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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-5, 8, 15-18, 21

A device comprising: (a) a core comprising polyurethane; (b)
a sheath substantially or completely surrounding said core,
said sheath comprising ethylene vinyl acetate copolymer; and
(c) one or more active pharmaceutical ingredients dissolved
or dispersed in said core and/or said sheath; wherein the
active pharmaceutical ingredients are present in the core in
a concentration below its saturation concentration.

2. claims: 6, 7, 9-14

A device comprising: (a) a core comprising polyurethane; (b)
a sheath substantially or completely surrounding said core,
said sheath comprising ethylene vinyl acetate copolymer; and
(c) one or more active pharmaceutical ingredients dissolved
or dispersed in said core and/or said sheath; wherein the
estrogen is ethinyl estradiol.

A device comprising: (a) a core comprising polyurethane; (b)
a sheath substantially or completely surrounding said core,
said sheath comprising ethylene vinyl acetate copolymer; and
(c) one or more active pharmaceutical ingredients dissolved
or dispersed in said core and/or said sheath; wherein the
progestin is etonogestrel.

A device comprising: (a) a core comprising polyurethane; (b)
a sheath substantially or completely surrounding said core,
said sheath comprising ethylene vinyl acetate copolymer; and
(c) one or more active pharmaceutical ingredients dissolved
or dispersed in said core and/or said sheath; wherein the
progestin is levonorgestrel.

3. claim: 19

A device comprising: (a) a core comprising polyurethane; (b)
a sheath substantially or completely surrounding said core,
said sheath comprising ethylene vinyl acetate copolymer; and
(c) one or more active pharmaceutical ingredients dissolved
or dispersed in said core and/or said sheath; wherein the
device is a vaginal ring.

4. claim: 20

A device comprising: (a) a core comprising polyurethane; (b)
a sheath substantially or completely surrounding said core,
said sheath comprising ethylene vinyl acetate copolymer; and
(c) one or more active pharmaceutical ingredients dissolved
or dispersed in said core and/or said sheath; wherein the
pharmaceutical ingredients are encapsulated prior to

page 1 of 2



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 4 212 146 A3

9

Europiisches
Patentamt

European

Patent Office LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

Office européen

Application Number

des brevets SHEET B EP 23 15 4951

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

incorporation into the device.
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