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(54) PHARMACY PACKAGING SYSTEM

(57)  Apackaging unitfor packaging pharmaceuticals
into a pouch includes packaging equipment operable to
form the pouch, a track configured to direct the pharma-
ceuticals toward the packaging equipment, and a recep-
tacle coupled to the track upstream of the packaging

equipment to receive the pharmaceuticals from the track.
The receptacle includes a valve mechanism that is mov-
able relative to the track to push the pharmaceuticals into
the pouch.
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The current application has been filed as a divisional application of
EP17857299, which was published as W02018064095.

1 In order to fulfil the requirements of Article 76 EPC, the
subject-matter of a divisional application must be contained in the
parent application. This is not the case for claims 1 and 10 for the
following reasons:

1.1 The parent application was directed to four embodiments listed
in paragraphs [0003], [0004], [0005] and [0006] of the description, out
of which paragraphs [0003] and [0004] relate to a system including at
least a frame and a canister moving assembly while paragraphs [0005] and
[0006] relate to a packaging unit comprising at least a track, a
receptacle and a valve mechanism. None of these embodiments however
correspond to the subject-matter of independent claims 1 and 10 on file,
which do not include any of these features.

1.2 It is noted that the only paragraphs of the entire parent
application that relate to determining the length of the pouch are
paragraphs [0072] and [0074], which however mention this as an additional
aspect of the particular embodiments of the packaging unit shown in
figures 17-19. Paragraphs [0065]-[0067] which describe to the packaging
unit 400 of figures 17-18, however also include a track 246, a valve
mechanism 412 and a receptacle 404. There is no teaching in the parent
application that these parts of the apparatus can be left out. As such,
the subject-matter of claims 1 and 10 is considered to be an intermediate
generalisation of the content of the parent application, adding
subject-matter to the original teaching disclosed in particular in
paragraphs [0003], [0004], [0005] and [0006] which define the four
embodiments of the invention. This deficiency is also not overcome by the
alternative subject-matter indicated by the applicant in the "auxiliary
request" filed in response to the Rule 63 EPC communication.

1.3 For the sake of completeness, it is noted that the parent
application as filed does not disclose any "electronic processor". While
the word "processor" appears in paragraphs [0033] and [0063], these
processors are for completely different purposes. Should the applicant
refer to the control system 50 mentioned in paragraph [0033], it is to be
noted that the packaging unit 400 and the control system has not been
disclosed in the application in isolation but together with the remaining
parts of the system for storing and packaging pharmaceuticals. Also for
this reason, the the subject-matter of claims 1 and 10 is considered to
be an intermediate generalisation of the content of the parent
application, adding subject—-matter to the original teaching disclosed
therein.

2 In view of the above deficiencies and since the features that
originally defined the packaging unit in the parent application (see
[link to #cd0d4dl5-£996-4fc3-al03c—-abd37ce9c9ad] above) are also not
present in any of the dependent claims 2-9 and 11-15, the application
fails to comply with Article 76 EPC to such an extend that it is
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impossible to carry out a meaningful search on the basis of all of the
subject-matter claimed.

3 The search was therefore limited to:

3.1 A packaging unit for packaging pharmaceuticals into a pouch,
the packaging unit comprising:

packaging equipment operable to form the pouch;

a track configured to direct the pharmaceuticals toward the packaging
equipment; and

a receptacle coupled to the track upstream of the packaging equipment to
receive the pharmaceuticals from the track,

the receptacle including a valve mechanism that is movable relative to
the track to push the pharmaceuticals into the pouch, (i.e. claim 1 of
the parent),

3.2 wherein the packaging equipment includes a feed stock roll,
the feed stock roll having material that forms the pouch (i.e. claim 11
of the parent)

3.3 wherein the packaging unit includes a control system (i.e.
[0029] of parent) electronically coupled to the packaging equipment
([0033] of parent) and configured to:

determine an amount of pharmaceuticals expected to be loaded into the
pouch;

determine a length of the pouch based on the amount of pharmaceuticals
expected to be loaded into the pouch; and

control the packaging equipment to form the pouch having the length
([0074] of parent).
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