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(54) CLAMPING TOOL

(57) To provide a binder capable of smoothly adding
or removing paper bound in a booklet shape regardless
of the material of a cover.

A binder 1 forming a booklet by bundling end portions
of a plurality of sheets of paper such that paper addition
or removal is possible includes a spread-shaped cover
4 configured for sandwiching the bundle of a plurality of
sheets of paper, a long cover member 2 having an open-
ing portion along a spine portion 40 of the cover 4, and
a plurality of clips 3 arranged so as to be configured for
moving forward and backward in the opening portion of
the cover member 2 and having a pair of holding pieces
31 and 32 and claw portions 3A respectively extending
inward from tips of the holding pieces 31 and 32. Through
holes 41 and 42 through which the claw portions 3A of
the plurality of clips 3 are respectively inserted are formed
in each of a front cover member 4A and a back cover
member 4B of the cover 4.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a binder used
to form a booklet by bundling end portions of a plurality
of sheets of paper.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] A booklet such as a notebook and a book is
formed by end portions of a plurality of sheets of paper
being bound by means of glue, a thread, or the like. In
addition, a user may form a booklet by binding a plurality
of sheets of paper in order to classify and organize doc-
uments or the like as needed. In the related art, so-called
ring files and the like have been often used in such a
case. For example, a ring file is provided with a front
cover folded in half and an annular fastening tool as hold-
ing means for holding a plurality of sheets of paper on
the back surface of the front cover, a through hole in a
document is formed by means of a punch or the like, the
annular fastening tool is inserted through the through
hole, and then paper can be added or removed as need-
ed.
[0003] In addition, a binder that is illustrated in Patent
Literature 1 includes a long cover member disposed
along the spine portion of a front cover and the cover
member is provided with a clip as holding means. This
clip is a technique known in the related art as illustrated
in Patent Literature 2. The clip of Patent Literature 2 is
formed by an elastic and metallic thin plate being folded
and is formed in a substantially U shape in side view and
so as to open in the front cover direction with a pair of
facing holding pieces extending from the short-direction
end portion of a base portion. The pair of holding pieces
are formed so as to spread ahead in the opening direc-
tion. At the tips of the holding pieces, pressing claws fac-
ing each other are respectively formed so as to be folded
inward to the base portion side. In binding paper, the
bundle of a plurality of sheets of paper is slid and pushed
into a pressing member having a U shape in side view
with the bundle of a plurality of sheets of paper inserted
between the pair of holding pieces of the clip. As a result,
the pair of holding pieces are pinched in the pressing
member and the sheet bundle can be strongly pressed
by the return elastic force of the pair of pressing claws
compressed between the holding piece and the sheet
bundle. By means of such a clip, a document can be
bound in a booklet shape without through hole formation
in the document.
[0004] In addition, in releasing the holding by means
of the clip, the sheet bundle and the pressing member
may be respectively grasped and pulled in a direction of
separation. In the initial stage of pulling the sheet bundle
and the pressing cover portion in the direction of sepa-
ration, the pressing claws of the clip are respectively
pressed against the front surface of the paper on the

uppermost surface and the back surface of the paper on
the lowermost surface against which the pressing claws
of the clip directly abut. Then, the frictional force that acts
on the point of mutual abutment prevents the front and
back surfaces of the sheet bundle from moving relative
to each other. Accordingly, the sliding of the opening in-
ner surface of the pressing member and the surface of
the holding piece of the clip causes the pressing member
and the clip to operate so as to be relatively separated
from each other, the pinching pressure of the holding
piece of the clip is attenuated with the separation, and
the clip-based holding can be released through a simple
operation.
[0005] Returning to Patent Literature 1, in this binder,
three separate clips are arranged in the longitudinal di-
rection of the long cover member. In addition, in Patent
Literature 1, a spread-shaped cover is provided for the
purpose of paper protection and appearance improve-
ment. In this configuration, a bundle of a plurality of
sheets of paper is held and bound by the three clips and
over the cover in a state where the bundle of a plurality
of sheets of paper is sandwiched between the covers.

CITATION LIST

PATENT LITERATURE

[0006]

PATENT LITERATURE 1: JP 2004-330437 A (Page.
1 and FIG. 1)
PATENT LITERATURE 2: JP H09-150593 A (Page.
3 and FIG. 1)

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

TECHNICAL PROBLEM

[0007] In releasing the clip-based holding in the clip
file of Patent Literature 1, the sheet bundle is grasped
with one hand from above the cover, the cover member
is grasped with the other hand, and pulling is performed
in a direction of separation. In a case where the cover is
formed of a synthetic resin or the like and the coefficient
of friction of the surface thereof is low at this time, the
pressing claw of the clip slides on the surface of the cover
and the clip is separated from the cover and the sheet
bundle without the clip and the cover member being rel-
atively separated from each other. Accordingly, the clip
is forcibly removed from the cover and the sheet bundle
with the force of holding by the holding piece unattenu-
ated. Then, the sheet bundle may collapse. In addition,
the clip removed from the cover and the sheet bundle
remains stored in the cover member, and thus the clip
portion that is stored needs to be pulled out once to the
front side during sheet bundle re-binding, which has re-
sulted in an increase in the complexity of paper addition
or removal.
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[0008] The present invention has been made in view
of such a problem, and an object of the present invention
is to provide a binder capable of smoothly adding or re-
moving paper bound in a booklet shape regardless of the
material of a cover.

SOLUTION TO PROBLEM

[0009] In order to solve the above problem, the binder
according to the present invention, which is a binder form-
ing a booklet by bundling end portions of a plurality of
sheets of paper such that paper addition or removal is
possible, includes: a spread-shaped cover configured for
sandwiching the bundle of a plurality of sheets of paper;
a long cover member having an opening portion along a
spine portion of the cover; and a plurality of clips arranged
so as to be configured for moving forward and backward
in the opening portion of the cover member and having
a pair of holding pieces and claw portions respectively
extending inward from tips of the holding pieces, wherein
through holes through which the claw portions of the plu-
rality of clips are respectively inserted are formed in each
of a front cover member and a back cover member of the
cover. According to the aforesaid feature of the present
invention, the claw portions of the plurality of clips are
inserted through the through holes formed in the cover
and directly abut against the front surface of the paper
on the uppermost surface and the back surface of the
paper on the lowermost surface, respectively. Accord-
ingly, when the bundle of a plurality of sheets of paper is
grasped from above the front cover and the sheet bundle
and the cover member are pulled so as to be separated
from each other, the frictional force that acts on the point
where the claw portion and the sheet bundle abut against
each other causes the cover member and the plurality of
clips to operate so as to be relatively separated from each
other without the clip and the sheet bundle moving rela-
tive to each other. Then, the pinching pressure of the
holding pieces of the plurality of clips is attenuated during
one operation with the separation. In addition, the plural-
ity of clips are pulled out of the opening portion of the
cover member and the holding force is attenuated, and
thus paper can be easily re-inserted into the internal
space of the clip. In this manner, the work of adding or
removing paper bound in a booklet shape can be smooth-
ly performed regardless of the material of the cover.
[0010] It may be preferable that the number of the plu-
rality of clips is two and the clips are arranged near a
longitudinal middle of the cover member. According to
this preferable configuration, the clips are arranged near
the middle of the long cover member. Accordingly, in a
case where a bundle of a plurality of sheets of paper and
the cover member are inclined and pulled so as to be
separated from each other, the clip positioned on one
longitudinal side away from the tilting fulcrum is moved
so as to be separated to a large extent from the cover
member. The clip positioned on the other longitudinal
side near the tilting fulcrum is also moved in the direction

of separation by following the clip on one side and the
holding force of both clips can be attenuated by one op-
eration.
[0011] It may be preferable that a dimension from the
tip to a rear end of the holding piece of the clip and a
dimension from the spine portion of the cover to a spine
portion-side edge portion of the through hole are sub-
stantially equal to each other. According to this preferable
configuration, when the cover member and the cover are
moved in a direction of separation, the inner corner por-
tion that is the boundary between the holding piece and
the claw portion and the spine portion-side edge portion
of the through hole abut against each other, the clip
moves together with the cover, and the clip can be reliably
pulled out of the opening portion of the cover member.
[0012] It may be preferable that a decorative member
externally fittable to the cover member is detachably ar-
ranged on the cover member. According to this prefera-
ble configuration, the booklet bound to the binder is easily
identified by means of the decorative member externally
fitted to the cover member.
[0013] It may be preferable that a front-rear dimension
of the through hole is smaller than a front-rear dimension
of the claw portion. According to this preferable configu-
ration, the claw portion inserted through the through hole
is unlikely to escape from the through hole and excellent
operability is achieved.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0014]

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating the binder
and the biding object according to an embodiment
of the present invention.
FIG. 2 is a perspective view illustrating an aspect in
which the biding object is held by means of the bind-
er.
FIG. 3 is an upper view illustrating an aspect in which
the cover is unfolded.
FIG. 4A is a view illustrating a storage release state
where the clip is completely pulled out of a cover
member.
FIG. 4B is a view illustrating an aspect in which the
biding object is inserted in the internal space of the
clip and an end portion of the biding object abuts
against the back end portion of the clip.
FIG. 4C is a view illustrating the clip that is stored in
the cover member.
FIG. 5A is a view illustrating a state where the clip
protrudes from the cover member to weaken the
holding state of a claw portion.
FIG. 5B is a view illustrating an aspect in which the
spine portion-side edge portion of the through hole
of the cover abuts against the inner corner portion
of the clip.
FIG. 5C is a view illustrating the storage release state
where the clip is completely pulled out of the cover
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member.
FIG. 6 is a view in which the cover member and a
front cover portion are relatively moved in a direction
in which the cover member and the cover are mutu-
ally inclined and separated from each other.
FIG. 7 illustrates the cover member and the clip ac-
cording to the example and the cover according to
a modification example.
FIG. 8 is a view in which the cover according to the
modification example is arranged on the clip.
FIG. 9A illustrates a modification example 1 of the
cover member.
FIG. 9B illustrates another modification example 2
of the cover member.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0015] Modes for carrying out the binder according to
the present invention will be described below based on
embodiments.

[Embodiment]

[0016] The binder according to an embodiment of the
present invention will be described with reference to
FIGS. 1 to 7. In the following description, the upper right
side of the plane of FIG. 1 and the right side of the paper
of FIG. 4 will be referred to as the front side, and the
description will be provided with reference to the up-
down, left-right, front-rear directions when viewed from
the front side.
[0017] As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, a binder 1 ac-
cording to the embodiment of the present invention is a
filing tool for removably holding a biding object P inserted
in an internal space S1 of the binder 1 and binding it in
a booklet shape. The binder 1 is long and extends in the
up-down direction. The binder 1 includes a cover member
2 having a substantially U-shaped cross section with its
front surface (upper right in FIG. 1) open in the longitu-
dinal direction, two clips 3 and 3 built in the cover member
2 in an engagement state and arranged apart from each
other in the longitudinal direction, and a spread-shaped
cover 4 covering the biding object P.
[0018] The biding object P that can be bound by the
binder 1 is a paper leaf such as a letter and a memo,
another sheet, a booklet, a document, or the like. In this
example, the biding object P is a bundle of A4 copy paper.
[0019] As illustrated in FIGS. 3, the cover 4 is config-
ured as a deformable sheet made of, for example, poly-
propylene, polyethylene terephthalate, another elastic
resin, paper, or the like. Fold portions 43 and 43 parallel
to each other are formed so as to extend in the up-down
direction in the substantially center of the unfolded cover
4 in the left-right direction. Partitioned by the fold portions
43 and 43, a spine portion 40 having a lateral width is
formed between the fold portions 43 and 43. A front cover
member 4A and a back cover member 4B are formed on
the left and right sides of the spine portion 40.

[0020] Through holes 41 and 42 having the same rec-
tangular shape are formed on each of the front cover
member 4A and the back cover member 4B of the cover
4. The through holes 41 and 42 are formed near the cent-
er of the cover member 4 in the up-down direction. Fur-
ther, the through holes 41 and 42 of the front cover mem-
ber 4A and the through holes 41 and 42 of the back cover
member 4B are formed close to the spine portion 40 in
the left-right direction. Further, the through holes 41 and
41 and the through holes 42 and 42 is respectively formed
symmetrically with respect to the spine portion 40. When
the fold portions 43 and 43 are folded in the same direc-
tion, the through holes 41 and 41 and the through holes
42 and 42 are opposed to each other (see FIG. 4). Fur-
thermore, fold portions 44 and 44 are formed in the up-
down direction of the cover 4 so as to extend along spine
portion-side edge portions 41a, 41a, 42a, 42a on the side
of the spine portion 40 of the through holes 41 and 41
and the through holes 42 and 42, respectively. Accord-
ingly, the cover 4 can be easily folded with the opening
operation of the front cover member 4A.
[0021] Further, the opening width of the through holes
41 and 42 in the front-rear direction from the spine por-
tion-side edge portions 41a, 41a, 42a, 42a to end portion
side edge portions 41b, 41b, 42b, 42b is formed so as to
be smaller than the front-rear dimension of claw portions
3A, 3A described later. Accordingly, the claw portions
3A, 3A inserting through the through holes 41 and 42 are
not likely to come off from the through holes 41 and 42
and excellent operability is achieved.
[0022] Next, the structures of the clip 3 and the cover
member 2 will be described with reference to FIG. 7. The
clip 3 is a fastener formed so as to be elastically deform-
able, is made mainly of metal, hard synthetic resin, or
the like, is formed into a substantially U shape in cross
section, and is composed of a base portion 33, holding
pieces 31 and 32, and the claw portions 3A and 3A. Spe-
cifically, the base portion 33 having a base portion width
X1 is formed by folding from the vicinity of the center of
the base portion 33, and the holding pieces 31 and 32
are formed to be continuous and spread out from the
opposite ends of the base portion 33. Additionally, at the
tips of the holding pieces 31 and 32, the pair of claw
portions 3A and 3A extending inward toward the base
portion 33 is formed so as to face each other.
[0023] The cover member 2 is formed of a metal, a
hard synthetic resin, or the like so as to be less deform-
able than the clip 3 and a pair of pressing pieces 21 and
22 are formed on the tip side thereof with a substantially
U-shaped cross section and across a base portion 23.
The outer surface side of the base portion 23 functions
as a back cover and a seal or the like is stickable. In
addition, the insertion width Y1 that is formed between
the tips of the pair of pressing pieces 21 and 22 is smaller
than the width X1 of the base portion 33 of the clip 3. In
addition, the insertion width Y1 in the natural state is nar-
rower than the width Y2 of the base portion 23 of a press-
ing cover 5.
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[0024] In addition, engagement protrusions 21a and
22a are formed so as to protrude on the inside surfaces
of the pressing pieces 21 and 22 of the cover member 2
and engagement recesses 3B and 3B (see FIGS. 1 and
2), which are slits, are formed in the holding pieces 31
and 32 of the clip 3. The engagement protrusions 21a
and 22a of the pressing pieces 21 and 22 and the en-
gagement recesses 3B and 3B of the holding pieces 31
and 32 are fitted loosely, and the cover member 2 and
the clips 3 and 3 are slidable and retained. The cover
member 2 is attached to the clip 3 such that the inside
surfaces of the pressing pieces 21 and 22 are slidable
and relatively movable in the insertion (proximity) and
removal (separation) directions of the biding object P
along the outer surfaces of the holding pieces 31 and 32
of the clip 3.
[0025] Next, an aspect in which the biding object P is
held by the binder 1 will be described with reference to
FIGS. 4A to 4C. First, as illustrated in FIG. 4A, the biding
object P as a bundle of a plurality of stacked sheets of
paper is grasped and inserted into the internal space S1
formed by the front cover member 4A and the back cover
member 4B facing each other in the cover 4. Specifically,
a binding end portion P3 of the biding object P is inserted
until it abuts against the spine portion 40 of the cover 4.
In the process of this insertion, the tips of the pair of claw
portions 3A and 3A of the clip 3 inserted through the
through holes 41 and 42 of the cover 4 and disposed so
as to protrude in the internal space S1 abut against a
front surface P1 and a back surface P2 of the biding object
P, respectively.
[0026] Next, as illustrated in FIG. 4B, the spine portion
40 of the cover 4 abuts against the base portion 33 of
the clip 3 when the biding object P is further pushed in
with the binding end portion P3 of the biding object P
abutting against the spine portion 40 of the cover 4. In
the event of a further push, the clip 3 is pushed in toward
the base portion 23 side of the cover member 2 by the
spine portion 40 of the cover 4.
[0027] The holding pieces 31 and 32 of the clip 3 are
formed so as to be wider than the insertion width Y1 of
the cover member 2. Accordingly, the holding pieces 31
and 32 of the clip 3 are gradually stored into the cover
member 2 while being elastically deformed by being com-
pressed from the up-down direction by the pressing piec-
es 21 and 22 of the cover member 2. The claw portions
3A and 3A are compressed from the up-down direction
by the pressing pieces 21 and 22, and thus an increase
in elastic force occurs as the clip 3 is gradually stored
into the cover member 2 and the biding object P is strong-
ly held.
[0028] As illustrated in FIG. 4C, the clip 3 can be in-
serted until the base portion 33 abuts against the base
portion 23 of the cover member 2. The state where the
base portion 33 of the clip 3 abuts against the base portion
23 of the cover member 2 is a state where the clip 3 is
completely stored. The force of holding by the pair of claw
portions 3A and 3A is maximum in this state where the

binding of the biding object P by means of the binder 1
is completed. It should be noted that an aspect in which
the biding object P is grasped and pushed in toward the
cover member 2 side during binding has been described
and yet the present invention is not limited thereto and
similar binding can be performed by grasping from above
the cover 4 that covers the biding object P.
[0029] Next, an aspect in which the holding state of the
binder 1 and the biding object P is released will be de-
scribed with reference to FIGS. 5A to 5C.
[0030] In removing the biding object P from the binder
1, the biding object P is grasped from above the cover 4
along with the vicinity of the longitudinal middle portion
of the cover member 2 and a relative movement is per-
formed in a direction of mutual separation. As a result of
the relative movement in the direction of mutual separa-
tion, the frictional force caused by the tips of the pair of
claw portions 3A and the front surface P1 and the back
surface P2 of the biding object P causes the clip 3 to act
so as to stay on the cover 4 side. Accordingly, the base
portion 23 of the cover member 2 and the base portion
33 of the clip 3 are separated from each other and the
clip 3 protrudes from the cover member 2. As a result,
the claw portions 3A and 3A are put into the state that is
illustrated in FIG. 5A as the compressive force received
from the up-down direction of the pressing pieces 21 and
22 decreases, the elastic force is attenuated as the clip
3 is gradually pulled out of the cover member 2, and the
holding force on the biding object P decreases.
[0031] Further, when the biding object P is grasped
from above the cover 4 and the cover member 2 and the
biding object P are moved relative to each other in the
direction of separation, the cover 4 is moved toward the
front side on the biding object P. Accordingly, inner corner
portions 34 formed at the boundaries of the claw portions
3A, 3A abut against the spine portion-side edge portions
41a, 42a of the through holes 41 and 42, so that the state
illustrated in FIG. 5B is reached.
[0032] When the cover member 2 and the cover 4 are
further moved relative to each other in the direction of
mutual separation with the state illustrated in FIG. 5B,
the spine portion-side edge portions 41a, 42a of the cover
4 abut against the inner corner portions 34, 34 of the clip
3, and thus the cover 4 acts so as to pull the clip 3 out of
the cover member 2. The holding force of the claw por-
tions 3A and 3A decreases as the cover 4 is pulled out
by the inner corner portion 34, and thus the amount of
the cover 4 pulling the clip 3 out of the cover member 2
increases as a result of the relative movement in the di-
rection of separation. This leads to the storage release
state illustrated in FIG. 5C, where the clip 3 is completely
pulled out of the cover member 2. The holding force of
the claw portions 3A and 3A is minimum at this time.
[0033] In removing the biding object P from the binder
1, the vicinity of the longitudinal upper end portion of the
cover member 2 and the vicinity of the lower end portion
of the cover 4 may be, for example, grasped and unin-
tentionally moved relative to each other in a direction of
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mutual inclination and separation. In such a case, the
clip 3 (upper side of the paper surface) positioned on one
longitudinal side away from the tilting fulcrum is moved
in a direction in which the cover member 2 is separated
to a large extent from the clip 3 due to friction with the
biding object P, the holding force of the claw portion 3A
decreases, and the clip 3 protrudes. Also, in the case of
the cover member 2 and the clip 3 (lower side of the paper
surface) positioned on the other longitudinal side near
the tilting fulcrum, the cover member 2 is formed so as
to extend in the up-down direction and the clips 3 and 3
are arranged closer to the middle side than the end por-
tion of the cover member 2. Accordingly, the clip 3 posi-
tioned on the other side is also moved in the direction of
separation by following the clip 3 on one side, the holding
force of the claw portion 3A decreases, and the clips 3
and 3 protrude as illustrated in FIG. 6. As a result, the
biding object P can be replaced smoothly.
[0034] A cover illustrated in FIG. 7 is a modification
example in which the positions of the pair of through holes
41 and 42 described above are changed. As for a pair of
through holes 410 and 420 of a cover 400 illustrated in
the modification example, the distance from the outside
surface of the spine portion 40 of the cover to the spine
portion-side edge portion of the through hole is changed.
Specifically, in this modification example, a distance b
from the outside surface of the spine portion 40 of the
cover 400 to spine portion-side edge portions 410a and
420a of the through holes 410 and 420 is substantially
equal to a distance a from the inside surface of the base
portion 33 of the clip 3 to the inner corner portion 34
folded back toward the inside surface of the claw portion
3A.
[0035] In attaching the cover 400 to the clip 3, the stor-
age release state where the clip 3 is slid forward from
the cover member 2 is reached, the claw portion 3A on
one side of the clip 3 is inserted into the through hole 410
on one side formed in the cover 400, and the inner corner
portion 34 of the claw portion 3A and the spine portion-
side edge portion 410a of the through hole 410 are
caused to respectively abut. As a result, the claw portion
3A on one side of the clip 3 is engaged with the through
hole 410 on one side. The cover 400 is formed in a de-
formable sheet shape. Accordingly, in engaging the claw
portion 3A on the other side with the through hole 410
on the other side, it is possible to insert the claw portion
3A on the other side of the clip 3 into the through hole
410 on the other side formed in the cover 400 and cause
the inner corner portion 34 of the claw portion 3A and the
spine portion-side edge portion 410a of the through hole
410 to respectively abut by bending the cover 400 on the
inner side of the clip 3 as illustrated in FIG. 8.
[0036] A modification example 1 of the cover member
described above is illustrated in FIG. 9A. As for a cover
member 20 of Modification Example 1, protruding por-
tions 2b, 2c, and 2c extending in the up-down direction
are formed on the rear end portion and both side portions
of an outer surface 2a of the cover member 20. A deco-

rative member 6 that can be externally fitted to the cover
member 20 is detachably arranged on the cover member
20. The decorative member 6 has a substantially U-
shaped cross section, extends in the up-down direction,
and is formed so as to be one size larger than the cover
member 20. The decorative member 6 is substantially
equal in up-down-direction dimension to the cover mem-
ber 20. In addition, recesses 6b, 6c, and 6c extending in
the up-down direction are formed in the rear end portion
and both side portions of an inner surface 6a of the dec-
orative member 6. By the lower end portion of the deco-
rative member 6 being caused to abut against the upper
end portion of the cover member 20 and slid, the protrud-
ing portions 2b, 2c, and 2c and the recesses 6b, 6c, and
6c are engaged with each other and the decorative mem-
ber 6 is externally fitted to the entire outer surface 2a of
the cover member 20.
[0037] The decorative member 6 is formed of a syn-
thetic resin or the like. The strength of the cover member
20 is improved by the decorative member 6 being exter-
nally fitted to the cover member 20. Further, the biding
object P bound to the binder 1 is easily identified by the
color or texture of the decorative member 6 being indi-
vidually changed. In addition, aesthetic improvement is
achieved for the binder 1 by a transparent material being
used for the decorative member 6. In addition, the dec-
orative member 6 has a display portion 6A provided by
outer surface coating, seal attachment, or the like and it
is possible to identify the content of the biding object P
bound to the binder by describing, for example, the title
and content of the biding object P in the display portion
6A. In addition, the display portion 6A of the decorative
member 6 forms a flat display surface on its surface out-
side the outer surface of the base portion of the cover
member. Accordingly, a character or the like can be easily
written in the display portion 6A and identification is fa-
cilitated.
[0038] A modification example 2 of the cover member
described above is illustrated in FIG. 9B. As for a cover
member 12 of Modification Example 2, protruding por-
tions 12b and 12b extending in the up-down direction are
formed on the rear end sides of both side portions of an
outer peripheral surface 12a of the cover member 12. A
decorative member 60 that can be externally fitted to the
rear end portion of the outer peripheral surface 12a is
detachably arranged on the cover member 12. The dec-
orative member 60 has a substantially U-shaped cross
section, extends in the up-down direction, and is formed
so as to be shorter in both side portions than the deco-
rative member 6 of Modification Example 1. The deco-
rative member 60 is substantially equal in up-down-di-
rection dimension to the cover member 12. In addition,
recesses 60b and 60b extending in the up-down direction
are formed in the rear end portion and both side portions
of the inner surface 6a of the decorative member 60. By
the lower end portion of the decorative member 60 being
caused to abut against the upper end portion of the cover
member 12 and slid, the protruding portions 12b and 12b
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and the recesses 60b and 60b are engaged with each
other and the decorative member 60 is externally fitted
to the entire outer surface 2a of the cover member 20.
In addition, since the decorative member 60 is formed
so as to be shorter in both side portions than the deco-
rative member 6, it is lightweight, easy to process, and
conveniently attached to the cover member.
[0039] As described above, in the binder 1 forming a
booklet by bundling the end portions of a plurality of
sheets of paper such that paper addition or removal is
possible, the binder 1 includes the plurality of clips 3 and
the through holes 41 and 42 through which the claw por-
tions 3A of the plurality of clips 3 inserted, respectively,
are formed in each of the front cover member 4A and the
back cover member 4B of the cover member
4Accordingly, the claw portions 3A of the plurality of clips
3 are inserted through the through holes 41 and 42
formed in the cover 4 and directly abut against the front
surface P1 of the paper on the uppermost surface and
the back surface P2 of the paper on the lowermost sur-
face, respectively. Accordingly, when the bundle of a plu-
rality of sheets of paper is grasped from above the front
cover and the sheet bundle and the cover member 2 are
pulled so as to be separated from each other, the frictional
force that acts on the point where the claw portion 3A
and the biding object P abut against each other causes
the cover member 2 and the plurality of clips 3 to operate
so as to be relatively separated from each other without
the clip 3 and the biding object P moving relative to each
other. Then, the pinching pressure of the holding pieces
31 and 32 of the plurality of clips 3 is attenuated during
one operation with the separation, and thus the cover
member 2 and the clip 3 can be easily moved relative to
each other. In addition, the plurality of clips 3 are pulled
out of the opening portion of the cover member 2 and the
holding force is attenuated, and thus paper can be easily
re-inserted into the internal space of the clip 3. In this
manner, the work of adding or removing paper bound in
a booklet shape can be smoothly performed, regardless
of the material of the cover 4, during removal and inser-
tion alike. In addition, in the case of new use, the clip 3
acts so as to be pulled out of the cover member 2 when
the spine portion-side edge portions 41a, 42a of the cover
4 abut against the inner corner portions 34 and 34 of the
clip 3 and the cover member 2 and the cover 4 are rela-
tively moved in a direction away from each other. As a
result, the storage release state can be reached conven-
iently.
[0040] In addition, the two clips 3 are arranged near
the longitudinal middle of the cover member 2 and the
clip 3 is arranged near the middle of the long cover mem-
ber 2. Accordingly, in a case where a bundle of a plurality
of sheets of paper and the cover member 2 are inclined
and pulled so as to be separated from each other, the
clip 3 positioned on one longitudinal side away from the
tilting fulcrum is moved so as to be separated to a large
extent from the cover member 2. The clip 3 positioned
on the other longitudinal side near the tilting fulcrum is

also moved in the direction of separation by following the
clip 3 on one side and the holding force of both clips 3
can be attenuated by one operation.
[0041] Further, the clip 3 includes the inner corner por-
tions 34 folded back toward the internal space from the
front ends of the holding pieces 31 and 32. The dimension
from the rear end of the clip 3 to the inner corner portions
34 and the dimension from the spine portion 40 of the
cover 4 to the spine side edges 41a and 42a of the
through holes 41 and 42 are formed to be substantially
the same. Accordingly, when the cover member 2 is
moved in the direction away from the biding object P, the
inner corner portions 34 and the spine side edges 41a
and 42a of the through holes 41 and 42 abut against each
other, and the clips 3 move together with the cover 4, so
that the clips 3 can be reliably pulled out of the opening
of the cover member 2.
[0042] As described above, the decorative member 6
that can be externally fitted to the cover member 2 is
detachably arranged on the cover member 2. According-
ly, the biding object P bound to the binder is easily iden-
tified by the decorative member 6 being attached to the
cover member 2.
[0043] In addition, the opening width of the through
holes 41 and 42 in the front-rear direction is smaller than
the front-rear-direction dimension of the claw portions
3A, and thus the claw portions 3A inserted through the
through holes 41 and 42 are unlikely to escape from the
through holes 41 and 42.
[0044] Although examples and modification examples
of the present invention have been described above with
reference to the drawings, the specific configuration is
not limited to the examples. Any changes or additions
within the scope of the present invention are included in
the present invention.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

[0045]

1: binder
2: cover member
3,3: clip

3A: claw portion
3B: engagement recess

4: cover

4A: front cover member
4B: back cover member

6: decorative member
12: cover member
20: cover member
21,22: pressing piece
21a,22a: engagement protrusion
23: base portion
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31,32: holding piece
33: base portion
34: inner corner portion
40: spine portion
41,42: through hole
41a,42a: spine portion-side edge portion
60: decorative member
P: biding object (sheet bundle)

Claims

1. A binder forming a booklet by bundling end portions
of a plurality of sheets of paper such that paper ad-
dition or removal is possible, the binder comprising:

a spread-shaped cover configured for sand-
wiching the bundle of a plurality of sheets of pa-
per;
a long cover member having an opening portion
along a spine portion of the cover; and
a plurality of clips arranged so as to be config-
ured for moving forward and backward in the
opening portion of the cover member and having
a pair of holding pieces and claw portions re-
spectively extending inward from tips of the hold-
ing pieces,
wherein through holes through which the claw
portions of the plurality of clips are respectively
inserted are formed in each of a front cover
member and a back cover member of the cover.

2. The binder according to claim 1, wherein the number
of the plurality of clips is two and the clips are ar-
ranged near a longitudinal middle of the cover mem-
ber.

3. The binder according to claim 1 or 2, wherein a di-
mension from the tip to a rear end of the holding
piece of the clip and a dimension from the spine por-
tion of the cover to an edge portion of the through
hole on the spine portion side are substantially equal
to each other.

4. The binder according to any one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein a decorative member externally fittable to
the cover member is detachably arranged on the
cover member.

5. The binder according to any one of claims 1 to 4,
wherein a front-rear dimension of the through hole
is smaller than a front-rear dimension of the claw
portion.

13 14 



EP 4 137 329 A1

9



EP 4 137 329 A1

10



EP 4 137 329 A1

11



EP 4 137 329 A1

12



EP 4 137 329 A1

13



EP 4 137 329 A1

14



EP 4 137 329 A1

15



EP 4 137 329 A1

16



EP 4 137 329 A1

17



EP 4 137 329 A1

18

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 4 137 329 A1

19

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 4 137 329 A1

20

REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION

This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

• JP 2004330437 A [0006] • JP H09150593 A [0006]


	bibliography
	abstract
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report
	cited references

