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(54) FAST CHARGING METHOD AND SYSTEM, TERMINAL, AND CHARGER

(67)  The present invention provides a fast charging
method and system, a terminal, and a charger. The meth-
od includes: sending, by a terminal, instruction informa-
tion to a charger connected to the terminal, so as to in-
struct the charger to adjust an output voltage and an out-
put current; and converting, by the terminal, the output
voltage of the charger into 1/K times the output voltage,
and converting the output current of the charger into K
times the output current, so that a charging circuit be-
tween two sides of the battery charges the battery with
the 1/K times the output voltage and the K times the out-
put current, where K is a conversion coefficient of a con-
version unit with a fixed conversion ratio in the terminal
and is a constant value, and K is any real number greater
than 1. The terminal can be fast charged by implementing
the fast charging method provided in the present inven-
tion.

A terminal 10 is configured to obtain a value of a voltage between

positive and negative electrodes of a battery in the terminal 10 M\ S101
The terminal 10 is configured to: generate instruction information
according to the value of the voltage between the positive and e 5102

negative electrodes of the battery, and send the instruction
information to a charger 20

'

The charger 20 is configured to: adjust a voltage value of an output
voltage to K times the value of the voltage between the positive and
negative electrodes of the battery according to the instruction
information, determine a charging mode according to the instruction ™\~ 5103
information, obtain a current valuc corresponding to the charging
modec, and adjust an output current according to the corresponding
current value

v

The terminal 10 is configured to: convert the output voltage of the
charger 20 into 1/K times the output voltage, and convert the output
current of the charger 20 into K times the output current, so that a e S104
charging circuit between the two ends of the battery charges the
battery with the 1/K times the output voltage and the K times the
output current

FIG. 2
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Description
TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a charging
technology, and in particular, to a fast charging method
and system, and an apparatus.

BACKGROUND

[0002] With development of technologies, terminals
have increasingly powerful functions. Users may work
and entertain themselves by using the terminals, and a
terminal has become indispensable in people’s daily life.
However, a battery life of a terminal is limited, and a user
needs to charge the terminal constantly.

[0003] However, as a battery configured for the termi-
nal has an increasingly large capacity and increasingly
high density, it takes an increasingly long time to charge
the terminal. Consequently, normal use of the user is
greatly affected, and user experience is relatively poor.

SUMMARY

[0004] Embodiments of the present invention provide
a fast charging method and system, a terminal, and a
charger, to fast charge the terminal, thereby improving
user experience.

[0005] A first aspect of the presentinvention discloses
a terminal, and the terminal includes a detection circuit,
a conversion circuit, a transmitter, a receiver, a central
processing unit CPU, a charging circuit, and a battery,
where

the detection circuit is configured to detect a value
of a voltage between positive and negative elec-
trodes of the battery;

the CPU is configured to generate instruction infor-
mation according to the value of the voltage between
the positive and negative electrodes of the battery;
the transmitter is configured to send the instruction
information to a charger connected to the terminal,
so as to instruct the charger to adjust an output volt-
age and an output current;

the receiver is configured to receive the output volt-
age and the output current transmitted from the
charger, where the receiver is electrically connected
to the charger;

the conversion circuit is configured to: convert the
output voltage received by the receiver into 1/K times
the output voltage, and convert the output current
received by the receiver into K times the output cur-
rent, where the conversion circuit is a conversion
circuit with a fixed conversion ratio, the conversion
coefficient K is a constant value, and K is any real
number greater than 1; and

the charging circuit is configured to charge the bat-
tery with the 1/K times the output voltage and the K
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times the output current.

[0006] It should be noted that the conversion circuit is
a buck circuit or a switch-capacitor conversion circuit.
[0007] With reference to the content described in the
first aspect, further,

the CPU is configured to: compare the value of the volt-
age between the positive and negative electrodes with a
first preset threshold, to obtain a comparison result, and
generate the instruction information according to the
comparison result.

[0008] With reference to the content described above,
it should be noted that the CPU is further configured to:
when detecting that the voltage between the positive and
negative electrodes of the battery reaches a second pre-
set threshold, send a break connection notification to the
receiver; and

the receiver is configured to break an electrical connec-
tion to the charger according to the break connection
notification, where the first preset threshold is less than
or equal to the second preset threshold.

[0009] Further, it should be noted that the terminal fur-
therincludes a memory and a bus system. The processor
and the memory are connected by using the bus system.
The memory is configured to store an instruction. The
processor is configured to execute the instruction stored
in the memory, so that the terminal is fast charged.
[0010] A second aspect of the present invention dis-
closes a charger, and the charger includes a receiver, a
voltage adjustment circuit, and a current adjustment cir-
cuit, where

the receiver is configured to receive instruction in-
formation sent by a terminal, where the instruction
information includes a value of a voltage between
positive and negative electrodes of a battery in the
terminal and K times the value of the voltage between
the positive and negative electrodes, and K is any
real number greater than 1;

the voltage adjustment circuit is configured to adjust
a voltage value of an output voltage to K times the
value of the voltage between the positive and neg-
ative electrodes of the battery; and

the current adjustment circuit is configured to: deter-
mine a charging mode according to the value of the
voltage between the positive and negative elec-
trodes of the battery, obtain a current value corre-
sponding to the charging mode, and adjust an output
current according to the corresponding current val-
ue, where the charging mode includes but is not lim-
ited to a pre-charging mode, a fast charging mode,
and a float charging mode.

[0011] Athird aspect of the presentinvention discloses
another charger, and the charger includes a receiver, a
voltage adjustment circuit, and a current adjustment cir-
cuit, where
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the receiver is configured to receive instruction in-
formation sent by a terminal, where the instruction
information includes a value of a voltage between
positive and negative electrodes of a battery in the
terminal;

the voltage adjustment circuit is configured to adjust
a voltage value of an output voltage to K times the
value of the voltage between the positive and neg-
ative electrodes of the battery, where K is any real
number greater than 1, and Kis a voltage adjustment
coefficient pre-stored in the charger; and

the current adjustment circuit is configured to: deter-
mine a charging mode according to the value of the
voltage between the positive and negative elec-
trodes of the battery, obtain a current value corre-
sponding to the charging mode, and adjust an output
current according to the corresponding current val-
ue, where the charging mode includes but is not lim-
ited to a pre-charging mode, a fast charging mode,
and a float charging mode.

[0012] A fourth aspectof the present invention disclos-
esafastcharging system, the systemincludes aterminal,
a charger, and a connection cable, and the terminal is
connected to the charger by using the connection cable,
where

the terminal is configured to obtain a value of a volt-
age between positive and negative electrodes of a
battery in the terminal;

the terminalis further configured to: generate instruc-
tion information according to the value of the voltage
between the positive and negative electrodes of the
battery, and send the instruction information to the
charger;

the charger is configured to adjust a voltage value
of an output voltage to K times the value of the volt-
age between the positive and negative electrodes of
the battery according to the instruction information,
where K is any real number greater than 1;

the charger is further configured to: determine a
charging mode according to the instruction informa-
tion, obtain a current value corresponding to the
charging mode, and adjust an output current accord-
ing to the corresponding current value; and

the terminal is configured to: convert the output volt-
age of the charger into 1/K times the output voltage,
and convert the output current of the charger into K
times the output current, so that a charging circuit
between the two ends of the battery charges the bat-
tery with the 1/K times the output voltage and the K
times the output current, where K is a conversion
coefficient of a conversion circuit with a fixed con-
version ratio in the terminal and is a constant value.

[0013] With reference to the content described in the
fourth aspect, that the terminal generates instruction in-
formation according to the value of the voltage between
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the positive and negative electrodes of the battery in-
cludes: the terminal compares the value of the voltage
between the positive and negative electrodes with a first
preset threshold, to obtain a comparison result, and gen-
erates the instruction information according to the com-
parison result.

[0014] With reference to the content described in the
fourth aspect, when the terminal in the system detects
that the voltage between the positive and negative elec-
trodes of the battery reaches a second preset threshold,
the terminal can break an electrical connection between
the terminal and the charger, or may instruct the charger
to enter a sleep mode, so thatthe charger stops supplying
power to the terminal.

[0015] It should be noted that when a battery level
reaches a third preset threshold, the terminal may further
actively disconnectthe electrical connection to the charg-
er, or may instruct the charger to enter a sleep mode, so
that the charger stops supplying power to the terminal.
[0016] A fifth aspect of the present invention discloses
a fast charging method, and the method includes:

detecting a value of a voltage between positive and
negative electrodes of a battery in a terminal;
generating instruction information according to the
value of the voltage between the positive and neg-
ative electrodes of the battery;

sending the instruction information to a charger con-
nected to the terminal, so as to instruct the charger
to adjust an output voltage and an output current
according to the value of the voltage between the
positive and negative electrodes of the battery;
receiving, by the terminal, the output voltage and the
output current transmitted from the charger;
converting the output voltage of the charger into 1/K
times the output voltage, and converting the output
current of the charger into K times the output current,
where K is a conversion coefficient of a conversion
circuit with a fixed conversion ratio in the terminal, K
is a constant value, and K is any real number greater
than 1; and

charging the battery with the 1/K times the output
voltage and the K times the output current.

[0017] With reference to the content described in the
fifth aspect, further, the generating, by the terminal, in-
struction information according to the value of the voltage
between the positive and negative electrodes of the bat-
tery includes: comparing, by the terminal, the value of
the voltage between the positive and negative electrodes
with afirst preset threshold, to obtain a comparison result,
and generating the instruction information according to
the comparison result.

[0018] With reference to the content described in the
fifth aspect, it should be noted that when the terminal is
fully charged, or a battery level reaches a third preset
threshold, or the voltage reaches a second preset thresh-
old, the terminal breaks an electrical connection between
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the terminal and the charger or instructs the charger to
stop charging.

[0019] Asixthaspectofthe presentinventiondiscloses
another fast charging method, and the method includes:

receiving, by a charger, instruction information sent
by a terminal, where the instruction information in-
cludes a value of a voltage between positive and
negative electrodes of a battery in the terminal;
adjusting, by the charger, a voltage value of an output
voltage to K times the value of the voltage between
the positive and negative electrodes of the battery,
where K is any real number greater than 1, and K is
a voltage adjustment coefficient pre-stored in the
charger; and

determining, by the charger, a charging mode ac-
cording to the value of the voltage between the pos-
itive and negative electrodes of the battery, obtaining
a current value corresponding to the charging mode,
and adjusting an output current according to the cor-
responding current value.

[0020] It may be learned from the foregoing that the
technical solutions of the present invention provide a fast
charging method and system, a terminal, and a charger.
In the technical solutions provided in the present inven-
tion, the instruction information is sent to the charger con-
nected to the terminal, so as to instruct the charger to
adjust the output voltage and the output current. The ter-
minal converts the output voltage of the charger into 1/K
times the output voltage, and converts the output current
of the charger into K times the output current. The con-
version circuit is a conversion circuit with a fixed conver-
sion ratio. The conversion coefficient K is a constant val-
ue, and Kis any real number greater than 1. The charging
circuit in the terminal charges the battery with the 1/K
times the output voltage and the K times the output cur-
rent. The terminal can be fast charged by implementing
the technical solutions provided in the present invention,
thereby improving user experience.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0021] To describe the technical solutions in the em-
bodiments of the present invention more clearly, the fol-
lowing briefly describes the accompanying drawings re-
quired for describing the embodiments of the present in-
vention. Apparently, the accompanying drawings in the
following description show merely some embodiments
of the present invention, and a person of ordinary skill in
the art may still derive other drawings from these accom-
panying drawings without creative efforts.

FIG. 1is a schematic diagram of a fast charging sys-
tem according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a fast charging method ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention;
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FIG. 2a is a flowchart of a fast charging method ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 3 is a structural diagram of a fast charging sys-
tem according to another embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 3a is a diagram of a physical structure of a ter-
minal according to another embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 4 is a diagram of a buck circuit according to an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a circuit diagram of a switch-capacitor con-
verter according to another embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of a fast charging method ac-
cording to another embodiment of the presentinven-
tion;

FIG. 7 is a flowchart of a fast charging method ac-
cording to another embodiment of the presentinven-
tion;

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of a fast charging method ac-
cording to another embodiment of the presentinven-
tion; and

FIG.9is a schematicdiagram of pulse current charg-
ing according to another embodiment of the present
invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0022] The following clearly describes the technical so-
lutions in the embodiments of the present invention with
reference to the accompanying drawings in the embod-
iments of the present invention. Apparently, the de-
scribed embodiments are a part rather than all of the
embodiments of the present invention. All other embod-
iments obtained by a person of ordinary skill in the art
based on the embodiments of the present invention with-
out creative efforts shall fall within the protection scope
of the present invention.

[0023] As terminals become increasingly powerful,
people become more dependent on the terminals, and
even take the terminals at any time. People may com-
municate, work, entertain themselves, and do the like by
using the terminals, and a terminal plays an important
role in daily life. An ensuing problem is that when a large
quantity of applications simultaneously run for a long
time, power of a terminalis consumed quickly. Inaddition,
because a battery configured for the terminal has a large
capacity and high density, a charging speed is relatively
slow. Consequently, use of a user is greatly affected, and
user experience is reduced.

[0024] The present invention provides a fast charging
system (FCS for short). The FCS can implement fast
charging. For a detailed schematic diagram of the FCS,
refer to FIG. 1. The system includes a terminal 10, a
charger 20, and a connection cable 30. The terminal 10
is connected to the charger 20 by using the connection
cable 30.

[0025] It should be noted that as shown in FIG. 2, the
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system implements fast charging by using the following
procedure.

[0026] S101. The terminal 10 is configured to obtain a
value of a voltage between positive and negative elec-
trodes of a battery in the terminal 10.

[0027] There are many manners of obtaining the volt-
age value of the battery. For example, a detection circuit
may be formed by connecting the two ends of the battery,
so that the value of the voltage between the positive and
negative electrodes of the battery can be obtained at any
time.

[0028] The terminal may be an electronic device such
as amobile phone, a tablet computer, anintelligent wear-
able device, or a computer.

[0029] The battery in the terminal is usually a lithium-
ion battery. A type of the battery is not limited herein.
[0030] S102.Theterminal 10isconfiguredto: generate
instruction information according to the value of the volt-
age between the positive and negative electrodes of the
battery, and send the instruction information to the charg-
er 20.

[0031] It may be understood that the connection cable
between the terminal 10 and the charger 20 has a com-
munication function, and may be used for transferring
information between the terminal 10 and the charger 20.
[0032] It may be understood that in addition to the con-
nection cable, there are communication lines (that is, a
line D+ and a line D-) between the terminal 10 and the
charger 20. Direct current voltages with various ampli-
tudes are separately applied to the lines D+ and D-, and
multiple status combinations are generated. Each state
may represent one signal. For example, (0 V, 0 V) rep-
resents that a charging currentis 0 A. (0 V, 0.4 V) rep-
resents 0.5 A. (0.4 V, 0.4 V) represents 2 A. (2.8 V, 2.8
V) represents that charging stops. Optionally, PWM volt-
ages with a duty cycle are separately applied to the lines
D+ and D-, and a pulse width is used to represent a signal.
[0033] It may be understood that, alternatively, com-
munication may be performed between the terminal 10
and the charger 20 in a wireless manner.

[0034] S103. The charger 20 is configured to: adjust a
voltage value of an output voltage to K times the value
of the voltage between the positive and negative elec-
trodes of the battery according to the instruction informa-
tion, determine a charging mode according to the instruc-
tion information, obtain a current value corresponding to
the charging mode, and adjust an output current accord-
ing to the corresponding current value, where K is any
real number greater than 1.

[0035] It may be understood that the instruction infor-
mation includes the value V1 of the voltage between the
positive and negative electrodes of the battery and V2,
that is, K times the value of the voltage between the pos-
itive and negative electrodes of the battery. Because K
is greater than 1, V2 is greater than V1. The charger
directly adjusts the output voltage to V2, that is, K times
the value of the voltage between the positive and nega-
tive electrodes of the battery.
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[0036] It may be understood that the instruction infor-
mation includes the value V1 of the voltage between the
positive and negative electrodes of the battery, and a
voltage adjustment coefficient K is pre-stored in the
charger. Therefore, the charger directly adjusts the out-
put voltage to V2, that is, K times the value of the voltage
between the positive and negative electrodes of the bat-
tery. The charger determines the charging mode accord-
ing to the value V1 of the voltage between the positive
and negative electrodes of the battery, then obtains the
current value corresponding to the charging mode from
a memory of the terminal, and adjusts the output current
according to the corresponding current value.

[0037] S104. The terminal 10 is configured to: convert
the output voltage of the charger 20 into 1/K times the
output voltage, and convert the output current of the
charger 20 into Ktimes the output current, so thata charg-
ing circuit between the two ends of the battery charges
the battery with the 1/K times the output voltage and the
K times the output current, where K is a conversion co-
efficient of a conversion circuit with a fixed conversion
ratio in the terminal and is a constant value.

[0038] Itmaybe understood that, in a process of charg-
ing the terminal 10, the voltage between the positive and
negative electrodes of the battery may be obtained at
any time, and a charging current may be adjusted ac-
cording to the value of the voltage. For example, the ter-
minal 10 compares the obtained voltage value with a first
preset threshold, obtains a comparison result, and gen-
erates the instruction information according to the com-
parisonresult, toinstruct the charger to adjustthe current.
In addition, it should be noted that when the terminal 10
detects that the voltage between the positive and nega-
tive electrodes of the battery reaches a second preset
threshold, the terminal breaks an electrical connection
between the terminal and the charger. The first preset
threshold is less than or equal to the second preset
threshold.

[0039] It may be understood that, the terminal in the
FCS provided in this embodiment of the presentinvention
uses a direct current/direct current (DC/DC) conversion
manner with a fixed conversion ratio, works with a fixed
maximum duty cycle, and continuously adjusts the output
voltage and the output current of the charger based on
a real-time voltage feedback of the battery, thereby ef-
fectively improving charging efficiency of the entire FCS
and shortening a fast charging time.

[0040] AsshowninFIG. 2a, in another embodiment of
the present invention, a specific fast charging method is
provided. The method may be applied to the FCS de-
scribed in FIG. 1. It is assumed that 3 V is a lower limit
threshold of a fast charging voltage, 4.15 V is an upper
limit threshold of the fast charging voltage, and a conver-
sion coefficient K of a DC/DC conversion module with a
fixed conversion ratio in a terminal is equal to 2, and the
method includes the following steps.

[0041] S201. The terminal is connected to a charger
by using a connection cable.



9 EP 4 207 552 A1 10

[0042] S202. The terminal detects a value of a voltage
between positive and negative electrodes of a battery in
the terminal, and sends the voltage value to the charger
by using the connection cable.

[0043] S203. The charger determines whetherthe volt-
age value is greater than 3 V.

[0044] S204. When the voltage value is less than 3 V,
the charger enables a pre-charging mode.

[0045] The pre-charging mode is as follows: When the
voltage value is less than 3 V, the charger performs pre-
charging with a small current, a selected pre-charging
current is 0.2 C (a current range may be 0.05 C to 0.5
C). A current value of the pre-charging current may be
presetatdelivery, ormay be manually setby a user within
the current range. It should be noted that if a capacity of
the battery is 3 Ah, 1 C represents 3 A.

[0046] S205. When the voltage value falls within a
range of 3.0V t04.15V, the charger enables a fast charg-
ing mode.

[0047] The fastcharging mode is as follows: When the
value of the voltage between the positive and negative
electrodes of the battery falls within the range of 3.0 V to
4.15V, the charger performs fast charging. The charger
adjusts a specified charging current of 2.0 C (a current
range maybe 0.5Cto 10 C). A currentvalue of the current
may be preset at delivery, or may be manually set by a
user within the current range. In this fast charging phase,
an output voltage of the charger is V1, and V1 is specif-
ically determined according to a real-time feedback volt-
age Vpaiery Of the battery. Specifically, V1=V 46, X2 An
output current of the charger is 2.0 C. A mobile phone
side converts the outputvoltage V1 and the output current
11 of the charger by using the DC/DC conversion module
with a fixed conversion ratio. An output voltage V2 of the
conversion circuit=V1/2=Vy e, and an output current
12=2.0 Cx2=4.0 C.

[0048] S206. When the voltage value is greater than
4.15V, the charger performs float charging.

[0049] The floatcharging may be understood as charg-
ing with a constant voltage or a small current.

[0050] When the feedback voltage of the battery ex-
ceeds 4.15 V, the charger adjusts the charging current.
A charging current range is 0.01 C to 1.0 C. A current
value of the current may be preset at delivery, or may be
manually set by a user within the current range.

[0051] The following describes in detail structures of a
terminal and a charger in an FCS according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention with reference to FIG.
3. As shown in FIG. 3, aterminal 10 in the FCS includes
a detection circuit 110, a conversion circuit 120, a trans-
mitter 130, a battery 140, a Central Processing Unit
(CPU) 150, a charging circuit 160, and a receiver 170.
[0052] The detection circuit 110 is configured to detect
a value of a voltage between positive and negative elec-
trodes of the battery 140.

[0053] Forexample, as shown in FIG. 3a, in a specific
detection circuit for detecting a voltage of a battery in a
mobile phone, a switch Qb is serially connected to the
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battery. During charging, the switch Qb is turned on.
When the voltage of the battery is being detected, the
switch Qb is turned off. Both a charging current and a
discharging current are 0, so that voltage drops of the
cable and internal resistance drop to the minimum. Qd
is turned on at the same time. The voltage of the battery
is divided by R1R2 and sent to a back-end analog-to-
digital converter or a comparator, to obtain the voltage
of the battery.

[0054] The CPU 150 is configured to generate instruc-
tion information according to the value of the voltage be-
tween the positive and negative electrodes of the battery
140.

[0055] The transmitter 130 is configured to send the
instruction information to a charger 20 connected to the
terminal 10, so as to instruct the charger 20 to adjust an
output voltage and an output current.

[0056] The receiver 170 is configured to receive the
output voltage and the output current transmitted from
the charger, where the receiver is electrically connected
to the charger.

[0057] The conversion circuit 120 is configured to: con-
vert the output voltage received by the receiver 170 into
1/K times the output voltage, and convert the output cur-
rent received by the receiver 170 into K times the output
current, where the conversion circuit 120 is a conversion
circuit with a fixed conversion ratio, the conversion coef-
ficient K is a constant value, and K is any real number
greater than 1.

[0058] The charging circuit 160 is configured to charge
the battery 140 with the 1/K times the output voltage and
the K times the output current.

[0059] Optionally, the conversion circuit is a buck cir-
cuit or a switch-capacitor conversion circuit.

[0060] Forexample,asshowninFIG.4,the conversion
circuit 120 uses a buck manner with a fixed duty cycle.
In a buck with a fixed duty cycle, switching transistors Q1
and Q2 form a bridge arm. Drive signals V1 and V2 drive
Q1 and Q2 to be alternatively turned on, to convert a
direct current voltage Vin into a pulse voltage with a fixed
duty cycle, and implement a voltage drop with a conver-
sion coefficient of K. A direct current voltage Vout is out-
put after filtering of an inductor L3, and Vout=Vin/K. The
duty cycle is fixed at a maximum value, to implement
efficient charging. In addition, in the buck manner with a
fixed duty cycle, multiple bucks may be connected in par-
allel according to a sequence of phases to form a mul-
tiphase buck.

[0061] For example, as shown in FIG. 5, the DC/DC
conversion module may be further a switch-capacitor
converter. Four switching transistors in the switch-capac-
itor converter are connected in series. A capacitor C7 is
connected between a midpoint of Q1Q2 and a midpoint
of Q3Q4. V2 to V5 are drivers of the switching transistors.
V2 and V5 are complementary. V3 and V4 are comple-
mentary. A 2:1 switch-capacitor converter may drop an
input voltage to a half of the input voltage at a fixed ratio
of 2:1. After conversion performed on Vin by the conver-
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sion circuit, an output voltage Vout~Vin/2. Switch-capac-
itor conversion does not need an inductor, and aloss can
be significantly reduced. Therefore, conversion efficien-
cy can be significantly improved, and a larger charging
current can be implemented.

[0062] It maybe understoodthat,in aprocess of charg-
ing the terminal 10, the voltage of the battery 140 is con-
tinuously increased, and therefore it is required to con-
tinuously instruct the charger to adjust an output current.
Therefore, the CPU 150 is further configured to: compare
the voltage value obtained by the detection circuit 110
with afirst preset threshold, to obtain a comparisonresult,
and generate the instruction information according to the
comparison result. The transmitter 130 is configured to
send the instruction information to the charger. The in-
struction information is used to instruct the charger to
adjust the output current. For example, the first preset
threshold is 3 V. The detection circuit 110 detects the
value of the voltage between the positive and negative
electrodes of the battery, and the detected value of the
voltage between the positive and negative electrodes is
2.5 V. The CPU 150 determines that the value of the
voltage between the positive and negative electrodes is
less than the first preset threshold, and instructs the
charger to perform charging in a slow charging manner.
If the detected voltage value is 3.5 V, the CPU 150 de-
termines that the value of the voltage between the pos-
itive and negative electrodes is greater than the first pre-
set threshold, and instructs the charger to perform charg-
ing in a fast charging manner. The slow charging manner
has a corresponding output current (which may be a cur-
rent value, or may be a value range). The fast charging
manner also has a corresponding output current (which
may be a current value, or may be a value range).
[0063] Further, it should be noted that, an electricity
quantity of the battery 140 is continuously accumulated
astime goes by, and then the detection circuit 110 detects
abattery level of the battery 140, and determines whether
the battery 140 is fully charged. Therefore, the CPU 150
is further configured to: when detecting that the voltage
of the battery 140 reaches a second preset threshold,
send a break connection notification to the receiver 170.
The receiver 170 is configured to break an electrical con-
nection to the charger according to the break connection
notification. Optionally, when detecting that the voltage
of the battery 140 reaches the second preset threshold,
the CPU 150 may further instruct the charger 20 to enter
a sleep mode, so that the charger stops supplying power.
[0064] The detection circuit 110 may be further config-
ured to detect a current of the battery 140 and a state of
charge of the battery. When the current is excessively
large or charges are consumed excessively quickly, the
detection circuit 110 gives a notification on an interface
of the terminal.

[0065] It should be noted that in this embodiment of
the presentinvention, the terminal 10 may further include
a memory 180 and a bus system. The CPU 150 and the
memory are connected by using the bus system. The
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memory is configured to store an instruction. The proc-
essor is configured to execute the instruction stored in
the memory, so that the terminal 10 performs the fast
charging method. It should be understood that in this em-
bodiment of the present invention, the CPU 150 may be
another general-purpose processor, a Digital Signal
Processor (DSP), an Application Specific Integrated Cir-
cuit) (ASIC), a Field-Programmable Gate Array (FPGA)
or another programmable logic device, a discrete gate
or a transistor logic device, a discrete hardware compo-
nent, or the like. The general-purpose processor may be
a microprocessor, or the processor may be any conven-
tional processor. The memory may include a read-only
memory and a random access memory, and provide an
instruction and data for the CPU. A part of the memory
may further include a nonvolatile random access mem-
ory. For example, the memory may further store informa-
tion about a device type. In addition to a data bus, the
bus system may include a power bus, a control bus, a
status signal bus, and the like.

[0066] As shown in FIG. 3, the charger 20 in the FCS
includes a receiver 210, a voltage adjustment circuit 220,
and a current adjustment circuit 230.

[0067] The receiver 210 is configured to receive in-
struction information sent by the terminal 10, where the
instruction information includes a value of a voltage be-
tween positive and negative electrodes of the battery in
the terminal 10 and K times the value of the voltage be-
tween the positive and negative electrodes, and K is any
real number greater than 1.

[0068] The voltage adjustmentcircuit220 is configured
to adjust a voltage value of an output voltage to K times
the value of the voltage between the positive and nega-
tive electrodes of the battery.

[0069] The currentadjustment circuit 230 is configured
to: determine a charging mode according to the value of
the voltage between the positive and negative electrodes
of the battery, obtain a current value corresponding to
the charging mode, and adjust an output current accord-
ing to the corresponding current value.

[0070] Optionally, the charger is connected to a power
supply. Therefore, the charger includes an alternating
current/direct current conversion module, so as to con-
vert an alternating current provided by the power supply
into a direct current.

[0071] It may be understood that, in the present inven-
tion, the terminal uses a DC/DC conversion manner with
a fixed conversion ratio, works with a fixed duty cycle,
and continuously adjusts the output voltage and the out-
put current of the charger based on a real-time voltage
feedback of the battery. Conversion efficiency of the
DC/DC conversion manner is higher, so that a charging
current output to the battery on a mobile phone side can
be larger, and charging efficiency of the entire FCS is
effectively improved, thereby effectively shortening a fast
charging time.

[0072] For the fast charging system in FIG. 1, an em-
bodiment of the present invention further provides a
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charging method. The method includes a terminal side
method and a charger side method.

[0073] As shown in FIG. 6, the fast charging method
on a terminal side includes the following steps:

S301. A terminal 10 detects a value of a voltage be-
tween positive and negative electrodes of a battery
in the terminal 10.

S302. The terminal 10 generates instruction infor-
mation according to the value of the voltage between
the positive and negative electrodes of the battery,
and sends the instruction information to a charger
connected to the terminal 10, so as to instruct the
charger 20 to adjust an output voltage and an output
current.

S303. The terminal 10 converts the output voltage
of the charger into 1/K times the output voltage, and
converts the output current of the charger 20 into K
times the output current, where K is a conversion
coefficient of a conversion circuit with a fixed con-
version ratio in the terminal 10, K is a constant value,
and K is any real number greater than 1.

S304. The terminal 10 charges the battery with the
1/K times the output voltage and the K times the out-
put current.

[0074] It may be understood that in a fast charging
process, the voltage between the positive and negative
electrodes of the battery in the terminal 10 continuously
changes, and the battery needs to be charged with dif-
ferent currents according to different voltage ranges of
the battery.

[0075] Therefore, that the terminal generates the in-
struction information according to the value of the voltage
between the positive and negative electrodes of the bat-
tery includes the following:

[0076] The terminal compares the value of the voltage
between the positive and negative electrodes with a first
preset threshold, to obtain a comparison result, and gen-
erates the instruction information according to the com-
parisonresult. Further, it should be noted that the terminal
10 needs to continuously detect whether the battery is
fully charged, and when the battery is fully charged,
needs to instruct the charger 20 to stop charging or dis-
connect an electrical connection to the charger 20. Op-
tionally, the terminal 10 may detect whether the voltage
between the positive and negative electrodes of the bat-
tery reaches a second preset threshold, and when de-
tecting that the voltage between the positive and negative
electrodes of the battery reaches the second preset
threshold, disconnects an electrical connection between
the terminal and the charger.

[0077] As shown in FIG. 7, the fast charging method
on a charger 20 side includes the following steps:

S401. A charger 20 receives instruction information
sent by a terminal, where the instruction information
includes a value of a voltage between positive and
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negative electrodes of a battery in the terminal 10.
S402. The charger 20 adjusts a voltage value of an
output voltage to K times the value of the voltage
between the positive and negative electrodes of the
battery, where K is any real number greater than 1,
and K is a voltage adjustment coefficient pre-stored
in the charger.

S403. The charger 20 determines a charging mode
according to the value of the voltage between the
positive and negative electrodes of the battery, ob-
tains a current value corresponding to the charging
mode, and adjusts an output current according to
the corresponding current value.

[0078] As shown in FIG. 8, the fast charging method
on a charger 20 side further includes the following steps:

S501. A charger 20 receives instruction information
sent by a terminal 10, where the instruction informa-
tion includes a value of a voltage between positive
and negative electrodes of a battery in the terminal
10 and K times the value of the voltage between the
positive and negative electrodes, and K is any real
number greater than 1.

S502. The charger 20 adjusts a voltage value of an
output voltage to K times the value of the voltage
between the positive and negative electrodes of the
battery.

S503. The charger 20 determines a charging mode
according to the value of the voltage between the
positive and negative electrodes of the battery, ob-
tains a current value corresponding to the charging
mode, and adjusts an output current according to
the corresponding current value.

[0079] It may be understood that, in the present inven-
tion, the terminal uses a DC/DC conversion manner with
a fixed conversion ratio, works with a fixed duty cycle,
and continuously adjusts the output voltage and the out-
put current of the charger based on a real-time voltage
feedback of the battery. Conversion efficiency of the
DC/DC conversion manner is higher, so that a charging
current output to the battery on a mobile phone side can
be larger, and charging efficiency of the entire FCS is
effectively improved, thereby shortening a fast charging
time.

[0080] In another fast charging embodiment provided
in the present invention, a charger and a mobile phone
are used as an example for description.

(1) The charger is connected to the mobile phone.
(2) A voltage of a battery is detected in the mobile
phone to obtain a voltage value V, and 2V is sent to
the charger by using a data cable, or may be sent to
the charger by using a wireless network (it is as-
sumed that a conversion coefficient K of a conver-
sion circuit with a fixed conversion ratio in the mobile
phone is equal to 2).
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(3) After receiving the voltage information, the charg-
erfirstadjusts an output voltage to 2V or2V X (1+x%),
to prevent the battery from back feeding a current
towards an input end. A value range of x is 1 to 10
(including 1 and 10).

(4) The charger instructs the mobile phone to enable
charging.

(5) The charger determines whether fast charging
can be performed. For example, when the voltage
of the battery is only 2.7 V, the charger adjusts a
current to a small current, to perform pre-charging
with a small current until the voltage of the battery
reaches 3 V. Then, the charger adjusts the current
to 4 A, and the terminal is fast charged with 8 A ac-
cording to the conversion coefficient.

(6) In a process of charging the mobile phone, the
voltage of the battery is detected at an interval of a
preset time, and it is determined, according to the
voltage of the battery, whether to instruct the charger
to adjust a value of a current. At the moment of de-
tecting the voltage of the battery, charging may be
stopped, or a charging current may be reduced.
For example, when the voltage of the battery is close
to 4.2 V (for example, reaches 4.15 V), the mobile
phone instructs the charger to enter a small current
charging state or a constant voltage charging state.
When the voltage reaches 4.2 V after charging,
charging stops. In a fast charging process, the cur-
rent may decrease as the voltage of the battery in-
creases. The current may decrease in a stepped
manner or a continuous manner. In the charging
process, in addition to a consecutive direct current,
an inconsecutive pulse current may be used for
charging.

(7) After charging stops, one of the following states
may be entered:

A. The charger no longer supplies a current to
the mobile phone. A working current of the mo-
bile phoneis supplied by the battery. In this state,
when the voltage of the battery reaches a value
after discharging, for example, the voltage drops
down to 4.1V, charging is recovered.

B. The charger supplies a working current to the
mobile phone, but a path used for charging the
battery is cut off, and does not supply a charging
current to the battery. In this case, the battery
does not supply power to the mobile phone, and
is always in a fully charged state until a connec-
tion between the charger and the mobile phone
is broken.

[0081] In another fast charging embodiment of the
present invention, a specific pulse current charging im-
plementation is provided. As shown in FIG. 9, an upper
part of FIG. 9 is a pulse current waveform, and a lower
part of FIG. 9 is a waveform when a voltage of a battery
becomes higher after charging. A horizontal coordinate
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represents a time, and a vertical coordinate represents
a charging current.

[0082] During a period of T,,,, the charging current is
a relatively large value, and the voltage of the battery
rises.

[0083] During a period of T, the currentis 0 or a rel-
atively small value, and the voltage of the battery drops
down. During the period of T, the voltage of the battery
may be detected.

[0084] A current value during the period of T,, may
also vary according to the voltage of the battery. For ex-
ample, at first, the voltage of the battery is 3 V, and a
current during the period of T, is 8 A. When the voltage
of the battery reaches 4.0 V, the current is adjusted to a
small value: 6 A. When the voltage of the battery reaches
4.15V, the current is adjusted to a small value: 3 A, until
the battery is fully charged.

[0085] A value of the period of T 4 may change. For
example, when the voltage of the battery reaches 4.2V,
the period of T ¢ gets longer as a battery level gets closer
to a full battery level. The process in which the period of
Tos gets longer may be implemented by detecting the
voltage of the battery.

[0086] Forexample, afteracharging pulse, the voltage
of the battery necessarily slightly exceeds 4.2 V. Then,
after the pulse ends, the voltage of the battery starts to
drop down, and when the voltage drops down to 4.18 V,
another pulse comes. A higher battery level necessarily
leads to a longer time for the voltage to drop down to
4.18 V. When the time is long enough, it is considered
that the battery is fully charged, and an electrical con-
nection between the terminal and the charger can be
broken.

[0087] Apersonofordinary skillin the artmay be aware
that, in combination with the examples described in the
embodiments disclosed in this specification, units and
algorithm steps may be implemented by electronic hard-
ware or a combination of computer software and elec-
tronic hardware. Whether the functions are performed by
hardware or software depends on particular applications
and design constraint conditions of the technical solu-
tions. A person skilled in the art may use different meth-
ods to implement the described functions for each par-
ticular application, but it should not be considered that
the implementation goes beyond the scope of the present
invention.

[0088] It may be clearly understood by a person skilled
in the art that, for the purpose of convenient and brief
description, for a detailed working process of the forego-
ing system, apparatus, and unit, reference may be made
to a corresponding process in the foregoing method em-
bodiments, and details are not described herein again.
[0089] Inthe several embodiments provided in this ap-
plication, it should be understood that the disclosed sys-
tem, apparatus, and method may be implemented in oth-
er manners. For example, the described apparatus em-
bodiment is merely an example. For example, the unit
division is merely logical function division and may be
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other division in actual implementation. For example, a
plurality of units or components may be combined or in-
tegrated into another system, or some features may be
ignored or not performed. In addition, the displayed or
discussed mutual couplings or direct couplings or com-
munication connections may be implemented by using
some interfaces. The indirect couplings or communica-
tion connections between the apparatuses or units may
beimplemented in electronic, mechanical, or otherforms.
[0090] The units described as separate parts may or
may not be physically separate, and parts displayed as
units may or may not be physical units, may be located
in one position, or may be distributed on a plurality of
network units. Some or all of the units may be selected
according to actual requirements to achieve the objec-
tives of the solutions of the embodiments.

[0091] In addition, function units in the embodiments
of the present invention may be integrated into one
processing unit, or each of the units may exist alone phys-
ically, or two or more units are integrated into one unit.
[0092] When the functions areimplemented in the form
of a software functional unit and sold or used as an in-
dependent product, the functions may be stored in a com-
puter-readable storage medium. Based on such an un-
derstanding, the technical solutions of the presentinven-
tion essentially, or the part contributing to the prior art,
or some of the technical solutions may be implemented
in a form of a software product. The software product is
stored in a storage medium, and includes several instruc-
tions for instructing a computer device (which may be a
personal computer, a server, or a network device) to per-
form all or some of the steps of the methods described
in the embodiments of the present invention. The fore-
going storage medium includes: any medium that can
store program code, such as a USB flash drive, a remov-
able hard disk, a read-only memory (ROM, Read-Only
Memory), a random access memory (RAM, Random Ac-
cess Memory), a magnetic disk, or an optical disc.
[0093] The foregoing descriptions are merely specific
implementations of the present invention, but are not in-
tended to limit the protection scope of the presentinven-
tion. Any variation or replacement readily figured out by
a person skilled in the art within the technical scope dis-
closed in the present invention shall fall within the pro-
tection scope of the presentinvention. Therefore, the pro-
tection scope of the present invention shall be subject to
the protection scope of the claims.

Claims

1. A charger comprising a receiver, a voltage adjust-
ment circuit, wherein

the receiver is configured to receive instruction
information from an electronic device, the in-
struction information comprising a value of a
voltage between positive and negative elec-
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10

trodes of a battery in the electronic device;

the voltage adjustment circuit is configured to
adjust a voltage value of an output voltage to at
least K times the value of the voltage between
the positive and negative electrodes of the bat-
tery, the K being any real number greater than
one.

2. The charger of claim 1, wherein the charger com-
prising a current adjustment circuit, the current ad-
justment circuit is configured to:
determine a charging mode according to the value
of the voltage between the positive and negative
electrodes of the battery.

3. The charger of claim 2, wherein the current adjust-
ment circuit is further configured to:
obtain a current value corresponding to the charging
mode.

4. The charger of claim 3, wherein the current adjust-
ment circuit is configured to:
adjust an output current according to the charging
mode, wherein the charging mode is according to
the value of the voltage between the positive and
negative electrodes of the battery.

5. The charger of claim 4, wherein the charging mode
comprising a pre-charging mode, a fast charging
mode, and a float charging mode.

6. A fast charging method, comprising:

detecting, by an electronic device, a value of a
voltage between positive and negative elec-
trodes of a battery in the electronic device;
generating, by the electronic device, instruction
information according to the value of the voltage
between the positive and negative electrodes of
the battery;

adjusting, by a charger, an output voltage and
an output current according to the instruction in-
formation from the electronic device;

receiving, by the electronic device, the output
voltage and the output current transmitted from
the charger;

converting, by the electronic device, the output
voltage of the charger into 1/K times the output
voltage; the K being a conversion coefficient of
a conversion circuit with a fixed conversion ratio
in the electronic device, and K being any real
number greater than one; and

charging, by the electronic device, the battery
with the 1/K times the output voltage.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the method further
comprising:
converting, by the electronic device, the output cur-
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rent of the charger into K times the output current.

The method according to claim 6 or 7, wherein gen-
erating the instruction information comprises:
generating, by the electronic device, the instruction
information in response to obtaining a charging
mode of the charger.

The method according to claim 6 to 8, wherein gen-
erating the instruction information comprises:

comparing, by the electronic device, the value
ofthe voltage between the positive and negative
electrodes with a first threshold to obtain a com-
parison result; and

generating, by the electronic device, the instruc-
tion information according to the comparison re-
sult.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising:

detecting, by the electronic device, whether the
voltage between the positive and negative elec-
trodes of the battery reaches a second thresh-
old; and

breaking, by the electronic device, an electrical
coupling between the electronic device and the
charger when the voltage between the positive
and negative electrodes of the battery reaches
the second threshold.

11. A fast charging system, comprising:

a charger; and
an electronic device coupled to the charger and
configured to:

generate instruction information according
to the value of the voltage between the pos-
itive and negative electrodes of the battery;
and

send the instruction information to the
charger,

the charger being configured to:

adjust a voltage value of an output voltage;
determine a charging mode according to the
instruction information;

and

the terminal being further configured to:

convert the output voltage of the charger into
1/Ktimes the output voltage to enable a charging
circuit between two ends of the battery to charge
the battery with the 1/K times the output voltage,
the K being a conversion coefficient of a conver-
sion circuit with a fixed conversion ratio in the
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1"

12.

13.

terminal, K'is any real number greater than one.

The fast charging system of claim 11, wherein the
voltage value of the output voltage of the charger is
at least K times the value of the voltage between the
positive and negative electrodes of the battery ac-
cording to the instruction information.

The fast charging system according to claim 11 or
12, wherein the charger is further configured to ob-
tain a current value corresponding to the charging
mode; and adjust an output current according to the
corresponding current value.
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A terminal 10 is configured to obtain a value of a voltage between ~_ S101
positive and negative electrodes of a battery in the terminal 10

Y

The terminal 10 is configured to: generate instruction information
according to the value of the voltage between the positive and
negative electrodes of the battery, and send the instruction
information to a charger 20

v

The charger 20 is configured to: adjust a voltage value of an output
voltage to K times the value of the voltage between the positive and
negative electrodes of the battery according to the instruction
information, determine a charging mode according to the instruction M\~ 5103
information, obtain a current value corresponding to the charging
mode, and adjust an output current according to the corresponding
current value

v

The terminal 10 is configured to: convert the output voltage of the

charger 20 into 1/K times the output voltage, and convert the output
current of the charger 20 into K times the output current, so that a ~N_ S104

charging circuit between the two ends of the battery charges the

battery with the 1/K times the output voltage and the K times the
output current

'\~ S102

FIG. 2
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A terminal is connected to a charger by using a connection cable
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The terminal detects a voltage value of a battery in the terminal, and
sends the voltage value to the charger by using the connection cable
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The charger determines whether the voltage value is greater than 3 V
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When the voltage
value is less than 3
V, the charger
enables a pre-
charging mode

When the voltage
value falls within a
range of 3.0 V to 4.15
V, the charger enables
a fast charging mode
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than 4.15 V, the

charger performs

float charging
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FIG. 2a

13

5201

5202

5203

5206



EP 4 207 552 A1

Charger Terminal
AC/DC Voltage . .
) . Receiver Conversion
conversion adjustment — .
. S 170 circuit 120
circuit circuit 220
Charging
circuit 160
Battery 140
Current attery
adjustment
circuit 230
Detection |
circuit 110
Receiver Transmitter
210 130
CPU 150
FIG. 3

14




EP 4 207 552 A1

Working current Id

Charging circuit Ic ¢
of a mobile phone

| ¢
L,
Qd Zr
R1 |
i
Vbat R2

Vin (from a charger)

V1

£
L3
- L
Q2
FI1G. 4

15

To an AD
converter or
a comparator

Vbat



EP 4 207 552 A1

Vin (from a charger)

Vo

= Vbat

16



EP 4 207 552 A1

A terminal 10 detects a value of a voltage between positive and
negative electrodes of a battery in the terminal 10

™\~ 5301

v

The terminal 10 generates instruction information according to the
value of the voltage between the positive and negative electrodes of
the battery, and sends the instruction information to a charger
connected to the terminal 10, so as to instruct the charger 20 to adjust
an output voltage and an output current

™\~ S302

!

The terminal 10 converts the output voltage of the charger into 1/K
times the output voltage, and converts the output current of the
charger 20 into K times the output current

™\~ 5303

v

The terminal 10 charges the battery with the 1/K times the output
voltage and the K times the output current

N\~ S304

FIG. 6
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A charger 20 receives a voltage value of a battery in a terminal that
is sent by the terminal 10

N\ S401

Y

The charger 20 adjusts a voltage value of an output voltage to K times

the value of a voltage between positive and negative electrodes of the

battery, where K is any real number greater than 1, and K is a voltage
adjustment coefficient pre-stored in the charger

N~ S402

!

The charger 20 determines a charging mode according to the value of
the voltage between the positive and negative electrodes of the battery,
obtains a current value corresponding to the charging mode, and adjusts

an output current according to the corresponding current value

N\ 5403

FIG. 7

A charger 20 receives instruction information sent by a terminal 10,
where the instruction information includes a value of a voltage between
positive and negative electrodes of a battery in the terminal 10 and K
times the value of the voltage between the positive and negative
electrodes, and K is any real number greater than 1

™\~ S501

Y

The charger 20 adjusts a voltage value of an output voltage to K
times the value of the voltage between the positive and negative
electrodes of the battery

N\~ S502

v

The charger 20 determines a charging mode according to the value of
the voltage between the positive and negative electrodes of the battery,
obtains a current value corresponding to the charging mode, and adjusts

an output current according to the corresponding current value

™\~ 5503

FIG. 8
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