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(54) MOUNTING FRAME

(57) A mounting frame for mounting a covering to an
architectural opening frame surrounding an architectural
opening comprises: at least one flange extending parallel
to a plane defined by the architectural opening, the flange
configured to abut a first surface of the architectural open-
ing frame, the architectural opening frame having first
and second surfaces on respective sides of the plane; at
least one locking member moveable from an unlocked
position to a locked position in which the locking member

is configured to abut the second surface of the architec-
tural opening frame, such that the architectural opening
frame is held between the flange and the locking member,
the at least one locking member configured to be move-
able to the locked position in a direction towards the at
least one flange, said direction having at least a compo-
nent perpendicular to the plane; and at least one actuator
configured to be operated to move the at least one locking
member into the locked position.
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Description

[0001] The present disclosure is in the field of archi-
tectural structure coverings, and in particular relates to
a mounting frame for mounting a covering to an archi-
tectural opening frame surrounding an architectural
opening.
[0002] Many different architectural structure coverings
are known. Architectural structure coverings can be used
with any type of architectural opening, for example a win-
dow, a door or a skylight. In general such coverings pro-
vide a shade or a screen which can be extended across
the architectural structure opening.
[0003] There are many known arrangements for
mounting a covering to an architectural opening frame
surrounding an architectural opening. However, many
known arrangements require invasive connecting means
which cause permanent or semi-permanent structural
damage to the frame, for example holes which are re-
quired to be drilled for fasteners such as screws. There
is therefore a desire for a means for mounting a covering
to an architectural opening frame without requiring such
invasive connection means. This is particularly desirable
for coverings such as outdoor blinds, which a user may
wish to use seasonally.
[0004] It is also desirable to provide a means for mount-
ing a covering which can be installed and secured in place
from the inside of the building. This is particularly desir-
able in upper storeys where the outside of an architectural
opening is not easily accessible.
[0005] Known arrangements attempt to address the
above problems by providing a mounting frame having
elements which act so as to hold a portion of the frame
of the architectural opening. One of these elements is
required to move in order to be able to arrange the ele-
ments around a portion of the architectural opening
frame. However, these known arrangements may not ad-
equately secure the mounting frame to the architectural
opening frame. Furthermore, known arrangements can
be aesthetically unappealing, requiring bulky elements
to attach the mounting frame to the architectural opening
frame. Known arrangements are also difficult to install.
[0006] It is an aim of the invention to at least partially
address some of the above mentioned problems.
[0007] According to an aspect of the invention, there
is provided a mounting frame for mounting a covering to
an architectural opening frame surrounding an architec-
tural opening; wherein the architectural opening defines
a plane; the architectural opening frame has first and
second surfaces on respective sides of the plane; and
the mounting frame comprises: at least one flange ex-
tending parallel to the plane, the flange configured to abut
the first surface of the architectural opening frame; at
least one locking member moveable from an unlocked
position, in which the locking member is spaced apart
from the second surface, to a locked position, in which
the locking member is configured to abut the second sur-
face of the architectural opening frame such that the ar-

chitectural opening frame is held between the flange and
the locking member, the at least one locking member
configured to be moveable to the locked position in a
direction towards the at least one flange, said direction
having at least a component perpendicular to the plane;
and at least one actuator associated with the at least one
locking member and configured to be operated to move
the at least one locking member from the unlocked po-
sition to the locked position.
[0008] The direction of movement of the locking mem-
ber means that the locking member approaches the ar-
chitectural opening frame from the opposite side of the
architectural opening frame to the flange. The locking
member and flange can thus hold the architectural open-
ing frame more securely, compared to arrangements in
which a locking member moves in a direction parallel to
the plane. Furthermore, because the locking member is
moveable to the locked position in a direction towards
the flange, said direction having at least a component
perpendicular to the plane, it may be possible to accom-
modate different sizes and shapes of architectural open-
ing frames. The arrangement of a locking member and
flange means that no invasive connection means are re-
quired in order to mount a covering to an architectural
opening frame. Furthermore, the at least one actuator
which moves the at least one locking member into the
locked position may make the mounting frame easier to
install, because a user does not have to manually ma-
nipulate the locking member itself so as to sandwich the
architectural opening frame between the locking member
and the flange.
[0009] Optionally, at least one actuator is a rotatable
member and rotation of the rotatable member causes
linear movement of an associated locking member. This
arrangement provides an easy to use and visually dis-
creet actuator for moving the locking member without
requiring a user to manually manipulate the locking mem-
ber into the locked position.
[0010] Optionally, the rotatable member comprises
one of an external thread and an internal thread and the
associated locking member comprises the other of an
external thread and an internal thread, and the external
thread engages with the internal thread such that turning
the rotatable member causes linear movement of the as-
sociated locking member. In this arrangement, the move-
ment of the locking member into the locked position is
facilitated by engagement between threads. Said en-
gagement between threads allows the rotatable member
and locking member to together exert a clamping force
on the architectural opening frame. This helps to securely
hold the mounting frame to the architectural opening
frame.
[0011] Optionally, at least one locking member is con-
figured to translate and at least one actuator is a projec-
tion from the associated locking member that translates
with the associated locking member. By providing a pro-
jection from the locking member which a user can move
to translate the locking member, the locking member it-
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self is not required to be accessible to the user. Thus the
locking member can be substantially concealed from
view.
[0012] Optionally, the actuator which is configured to
translate with the associated locking member is also con-
figured to secure the locking member in the locked posi-
tion. In this arrangement, the actuator performs two func-
tions of translating the locking member into the locked
position and then subsequently securing it in said locked
position, meaning that the same components fulfils mul-
tiple functions, which can reduce the overall number of
components needed, reducing complexity of manufac-
ture.
[0013] Optionally, the actuator configured to translate
with the associated locking member comprises a thread-
ed section that engages with a corresponding threaded
section of the locking member and is configured such
that rotating the actuator secures the associated locking
member in the locked position. In this arrangement, an
easy to use mechanism is provided for locking the locking
member into the locked position.
[0014] Optionally, the mounting frame comprises a slot
configured to guide the translation of the locking member
which is configured to translate with the actuator. Such
a slot ensures that the locking member always moves in
the desired direction towards the architectural opening
frame. A user simply has to apply a pushing force in order
to move the locking member into the correct position.
[0015] Optionally, for at least one locking member, the
direction of movement of the locking member is perpen-
dicular to the plane. This arrangement enables all of the
clamping force of the locking member to be provided in
the direction in which it is most needed, namely against
the direction in which the mounting frame would other-
wise be liable to fall out of the architectural opening frame.
[0016] Optionally, the locking member having move-
ment perpendicular to the plane is provided in a region
at the top of the mounting frame. Providing the locking
member at the top of the mounting frame may be advan-
tageous, because the holding force provided by the lock-
ing member is provided in the location where it is most
needed, particularly as many arrangements of coverings
are top heavy.
[0017] Optionally, the mounting frame comprises a
cassette configured to house a retractable covering,
wherein a portion of the locking member configured to
abut the architectural opening frame is located on top of
the cassette. In such an arrangement, the cassette fulfils
a dual function of housing a retractable covering and also
providing a surface along which the locking member can
move.
[0018] Optionally, for at least one locking member, the
direction of movement of the locking member has both
a component perpendicular to the plane and a compo-
nent parallel to the plane. Such an arrangement of locking
member may be used to hold a portion of the architectural
opening frame to the side of the architectural opening.
Such a locking member may help to resist motion of the

mounting frame about a vertical axis, further securing the
position of the mounting frame within the architectural
opening.
[0019] Optionally, the locking member for which the
direction of movement has a component perpendicular
to the plane and a component parallel to the plane is
provided in the region at the bottom of the mounting
frame. Such a locking member may be used to increase
security of the mounting frame within the architectural
opening frame. A bottom locking member may be pref-
erable because it is more easily accessible to a user.
[0020] Optionally, the at least one locking member is
a rigid body which does not substantially deform when
clamping the architectural opening frame. A locking
member which is a rigid body can exert a stronger clamp-
ing force than for example a thin strip like member. Fur-
thermore, a locking member which does not substantially
deform on abutting the architectural opening frame may
be able to accommodate different sizes and types of ar-
chitectural opening frames.
[0021] Optionally, the locked position of the at least
one locking member is variable such that the mounting
frame can be used with architectural opening frames with
different thicknesses. In contrast to known arrange-
ments, such a locking member may be utilised with dif-
ferent types and sizes of architectural opening frames.
[0022] Optionally, the at least one flange extends
around an entire circumference of the mounting frame.
Such an arrangement may allow the mounting frame to
be secured to the architectural opening frame with fewer
movable locking members, because the holding force
provided by a single locking member extends over a wid-
er range of the mounting frame, as provided by the flange.
Furthermore, such an arrangement may be more visually
appealing, and draft resistant.
[0023] Optionally, the at least one locking member is
movable from the locked position to the unlocked posi-
tion. In such an arrangement, the mounting frame may
be repeatably mounted and dismounted, for example,
according to the weather or season.
[0024] Optionally, the at least one actuator is config-
ured to be operated from the side of the mounting frame
having the flange. In such an arrangement, the mounting
frame may be mounted from the inside of a building.
[0025] Optionally, a respective actuator is provided for
each respective locking member. Such an arrangement
is versatile, because each locking member can be oper-
ated independently from the other locking members. For
example, only certain locking members may be em-
ployed in certain arrangements. For example, different
locking members may translate through different distanc-
es according to different local shapes and/or thicknesses
of architectural opening frame.
[0026] According to another aspect of the invention,
there is also provided an outdoor blind comprising the
mounting frame of the invention, wherein the at least one
flange is configured to abut a surface of the architectural
opening frame facing the interior of the building. The
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mounting frame of the invention may be particularly use-
ful for mounting an outdoor blind. When the at least one
flange abuts a surface of the architectural opening frame
facing the interior of the building, this allows the mounting
frame and outdoor blind to be mounted from inside the
building.
[0027] According to another aspect of the invention,
there is also provided a method of mounting a mounting
frame to an architectural opening frame surrounding an
architectural opening, wherein the architectural opening
defines a plane and the architectural opening frame has
first and second surfaces on respective sides of the
plane, the method comprising: positioning the mounting
frame such that at least one flange of the mounting frame
abuts the first surface of the architectural opening frame,
the at least one flange extending parallel to the plane;
and moving at least one locking member from an un-
locked position, in which the locking member is spaced
apart from the second surface, to a locked position, in
which the locking member abuts the second surface of
the architectural opening frame such that the architec-
tural opening frame is held between the flange and the
locking member; wherein moving the locking member to
the locked position comprises moving the locking mem-
ber in a direction towards a side of the mounting frame
having the at least one flange, said direction having at
least one component perpendicular to the plane from the
side of the mounting frame on the opposite side of the
plane to the at least one flange, by operating an actuator
associated with the locking member.
[0028] This method may provide all of the advantages
discussed above with respect to the mounting frame.
[0029] Optionally, positioning the mounting frame
comprises inserting the mounting frame within the archi-
tectural opening frame from the interior of the building,
with the at least one flange abutting a surface of the ar-
chitectural opening frame facing the interior of the build-
ing, and the steps of positioning the mounting frame and
operating the actuator are performed by a user located
in the building.
[0030] The structural features of the mounting frame
allow the mounting frame to be positioned within and se-
cured to an architectural opening frame by a user located
on one side of the architectural opening only, such as
the inside of the building.
[0031] Embodiments of the invention will be more
clearly understood from the follow description, given by
way of example only, with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which:

Figure 1 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a mount-
ing frame mounted within an architectural opening
frame.
Figure 2 illustrates a mechanism for moving a locking
member.
Figure 3 illustrates an exploded view of the mecha-
nism of Figure 2.
Figure 4 illustrates another mechanism for moving

a locking member.
Figure 5 illustrates an exploded view of the mecha-
nism of Figure 4.
Figure 6 illustrates a mounting frame having a lock-
ing member provided in a region at the top of the
mounting frame.
Figure 7 illustrates the mounting frame of Figure 6
used with a different type of architectural opening
frame.
Figure 8 illustrates a possible direction of movement
of a locking member.
Figure 9 illustrates the arrangement of Figure 8 used
with a different type of architectural opening frame.
Figure 10 illustrates the location of a locking member
in a region at the bottom of the mounting frame.
Figure 11 illustrates another arrangement of a lock-
ing member provided in a region at the bottom of the
mounting frame.
Figure 12 illustrates an outdoor blind having an ex-
ample of a mounting frame according to the inven-
tion.
Figure 13 illustrates a method for installing the
mounting frame within an architectural opening
frame.

[0032] An arrangement of a mounting frame for mount-
ing a covering to an architectural opening frame sur-
rounding an architectural opening is depicted schemati-
cally in Figure 1. Figure 1 shows a cross-sectional view
of a mounting frame 1 installed within an architectural
opening frame 2 defining an architectural opening 4. The
mounting frame 1 can be configured to mount any type
of covering to the architectural opening frame. Many
types of coverings such as blinds and screens are known
in the art.
[0033] Architectural openings include windows, doors,
slanted roof windows, skylights, and the like. An archi-
tectural opening defines a plane. The plane defined by
the architectural opening spans the area occupied by the
architectural opening, generally defined by the height and
width of the opening, for example in the case of a window
or door. The plane defined by an architectural opening
is generally parallel to a wall of the architectural structure
having the opening.
[0034] Preferably, the mounting frame of the present
disclosure is mounted within a vertically orientated archi-
tectural opening (that is, the plane defined by the opening
is parallel to the vertical direction), such as a window or
door. However, the mounting frame could also be in-
stalled within an architectural opening having a plane
which is tilted with respect to the vertical direction, such
as may be found for example in a roof window. In the
arrangement depicted in Figure 1, the plane P defined
by the architectural opening 4 is parallel to the vertical
direction. That is, the plane P is oriented such that the
vertical direction lies within the plane. The arrangement
in Figure 1 may represent a view from above or a view
from the side. For the sake of convenience of explanation,
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the plane P is defined as passing through the architec-
tural opening frame 2 as shown in Fig. 1, such that the
architectural opening frame 2 has surfaces 21, 22 on
respective sides of the plane P. The plane P is not nec-
essarily coincident with a plane defined by a sheet of
glass of a window or door of the architectural opening
(when the window or door is in a closed configuration).
For example, in the arrangement shown in Figure 12, the
plane P, lying between surfaces 21 and 22 of the archi-
tectural opening frame 2, is offset with respect to the glass
of the window 5.
[0035] The architectural opening frame 2 may be a
separately provided window frame or door frame, or
could be a portion of the architectural structure, such as
a wall, defining and surrounding the architectural opening
4. As shown in Figure 1, the architectural opening frame
2 has first and second surfaces 21, 22 on respective sides
of the plane P. In some arrangements, the first and sec-
ond surfaces 21, 22 of the architectural opening frame
are parallel and opposite to one another as shown in
Figure 1. However, the first and second surfaces 21, 22
are not required to be parallel to one another. The first
and second surfaces, 21, 22 are only required to be on
respective sides of the plane such, that one of the sur-
faces faces towards one side of the plane and the other
surface faces towards the other side of the plane. For
example, in Figure 1, first surface 21 faces towards the
side of the plane on the right hand side of the drawing,
for example towards the inside of a building, and second
surface 22 faces towards the side of the plane on the left
hand side of the drawing, for example towards the outside
of a building. The first and second surfaces, 21, 22 face
away from each other such that the architectural opening
frame may be held by respective elements (a locking
member and a flange to be described later) abutting each
of the first and second surfaces.
[0036] As will be appreciated by those skilled in the art,
architectural opening frames often have complicated
structures with multiple surfaces provided at different
depths and at different angles through the opening. The
first and second opposite surfaces 21, 22 may be sur-
faces of a portion of the architectural opening frame 2,
such as a lip or a flange, projecting inwards to the archi-
tectural opening 4. That is, the part denoted 2 in Figure
1 may be a portion of an architectural opening frame rath-
er than an entire architectural opening frame.
[0037] The mounting frame 1 may have a supporting
structure which comprises and/or supports at least one
flange, at least one locking member, and at least one
actuator, which are described below. The supporting
structure of the mounting frame 1 may comprise horizon-
tal upper and lower members and vertical side members
configured to surround the opening, for example. The
assembly of horizontal and vertical members of the sup-
porting structure is configured to fit within the architec-
tural opening frame.
[0038] The terms "upper", "top", "lower", "bottom",
"vertical" and "horizontal", used in relation to the mount-

ing frame, are to be understood in the context of the
mounting frame 1 being installed within a vertically ori-
ented architectural opening 4. A mounting frame 1 for
mounting a covering will be configured to be used in a
specific orientation, such that the "top" and "bottom" are
defined for a preferred mounting orientation of a given
mounting frame.
[0039] An arrangement of a flange and locking member
of the mounting frame will now be described.
[0040] The combination of elements forming the
mounting frame 1 is configured to contact the first and
second surfaces 21, 22 of the architectural opening frame
2 in order to hold at least a portion of the architectural
opening frame 2 as described in further detail below. As
shown in Figure 1, the mounting frame 1 comprises at
least one flange 15 extending parallel to the plane P de-
fined by the architectural opening 4. The at least one
flange 15 is configured to abut the first surface 21 of the
architectural opening frame 2 when the mounting frame
1 is installed within the opening 4. Therefore, the flange
15 extends in a direction outwards from the mounting
frame 1 (from the supporting structure of the mounting
frame) with respect to the opening 4.
[0041] In Figure 1, a flange 15 is depicted on either
side of the opening across the opening. However, the
number of flanges 15 and their locations around a perim-
eter of the architectural opening frame 2 can be deter-
mined as appropriate for a specific configuration of
mounting frame 1 and covering. The at least one flange
15 is configured such that, when the flange 15 (or plurality
of flanges) abuts the first surface 21 of the architectural
opening frame 2, the mounting frame 1 cannot pass
through the architectural opening frame 2. The position
of the flange (or flanges) 15 relative to the frame structure
of the mounting frame 1 may be fixed. That is, the at least
one flange 15 is configured not to move when the mount-
ing frame 1 is in situ within an opening 4.
[0042] The mounting frame 1 is also provided with at
least one locking member 110, 130, which holds a portion
of the architectural opening frame 2 in combination with
the at least one flange 15. The at least one locking mem-
ber 110, 130 is moveable from an unlocked position to a
locked position in which the locking member is configured
to abut the second surface 22 of the architectural opening
frame 2. In this way, the architectural opening frame 2 is
held between the at least one flange 15 and an associ-
ated locking member 110, 130.
[0043] The locking member 110, 130 associated with
a flange 15 is provided directly opposite the flange, on
the opposite side of the architectural opening frame 2 (i.
e. on the opposite side of the plane P) from the flange.
For example, a flange and associated locking member
may be provided directly opposite one another at the top
(or bottom or any side) of the mounting frame 1. In an
arrangement, the mounting frame 1 may be configured
such that it can be mounted to the architectural opening
frame 2 such that the at least one flange 15 is on the side
of the architectural opening frame 2 corresponding to the
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inside of a building and the locking member 110, 13 is
on the side of the architectural opening frame 2 corre-
sponding to the outside of a building.
[0044] By holding the architectural opening frame 2 be-
tween a flange 15 and an associated locking member
110, 130, movement of the mounting frame 1 relative to
the architectural opening frame 2 is prevented, at least
perpendicular to plane P. It will be appreciated that a
locking member 110, 130 and corresponding flange 15
provided in a certain region of the mounting frame may
prevent movement of the portion of the mounting frame
1 which is held, without preventing movement of the
mounting frame as a whole. In other words, a locking
member 110, 130 and corresponding flange 15 provided
in a region of the mounting frame may prevent local
movement of the mounting frame 1 relative to the archi-
tectural opening frame 2. Plural locking members may
be used to fully secure the mounting frame.
[0045] A locking member 110, 130 and associated
flange 15 prevent movement of the mounting frame in a
direction perpendicular to the plane P of the architectural
opening 4. In particular, such movement is prevented
when the flange and locking member 110, 130 abut op-
posite surfaces 21, 22 of the architectural opening frame
on either side of the plane P, as shown in Fig. 1. In many
arrangements, movement of the mounting frame 1 par-
allel to the plane P is prevented by an inner edge of the
architectural opening frame 2 surrounding the supporting
structure of the mounting frame 1 around a perimeter of
the mounting frame 1.
[0046] In order to be moved into the locked position,
the locking member 110, 130 is moveable in a direction
towards the at least one flange 15 associated with the
locking member 110, 130. This means that the locking
member 110, 130 moves towards the second surface 22
of the architectural opening frame 2. The direction of
movement into the locked position has at least a compo-
nent perpendicular to the plane. The locking member is
moveable from an unlocked position, in which the locking
member does not abut the architectural opening frame,
to a locked position in which the locking member abuts
the second surface of the architectural opening frame.
[0047] When the locking member is in the unlocked
position, it is further away from the associated flange
(than in the locked position) so as to allow a large enough
gap between the locking member and the flange so that
the mounting frame may be positioned with the flange
and locking member on either side of the architectural
opening frame. Movement of the locking member in this
context means translation of the locking member from
the unlocked position to the locked position. Movement
of the locking member is relative to the flange 15 and the
supporting structure of the mounting frame 1. Both in the
unlocked position and the locked position, the locking
member 110, 130 is on an opposite side of the plane to
the flange when the mounting frame 1 is mounted in the
architectural opening. The locking member as a whole
may be configured to move from the unlocked position

to the locked position. In other words in this example it
is not the case that a part of the locking member moves
into the locked position while another part remains sta-
tionary.
[0048] An actuator configured to be operated to move
the locking member into the locked position is schemat-
ically illustrated in Figure 1. In general, the actuator 120,
140 is a moving element, movement of which by a user
results in movement of the locking member associated
with the actuator from the unlocked position to the locked
position. The actuator could be engaged by hand and/or
by a tool. If by a tool, the actuator could be engaged by
a commonly available tool such as a screwdriver or an
Allen key (also known as a hex key).
[0049] A mechanism for moving a locking member into
the locked position will now be described.
[0050] In some arrangements, at least one actuator is
a rotatable member 120 wherein rotation of the rotatable
member 120 causes linear movement of an associated
locking member 110. That is, in order to move the locking
member 110 into the locked position from the unlocked
position, a user rotates the rotatable member 120, which
is mechanically engaged with the locking member 110,
such that rotation of the rotatable member 120 directly
causes the locking member 110 to move from the un-
locked position to the locked position. When the locking
member 110 abuts the second surface 22 of the archi-
tectural opening frame 2, the locking member is in the
locked position. Therefore, a user rotates the rotatable
member 120 until the locking member 110 abuts the sec-
ond surface 22 of the architectural opening frame 2, at
which point the architectural opening frame is held be-
tween the flange 15 and the locking member 110. The
rotatable member 120 may be configured such that it can
only rotate about its axis, and does not translate.
[0051] In some arrangements, the rotatable member
120 comprises one of an external thread and an internal
thread, and the associated locking member 110 compris-
es the other an external thread and an internal thread.
The internal thread and external thread engage with one
another such that turning the rotatable member 120
about its axis causes linear movement of the associated
locking member from the unlocked position to the locked
position. An external thread means a threaded portion
formed on an outside surface of a member, for example
a substantially cylindrical outside surface. An internal
thread means a threaded portion formed on an internal
surface, such as the inside of a through hole.
[0052] As mentioned above, the movement of the ro-
tatable member 120 may be restricted to rotation about
its axis. Movement of the associated locking member 110
is restricted to translation from the unlocked position to
the locked position (and optionally the reverse direction,
which will be described later). Other movement of the
locking member 110 may be prevented by a part of the
supporting structure of the mounting frame 1 surrounding
the locking member 110. The axis of rotation of the ro-
tatable member 120 is preferably parallel with the direc-
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tion of movement of the locking member 110. Thus, ro-
tating the rotatable member 120 about its axis, while the
threads are engaged, results in translation of the locking
member 110 in a direction parallel to the axis of the ro-
tatable member 120. The engagement of the threads also
provides frictional forces required to secure the locking
member in the locked position.
[0053] An example of such a mechanism is illustrated
in Figure 2. Figure 2 shows a partially exploded perspec-
tive view of an upper corner of a mounting frame 1. Figure
3 shows an exploded view of the arrangement of Figure
2. In the example shown in Figure 2, the locking member
110 is located in an upper corner of the mounting frame.
However, such a mechanism may be provided for a lock-
ing member provided in any region of a mounting frame.
The direction of movement from the unlocked position to
the locked position (shown by the arrow) in the example
shown in Figure 2 is entirely perpendicular to the plane
P of the architectural opening. However, the mechanism
could be applied to a locking member 110 having a di-
rection of movement with both a component perpendic-
ular to the plane and parallel to the plane.
[0054] In the arrangement shown in Figures 2 and 3,
the rotatable member 120 comprises an external thread
121, and the locking member 110 comprises an internal
thread 112. The rotatable member 120 is a threaded bolt.
The locking member 110 includes a corresponding nut
having the internal thread 112. However, it will be appre-
ciated that in alternative arrangements, the locking mem-
ber 110 could include an internally threaded portion 112
without requiring a separate nut. In the illustrated exam-
ple, the locking member body 111, being the portion of
the locking member 110 configured to abut the architec-
tural opening frame 2, includes a nut housing portion 113
which houses the nut and restricts its movement such
that it cannot move relative to the locking member body
111. In other words, the locking member body 111 and
the nut 112 move as a unit. The locking member body
111 may be formed as a single-part member with the nut
112 and nut housing portion 113.
[0055] The rotatable member 120 has a screw head
122 comprising a recess configured to be engaged by a
tool in order to rotate the rotatable member 120 about its
axis. Once the mounting frame 1 has been situated within
the architectural opening 4 with the flange 15 abutting
the first surfaces 21 of the architectural opening frame
respectively, a user engages the screw head 122 of the
rotatable member 120, with a tool, to rotate it in a first
rotational direction. This rotation of the external thread
121 which is engaged with the internal thread 112 causes
the locking member 110 to move in a direction parallel
to the shaft of the rotatable member 120 towards the
screw head 122. The screw head 122 applies a force to
the portion of the supporting structure 17 through which
it is inserted, effectively creating a force pulling the nut
112 and locking member 110 towards the architectural
opening frame. Thus, this mechanism provides an active
clamping force to the portion of the architectural opening

frame 2 abutted by the locking member 110. Further-
more, it is not necessary for the locking member 110 itself
to be accessible to a user. The user only needs access
to the screw head 122 in order to move the locking mem-
ber into the locked position.
[0056] A second mechanism for moving a locking
member into the locked position will now be described.
[0057] In a second mechanism for moving a locking
member, at least one locking member 130 is configured
to translate and at least one actuator comprises a pro-
jection 140 from the locking member that translates with
the locking member. That is, the locking member 130 is
configured to translate from the unlocked position to the
locked position with said translation being directly caused
by a user translating the projection 140. By providing a
projection 140 from the locking member 130, which a
user operates, it is not necessary for the locking member
130 itself to be accessible to a user. A user only needs
to access the projection 140 in order to move the locking
member into the locked position. The projection 140 con-
figured to translate with the locking member 130 can also
be configured to secure the locking member in the locked
position, after the locking member has been moved into
the locked position. In this way, the same projection 140
fulfils both functions of moving and securing the locking
member 130 in the locked position, such that only the
projection 140 needs to be accessible to a user. This
allows for a mounting solution that may be easy to use
and visually discreet.
[0058] The projection 140 configured to translate with
the locking member 130 can comprise a threaded section
141 that engages with a corresponding threaded section
133 of the locking member, such that rotating the projec-
tion 140 secures the locking member in the locked posi-
tion.
[0059] An example of such a mechanism is illustrated
in Figures 4 and 5. Figure 4 shows a perspective view of
a lower corner of a mounting frame as viewed from the
side of the mounting frame having the flange 15. How-
ever, the same mechanism may be provided for a locking
member provided in any region of the mounting frame 1.
Figure 5 shows an exploded perspective view of the
mechanism for moving the locking member 130.
[0060] As shown in Figure 5, the actuator is a threaded
bolt 140 having an external thread 141. The bolt 140 has
a screw head 142 including a recess configured for en-
gagement with a tool. The screw head 142 of the bolt
140 provides the projection from the locking member 130
to provide the actuator. The locking member 130 includes
a through hole 132. The shaft of the bolt 140 passes
through the through hole 132 of the locking member with
an axis of the bolt 140 and axis of the through hole 132
being perpendicular to the direction of movement of the
locking member 130. In this way, moving the bolt 140 in
the direction of movement of the locking member 130
pushes the locking member towards the locked position.
A portion of the supporting structure 17 includes a slot
171 for guiding the movement of the locking member 130
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towards the locked position from the unlocked position
(and optionally towards the unlocked position from the
locked position).
[0061] The locking member 130 comprises a locking
nut 131 having an internal thread 133 corresponding to
the thread 141 of the bolt 140. The locking nut 131 is
provided with its axis coincident with the axis of the
through hole 132 and within the locking member body.
The position of the locking nut 131 is fixed relative to the
locking member body, such that they move as a unit.
Once the locking member is in the locked position, a user
rotates the bolt 142, which is engaged with the locking
nut 131, to secure the locking member in the locked po-
sition. Because the position of the locking nut 131 relative
to the locking device 130 is fixed, rotating the bolt 142 in
a first rotational direction causes a portion of the locking
device surrounding the through hole and a coincident
portion of the supporting structure 17 surrounding the
slot 171 to be clamped together between the screw head
142 and the locking nut 131, thereby securing the locking
member in the locked position.
[0062] The direction of movement and location of lock-
ing members will now be described.
[0063] The mounting frame 1 can have a plurality of
locking members 110, 130 provided at different locations
around the perimeter of the mounting frame. A plurality
of locking members 110, 130 can also have different re-
spective directions of movement from the unlocked po-
sition to the locked position (and vice versa).
[0064] In some arrangements, for at least one locking
member, the direction of movement of the locking mem-
ber is entirely perpendicular to the plane P. A locking
member which is configured to move towards the flange
in a direction perpendicular to the plane may apply a
clamping force in the direction it is most needed in order
to prevent movement of the mounting frame 1 in a direc-
tion perpendicular to the plane P. A locking member hav-
ing movement perpendicular to the plane is preferably
provided in a region at the top of the mounting frame.
However, such a locking member could also be provided
at the bottom of the mounting frame, or adjacent a side
of the mounting frame. It is preferable to provide a locking
member (or locking members) having a direction of
movement perpendicular to the plane on one side of the
mounting frame (such as the top) only. This makes it
easier to insert the mounting frame within the architec-
tural opening frame, as will become further apparent
when a method of installing the mounting frame is de-
scribed later.
[0065] In some arrangements, the mounting frame
comprises a cassette at the top side of the mounting
frame configured to house a retractable covering. In such
an arrangement, a portion of a locking member config-
ured to abut the architectural opening frame may be lo-
cated above the cassette. Such an arrangement is illus-
trated in Figures 6 and 7.
[0066] Figures 6 and 7 show a cross-sectional side
view of an upper portion of a mounting frame 1 installed

within an architectural opening frame 2 but depict the use
of the mounting frame 1 with different types of opening
frame 2. As shown in Figures 6 and 7, the supporting
structure 17 of the mounting frame 1 includes a cassette
16. The cassette 16 is a housing which is configured to
contain a retractable covering when the covering is re-
tracted. A cassette 16 is generally provided at the top of
a mounting frame 1. In the arrangement of Figures 6 and
7, a portion of the locking member 110 sits directly on
top of an upper surface of the cassette 16. That is, the
cassette provides a surface along which a portion of the
locking member 110 can move.
[0067] The portion of the locking member 110 which
abuts the architectural opening frame above the cassette
is not generally accessible to a user when the mounting
frame is in situ. Therefore, a portion of the locking mem-
ber 110 extends through a hole in the upper surface of
the cassette to an interior of the mounting frame 1. This
portion of the locking member which is in the interior of
the mounting frame 1 engages with the actuator 110.
Preferably, the mechanism for moving the locking mem-
ber 110 illustrated in Figures 6 and 7 is the mechanism
as described with respect to Figures 2 and 3. The active
clamping force provided by the mechanism described
with respect to Figure 2 and 3 is particularly useful for
supporting the extra mass of the cassette. However, the
mechanism as described with respect to Figures 4 and
5 could also be used with the locking member shown in
Figures 6 and 7.
[0068] For some arrangements of mounting frame, at
least one locking member has a direction of movement
with both a component perpendicular to the plane and a
component parallel to the plane. That is, a locking mem-
ber can be configured to move in a direction including a
component perpendicular to the plane P and towards the
flange 15, and also a component which is parallel to the
plane P and laterally, outwards from the mounting frame
1 (towards the architectural opening frame 2). In this way,
the locking member can be retractable within the sup-
porting structure of the mounting frame, when in the un-
locked position.
[0069] An example of such a locking member is illus-
trated in Figures 8 and 9. Figures 8 and 9 show a cross-
sectional view of a portion of a mounting frame 1 mounted
within an architectural opening frame 2, as viewed from
vertically above. As shown in Figures 8 and 9, the direc-
tion of movement of the locking member 130 is diagonal
with respect to the plane P when viewed from above. In
this way, the locking member 130 abuts a part of the
surface 22 of the architectural opening frame which is
adjacent the side of the mounting frame 1. The horizontal
and diagonal direction of movement of the locking mem-
ber 130 means that the majority of the locking member
body is retracted or concealed within (the supporting
structure of) the mounting frame 1, as shown in Figures
8 and 9. This allows for locking members to be used on
multiple sides of the mounting frame (for example, the
top and both sides on either side of the opening), without
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increasing the overall area of the mounting frame, such
that the part of the mounting frame including the locking
members can be passed through the opening. The ad-
vantages of this will be further apparent when a method
of mounting the mounting frame within an opening is de-
scribed later.
[0070] Furthermore, the locking member 130 having a
direction of movement having components both perpen-
dicular and parallel to the plane P, and thus being retract-
able, is more visually discreet. This may be particularly
desirable when the locking member 130 is used at a side
of the mounting frame 1, as opposed to on top of the
mounting frame 1 where the locking member would be
out of sight, for example, if provided above a cassette
housing a retractable covering.
[0071] The locking member 130 illustrated in Figures
8 and 9 is provided in a region at the bottom of the mount-
ing frame. Specifically, it is provided in a bottom corner
of the mounting frame 1, as shown in Figures 10 and 11.
However, the locking member 130 may be provided in
any other region of the mounting frame. The portion of
the architectural opening frame 2 shown in Figures 8 and
9 is to the side of the opening 4, however, it could equally
be below the opening 4, for example.
[0072] The shape of a locking member will now be de-
scribed.
[0073] Preferably, each locking member is a rigid body
which does not substantially deform when clamping the
architectural opening frame. This means that an amount
of deformation of the locking member body when the lock-
ing member abuts the architectural opening frame is sig-
nificantly smaller than the distance through which the
locking member is configured to move. This may provide
a secure mounting of the mounting frame to the archi-
tectural opening frame, namely ensuring essentially no
relative movement. As soon as the locking member body
contacts the architectural opening frame (i.e. arrives in
the locked position), the locking member is stopped by
the architectural opening frame and does not deform
around the architectural opening frame. In other words,
the shape of the locking member does not change (there
is no substantial deformation of the locking member) be-
tween the unlocked position and locked position. Slight
deformation of the locking member may occur due to bulk
elasticity of the material from which the locking member
body is formed. The locking member body may be formed
from a plastics or polymer material for example. Alterna-
tively, the locking member body may be formed from a
metal material, for example diecast metal.
[0074] The locking member body is preferably a 3-di-
mensional solid body rather than a thin strip-like member,
which may deform when clamping the architectural open-
ing frame. The locking member 110 illustrated in Figures
2, 3, 6 and 7 has an elongate form, with its longest di-
mension parallel to its direction of movement. The shape
of the locking member 110 of this arrangement is approx-
imately cuboid with curved upper edges. The surface of
the locking member body 111 which is configured to con-

tact the architectural opening frame may be at least partly
curved or provided with a rounded edge. The locking
member body 111 has a flat base which sits on a surface
of the supporting structure, such as the upper surface of
the cassette as shown in Figure 6. The nut housing por-
tion 113 is a protrusion from the base of the locking mem-
ber body which is configured to extend inside the sup-
porting structure.
[0075] The locking member 130 illustrated in Figures
4, 5, 8 and 9 also has an elongate form with its longest
dimension parallel to its direction of movement. The
shape of the locking member body of this arrangement
may be approximately cuboid with curved surfaces at its
ends. The surface of the locking member body which is
configured to contact the architectural opening frame is
substantially curved. A portion of the surface configured
to contact the architectural opening frame is flattened so
as to be perpendicular to the plane. As shown in Figure
8, this may allow the end of the locking member to engage
with a second surface 22 of the architectural opening
frame that is formed at an angel to the plane P.
[0076] The locking member 130 shown in Figure 5 also
has a cut-out portion at the end configured to abut the
architectural opening frame. This cut-out portion is op-
tionally provided if the architectural opening frame has a
protruding portion to be accommodated by the shape of
the locking member 130. For example, the architectural
opening frame may include large window leaves, or a
strip of beading, for example weather beads, which are
accommodated by the cut-out portion.
[0077] Further features of the mounting frame will now
be described.
[0078] The locked position of any locking member de-
scribed herein is preferably adjustable. This allows the
mounting frame to be used with architectural opening
frames with different thicknesses, that is, different dis-
tances between the first and second surfaces 21, 22,
and/or with architectural opening frames having first
and/or second surfaces 21, 22 provided at an angle to
the plane P. The locked position of the locking member
may not be a fixed position relative to the flange. Rather,
the locked position is defined as the position at which the
locking member abuts the second surface 22 while the
flange 15 is in abutment with the first surface 21. The
mechanisms for moving a locking member described
above allow the locking member to travel through differ-
ent distances and be locked in different positions, de-
pending on the shape and size of the architectural open-
ing frame.
[0079] For example, when a thin architectural opening
frame (such as a typical aluminium frame) is used, the
distance between the flange 15 and the locking member
in the locked position is smaller than when a thicker ar-
chitectural opening frame (such as a typical PVC or
wooden frame) is used. This is illustrated for a locking
member 110 having a direction of movement perpendic-
ular to the plane in Figure 6, showing a thin architectural
opening frame, and Figure 7, showing a thick architec-
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tural opening frame. This is also the case for a locking
member 130 having a direction of movement with com-
ponents both perpendicular and parallel to the plane. Fig-
ure 8 shows such a locking member 130 in use with a
thick architectural opening frame and Figure 9 shows
such a locking member 130 in use with a thin architectural
opening frame.
[0080] In the illustrated example, the at least one flange
extends substantially around the entire circumference of
the mounting frame. This means that a flange extends
substantially along the whole width of the mounting frame
at both the top and bottom of the mounting frame, and a
flange extends substantially along the whole height of
the mounting frame on both sides of the mounting frame
across the opening. This is best shown in Figure 13. The
top, bottom and two side flanges can be connected so
as to form a continuous flange around the mounting
frame. This may assist in providing a secure engagement
with the architectural opening frame and/or may provide
an aesthetically attractive appearance. Alternatively, plu-
ral separate flanges may be provided, for example, a
separate flange for each locking member.
[0081] In the illustrated example, each of the locking
members is also moveable from the locked position to
the unlocked position. This means that, for a locking
member which has been locked in the locking position,
it is possible to reverse the process of moving the locking
member into the locked position, so as to dismount the
mounting frame. For the mechanisms described with ref-
erence to Figures 2 to 5, the locking member can be
moved from the locked position to the unlocked position
by performing the steps of moving the locking member
into the locked position in reverse.
[0082] As discussed above, the locked position is not
a fixed position relative to the flange, but it defined as the
position at which the locking member abuts the architec-
tural opening frame. Likewise, the unlocked position may
not be a fixed position, but rather a position (or range of
positions) at which there is a gap between the locking
member and the flange such that the architectural open-
ing frame is no longer held by the locking member and
the flange.
[0083] Preferably, the at least one actuator is config-
ured to be operated from the side of the mounting frame
having the flange. The mounting frame described herein
is particularly useful when surface 22 (abutted by the
locking member) faces the outside of a building, and the
surface 21 (abutted by the flange) faces the inside of the
building. This makes the mounting frame easier to install,
because a user can push the flange against the surface
21 from inside the building. The user therefore does not
have to access the architectural opening from the outside
which can be particularly troublesome on upper storeys.
In arrangements discussed above, the actuator is con-
figured to be operated from the side of the mounting
frame having the flange, making it accessible to a user
located inside the building.
[0084] For example, for the mechanism shown in Fig-

ures 2 and 3, the locking member 110 is moveable by
engaging and rotating rotatable member 120, having its
engagement portion (screw head 122) located on the
same side of the mounting frame as the flange. For the
mechanism shown in Figures 4 and 5, the actuator 140
is located on the flange side of the supporting structure
of the mounting frame.
[0085] As already mentioned, the mounting frame can
have a plurality of locking members 110, 130. Preferably,
a respective actuator 120, 140 is provided for each re-
spective locking member. This allows each locking mem-
ber to be moved and locked in position independently
from all of the other locking members. In the illustrated
example, the mounting frame 1 has two arrangements
of locking member 110 and actuator 120 as described
with respect to Figures 2, 3, 6 and 7, provided at the top
of the mounting frame 1 in each corner. The mounting
frame 1 also has two arrangements of locking member
130 and actuator 140 as described with respect to Fig-
ures 4, 5, 8 and 9, provided in each lower corner of the
mounting frame.
[0086] An outdoor blind comprising the mounting
frame will now be described.
[0087] A particularly useful application of the mounting
frame of the invention is an outdoor blind (also known as
an outside blind). Although, the invention is not limited
to an outdoor blind and could be applied to any type of
covering in general. In an outdoor blind, the at least one
flange of the mounting frame is configured to abut a sur-
face of the architectural opening frame facing the interior
of the building having the architectural opening. That is,
surface 21 faces towards the interior of the building, and
surface 22 faces towards the exterior of the building.
[0088] An outdoor blind 3 is illustrated in Figure 12. An
outdoor blind is an architectural structure covering which
projects outwards to an exterior of the architectural struc-
ture in which it is installed. In Figure 12, the exterior of
the building is on the left hand side, and the interior of
the building is on the right hand side. As shown in Figure
12, the outdoor blind 3 is located outwards of a window
5, which may for example be a moveable window leaf.
The flange 15 is sandwiched between the window and
the first surface 21 when the window 5 is closed. The
outdoor blind 3 including the mounting frame 1 is located
on the exterior side of the surface 22, except for the flange
(and optionally the actuator) which is on the interior side
of the surface 21, and a connecting portion of the sup-
porting structure of the mounting frame 1 which connects
the flange to the rest of the mounting frame.
[0089] Outdoor blinds are provided with one or more
retractable coverings and/or screens, such as an insect
screen. The outdoor blind shown in Figure 12 includes a
retractable covering 31, specifically a roller covering,
which is extendable across the architectural opening 4.
The retractable covering 31 is housed within the cassette
16 when not in use. The retractable covering 31 can be
manually operated or motorised. The illustrated outdoor
blind also has a fixed screen 32, such as an insect screen.
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Outdoor blinds may be configured to be used with differ-
ent window types, in particular turn and tilt (TAT) win-
dows.
[0090] A method of mounting a mounting frame, as de-
scribed herein, to an architectural opening frame will now
be described. This method can also be used to install an
outdoor blind (or any type of covering) having a mounting
frame as described herein.
[0091] Firstly, the mounting frame may be positioned
relative to the architectural opening frame such that the
flange (or plurality of flanges) abuts the first surface of
the architectural opening frame, as previously described.
Then a locking member is moved from the unlocked po-
sition to the locked position in which the locking member
abuts the second surface of the architectural opening
frame such that the architectural opening frame is held
between the flange and the locking member. Moving the
locking member to the locked position comprises moving
the locking member in a direction towards the at least
one flange, said direction having at least one component
perpendicular to the plane, as previously described. The
locking member is moved to the locked position by op-
erating an associated actuator. The locking member and
associated actuator can comprise any of the mecha-
nisms described herein. Optionally, the process of mov-
ing a locking member into the locked position is repeated
for a plurality of locking members.
[0092] Preferably, positioning the mounting frame
comprises inserting the mounting frame within the archi-
tectural opening frame from the interior of the building,
with the at least one flange abutting a surface (i.e. surface
21) of the architectural opening frame facing the interior
of the building. This makes the installation as easier, as
discussed above, because the steps of positioning the
mounting frame and operating the actuator are per-
formed by a user located inside the building. In this way,
there is no need for a user to access the exterior of the
building in order to install the mounting frame.
[0093] Figure 13 illustrates an example of how a
mounting frame is preferably positioned within an archi-
tectural opening frame. The step of abutting the flange
15 against the surface 21 is performed by firstly abutting
the flange against the surface 21 at the top of the archi-
tectural opening frame, whilst the top of the mounting
frame is tilted towards the architectural opening. Then,
the lower part of the mounting frame is slid forward such
that the flange 15 abuts the surface 21 at the bottom of
the architectural opening frame. This allows the cassette
16 to be passed through the opening 4. The arrange-
ments of locking member described herein are config-
ured so as to allow for an easy mounting of the mounting
frame, whilst ensuring the mounting frame is secure. In
particular, the locking members 130 which are retractable
within the supporting structure of the mounting frame al-
low the mounting frame to be passed through the archi-
tectural opening as shown in Figure 13.
[0094] The present disclosure is set forth in various
levels of detail in this application and no limitation as to

the scope of the claimed subject matter is intended by
either the inclusion or non-inclusion of elements, com-
ponents, or the like in the summary. In certain instances,
details that are not necessary for an understanding of
the disclosure or that render other details difficult to per-
ceive may have been omitted. It should be understood
that the claimed subject matter is not necessarily limited
to the particular embodiments or arrangements illustrat-
ed herein.
[0095] The accompanying drawings are provided for
purposes of illustration only, and the dimensions, posi-
tions, order, and relative sizes reflected in the drawings
attached hereto may vary. The detailed description will
be better understood in conjunction with the accompa-
nying drawings, with reference made in detail to embod-
iments of the present subject matter, one or more exam-
ples of which are illustrated in the drawings. Each exam-
ple is provided by way of explanation of the present sub-
ject matter, not limitation of the present subject matter.
In fact, it will be apparent to those skilled in the art that
various modifications and variations can be made in the
present disclosure without departing from the scope or
spirit of the present subject matter. Thus, it is intended
that the present subject matter covers such modifications
and variations as come within the scope of the appended
claims and their equivalents.
[0096] In the foregoing description, it will be appreci-
ated that the phrases "at least one", "one or more", and
"and/or", as used herein, are open-ended expressions
that are both conjunctive and disjunctive in operation.
The term "a" or "an" entity, as used herein, refers to one
or more of that entity. As such, the terms "a" (or "an"),
"one or more" and "at least one" can be used interchange-
ably herein.

Claims

1. A mounting frame for mounting a covering to an ar-
chitectural opening frame surrounding an architec-
tural opening;

wherein the architectural opening defines a
plane;
the architectural opening frame has first and
second surfaces on respective sides of the
plane; and
the mounting frame comprises:

at least one flange extending parallel to the
plane, the flange configured to abut the first
surface of the architectural opening frame;
at least one locking member moveable from
an unlocked position, in which the locking
member is spaced apart from the second
surface, to a locked position, in which the
locking member is configured to abut the
second surface of the architectural opening
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frame such that the architectural opening
frame is held between the flange and the
locking member,
the at least one locking member configured
to be moveable to the locked position in a
direction towards the at least one flange,
said direction having at least a component
perpendicular to the plane; and
at least one actuator associated with the at
least one locking member and configured
to be operated to move the at least one lock-
ing member from the unlocked position to
the locked position.

2. The mounting frame of claim 1, wherein at least one
actuator is a rotatable member and rotation of the
rotatable member causes linear movement of an as-
sociated locking member,
and, optionally, the rotatable member comprises one
of an external thread and an internal thread and the
associated locking member comprises the other of
an external thread and an internal thread, and the
external thread engages with the internal thread
such that turning the rotatable member causes linear
movement of the associated locking member.

3. The mounting frame of any preceding claim, wherein
at least one locking member is configured to trans-
late and at least one actuator is a projection from the
associated locking member that translates with the
associated locking member,

optionally, the actuator configured to translate
with the associated locking member is also con-
figured to secure the locking member in the
locked position,
and, further optionally, the actuator configured
to translate with the associated locking member
comprises a threaded section that engages with
a corresponding threaded section of the locking
member and is configured such that rotating the
actuator secures the associated locking mem-
ber in the locked position.

4. The mounting frame of claim 3, wherein the mounting
frame comprises a slot configured to guide the trans-
lation of the locking member which is configured to
translate with the actuator.

5. The mounting frame of any preceding claim, wherein
for at least one locking member, the direction of
movement of the locking member is perpendicular
to the plane,

optionally, the locking member having move-
ment perpendicular to the plane is provided in a
region at the top of the mounting frame,
and, further optionally, the mounting frame com-

prises a cassette configured to house a retract-
able covering, wherein a portion of the locking
member configured to abut the architectural
opening frame is located on top of the cassette.

6. The mounting frame of any preceding claim, wherein
for at least one locking member, the direction of
movement of the locking member has both a com-
ponent perpendicular to the plane and a component
parallel to the plane,
and, optionally, the locking member, for which the
direction of movement has a component perpendic-
ular to the plane and a component parallel to the
plane, is provided in a region at the bottom of the
mounting frame.

7. The mounting frame of any preceding claim, wherein
the at least one locking member is a rigid body which
does not substantially deform when clamping the ar-
chitectural opening frame.

8. The mounting frame of any one preceding claim,
wherein the locked position of the at least one locking
member is adjustable such that the mounting frame
can be used with architectural opening frames with
different thicknesses.

9. The mounting frame of any preceding claim, wherein
the at least one flange extends around an entire cir-
cumference of the mounting frame.

10. The mounting frame of any preceding claim, wherein
the at least one locking member is moveable from
the locked position to the unlocked position.

11. The mounting frame of any preceding claim, wherein
the at least one actuator is configured to be operated
from the side of the mounting frame having the
flange.

12. The mounting frame of any preceding claim, wherein
a respective actuator is provided for each respective
locking member.

13. An outdoor blind comprising the mounting frame of
any preceding claim, wherein the at least one flange
is configured to abut a surface of the architectural
opening frame facing the interior of the building.

14. A method of mounting a mounting frame to an archi-
tectural opening frame surrounding an architectural
opening, wherein the architectural opening defines
a plane and the architectural opening frame has first
and second surfaces on respective sides of the
plane, the method comprising:

positioning the mounting frame such that at least
one flange of the mounting frame abuts the first
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surface of the architectural opening frame, the
at least one flange extending parallel to the
plane; and
moving at least one locking member from an un-
locked position, in which the locking member is
spaced apart from the second surface, to a
locked position, in which the locking member
abuts the second surface of the architectural
opening frame such that the architectural open-
ing frame is held between the flange and the
locking member;
wherein moving the locking member to the
locked position comprises moving the locking
member in a direction towards the at least one
flange, said direction having at least one com-
ponent perpendicular to the plane, by operating
an actuator associated with the locking member.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein

positioning the mounting frame comprises in-
serting the mounting frame within the architec-
tural opening frame from the interior of the build-
ing, with the at least one flange abutting a sur-
face of the architectural opening frame facing
the interior of the building,
and the steps of positioning the mounting frame
and operating the actuator are performed by a
user located inside the building.
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