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(57) A sun umbrella holder case (1) comprising a
main body (2,3) inside which a housing seat (5) is defined
adapted and configured to reversibly receive a sun um-
brella (100), wherein the main body (2,3) along a longi-
tudinal axis (Z-Z) of prevalent extension of the main body
(2,3) extends between a first end portion (12) and a sec-
ond end portion (13) opposite the first end portion (12),
wherein at least one of said first and second end portion
(12, 13) is an open end portion crossable by the sun
umbrella (100);

characterized in that:

- the main body (2,3) comprises a first housing portion
(2) and a second housing portion (3) removably coupled
to each other;

- the main body (2,3) is adapted and configured to selec-
tively assume a transport operating configuration in
which the firsthousing portion (2) and the second housing
portion (3) are coupled to each other and aligned, or sub-
stantially aligned, along said longitudinal axis (Z-Z) for
defining the housing seat (5) and an anchoring operating
configuration in which the first housing portion (2) and
the second housing portion (3) are uncoupled from each
other and movable independently or substantially inde-
pendently from each other in order to divide the housing
seat (5) into two parts;

- at least one from between the first housing portion (2)
and the second housing portion (3) comprises at least
one side pocket (20,30) which with respect to the longi-
tudinal axis (Z-Z) is arranged transversely with respect
to the housing seat (5) and wherein said side pocket

MULTIFUNCTIONAL SUN UMBRELLA HOLDER CASE

(20,30) is adapted and configured to receive and contain
at least one ballast material or object for anchoring the
sun umbrella (100)

FIG. 1
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to the technical
field of cases for transporting and housing beach umbrel-
las, and in particular relates to a multifunctional sun um-
brella holder case.

[0002] Cases for transporting and housing beach um-
brellas have been known and widely used for a long time.
Such cases, which are in practice sun umbrella holder
cases, generally have a flexible tubular body, forexample
made of synthetic or natural fabric. A housing seat is
defined inside the flexible tubular body, in which a beach
umbrella can be inserted accompanied by the related
stick, obviously when the sun umbrella is closed. The
flexible tubular body of the case extends between a first
end portion which is closed and a second end portion
which is open. Through this open end portion, the sun
umbrella is inserted into the housing seat of the case and
the sun umbrella is extracted from the housing seat of
the case. The open end portion generally comprises a
strap, or similar or equivalent means, adapted to revers-
ibly narrow the open end portion to avoid the sun umbrella
from undesirably slipping out of the housing seat. In order
to facilitate the transport of the case and the related sun
umbrella, the case generally comprises a strap for allow-
ing a user to transport the case on his/her shoulder, e.g.,
a shoulder strap.

[0003] As known, in order to ensure people’s safety,
avoid damage to property, and finally avoid loss or dam-
age to the sun umbrella, it is necessary to plant a sun
umbrella firmly and accurately in the ground, for example
in the sand. In fact, it is necessary to avoid the sun um-
brella from flying or tipping over due to the wind once it
has been planted. It is often necessary to anchor the sun
umbrella using makeshift means such as ropes, stones,
rocks, etc. Some improvised solutions include the pos-
sibility to use the case itself to tie the umbrella to heavier
objects, such as beach chairs or deck chairs. These so-
lutions are however awkward and not very practical, and
in some cases, however, they are not particularly effec-
tive.

[0004] Itisthe object of the presentinvention to provide
a sun umbrella holder case which, in addition to trans-
porting the umbrella, is such as to offer a solution usable
in a particularly convenient and effective manner for an-
choring the umbrella when using it.

[0005] This and other objects are achieved by a sun
umbrella holder case as defined in claim 1 in the most
general form thereof, and in the dependent claims for
some particular embodiments thereof.

[0006] The invention will become more apparent from
the following detailed description of embodiments there-
of, given by way of non-limiting examples, with reference
to the accompanying drawings, in which:

- figure 1 shows a view of a non-limiting embodiment
of a sun umbrella holder case, in which the case is
in a transport operating configuration;
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- figure 2 shows a view of a first portion of the sun
umbrella holder case in figure 1;

- figure 3 shows a view of a second portion of the sun
umbrella holder case in figure 1;

- figure 4 shows a diagrammatic cross-section view
of the second portion of case along the plane X-X
shown in figure 1;

- figure 5 shows a diagrammatic view of the sun um-
brella holder case in figure 1 associated with a sun
umbrella, in which the case is in an anchoring oper-
ating configuration.

[0007] Equal or similar elements will be indicated by
the same reference numerals in the accompanying draw-
ings.

[0008] An exemplary, non-limiting embodiment of a

sunumbrella holder case 1is showninthe accompanying
drawings. In figure 1, the sun umbrella holder case 1 is
shown in a transport operating configuration, in which
the case 1 is essentially shaped like a tubular sheath
having a first open end portion 12 and a second closed
end portion 13 which is opposite to the first open end
portion 12. In this operating configuration, the sun um-
brella holder case 1 can receive a sun umbrella 100 and
the related support stick 101 therein, when the umbrella
100 is in the closing configuration.

[0009] In figure 5, the sun umbrella holder case 1 is in
an anchoring configuration and is shown operatively as-
sociated with a sun umbrella 100. In a manner known
per se, the sun umbrella 100 comprises a support stick
101, preferably having two parts being removably faste-
nable to each other, and a screen 102 which, due to a
movable spoke assembly comprising a plurality of
spokes 103, can be moved between an opening config-
uration, shown in figure 5, and a closing configuration,
not shown in the figures. The screen 102 can be a hat-
shaped screen, a dome-shaped screen, a pyramidal
screen, etc. In a manner known per se, the screen 102
comprises a screen sheet, for example made of synthetic
or natural fabric.

[0010] Referring now to figures 1-4, the sun umbrella
holder case 1 comprises a main body 2,3 in which a hous-
ing seat 50 is defined (figure 4), adapted and configured
to reversibly receive a sun umbrella 100, when the sun
umbrella is in the closing configuration. The main body
2, 3 of the case 1 along an axis Z-Z of main longitudinal
extension of the main body 2, 3 extends between the first
end portion 12 and the second end portion 13 opposite
to the first end portion 12. At least one of said first and
second end portions 12, 13 is an open end portion cross-
able by the sun umbrella 100. In the example, the first
end portion 12 is open and crossable by the sun umbrella
100. Preferably, the open end portion 12 can be revers-
ibly widened and narrowed, for example by means of a
lace 6.

[0011] The main body 2, 3 of the case 1 is made of
synthetic or natural fabric, for example, and is thus flex-
ible. The main body 2,3 could also be made of plastic.
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Along the axis of main longitudinal extension Z-Z, the
main body 2, 3 preferably has a length between 100 cm
and 140 cm, e.g., equal to 120 cm. Transversely, when
in the sun umbrella 100 is housed in the housing seat
50, the main body 2, 3 has a section having a diameter
between 30 cm and 50 cm, e.g., equal to 40 cm.

[0012] The main body 2,3 of the sun umbrella case 1
comprises a first housing portion 2 and a second housing
portion 3 which are removably couplable to each other.
In figures 2 and 3, the first housing portion 2 and the
second housing portion 3 are shown uncoupled from
each other. Along the longitudinal axis Z-Z, the first hous-
ing portion 2 and the second housing portion 3 preferably
have the same length or substantially the same length,
more preferably a length between 50 cmand 70 cm, e.g.,
a length equal to 60 cm.

[0013] The main body 2,3 is adapted and configured
to selectively take a transport operating configuration, in
which the first housing portion 2 and the second housing
portion 3 are coupled to each other and aligned, or sub-
stantially aligned, along said longitudinal axis Z-Z to de-
fine the housing seat 50, and an anchoring operating
configuration, in which the first housing portion 2 and the
second housing portion 3 are uncoupled from each other
and movable independently or substantially independ-
ently from each other to divide the housing seat 50 into
two parts.

[0014] According to an advantageous embodiment,
the sun umbrella holder case 1 further comprises cou-
pling means 4 to reversibly fix the first housing portion 2
and the second housing portion 3 to each other. Advan-
tageously, the coupling means 4 comprise tear-off fixing
means, for example comprising two conjugated strips of
Velcro arranged between the first housing portion 2 and
the second housing portion 3 and arranged on an end
portion of the first housing portion 2 and an adjacent end
portion of the second housing portion 3, respectively. In
an alternative embodiment, the coupling means 4 could
comprise a zipper, distributed as described above be-
tween the first housing portion 2 and the second housing
portion 3. In a further embodiment, the coupling means
4 could comprise an array of snap fasteners. All the em-
bodiments described above have the advantage of al-
lowing a convenient and quick change in configuration
of the main body 2, 3 of the sun umbrella holder case 1,
between the transport configuration and the anchoring
configuration and vice versa.

[0015] In the sun umbrella holder case 1, at least one
of the first housing portion 2 and the second housing
portion 32 comprises at least one side pocket 20, 30
which is arranged, with respect to the longitudinal axis
Z-Z, transversely to the housing seat 50. The side pocket
20, 30 is adapted and configured to receive and contain
at least one ballast material or object for anchoring the
sun umbrella 100. In the anchoring configuration, as
shown in figure 5, for example, the first housing portion
2 and/or the second housing portion 3 can thus act as
stabilizing ballasts of the sun umbrella 100 when, for ex-
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ample, the screen 102 is open and the support stick 101
is planted in the ground, e.g., in the sand, or on a support.
[0016] In accordance with an advantageous embodi-
ment, the side pocket 20, 30 (or the side pockets 20,30)
has a smaller longitudinal extension than the respective
housing portion 2,3 and has an opening edge 21, 31 ar-
ranged at a lower level as compared to the upper end of
the respective housing portion 2, 3. This expedient has
the advantage of avoiding the housing seat 50 from get-
ting dirty with the ballast materials or objects inserted into
the pocket 20, 30 in the anchoring configuration.

[0017] Note that both the housing portions 2,3 are pro-
vided with pockets 20, 30 because, in order to perform
the ballast function, only one side pocket 20, 30 provided
on one of the two housing portions 2, 3 is sufficient.
[0018] Clearly, the more side pockets 20, 30, the more
effectively and stably the umbrella 100 can be anchored.
Forthisreason, itis advantageous that both the first hous-
ing portion 2 and the second housing portion 3 comprise
at least one respective side pocket 20,30. It is also ad-
vantageous that the first housing portion 2 and/or the
second housing portion 3 each comprise a pair of side
pockets 20, 30 which are arranged opposed to each other
with respect to the housing seat 50.

[0019] In accordance with an advantageous embodi-
ment, the at least one side pocket 20, 30 is delimited by
at least one expandable wall portion, e.g., an elastic
and/or bellows-shaped wall.

[0020] With reference to figure 4, in order to create a
side pocket 20, 30 it is sufficient to fasten, for example
sew, a panel of fabric, e.g., quadrangular in shape, to a
central core 35 of the first housing portion 2 or the second
housing portion 3, i.e., to the walls that delimit the housing
seat 50 of the sun umbrella holder case 1. For example,
in the case of a quadrangular panel, the fastening takes
place on three sides, so that the side pocket 20, 30 has
atleastone opening edge 21, 31 through which the pock-
et 20, 30 can be accessible to insert objects or ballast
materials therein. Note that a diagrammatic cross-sec-
tion of the second housing portion 3 has been shown in
figure 4, but the same diagram can also be used to de-
scribe the cross-section of the first housing portion 2.
[0021] In accordance with an advantageous embodi-
ment, the sun umbrella holder case 1 further comprises
atleast one strap 5 having a first end portion 5a fastened
or fastenable to the first housing portion 2 and a second
end portion 5b fastened orfastenable to the second hous-
ing portion 3. Preferably, the strap 5 has alength between
70 cm and 90 cm, e.g., equal to 80 cm.

[0022] In accordance with an embodiment, the strap 5
is a variable length strap. Note that two straps 5 can be
arranged parallel to each other in an embodiment, for
conveniently transporting the case 1 on the shoulder like
a backpack.

[0023] Note that the strap 5 can keep the first housing
portion 2 and the second housing portion 3 constrained
to each other in the anchoring configuration, but in this
case the two housing portions 2, 3 can however be moved
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independently from each other, within certain limits, so
as to establish a convenient and/or ideal positioning of
the two housing portions 2, 3.

[0024] In accordance with a particularly advantageous
embodiment, the sun umbrella holder case 1 further com-
prises at least one anchoring belt or rope 22, 32 having
a first end portion fastened to the first housing portion 2
and/or to the second housing portion 3. Said anchoring
belt or rope 22, 32 preferably has an adjustable length.
[0025] Conveniently, the anchoring belt or rope 22, 32
carries at leastone anchoring element 23, 33 to constrain
the anchoring belt or rope 22, 32 to the sun umbrella 100.
For example, said anchoring element 23, 33 is or com-
prises a hook or a buckle or a spring clip.

[0026] If both the first housing portion 2 and the second
housing portion 3 each comprise at least one respective
side pocket 20, 30, it is particularly advantageous that
the sun umbrella holder case 1 comprises two anchoring
belts or ropes 22, 32, where one of which is fastened to
the first housing portion 2 and the other is fastened to
the second housing portion 3. In the particular embodi-
ment shown in the figures, in which each of the two hous-
ing portions 2,3 has two opposing pockets 20, 30, a re-
spective belt or rope 22, 32 is fastened to each of the two
housing portions 2,3. Each belt or rope 22, 32 has a first
end portion fastened into a respective pocket 20, 30 and
thus forms a ring. Each belt or rope 22, 32 has an an-
choring element 23, 33 such as a spring clip or a buckle
or a snap hook, for example, which allows opening the
ring by dividing the belt or rope 22, 32 into two parts. It
is thus advantageously possible to house the belt or rope
22, 32 in the respective pocket 20, 30 when the sun um-
brella holder case 1 is in the transport configuration. The
above description also applies, with the appropriate mod-
ifications, when each of the two housing portions 2, 3
comprises only one pocket 20, 30 or when only one of
the two housing portions 2, 3includes one or two pockets.
In the case of a single pocket, it is advantageous that
both end portions of the belt or rope 22, 32 are fastened
into said pocket.

[0027] Based on the above, it is thus possible to un-
derstand how a sun umbrella holder case 1 of the type
described above allows fully achieving the objects men-
tioned above with reference to the prior art.

[0028] In fact, the sun umbrella holder case 1 de-
scribed above allows not only a sun umbrella 100 to be
transported but also to anchor it effectively and stably
during its use. The sun umbrella holder case 1 is thus a
multifunctional case. Note that the provision of one or
more side pockets 20, 30 with respect to the housing seat
50 allows filling such pockets 20, 30 with ballast materials
or objects without dirtying the housing seat 50. It is thus
possible to keep the sun umbrella 100 clean, and in the
anchoring configuration, the housing seat 50 can also be
used to contain or hide other objects or items, e.g., gar-
ments, table cloths, keys, wallets, etc.

[0029] Without prejudice to the principle of the present
invention, the embodiments and the construction details
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may be broadly varied with respect to the above descrip-
tion merely disclosed by way of non-limiting example,
without departing from the scope of protection as defined
in the appended claims.

Claims

1. A sun umbrella holder case (1) comprising a main
body (2,3) inside which a housing seat (5) is defined
adapted and configured to reversibly receive a sun
umbrella (100), wherein the main body (2,3) along a
longitudinal axis (Z-Z) of prevalent extension of the
main body (2,3) extends between a first end portion
(12) and a second end portion (13) opposite the first
end portion (12), wherein at least one of said first
and second end portion (12, 13) is an open end por-
tion crossable by the sun umbrella (100);
characterized in that:

- the main body (2, 3) comprises a first housing
portion (2) and a second housing portion (3) re-
movably coupled to each other;

- the main body (2,3) is adapted and configured
to selectively assume a transport operating con-
figuration in which the first housing portion (2)
and the second housing portion (3) are coupled
to each other and aligned, or substantially
aligned, along said longitudinal axis (Z-Z) for de-
fining the housing seat (5) and an anchoring op-
erating configuration in which the first housing
portion (2) and the second housing portion (3)
are uncoupled from each other and movable in-
dependently or substantiallyindependently from
each other in order to divide the housing seat
(5) into two parts;

- atleast one from between the first housing por-
tion (2) and the second housing portion (3) com-
prises at least one side pocket (20,30) which
with respect to the longitudinal axis (Z-Z) is ar-
ranged transversely with respect to the housing
seat (5) and wherein said side pocket (20,30) is
adapted and configured to receive and contain
atleast one ballast material or object for anchor-
ing the sun umbrella (100).

2. A sunumbrella holder case (1) according to claim 1,
wherein the first housing portion (2) and the second
housing portion (3) each comprise a respective side
pocket (20,30) .

3. A sun umbrella holder case (1) according to claim 1
or 2, wherein the first housing portion (2) and/or the
second housing portion (3) each comprise a pair of
side pockets which with respect to the housing seat
(5) are arranged opposed to each other.

4. Asunumbrella holder case (1) according to any one
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of the preceding claims, further comprising coupling
means (4) for reversibly fixing the first housing por-
tion (2) and the second housing portion (3) to each
other.

A sun umbrella holder case (1) according to claim 4,
wherein the coupling means (4) comprise tear-off
fixing means or a zip or an array of snap fasteners.

A sun umbrella holder case (1) according to any one
of the preceding claims, further comprising at least
one strap (5) having a first end portion (5a) fixed to
the first housing portion (2) and a second end portion
(5b) fixed to the second housing portion (3).

A sun umbrella holder case (1) according to any one
of the preceding claims, further comprising at least
one anchoring belt or rope (22,32) having a first end
portion fixed to the first housing portion (1) and/or to
the second housing portion (2).

A sun umbrella holder case (1) according to claim 7,
wherein said anchoring belt or rope bears at least
one anchoring element (23,33) for constraining said
anchoring belt or rope to the sun umbrella (100).

A sun umbrella holder case (1) according to claim 8,
wherein said anchoring element (23,33) is, or com-
prises, a hook, or a buckle or a spring clip.

A sun umbrella holder case (1) according to any one
of claims 7 to 9, wherein the case (1) comprises two
anchoring belts or ropes (22,32) one of which is fixed
to the first housing portion (2) and the other is fixed
to the second housing portion (3).

A group of parts comprising a sun umbrella holder
case (1) according to any one of the preceding claims
and a sun umbrella (100) removably insertable in the
housing seat (5) of the sun umbrella case (1).
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