EP 4 133 972 A1

(19) Europdisches

: Patentamt

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION
published in accordance with Art. 153(4) EPC

EP 4133 972 A1

European
Patent Office

Office européen

des brevets (1 1 )

(43) Date of publication:
15.02.2023 Bulletin 2023/07

(51) International Patent Classification (IPC):
A47B 87/02(1968.09) A47B 47/04 (1968.09)

(562) Cooperative Patent Classification (CPC):
A47B 47/04; A47B 87/02; A47B 96/00

(21) Application number: 21785139.3

(22) Date of filing: 22.03.2021
(86) International application number:

PCT/ES2021/070200

(87) International publication number:
WO 2021/205046 (14.10.2021 Gazette 2021/41)

(84) Designated Contracting States: (71) Applicant: Casanovas Ripoll, Enrique

AL AT BE BG CH CY CZDE DK EE ES FI FR GB
GRHRHUIEISITLILT LULV MC MK MT NL NO
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR

Designated Extension States:

43007 Tarragona (ES)

(72) Inventor: Casanovas Ripoll, Enrique
43007 Tarragona (ES)

BA ME
Designated Validation States: (74) Representative: Duran-Corretjer, S.L.P.
KH MA MD TN Corsega, 329

(Paseo de Gracia/Diagonal)

(30) Priority: 06.04.2020 ES 202030603 U 08037 Barcelona (ES)

(54) FURNITURE MODULE AND KIT FOR ASSEMBLING SAME

(67)  The presentinvention relates to a furniture mod-
ule of essentially regular quadrangular prismatic shape,
this module being open on only one of its faces, in which
the height of the module is twice the width of the rectan-

gular bases, and comprising module connection means
on at least one of its long faces. The present invention
also relates to a kit for assembly of a furniture module
according to the present invention.
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Description

[0001] The presentinventionrelates to afurniture mod-
ule, which can be used to make up items of furniture
three-dimensionally including one or more of said mod-
ules, and to a kit for assembly thereof.

[0002] The applicant is aware that these days most
householders use self-assembly home/office furniture
systems which can be put together domestically, seeking
maximum convenience and ease of transport and versa-
tility of use inside the home. The advantage of this type
of furniture is that it is easy to transport as it is usually
sold as a flat pack, thus taking up less space; and it is
also usually less expensive than conventional furniture
that is sold ready assembled or that has to be assembled
by professionals. Moreover, this type of furniture which
is sold with a view to being assembled by the user may
offer a degree of modularity, in other words, may allow
different configurations as desired and required by the
user and can adapt to different situations. To enable such
modularity, furniture based on various modules that the
user puts together or assembles as desired, within cer-
tain constraints, is known.

[0003] Although it offers some advantages, furniture
designed to be assembled by the user themself often has
a number of drawbacks. One such drawback is that once
the furniture has been assembled, if it is to be moved it
has to be emptied and even dismantled into the compo-
nent parts of the module. This is because the structure
of this type of furniture is not strong enough to allow said
furniture to be transported together with the objects con-
tained inside and because the modules are not very ver-
satile, being simply a component of the furniture for which
they were designed, and in no case intended for trans-
porting items during a house move.

[0004] Itis an aim of the present invention to provide
a furniture module that solves the abovementioned prob-
lems, disclosing a furniture module that is very versatile
in terms of the options it offers for assembly. Another aim
of the present invention is to disclose self-supporting fur-
niture that can serve as a holder/shelving unitin the home
and as a packing for transport without the need to empty
the household furniture, saving a lot of time from the view-
point of packing as well as sorting and unpacking at the
new destination, both in the case of house moves and
when moving from one location to another in the same
property.

[0005] To this end, the present invention discloses a
furniture module of essentially regular quadrangular pris-
matic shape, this module being open on only one of its
faces, in which the height of the module is twice the width
of the rectangular bases, and comprising module con-
nection means on at least one of its long faces. Thus,
the width and depth of the furniture module are the same,
the height being twice the value of either the width or
depth.

[0006] The particular shape of the module, together
with the means for connection to other modules, makes
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it very versatile as regards the compositions that can be
obtained. In some embodiments, the compositions that
can be obtained are three-dimensional. Furthermore, in
particularly preferred embodiments, it allows it to be used
as a portable box for the storage and transport of objects
during house moves.

[0007] Preferably, the furniture module according to
the present invention further comprises module connec-
tion means on one of its bases. More preferably, said
furniture module comprises module connection means
on all of its faces. This increases the possible combina-
tions that can be achieved with the modules and therefore
increases the number of possible items of furniture that
can be created using these modules. These combina-
tions may be two-dimensional, i.e. constructed in a single
plane or along two Cartesian axes, or may be three-di-
mensional, the various furniture modules may be put to-
gether or combined along three Cartesian axes.

[0008] Advantageously the module connection means
comprise module connection holes.

[0009] Preferably, the furniture module according to
the present invention comprises two module connection
holes on its long faces, both holes being aligned with the
longitudinal axis on its respective long face.

[0010] Advantageously, the distance from each mod-
ule connection hole to the respective proximal ends of
the face or base in which it is comprised is half the width
of the bases of the module.

[0011] Preferably, the various modules are connected
by inserting securing means through two holes for con-
necting two different modules, such that the two modules
are firmly secured together. Said securing means may
be, for example, a screw and a nut, or the like.

[0012] Preferably, the module connection hole in each
base is located in the center thereof.

[0013] Advantageously, the furniture module accord-
ing to the present invention is open on only one of its long
faces. Alternatively, the furniture module according to the
present invention is open on only one of its short faces
or bases.

[0014] Advantageously, the faces of the furniture mod-
ule according to the present invention are defined by
boards of uniform thickness, whatever this thickness is.
This means that the furniture module is self-supporting,
since all of the boards forming the module play a struc-
tural role. This ensures that the module can be used to
transport relatively heavy loads during house moves.
[0015] Preferably, the furniture module according to
the presentinvention further comprises atleast one shelf.
[0016] Advantageously, the furniture module accord-
ing to the presentinvention comprises a door. Preferably,
the door is hinged to one of the long faces of the item of
furniture according to the presentinvention. Alternatively,
the door is hinged to one of the bases of the item of
furniture according to the present invention.

[0017] Regarding the location of the connection
means, it should be understood that the expressions "on

one of its faces", " on its long faces",

on all of its faces",
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etc. do not include the open face of the furniture module
according to the present invention.

[0018] Preferably, the side of the bases of the module
measures between 35 and 39 cm, more preferably 36
cm. This allows the module to offer the following advan-
tages:

- The dimensions mean that it can be transported,
when empty, by a single person, or by two people
when it is full (transport function).

- It allows the module to be used to make or create
surfaces in the ergonomic plane corresponding to
working when seated (700-780 mm from the floor)
and also to the seat plane. Furthermore, it is also
possible to create furniture that reaches the ergo-
nomic plane corresponding to manual work while
standing (for example kitchens) through the use of
feet.

[0019] Thanks to these dimensions, the module has
the ideal size and dimensions such that it does not have
to be dismantled entirely and can be transported without
the need to remove the contents. This feature drastically
reduces the cost of packing when moving and, therefore,
is environmentally friendly. The furniture module is a con-
tainer for moving and also facilitates moves using smaller
vehicles. Moreover, said furniture module may be as-
sembled just once, in other words it is not necessary to
completely dismantle and re-assemble it when it is to be
moved.

[0020] The presentinvention also discloses an item of
furniture comprising a plurality of modules according to
the present invention. Preferably, in the item of furniture
according to the present invention, the plurality of mod-
ules is connected together by means of respective mod-
ule connection means. Advantageously, the plurality of
modules is connected together by means of respective
module connection holes.

[0021] In one embodiment, the modules are arranged
to form a shelving unit. In another embodiment, the item
of furniture according to the present invention comprises
a board connected to at least two modules at opposite
ends of the board, arranged such that they form a table.
[0022] Another aim of the present invention is to dis-
close a kit for assembly of a furniture module according
to the present invention, which comprises:

- two boards of thickness g having a width A and a
length 2A,

- two boards of thickness g having a width A-2g and
alength A,

- one board of thickness g having a width A-2g and a
length 2A-2g,

in which at least one of the boards having a width A and
alength 2A or the board having a width A-2g and a length
2A-2g comprise module connection means.

[0023] Preferably, in the kit for assembly of a furniture
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module according to the present invention, each one of
said boards comprises module connection means.
[0024] Advantageously, inthe kit for assembly of a fur-
niture module according to the present invention, the
module connection means comprise module connection
holes.

[0025] Preferably, the kit for assembly of a furniture
module according to the present invention further com-
prises at least one board of thickness g having a width
A-2g and a length A-g.

[0026] Advantageously, the kit for assembly of a furni-
ture module according to the present invention further
comprises at least one board of thickness g having a
width A-2g and a length 2A-2g.

[0027] In particularly preferred embodiments, the kit
according to the present invention is made up of seven
assembled parts (two bases, three lateral faces and two
parts, one corresponding to a transverse shelf and an-
other which is longitudinal) for creating a self-supporting
box (assembled vertically, horizontally and in all axial di-
rections) that can be used to configure multiple items of
furniture in the dwelling.

[0028] Inthe presentdocument, the expressions "mod-
ule" and "furniture module" are used as equivalents and
interchangeably. In this document, a regular quadrangu-
lar prism is considered to be a specific case of a rectan-
gular prism. In the present document, a square is con-
sidered to be a specific case of a quadrilateral. In this
document, the directions: horizontal, vertical, above, be-
low, etc. are understood with reference to the position of
rest of the furniture or furniture module, in other words
with reference to the position in which one of the faces
is placed on the floor or parallel to the floor.

[0029] To aid understanding of the invention, drawings
showing an embodiment of a furniture module and an
item of furniture according to the present invention are
attached by way of illustrative but non-limiting example.

- Figure 1A shows a perspective view of a first em-
bodiment of a furniture module according to the
present invention.

- Figure 1B shows a perspective view of a second em-
bodiment of a furniture module according to the
present invention.

- Figure 1C shows a perspective view of a third em-
bodiment of a furniture module according to the
present invention.

- Figure 2A shows a perspective view of a fourth em-
bodiment of a furniture module according to the
present invention.

- Figure 2B shows a perspective view of a fifth em-
bodiment of a furniture module according to the
present invention.
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- Figure 2C shows a perspective view of a sixth em-
bodiment of a furniture module according to the
present invention.

- Figure 3 shows a front elevation, rear elevation and
plan view of a long board of an embodiment of a
furniture module according to the present invention.

- Figure 4 shows a front elevation, rear elevation and
plan view of a short board of an embodiment of a
furniture module according to the present invention.

- Figure 5 shows a front elevation, rear elevation and
plan view of a rear board of an embodiment of a
furniture module according to the present invention.

- Figure 6 shows a partially exploded perspective view
of an embodiment of a furniture module of figure 1A.

- Figure 7 shows a perspective view of a first embod-
iment of an item of furniture according to the present
invention.

- Figure 8 shows a perspective view of a second em-
bodiment of an item of furniture according to the
present invention.

- Figure 9 shows a perspective view of a third embod-
iment of an item of furniture according to the present
invention.

- Figure 10 shows a perspective view of a fourth em-
bodiment of an item of furniture according to the
present invention.

[0030] In the figures, the same or equivalent elements
have been designated using the same numerals.
[0031] In the figures of the present document, the
lengths, relative distances, etc. are defined on the basis
of the parameters A and g, A being the width of the fur-
niture module 1 and g the thickness of the boards of which
it is composed. What matters is the ratios established
between A and g, not the values that these parameters
may have.

[0032] Figures 1A, 1B and 1C show three embodi-
ments of a furniture module according to the present in-
vention. In these three embodiments, the furniture mod-
ule 1 is in a vertical or upright position, in other words
with the long sides 20, 20’, or lateral sides, perpendicular
to the floor and with the short sides 10, 10°, or top and
bottom covers, parallel to the floor.

[0033] The three embodiments shown in figures 1A,
1B and 1C essentially differ in terms of the number of
shelves 40 that they include. As can be seen, the first
embodiment shown in figure 1A does not have any
shelves, this being the most simple embodiment out of
those shown here. The second embodiment shown in
figure 1B includes a single shelf 40 placed halfway along
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the internal space of the furniture module 1. In the third
embodiment shown in figure 1C, the module 1 includes
two shelves 40 distributed such that the internal space
ofthe module 1is divided into three equal parts. However,
in other embodiments the internal partitions defined by
the shelves 40 may not be uniform, in other words each
one of them may have a different volume.

[0034] Figures 2A, 2B and 2C show three different ver-
sions of an embodiment of a furniture module according
to the present invention. In these three embodiments,
the furniture module 1 is in a horizontal position or lying
down, in other words with the long sides 20, 20’ parallel
to the floor and with the short sides 10, 10’ perpendicular
to the floor.

[0035] The three embodiments shown in figures 2A,
2B and 2C essentially differ in terms of the number of
shelves 50 that they include. As can be seen, the third
embodiment shown in figure 2A does not have any
shelves, this being the most simple embodiment out of
those shown here and similar to the embodiment of figure
1A. The fifth embodiment shown in figure 2B includes a
single shelf 50 placed halfway along the internal space
of the module 1. In the sixth embodiment shown in figure
2C, the furniture module 1 includes two shelves 50 dis-
tributed such that the internal space of the module 1 is
divided into three equal parts. However, in other embod-
iments the internal partitions defined by the shelves 50
may not be uniform, in other words each one of them
may have a different volume.

[0036] As can be seen in the embodiments shown in
figures 1B, 1C, 2B and 2C, the shelves 40, 50 are per-
pendicular to the boards or walls with which they are in
contact.

[0037] The shelves 40 in the embodiments shown in
figures 1B and 1C may also be referred to as short
shelves 40, while the shelves 50 in the embodiments
shown in figures 2B and 2C may also be referred to as
long shelves 50. In the examples shown, both types of
shelves 40, 50 have a thickness g and a width A-2g, in
which A is the width of the lateral boards 20, 20’, which
in the embodiments shown in figures 1 to 6 is the same
as the width and depth of the furniture module 1. How-
ever, the short shelves 40 have a length A-2g, while the
long shelves 50 have a length 2A-2g.

[0038] Although not visible in figures 1A, 1B, 1C, 2A,
2B and 2C, in said embodiments the furniture module 1
comprises module connection means like those that can
be seen in figures 3 to 6. The connection means that are
not used may be concealed, or at least disguised, using
trims or covers that cover or conceal them.

[0039] Figures 1A, 1B, 1C, 2A, 2B and 2C do not show
how the various parts or boards making up the furniture
module 1 fit together.

[0040] Inthe sixembodiments shown, the shortboards
10, 10’ are all the same. The long boards 20, 20’ are also
all the same in the embodiments shown in figures 1A,
1B, 1C, 2A, 2B and 2C. However, in other embodiments,
the short board 10 may be different to the short board
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10’ and/or the long board 20 may be different to the long
board 20’. Differences between the dimensions of the
short boards 10, 10’ and between the long boards 20,
20’ may be due to the way in which the various boards
making up the furniture module 1 fit together.

[0041] In the six embodiments shown, the furniture
module has dimensions 2A X A X A and may be com-
bined with other modules two-dimensionally or three-di-
mensionally.

[0042] Figure 3 shows in front elevation, rear elevation
and plan view a long board 20 of an embodiment of a
furniture module according to the present invention. As
can be seen, in the embodiment shown the long panel
20 has a length 2A and a width A, a thickness g and
comprises two holes 21 for connecting furniture modules.
However, in other embodiments the long panel may have
a different number of connection holes, for example one
orthree. In embodiments comprising more than two mod-
ule connection holes, preferably the height of said mod-
ule, and therefore the length of the long panels, may also
be greater, for example in the case of three holes, the
height of the module may preferably be 3A.

[0043] Inthe example shown, the two module connec-
tion holes 21 are at a distance A/2 from their respective
longitudinal ends of the long panel 20. With respect to
the width of the long panel 20, the two holes are on the
longitudinal axis of the panel, in other words centered at
a distance A/2 from the sides of the long panel 20.
[0044] The long board or panel 20 may also include a
plurality of perimeter holes 23. This plurality of perimeter
holes 23 may be used to secure one or more shelves 40,
50. The plurality of perimeter holes 23 makes it possible
to select the position of the shelves 40, 50 that best suits
the needs and/or taste of the user. To this end, a first end
of a dowel may be inserted in one of said perimeter holes
23 and a second end of said dowel may be inserted in a
hole in a shelf 40, 50. Said dowel may be made of wood,
plastic or another suitable material. Preferably, use is
made of several dowels housed in several holes to pro-
vide a strong, solid connection between the parts. More
preferably, use is made of two dowels and two pairs of
holes (one in each part to be connected), for connecting
the various parts of the furniture module 1.

[0045] In addition to the perimeter holes 23, the long
board 20 shown in figure 3 also has holes 22 for the
insertion of a dowel for securing the long board 20 to the
rear panel 30 and to the shortboards 10, 10’. These holes
22 are in the areas of the long board 20 intended to re-
ceive the rear panel 30 and the short boards 10, 10°.
[0046] The means for connecting the various parts of
the module 1 described above are just an example. Any
other type of connection means that can be used to con-
nect parts, more specifically to connect parts at 90 de-
grees, may be used such as an eccentric nut and bolt
assembly, etc.

[0047] The plurality of perimeter holes 23 in the long
board 20 also makes it possible to secure hinges, pref-
erably two, for hinging a door. To this end, the hinges are
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configured to be secured, preferably, in two of said pe-
rimeter holes 23.

[0048] Since, in the examples shown here, the long
panel 20 is identical to the long panel 20’, the above ex-
planation is also valid for the long panel 20'.

[0049] Figure 4 shows a front elevation, rear elevation
and plan view of a short board or panel in an embodiment
of a furniture module according to the present invention.
As can be seen, in the example shown the base or short
board 10 measures A by A-2g. These measurements
mean that, once the module 1 has been assembled, the
base of the prism defined by the module 1 is a square
measuring A by A.

[0050] Inthe embodimentshown, the sides measuring
Aarethose viawhich the longboards 20, 20’ are secured,
while the side measuring A-2g is the side via which the
rear board 30 is secured.

[0051] As can be seen, the short board 10 shown has
a module connection hole 11 located in the center of the
board, in other words at a distance A/2 from the long
ends and at a distance (A-2g)/2 from the short ends.
Thesedistances are such that, when the furniture module
1 is fully assembled, the module connection hole 11 is
located in the center of the face or base of the prism
defined by the module 1.

[0052] In the example shown, the short board 10 has
a plurality of holes 12 for the insertion of a dowel for se-
curing the short board 10 to the long panels 20, 20’ and
to the rear panel 30. Specifically, these holes are in the
area intended to receive the long boards 20, 20’ and the
rear board 30, respectively. In the embodiment shown,
this plurality of holes 12 for the insertion of a securing
dowel comprises two holes 12.

[0053] Since, in the examples shown here, the short
panel 10 is similar to the short panel 10°, the above ex-
planation is also valid for the short panel 10’.

[0054] Figure 5 shows a front elevation, rear elevation
and plan view of a rear board in an embodiment of a
furniture module according to the present invention. In
the embodiment shown, the rear board 30 has a length
2A-2g. This is because the mentioned rear board 30 is
connected to the short board 10’ via the upper or internal
face thereof, while it is connected to the short board 10
via the lower or internal face thereof, such that the height
of the module 1 shown is 2A.

[0055] In this embodiment, the rear board 30 has a
width A-2g since this rear board 30 is connected to the
long boards 20, 20’ via its sides, such that when the mod-
ule 1 has been assembled it has a width A. Since, as
explained above, in the embodiment shown the long
boards have a width A, the assembled furniture module
1 also has a depth A.

[0056] In the example shown, the rear board 30 has
two module connection holes 31. The two holes 31 are
aligned with the longitudinal axis of the rear board 30, in
other words they are at a distance (A-2g)/2 from the sides
of this board, such that when the module 1 has been
assembled, the holes 31 are in the middle of the rear face
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of the module 1. In addition to the above, the two holes
31 are located at a distance (A/2)-g from the proximal
ends of the board 30, such that when the module 1 has
been assembled, the hole 31 is at a distance A/2 from
the upper face and lower face, respectively.

[0057] Alsointhe example shown, itcomprises on both
sides, and on the upper and lower face, a plurality of
holes 32 for receiving a securing dowel, for securing the
rear board 30 to the long boards 20, 20’ and to the short
boards 10, 10’. Said plurality of holes 32 is in the middle
of the sides of the rear board 30, in other words at a
distance g/2 from the front and rear face of the latter.
[0058] Figure 6 shows a partially exploded perspective
view of an embodiment of a furniture module according
to the present invention. In this exploded view it can be
seen that the long boards 20, 20’ are connected to the
assembly formed by the short covers 10, 10’ together
with the rear board 30. As can be seen, in the example
shown the long boards 20, 20’ are connected to the as-
sembly formed by the rear board 30 and the short covers
10, 10’ via the sides of the various parts forming this
assembly.

[0059] As explained above, in the embodiment shown
the various parts or pieces forming the furniture module
1 are connected by means of dowels 60 that are inserted
in respective holes 12, 22, 32 in two parts 10, 10, 20,
20’, 30 to be connected, such that by dimensional inter-
ference between the dowel 60 and the holes 12, 22, 32
in which itis housed, the respective parts 10, 10’, 20, 20’,
30 are secured. These dowels 60 may be made of wood
or of any other material suitable for this use.

[0060] The holes 12,22, 32 for receiving securing dow-
els 60, and the perimeter holes 23 in the long boards 20,
20’, have been shown in figures 3 to 5 using crosses
marking their center to simplify the illustration thereof.
However, it should be understood that these crosses are
actually circular holes, preferably not through holes, al-
though they may be through holes as well.

[0061] Although the description above relates to se-
curing of the parts using dowels, other types of securing
means may be used, such as forexample adhesive, nails,
eccentric nut and bolt systems, etc.

[0062] Although, as explained above, in the furniture
module according to the present invention what matters
is the ratios between the various faces, connection holes,
etc. of the module, the dimensions of an embodiment of
a module according to the present invention will be de-
scribed in detail below, by way of illustrative and non-
limiting example. Preferably, the value of A correspond-
ing to the width of the base of the module is 36 cm. There-
fore, the height of the furniture module is 72 cm. This
height means that said module is suitable for creating
items of furniture in table form, since this height allows
the table top to be at an ergonomically optimal height
(see figure 10). On the basis of the above, and bearing
in mind that the bases of the furniture module 1 are a
square, the dimensions of said module are 36 X 36 X
72 cm. Preferably, the thickness of the various boards
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included in the furniture module 1 is 1.6 cm. The other
dimensions of the furniture module 1 shown in figures 1
to 6 may be deduced from these parameters together
with the geometric ratios described above.

[0063] The abovementioned dimensions are intended
purely for illustrative purposes and it must be understood
that the furniture module according to the present inven-
tion may have any type of measurements as long as they
comply with the geometric ratios described above.
[0064] Figure 7 shows a perspective view of a firstem-
bodiment of an item of furniture according to the present
invention. The item of furniture 1000 shown in figure 7 is
made up of eight furniture modules 100, 110, 120, 130,
140, 150, 160, 170 similar to those shown in figures 1 to
6, connected together using respective module connec-
tion means in such a way that they form a shelving unit,
although in the perspective view used the modules 110,
150 are hidden and cannot be seen. Each of the modules
100, 110, 120, 130, 140, 150, 160, 170 forming the item
of furniture 1000 in this embodiment include a short shelf
40, such that the internal space of each module is divided
into two substantially equal parts.

[0065] Inthe embodiment shown in figure 7, the mod-
ules 100, 110, 120, 130 in the lower level of the item of
furniture are connected to the modules 140, 150, 160,
170 in the upper level by means of module connection
holes present in the upper short board of the modules
100, 110, 120, 130 in the lower level and in the lower
short board of the modules 140, 150, 160, 170 in the
upper level. Furthermore, the modules 100, 110, 120,
130, 140, 150, 160, 170 in each level are connected to-
gether by means of connection holes made in one of the
long boards and in the rear board.

[0066] Figure 8 shows a perspective view of a second
embodiment of an item of furniture according to the
present invention. This figure illustrates the great flexi-
bility permitted by the modules according to the present
invention when creating different types of furniture with
all kinds of configurations. The item of furniture 2000 in
the second embodimentis also a shelving unit, but unlike
the item of furniture 1000 in the first embodiment, the
item of furniture 2000 only includes three furniture mod-
ules 200, 210, 220. In the item of furniture 2000, the mod-
ules 200, 220 are positioned horizontally or lying down,
in other words with the long faces parallel to the floor and
the bases or short faces perpendicular to the floor. The
module 200 includes a long shelf 50 positioned such that
its internal space is divided in two. The module 210 is
arranged vertically or erect, in other words with the bases
or short faces parallel to the floor, and connected to the
modules 200, 220 in such a way as to form two recesses
of cubic shape (intheimages only one of the twoiis visible,
the other being hidden due to the perspective view used).
The module 210 includes a short shelf 40.

[0067] Regarding the connections between modules
200, 210, 220, the module 200 is connected to the module
210 via the rear panel of the module 200 and via a long
panel of the module 210. In turn, this module 210 is con-
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nected via its rear panel to the rear panel of the module
220, the lower long panel of which is connected to the
upper long panel of the module 200.

[0068] Figure 9 shows a front perspective view of a
third embodiment of an item of furniture according to the
present invention. The item of furniture 3000 shown in
figure 9 is a shelving unit for a living room having a space
or cavity intended to house, preferably, a television set.
This item of furniture 3000 includes six furniture modules
300, 310, 320, 330, 340, 350 arranged in such a way that
there is an empty space with dimensions equivalent to
two modules in which a television set, etc. can be placed.
[0069] In the item of furniture 3000, the modules 300,
320, 330, 350 are arranged horizontally, in other words
with the long sides parallel to the floor, while the modules
310, 340 are arranged vertically, in other words with the
long sides perpendicular to the floor, between the mod-
ules 300, 320 and 350, 330 respectively. The modules
300, 320, 330, 350 include a long shelf 50 while the mod-
ules 310, 340 include a short shelf 40.

[0070] Theitem of furniture 3000 shown in figure 9 may
be considered a two-dimensional combination of the var-
jous furniture modules 300, 310, 320, 330, 340, 350 of
which it is formed, since all of the modules 300, 310, 320,
330, 340, 350 are arranged in the same plane. By con-
trast, the items of furniture 1000, 2000 shown in figures
7 and 8 may be considered a three-dimensional combi-
nation of the various furniture modules 100, 110, 120,
130, 140, 150, 160, 170 and 200, 210, 220, respectively,
of which they are formed.

[0071] In the two-dimensional combinations the vari-
ous furniture modules are combined or connected plac-
ing one beside the other and/or one on top of the other.
In the three-dimensional combinations, the modules may
also be arranged in front of or behind the other modules.
[0072] Figure 10 shows a perspective view of a fourth
embodiment of an item of furniture according to the
present invention. As can be seen, in this embodiment
the item of furniture 4000 is a table including a table top
or board 440 and four furniture modules 400, 410, 420,
430 serving as legs for the table. In this case, the table
top 440 is connected to the modules 400, 410, 420, 430
via the module connection means present in the upper
short board of each module 400, 410, 420, 430. These
furniture modules 400, 410, 420, 430 may also include
one or more short shelves 40.

[0073] The item of furniture 4000 may also be consid-
ered a three-dimensional combination of several furni-
ture modules.

[0074] In Figures 1 to 10, the embodiments of a furni-
ture module shown essentially have the shape of a reg-
ular quadrangular prism, in other words a prism of which
the bases are two squares and of which the long faces,
or lateral faces, are equal rectangles.

[0075] All of the furniture modules shown in the above
figures have the advantage that they are self-supporting
and retain their structural integrity irrespective of whether
they are connected to other modules or not. This means,
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for example, that in the event of a house move, it is not
necessary to dismantle the item of furniture entirely, but
it is simply necessary to disconnect the various modules
of which it is formed, and the modules may be moved
from one location to another without even the need to
empty them of the objects contained inside. This greatly
facilitates house moves or moving an item of furniture
from one room to anotherin the same dwelling, office, etc.
[0076] The transport of modules from one location to
another is facilitated in the embodiments that include a
door as this door makes it difficult or even impossible for
the objects contained in the item of furniture to fall out
during transport. However, the modules in embodiments
without doors are also suitable for being moved without
removing the objects contained inside. These embodi-
ments simply require alittle more attention and care when
moving.

[0077] Although the invention has been described and
illustrated with reference to a number of representative
examples, itwill be appreciated thatthese exemplary em-
bodiments are in no way limiting on the present invention
and therefore any of the variants included, directly or as
equivalents, within the content of the attached claims
must be considered to be included within the scope of
the present invention.

Claims

1. Furniture module of essentially regular quadrangular
prismatic shape, this module being open on only one
of its faces, characterized in that the height of the
module is twice the width of the rectangular bases,
and in that it comprises module connection means
on at least one of its long faces.

2. Module according to claim 1, characterized in that
it further comprises module connection means on
one of its bases.

3. Module according to claim 2, characterized in that
it comprises module connection means on all of its
faces.

4. Module according to any one of the preceding
claims, characterized in that the module connec-
tion means comprise module connection holes.

5. Module according to claim 4, characterized in that
it comprises two module connection holes on its long
faces, both holes being aligned with the longitudinal
axis on its respective long face.

6. Module according to claim 5, characterized in that
the distance from each module connection hole to
the respective proximal ends of the face in which
they are comprised is half the width of the bases of
the module.
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Module according to any one of claims 4 to 6, char-
acterized in thatthe module connection hole in each
base is located in the center thereof.

Module according to any one of the preceding
claims, characterized in that said module is open
on only one of its long faces.

Module according to any one of claims 1 to 7, char-
acterized in that said module is open on only one
of its short faces.

Module according to any one of the preceding
claims, characterized in that its faces are defined
by boards of uniform thickness.

Module according to any one of the preceding
claims, characterized in that it further comprises at
least one shelf.

Kit for assembly of a furniture module as claimed in
any one of claims 1 to 11, which comprises:

- two boards of thickness g having a width A and
a length 2A,

- two boards of thickness g having a width A-2g
and a length A,

- one board of thickness g having a width A-2g
and a length 2A-2g,

in which at least one of the boards having a width A
and a length 2A or the board having a width A-2g
and a length 2A-2g comprise module connection
means.

Kitaccordingto claim 12, characterized inthateach
one of said boards comprises module connection
means.

Kit according to claim 12 or 13, characterized in
that the module connection means comprise module
connection holes.

Kit according to any one of claims 12 to 14, charac-
terized in that it further comprises atleast one board
of thickness g having a width A-2g and a length A-g.

Kit according to any one of claims 12 to 15, charac-
terized in that it further comprises atleast one board
of thickness g having a width A-2g and a length 2A-
2g.
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