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(67)  Atool for eyelash extension is provided and a
method for extending eyelashes using this tool. The tool
comprises a handle portion (2, 2’) to be held by one hand,
a first leg portion (31, 31’) and a second leg portion (32,
32’) for separating at least one eyelash from adjacent
eyelashes, wherein the two leg portions extend from the
handle portion (2, 2’) and is held apart by spring action.
The tool further comprises a heating portion (4, 4’) for
melting an adhesive attached to an extension element,
said heating portion (4, 4’) being attached to said handle
portion (2, 2°).
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a tool for eye-
lash extension. It also relates to a method for extending
eyelashes.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Eyelash extension is used for enhancing the
length of a person’s natural eyelashes. Extension ele-
ments, such as artificial eyelashes, are normally mounted
to the eyelashes to be extended one by one, using an
adhesive to attach them individually. Conventionally, an
extension element is dipped in the adhesive and then
directly attached to one of the eyelashes to be extended.
There are different types of adhesives available, and a
commonly used type is cyanoacrylate. Cyanoacrylate
may cause skin irritation or have other hazardous effects
for both the person performing the eyelash extension,
and for the person whose eyelashes are being extended.
Another drawback of dipping the extension element in
the adhesive, which is typically in its melted form, and
then attaching the extension element directly is that it is
difficult to control the amount of adhesive applied to the
element.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0003] Itisanobjectofthe presentinventiontoalleviate
at least some of the mentioned drawbacks of the prior
art and to provide an improved tool and a method for
extending eyelashes. This and other objects, which will
become apparent in the following, are accomplished by
a tool and a method as defined in the accompanying in-
dependent claims.

[0004] The term exemplary should in this application
be understood as serving as an example, instance or
illustration.

[0005] The present invention is based on the realisa-
tion that if the extension elements are prepared by pro-
viding the adhesive and allowing it to bond to the exten-
sion element, the amount of adhesive may be more easily
controlled. By providing a tool comprising a heating ele-
ment, the adhesive attached to the extension element
may then be melted just before attaching the extension
element to the eyelash to be extended.

[0006] According to a first aspect of the presentinven-
tion, a tool for eyelash extension is provided. The tool
comprises a handle portion to be held by one hand, and
afirst leg portion and a second leg portion for separating
at least one eyelash from adjacent eyelashes. The two
leg portions extend from the handle portion and are held
apart by spring action. The tool further comprises a heat-
ing portion for melting an adhesive attached to an exten-
sion element, said heating portion being attached to said
handle portion.
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[0007] The handle portion may be made in one piece,
or it may comprise a plurality of parts. According to at
least one exemplary embodiment, the handle portion
may comprise afirstand a second handle part connected
to each other in one end, like a tweezer. The handle por-
tion may suitably be made from a metallic and/or a plastic
material.

[0008] The first leg portion and the second leg portion
may suitably also be made from a metallicand/or a plastic
material. According to at least one embodiment the two
leg portions and the handle portion may be made in one
piece, or they may be made from separate parts which
are attached to each other. By the two leg portions being
held apart by spring action is meant that when no external
force is applied to the two leg portions, they are held at
a certain distance from each other, and when a force is
applied to both or one of the leg portions urging them to
approach each other or be brought further apart, the
spring action works to return the leg portions to their orig-
inal position. This is advantageous from an ergonomic
perspective for the person performing the eyelash exten-
sion, since no force has to be applied to keep the eyelash
to be extended out of contact from the adjacenteyelashes
once it has separated from them.

[0009] By the heating portion being attached to said
handle portion is meant that the heating portion is ar-
ranged on or inside said handle portion. In some embod-
iments the heating portion may be integrated into the
handle portion, and in other embodiments the heating
portion may be external of the handle portion. The heating
portion comprises at least one resistor, preferably two
resistors, for creating the heat. The heating portion may
further comprise additional resistors e.g. for regulating
the temperature and as disconnectors. A separate
source of energy may be needed to heat the heating por-
tion, such as e.g. a battery or a cable for connecting the
tool to a source of electricity.

[0010] According to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, the two leg portions are pointed. In
otherwords, the two leg portions have a narrowing shape.
This makes it easier to separate at least one eyelash
from the adjacent eyelashes.

[0011] According to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, the tool has a length of 8 - 20 cm,
and/or the handle portion has a length of 6 - 18 cm, and/or
the first leg portion and the second leg portion have a
length of 1 - 4 cm. The dimensions are suitably adapted
such that the tool may be held by one hand.

[0012] According to an exemplary embodiment of the
presentinvention, the first leg portion and the second leg
portion are held apart 0.3 - 2 cm by said spring action.
This distance is suitable for separating the adjacent eye-
lashes from the eyelash to be extended enough, such
that the extension element or the adhesive is not in con-
tact with any of the other eyelashes while mounting it.
[0013] According to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, the heating portion is configured to be
heated to a temperature of 80 - 150°C, preferably 110 -
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130°C. These temperature intervals are advantageous
since the heating portion is to be used to melt the adhe-
sive attached to the extension element, and adhesives
which are suitable for eyelash extension typically have a
melting point covered by these intervals.

[0014] According to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, the two leg portions are inclined in re-
lation to said handle portion. In other words, the two leg
portions extend at an angle from said handle portion. The
transition between the handle portion and the two leg
portions may be curved. Having leg portions inclined in
relation to the handle portion is advantageous since it
enables the person performing the eyelash extension to
have a more ergonomic work position than if the two leg
portions would not be inclined.

[0015] According to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, a surface of the heating portion is U-
shaped or V-shaped. An advantage of this is that it ena-
bles having a more uniform distribution of heat, which
will enhance melting of the adhesive.

[0016] According to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, the heating portion comprises at least
two walls facing each other. By the two walls facing each
other is meant that the surface of each wall which is in-
tended to be heated has a respective surface normal,
and the two respective surface normals intersect each
other. This also enables having a more uniform distribu-
tion of heat, which enhances the melting of the adhesive.
[0017] According to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, the heating portion comprises a user
protection cover made of a plastic material. This is ad-
vantageous to prevent the user from burning while using
the tool.

[0018] According to a second aspect of the present
invention, a method for extending eyelashes using a tool
according to the first aspect of the present invention is
provided. The method comprises the steps of:

- providing an extension element provided with an ad-
hesive,

- separating at least one eyelash to be extended from
adjacent eyelashes using the first and the second
leg portions of said tool

- heating the adhesive attached to the extension ele-
ment using said heating portion, such that said ad-
hesive melts,

- mounting the extension element to one of the eye-
lashes which has been separated out by holding the
extension element against the eyelash to be extend-
ed,

- fastening the extension element to the eyelash by
adhering and solidification of said adhesive.

[0019] In relation to this invention the term adhesive
include compositions that may act as bonding between
the eyelash and the extension element, e.g. hot melts
and waxes.

[0020] The method according to the second aspect of
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the present invention is a general method which may be
performed using other tools than a tool according to the
first aspect of the present invention.

[0021] The extension element may be any element
suitable for attaching to an eyelash. Typically, the exten-
sion element will be an artificial eyelash, but other types
of extension elements are also conceivable, such as for
example feathers or other decorations.

[0022] The adhesive is an adhesive composition which
may be heated such that it melts. The adhesive compo-
sition may comprise a plurality of different components.
The adhesive may be provided on the extension element
for example by dipping a portion of the extension element
inthe adhesive while itis in its melted form. The adhesive
is then allowed to solidify e.g. while it cools, whereafter
adesired amount of adhesive is attached to the extension
element. Preferably only a portion of the extension ele-
ment is covered with the adhesive, but in some embod-
iments the whole extension element may be covered.
[0023] By separating atleastone eyelashtobe extend-
ed from adjacent eyelashes is meant that the eyelash to
be extended should not be in contact with the adjacent
eyelashes. This is to avoid adhering the extension ele-
ment to the adjacent eyelashes when mounting it to the
eyelash to be extended.

[0024] The step of heating the adhesive attached to
the extension element using said heating portion, such
that said adhesive melts, is suitably performed by grip-
ping the extension element using a tool, such as a tweez-
er, and holding the extension element against or above
the heating portion. The temperature of the heating por-
tion is suitably adapted to the melting point of the adhe-
sive, to enable melting of the adhesive.

[0025] When mounting the extension element to one
of the eyelashes which has been separated out, the ex-
tension element is suitably still gripped with tool such as
a tweezer. Once the step of fastening the extension el-
ement by solidifying of said adhesive has been per-
formed, the extension element may be released from the
tweezer. Due to the solidifying which results in a bonding
of the adhesive, the extension element will then stay at-
tached to the eyelash to be extended.

[0026] According to an exemplary embodiment of the
second aspect of the present invention, the extension
element comprises atleast one artificial eyelash. In some
exemplary embodiments, the extension element may
comprise a strand or a bundle of artificial eyelashes. The
artificial eyelashes may suitably be made of a synthetic
material, or they may be made of hair. Other types of
extension elements are also conceivable, such as feath-
ers or other decorations of different materials and
shapes.

[0027] According to an exemplary embodiment of the
second aspect of the present invention, the adhesive is
a composition selected from a group comprising: hot
melts, low temperature melting hotmelts waxes such as
microcrystalline waxes and combinations thereof. For hot
melts including low temperature melting hotmelts (such
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as ethylene vinyl acetate polymer) and micro crystalline
waxes the bond to the lash is established upon solidifi-
cation. Low temperature melting hotmelts and waxes are
advantageous as they melt to liquid form at temperatures
which is safe to use close to the human eye.

[0028] According to an exemplary embodiment of the
second aspect of the presentinvention, said composition
also comprises:

a) one or more pigments, wherein preferably said
one or more pigments is carbon black.

[0029] Using one or more pigments in the composition
may be beneficial to reduce the visibility of the adhesive,

such that the extension looks more natural.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0030] These and other features and advantages of
the present invention will in the following be further clar-
ified with reference to the appended drawings showing
different embodiments of the present invention.

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing use of a first
exemplary embodiment of a tool for eyelash exten-
sion according to the first aspect of the present in-
vention.

Figure 2 is a perspective view showing the same
exemplary embodiment of a tool according to the
first aspect of the present invention as is illustrated
in Figure 1.

Figure 3 is a perspective view showing a second
exemplary embodiment of a tool according to the
first aspect of the present invention.

Figure 4a - 4c are perspective views showing an ex-
emplary embodiment of a method according to the
second aspect of the present invention, using a tool
according to the first exemplary embodiment illus-
trated in Figure 1 and Figure 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0031] In the following detailed description, some em-
bodiments of the present invention will be described.
However, it is to be understood that features of the dif-
ferent embodiments are exchangeable between the em-
bodiments and may be combined in different ways, un-
less anything else is specifically indicated. Even though
in the following description, numerous specific details are
set forth to provide a more thorough understanding of
the present invention, it will be apparent to one skilled in
the artthat the presentinvention may be practiced without
these specific details. In other instances, well known con-
structions or functions are not described in detail, so as
not to obscure the present invention.

[0032] Figure 1 illustrates use of a first exemplary em-
bodiment of a tool for eyelash extension according to the
first aspect of the present invention. The same tool is
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also illustrated in Figure 2. The tool 1 comprises a handle
portion 2, which is adapted for being held by one hand.
The handle portion 2 of this exemplary embodiment com-
prises a first handle part 21 and a second handle part 22
connected to each other in one end, like a tweezer. From
the first handle part 21, a first leg portion 31 extends. A
second leg portion 32 extends from the second handle
part 22. The two leg portions 31, 32 are used for sepa-
rating at least one eyelash 12 from the adjacent eyelash-
es, and they are being held apart by spring action. In this
embodiment, the spring action is arranged between the
first 21 and the second handle parts 22. The first leg
portion 31 and the second leg portion 32 are held apart
0.3 - 2 cm by the spring action. In other words, when no
external force is applied to the tool 1, the distance be-
tween the tip of the first leg portion 31 and the tip of the
second leg portion 32 is 0.3 - 2 cm. When a compres-
sional force is applied to the handle portion 2 and/or to
one or both of the leg portions 31, 32, in a direction urging
the leg portions 31, 32 towards each other, the distance
between the tip of the first leg portion 31 and the tip of
the second leg portion 32 decreases. When the force is
removed, the tool 1 will return to its original state with 0.3
- 2 cm between the first leg portion 31 and the second
leg portion 32.

[0033] The first leg portion 31 and the second leg por-
tion 32 extend at an angle from the handle portion 2. In
other words, the first leg portion 31 and the second leg
portion 32 are inclined in relation to the handle portion 2.
Intheillustrated exemplary embodiment, the firstleg por-
tion 31 and the second leg portion 32 are partially curved.
The first leg portion 31 and the second leg portion 32 are
in this embodiment also pointed, to make it easier to sep-
arate the eyelash to be extended from the adjacent eye-
lashes.

[0034] In the illustrated exemplary embodiment, the
first leg portion 31 and the first handle part 21 are made
in one piece, and the second leg portion 32 and the sec-
ond handle part 32 are made in one piece. In other ex-
emplary embodiments, the two leg portions 31, 32 and
the handle parts 21, 22 of the handle portion 2 may be
made from separate pieces which are attached to each
other. The leg portions 31, 32 and the handle portions
21, 22 are in this embodiment made from a metallic ma-
terial, but they may also be made from a plastic material,
or a combination thereof.

[0035] The tool 1 further comprises a heating portion
4 attached to the handle portion 2. In this exemplary em-
bodiment, the heating portion 4 is integrated in the first
handle portion 21. This makes the tool 1 compacter and
easier to hold compared to if the heating portion 4 is not
integrated. The heating portion 4 is adapted for melting
an adhesive 11 attached to an extension element 10. In
the exemplary embodiment, the heating portion 4 com-
prises two resistors for creating heat, one resistor for reg-
ulating the temperature, and one resistor as a discon-
nector. A cable 5 runs from the first handle part 21, for
connecting the tool 1, i.e. the heating element 4, to a
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source of electricity.

[0036] The heating portion 4 has a surface 40 which
in this embodiment is V-shaped. This V-shaped surface
40 is the part of the heating portion which is to be heated.
The surface 40 comprises two walls 41, 42 facing each
other. When using the heating portion 4 to melt the ad-
hesive 11 attached to the extension element 10, the part
of the extension element 10 covered by the adhesive 11
is suitably held above the surface 40, and/or atleast partly
between the two walls 41, 42 facing each other.

[0037] The heating element4 is configured to be heat-
ed to a temperature within a range of e.g. 100°C - 120°C.
This is suitable for the adhesive 11 used together with
this embodiment, which will be further described below.
In other embodiments, other temperatures may be used.
The temperature of the heating element 4 is adapted to
the melting point of the adhesive 11 to be melted.
[0038] The 1toolaccordingto theillustrated exemplary
embodimenthas a length of 8 - 20 cm. The handle portion
2 has a length of 6 - 18 cm, and the first leg portion 31
and the second leg portion 32 have a length of 1 - 4 cm.
Other embodiments may have other dimensions, but the
dimensions should suitably be adapted for the tool 1 to
be held by one hand.

[0039] Fig. 3 shows a second exemplary embodiment
of a tool 1’ according to the first aspect of the present
invention. This second exemplary embodiment has a
handle portion 2’ comprising a first handle part 21’ and
a second handle part 22’, similarly to the first exemplary
embodiment. The tool 1’ also has a first leg portion 31’
and a second leg portion 32’, which also have the same
properties as those of the first exemplary embodiment.
The tool 1’ according to the second exemplary embodi-
ment differs from the first exemplary embodiment in that
the heating portion 4’ is different. In this second exem-
plary embodiment, the heating portion 4’ is not integrated
in the handle portion 2’, but is attached to the outside of
the first handle part 21’ of the handle portion 2’. The heat-
ing portion 4’ also has a V-shaped surface 40’, with two
walls 41’, 42’ facing each other. In this second exemplary
embodiment, the surface 40’ of the heating element 4’ is
larger than the surface 40 of the heating element 4 ac-
cording to the first exemplary embodiment. This may be
beneficial since it may be easier to melt the adhesive 11
when the heat is distributed over a larger area. The heat-
ing portion 4’ in this embodiment also comprises a user
protection cover 45 made of a plastic material, to prevent
the user from burning when holding the tool. A cable 5’
runs directly from the heating portion 4’ for connecting it
to a source of power.

[0040] The heating portion 4’ according to the second
exemplary embodiment may be retrofitted to a tool having
a handle portion 2’ and two leg portions 31’, 32’, or the
tool 1’ may be provided as a whole.

[0041] Fig. 4a - 4c show an exemplary embodiment of
a method according to the second aspect of the present
invention, using a tool 1 according to the first exemplary
embodiment illustrated in Figure 1 and Figure 2. In Fig.
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4a, an extension element 10 provided with an adhesive
11 is provided. In this particular embodiment, the exten-
sion element 10 comprises an artificial eyelash, which is
partially provided with an adhesive 11. According to this
non-limiting example the adhesive 11 is Polycaprolac-
tone Capa 6250 with a melting temperature of 60° C,
where the bond to the lash is established upon solidifi-
cation.

[0042] The method further comprises a step of sepa-
rating at least one eyelash to be extended 12 from adja-
cent eyelashes, which is also illustrated in Fig. 4a. This
is done using the first and the second leg portions 31, 32
of the tool 1. Once the eyelash to be extended 12 has
been separated out, the portion of the extension element
10 covered in the adhesive 11 is held just above the sur-
face 40 of the heating portion 4, such that the adhesive
11 is heated to a temperature where it melts. This is il-
lustrated in Fig. 4b.

[0043] In fig. 4c, the extension element 10 is mounted
to one of the eyelashes which has been separated out
by holding the extension element 10 against the eyelash
to be extended 12. In this embodiment, the extension
element 10 is held with a tweezer 6. It is held in place
against the eyelash to be extended 12 until the adhesive
11 has cured such that the extension element 10 is fas-
tened. The tweezer 6 can then be removed, and the ex-
tension element 10 is attached to the eyelash to be ex-
tended 12.

[0044] The person skilled in the art realizes that the
present invention by no means is limited to the embodi-
ments described above. The features of the described
embodiments may be combined in different ways, and
many modifications and variations are possible within the
scope of the appended claims. For example, the handle
portion may comprise only one handle part, or the tool
may comprise a battery instead of a cable for providing
the heating portion with energy. In the claims, any refer-
ence signs placed between parentheses shall not be con-
strued as limiting to the claim. The word "comprising"
does notexclude the presence of other elements or steps
than those listed in the claim. The word "a" or "an" pre-
ceding an element does not exclude the presence of a
plurality of such elements.

Claims
1. Atool (1, 1’) for eyelash extension comprising

a handle portion (2, 2’) to be held by one hand,
a first leg portion (31, 31’) and a second leg por-
tion (32, 32’) for separating at least one eyelash
from adjacent eyelashes, said two leg portions
(31, 32, 31°, 32’) extending from the handle por-
tion (2, 2’) and being held apart by spring action,
and

a heating portion (4, 4’) for melting an adhesive
attached to an extension element, said heating
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portion (4, 4’) being attached to said handle por-
tion (2, 2').

A tool (1, 1’) according to claim 1, wherein the two
leg portions (31, 32, 31°, 32’) are pointed.

A tool (1, 1’) according to any one of the preceding
claims, wherein

the tool (1, 1’) has a length of 8 - 20 cm, and/or
the handle portion (2, 2’) has a length of 6 - 18
cm, and/or

the first leg portion (31, 31’) and the second leg
portion (32, 32’) have a length of 1 - 4 cm.

A tool (1, 1’) according to any one of the preceding
claims, wherein the first leg portion (31, 31’) and the
second leg portion (32, 32’) are held apart 0.3 -2 cm
by said spring action.

A tool (1, 1’) according to any one of the preceding
claims, wherein the heating portion (4, 4’) is config-
ured to be heated to a temperature of 80 - 150°C,
preferably 110 - 130°C.

A tool (1, 1’) according to any one of the preceding
claims, wherein the two leg portions (31, 32, 31’, 32’)
are inclined in relation to said handle portion (2, 2').

A tool (1, 1’) according to any one of the preceding
claims, wherein a surface (40, 40’) of the heating
portion (4, 4°) is U-shaped or V-shaped.

A tool according to any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the heating portion (4, 4’) comprises at least
two walls (41, 42, 41°, 42’) facing each other.

A tool (1, 1’) according to any one of the preceding
claims, wherein the heating portion (4’) comprises a
user protection cover (45) made of a plastic material.

A method for extending eyelashes using a tool (1,
1’) according to any one of the preceding claims,
said method comprising the steps of:

- providing an extension element (10) provided
with an adhesive (11),

- separating at least one eyelash to be extended
(12) from adjacent eyelashes using the first and
the second leg portions (31, 32, 31’, 32’) of said
tool (1, 1°),

- heating the adhesive (11) attached to the ex-
tension element (10) using said heating portion
(4, 4°), such that said adhesive (11) melts,

- mounting the extension element (10) to one of
the eyelashes which has been separated out by
holding the extension element (10) against the
eyelash to be extended (12),
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1.

12.

- fastening the extension element (10) by curing
of said adhesive (11).

A method according to claim 10, wherein the exten-
sion element (10) comprises at least one artificial
eyelash.

A method according to any one of claims 10-11,
wherein the adhesive (11) is a composition selected
from a group comprising: hot melts, low temperature
melting hotmelts, waxes and combinations thereof.
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