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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The invention relates to a garment steamer, and
in particular to the refillable water tank included in such
a garment steamer.
[0002] The invention may be used in the field of gar-
ment care.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003] Various types of garment steamer for treating
garments with steam are known. Garment steamers typ-
ically comprise a steam generator and a water tank for
containing water to be supplied to the steam generator.
[0004] Handheld garment steamers can comprise a
steam generator and a detachable water tank integrated
into a single portable hand unit. The water tank has a
water inlet for permitting filling/refilling and emptying of
the water tank. The water inlet can be closed by a door,
e.g. a cap, to retain water in the water tank.
[0005] The water tank typically has a base, or bottom
end portion. The water inlet is, for example, arranged in
the base. Due to limited space at the base of the water
tank, the water inlet and the door tend to be relatively
small, which can hamper filling/refilling and emptying of
the water tank. A more conveniently located water inlet
and door, e.g. which permits the water inlet to be made
larger, would be desirable for facilitating refilling/filling
and emptying of the water tank.
[0006] However, due to the proximity of the water tank
relative to the other components, in particular electrical
components, of the garment steamer, adjusting the po-
sition of the water inlet and door can risk compromising
safety due to potential water spillage onto such compo-
nents. For example, water could be spilled onto a power
connection at which a mains power cord is connected to
the electronics of the garment steamer. Such water spill-
age can increase the risk of the user suffering an electric
shock and/or damage to the garment steamer.
[0007] CN 210 766 066 U discloses a water tank dis-
assembling and assembling structure for a handheld
ironing machine.

OBJECT AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] It is an object of the invention to propose a gar-
ment steamer that avoids or mitigates above-mentioned
problems.
[0009] The invention is defined by the independent
claim.
[0010] The dependent claims define advantageous
embodiments.
[0011] To this end, the garment steamer according to
the invention comprises

- a handle for holding the garment steamer,

- a steam generator for generating steam, and
- a water tank for containing water to be supplied to

the steam generator, the water tank being detacha-
ble from the handle, the water tank comprising:

i) a water inlet for receiving water,
ii) a door assembly being adapted to take a first
position in which the water inlet is fluidly closed,
and a second position in which the water inlet is
opened, the door assembly and the handle be-
ing adapted and cooperating with each other
such that the handle maintains the door assem-
bly in the first position when the water tank is
attached to the handle.

[0012] Thus, the user is first required to detach the wa-
ter tank from the handle in order to be able to fill/refill the
water tank via the water inlet. This may assist to improve
user safety because the risk of splashing of the handle
of the garment steamer, which can include electrical com-
ponents for operation of the steam generator, while fill-
ing/refilling or emptying the water tank is lessened.
[0013] The door assembly and the handle are, in at
least some embodiments, adapted and cooperate with
each other such that the door assembly is immobilized
in the first position when the water tank is attached to the
handle, with the door assembly being permitted to move
to expose the water inlet when the water tank is detached
from the handle.
[0014] The second position can, for instance, be a fully
open position in which the door assembly is moved to
completely expose the water inlet.
[0015] Preferably, the door assembly is pivotable rel-
ative to the water tank to expose the water inlet when the
water tank is detached from the handle.
[0016] Such a pivotable door assembly may facilitate
filling/refilling and emptying of the water tank when the
water tank is detached from the handle. The pivotable
door assembly can provide easier access to fill/refill and
empty the water tank than, for instance, a screw cap
which requires multiple turns to remove.
[0017] In some embodiments, the handle comprises a
portion arranged to contact a part of the door assembly
such that the door assembly is immobilized in the first
position when the water tank is attached to the handle.
[0018] This portion of the handle can be regarded as
a stopper element which, when the water tank is attached
to the handle, immobilizes the door assembly in the first
position.
[0019] In embodiments in which the door assembly is
pivotable relative to the water tank, the portion is prefer-
ably defined by an edge portion of the handle, with the
edge portion abutting the part of the door assembly to
prevent pivoting of the door assembly from the first po-
sition when the water tank is attached to the handle.
[0020] In some embodiments, the water tank compris-
es:
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- an upper end portion to which the handle is detach-
ably coupled,

- a bottom end portion opposite the upper end portion,
and

- a side portion extending between the upper end por-
tion and the bottom end portion, with the water inlet
being arranged in said side portion.

[0021] Arranging the water inlet in the side portion of
the water tank can facilitate filling/refilling and emptying,
for example by permitting the water inlet to be made larg-
er than if the water inlet were to be arranged in one of
the end portions. However, a side portion-arranged water
inlet can risk damage to the garment steamer and/or safe-
ty issues when such a water inlet is openable to admit
water while the water tank remains attached to the han-
dle. Accordingly, the side portion-arranged water inlet, in
the case of the present disclosure, is advantageously
enabled by such filling/refilling or emptying being re-
quired to take place when the water tank is detached
from the handle.
[0022] Preferably, the door assembly comprises a seal
member for sealing the water inlet when the door assem-
bly is in the first position.
[0023] In some embodiments, the door assembly com-
prises a door and a seal member attached to the door
for sealing the water inlet when the door assembly is in
the first position.
[0024] The seal member can assist the door assembly
to fluidly close the water inlet when the door assembly is
in the first position.
[0025] The seal member is preferably formed from an
elastomeric material. Such an elastomeric material can
resiliently deform, and thereby assist the door assembly
to fluidly close the water inlet when the door assembly is
in the first position.
[0026] In some non-limiting examples, the seal mem-
ber comprises a protrusion, and the door door comprises
an engagement member whose shape complements the
protrusion thereby to engage and receive the seal mem-
ber.
[0027] Preferably, the seal member further comprises
an outer groove adapted to match an inner periphery of
the water inlet.
[0028] By the outer groove matching the inner periph-
ery of the water inlet, the sealing of the water inlet in the
first position can be improved. For example, the outer
groove extends around an outer periphery of the seal
member.
[0029] The outer groove can, for instance, extend
around the protrusion.
[0030] The outer groove can enhance the capability of
the seal member to deform/flex when the door assembly
is being opened, thereby reducing the risk of the seal
member becoming detached from the door. The outer
groove also improves the sealing of the water inlet in the
first position, as explained above.
[0031] In some embodiments, the garment steamer

comprises a threaded coupling or a bayonet coupling for
detachably coupling the water tank and the handle.
[0032] Such a coupling can assist to minimise the risk
of the water tank becoming dislodged, or unintentionally
disconnected from the handle, if the user attempts to
force the door assembly open, e.g. to the second position,
without first detaching the water tank from the handle.
[0033] Preferably, the garment steamer is a handheld
garment steamer.
[0034] For example, the steam generator and the de-
tachable water tank are integrated into a single portable
hand unit when the garment steamer is such a handheld
garment steamer.
[0035] Detailed explanations and other aspects of the
invention will be given below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0036] Particular aspects of the invention will now be
explained with reference to the embodiments described
hereinafter and considered in connection with the accom-
panying drawings, in which identical parts or sub-steps
are designated in the same manner :

Figs.1A and 1B depict a garment steamer according
to an example,
Figs.2A and 2B depict a water tank of the garment
steamer shown in Figs. 1A and 1B,
Figs.3A and 3B depict the garment steamer shown
in Figs.1A and 1B with the water tank detached,
Figs.4A and 4B provide cross-sectional views of part
of the garment steamer shown in Figs.1A and 1B,
Fig.5 provides the view of Fig.4B with an inset pro-
viding an enlarged view of a door assembly in a first,
closed, position, and
Fig.6 provides an enlarged view of the door assem-
bly in a second, open, position.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0037] Figs.1A and 1B provide views of a garment
steamer 100 comprising a steam generator 102 for gen-
erating steam. The garment steamer 100 further com-
prises a water tank 104 for containing water to be sup-
plied to the steam generator.
[0038] Water can be transported from the water tank
104 to the steam generator via a suitable water dosing
assembly (not visible in Figs. 1A and 1B).
[0039] The water tank 104 has a water inlet 106 for
receiving water. Thus, the water tank 104 can be filled/re-
filled, and also emptied, via the water inlet 106.
[0040] Referring to Figs.2A and 2B, the water tank 104
also comprises a door assembly 108, 109 adapted to
take a first position P1 in which the water inlet 106 is
fluidly closed, and a second position P2 in which the water
inlet 106 is opened.
[0041] Preferably, the door assembly 108, 109 com-
prises a seal member 109 for sealing the water inlet 106
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when the door assembly is in the first position P1. The
seal member 109 can thus assist the door assembly 108,
109 to fluidly close the water inlet 106 when the door
assembly 108, 109 is in the first position P1.
[0042] The seal member109 can be formed of any suit-
able material capable of minimising or preventing water
leakage from the water tank via the water inlet 106 when
the door assembly 108, 109 is in the first position P1. For
example, the seal member is formed from an elastomeric
material, such as rubber, e.g. silicone rubber.
[0043] The door assembly 108, 109 can include, or in
some examples be, a door 108.
[0044] The above-described seal member 109 can, for
instance, be secured to the door 108, as will be explained
in more detail herein below.
[0045] The door 108 can be formed of any suitable
material, such as a plastic material, e.g. an engineering
thermoplastic.
[0046] Referring again to Figs.1A and 1B, the garment
steamer 100 comprises a handle 110. The handle 110
permits the user to hold the garment steamer 100.
[0047] The handle 110 can also function as a casing
for some of the components, in particular electrical com-
ponents for controlling the steam generator 102. To this
end, the handle 110 can comprise a suitable casing ma-
terial, such as an engineering thermoplastic.
[0048] In at least some embodiments, the garment
steamer 100 is a handheld garment steamer.
[0049] For example, the steam generator 102 and the
water tank 104 are integrated into a single portable hand
unit when the garment steamer 100 is such a handheld
garment steamer.
[0050] More generally, the water tank 104 is detacha-
ble from the handle 110.
[0051] Figs.1A and 1B show the garment steamer 100
with the water tank 104 attached to the handle 110. Figs.
2A and 2B depict the water tank 104 detached from the
handle 110. Figs.3A and 3B show the garment steamer
100 without the water tank 104, in other words after de-
tachment of the water tank 104.
[0052] Detachably coupling the water tank 104 and the
handle 110 can be achieved in any suitable manner. Pref-
erably, a threaded coupling or a bayonet coupling de-
tachably couples the water tank 104 and the handle 110.
[0053] Such a bayonet coupling is employed in the
non-limiting example depicted in the Figures. In this case,
coupling members 112A, 112B are provided at an upper
end portion 114A of the water tank 104, as shown in Figs.
2A and 2B. These coupling members 112A, 112B each
engage with one of the complementary slots 116A, 116B
provided at a lower end 118 of the handle 110, as shown
in Fig.3B. Fig.4A shows the water tank 104 attached to
the handle 110 by the coupling members 112A, 112B
engaging the slots 116A, 116B.
[0054] Numerous alternative ways of detachably cou-
pling the water tank 104 and the handle 110 are conceiv-
able, such as a bayonet coupling with the coupling mem-
bers being instead provided at the lower end 118 of the

handle 110, and the slots being provided at the upper
end portion 114A of the water tank 104.
[0055] More generally, the door assembly 108, 109
and the handle 110 are adapted and cooperate with each
other such that the handle 110 maintains the door as-
sembly 108, 109 in the first position P1 when the water
tank 104 is attached to the handle 110.
[0056] Thus, the user is first required to detach the wa-
ter tank 104 from the handle 110 in order to be able to
fill/refill and empty the water tank 104 via the water inlet
106. This may assist to improve user safety because the
risk of splashing of the handle 110 of the garment steamer
100, which can include electrical components for opera-
tion of the steam generator 102, while filling/refilling and
emptying the water tank 104 is lessened.
[0057] The door assembly 108, 109 can be regarded
as cooperating with the handle 110 of the garment steam-
er 100 such that the door assembly 108, 109 cannot be
opened while the water tank 104 is attached thereto.
[0058] In other words, the door assembly 108, 109 and
the handle 110 are, in at least some embodiments, adapt-
ed and cooperate with each other such that the door as-
sembly 108, 109 is immobilized or locked in the first po-
sition when the water tank 104 is attached to the handle
110, with the door assembly 108, 109 being permitted to
move to expose the water inlet 106 when the water tank
104 is detached from the handle 110.
[0059] When, for example, the water tank 104 is cou-
pled to the handle 110 via the above-described threaded
or bayonet coupling, such a coupling can assist to mini-
mise the risk of the water tank 104 becoming dislodged,
or unintentionally disconnected from the handle 110, if
the user attempts to force the door assembly 108, 109
open, e.g. to the second position P2, without first detach-
ing the water tank 104 from the handle 110.
[0060] In some embodiments, the water tank 104 com-
prises the upper end portion 114A, a bottom end portion
114B opposite the upper end portion 114A, and a side
portion 120 extending between the upper and bottom end
portions 114A, 114B. In such embodiments, the water
inlet 106 is preferably arranged in the side portion 120.
[0061] Arranging the water inlet 106 in the side portion
120 of the water tank 104 can facilitate filling/refilling and
emptying, for example by permitting the water inlet 106
to be made larger than if the water inlet were to be ar-
ranged in one of the end portions 114A, 114B.
[0062] However, a side portion-arranged water inlet
106 can risk damage to the garment steamer 100 and/or
safety issues when such a water inlet 106 is openable to
admit or release water while the water tank 104 remains
attached to the handle 110. Accordingly, the side portion-
arranged water inlet 106 in the case of the present dis-
closure is advantageously enabled by such filling/refilling
or emptying being required to take place when the water
tank 104 is detached from the handle 110.
[0063] The water tank 104 is preferably axially sym-
metric, or substantially axially symmetric, about an axis
A1 extending towards the handle 110 through the centre
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of the water tank 104. For reference, the axis A1 is shown
in Fig.1B.
[0064] The term "substantially axially symmetric" may
reflect the presence of the water inlet 106 and the door
assembly 108, 109, for example at the above-described
side portion 120 of the water tank 104, which may disrupt
the axial symmetry without altering the overall shape of
the water tank 104.
[0065] The door assembly 108, 109 is preferably ar-
ranged at or proximal to the upper end portion 114A of
the water tank 104 where the water tank 104 attaches to
the handle 110. This arrangement is facilitated by the
above-described adaptation and cooperation of the wa-
ter tank 104 and the handle 110 because the latter alle-
viates the potential safety risk, for example of electric
shock, associated with water spill onto components, such
as a power connection, proximal to the upper end portion
114A of the water tank 104.
[0066] Preferably, the door assembly 108, 109 is ro-
tatable. In particular, the door assembly 108, 109 is pref-
erably pivotable relative to the water tank 104 to expose
the water inlet 106 when the water tank 104 is detached
from the handle 110.
[0067] Such a pivotable door assembly 108, 109 may
facilitate filling/refilling and emptying of the water tank
104 when the water tank 104 is detached from the handle
110. The pivotable door assembly 108, 109 can provide
easier access to fill/refill the water tank 104 than, for in-
stance, a screw cap which requires multiple turns to re-
move.
[0068] For example, the door assembly 108, 109 is piv-
otable such that the door assembly 108, 109 swings out-
wardly away from the water tank 104, as shown in Fig.2B.
[0069] Referring to Figs.2B, 5 and 6, the water tank
104 preferably comprises a tank housing 122, and a pivot
coupling 124 pivotably couples the door assembly 108,
109 to the tank housing 122.
[0070] The pivot coupling 124 is thus arranged to per-
mit pivoting, e.g. outward pivoting away from the water
tank 104, of the door assembly 108, 109 relative to the
tank housing 122 to expose the water inlet 106 when the
water tank 104 is detached from the handle 110.
[0071] In some embodiments, the handle 110 compris-
es a portion 126 arranged to contact a part 128 of the
door assembly 108, 109 such that the door assembly
108, 109 is immobilized in the first position P1 when the
water tank 104 is attached to the handle 110.
[0072] This portion 126 of the handle 110 can be re-
garded as a stopper element which, when the water tank
104 is attached to the handle 110, immobilizes the door
assembly 108, 109 in the first position P1, as shown in
Fig.5.
[0073] In embodiments, such as in the non-limiting ex-
ample depicted in the Figures, in which the door assem-
bly 108, 109 is pivotable relative to the water tank 104 to
expose the water inlet 106, the portion 126 can be defined
by an edge portion of the handle 110. This edge portion
126 abuts the part 128 of the door assembly 108, 109 to

prevent pivoting of the door assembly 108, 109 from the
first position P1 to expose the water inlet 106 when the
water tank 104 is attached to the handle 110.
[0074] As shown in Fig.6, when the water tank 104 is
detached from the handle 110, the edge portion 126 of
the handle 110 no longer abuts the part 128 of the door
assembly 108, 109, and the door assembly 108, 109 can
correspondingly be moved, in this case pivoted, to ex-
pose the water inlet 106. Thus, the door assembly 108,
109 can take the second position P2.
[0075] The part 128 of the door assembly 108, 109 can
be in contact with the edge portion 126 of the handle 110
when the water tank 104 is attached to the handle 110.
However, due to manufacturing tolerances of the door
assembly 108, 109 and various parts that form the edge
portion 126 of the handle 110, there could be a relatively
small gap between the part 128 and the edge portion
126. However, this relatively small gap does not hamper
the function of the edge portion 126 and the part 128 to
prevent movement, e.g. pivoting, of the door assembly
108, 109 from the first position P1 to expose the water
inlet 106 when the water tank 104 is attached to the han-
dle 110.
[0076] In the non-limiting example depicted in the Fig-
ures, the pivot coupling 124 is positioned proximal to the
upper end portion 114A, and arranged such that the door
assembly 108, 109 swings or rotates outwards from the
water tank 104 and upwards towards the upper end por-
tion 114A when the door assembly 108, 109 is moving
from the first, fully/fluidly closed, position P1 to the sec-
ond, open, position P2. The edge portion 126 is included
in the lower end 118 of the handle 110.
[0077] By the part 128, in this case a top part 128, of
the door assembly 108, 109 being in contact with the
edge portion 126, or the above-described relatively small
gap being present between the top part 128 and the edge
portion 126, opening of the door assembly 108, 109 when
the water tank 104 is attached to the handle 110 is pre-
vented. In other words, the user has to detach the water
tank 104 from the handle 110 in order to access the water
inlet 106 for filling/refilling or emptying the water tank 104.
[0078] More generally, the second position P2 can be
regarded as a position in which the door assembly 108,
109 is moved sufficiently to expose the water inlet 106
for filling/refilling and emptying the water tank 104.
[0079] The second position P2 can, for instance, be a
fully open position in which the door assembly 108, 109
is moved to completely expose the water inlet 106. An
example of this is depicted in Fig.6.
[0080] In some non-limiting examples, the door as-
sembly 108, 109 further comprises a door holding mem-
ber (not shown) arranged to maintain the door assembly
108, 109 in an open position, such as the fully open po-
sition shown in Fig.6 or a partially open position interme-
diate between the first, closed, position P1 and the fully
open position. Such a door holding member can improve
user convenience due to the user not being required to
themselves hold the door assembly 108, 109 open during
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filling/refilling or emptying of the water tank 104.
[0081] For example, the door holding member com-
prises, or is in the form of, a protrusion arranged such
that a portion of the door assembly 108, 109 rests against
the protrusion while the door assembly 108, 109 is in the
open position, such as the second position P2, to main-
tain the door assembly 108, 109 in the open position.
The protrusion still permits the door assembly 108, 109
to be moved, e.g. pivoted, towards the open or closed
positions by manual forcing of the portion of the door
assembly 108, 109 past the protrusion.
[0082] In some embodiments, such as the non-limiting
example depicted in the Figures, the seal member 109
comprises a protrusion 130, and the door 108 includes
an engagement member 132 whose shape complements
the protrusion 130 thereby to engage and receive the
seal member 109.
[0083] Preferably, the seal member 109 further com-
prises an outer groove 134 adapted to match, e.g. follow
the shape of, an inner periphery of the water inlet 106.
[0084] By the outer groove 134 matching the inner pe-
riphery of the water inlet 106, the sealing of the water
inlet 106 in the first position P1 can be improved. For
example, the outer groove 134 extends around an outer
periphery of the seal member 109.
[0085] The outer groove 134 can, for instance, extend
around the protrusion 130.
[0086] The outer groove 134 can enhance the capa-
bility of the seal member 109 to deform/flex when the
door assembly 108, 109 is being opened, thereby reduc-
ing the risk of the seal member 109 becoming detached
from the door 108.
[0087] Returning to Figs.1A and 1B, following filling of
the water tank 104, closure of the door assembly 108,
109, and attachment of the water tank 104 to the handle
110, the garment steamer 100 can be used to steam
garments.
[0088] To this end, the garment steamer 100 can be
turned on via the power switch 136, e.g. following con-
necting the garment steamer 100 to a mains supply of
electricity via power cord 137A.
[0089] In the non-limiting example shown in the Fig-
ures, the power cord 137A connects to the handle 110
via a power cord grommet 137B. The power cord grom-
met 137B can be formed of any suitable material, such
as thermoplastic polyurethane.
[0090] The steam supply can be controlled via the
steam trigger 138, and the steam generated by the steam
generator 102 is supplied to the garment(s) being
steamed via one or more steam outlets 140 provided in
a treatment plate 142.
[0091] Part of the above-mentioned water dosing as-
sembly is visible in Figs.4A, 4B, 5 and 6, in the form of a
valve arrangement 144. In this example, the valve ar-
rangement 144 comprises a ball valve, included in the
water tank 104, for controlling the flow of water therefrom
towards the steam generator 102.

Claims

1. A garment steamer (100) comprising:

- a handle (110) for holding the garment steam-
er,
- a steam generator (102) for generating steam,
and
- a water tank (104) for containing water to be
supplied to the steam generator, the water tank
being detachable from the handle, the water
tank comprising:

i) a water inlet (106) for receiving water,
ii) a door assembly (108, 109) being adapt-
ed to take a first position (P1) in which the
water inlet is fluidly closed, and a second
position (P2) in which the water inlet is
opened, characterized in that the door as-
sembly and the handle are adapted and co-
operate with each other such that the handle
maintains the door assembly in the first po-
sition (P1) when the water tank is attached
to the handle.

2. The garment steamer (100) according to claim 1,
wherein the door assembly (108, 109) is pivotable
relative to the water tank (104) to expose the water
inlet (106) when the water tank is detached from the
handle (110).

3. The garment steamer (100) according to claim 1 or
claim 2, wherein the handle (110) comprises a por-
tion (126) arranged to contact a part (128) of the door
assembly (108, 109) such that the door assembly is
immobilized in the first position (P1) when the water
tank (104) is attached to the handle.

4. The garment steamer (100) according to claim 3 as
according to claim 2, wherein the portion (126) is
defined by an edge portion of the handle (110), the
edge portion abutting the part (128) of the door as-
sembly (108, 109) to prevent pivoting of the door
assembly from the first position (P1) when the water
tank (104) is attached to the handle.

5. The garment steamer (100) according to any one of
claims 1 to 4, wherein the water tank (104) compris-
es:

- an upper end portion (114A) to which the han-
dle (110) is detachably coupled,
- a bottom end portion (114B) opposite the upper
end portion, and
- a side portion (120) extending between the up-
per end portion and the bottom end portion, with
the water inlet (106) being arranged in said side
portion.
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6. The garment steamer (100) according to any one of
claims 1 to 5, wherein the door assembly (108, 109)
comprises a door (108) and a seal member (109)
attached to the door for sealing the water inlet (106)
when the door assembly is in the first position (P1).

7. The garment steamer (100) according to claim 6,
wherein the seal member (109) is formed from an
elastomeric material.

8. The garment steamer (100) according to claim 6 or
claim 7, wherein the seal member (109) comprises
a protrusion (130), said door comprising an engage-
ment member (132) whose shape complements the
protrusion thereby to engage and receive the seal
member.

9. The garment steamer (100) according to claim 8,
wherein the seal member (109) further comprises an
outer groove (134) adapted to match an inner pe-
riphery of the water inlet (106).

10. The garment steamer (100) according to any one of
claims 1 to 9, comprising a threaded coupling or a
bayonet coupling for detachably coupling the water
tank (104) and the handle (110).

11. The garment steamer (100) according to any one of
claims 1 to 10, wherein the garment steamer is a
handheld garment steamer.

Patentansprüche

1. Kleidungsdämpfer (100), umfassend:

- einen Griff (110) zum Halten des Kleidungs-
dämpfers,
- einen Dampferzeuger (102) zum Erzeugen von
Dampf, und
- einen Wasserbehälter(104) zum Enthalten von
Wasser, das dem Dampferzeuger zuzuführen
ist, wobei der Wasserbehälter vom Griff ab-
nehmbar ist, wobei der Wasserbehälter Folgen-
des umfasst:

i) einen Wassereinlass (106) zum Aufneh-
men von Wasser,
ii) eine Türanordnung (108, 109), die dazu
angepasst ist, eine erste Position (P1), in
der der Wassereinlass flüssigkeitsdicht ver-
schlossen ist, und eine zweite Position (P2),
in der der Wassereinlass geöffnet ist, ein-
zunehmen, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass die Türanordnung und der Griff so an-
gepasst sind und so miteinander zusam-
menwirken, dass der Griff die Türanord-
nung in der ersten Position (P1) hält, wenn

der Wasserbehälter an dem Griff ange-
bracht ist.

2. Kleidungsdämpfer (100) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die
Türanordnung (108, 109) relativ zum Wasserbehäl-
ter (104) schwenkbar ist, um den Wassereinlass
(106) freizulegen, wenn der Wasserbehälter vom
Griff (110) abgenommen ist.

3. Kleidungsdämpfer (100) nach Anspruch 1 oder An-
spruch 2, wobei der Griff (110) einen Abschnitt (126)
umfasst, der dazu angeordnet ist, mit einem Teil
(128) der Türanordnung (108, 109) in Kontakt zu
kommen, so dass die Türanordnung in der ersten
Position (P1) fixiert ist, wenn der Wasserbehälter
(104) an dem Griff angebracht ist.

4. Kleidungsdämpfer (100) nach Anspruch 3 wie nach
Anspruch 2, wobei der Abschnitt (126) durch einen
Kantenabschnitt des Griffs (110) definiert ist, wobei
der Kantenabschnitt an den Teil (128) der Türanord-
nung (108, 109) anstößt, um ein Schwenken der Tür-
anordnung aus der ersten Position (P1) zu verhin-
dern, wenn der Wasserbehälter (104) an dem Griff
angebracht ist.

5. Kleidungsdämpfer (100) nach einem der Ansprüche
1 bis 4, wobei der Wasserbehälter (104) Folgendes
umfasst:

- einen oberen Endabschnitt (114A), an den der
Griff (110) abnehmbar gekoppelt ist,
- einen unteren Endabschnitt (114B) gegenüber
dem oberen Endabschnitt, und
- einen Seitenabschnitt (120), der sich zwischen
dem oberen Endabschnitt und dem unteren En-
dabschnitt erstreckt, wobei der Wassereinlass
(106) in dem Seitenabschnitt angeordnet ist.

6. Kleidungsdämpfer (100) nach einem der Ansprüche
1 bis 5, wobei die Türanordnung (108, 109) eine Tür
(108) und ein an der Tür angebrachtes Dichtungse-
lement (109) zum Abdichten des Wassereinlasses
(106) umfasst, wenn sich die Türanordnung in der
ersten Position (P1) befindet.

7. Kleidungsdämpfer (100) nach Anspruch 6, wobei
das Dichtungselement (109) aus einem elastomeren
Werkstoff gebildet ist.

8. Kleidungsdämpfer (100) nach Anspruch 6 oder An-
spruch 7, wobei das Dichtungselement (109) einen
Vorsprung (130) umfasst, wobei die Tür ein Eingriff-
selement (132) umfasst, dessen Form den Vor-
sprung ergänzt, um dadurch mit dem Dichtungsele-
ment in Eingriff zu kommen und es aufzunehmen.

9. Kleidungsdämpfer (100) nach Anspruch 8, wobei
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das Dichtungselement (109) weiter eine Außennut
(134) umfasst, die dazu angepasst ist, zu einem In-
nenumfang des Wassereinlasses (106) zu passen.

10. Kleidungsdämpfer (100) nach einem der Ansprüche
1 bis 9, der eine Gewindekupplung oder eine Bajo-
nettkupplung zum abnehmbaren Verbinden des
Wasserbehälters (104) und des Griffs (110) umfasst.

11. Kleidungsdämpfer (100) nach einem der Ansprüche
1 bis 10, wobei der Kleidungsdämpfer ein handge-
führter Kleidungsdämpfer ist.

Revendications

1. Centrale vapeur pour vêtements (100),
comprenant :

- une poignée (110) pour maintenir la centrale
vapeur,
- un générateur de vapeur (102) pour générer
de la vapeur, et
- un réservoir d’eau (104) pour contenir de l’eau
destinée à alimenter le générateur de vapeur,
le réservoir d’eau étant détachable de la poi-
gnée, le réservoir d’eau comprenant :

i) une entrée d’eau (106) pour recevoir de
l’eau,
ii) un ensemble porte (108, 109) étant adap-
té pour prendre une première position (P1)
dans laquelle l’entrée d’eau est fermée à
une circulation de fluide, et une seconde po-
sition (P2) dans laquelle l’entrée d’eau est
ouverte, caractérisé en ce que l’ensemble
porte et la poignée sont adaptés et coopè-
rent l’un avec l’autre de telle sorte que la
poignée maintienne l’ensemble porte dans
la première position (P1) lorsque le réser-
voir d’eau est fixé à la poignée.

2. Centrale vapeur pour vêtements (100) selon la re-
vendication 1, dans lequel l’ensemble porte (108,
109) peut pivoter par rapport au réservoir d’eau (104)
pour exposer l’entrée d’eau (106) lorsque le réservoir
d’eau est détaché de la poignée (110).

3. Centrale vapeur pour vêtements (100) selon la re-
vendication 1 ou la revendication 2, dans lequel la
poignée (110) comprend une partie (126) agencée
pour venir en contact avec une partie (128) de l’en-
semble porte (108, 109) de telle sorte que l’ensemble
porte soit immobilisé dans la première position (P1)
lorsque le réservoir d’eau (104) est fixé à la poignée.

4. Centrale vapeur pour vêtements (100) selon la re-
vendication 3 comme selon la revendication 2, dans

lequel la partie (126) est définie par une partie de
bord de la poignée (110), la partie de bord venant
en butée contre la partie (128) de l’ensemble porte
(108, 109) pour empêcher le pivotement de l’ensem-
ble porte à partir de la première position (P1) lorsque
le réservoir d’eau (104) est fixé à la poignée.

5. Centrale vapeur pour vêtements (100) selon l’une
quelconque des revendications 1 à 4, dans lequel le
réservoir d’eau (104) comprend :

- une partie d’extrémité supérieure (114A) à la-
quelle la poignée (110) est couplée de manière
amovible,
- une partie d’extrémité inférieure (114B) oppo-
sée à la partie d’extrémité supérieure, et
- une partie latérale (120) s’étendant entre la
partie d’extrémité supérieure et la partie d’extré-
mité inférieure, l’entrée d’eau (106) étant agen-
cée dans ladite partie latérale.

6. Centrale vapeur pour vêtements (100) selon l’une
quelconque des revendications 1 à 5, dans lequel
l’ensemble porte (108, 109) comprend une porte
(108) et un élément d’étanchéité (109) fixé à la porte
pour sceller l’entrée d’eau (106) lorsque l’ensemble
porte est dans la première position (P1).

7. Centrale vapeur pour vêtements (100) selon la re-
vendication 6, dans lequel l’élément d’étanchéité
(109) est formé à partir d’un matériau élastomère.

8. Centrale vapeur pour vêtements (100) selon la re-
vendication 6 ou la revendication 7, dans lequel l’élé-
ment d’étanchéité (109) comprend une saillie (130),
ladite porte comprenant un élément de mise en prise
(132) dont la forme complète la saillie pour venir de
ce fait, en prise avec l’élément d’étanchéité et rece-
voir celui-ci.

9. Centrale vapeur pour vêtements (100) selon la re-
vendication 8, dans lequel l’élément d’étanchéité
(109) comprend en outre une rainure externe (134)
adaptée pour correspondre à une périphérie interne
de l’entrée d’eau (106).

10. Centrale vapeur pour vêtements (100) selon l’une
quelconque des revendications 1 à 9, comprenant
un raccord fileté ou un raccord à baïonnette pour
coupler de manière amovible le réservoir d’eau (104)
et la poignée (110).

11. Centrale vapeur pour vêtements (100) selon l’une
quelconque des revendications 1 à 10, dans lequel
la centrale vapeur pour vêtements est une centrale
vapeur pour vêtements portatif.
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