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(54) FURNITURE LEAF

(567)  Afurniture leaf is described comprising a panel
having a side edge, and a strip integral with the edge and
adapted to form an abutment. To ease packing of the
strip and guaranteeing the integrity of the strip, the strip
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comprises, or consists of, two parts: a first part, which is
fixed at said edge and which extends parallel to the length
of said edge, and a second part which is attachable to
the first part to compose a strip of bigger size.
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Description

[0001] The invention generally refers to a furniture leaf
and a construction method for obtaining it.

[0002] A known furniture item 10 (fig. 1) comprises a
module formed of a compartment 20 which defines a
space open towards the outside. Two leaves 30, 32 are
hinged at the edges of the compartment 20 so as to rotate
in front of the compartment 20 to close it or leave it ac-
cessible from the outside.

[0003] On the vertical edge 34 of the leaf 30 facing the
leaf 32 there is mounted a known strip 40 adapted to
constitute a stop for the closed leaf 32. The strip 40 has
a lip 42 or portion protruding (fig. 2) towards the outside
of the leaf 30. The lip 42 ends up behind the edge of the
leaf 32 when the leaves 30, 32 are coplanar and serves
to block the entrance of dust into the compartment 20.
[0004] Unfortunately, when the leaf 30 is packaged
and/or during its transport, the lip 42 can receive bumps
and become damaged. Furthermore, the bulk of the lip
42 limits or prevents the processing of the leaf 30 in mod-
ern automatic machines.

[0005] The main object of the invention is to provide a
leafthat solves atleast one of the above-mentioned prob-
lems.

[0006] A first aspect of the invention concerns a furni-
ture leaf comprising:

- apanel having a side edge,

- astrip integral with the edge and adapted to form an
abutment for an adjacent leaf of the furniture,

wherein the strip comprises, or consists of, two parts:

a first part, which is stationary/fixed/fixable at the
edge and which extends parallel to the length of the
edge, and

a second part which is attachable to the first part to
compose a strip of bigger size.

[0007] In this way, during packaging or transport, the
strip can be disassembled by moving the two parts apart
to arrange them in a less bulky and obstructing configu-
ration. Therefore, the packaging of the strip is facilitated
and the integrity of the strip is guaranteed during transport
and assembly.

[0008] The first part may be a separate piece from the
second part or be connected/constrained to it.

[0009] Preferably, to have a simple and quick connec-
tion, the second part may be attachable to the first part
by mutual overlapping, or the second part may be super-
imposable on the first part.

[0010] In a preferred variant, the second part is con-
nected - and movable relatively - to the first part so as to
be able to move between two positions:

afirst position in which it is superimposed on the first part
and a second position in which it is arranged alongside
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and coplanar with the first part.

[0011] The first part and the second part may be mov-
ably coupled to each other in many ways. In a preferred
variant the first part and the second part are

connected via a living hinge, or

mutually hinged together by a pin forming a hinge, or
relatively translatable, the first part comprising a lin-
ear guide for a runner portion comprised in the sec-
ond part, or vice versa.

[0012] Ingeneral, the strip can function as an abutment
for the leaf against the edge of the furniture item on which
the leaf is mounted. In a preferred variant the first part
and/or the second part comprises a lip configured to pro-
trude from the edge towards the outside of the leaf (and
from one of said surfaces) when said parts are coupled
together, so as to limit the entry of dust into the furniture
item. The decomposable structure of the strip is even
more advantageous because it allows the lip to be re-
moved from its protruding position and placed in a more
sheltered and less bulky position.

[0013] In a preferred variant, the first part and/or the
second part are made of plastic or rubber.

[0014] In a preferred variant, the first part is fixed to
the panel by means of adhesive and/or nails and/or
screws.

[0015] In general, the panel may have a plan of any
shape, preferably rectangular in shape.

[0016] In a preferred variant the leaf is a fixed leaf of
the furniture item, stationary with respect to a compart-
ment which defines a space open towards the outside
and is delimited by: a bottom panel, a ceiling panel, two
vertical lateral walls spaced apart by the width of the com-
partment, and arear wall. The compartment forms a front
opening that can be covered by two leaves closable in
front of the compartment.

[0017] In a preferred variant the edge is a line formed
by the intersection of two orthogonal surfaces of the pan-
el, and the first part is fixed on one of the two surfaces
in proximity of the line and parallel to it.

[0018] Preferably the strip comprises means for tem-
porarily blocking the first part and the second part mutu-
ally to each other when they are connected or superim-
posed. In a preferred embodiment of the means, the first
partand the second part comprise mutually interlockable
portions, preferably snap-fit portions, to stabilize the two
parts when they are coupled together. As a particular
preferred embodiment for said mutually interlockable
portions, the first part comprises a seat, or a linear chan-
nel, in which a protruding element, or a linear convexity,
of the second part can be snugly fitted, or vice versa.
More specifically, the protruding element has a hooked
or hook-shaped free end and said seat comprises an
undercut with a cross-section complementary to said free
end, so that the free end can be inserted by shape fitting
into the undercut and is retained by the latter.

[0019] More preferably, the protruding element and/or
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said seat are elastically deformable to facilitate their mu-
tual snap-coupling.

[0020] In a preferred variant the first part and/or the
second part comprises a portion of Velcro for attaching
to the other said part.

[0021] Another aspect of the invention concerns a fur-
niture item comprising the aforementioned leaf.

[0022] Another aspect of the invention concerns an
abutment strip for a leaf, the strip sharing the variants
defined in this text.

[0023] Another aspect of the invention concerns a
method for applying, to a lateral (particularly, in use ver-
tical) edge of a panel of a leaf, a strip adapted to constitute
an abutment for said leaf, with the steps of:

- taking a strip comprising a first part and a second
part which is movable with respect to the first part,

- fixing the first part at the edge so that it extends par-
allel to the length of the edge,

- coupling the second part to the first part to attach the
two parts to each other.

[0024] In particular, the strip is adapted to also be an
abutment for the adjacent leaf of the furniture item.
[0025] In particular, the second part is preferably su-
perimposed on the first part to attach the two parts to
each other.

[0026] A preferred step envisages moving the second
part from a position in which it is arranged alongside and
coplanar with the first part to a position in which it is su-
perimposed and attached to the first part. A more pre-
ferred step envisages moving the second part between
said two positions by rotating it with respect to the first
part.

[0027] A preferred step envisages keeping the second
part permanently movably connected to the first part.
[0028] The following description concerns a preferred
embodiment of leaf, making reference to the attached
drawings in which:

* Fig. 1 shows a three-dimensional view of a furniture
item;

*  Fig. 2 shows a schematic view of part of the furniture
item in fig. 1;

* Fig. 3 shows a schematic view of a leaf according to
the invention;

¢ Fig. 4 shows an enlarged schematic view of fig. 3 for
a variant of leaf.

[0029] In the figures equal numbers indicate same or
similar parts, and the leaf is described as in use. To avoid
crowding the drawings, not all the same elements are
numbered.

[0030] A furniture item 10 (fig. 1) comprises a module
formed of a compartment 20 which defines a space open
towards the outside and is delimited by: a bottom 22, a
top 24, two vertical side walls 26 spaced apart by the
width of the compartment 20, and a rear wall 28. The
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compartment 20 forms a front opening that can be cov-
ered by two leaves 30, 32 closable in front of the com-
partment 20. However, a larger furniture item may also
be formed by placing various modules or compartments
20 side by side. An arrow W indicates a view direction
towards the front of the furniture item 10.

[0031] At least one of the leaves 30, 32 is hinged at
the edges of the compartment 20 (e.g. at the edges of
the walls 26) about a vertical axis X to rotate in front of
the compartment 20 to close it or to leave it accessible
from the outside. During their movement the leaves 30,
32 always remain vertical, and vary their relative position
and that with respect to the compartment 20. When the
leaves 30, 32 are adjacent to each other and coplanar
the compartment 20 is closed.

[0032] Theleaves 30, 32 have for example rectangular
plan, and preferably the leaf 30 is fixed.

[0033] The leaf 30 has a panel of a certain thickness,
which defines a vertical edge 34 as a line formed by the
intersection of two orthogonal surfaces 36, 38 belonging
to the panel.

[0034] Onthe edge 34 of the leaf 30 facing the leaf 32,
preferably on one of the two surfaces 36, 38 in proximity
of the line of the edge 34, a strip 50 is mounted. The strip
50 is e.g. adapted to constitute an abutment for the closed
leaf 32, and for this purpose the strip 50 has e.g. a lip 52
or portion (fig. 3 and 4) protruding towards the outside of
the leaf 30. The lip 52 ends up behind the edge of the
leaf 32 when the leaves 30, 32 are coplanar and blocks
the entry of dust into the compartment 20, in particular if
the leaf abuts against the lip 52.

[0035] The strip 50 extends parallel to the line of the
edge 34, and preferably for the entire extension of the
edge 34.

[0036] The strip 50, unlike the known strip 40, compris-
es, or consists of, two parts that are coupled together or
are couplable together: a first part 60 and a second part
80 which comprises the lip 52.

[0037] The first part 60 is fixedly applied at the edge
34 and extends parallel to the length of the edge 34.
Preferably, the first part 60 is fixed to the panel using
adhesive and/or nails and/or screws.

[0038] The second part 80 is movable relative to the
first part 60 so as to be able to move between two posi-
tions: a first position (see fig. 4) in which it is superim-
posed on the first part 60 and a second position (see fig.
3) in which is placed side by side and coplanar with the
first part 60.

[0039] The first part 60 and the second part 80 nay be
movably couplable in many ways. In the illustrated ex-
ample the first part 60 and the second part 80 are con-
nected via a living hinge 90, i.e. at their edges they are
connected by a thinand deformable portion 92. The hinge
allows the first part 60 to rotate about an axis parallel to
the edge 34 (see arrow F). Other solutions are also pos-
sible such as a pin hinge, and/or a guided relative trans-
lation between the first part 60 and the second part 80;
or the first part 60 and the second part 80 are separate



5 EP 4 361 392 A1 6

pieces but couplable to each other.

[0040] During packaging and/or transportation, the
second part 80 is e.g. arranged alongside the first part
60, to remain protected from impacts and simplify pack-
aging. Then, before assembling the leaf 30 on the furni-
ture item 10, the second part 80 is placed on the first part
60, recomposing the strip 50 which will have the same
performances as the strip 40.

[0041] Preferably the strip 50 comprises means for
temporarily blocking the first part 60 and the second part
80, e.g. when they are superimposed, with the advantage
of stabilizing the operation of the strip 50 and avoiding
other manual interventions.

[0042] A preferred variant of the means envisages that
the first part 60 and the second part 80 comprise mutually
snap-interlockable portions, to temporarily block the first
part 60 and the second part 80 when they are coupled
or superimposed.

[0043] More specifically, to make such portions, the
first part 60 comprises a linear channel 92 into which a
linear convexity 94 of the second part 80 can be fitted
snugly.

[0044] The linear channel 92 is replaceable e.g. with
a notch or a seat or a hole, and the linear convexity 94
is replaceable e.g. with a pin or a tooth. The positions of
the interlockable portions can be exchanged.

[0045] The blocking means may also be e.g. a strip of
Velcro.

[0046] Note that the lip 52 is not essential. The struc-
ture of the strip 50 retains advantages even when it, with-
out the lip 52, e.g. rests on an edge of the compartment
20 or on an upright in the center of the compartment 20.
The possibility of reducing the thickness of the strip 50
by relatively moving the parts 60, 80 facilitates the as-
sembly and transport of the strip 50, because it makes
the surface of the leaf 30 flatter and less irregular.
[0047] The strip 50 can also be applied to differentedg-
es of the leaf.

[0048] E.g. the first part 60 and/or the second part 80
are made of plastic or rubber.

Claims

1. Furniture leaf comprising:
+ a panel having a side edge,
« a strip integral with the edge and adapted to
form an abutment,

wherein the strip comprises, or consists of, two parts:

- afirstpart, whichis fixed at said edge and which
extends parallel to the length of said edge, and
- a second part which is attachable to the first

part to compose a strip of bigger size.

2. Leaf according to claim 1, wherein the first part is a
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10.

piece connected to the second part.

Leaf according to any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the second part is connected - and movable
relatively - to the first part so as to be able to move
between two positions:

afirst position in which it is superimposed on the
first part and

a second position in which it is arranged along-
side and coplanar to the first part.

Leaf according to any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the first part and the second part are con-
nected via a living hinge.

Leaf according to any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the second part comprises a lip configured
to protrude from said edge towards the outside of
the leaf when said parts are coupled.

Leaf according to any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the first part is fixed to the panel by means
of adhesive and/or nails and/or screws.

Leaf according to any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the strip comprises means for temporarily
locking the mutual attachment condition between the
first part and the second part.

Leaf according to claim 7, wherein said means com-
prise mutually interlockable portions provided in the
first part and in the second part.

Leaf according to claim 8, wherein the mutually in-
terlocking portions are elastically deformable to ob-
tain a mutual snap-coupling.

Method for applying, to a lateral edge of a panel of
a leaf, a strip adapted to form an abutment for said
door, with the steps of

* providing a strip comprising a first part and a
second part movable with respect to the first
part,

«fixing the first partat said edge so thatitextends
parallel to the length of said edge, and

« coupling the second part to the first part to at-
tach such two parts to each other.
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