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(54) ELASTIC BELT CONNECTION PIECE

(67)  The presentrelates to an elastic belt connection
piece having an elongated shape and comprising a first
end and an opposing second end, said elastic belt con-
nection piece further comprising a buckle mounting sec-
tion and at least one strap mounting section, character-

ized in that the elastic belt connection piece further com-
prises two elastic sections wherein when in use said two
elastic sections are at least partially aligned and abutting.
Further disclosed is a belt kit and a method for mounting
a buckle to a strap.

|

23

23b

Processed by Luminess, 75001 PARIS (FR)



1 EP 4 292 461 A1 2

Description
Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to elastic leather
belts, especially elastic belts with interchangeable or ad-
justable belt straps.

Background of the Invention

[0002] Mostbelts are based on non-stretchable straps
in order to provide a safe, easy and reliable way of keep-
ing a garment such as trousers in place. However, the
non-stretchable strap may be the cause of discomfort
after long time use or for example when sitting down or
otherwise changing positions or activity of the user.
[0003] Various solutions have previously been sug-
gested to provide elasticity to a belt but common for these
solutions is that they either compromise the stability
and/or visual impression of the belt or they may be based
on solutions involving extra steps in the production or are
otherwise problematic in large scale production.

Description of the Invention

[0004] These and other problems in known solutions
may be solved by an elastic belt connection piece having
an elongated shape and comprising a first end and an
opposing second end, said elastic belt connection piece
further comprising a buckle mounting section and at least
one strap mounting section. The elastic belt connection
piece further comprises two elastic sections wherein
when in use said two elastic sections are at least partially
aligned and abutting whereby an elastic belt connection
piece is provided which provided elasticity to the belt
when connected to a belt strap via the strap mounting
section. As the two elastic sections are at least partially
aligned and abutting, an elastic solution is provided which
allows the full effect of the elasticity of the elastic sections
while providing structural integrity of the belt, including
the elastic belt connection piece. Furthermore, the com-
bined features of the elastic belt connection piece provide
a solution wherein the elastic sections may be completely
hidden by the belt tip when a user is wearing the belt with
the present elastic belt connection piece.

[0005] In various embodiments, the buckle mounting
section comprises an opening arranged for receiving the
prong of a buckle and/or the at least one strap mounting
section is arranged at the first and/or second end of the
elastic belt connection piece, the said at least one belt
mounting section comprising a mounting opening ar-
ranged for receiving a fastening means. A buckle may
thus by mounted on? the elastic belt connection piece
by inserting the prong of the buckle trough the opening
for receiving the prong whereafter the elastic belt con-
nection piece may be folded about the bar of the buckle.
[0006] In some embodiments, the elastic belt connec-
tion piece is provided already mounted to a buckle in
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which case the folded elastic belt connection piece may
be secured by stiches or other means for keeping the
elastic belt connection piece in a folded configuration and
thereby attached to the buckle.

[0007] If at least one of the one or more belt mounting
sections comprise a mounting opening arranged for re-
ceiving a fastening means, the elastic belt connection
piece can be attached to a belt strap e.g., releasably at-
tached via a screw or similar.

[0008] If the elastic belt connection piece is releasably
attached to the belt strap, a user may release the buckle
together with the elastic belt connection piece from the
strap by releasing the fastening means thereby allowing
the user to change belt strap and/or to shorten the exist-
ing belt strap before remounting the buckle via the elastic
belt connection piece.

[0009] Preferably, the buckle mounting section and/or
at least one strap mounting section comprise non-stretch
material such as for example leather, canvas, and/or pol-
yester.

[0010] The elastic belt connection piece may be an at
least partly layered structure in for example the buckle
mounting section and/or atleast one strap mounting sec-
tion may have at least two layers in form of an elastic
material and a non-stretch material.

[0011] Forexample,the elasticity ofthe two elastic sec-
tions is provided by at least one elastic element, wherein
said elastic element is one or more of:

- anelasticelementarranged as a single throughgoing
part from or near mounting opening to mounting
opening, in which case itis a layered structure at the
boucle mounting section and part of the belt mount-
ing sections. In some embodiments only a small sec-
tion of the belt mounting section(s) has a layered
structure.

- anelasticelementarranged as a single throughgoing
part from the first end to the second end, in which
case it is a layered structure at the boucle mounting
section and the belt mounting sections.

- anelasticelementarranged as a single throughgoing
part from one of the mounting openings to the distant
first and/or second end in which case it is a layered
structure at the boucle mounting section and a part
of one belt mounting section and all of another belt
mounting section.

[0012] Alternatively, the elasticity of the two elastic sec-
tions is provided by at least two elastic elements each
extending along one of the elastic sections in which case
the elastic belt connection piece is substantially a single
layer structure.

[0013] In some embodiments each of the elastic sec-
tion has a length of 0.5 - 10cm, preferably 1 - 5 cm, such
as1,15,2,25,3,35,4,45,5 60r7cm.

[0014] In some embodiments the elastic is braided,
knit, woven or a special elastic. The width of the elastic
may in various embodiments be selected to fit the width
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of the belt strap.

[0015] The present also relates to a belt and/or a belt
kit comprising an elastic belt connection piece, a buckle,
a belt strap and a fastening means for mounting the elas-
tic belt connection piece to the belt strap, and optionally
the kit may also comprise e.g. a loop. The elastic belt
connection piece in the belt kit may be an elastic belt
connection piece as described herein.

[0016] The present invention also relates to a buckle
with an elastic belt connection piece.

[0017] The present also relates to a method of mount-
ing a buckle to a belt strap via an elastic belt connection
piece, said method comprising the steps of:

- providing a belt buckle

- providing a belt strap

- providing an elastic belt connection piece

- attachingthe beltbuckle to the belt strap via the elas-
tic belt connection piece by aligning at least one
mounting opening on the elastic belt connection
piece with at least one strap mounting opening on
the strap and inserting a mounting means through
the aligned mounting openings.

[0018] Insome embodiments ofthe method, the buckle
is provided with the elastic belt connection piece at-
tached.

Description of the Drawing
[0019]

Fig. 1is atop view of an elastic belt connection piece.
Fig. 2 shows side views of elastic belt connection
pieces.

Fig. 3 is a kit comprising an elastic belt connection
piece.

Fig. 4 is a top view of a belt with an elastic belt con-
nection piece.

Fig. 5 is a side view of a belt with an elastic belt
connection piece.

Fig. 6 is a belt in use position.

Detailed Description of the Invention

[0020] Fig. 1 shows a top view of an elastic belt con-
nection piece (1) having an elongated shape and com-
prising a first end (2) and an opposing second end (3),
said elastic belt connection piece further comprising a
buckle mounting section (4) and atleast one strap mount-
ing section (5, 6), characterized in that the elastic belt
connection piece further comprises two elastic sections
(7, 8). At the buckle mounting section there is a through-
going, preferably centred and elongated, hole (9) and at
each belt mounting section there is a throughgoing hole
(10, 11). The buckle mounting section (4) is centred in
the elastic belt connection piece (1) with respect to the
first and the second end.
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[0021] Fig. 2a - 2c show side views of three different
embodiments of elastic belt connection pieces. Fig. 2a
shows an embodiment with two layers at each of the strap
mounting sections (5, 6) and a buckle mounting section
(4) with a full length single elastic element (24a).

[0022] Fig. 2b shows an embodiment with two layers
at a part of each of the strap mounting sections (5, 6) and
all of buckle mounting section (4) with a partial length
elastic element (24b). In the illustrated embodiment only
a relatively small section of the strap mounting section
has two layers. The section with the two layers is at least
wide enough to fasten the strap mounting section to the
elastic e.g. by stitches.

[0023] Fig.2cshowsanembodimentwith a single layer
at each of the strap mounting sections (5, 6) and the
buckle mounting section (4) with two short elastic ele-
ments 24c. However, there may be a small overlap sec-
tion (12) with two layers in the transition from one section
to another (e.g. from one elastic section (7) to a strap
mounting section (5)) in order to fasten the buckle mount-
ing section or strap mounting section to the elastic ele-
ments.

[0024] Fig. 3a - 3e show a kit according to the present
invention comprising an elastic belt connection piece (1),
a belt buckle (13) comprising a frame (14), a prong (15)
and a bar (16), a belt strap (17) having a throughgoing
hole (18) and a belt tip (19), a loop (20) and a mounting
means (21) in form of a screw.

[0025] Fig. 4 shows a belt (22) comprising an elastic
belt connection piece (1). Here, it is shown how the belt
strap (17) is attached to the buckle (13) via the elastic
belt connection piece (1). The elastic belt connection
piece (1) is folded about the bar of the buckle and in this
embodiment it is secured in the folded state by stitches
(23). The belt strap (17) is attached to the elastic belt
connection piece (1) by a screw (21).

[0026] Fig. 5. Shows a side view of the belt in fig. 4. It
is seen how the elastic element 24 is arranged to have
a double-layer structure in the buckle mounting section
(4) and in part of the belt mounting sections (5, 6). The
belt strap (17) and the belt mounting sections (5, 6) are
arranged so that the throughgoing holes (10, 11, 18) of
each section (5, 6) and the belt strap (17) align in order
for the insertion of a screw (21).

[0027] Fig. 6 shows the beltin use. Here, itis seen how
the belt tip covers the now hidden elastic section as in-
dicated with the dotted arrow and indication number (7).

Claims

1. Anelasticbelt connection piece having an elongated
shape and comprising a first end and an opposing
second end, said elastic belt connection piece further
comprising a buckle mounting section and at least
one strap mounting section, characterized in that
the elastic belt connection piece further comprises
two elastic sections wherein when in use said two
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elastic sections are at least partially aligned and
abutting.

The elastic belt connection piece according to claim
1, wherein the buckle mounting section comprises
an opening arranged for receiving the prong of a
buckle and wherein the at least one strap mounting
section is arranged at the first and/or second end of
the elastic belt connection piece, said at least one
belt mounting section comprising a mounting open-
ing arranged for receiving a fastening means.

The elastic belt connection piece according to any
of the preceding claims, wherein the elasticity of the
two elastic sections is provided by at least one elastic
element, wherein said elastic element preferably is
one or more of:

- an elastic element arranged as a single
throughgoing part from or near mounting open-
ing or section of the strap mounting section to
the other mounting opening or section of the
strap mounting section,

- an elastic element arranged as a single
throughgoing part from the first end to the sec-
ond end,

- an elastic element arranged as a single
throughgoing part from or near one of the mount-
ing openings to the distant first and/or second
end

The elastic belt connection piece according to any
of the preceding claims, wherein the elasticity of the
two elastic sections is provided by at least two elastic
elements each extending along at least one of the
elastic sections.

Abeltkit comprising an elastic belt connection piece,
a buckle having a prong, a strap and a fastening
means for mounting the elastic belt connection piece
to the strap, and optionally, a loop

Belt kit cording to claim 5, wherein the elastic belt
connection piece is an elastic belt connection piece
according to any of the claims 1-4.

A belt buckle mounted with an elastic belt connection
piece according to claim 1-4.

Use of an elastic belt connection piece according to
any of the claims 1 - 4 to attach a buckle to a belt
strap.

Use of an elastic belt connection piece according to
any of the claims 1 - 4 to releasably attach a buckle
to a belt strap.

10. A method of mounting a buckle to a strap via an
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elastic belt connection piece, said method compris-
ing the steps of:

- providing a belt buckle

- providing a belt strap

- providing an elastic belt connection piece

- attaching the belt buckle to the belt strap via
the elastic belt connection piece by aligning at
least one mounting opening on the elastic belt
connection piece with at least one strap mount-
ing opening on the strap and inserting a mount-
ing means through the aligned mounting open-
ings.

11. The method according to claim 10, wherein the elas-

tic belt connection piece is an elastic belt connection
piece according to claim 1-4.
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