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(57)  The present invention relates to a shelf support
device (1, 1’, 1", 1), comprising a mounting pin (10)
adapted to be inserted into a hole obtained on a support
structure and a support body (20) comprising a pair of
side walls (21) defining a support surface (22) for said
shelf and a rear wall (23) defining an abutment surface
(24) adapted to abut against said support structure. In
particular, said mounting pin (10) and said support body
(20) are obtained as single piece from a flat sheet (30,
307, 30", 30") extending along a prevalent extension line
(E) and shaped to define at least a pair of first portions
(31), at least a pair of second portions (32), a pair of third
portions (33) and at least a first connecting portion (34,
34’, 34"), each continuously connected to the adjacent
portions and delimitable with respect to the same through
respective delimitationlines (41,42, 43), extending trans-
versely to the extension line (E) of the sheet (30, 30’, 30",
30™). Furthermore, the present invention relates to a
process for manufacturing a shelf support device (1, 1’,
1", 1) starting from a flat sheet (30, 30, 30", 30™).

SUPPORT DEVICE FOR FURNITURE SHELVES AND RELATED MANUFACTURING PROCESS
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Description
TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a device for
supporting shelves for furnishing elements, such as for
example pieces of furniture, and the relative manufactur-
ing process.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Generally, pieces of furniture are made as par-
allelepiped-shaped bodies which define a compartment
inside which there are positioned horizontal shelves ex-
tending between the sides of the piece of furniture and
on which objects, foodstuffs, clothes etc. can be placed.
[0003] Support devices adapted to be associated with
the sides of the piece of furniture so as to support the
shelves in the inner compartment of a piece of furniture
at a desired height are known.

[0004] Such supporting devices generally comprise a
mounting pin, adapted to be inserted into a hole obtained
on the side of the piece of furniture, and a support body,
adapted to be arranged, in use, in the inner compartment
of the piece of furniture, and on which the shelf can be
placed.

[0005] In particular, the body of the support device is
L-shaped essentially formed by a pair of portions con-
nected orthogonally, wherein a first portion is adapted to
define a horizontal support surface for the shelf, while
the second portion is adapted to define an abutment sur-
face, adapted to abut, in use, against the inner surface
of the side of the piece of furniture.

[0006] Usually, the body of the support device and the
mounting pin are manufactured by moulding using zinc
and aluminium alloy made of separate pieces, coupled
subsequently, so as to manufacture pins of various di-
ameter depending on the needs. Alternatively, support-
ing devices made of plastic or zinc alloy made of a single
piece by moulding, are known.

[0007] However, when the diameter of the mounting
pin is smaller than a given size, the latter is excessively
fragile, and could break under the weight of the shelf. As
aresult, a solution currently used to overcome this draw-
back lies in providing the mounting pin made of steel,
and subsequently coupling it to the support body made
ofzinc and aluminium alloy; however, this solutionis rath-
er demanding in terms of cost-effectiveness.

[0008] Therefore, the main task of the subject matter
of the present invention is to overcome the drawbacks
of the prior outlined above by providing a shelf support
device that is simple and cost-effective to manufacture
and robust at the same time.

[0009] Within the scope of the task outlined above, an
object of the present invention lies in obtaining a shelf
support device that is easily adaptable to the needs.
[0010] Lastly but not least, an object is to provide an
adjustable supporting device for pieces of furniture that
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attains the task and objects mentioned above by using
standard and known installations, machines and equip-
ment.

[0011] The task and the objects outlined above, as well
as others which will be more apparent hereinafter, are
achieved through a support device according to claim 1,
and a manufacturing process according to claim 8. The
subsequent claims define further characteristics of a sup-
port device according to the present invention which will
be better illustrated in the description of particular, but
not exclusive, embodiments, illustrated by way of non-
limiting example in the attached drawings, wherein:

- figures 1A and 1B show - with perspective views from
a different angle - a shelf support device according
to a first embodiment of the present invention;

- figure 2A shows, with plan view, the flat sheet from
which there can be obtained, through subsequent
bending and deformation, the support device ac-
cording to the previous figures;

- figure 2B shows, in perspective view, the support
device according to the first embodiment, obtained
from a manufacturing process according to the in-
vention;

- figure 3 shows, in perspective view, a support device
according to a second embodiment of the present
invention;

- figure 4A shows, with plan view, the flat sheet from
which there can be obtained, through subsequent
bending and deformation, the support device ac-
cording to figure 3;

- figure 4B shows, in perspective view, the support
device according to the second embodiment, ob-
tained from a manufacturing process according to
the invention;

- figures 5A and 5B show, with perspective views with
different angles, a support device according to third
embodiment of the present invention;

- figure 6 shows, with plan view, the flat sheet from
which there can be obtained, through subsequent
bending and deformation, the support device ac-
cording to figures 5A and 5B; and

- figures 7A and 7B show, with perspective views with
different angles, a support device according to fourth
embodiment of the present invention;

- figure 8 shows, with plan view, the flat sheet from
which there can be obtained, through subsequent
bending and deformation, the support device ac-
cording to figures 7A and 7B.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0012] In the description below, expressions such as
"above", "below", "upper", "lower", "high", "low" or the like
refer to a shelf support device according to the present
invention in the standard operative configuration thereof,
thatis in use.

[0013] In particular with reference to figures 1A and
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1B, there is shown a shelf support device 1 according to
a first embodiment of the present invention, adapted to
support a shelf on a support structure, such as for exam-
ple a panel forming the side of the piece of furniture.
[0014] Said device 1 substantially comprises a mount-
ing pin 10, adapted to be inserted into a hole obtained
on said support structure at a desired mounting height,
and a support body 20 comprising a pair of side walls 21,
preferably essentially L-shaped and defining a top sup-
port surface 22 for said shelf, and a rear wall 23, from
which there protrudes said mounting pin 10, defining an
abutment surface 24 adapted to abut against said sup-
port structure, that is in particular the inner surface of the
panel forming the side of the piece of furniture.

[0015] Accordingto an advantageous characteristic of
the present invention, said support device 1 is made as
a single piece starting from a flat sheet 30, preferably
made by metal, suitably shaped and then bent and de-
formed plastically, as explained in greater detail below,
so as to define said mounting pin 10 and said support
body 20.

[0016] Asshown in figure 2A, said flat sheet 30 is pref-
erably cut to define a shape extending along a prevalent
extension line E preferably essentially straight and de-
limited by an upper edge line 30A and a lower edge line
30B, suitably shaped, and laterally by a pair of end edges
30C.

[0017] On said sheet 30 there can be advantageously
defined at least a pair of first portions 31, a pair of second
portions 32, a pair of third portions 33, and at least a first
connecting portion 34, each continuously connected to
the adjacent portions, that is uninterrupted, and delimit-
able with respect to the adjacent portions through respec-
tive delimitation lines, preferably extending transversely
to said extension line E of the sheet 30, between said
upper edge line 30A and said lower edge line 30B.
[0018] Advantageously, said delimitation lines may not
be evident on the sheet 30, but they serve as reference
for forming the support device 1, as explained in greater
detail below. Alternatively, said delimitation lines may be
defined by weakening portions adapted to facilitate the
subsequent bending and deformation operations to ob-
tain the device 1.

[0019] In particular, said first portions 31 are preferably
L-shaped, being advantageously formed by a first section
31A extending essentially along said extension line E
and by a second section 31B extending transversely with
respect to said extension line E, continuously connected.
The lower edge 31C of said first portions 31 may possibly
have a shaped profile, for example curved.

[0020] Advantageously, said second portions 32 are
essentially rectangular-shaped and they are preferably
arranged so as to extend along a direction transversal to
said extension line E, and said third portions 33, also
essentially rectangular shaped, are preferably arranged
so as to extend along said extension line E.

[0021] Preferably, said delimitation lines are adapted
to define corresponding bending axes X1, X2, X3, around
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which the sheet 30 can be bent.

[0022] In particular, as explained in greater detail be-
low, said first portions 31 are adapted to form said side
walls 21 of said support body 20, said second portions
32 are adapted to form said rear wall 23 of said support
body 20 and said third portions 33 are adapted to form
said mounting pin 10.

[0023] It should be observed thatin the description be-
low the expression bend or bending is used to indicate
a mechanical processing which provides for a plastic de-
formation of a sheet obtained by rotating a portion of the
sheetaround abending axis according to abendingangle
of about 90°.

[0024] Otherwise, the expression plastic deformation
is used toindicate a mechanical processing different from
the bending defined above, obtained with or without
changing the thickness of the starting sheet, which pro-
vides for a rotation of a portion of the sheet around a
bending axis according to a bending angle different than
90° and/or an extension/compression of the material so
as to allow the formation of volumes that cannot be easily
developed by a flat sheet.

[0025] Specifically, said flat sheet 30 is shaped so as
to have a connecting portion 34, which - in this first em-
bodiment - is advantageously rectangular-shaped and it
is arranged essentially centrally, from which the portions
of said pair of first portions 31 depart, on opposite sides
each continuously connected to the connecting portion
34 but being delimitable with respect to the latter through
a respective first delimitation line 41.

[0026] The opposite ends of said first portions 31 are
connected to a respective portion of said second portions
32, being delimitable by the latter through second delim-
itation lines 42, and to which there are then connected
the portions of said pair of third portions 33, which there-
fore form the opposite ends of the sheet 30, and they are
delimitable with respect to said second portions 32
through third delimitation lines 43.

[0027] The process for obtaining a support device 1
according to the present invention comprises the follow-
ing steps:

a) arranging a flat sheet 30 cut to define a shape
extending along a prevalent extension line E and
comprising at least a pair of first portions 31, a pair
of second portions 32, a pair of third portions 33 and
at least a connecting portion 34 each continuously
connected to the adjacent portions and delimitable
with respect to the same through delimitation lines
extending transversely with respect to said exten-
sion line E adapted to define corresponding bending
axes X1, X2, X3;

b) performing a plurality of bendings around said
bending axes X1, X2, X3 so that the adjacent por-
tions are lying on mutually orthogonal planes.

[0028] In particular, as shown in figure 2B, during said
step b) the operation is carried outin a manner such that
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said connecting portion 34 is lying on a first lying plane
P1, said first portions 31 are arranged on a pair of parallel
and facing second planes P2, essentially orthogonal to
said first plane P1, to form the side walls 21 of said sup-
port body 20, said second portions 32 are lying on the
same third plane P3 perpendicular to said second planes
P2 and with said edges approached, so as to form the
rear wall 23 of said support body 20 of the device 1, and
lastly arrange said third portions 33 along a pair of parallel
and facing fourth planes P4 which are orthogonal to said
third plane P3.

[0029] The process further comprises astep c)in which
said third portions 33 are advantageously plastically de-
formed so as to draw them around a cylindrical body to
essentially form the mounting pin 10.

[0030] Advantageously, the support surface 22 of said
support device 1 is therefore formed by the upper edges
of the first sections 31A of the first portions 31 and of the
connecting portion 34, while said abutment surface 24 is
formed by the surface facing outwards said second por-
tions 32.

[0031] The stiffness of the support device 1 is guaran-
teed at the time of use by inserting the portions forming
the mounting pin 10 into the mounting hole obtained on
the surface of the side of the piece of furniture, therefore
preventing the device 1 from opening.

[0032] Possibly, the side edges 35 - mutually ap-
proached in use - of said second portions 32 may have
shaped coupling profiles, advantageously configured so
as to penetrate into each other to prevent the unwanted
moving away of the third portions 33 or the relative move-
ment of the second portions 32 when the device 1 is in
use, particularly in case of heavy shelves.

[0033] For example, as shown in figure 2A, the edge
35A of one of said second portions 32 has a profile de-
fined by a first protrusion and by a pair of first recesses,
arranged on opposite sides with respect to said first pro-
trusion and extending along inclined directions, while the
edge 35B of the other of said second portions 32 is coun-
ter-shaped with respect to said edge 35A and therefore
it has a second protrusion, adapted to receive said first
protrusion, and a pair of second protrusions, extending
along inclined directions, adapted to be received in the
pair of first recesses.

[0034] Furthermore, said second portions 32 may have
tabs 36 protruding from the upper edges and adapted to
be positioned, when the support device is made and in-
stalled on the support structure, between the surface of
the side and the head edge of the shelf, so as to prevent
the device 1 from slipping off from the mounting hole,
inclining, and yielding under the load applied on the shelf.
[0035] Advantageously, the process for obtaining a
support device 1 described above is known in the sheet
processing industry under the name of pitch mould, in
which the various cutting, bending and deformation steps
can be carried out simultaneously or with a sequence
other than the one indicated above.

[0036] Figure 3 shows a support device 1’ according
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to a second embodiment of the present invention. Also
in this embodiment, said device 1’ substantially compris-
es amounting pin 10, adapted to be inserted into amount-
ing hole obtained on said support structure at a desired
mounting height, and a support body 20 comprising a
pair of side walls 21, preferably essentially L-shaped and
defining a top support surface 22 for said shelf, and a
rear wall 23, from which there protrudes said mounting
pin 10, defining an abutment surface 24 adapted to abut
against said support structure, that is in particular the
inner surface of the panel forming the side of the piece
of furniture.

[0037] Also said device 1’ is made as a single piece
starting from a flat sheet 30’, preferably metal shaped
and then suitably bent and deformed plastically as ex-
plained in greater detail below.

[0038] As shown in figure 4A, similarly to the previous
embodiment, said flat sheet 30’ extends along a preva-
lent essentially straight extension line E, and it has a pair
of first portions 31, a pair of second portions 32, a pair
of third portions 33, and a connecting portion 34’, contin-
uously connected to each other and delimited by delim-
itation lines 41, 42, 43.

[0039] Inparticular, said first portions 31 are preferably
L-shaped, being advantageously formed by afirst section
31A extending along the axis E and by a second section
31B extending transversely with respect to said axis E,
continuously connected. The lower edge 31C of said first
portions 31 may possibly have a shaped profile, for ex-
ample curved.

[0040] Advantageously, said second portions 32 are
essentially rectangular-shaped and they are preferably
arranged so as to extend along a direction transversal to
the axis E, and said third portions 33, also essentially
rectangular-shaped, are preferably arranged so as to ex-
tend along the axis E.

[0041] However, in this case, said sheet 30’ is shaped
so as to have said connecting portion 34’ advantageously
arranged centrally, and from which the portions of said
pair of third portions 33 depart on opposite sides, each
separated from the connecting portion 34’ by arespective
first delimitation line 41 extending transversely with re-
spect to said extension line E.

[0042] The opposite ends of said third portions 33 are
connected, through second delimitation lines 42 extend-
ing transversely with respect to said extension line E, to
a respective portion of said second portions 32, to which
they are then connected, through third delimitation lines
43 extending transversely with respect to said extension
line E, the portions forming said pair of first portions 31,
which therefore form the opposite ends of the sheet 30°.
[0043] The process for obtaining a support device 1’
is similar to the one provided for forming the support de-
vice 1 according to the preceding embodiment, and it
comprises the following steps, adapted to be carried out
even with a different sequence or simultaneously:

a) providing a flat sheet 30’ cut to define the shape
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illustrated above;

b) carrying out a plurality of bendings around bending
axes X1, X2, X3 defined by the delimitation lines 41,
42, 43 of the various portions so that the adjacent
portions are lying on mutually orthogonal planes, so
that said first portions 31 form said side walls 21 of
said support body 20, said second portions 32 form
said rear wall 23 of said support body 20;

c) plastically deforming said third portions 33 so as
to draw them around a cylindrical body to obtain said
mounting pin 10.

[0044] As shown in figure 4B, during said step b) the
operation is carried out in a manner such that said con-
necting portion 34’ is essentially lying on afirst lying plane
P1, said first portions 33 are arranged on a pair of second
parallel and facing planes P2, which are essentially or-
thogonal to said first plane P1, and they are then drawn
so as to form said mounting pin 10, said second portions
32 are lying on the same third plane P3 perpendicular to
said second planes P2 and with the edges approached
to form the rear wall 23 of said support body 20 of the
device 1’, and lastly said first portions 31 are lying along
a pair of fourth parallel and facing planes P4, which are
orthogonal to said third plane P3, to form the side walls
21 of said support body 20.

[0045] Advantageously, the support surface 22 of said
support device 1’ is therefore formed by the upper edges
of the first sections 31A of the first portions 31, while said
abutment surface 24 is formed by the surface facing out-
wards said second portions 32.

[0046] Also in this embodiment, the edges 35 - mutu-
ally approached in use - of said second portions 32 may
have shaped coupling profiles, advantageously shaped
in a manner such to penetrate into each other to prevent
the unwanted moving away of the third portions 33 or the
relative movement of the second portions 32 when the
device 1’ is in use, particularly in case of heavy shelves.
[0047] Furthermore, alsoin this embodiment, said sec-
ond portions 32 may have tabs 36 protruding from the
upper edges and adapted to be positioned, when the
support device has been made and installed on the sup-
port structure, between the surface of the side and the
head edge of the shelf, so as to prevent the device 1 from
slipping off from the mounting hole, inclining, and col-
lapsing under the load applied on the shelf.

[0048] Figures 5A and 5B show the support device
1" according to a third embodiment of the presentinven-
tion. Unlike the previous embodiments, the starting flat
sheet 30" has a shape extending transversely to the non-
straight extension line E but with a partially curved de-
velopment; furthermore, said sheet 30" comprises a con-
necting portion 34" extending transversely with respect
to the extension line E and it continuously connects the
lower edges 31C of the first portions 31, as shown in
figure 6.

[0049] The portions of said pair of first portions 31 de-
part from said connecting portion 34", on opposite sides,
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each delimitable with respect to the latter through a re-
spective first delimitation line 41 extending substantially
transversely to the extension line E. In this case, said
first delimitation lines 41 are not straight but they are
adapted to define the corresponding first rotation axis X1
following the operation for restoring the straightness of
the sheet 30", as explained in greater detail below.
[0050] The opposite ends of said first portions 31 are
connected to a respective portion of said second portions
32, being delimitable by the latter through second delim-
itation lines 42, and to which there are then connected
the portions of said pair of third portions 33, which there-
fore form the opposite ends of the sheet 30", and they
are delimitable with respect to said second portions 32
through third delimitation lines 43.

[0051] The process for manufacturing the device
1" which is similar to the one already described relating
to the first embodiment, advantageously comprises a fur-
ther step a1), to be carried out preferably before or si-
multaneously with said step b), in which atleast said sec-
ond portions 31 and said connecting portion 34" are plas-
tically deformed to restore the straightness of the section
with curved development of said extension line E.
[0052] Furthermore, the processis preferably complet-
ed with a further step d1), which can be carried out before
or after carrying out step c), wherein said connecting por-
tion 34" is plastically deformed so that it adheres to the
lower edges 31C of said first portions 31, essentially form-
ing a lower finishing wall 26 for the support body of the
device 1".

[0053] Lastly, figures 7A and 7B show a support device
1" according to a fourth embodiment of the present in-
vention. In this embodiment, the starting flat sheet 30"
has a shape essentially similar to that of the sheet 30 of
the first embodiment but it differs from the latter due to
the fact that it comprises a second connecting portion 37
which extends from the lower edge of one of the portions
forming said pair of second portions 32, as shown in fig-
ure 8.

[0054] The process for manufacturing the device 1" is
similar to the one already described relating to the first
embodiment but it is completed by a step d2) in which
said second connecting portion 37 is plastically deformed
with progressive bending so that it adheres to the lower
edges 31C of said first portions 31, essentially forming a
lower finishing wall 26 for the support body of the device
1",

[0055] In all embodiments shown above, a covering
cap (not shown in the figures) may be provided for aes-
thetic purposes and/or with anti-slip function, in particular
should the shelf to be supported be made of glass.
[0056] Inthe light of the above, itis clear that a support
device and a relative manufacturing process according
to the present invention attains the objects and advan-
tages initially set forth. As a matter of fact, there has been
designed a support device which is significantly simple
and cost-effective to manufacture but at the same time
robust and easily adaptable depending on the needs.
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[0057] Obviously, the invention is susceptible of nu-
merous modifications or variants without departing from
the scope of protection of the present invention, as de-
fined by any one of the attached claims.

[0058] Furthermore, the materials used to implement
the present invention, as well as the shapes and dimen-
sions of the individual components, may be the most ap-
propriate depending on the specific requirements.

Claims

1. Shelf support device (1, 1, 1", 1”), comprising a
mounting pin (10) adapted to be inserted in a hole
obtained on a support structure and a support body
(20) comprising a pair of side walls (21) defining a
top support surface (22) for said shelf and a rear wall
(23) defining an abutment surface (24) adapted to
abut against said support structure, characterized
in that said mounting pin (10) and said support body
(20) are obtained as single piece from a flat sheet
(30, 30, 30", 30"), extending along a prevalent ex-
tension line (E) and shaped so as to define at least
a pair of first portions (31), a pair of second portions
(32), a pair of third portions (33) and at least a first
connecting portion (34, 34’, 34"), each continuously
connected to the adjacent portions and delimitable
with respect to the same through respective delimi-
tation lines (41, 42, 43), extending transversely with
respect to the extension line (E) of said flat sheet
(30, 30, 30", 30™).

2. Support device (1, 1’, 1", 1”) according to claim 1,
wherein said first portions (31) are adapted to form
said side walls (21) of said support body (20), said
second portions (32) are adapted to form said rear
wall (23) of said support body (20) and said third
portions (33) are adapted to form said mounting pin
(10).

3. Support device (1, 1°, 1", 1) according to any one
of the preceding claims, wherein said first portions
(31) are essentially L-shaped and are defined by a
first section (31A) extending essentially along said
extension line (E) and by a second section (31B)
extending transversely with respect to said exten-
sion line (E), said first section (31A) and said second
section (31B) being continuously connected.

4. Support device (1, 1°, 1", 1) according to any one
of the preceding claims, wherein said second por-
tions (32) are essentially rectangular- shaped and
they are arranged so as to extend transversely along
a direction transversal to the extension line (E).

5. Support device (1, 1°, 1", 1) according to any one
of the preceding claims, wherein the side edges (35,
35A, 35B) of said second portions (32) have coupling
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profiles shaped so as to penetrate one in the other.

Support device (1, 1, 1", 1”) according to any one
of the preceding claims, wherein said second por-
tions (32) each comprise a tab (36) projecting from
the top edge and adapted to be disposed, when the
device is in use, between the surface of the support
structure and a head edge of the shelf.

Support device (1, 1, 1", 1”) according to any one
of the preceding claims, wherein said third portions
(33) are essentially rectangular-shaped and they are
arranged so as to extend along said extension line
(E) of said sheet (30, 30’, 30", 3").

Process for manufacturing a shelf support device (1,
1’, 1", 1"), said device (1, 1, 1", 1”) comprising a
mounting pin (10) adapted to be inserted in a hole
obtained on a support structure and a support body
(20) comprising a pair of side walls (21) defining a
support surface (22) for said shelf and a rear wall
(23) defining an abutment surface (24) adapted to
abut against said support structure, said process
comprising the following steps, to be carried out also
in a different sequence or simultaneously:

c) arranging a flat sheet (30, 30, 30", 30") cut
to define a shape extending along a prevalent
extension line (E) and comprising at least a pair
of first portions (31), a pair of second portions
(32), a pair of third portions (33) and at least a
first connecting portion (34, 34’, 34") each con-
tinuously connected to the adjacent portions and
delimitable with respect to the same through re-
spective delimitation lines (41, 42, 43), extend-
ing transversely with respect to said extension
line (E) of said flat sheet (30, 30°, 30", 30") and
adapted to define corresponding bending axes
(X1, X2, X3);

d) performing a plurality of bends around said
bending axes (X1, X2, X3) in order to arrange
adjacent portions on mutually orthogonal planes
(P1, P2, P3, P4) so that said first portions (31)
form the lateral walls (21) of said support body
(20) and said second portions (32) form the rear
wall (23) of said support body (20); and

e) plastically deforming said pair of third portions
(33) soastodraw them around a cylindrical body
to obtain said mounting pin (10).

Process for manufacturing a support device (1") ac-
cording to claim 8, wherein said sheet (30") has a
prevalent extension line (E) comprising at least a
section having a curved course, said process com-
prising a step a1) wherein said second portions (31)
and said first connecting portion (34") are plastically
deformed to restore the straightness of the curved
section of said extension line (E).
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10. Process for manufacturing a support device (1") ac-

1.

cording to claim 8 or 9, wherein said first connecting
portion (34") extends transversely with respect to the
extension line (E) of said sheet (30") and continu-
ously connects the lower edges (31C) of said first
portions (31), said process comprising a further step
d1)wherein said first connecting portion (34") is plas-
tically deformed to obtain a lower finishing wall (26)
for the support body (20) of the support device (1").

Process for manufacturing a support device (1”) ac-
cording to claim 8, wherein said flat sheet (30") com-
prises a second connecting portion (37) extending
from one of the portions forming said pair of second
portions (32), said process further comprising a step
d2) wherein said second connecting portion (37) is
plastically deformed to obtain a lower finishing wall
(26) for the support body (20) of the support device

(1").
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