the covering and the second portion, the sec-
ond attachment device configured to receive the first
attachment device for securing the covering to the
article of furniture.

The system of claim 7, wherein the first attachment
device is a latch or a catch, and the second attach-
ment device is a recess or groove configured to re-
ceive the latch or the catch.

The system of claim 7, wherein the first attachment
device is aspring, and the second attachment device
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is a tab configured to receive the spring.
A system comprising:

an article of furniture having a back support; and
a covering adjacent the back support, the cov-
ering configured to extend from the back support
to at least one of an upper portion, a lower por-
tion, a front portion and a rear portion of the ar-
ticle of furniture for shielding the article of furni-
ture from external elements.

The system of claim 11, wherein the covering is
stored within a storage compartment along a rear
portion of the back support.

The system of claim 11, wherein the covering is
stored within a cushion adjacent a front portion of
the back support.

The system of claim 11, wherein the covering further
comprises an elastic material such that the covering
makes physical contact with the at least one of the
upper portion, the lower portion, the front portion and
the rear portion.

The system of claim 11, wherein the covering further
comprises a fastener for securing a first portion of
the covering to a second portion of the covering, and
wherein the fastener is selected from the group con-
sisting of zipper, magnet, and hook and loop fasten-
er.

The system of claim 11, further comprising first at-
tachment device disposed about the covering, and
second attachment device disposed about at least
one of the lower portion or the front portion of the
article of furniture, the second attachment device
configured to receive the first attachment device for
securing the covering to the article of furniture.

The system of claim 16, wherein the first attachment
device is a latch or a catch, and the second attach-
ment device is a recess or groove configured to re-
ceive the latch or the catch.

The system of claim 16, wherein the first attachment
device is a spring, and the second attachment device
is a tab configured to receive the spring.

A method comprising:

providing a covering for an article of furniture;
attaching the covering to a first portion of the
article of furniture; and

extending the covering from the first portion to
a second portion of the article of furniture, the
covering operable to shield at least one of an

(]

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

upper portion, a lower portion, a front portion
and a rear portion of the article of furniture from
external elements.

20. The method of claim 19, further comprising securing

21.

the covering to the article of furniture with first at-
tachment device configured to receive second at-
tachment device, wherein the first attachment device
is disposed about at least one of the covering and
the second portion and the second attachment de-
vice is disposed about the other of the at least one
of the covering and the second portion.

The method of claim 19, further comprising securing
a first portion of the covering to a second portion of
the covering with a fastener, wherein the fastener is
selected from the group consisting of zipper, magnet,
and hook and loop fastener.
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