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(54) HANDHELD RAMAN SPECTROSCOPY DEVICE AND METHOD FOR OPERATING A 
HANDHELD RAMAN SPECTROSCOPY DEVICE

(57) A handheld Raman spectroscopy device (10)
and a method for operating a handheld Raman spectros-
copy device (10) comprising: a light source (11), a spec-
trometer (15), wherein the light source (11) and the spec-
trometer (15) are arranged in a housing (30), the housing
(30) being provided with an aperture (70) allowing light
from the light source (11) to exit the housing (30) through
the aperture (70) in a first direction (L) for illuminating a
sample (S) and allowing scattered light from the sample
(S) to enter the housing (30) through the aperture (70) in
a second direction (L’), the second direction (L’) being
opposite the first direction (L), wherein the spectrometer

(15) is configured to analyse a Raman contribution of the
scattered light, the handheld Raman spectroscopy de-
vice (10) further comprising a distance sensor (40) facing
along the first direction (L), the distance sensor (40) being
configured to measure a distance to the sample (S) in
order to determine a distance between the aperture (70)
and the sample (S), and a color sensor (60) configured
to detect spectral and/or intensity properties of light re-
flected from the sample (S) in response to the distance
sensor (40) detecting that the distance between aperture
(70) and the sample (S) is below a first color detection
distance value (CD1).
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Description

Field of the invention

[0001] The invention relates to a handheld Raman
spectroscopy device.
[0002] The invention also relates to a method for op-
erating a handheld Raman spectroscopy device.

Background art

[0003] To detect and to determine different substances
is highly desired in a large variety of applications ranging
from chemical analysis to in-field determination of poten-
tially hazardous and toxic substances. In many situations
correct determination of a substance is of utmost impor-
tance.
[0004] For instance, to be able to determine if a sub-
stance is hazardous, e.g. explosive, or not, is critical since
a wrongful determination may result in severe conse-
quences, potentially with personnel injuries and material
losses. Similarly, it may also be critical to determine if a
substance is toxic, or not, since a wrongful determination
may result in serious consequences involving personnel
and environmental risks. Further, it is highly important to
verify that a drug is correctly synthesized, since a wrong-
fully synthesized drug may become harmful instead of
curative for a subject.
[0005] When detecting and determining different sub-
stances different approaches may be used.
[0006] A common way used to investigate properties
of a substance is to let the substance undergo a chemical
analysis. A chemical analysis of a substance is often ac-
curate, but is typically suffering from complexity and the
time required for the analysis. Moreover, chemical anal-
ysis often require that various further substances or an-
alytes are used or involved in the analysis. Such analysis
therefore tends to become costly and time consuming.
Another drawback resides in that such analysis are gen-
erally too complicated and time consuming to be con-
ducted under field conditions.
[0007] Another commonly used approach for detecting
and determining different substances is to use some form
of spectroscopic analysis. A common type of spectros-
copy used in this case is optical spectroscopy where light
having interacted with the substance in question is ana-
lysed using a spectrometer. The light interacting with the
substance is scattered by the substance resulting in that
the scattered light is affected by the substance. Such
scattering from a substance can either be elastic or ine-
lastic. In elastic scattering the photons of scattered light
exhibit the same energy as the photons impinging on the
substance at hand. In inelastic scattering the photons of
scattered light exhibit a different energy as compared to
the photons impinging on the substance at hand. In-elas-
tically scattered photons therefore either gain or lose en-
ergy.
[0008] Both elastically and in-elastically scattered pho-

tons may be used in spectroscopic analyses of substanc-
es. When looking at elastically scattered photons certain
properties, such as colour, of the substance may be de-
termined. However, when it comes to determining a cer-
tain substance, more sophisticated spectroscopic tech-
niques also relying on in-elastically scattered photons
are generally required.
[0009] Raman spectroscopy is a spectroscopic tech-
nique relying on inelastic scattering of photons, known
as Raman scattering. In Raman spectroscopy a source
of monochromatic light, usually from a laser, is used. The
light source may emit light in the visible, near infrared, or
near ultraviolet range, although X-rays can also be used.
The laser light interacts with molecular vibrations, pho-
nons or other excitations in the molecular system, result-
ing in that the energy of the laser photons being shifted
up or down in the inelastically scattered light thereof. The
shift in energy gives information about the vibrational
modes in the molecular system at hand. In other words,
inelastically light scattered from the molecules of the sub-
stance at hand gives rise to a vibrational spectrum that
includes of a series of lines or peaks constituting a mo-
lecular "fingerprint" for the substance. Hence a sub-
stance or material will give rise to a unique Raman spec-
trum, i.e. its "fingerprint". The unique Raman spectrum
makes Raman spectroscopy suitable for identifying or
determining substances or materials. In many fields of
technology Raman spectroscopy is a well-established
spectroscopic technique for rapid identifications of sub-
stances and chemicals with high degree of accuracy.
[0010] A typical Raman spectrum of a substance
shows the shift of Raman wavelengths relative to elasti-
cally scattered light, typically referred to as Rayleigh-
scattered light. The Rayleigh-scattered light has the
same wavelength as the incident light of the light source,
whereas the Raman wavelengths are shifted up or down
relative to the Rayleigh-scattered light. The vertical axis
of a Raman spectrum typically represents the intensity
of the Raman wavelengths and yields the concentration
of the chemical components of the sample or substance,
whereas the horizontal axis of a Raman spectrum typi-
cally represents the wavelength shift in relation to the
Rayleigh light.
[0011] The light from Raman scattering is typically as-
sociated with weak intensities and may be difficult to ob-
serve without intense monochromatic excitation and a
sensitive detector. Typically, 1 out of 106 - 109 photons
scattered by a sample is a photon relating to a Raman
wavelength.
[0012] Technical development of lasers, detectors,
and optical components as well as continued miniaturi-
zation of electronic components have made it possible
to produce fast and reliable portable Raman instruments
which are suitable to use under field conditions.
[0013] However, since Raman spectroscopy involves
intense monochromatic excitation, use of the portable
Raman instruments in the field may introduce safety con-
cerns. A device capable of producing a high intensity
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monochromatic excitation suitable to for Raman spec-
troscopy may unfortunately also be harmful to human
eyes and other sensitive items present and also to the
sample to be tested. Moreover, there is typically also al-
ways a desire to make portable Raman instruments con-
venient to use.

Summary of the invention

[0014] In view of that stated above, the object of the
present invention is to provide a handheld Raman spec-
troscopy device which reduces the risk of injury to a user
or bystander when operating the device.
[0015] Further, an object of the present invention is to
facilitate use of a handheld Raman spectroscopy device.
[0016] An additional object of the present invention is
to improve the quality and reliability of the measurements
taken with said handheld Raman spectroscopy device.
[0017] To achieve at least one of the above objects
and also other objects that will be evident from the fol-
lowing description, a handheld Raman spectroscopy de-
vice having the features defined in claim 1 is provided
according to the present invention. Preferred embodi-
ments of the device will be evident from the dependent
claims.
[0018] More specifically, there is provided according
to the present invention a handheld Raman spectroscopy
device comprising a light source and a spectrometer. The
light source and the spectrometer are arranged in a hous-
ing, the housing being provided with an aperture allowing
light from the light source to exit the housing through the
aperture in a first direction for illuminating a sample and
allowing scattered light from the sample to enter the hous-
ing through the aperture in a second direction, the second
direction being opposite the first direction. The spectrom-
eter is configured to analyse a Raman contribution of the
scattered light, the device further comprising:

a distance sensor facing along the first direction, the
distance sensor being configured to measure a dis-
tance to the sample in order to determine a distance
between the aperture and the sample, and
a color sensor configured to detect spectral and/or
intensity properties of light reflected from the sample
in response to the distance sensor detecting that the
distance between aperture and the sample is below
a first color detection distance value. The handheld
Raman spectroscopy device is configured to adjust
the light exiting the housing through the aperture and
thereby adjust spectral and/or intensity properties of
light illuminating the sample in response to the spec-
tral and/or intensity properties detected by the color
sensor. The risk of the sample being subjected to
light from the handheld Raman spectroscopy device
which could cause damage to the sample and thus
also danger to the user and eventual bystanders is
thus reduced. Further still, the quality of the analysis
can be improved as the light exiting the housing can

be adapted to suit the spectral/intensity-properties
of the sample. It may in this context be noted that
aperture refers to an optical aperture, i.e. an area
allowing light to pass through. Aperture is not intend-
ed to refer to a physical opening being void of any
matter. Typically, the aperture is physically covered
by a lens or a window. The distance sensor may be
of a kind commonly referred to as a proximity sensor
typically producing a response whether or not the
sample is within a sensing distance, or may be of a
kind actually determining a distance. A so-called
proximity sensor may be used in case the different
distances referred to are set as one and the same,
namely a sensing distance of the proximity sensor.
However, the distance sensor is preferably of a kind
capable of actually determining different distances
between the distance sensor and the sample. Such
a distance sensor may e.g. transmit and receive a
signal, such as a sound wave and/or an electromag-
netic wave. The distance sensor may then determine
the distance to the sample based on the received
signal, such as e.g. the time it takes for the signal to
travel to and return from the sample, and/or the angle
of the reflected signal. The distance sensor may e.g.
be an ultrasound sensor, a radar, a lidar, a time-of-
flight sensor, or an IR sensor. In a preferred embod-
iment, the distance sensor is a so-called time-of-
flight sensor. The time-of-flight sensor preferably
transmits IR-light and determines the distance based
on the time it takes for the IR-light to travel to and
return from the sample. The IR-light has preferably
a wavelength of about 940nm.

[0019] According to one embodiment, the handheld
Raman spectroscopy device is configured to adjust in-
tensity properties of light illuminating the sample in re-
sponse to the spectral and/or intensity properties detect-
ed by the colour sensor.
[0020] According to one embodiment, the handheld
Raman spectroscopy device is configured to adjust spec-
tral properties of the light illuminating the sample in re-
sponse to the spectral and/or intensity properties detect-
ed by the colour sensor.
[0021] According to one embodiment, the handheld
Raman spectroscopy device is configured to adjust the
light exiting the housing through the aperture and thereby
adjust both spectral and intensity properties of light illu-
minating the sample in response to the spectral and/or
intensity properties detected by the colour sensor.
[0022] The spectrometer may be configured to adjust
the analysis based on spectral and/or intensity properties
of the sample detected by the color sensor. Consequent-
ly, the analysis and identification may be simplified if for
instance the color of the sample is taken into account.
As an example, the color of the sample could reduce the
number of potentially relevant substances and thus the
amount of data with which the sample needs to be com-
pared with in the analysis can be reduced. Potentially
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relevant substances refer to substances which during the
analysis are regarded as potential candidates of sub-
stances being the actual substance being analysed.
[0023] Further, having determined spectral and/or in-
tensity properties of the sample allows this to be taken
into account during analysis. For instance, a sample hav-
ing a spectral property, such as a certain color, could
have an effect on the received light making it difficult to
determine the Raman contribution of the scattered light
from the sample. Accordingly, the analysis could take
such effects into account to further improve the analysis.
It is for instance possible to disregard or suppress infor-
mation pertaining to certain wavelengths being likely to
affected by the spectral and/or intensity properties of the
sample as determined by the color sensor. Moreover, it
is possible to adjust the exposure time of the sample to
the light in order to be able to determine weaker peaks
in the Raman contribution from the sample to mitigate
possible detrimental effects that the spectral and/or in-
tensity properties of the sample could have on the anal-
ysis.
[0024] The handheld Raman spectroscopy device may
be configured to prohibit activation of light source based
on information from the color sensor, thus preventing that
the light source illuminates a sample that may be sensi-
tive to light emitted by the light source. The risk of damage
occurring to the sample is thus reduced while the overall
safety for the user of the handheld Raman spectroscopy
device is improved. It may be noted that this information
causing the activation of the light source being prohibited
may be the result of an actual reading of the colour sen-
sor, but that it may, but need not, also be the result of an
inconclusive reading of the colour sensor.
[0025] The handheld Raman spectroscopy device may
further comprise a cap removal sensor configured to de-
tect whether the cap covers or exposes the aperture. The
handheld Raman spectroscopy device being configured
to initiate operation of the light source in response to: the
cap removal sensor detecting that the aperture is ex-
posed and the distance sensor detecting that the dis-
tance between the aperture and the sample is below a
first measurement distance value, and to initiate the
spectrometer to record a spectrum of light received
through the aperture, the light including a Raman contri-
bution of light scattered by the sample. The handheld
Raman spectroscopy device is thus made more conven-
ient and safer to use. The cap removal sensor detector
facilitates initiation of the light source upon removal of
the cap and thus exposure of the aperture. Further, the
distance sensor prevents that the light source is activated
when no sample or surface is present in the proximity of
the device, i.e. closer than the first measurement dis-
tance.
[0026] The provision of a cap provides a protection of
the lens or window forming the aperture. Moreover, the
automatic initiation of the light source and the automatic
initiation of the spectrometer to record a spectrum of light,
further facilitates use of the handheld Raman spectros-

copy device.
[0027] The cap removal sensor is preferably associat-
ed with, preferably physically connected to or housed in,
the housing of the handheld Raman spectroscopy de-
vice.
[0028] The cap removal sensor is preferably config-
ured to detect the removal of the cap based on at least
one selected from the group consisting of: inductive sens-
ing, capacitive sensing and/or magnetic sensing. One
advantage with these kinds of sensing is that do not re-
quire a direct contact and that they thereby may be de-
signed such that the sensors are hidden beneath or in
flush with the surface of the housing. Thereby, such sen-
sors working with inductive sensing, capacitive sensing
and/or magnetic sensing are not prone to catch dirt and
debris which otherwise might disturb the sensors. How-
ever, it may be noted that also other kinds of sensing are
conceivable. The cap removal sensor may e.g. be a me-
chanically operated sensor, such as a button or lever
interacting with the cap. Alternatively, the sensing may
be in the form of the cap or a part of the cap forming part
of an electric circuit being broken by the removal of the
cap.
[0029] The distance sensor may be configured to au-
tomatically shut off when the cap is placed over the ap-
erture, and/or wherein the distance sensor is configured
to automatically initiate in response to the cap being re-
moved to expose the aperture. This further facilitates use
of the handheld Raman spectroscopy device. It also pro-
vides a robust manner of saving battery power.
[0030] The handheld Raman spectroscopy device may
be configured to, in response to the cap removal sensor
detecting that the aperture is exposed and to that the
spectrometer records a spectrum of light received
through the aperture, initiate matching of the Raman con-
tribution of light scattered by the sample against known
Raman contributions in a database. This further facili-
tates use of the handheld Raman spectroscopy device.
[0031] The handheld Raman spectroscopy device may
be configured to allow operation of the light source when
the distance between aperture and the sample is below
an first measurement distance value and to prevent op-
eration of the light source when the distance between
aperture and the sample is above a second measure-
ment distance value, the second measurement distance
value being equal to or larger than the first measurement
distance value. By providing a distance sensor which fac-
es along the first direction and which is capable of meas-
uring a distance to the sample, it is made possible to
provide at least two distinct advantages. It is on one hand
made possible to automatically initiate recording of a Ra-
man spectrum based on the handheld Raman spectros-
copy device coming sufficiently close to the sample. Sec-
ondly, it is also possible to eliminate, or at least signifi-
cantly reduce, the risk that the high intensity light from
the light source is accidentally directed towards sensitive
items, such as the user’s or bystander’s eyes. By config-
uring the handheld Raman spectroscopy device to allow
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operation of the light source when the distance between
the aperture and the sample is below an first measure-
ment distance value and to prevent operation of the light
source when the distance between the aperture and the
sample is above a second measurement distance value,
the handheld Raman spectroscopy device is prevented
from emitting light when it is not directed towards and
sufficiently close to a sample. If the handheld Raman
spectroscopy device is only allowed to operate when it
is directed towards and being sufficiently close to the
sample it is in practice secured that the user cannot, or
at least a significantly reduced risk that the user, acci-
dentally directs the light beam into his/her or a bystand-
er’s eyes. When the user moves and/or directs the hand-
held Raman spectroscopy device away from the sample,
the distance sensor will detect an increased distance and
when the distance between the aperture and the sample
is above the second measurement distance value, the
light source is prevented from operation and thereby the
handheld Raman spectroscopy device is prevented from
emitting a light beam out of the aperture.
[0032] The second measurement distance value may
be equal to or larger than the first measurement distance
value. By having the same value for the second meas-
urement distance value and the first measurement dis-
tance value there is provided a straight-forward and ro-
bust design and it is intuitive for the user. Having the
second measurement distance value being larger than
the first measurement distance value, may e.g. be secure
that the handheld Raman spectroscopy device is close
to the intended measurement position before the opera-
tion is allowed whereby it may desirous to have a com-
parable short first measurement distance value between
the sample and the aperture at which first measurement
distance value the operation is allowed, whereas it may
be desirous that the user is allowed to move the handheld
Raman spectroscopy device at bit further away before
the second measurement distance value is reached and
the operation is prevented. It may be noted that this dif-
ference may especially, but not exclusively, be useful in
case a determination of the distance being shorter than
the first measurement distance value is used to automat-
ically initiate recording of a Raman spectrum by the hand-
held Raman spectroscopy device.
[0033] The light source may be switched off directly in
response to the distance between the aperture and the
sample being above the second measurement distance
value. This may be used to provide a strict response with
a strict security consideration at hand. This configuration
with direct switch off may especially, but not exclusively,
be useful in case the second measurement distance val-
ue is predetermined as a relatively large distance which
at least theoretically could lead to a situation where the
light beam is directed beside the sample.
[0034] The light source may be switched off after a first
predetermined switch-off-time period in response to the
distance between the aperture and the sample being
above the second measurement distance value. This

configuration with a delayed switch off may especially,
but not exclusively, be useful in case the second meas-
urement distance value is predetermined as a relatively
short distance, especially if the distance is so short that
it is conceivable that the user fairly often accidentally will
during normal operation still, now and then for short pe-
riods of time, move the handheld Raman spectroscopy
device away from the sample a distance being larger
than the second measurement distance value MD2. The
possibility to set a comparably low value of the second
measurement distance value MD2 may be used to pro-
vide an increased security. The first predetermined
switch-off-time period is preferably chosen such that a
brief normal movement during normal operation of the
handheld Raman spectroscopy device will be allowed,
whereas a movement involving a turning of the handheld
Raman spectroscopy device will typically take a time be-
ing larger than the first predetermined switch-off-time.
[0035] The light source may be switched off after a
second predetermined switch-off-time period in re-
sponse to the distance between the aperture and the
sample being above an intermediate measurement dis-
tance value and may be switched off directly or after the
first predetermined switch-off-time, preferably directly, in
response to the distance between the aperture and the
sample being above the second measurement distance
value, the second measurement distance value being
larger than the intermediate measurement distance val-
ue. With such a design it is made possible to have an
intermediate measurement distance value which is com-
parably low and which triggers a switch off after a second
predetermined switch-off-time period in combination with
a security feature if the distance reaches the second
measurement distance value. The intermediate meas-
urement distance value and the second predetermined
switch-off-time period may be used to switch off the light
source if the aperture for a relatively long time period is
fairly close and thereby not associated with any immedi-
ate hazard, but still not really close enough to perform a
Raman spectroscopy.
[0036] In case there is a delay triggered by the second
measurement distance value, it is preferred that the first
predetermined switch-off-time period is shorter than the
second predetermined switch-off time.
[0037] The handheld Raman spectroscopy device may
be configured to, in response to the distance between
the aperture and the sample being below an activation
distance value, automatically activate the light source.
This activation may be a direct activation. Alternatively,
the activation may be with a delay for a predetermined
activation time period. The activation distance value may
be equal to the first measurement distance value. With
such an automatic activation, the handheld Raman spec-
troscopy device becomes more user friendly. This may
especially be useful for cases where the intended user
is a user which does not operate a handheld Raman
spectroscopy device especially often. It may also be es-
pecially useful in cases the handheld Raman spectros-
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copy device is operated by a user wearing a bulky pro-
tective suit.
[0038] The handheld Raman spectroscopy device may
further be configured to, in response to the distance be-
tween the aperture and the sample being below the ac-
tivation distance value, initiate the spectrometer to record
a spectrum of light received through the aperture, the
light including a Raman contribution of light scattered by
the sample. This further facilitates use of the handheld
Raman spectroscopy device.
[0039] The handheld Raman spectroscopy device may
further be configured to automatically, in response to the
distance between the aperture and the sample being be-
low the activation distance value and in response to a
spectrum of light being recorded, also analyse the re-
corded spectrum of light to determine the Raman contri-
bution. This further facilitates use of the handheld Raman
spectroscopy device. The handheld Raman spectrosco-
py device may further be configured to automatically, in
response to the distance between the aperture and the
sample being below the activation distance value and in
response to a spectrum of light being recorded and in
response to the recorded spectrum of light being ana-
lysed to determine the Raman contribution, to also match
the Raman contribution with a database and thereby pro-
vide information about the substance of the sample. This
further facilitates use of the handheld Raman spectros-
copy device. The cap is may be configured to cover at
least one of the distance sensor and a color sensor of
the handheld Raman spectroscopy device, thus protect-
ing the distance sensor and/or the color sensor from the
environment.
[0040] In an aspect is a method provided for operating
a handheld Raman spectroscopy device. The handheld
Raman spectroscopy device comprising a light source
and a spectrometer. The light source and the spectrom-
eter are arranged in a housing, the housing being pro-
vided with an aperture allowing light from the light source
to exit the housing through the aperture in a first direction
for illuminating a sample and allowing scattered light from
the sample to enter the housing through the aperture in
a second direction, the second direction being opposite
the first direction. The spectrometer is configured to an-
alyse a Raman contribution of the scattered light, the
device further comprising:

a distance sensor facing along the first direction, the
distance sensor being configured to measure a dis-
tance to the sample in order to determine a distance
between the aperture and the sample. The method
comprises:
detecting by a color sensor spectral and/or intensity
properties of light reflected from the sample in re-
sponse to the distance sensor detecting that the dis-
tance between aperture and the sample is below a
first color detection distance value,
adjusting by the handheld Raman spectroscopy de-
vice the light exiting the housing through the aperture

and thereby adjusting spectral and/or intensity prop-
erties of light illuminating the sample in response to
the spectral and/or intensity properties detected by
the color sensor. The risk of the sample being sub-
jected to light from the handheld Raman spectros-
copy device which could cause damage to the sam-
ple and thus also danger to the user and eventual
bystanders is thus reduced. Further still, the quality
of the analysis can be improved as the light exiting
the housing can be adapted to suit the spectral/in-
tensity-properties of the sample.

[0041] The invention may also in short be said to relate
to a handheld Raman spectroscopy device and a method
for operating a handheld Raman spectroscopy device
comprising: a light source, a spectrometer, wherein the
light source and the spectrometer are arranged in a hous-
ing. The housing being provided with an aperture allow-
ing light from the light source to exit the housing through
the aperture in a first direction for illuminating a sample
and allowing scattered light from the sample to enter the
housing through the aperture in a second direction, the
second direction being opposite the first direction. The
spectrometer is configured to analyse a Raman contri-
bution of the scattered light, the handheld Raman spec-
troscopy device further comprising a color sensor con-
figured to detect spectral and/or intensity properties of
light reflected from the sample in response to the distance
sensor detecting that the distance between aperture and
the sample is below a first color detection distance value.
[0042] Generally, all terms used in the claims are to be
interpreted according to their ordinary meaning in the
technical field, unless explicitly defined otherwise herein.
All references to "a/an/the [element, device, component,
means, step, etc]" are to be interpreted openly as refer-
ring to at least one instance of said element, device, com-
ponent, means, step, etc., unless explicitly stated other-
wise. The steps of any method disclosed herein do not
have to be performed in the exact order disclosed, unless
explicitly stated.

Brief description of the drawings

[0043] The above, as well as additional objects, fea-
tures and advantages of the present invention, will be
better understood through the following illustrative and
non-limiting detailed description of preferred embodi-
ments of the present invention, with reference to the ap-
pended drawings, where the same reference numerals
will be used for similar elements, wherein:

Figure 1 discloses an example of an optical setup of
a handheld Raman spectroscopy device.
Figure 2 discloses a front view of a handheld Raman
spectroscopy device.
Figure 3 discloses a side view of a handheld Raman
spectroscopy device.
Figure 4 discloses a front view of a handheld Raman
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spectroscopy device.
Figure 5 discloses a schematic flowchart of a method
of performing Raman spectroscopy.
Figure 6 discloses a side view of handheld Raman
spectroscopy device.
Figure 7 discloses a schematic flowchart of a method
of operating a handheld Raman spectroscopy de-
vice.
Figure 8 discloses a side view of handheld Raman
spectroscopy device.
Figure 9 discloses a schematic flowchart of a method
of operating a handheld Raman spectroscopy de-
vice.

Description of embodiments

[0044] The present invention will now be described
more fully hereinafter with reference to the accompany-
ing drawings, in which currently preferred embodiments
of the invention are shown. This invention may, however,
be embodied in many different forms and should not be
construed as limited to the embodiments set forth herein;
rather, these embodiments are provided for thorough-
ness and completeness, and fully convey the scope of
the invention to the skilled person.
[0045] Fig 1 illustrates an example of an optical setup
of a handheld Raman spectroscopy device 10. The hand-
held Raman spectroscopy device 10 is configured to il-
luminate a sample S with a focused electromagnetic
beam, such as laser light, to produce an illuminated spot
on the sample. The light at the illuminated spot of the
sample S interacts with the sample S and is scattered by
the sample S. The light scattered by the sample S in-
cludes, amongst others, a Raman contribution. This may
also be referred to as that the light at the illuminated spot
on the sample S is provided for excitation of the sample
S, whereby light having a Raman component will be scat-
tered by the sample S. The Raman component originates
from an in-elastic scattering of the light illuminating the
sample S. The physics behind Raman scattering is well-
known for a person skilled in the art. Moreover, for sake
of clarity, the disclosure will hereinafter typically refer only
to the relevant fraction of the scattered light and it will
typically be referred to as the Raman light or the scattered
Raman light.
[0046] The handheld Raman spectroscopy device 10
comprises a light source 11, also referred to as an elec-
tromagnetic beam source, and optics configured to focus
light from the light source 11 onto said illuminated spot
on the sample S. The light source 11 is configured to
provide a monochromatic light. The light source 11 is
preferably a laser, such as a laser diode, emitting laser
light. In the preferred embodiment, the monochromatic
light has a wavelength of about 785 nm.
[0047] The light emitted by the light source 11 is colli-
mated through a laser collimation lens 16 and then the
laser light propagates through a laser clean up filter 17
and is redirected 90° by an interference filter 18 and out

through an aperture 70 towards the sample S. The laser
beam is focused onto a tiny spot on the sample S, typically
smaller than 20mm in diameter, by a focusing lens 13.
Then, the laser light interacts with the molecules of the
sample S and is scattered by the sample S. The scattered
light includes Raman light. The scattered Raman light is
received through the aperture 70 and propagates through
the focusing lens 13, the interference filter 18 and a long
pass filter 19 and is focused on an entrance slit of a spec-
trometer 12 by an in-coupling lens (not shown).
[0048] The sample S is arranged close to the focusing
lens 13 of the system 10. The focusing lens 13 may form
an outer surface of the aperture 70 or there may be pro-
vided a separate aperture 70 outside the focusing lens.
In any case, the sample S is arranged close to the aper-
ture 70, such as within a few millimetres. Typically, the
sample S is a distance within 0-50mm, more preferably
within 0-10mm, from the window and from the focusing
lens 13. In a preferred embodiment, the focusing lens 13
forms the outer surface of the aperture 70. In a preferred
embodiment the focusing lens 13 is a so-called liquid
lens.
[0049] The spectrometer 15 comprises a sensor 15.
The sensor 15 comprises an array of sensor elements
having different sensitivity to light of different wave-
lengths and the sensor 15 is thereby capable of recording
information concerning different intensities of light at dif-
ferent wavelengths. That is, the sensor 15 is capable of
recording a spectrum of light received through the aper-
ture 70, the light including a Raman contribution of light
scattered by the sample.
[0050] The handheld Raman spectroscopy device 10
comprises a housing 30 housing amongst others the light
source 11, the spectrometer 15 and a control unit 14.
[0051] As mentioned above, the housing 30 is provided
with an aperture 70 allowing light from the light source
11 to exit the housing 30 through the aperture 70 in a
first direction L for illuminating the sample S and allowing
scattered light from the sample S to enter the housing 30
through the aperture 70 in a second direction L’, the sec-
ond direction L’ being opposite the first direction L.
[0052] The handheld Raman spectroscopy device 10
further comprises at least one distance sensor 40. The
distance sensor 40 is arranged in or on the housing 30
and faces along the first direction L. The distance sensor
40 is configured to measure a distance to the sample S.
By determining a distance between the distance sensor
40 and the sample S and by knowing the position of the
distance sensor 40 relative to the aperture 70 it is possible
to determine a distance between the aperture 70 and the
sample S.
[0053] In Figure 2 and 3, the handheld Raman spec-
troscopy device 10 is shown in a side view and in a front
view respectively. The handheld Raman spectroscopy
device 10 is shown in Figure 2 being provided with a
removeable cap 29 covering the aperture 70. The cap
29 forming a protective cover for the aperture 70 as well
as a safety measure in case of unintended activation of

11 12 



EP 4 206 659 A1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the light source 11.
[0054] In Figure 3, the handheld Raman spectroscopy
device 10 is shown with the cap 29 removed. The cap
29 may however be configured to cover both the aperture
70 as well as the distance sensor 40.
[0055] It is further illustrated how the distance sensor
40 may be arranged near the aperture 40. It further en-
visioned that the distance sensor 40 could be arranged
in the aperture 70. Having a small distance between the
distance sensor 40 and the aperture 70 could be bene-
ficial in terms of achieving a high reliability in the meas-
urements without having to compensate to great extent
for a possibly different aspect angle to sample S from the
distance sensor 40 and the aperture 70 respectively.
[0056] As is illustrated in Figure 4 and 5, the control
unit 14 of the handheld Raman spectroscopy device 10
is configured to allow operation of the light source 11
when the distance between the aperture 70 and the sam-
ple S is below an first measurement distance value MD1
and to prevent operation of the light source 11 when the
distance between the aperture 70 and the sample S is
above a second measurement distance value MD2.
[0057] In one preferred embodiment, the second
measurement distance value MD2 is equal to the first
measurement distance value MD1. In one preferred em-
bodiment, the second measurement distance value MD2
is larger than the first measurement distance value MD1.
[0058] The first measurement distance value MD1 is
preferably within 10-30mm. The second measurement
distance value MD2 is preferably within 10-30mm, while
also taking into account the above mentioned relation to
the first measurement distance value MD1. In certain ap-
plications, it may be desired to increase the first and/or
the second measurement distance MD1, MD2 value up
to approximately 50 mm. Additionally, in certain applica-
tions, it may be desired to decrease the first and/or the
second measurement distance MD1, MD2 value to or
close to 0 mm. It may be noted that the second meas-
urement distance value MD2 may in accordance with one
embodiment be chosen such that if the sample S is a
planar surface, parts of the handheld Raman spectros-
copy device 10 will, when the handheld Raman spectros-
copy device10 is angled relative to the planar surface,
hit the planar surface before the light beam from the ap-
erture 70 can reach an angle where it is parallel to the
planar surface. It may be noted that a distance sensor
40 typically is capable of detecting a distance to some-
thing not only along a straight line but it will typically de-
termine the shortest distance to anything being present
within a certain solid angle. At a minimum it is preferred
that the distance sensor 40 will detect a distance being
larger than the second measurement distance value MD2
before it is possible to have the handheld Raman spec-
troscopy device 10 being oriented backwards.
[0059] In one preferred embodiment, the light source
11 is switched off directly in response to the distance
between the aperture 70 and the sample S being above
the second measurement distance value MD2.

[0060] In one preferred embodiment, the light source
11 is switched off after a first predetermined switch-off-
time period TOFF1 in response to the distance between
the aperture 70 and the sample S being above the second
measurement distance value MD2.
[0061] The first predetermined switch-off-time period
TOFF1 is preferably within 200-800ms, preferably about
500ms.
[0062] In one preferred embodiment, the light source
11 is switched off after a second predetermined switch-
off-time period TOFF2 in response to the distance be-
tween the aperture 70 and the sample S being above an
intermediate measurement distance value IMD and be-
ing switched off directly or after the first predetermined
switch-off-time period TOFF1, preferably directly, in re-
sponse to the distance between the aperture 70 and the
sample S being above the second measurement dis-
tance value MD2, the second measurement distance val-
ue MD2 being larger than the intermediate measurement
distance value IMD. In case there is a delay triggered by
the second measurement distance value MD2, it is pre-
ferred that the first predetermined switch-off-time period
TOFF1 is shorter than the second predetermined switch-
off time period TOFF2. It may be noted that if the aperture
70 is close to the sample S and the handheld Raman
spectroscopy device 10 is moved such that the distance
between the aperture 70 and the sample S increases,
the intermediate measurement distance value IMD will
be reached first and thereby a timer associated with the
second predetermined switch-off-time period TOFF2 will
commence first and when the second measurement dis-
tance value MD2 is reached at a later stage, thereby a
timer associated with the first predetermined switch-off-
time period TOFF1 will be initiated later. Thus, the use
of "first" and "second" in the phrases first and second
switch-off-times are intended to be read as labels and
not as an indication of a certain order in time.
[0063] The handheld Raman spectroscopy device 10
may be configured to, in response to the distance be-
tween the aperture and the sample being below an acti-
vation distance value AD, automatically activate the light
source 11. This activation may be a direct activation. Al-
ternatively, the activation may be with a delay for a pre-
determined activation time period AT. The activation dis-
tance value AD may be equal to the first measurement
distance value MD1.
[0064] The handheld Raman spectroscopy device 10
may further be configured to, in response to the distance
between the aperture 70 and the sample S being below
the activation distance value AD, initiate the spectrome-
ter 15 to record a spectrum of light received through the
aperture 70, the light including a Raman contribution of
light scattered by the sample S.
[0065] The handheld Raman spectroscopy device 10
may further be configured to automatically, in response
to the distance between the aperture 70 and the sample
S being below the activation distance value AD and in
response to a spectrum of light being recorded, also an-
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alyse the recorded spectrum of light to determine the
Raman contribution. The handheld Raman spectroscopy
device 10 may further be configured to automatically, in
response to the distance between the aperture 70 and
the sample S being below the activation distance value
AD and in response to a spectrum of light being recorded
and in response to the recorded spectrum of light being
analysed to determine the Raman contribution, to also
match the Raman contribution with a database 21 and
thereby provide information about the substance of the
sample S. The information may be displayed on a display
22 of the handheld Raman spectroscopy device 10. The
database 21 is preferably provided in a memory 21 of
the handheld Raman spectroscopy device 10, but may
also be provided on a remote server for instance a cloud
server to which the handheld Raman spectroscopy de-
vice 10 may be connected for instance by means wired
or wireless connection.
[0066] In this context it may also be noted that in the
description, there is disclosed a plurality of different con-
trol parameters, such as first, second, and intermediate
measurement distance values, first and second prede-
termined switch-off-times, etc. which all may be set within
different ranges according to certain inter-related re-
quirements and which preferably are set within the pre-
ferred ranges, the handheld Raman spectroscopy device
10 does not necessarily need to incorporate all these
parameters. It may also be noted that the actual use of
the handheld Raman spectroscopy device 10 may result
in that only some of the parameters comes into play. As
an example, if the handheld Raman spectroscopy device
10 involves the use of both an intermediate and a second
measurement distance value IMD, MD2, the actual use
may be such that the handheld Raman spectroscopy de-
vice 10 is moved such that the second measurement
distance value MD2, e.g. associated with a direct switch-
off, will trigger the switch-off before the second predeter-
mined switch-off-time period TOFF2 has been reached.
[0067] It may also be noted that the sensors and pa-
rameters may also be used for other purposes not ex-
plicitly stated herein. For example, the distance sensor
40 may e.g. be used to provide a trigger to the control
unit 14 to communicate to the user, such as by a vibration,
sound signal and/or light signal, that the handheld Raman
spectroscopy device 10 has within a specific time-out
time period never reached any of the above discussed
distance values, such as the activation distance value
AD or any of the first and/or second measurement dis-
tance values MD1, MD2.
[0068] In Figure 6 a front view shown of an embodiment
of the handheld Raman spectroscopy device 10. Further-
more, Figure 7 shows a schematic flowchart of a method
for operating the handheld Raman spectroscopy device
10. In the embodiment shown in Figure 6, a cap removal
sensor 50 is provided. The cap removal sensor 50 is con-
figured to detect whether the cap 29 (shown in Figure 2)
covers or exposes the aperture 70. In the embodiment
of Figure 6, the handheld Raman spectroscopy device

10 is configured to initiate operation of the light source
11 in response to the cap removal sensor 50 detecting
that the aperture 70 is exposed and the distance sensor
40 detecting that the distance between the aperture 70
and the sample S is below the first measurement distance
value MD1, and to initiate the spectrometer 15 to record
a spectrum of light received through the aperture 70, the
light including a Raman contribution of light scattered by
the sample S.
[0069] The first measurement distance value MD1 is
preferably as mentioned in the foregoing in the interval
10mm to 30mm.
[0070] The cap removal sensor 50 may be configured
to detect removal of the cap 29 by means of one or several
of inductive sensing, capacitive sensing and/or magnetic
sensing. Further, the cap removal sensor 50 may be a
proximity sensor such as an IR sensor. Preferably, the
cap removal sensor 50 is an magnetic sensor such as a
hall sensor. Preferably, the cap removal sensor 50 is ar-
ranged associated with the housing 30 of the handheld
Raman spectroscopy device 10. The cap removal sensor
50 may be arranged in a position in the housing 30 of the
handheld Raman spectroscopy device where the risk of
the coming into contact with the sample S is reduced.
For instance, the cap removal sensor 50 may be arranged
inside the housing 30 near the aperture 70 such that it
can detect the removal of the cap 29 through the housing
30.
[0071] Preferably, the distance sensor 50 is configured
to be initiated automatically by the control unit 14 of the
handheld Raman spectroscopy device 10 as the cap re-
moval sensor 50 detects that the cap 29 has been re-
moved. However, it is also conceivable that the distance
sensor 50 may be configured to be manually activated
for instance by means of a user interface of the handheld
Raman spectroscopy device 10.
[0072] The distance sensor 40 could further be config-
ured to automatically shut off when the cap removal sen-
sor 50 detects the presence of the cap 29. Alternatively,
the distance sensor 40 could be used as the cap removal
sensor 50 and be activated by a user setting the handheld
Raman spectroscopy device 10 into a power-on mode.
[0073] Moreover, as is illustrated in embodiments of
Figures 4 and 5 which are also applicable to the embod-
iments of Figures 6 and 7, the handheld Raman spec-
troscopy device 10 may be configured to allow operation
of the light source 11 when the distance between aperture
70 and the sample S is below the first measurement dis-
tance MD1 value and to prevent operation of the light
source 11 when the distance between aperture 70 and
the sample S is above a second measurement distance
MD2 value. The second measurement distance value
MD2 being equal to or larger than the first measurement
distance value MD1.
[0074] Additionally, as described in the foregoing, the
handheld Raman spectroscopy device 10 may in re-
sponse to the cap removal sensor 50 detecting that the
aperture 70 is exposed and to that the spectrometer 15
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records a spectrum of light received through the aperture
70 be configured to initiate matching of the Raman con-
tribution of light scattered by the sample S against known
Raman contributions in a database 21. A substance of
the sample S could thus be determined by comparing
the Raman contribution thereof with the know Raman
response of substances in the database 21.
[0075] Moreover, as is illustrated in Figure 7, the hand-
held Raman spectroscopy device 10 could be configured
activate the light source 11 once the foregoing conditions
are fulfilled with the addition of the passing of a prede-
termined time period TP1 from the determining of that
the distance is above the first measurement distance
MD1. The time period TP1 may be between 200ms and
1000ms, preferably approximately 500ms. The time pe-
riod TP1 provides a delay that could be useful as a safety
measure to prevent the light source 11 from causing harm
to a user of the handheld Raman spectroscopy device
10. A user interface of the handheld Raman spectroscopy
device 10, such as a sound signal or visual indicator,
could be configured to be activated before the time period
TP1 has passed such to alert a user of that activation of
the light source 11 is imminent.
[0076] In Figure 8 is a front view shown of an embod-
iment of the handheld Raman spectroscopy device 10.
Furthermore, Figure 9 shows a schematic flowchart of a
method for operating the handheld Raman spectroscopy
device 10. The embodiments shown in Figures 8 and 9
are applicable to each of the embodiments described
herein unless explicitly stated otherwise.
[0077] As shown in Figure 8, it is shown how the hand-
held Raman spectroscopy device 10 is provided with a
color sensor 60 configured to detect spectral and/or in-
tensity properties of light reflected from the sample S in
response to the distance sensor 40 detecting that the
distance between aperture 70 and the sample S is below
a first color detection distance value CD1. The handheld
Raman spectroscopy device is configured to adjust the
light exiting the housing through the aperture and thereby
adjust spectral and/or intensity properties of light illumi-
nating the sample in response to the spectral and/or in-
tensity properties detected by the color sensor. The color
sensor 60 may be a photoelectric sensor, preferably a
multispectral sensor capable of detecting at least the
color and brightness/intensity of the sample S. The color
sensor 60 may be embodied as a digital camera.
[0078] Adjusting the light exiting the housing 30 by
means of the color sensor allows the measurement to be
improved. For instance, a certain color of the sample S
may beneficial to analyse with a light source 11 having
a certain wavelength. Additionally, a dark sample S could
exhibit rapid thermal development upon being illuminat-
ed with the light from the light source 11. The handheld
Raman spectroscopy device 10 could thus be adapted
to reduce the intensity of the light source 11 accordingly,
by reducing the intensity of the light exiting the device 10.
[0079] In order to adapt the spectral property of the
light source 11, the handheld Raman spectroscopy de-

vice may be provided with a tuneable light source 11
allowing adaptation of the wavelength of the emitted light.
Further still, the light source 11 may be provided with
several individual light sources 11 each having a different
wavelength that can be activated separate of one anoth-
er.
[0080] The intensity property of the light source 11 may
be adapted by altering the power output of the light source
11. Moreover, the intensity of the light exiting the device
10 may be altered by controlling the focusing lens 13 of
the raman Spectroscopy device 10. The focusing lens
13 may be a liquid lens allowing the focal length thereof
to be altered by applying and varying a voltage of the
liquid lens 13. In case the sample S is detected by the
color sensor S to have an intensity property that requires
that a low light intensity is used, the focusing lens 13
could be adapted such that the focal length is such be-
yond or before the sample S. This reduces the intensity
of the light per unit surface area of the sample S, thus
reducing the risk of exerting the sample S to a too high
temperature and thus damage caused by the thermal
development.
[0081] Alternatively, or in addition, the handheld Ram-
an spectroscopy device 10 may be provided with an ad-
justable aperture 70. The adjustable aperture 40 may
thus be configured to adjust the size of the aperture 70
in response the intensity information provided by the
color sensor 60. For example, if the color sensor 60 de-
tects the sample S having intensity properties requiring
a low light intensity for illuminating the sample S, the ad-
justable aperture 70 is configured to reduce the size of
the aperture 70 and thus reducing the amount of light
exiting the handheld Raman spectroscopy device 10.
The adjustable aperture 70 may be an iris aperture 70.
[0082] Additionally, the handheld Raman spectrosco-
py device 10 may be configured to control the spectrom-
eter 15 such that the analysis is based on spectral and/or
intensity properties of the sample S detected by the color
sensor 60.
[0083] The handheld Raman spectroscopy device 10
may further be configured to prohibit start of the light
source 11 based on information from the color sensor
60. Such information could include a non-response from
the color sensor 60, for instance if the color sensor 60 is
not able to detect color and/or intensity information of the
sample S. In such a situation, the handheld Raman spec-
troscopy device 10 could prevent activation of the light
source 11 to avoid illuminating the sample S with light
that could cause damage to the sample S and danger to
the user of the device 10. Additionally, the handheld Ra-
man spectroscopy device 10 could be configured to pro-
vide an indication to the user by means of a user interface
of the device 10, indicating the information from the color
sensor 60. The color sensor 60 could further detect that
color and/or intensity information of the sample S is not
compatible with operation of the device 10 and thus pre-
vent activation of the light source 11.
[0084] The color sensor 60 may further comprise a low
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intensity light being configured to illuminate the sample
S during detection of color and/or intensity of the sample
S. The low intensity light illuminates the sample S with
harmless light that facilitates the color sensor 60 to pro-
vide reliable detection regardless of the quality of the
ambient lighting.
[0085] Generally, all terms used in the claims are to be
interpreted according to their ordinary meaning in the
technical field, unless explicitly defined otherwise herein.
All references to "a/an/the [element, device, component,
means, step, etc]" are to be interpreted openly as refer-
ring to at least one instance of said element, device, com-
ponent, means, step, etc., unless explicitly stated other-
wise. The steps of any method disclosed herein do not
have to be performed in the exact order disclosed, unless
explicitly stated.
[0086] Additionally, variations to the disclosed embod-
iments can be understood and effected by the skilled
person in practicing the claimed invention, from a study
of the drawings, the disclosure, and the appended claims.
In the claims, the word "comprising" does not exclude
other elements or steps, and the indefinite article "a" or
"an" does not exclude a plurality. The mere fact that cer-
tain features are recited in mutually different dependent
claims does not indicate that a combination of these fea-
tures cannot be used to advantage.
[0087] It is contemplated that there are numerous mod-
ifications of the embodiments described herein, which
are still within the scope of the invention as defined by
the appended claims.

Claims

1. A handheld Raman spectroscopy device (10) com-
prising:

a light source (11),
a spectrometer (15),
wherein the light source (11) and the spectrom-
eter (15) are arranged in a housing (30), the
housing (30) being provided with an aperture
(70) allowing light (35) from the light source (11)
to exit the housing (30) through the aperture (70)
in a first direction (L) for illuminating a sample
(S) and allowing scattered light from the sample
(S) to enter the housing (30) through the aper-
ture (70) in a second direction (L’), the second
direction (L’) being opposite the first direction
(L), wherein the spectrometer (15) is configured
to analyse a Raman contribution of the scattered
light, the device (10) further comprising:

a distance sensor (40) facing along the first
direction (L), the distance sensor (40) being
configured to measure a distance to the
sample (S) in order to determine a distance
between the aperture (70) and the sample

(S), and
a color sensor (60) configured to detect
spectral and/or intensity properties of light
reflected from the sample (S) in response
to the distance sensor (40) detecting that
the distance between aperture (70) and the
sample (S) is below a first color detection
distance value (CD1),
wherein the handheld Raman spectroscopy
device (10) is configured to adjust the light
exiting the housing (30) through the aper-
ture (70) and thereby adjust spectral and/or
intensity properties of light illuminating the
sample (S) in response to the spectral
and/or intensity properties detected by the
color sensor (60).

2. The handheld Raman spectroscopy device (10) ac-
cording to claim 1, wherein the handheld Raman
spectroscopy device (10) is configured to adjust in-
tensity properties of light illuminating the sample (S)
in response to the spectral and/or intensity properties
detected by the color sensor (60).

3. The handheld Raman spectroscopy device (10) ac-
cording to claim 1 or 2, wherein the handheld Raman
spectroscopy device (10) is configured to adjust
spectral properties of the light illuminating the sam-
ple (S) in response to the spectral and/or intensity
properties detected by the color sensor (60).

4. The handheld Raman spectroscopy device (10) ac-
cording to claim 2 or 3, wherein the spectrometer
(15) is configured to adjust the analysis based on
spectral and/or intensity properties of the sample (S)
detected by the color sensor (60).

5. The handheld Raman spectroscopy device (10) ac-
cording to any one of the preceding claims, wherein
the handheld Raman spectroscopy device (10) is
configured to prohibit activation of light source (11)
based on information from the color sensor (60).

6. The handheld Raman spectroscopy device (10) ac-
cording to any one of the preceding claims, further
comprising a cap removal sensor (50) configured to
detect whether a cap (29) covers or exposes the ap-
erture (70), wherein the handheld Raman spectros-
copy device (10) is configured to initiate operation
of the light source (11) in response to: the cap re-
moval sensor (50) detecting that the aperture (70) is
exposed and the distance sensor (40) detecting that
the distance between the aperture (70) and the sam-
ple (S) is below a first measurement distance value
(MD1), and to initiate the spectrometer (15) to record
a spectrum of light received through the aperture
(70), the light including a Raman contribution of light
scattered by the sample (S).
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7. The handheld Raman spectroscopy device (10) ac-
cording to claim 6, wherein the distance sensor (40)
is configured to automatically shut off when the cap
(29) is placed over the aperture (70).

8. The handheld Raman spectroscopy device (10) ac-
cording to claim 6 or 7, wherein the cap removal sen-
sor (50) is configured to detect the removal of the
cap (29) and exposing of the aperture (70) based on
at least one selected from the group consisting of:
inductive sensing, capacitive sensing and/or mag-
netic sensing.

9. The handheld Raman spectroscopy device (10) ac-
cording to any one of claims 6 to 8, wherein the dis-
tance sensor (40) is configured to automatically ini-
tiate in response to the cap removal sensor (50) de-
tecting that the cap (29) being removed to expose
the aperture (70).

10. The handheld Raman spectroscopy device (10) ac-
cording to any one of claims 6 to 9, wherein the hand-
held Raman spectroscopy device (10) in response
to the cap removal sensor (50) detecting that the
aperture (70) is exposed and to that the spectrometer
(15) records a spectrum of light received through the
aperture (70) is configured to initiate matching of the
Raman contribution of light scattered by the sample
(S) against known Raman contributions in a data-
base.

11. The handheld Raman spectroscopy device (10) ac-
cording to any one of the preceding claims, wherein
the handheld Raman spectroscopy device (10) is
configured to allow operation of the light source (11)
when the distance between aperture (70) and the
sample (S) is below an first measurement distance
value (MD1) and to prevent operation of the light
source (11) when the distance between aperture (70)
and the sample (S) is above a second measurement
distance value (MD2), the second measurement dis-
tance value (MD2) being equal to or larger than the
first measurement distance value (MD1).

12. A handheld Raman spectroscopy device (10) ac-
cording to claim 11, wherein the second measure-
ment distance value (MD2) is equal to or larger than
the first measurement distance value (MD1).

13. A handheld Raman spectroscopy device (10) ac-
cording to claim 11 or 12, wherein the light source
(11) is switched off directly in response to the dis-
tance between the aperture (70) and the sample (S)
being above the second measurement distance val-
ue (MD2).

14. The handheld Raman spectroscopy device (10) ac-
cording to any one of the preceding claims, wherein

the cap (29) is configured to cover at least one of the
distance sensor (40) and a color sensor (60) of the
handheld Raman spectroscopy device (10).

15. A method for operating a handheld Raman spectros-
copy device (10) according to any one of the preced-
ing claims, the handheld Raman spectroscopy de-
vice (10) comprising:

a light source (11),
a spectrometer (15),
wherein the light source (11) and the spectrom-
eter (15) are arranged in a housing (30), the
housing (30) being provided with an aperture
(70) allowing light from the light source (11) to
exit the housing (30) through the aperture (70)
in a first direction (L) for illuminating a sample
(S) and allowing scattered light from the sample
(S) to enter the housing (30) through the aper-
ture (70) in a second direction (L’), the second
direction (L’) being opposite the first direction
(L), wherein the spectrometer (15) is configured
to analyse a Raman contribution of the scattered
light, the device further comprising:
a distance sensor (40) facing along the first di-
rection (L), the distance sensor (40) being con-
figured to measure a distance to the sample (S)
in order to determine a distance between the
aperture (70) and the sample (S), the method
comprising:

detecting by a color sensor (60) spectral
and/or intensity properties of light reflected
from the sample (S) in response to the dis-
tance sensor (40) detecting that the dis-
tance between aperture (70) and the sam-
ple (S) is below a first color detection dis-
tance value (CD1),
adjusting by the handheld Raman spectros-
copy device (10) the light exiting the housing
(30) through the aperture (70) and thereby
adjusting spectral and/or intensity proper-
ties of light illuminating the sample (S) in
response to the spectral and/or intensity
properties detected by the color sensor
(60).
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