EP 4 245 166 A3

(19)

Europdisches
Patentamt

European

Patent Office

Office européen
des brevets

(12)

(88) Date of publication A3:
03.04.2024 Bulletin 2024/14

(43) Date of publication A2:
20.09.2023 Bulletin 2023/38
(21) Application number: 23177698.0

(22) Date of filing: 17.03.2020

(11)

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

EP 4 245 166 A3

(51) International Patent Classification (IPC):

(52)

A24F 40/10 (2020.07) A24F 40/40 (2020.01)
A24F 40/44 (2020.07) A24F 40/46 (2020.01)
Cooperative Patent Classification (CPC):

A24F 40/10; A24F 40/40; A24F 40/44; A24F 40/46

(84) Designated Contracting States:

AL ATBE BG CH CY CZDE DK EE ES FI FR GB
GRHRHUIEISITLILT LULV MC MK MT NL NO
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR

(30) Priority: 21.03.2019 EP 19164474

(62) Document number(s) of the earlier application(s) in
accordance with Art. 76 EPC:

20715762.9 / 3 941 225

(71) Applicant: IMPERIAL TOBACCO LIMITED
Bristol BS3 2LL (GB)

(72) Inventors:
* LORD, Chris
Liverpool, L24 9HP (GB)

(74)

SUDLOW, Thomas
Liverpool, L24 9HP (GB)
ILLIDGE, Ben

Liverpool, L24 9HP (GB)
MADDEN, Alfred
Liverpool, L24 9HP (GB)
ASTBURY, Ben
Liverpool, L24 9HP (GB)

Representative: Mewburn Ellis LLP

Aurora Building
Counterslip
Bristol BS1 6BX (GB)

(54) AEROSOL DELIVERY DEVICE

(57)  Anaerosol delivery device has a main body and
aconsumable part, each with their own casings. The con-
sumable part has a first casing containing a reservoir for
holding an aerosol precursor, the first casing also sup-
porting a wick arranged to receive aerosol precursor from
a reservoir in the consumable part of the device. The
casing of the main body supports a heater, which heater
makes abutting and bonded contact with an activation
surface of the wick, so as to interact thermally with that
activation surface. When the heateris active, aerosol pre-
cursor which has reached the activation surface of the
wick is heated to form an aerosol, or a mixture of aerosol
and vapour, which may then pass in an air flow to the
user. The heater is supported in the second casing by a
resilient sealing body, which seals to the second casing
to be held thereby, and also releasably seals to the first
casing. The first and second casings are separable, and
when they are separated the sealing between the first
casing and the resilient sealing body is released. Use of
a resilient sealing body to support the heater allows that
resilient sealing body to perform both a support function,
and a sealing function, and allows the heater to separate
from the consumable, and remain with the main body,
when the consumable needs to be replaced, for example
due to the aerosol precursor being consumed .
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