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(54) TWIN CRIB

(57) A twin crib (1) comprises an upper frame (20),
a lower frame (40) connected to the upper frame (20)
and configured to support two mats (11). The crib (1)
comprises a casing (50) fixable to the upper frame (20),
with a bottom (51), an open opposite ceiling (52), a fixed
rear wall (53) and an opposite openable front wall (54).
The openable front wall (54) comprises a fixed portion
(55) and a movable portion (56). The crib (1) comprises

1\

a divider (60) arranged between the two mats (11) and
has hooking means (64) at a lower edge (61), arear edge
(62) and an opposite front edge (63). Such hooking
means (64) are configured to respectively constrain the
lower edge (61) to the bottom (51), the rear edge (62) to
the fixed rear wall (53) and the front edge (63) to the fixed
portion (55) of the openable front wall (54).
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Description
Technical Field

[0001] The presentinvention relates to a crib for new-
borns. More particularly, the present invention relates to
a twin crib with a collapsible wall that is flanked by a bed.

Prior art

[0002] Twin cribs provided with a collapsible wall in
which the newborns sleep inside the same crib are known
in the state of the art. In the known twin cribs, the divider
is a totally removable wall, arranged parallel to the col-
lapsible wall.

[0003] Document US 5787524 A describes a crib
adapted to accommodate more children. The crib com-
prises front panels arranged so as to form an angle of
less than 180° and sliding entirely, vertically and inde-
pendently of each other. The crib comprises a casing
made of soft material at the upper portion of the front
panels. The crib comprises a first and a second sleeping
area, separated by a divider, removably connectable to
an upright and a central support panel.

Problems of the prior art

[0004] In twin cribs of the known technique, only one
of the newborns can be placed near the collapsible wall
next to the parents’ bed, since the divider is arranged
parallel to the collapsible wall and therefore parallel to
the bed. This means that parents must periodically switch
the position of the twins, so that both babies spend the
same time near the parents’ bed. In addition, parents are
not facilitated in checking on the baby farther from the
bed. All this is uncomfortable for newborns, as well as
for parents.

[0005] The crib of the known technique, since it has an
angle of less than 180°, and in particular equal to 90°,
can be positioned at an angle of a bed. In this way, one
ofthe babies is placed at the foot of the bed, while another
at the side and must be periodically exchanged, so that
both spend the same time nextto the parents. In addition,
the fixed upright between the two panels could be dan-
gerous when the panels are in the lowered position as a
parent could bump into it, for example to bring children
into the sleeping areas.

Object of the invention

[0006] In this context, the technical task underlying the
presentinvention is to provide a twin crib which obviates
the drawbacks in the prior art as described above.

[0007] In particular, the aim of the present invention is
to realize a divider that allows to improve the comfort of
newborns and thatis more practical to use as well as safe.
[0008] The stated technical task and specified objects
are substantially achieved by a twin crib comprising the
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technical features set forth in one or more of the accom-
panying claims.

[0009] The present invention makes it possible to pro-
vide a twin crib in which the divider is at least partially
fixed along a direction orthogonal to the collapsible wall
and the parents’ bed.

[0010] Advantageously, this twin crib solves the tech-
nical problem since it allows to keep both babies in the
twin crib always close to the parents’ bed.

[0011] Still advantageously, the divider is at least par-
tially fixed to the crib itself so as to ensure greater stability
of the same during use of the crib.

[0012] Always advantageously, the twin crib does not
have protrusions, potentially dangerous.

LIST OF FIGURES

[0013] Furtherfeatures and advantages of the present
invention will become more apparent from the following
indicative, and hence non-limiting, description of a pre-
ferred, but not exclusive, embodiment of a twin crib as
illustrated in the appended drawings, in which:

- figure 1is a perspective view of a twin crib comprising
an embodiment of a divider and a pair of mats, ac-
cording to the present invention,

- figure 2 is a perspective view of the twin crib com-
prising aschematic illustration of a divider, according
to the present invention,

- figure 3 is a front view of the twin crib of figure 1,

- figure 4 is a side view of the twin crib of figure 1,

- figure 5 is a perspective view of the twin crib of figure
1 without the mats and casing,

- figure 6 is a first embodiment of a casing of the crib
in a closed configuration, according to figures 1 to 4,

- figure 7 is a second embodiment of a casing of the
crib in the closed configuration, according to figures
1to 4.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0014] The present invention relates to a twin crib 1
configured to be placed adjacent to a bed, facilitating
contact between the parents and the two babies.
[0015] As shown in figure 1, the twin crib 1 comprises
an upper frame 20 and a lower frame 40. The upper frame
20 comprises a first fixed portion 21 and a second portion
22 movable with respect to the first portion 21. The lower
frame 40 is connected to the upper frame 20 and is con-
figured to support two mats 11. Each mat 11 is adapted
to support a child. In a preferred embodiment, the lower
frame 40 is substantially square in shape. Always pref-
erably, the upper frame 20 and the lower frame 40 com-
prise rod-shaped elements.

[0016] The twin crib 1 further comprises a casing 50,
made of flexible material, fixable to the upper frame 20.
The casing 50 has a bottom 51, an open opposite ceiling
52, at least one fixed rear wall 53 and an opposite open-
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able front wall 54. The openable front wall 54 is config-
ured to be positioned adjacent to the bed. Said openable
front wall 54 comprises a fixed portion 55, supported by
the lower frame 40, and a movable portion 56, connected
to the second portion 22 of the upper frame 20.

[0017] It is worth noting that the twin crib 1 comprises
adivider 60 arranged between the two mats 11. As shown
in figure 2, the divider 60 has hooking means 64 at a
lower edge 61, a rear edge 62 and an opposite front edge
63. Note that said hooking means 64 are configured to
fixedly or removably constrain respectively the lower
edge 61 to the bottom 51, the rear edge 62 to the fixed
rear wall 53 and the front edge 63 to the fixed portion 55
of the openable front wall 54. Note that by removable
hooking means 64 is meant that the hooking means 64
is configured to repeatedly and reversibly hook and un-
hook the lower edge 61 to the bottom 51, the rear edge
62 to the fixed rear wall 53 and the front edge 63 to the
fixed portion 55.

[0018] It should therefore be noted that the divider 60
is positioned orthogonally both with respect to the fixed
rear wall 53 and with respect to the openable front wall
54. It is worth noting that, advantageously, both babies,
when placed on the respective mat 11, are close to the
bed to which the crib 1 is next to. In addition, both the
mats 11 onwhich the children are placed are immediately
accessible by the parents from the bed thanks to the side
access window provided by the movable portion 56 when
it is open. Preferably, the divider 60 is rectangular in
shape.

[0019] In a first embodiment, the hooking means 64
are fixed. In said embodiment, the lower edge 61, the
rear edge 62 and the front edge 63 are fixed, preferably
by a seam, respectively to the bottom 51, to the fixed rear
wall 53 and to the fixed portion 55.

[0020] In a second embodiment, the hooking means
64 are at least partly removable.

[0021] Preferably, the hooking means 64 on the lower
edge 61, the rear edge 62 and the front edge 63 are
removable.

[0022] Preferably, the hooking means 64 on the rear
edge 62 are fixed and the hooking means 64 on the front
edge 63 and on the lower edge 61 are removable.
[0023] In a preferred embodiment, the lower edge 61
is fixed to the bottom 51, the rear edge 62 is fixed to the
fixed rear wall 53 and the front edge 63 hookable through
hooking means 64 to the fixed portion 55 of the openable
front wall 54.

[0024] Note that the hooking means 64 comprise first
hooking elements 65 constrained to the front edge 63 of
the divider 60 and second hooking elements 66 con-
strained to the fixed portion 55 of the openable front wall
54. Further, the first and second hooking elements 65,
66 are hookable together to constrain the divider 60 to
the fixed portion 55. Preferably, the hooking means 64
comprise first hooking elements 65 constrained to the
lower edge 61 of the divider 60 and second hooking el-
ements 66 constrained to the bottom 51. Preferably, the
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hooking means 65 comprise first hooking elements 65
constrained to the rear edge 62 of the divider 60 and
second hooking elements 66 constrained to the fixed rear
wall 53.

[0025] In a preferred embodiment, the hooking means
64 comprises a zipper, as shown in figure 2. In detall, in
the preferred embodiment, the first and second hooking
elements 65, 66 are respectively a first and a second row
of teeth of a zipper. Preferably, the first and second rows
of teeth are fixed with a seam respectively on the front
edge 63 and/or on the rear edge 62 and/or on the lower
edge 61 and on the fixed portion 55 and/or on the fixed
rear wall 53 and/or on the bottom 51.

[0026] In further embodiments, not shown in the fig-
ures, the hooking means 64 comprise, for example, at
least one button and a respective buttonhole, atleastone
snap button, magnetic elements or a pair of Velcro strips.
[0027] Note that the divider 60 comprises a textile in-
sert 79. Preferably, the textile insert 79 is made of flexible
material. Even more preferably, the textile insert 79 is
made of the same flexible material as the casing 50.
[0028] In greater detail, the textile insert 79 comprises
the lower and rear edges 61, 62 and is fixed by seams
respectively to the bottom 51 and to the fixed rear wall
53, at said lower and rear edges 61, 62. Furthermore,
the textile insert 79 comprises the front edge 63 hookable
via the hooking means 64 to the fixed portion 55. It is
worth noting that the textile insert 79 comprises a free
edge 80, opposite the lower edge 63 and facing the ceil-
ing 52.

[0029] Note that, in a preferred embodiment, the divid-
er 60 comprises a frame 78 on which the textile insert 79
is mounted. Preferably, the frame 78 comprises rod-like
elements.

[0030] In greater detail, the textile insert 79 projects
from the bottom 51 and comprises a base portion 67 in-
terposed between the two mats 11 and an overlying sep-
aration portion 68 projecting with respect to the mats 11,
as shown for example in figure 3. The separation portion
68 extends continuously from the base portion 67 and is
configured to keep the newborns separated.

[0031] The fixed portion 55 has an extension from the
bottom 51 up to the movable portion 56. In addition, the
mats 11 have a thickness 81 extending from the bottom
51 towards the ceiling 52. In greater detail, in one em-
bodiment, the thickness 81 of each mat 11 is comprised
between 4 and 7 centimetres, preferably equal to 5 cen-
timetres. Always preferably, the extension of the fixed
portion 55 is comprised between 8 and 14 centimetres,
even more preferably the extension of the fixed portion
55 is equal to 12 centimetres.

[0032] In apreferred embodiment, the base portion 67
extends from the bottom 51 towards the ceiling 52 with
a height equal to the thickness 81 of the mats 11, as can
be seen in figure 3. The base portion 67 comprises the
lower edge 61 and is fixed to the bottom 51 by stitching
at the same lower edge 61.

[0033] In a first embodiment, shown in figure 2, the
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divider 60 extends from the bottom 51 towards the ceiling
52 with a height equal to the extension of the fixed portion
55. In said first embodiment, the divider 60 can be fixed
with the hooking means 64 to the fixed portion 55 along
the entire front edge 63.

[0034] In one embodiment, shown in figure 1, the di-
vider 60 extends from the bottom 51 towards the ceiling
52 with a height greater than the extension of the fixed
portion 55. In said embodiment, the divider 60 can be
fixed by means of hooking means 64 only for a portion
of the front edge 63 equal at most to the extension of the
fixed portion 55. In addition, a remaining portion of the
front edge 62 is free and not hookable to the openable
frontwall 54. As for the rear edge 63, it is preferably sewn
along its entire vertical extension from the bottom 51 to-
ward the ceiling 52.

[0035] Inafurtherembodiment, notshowninthefigure,
the divider 60 extends from the bottom 51 towards the
ceiling 52 with a height less than the extension of the
fixed portion 55. In said embodiment, the divider 60 can
be fixed with the hooking means 64 to said fixed portion
55 along the entire front edge 63.

[0036] Note that the separation portion 68 comprises
a mesh 69. Preferably, the mesh 69 is rectangular in
shape. Preferably, the mesh 69 has connecting perimeter
sides 89, fixed to the flexible material of the separation
portion 68 surrounding the mesh 69.

[0037] The crib 1 also comprises two opposite fixed
side walls 57, 58 which define, together with the fixed
rear wall 53 and the openable front wall 54, an internal
compartment 59. The divider 60 divides the internal com-
partment 59into two zones 70, 71 within the internal com-
partment 59 surrounded by the walls 53, 54, 57, 58. Pref-
erably, the zones 70, 71 have the same volume.

[0038] Note thatthe mesh 69 is configured to separate
the two zones 70, 71 within the internal compartment 59,
yet permitting mutual vision and communication between
the newborns. Advantageously, the mesh 69 promotes
contact between the twins, each positioned on a respec-
tive mat 11 in a respective zone 70, 71.

[0039] As shown in figure 6, in a first embodiment, the
casing 50 comprises at least one window 90 at the fixed
rear wall 53, configured to make the internal compart-
ment 59 visible. Preferably, the window 90 is made of
mesh fabric. In a second embodiment, the casing com-
prises at least two further windows 91, shown in figure
6. Each further window 91 is positioned respectively at
one of the opposite fixed perimeter walls 57, 58. Prefer-
ably, each further window 91 is made of mesh fabric.
Each further window 91 is configured to make the internal
compartment 59 visible.

[0040] The movable portion 56 is configured to switch
between a closing configuration in which the internal
compartment is accessible only from the ceiling 52 and
an opening configuration in which the movable portion
56 is open and makes the internal compartment 59 ac-
cessible also laterally through the openable front wall 54.
[0041] Note that the first portion 21 of the upper frame
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20 comprises a first and a second fixed end 23, 24 and
the second portion 22 of the upper frame 20 comprises
a first and a second movable end 25, 26.

[0042] As shown in figure 6, in a preferred embodi-
ment, the crib comprises a pair of vertical rails 27, 28,
positioned at the first portion 21 of the upper frame 20,
respectively at the first and second fixed ends 23, 24.
The pair of rails 27, 28 extends between the upper frame
20 and the lower frame 40. Each rail 27, 28 comprises a
closing end 31a, at the upper frame 20, and an opening
end 31b, at the lower frame 40.

[0043] The crib 1 further comprises a pair of sliders 29,
30, positioned respectively at the second portion 22 of
the upper frame 20, respectively at the first and second
movable ends 25, 26. Each slider 29, 30 is associated
with a respective rail 27, 28. The pair of sliders 29, 30
extends at the movable portion 56. Each slider 29, 30
comprises a first end 33, at the upper frame 20, and a
second end 34, at the fixed portion 55, when the movable
portion 56 is in the closing configuration.

[0044] Each slider 29, 30 is configured to slide along
the respective rail 27, 28. In detail, when the movable
portion 56 is in the closing configuration, the first end 33
of each slider 29, 30 is positioned at the closing end 31a
of the respective rail 27, 28. When the movable portion
56 is in the opening configuration, the second end 34 of
each slider 29, 30 is positioned at the opening end 31b
of the respective rail 27, 28.

[0045] In the preferred embodiment in which the crib
1 comprises the pair of rails 27, 28 and the relative sliders
29, 30, the divider 60 comprises hooking means 64 re-
movable at least at the front edge 63.

[0046] In an alternative embodiment, known in the
state of the art, the openable front wall 54 is an overturn-
ing collapsible wall, not shown in the figures. Preferably,
the lower frame 40 comprises a rod-like support element,
more preferably tubular, extending inside the fixed por-
tion 55 of the openable front wall 54 so as to form a sup-
port structure for the textile insert 79. In detail, the rod-
like support element has two vertical rod-like support el-
ements, and a rod-like connecting element between the
two rod-like support elements, preferably horizontal and
therefore parallel to the bottom 51.

[0047] In said alternative embodiment of the crib 1, in
a first embodiment, the divider 60 comprises hooking
means 64 fixed at the front edge 63.

[0048] In said alternative embodiment of the crib 1, in
a second embodiment, the divider 60 comprises hooking
means 64 removable at least at the front edge 63.
[0049] In the preferred embodiment, the casing 50
comprises afirst textile element 72 removable and fittable
on the first portion 21 of the upper frame 20 and on the
lower frame 40, and a second textile element 73 fixed at
the openable front wall 54. Note that the divider 60 is
secured along the lower and rear edges 61, 62 by seams
to the first textile member 72.

[0050] Advantageously, once the mats 11 are re-
moved, the hooking means 64, hooked to the fixed por-
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tion 55 during use of the crib 1, are released and the first
textile element 72 is removed together with the textile
insert 79.

[0051] Preferably, as shownin figures 6 and 7, the sec-
ond textile element 73 comprises at least one window
92. Preferably, the window 92 is made of mesh. Advan-
tageously, the window 92 on the openable front wall 54
allows to see inside the volume 59 even when the mov-
able portion 56 is in the closing configuration.

[0052] The crib 1 comprises side uprights 74 adjusta-
ble in height, preferably telescopic, and connected to the
lower frame 40 by means of connection joints 75, as
shown in figure 5. Advantageously, the crib 1 can be ad-
justed in height so as to be able to be flanked by beds
with different heights, and in particular to bring the mats
11 at the same height as the parents’ bed.

[0053] In the first embodiment, shown in figure 3, the
upper frame 20 and the lower frame 40 are mechanically
connected by the side uprights 74 and by the pair of rails
27, 28. In the alternative embodiment, known in the state
of the art, in which the openable front wall 54 is an over-
turning collapsible wall, the upper frame 20 and the lower
frame 40 are mechanically connected via the side up-
rights 74.

Claims
1. Twin crib (1) comprising:

- an upper frame (20) comprising a first fixed
portion (21) and a second portion (22) movable
with respect to the first portion (21),

- a lower frame (40) connected to the upper
frame (20) and configured to support two mats
(11), wherein each mat (11) is adapted to sup-
port a child,

- a casing (50) made of flexible material and fix-
able to the upper frame (20), the casing (50)
having a bottom (51) and an open opposite ceil-
ing (52) and at least one fixed rear wall (53) and
an opposite openable front wall (54), the open-
able front wall (54) comprising a fixed portion
(55) supported by the lower frame (40) and a
movable portion (56) connected to the second
portion (22),

characterized in that it comprises

- a divider (60) arranged between the two mats
(11), the divider (60) having hooking means (64)
at a lower edge (61), a rear edge (62) and an
opposite front edge (63), said hooking means
(64) being configured to respectively constrain
the lower edge (61) to the bottom (51), the rear
edge (62) to the fixed rear wall (53) and the front
edge (63) to the fixed portion (55) of the open-
able front wall (54).

2. Crib (1) according to claim 1, wherein the hooking
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10.

1.

12.

13.

means (64) are fixed.

Crib (1) according to claim 1, wherein the hooking
means (64) are at least partially removable.

Crib (1) according to claim 3, wherein the hooking
means (64) comprise first hooking elements (65)
constrained to the front edge (63) of the divider (60)
and second hooking elements (66) constrained to
the fixed portion (55) of the openable front wall (54),
the first and second hooking elements (65, 66) being
hookable together to constrain the divider (60) to the
fixed portion (55).

Crib (1) according to any one of claims 1, 3 or 4,
wherein the hooking means (64) comprise a zipper.

Crib (1) according to any one of claims 1to 5, wherein
the divider (60) comprises a textile insert (79).

Crib (1) according to claim 7, wherein the divider (60)
comprises a frame (78) on which the textile insert
(79) is mounted.

Crib (1) according to any one of claims 6 or 7, wherein
the textile insert (79) projects from the bottom (51)
and comprises a base portion (67) interposed be-
tween the mats (11) and an overlying separation por-
tion (68) projecting with respect to the mats (11).

Crib (1) according to claim 8, wherein the separation
portion (68) comprises a mesh (69).

Crib (1) according to any one of claims 1 to 9, also
comprising two opposite fixed side walls (57, 58) de-
fining, together with the fixed rear wall (53) and the
openable front wall (54), an internal compartment
(59), in which the divider (60) divides the internal
compartment (59) into two zones (70, 71).

Crib (1)accordingtoany one of claims 1t0 10, where-
in the movable portion (56) is configured to switch
between a closing configuration in which the internal
compartment is accessible only from the ceiling (52)
and an opening configuration in which the movable
portion (56) makes the internal compartment (59)
accessible also laterally from the openable front wall
(54).

Crib(1)accordingtoany one of claims 1to 11, where-
in the casing (50) comprises a first removable textile
element (72) and fittable on the first portion (21) of
the upper frame (20) and on the lower frame (40),
and a second textile element (73) fixed at the open-
able front wall (54).

Crib (1) according to any one of claims 1 to 12, com-
prising side uprights (74) adjustable in height and
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connected to the lower frame (40) by connection
joints (75).

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

10



EP 4 306 008 A1




EP 4 306 008 A1




EP 4 306 008 A1

- - ¥ - S

.

U

N

il

i

.

.

|

L

.

o
v

I

.

.

|

.

|

i

.




EP 4 306 008 A1

10



EP 4 306 008 A1

1"



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 4 306 008 A1

9

des

Europdisches
Patentamt

European
Patent Office

Office européen

brevets

EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Application Number

EP 23 18 4540

Category Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, Relevant CLASSIFICATION OF THE
of relevant passages to claim APPLICATION (IPC)
X US 5 787 524 A (BUTNIK ROBERT A [US]) 1-13 INV.
4 August 1998 (1998-08-04) A47D7/02
* column 3, line 55 - column 6, line 65; A47D15/00
figures 1, 4 * A47C17/32
A WO 2015/035036 Al (WHITMAN ASHLEY WATERS 5
[US]) 12 March 2015 (2015-03-12)
* figure 9 *
A WO 2020/245713 Al (ARTSANA SPA [IT]) 12,13
10 December 2020 (2020-12-10)
* figure 1 *
A US 2006/225206 Al (KASEM JEAN [US]) 1-13

12 October 2006 (2006-10-12)
* paragraph [0006] - paragraph [0030];
figures 1-5 *

TECHNICAL FIELDS
SEARCHED  (IPC)

A47D
A47C
1 The present search report has been drawn up for all claims
Place of search Date of completion of the search Examiner
g The Hague 28 August 2023 Ibarrondo, Borja
a
g CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS T : theory or principle underlying the invention
b E : earlier patent document, but published on, or
b4 X : particularly relevant if taken alone after the filing date
[ Y : particularly relevant if combined with another D : document cited in the application
e document of the same category L : document cited for other reasons
Z Atechnological BACKGroUNd e e
Q@ O : non-written disclosure & : member of the same patent family, corresponding
o P :intermediate document document
o
w

12




10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EPO FORM P0459

ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

EP 4 306 008 A1

ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO.

EP 23 18 4540

This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report.
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on
The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information.

28-08-2023
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
cited in search report date member(s) date
US 5787524 A 04-08-1998 NONE
WO 2015035036 Al 12-03-2015 uUs 9155402 B1 13-10-2015
WO 2015035036 Al 12-03-2015
WO 2020245713 Al 10-12-2020 CN 113905638 A 07-01-2022
EP 3975798 Al 06-04-2022
Us 2023225520 Al 20-07-2023
WO 2020245713 A1 10-12-2020
US 2006225206 Al 12-10-2006 uUs 7117550 B1 10-10-2006
Us 2006272091 Al 07-12-2006

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82

13




EP 4 306 008 A1
REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION
This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

.« US 5787524 A [0003]

14



	bibliography
	abstract
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report
	cited references

