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(54) NETWORK SLICE SELECTION METHOD, RADIO ACCESS DEVICE, AND TERMINAL

(57) Embodiments of the present invention relate to
a network slice selection method, a radio access device,
and a terminal. The method may include: obtaining, by
a radio access device RAN, network slice information;
then sending, by the RAN, a first message to a terminal,
where the first message includes the network slice infor-
mation; receiving, by the RAN, a first access request
message that is sent by the terminal after the terminal
selects, based on the network slice information, first at-

tribute information of a first network slice to be accessed
by the terminal; and determining, by the RAN based on
the first attribute information of the first network slice, a
second network slice to be accessed by the terminal. The
method enables an operator to flexibly configure a net-
work slice, and reduces a communication latency and
signaling overheads in a process in which a terminal se-
lects a network slice.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] Embodiments of the present invention relate to
the field of communications technologies, and in partic-
ular, to a network slice selection method, a radio access
device, and a terminal.

BACKGROUND

[0002] A fast developing mobile communications sys-
tem needs to satisfy service requirements of a plurality
of scenarios, for example, a mobile broadband service
(such as high-definition video), massive machine device
communication, and highly-reliable mobile device com-
munication (such as vehicle communication). To satisfy
service requirements of different scenarios, a network
may be divided into a plurality of network slices (network
slicing). Each slice is formed by deploying a plurality of
logical networks as independent service operations,
where these logical networks share a physical structure.
Unlike slices in the case of deploying an independent
network structure, each slice herein should be imple-
mented as a logical network, and the shared structure
that is used includes shared processing, storage, and
transmission, a shared radio spectrum, and a shared
hardware platform. According to the network slice meth-
od, structure and part utilization becomes higher. In ad-
dition, because the physical structure is shared, costs
are reduced, and a slice can be flexibly and independ-
ently configured and managed, without affecting stability
and security of other slices. However, if a network does
not include a network slice identifier pre-allocated to a
terminal, or does not include a network slice identifier
pre-configured for a terminal, a network slice selection
method is required for the terminal to successfully access
a network slice.
[0003] In the prior art, as shown in FIG 1, a terminal
sends an access request message to a core network
(core network, CN) by using a common radio access de-
vice (radio access network, RAN) slice, where the re-
quest message carries description information of service
performance desired by the terminal. After receiving the
message, the CN verifies whether the terminal is author-
ized to access the network slice. If the terminal is author-
ized to access the network slice, the CN selects an ap-
propriate network slice identifier for the terminal based
on a terminal type or a service performance description
and network slice related information that are provided
by the terminal. The terminal sends, to a desired RAN
slice, a request message that carries the network slice
identifier. A RAN selects a CN entity for the terminal, and
then the RAN sends an access request to the CN entity.
A network slice on a CN part sends a response message
to the terminal by using the RAN, so that the terminal is
connected to the CN, and a user plane connection is
established.

[0004] However, by using the foregoing method, the
terminal first accesses a CN common slice and a RAN
common slice, and then is directed to a most appropriate
network slice. This process increases a communication
latency and signaling overheads.

SUMMARY

[0005] A network slice selection method, a radio ac-
cess device, and a terminal provided in embodiments of
the present invention enable an operator to flexibly con-
figure a network slice, and reduce a communication la-
tency and signaling overheads in a process in which a
terminal selects a network slice.
[0006] According to a first aspect, a network slice se-
lection method is provided. The method includes: obtain-
ing, by a radio access device RAN, network slice infor-
mation (such as first identifier information of a network
slice, key service attribute information of the network
slice, information about a service supported by the net-
work slice, authorization information of the network slice,
core network load information of the network slice, and
coverage information of the network slice); sending, by
the RAN, a first message to a terminal, where the first
message includes the network slice information; receiv-
ing, by the RAN, a first access request message that is
sent by the terminal after the terminal selects, based on
the network slice information, second attribute informa-
tion (such as first identifier information ID of a network
slice, and second identifier information and dedicated ac-
cess resource information of the network slice) of a first
network slice to be accessed by the terminal; and deter-
mining, by the RAN based on the second attribute infor-
mation of the first network slice, a second network slice
to be accessed by the terminal. An operator is enabled
to flexibly configure a network slice, and further, a com-
munication latency and signaling overheads in a process
in which a terminal selects a network slice.
[0007] In an optional implementation, the obtaining, by
a radio access device RAN, network slice information
specifically includes: obtaining, by the RAN, the network
slice information from a core network CN or operation,
administration and maintenance OAM, so that the oper-
ator is enabled to flexibly configure a network slice, and
network slice information is obtained extensively.
[0008] In an optional implementation, the network slice
information includes second attribute information of at
least one network slice. Before the sending, by the RAN,
a first message to a terminal, the method further includes:
determining, by the RAN, dedicated access resource in-
formation of each network slice based on the second
attribute information of the at least one network slice. The
sending, by the RAN, a first message to a terminal spe-
cifically includes: sending, by the RAN, the first message
to the terminal, where the first message includes the sec-
ond attribute information of the at least one network slice
and the dedicated access resource information of each
network slice. The receiving, by the RAN, a first access
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request message that is sent by the terminal after the
terminal selects, based on the network slice information,
first attribute information of a first network slice to be ac-
cessed by the terminal specifically includes: receiving,
by the RAN, the first access request message that is sent
by the terminal after the terminal selects, based on the
second attribute information of the at least one network
slice and the dedicated access resource information of
each network slice, the first attribute information of the
first network slice to be accessed by the terminal. Be-
cause each network slice has corresponding dedicated
access resource information, the terminal sends the first
access request message to the RAN on a dedicated re-
source based on dedicated access resource information
of the first network slice, so that the RAN quickly detects
a network slice corresponding to a service function re-
quested by the terminal, where the first access request
message may include indication information (such as a
preamble). According to the method, first attribute infor-
mation of the at least one network slice of the core net-
work may be prevented from being exposed on a radio
interface, thereby improving security.
[0009] In an optional implementation, the network slice
information includes first identifier information of at least
one network slice. The sending, by the RAN, a first mes-
sage to a terminal specifically includes: sending, by the
RAN, the first message to the terminal, where the first
message includes the first identifier information of the at
least one network slice. The receiving, by the RAN, a first
access request message that is sent by the terminal after
the terminal selects, based on the network slice informa-
tion, a first network slice to be accessed by the terminal
specifically includes: receiving, by the RAN, the first ac-
cess request message that is sent by the terminal after
the terminal selects the first attribute information of the
first network slice based on the first identifier information
of the at least one network slice, where the first access
request message includes first identifier information of
the first network slice. By using the method, different net-
work slices are directly distinguished by using the first
identifier information of the at least one network slice,
and the RAN notifies, by using an initial access response,
the terminal of the first attribute information of the at least
one network slice, so that the first attribute information
of the at least one network slice of the core network may
be prevented from being exposed on a radio interface,
and security is improved.
[0010] In an optional implementation, before the send-
ing, by the RAN, a first message to a terminal, the method
further includes:
receiving, by the RAN, a third message sent by the ter-
minal, where the third message includes indication infor-
mation indicating that the terminal is to access the RAN;
and sending, by the RAN, the first message to the termi-
nal based on the indication information.
[0011] In an optional implementation, the network slice
information includes second attribute information of at
least one network slice. Before the sending, by the RAN,

a first message to a terminal, the method further includes:
determining, by the RAN, dedicated access resource in-
formation of the at least one network slice and common
access resource information of the at least one network
slice based on the second attribute information of the at
least one network slice; performing, by the RAN, pream-
ble allocation on the network slice based on the common
access resource information of the network slice, to ob-
tain information about a network slice group that is ob-
tained through grouping, common access resource in-
formation of the network slice group, and a preamble
corresponding to the common access resource informa-
tion of the network slice group; then sending, by the RAN,
a fourth message to the terminal, where the fourth mes-
sage includes the common access resource information
of the network slice group, the information about the net-
work slice group, and the preamble corresponding to the
common access resource information of the network
slice group; receiving, by the RAN, a fifth message sent
by the terminal, where the fifth message includes a pre-
amble of a network slice group that is to be accessed by
the terminal and that is selected by the terminal based
on the common access resource information of the net-
work slice group, the information about the network slice
group, and the preamble corresponding to the common
access resource information of the network slice group;
and then, determining, by the RAN based on the pream-
ble of the network slice group, the network slice group
selected by the terminal. The sending, by the RAN, a first
message to a terminal specifically includes: sending, by
the RAN, the first message to the terminal based on the
network slice group, where the first message includes
dedicated access resource information of each network
slice in the network slice group and second attribute in-
formation of each network slice in the network slice group.
The receiving, by the RAN, a first access request mes-
sage that is sent by the terminal after the terminal selects,
based on the network slice information, first attribute in-
formation of a first network slice to be accessed by the
terminal specifically includes: receiving, by the RAN, the
first access request message that is sent by the terminal
after the terminal selects, based on the second attribute
information of the at least one network slice and the ded-
icated access resource information of each network slice,
the first attribute information of the first network slice to
be accessed by the terminal and dedicated access re-
source information of the first network slice. Because
each network slice has corresponding dedicated access
resource information, the terminal sends the first access
request message to the RAN on a dedicated resource
based on the dedicated access resource information of
the first network slice, so that the RAN quickly detects a
network slice corresponding to a service function re-
quested by the terminal, where the first access request
message may include indication information (such as a
preamble).
[0012] In an optional implementation, the network slice
information includes second attribute information of at
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least one network slice. Before the sending, by the RAN,
a first message to a terminal, the method further includes:
determining, by the RAN, second identifier information
of each network slice based on the second attribute in-
formation of the at least one network slice. The sending,
by the RAN, a first message to a terminal specifically
includes: sending, by the RAN, the first message to the
terminal, where the first message includes the second
identifier information of each network slice. The receiv-
ing, by the RAN, a first access request message that is
sent by the terminal after the terminal selects, based on
the network slice information, first attribute information
of a first network slice to be accessed by the terminal
specifically includes: receiving, by the RAN, the first ac-
cess request message that is sent by the terminal after
the terminal selects second identifier information of the
first network slice based on the second identifier infor-
mation of the at least one network slice and the second
attribute information of the at least one network slice,
where the first access request message includes the sec-
ond identifier information of the first network slice. By
using the method, different network slices are distin-
guished by using the second identifier information of the
at least one network slice, and the RAN notifies, by using
an initial access response, the terminal of the first at-
tribute information of the at least one network slice and
the second identifier information of the at least one net-
work slice, so that the terminal selects a to-be-accessed
network slice.
[0013] In an optional implementation, the determining,
by the RAN based on the first attribute information of the
first network slice, a second network slice to be accessed
by the terminal specifically includes: when radio resource
information of a network slice supported by the RAN does
not satisfy a service function supported by the first at-
tribute information of the first network slice, sending, by
the RAN, an access request rejection message to the
terminal; or selecting, by the RAN for the terminal, a sec-
ond network slice with a service function the same as
that supported by the first attribute information of the first
network slice, where the first network slice is different
from the second network slice; or when radio resource
information of a network slice supported by the RAN sat-
isfies a service function supported by the first attribute
information of the first network slice, determining, by the
RAN, the second network slice to be accessed by the
terminal, where the first network slice is the same as the
second network slice.
[0014] In an optional implementation, the first access
request message further includes attribute information
of the terminal. The determining, by the RAN based on
the attribute information of the first network slice, a sec-
ond network slice to be accessed by the terminal specif-
ically includes: when the attribute information of the ter-
minal does not satisfy a service function supported by
the first attribute information of the first network slice,
sending, by the RAN, an access request rejection mes-
sage to the terminal; or selecting, by the RAN for the

terminal, a second network slice with a service function
the same as that supported by the first attribute informa-
tion of the first network slice, where the first network slice
is different from the second network slice; or when the
attribute information of the terminal satisfies a service
function supported by the attribute information of the first
network slice, determining, by the RAN, the second net-
work slice to be accessed by the terminal, where the first
network slice is the same as the second network slice.
[0015] In an optional implementation, the method fur-
ther includes: sending, by the RAN, a second access
request message to a CN, where the second access re-
quest message includes first attribute information of the
second network slice that is to be accessed by the ter-
minal and that is determined by the RAN; receiving, by
the RAN, a second access response message that is
sent by the CN based on second attribute information of
the second network slice that is to be accessed by the
terminal and that is determined by the RAN; and sending,
by the RAN, a first access response message to the ter-
minal, where the first access response message includes
the first attribute information of the second network slice
that is to be accessed by the terminal and that is selected
by the CN, so that the terminal accesses the second net-
work slice.
[0016] According to a second aspect, a network slice
selection method is provided. The method includes: re-
ceiving, by a terminal, a first message sent by a RAN,
where the first message includes network slice informa-
tion obtained by the RAN; selecting, by the terminal, first
attribute information of a to-be-accessed first network
slice based on the network slice information; and send-
ing, by the terminal, a first access request message to
the RAN based on the first attribute information of the
first network slice, so that the RAN determines a second
network slice to be accessed by the terminal, where the
first network slice is the same as or different from the
second network slice. An operator is enabled to flexibly
configure a network slice, and further, a communication
latency and signaling overheads in a process in which a
terminal selects a network slice.
[0017] In an optional implementation, the network slice
information includes second attribute information of at
least one network slice. The receiving, by a terminal, a
first message sent by a RAN specifically includes: receiv-
ing, by the terminal, the first message sent by the RAN,
where the first message includes the second attribute
information of the at least one network slice and dedicat-
ed access resource information of each network slice
that is determined by the RAN based on the second at-
tribute information of the at least one network slice. The
selecting, by the terminal, first attribute information of a
to-be-accessed first network slice based on the network
slice information specifically includes: selecting, by the
terminal, dedicated access resource information of the
to-be-accessed first network slice based on the second
attribute information of the at least one network slice and
the dedicated access resource information of each net-
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work slice. The sending, by the terminal, a first access
request message to the RAN based on the first attribute
information of the first network slice specifically includes:
sending, by the terminal, the first access request mes-
sage to the RAN on a dedicated access resource of the
first network slice based on the dedicated access re-
source information of the first network slice. Because
each network slice has corresponding dedicated access
resource information, the terminal sends the first access
request message to the RAN on the dedicated resource
based on the dedicated access resource information of
the first network slice, so that the RAN quickly detects a
network slice corresponding to a service function re-
quested by the terminal, where the first access request
message may include indication information (such as a
preamble). According to the method, first attribute infor-
mation of the at least one network slice of a core network
may be prevented from being exposed on a radio inter-
face, thereby improving security.
[0018] In an optional implementation, the network slice
information includes first identifier information of at least
one network slice. The receiving, by a terminal, a first
message sent by a RAN specifically includes: receiving,
by the terminal, the first message sent by the RAN, where
the first message includes the first identifier information
of the at least one network slice. The selecting, by the
terminal, first attribute information of a to-be-accessed
first network slice based on the network slice information
specifically includes: selecting, by the terminal, first iden-
tifier information of the to-be-accessed first network slice
based on the first identifier information of the at least one
network slice. The sending, by the terminal, a first access
request message to the RAN based on the first attribute
information of the first network slice specifically includes:
sending, by the terminal, the first access request mes-
sage to the RAN based on the first identifier information
of the first network slice, where the first access request
message includes the first identifier information of the
first network slice.
[0019] In an optional implementation, before the re-
ceiving, by a terminal, a first message sent by a RAN,
the method further includes: sending, by the terminal, a
second message to the RAN, where the second message
includes indication information indicating that the termi-
nal is to access the RAN; and receiving, by the terminal,
the first message that is sent by the RAN based on the
indication information.
[0020] In an optional implementation, the network slice
information includes second attribute information of at
least one network slice. Before the receiving, by a termi-
nal, a first message sent by a RAN, the method further
includes: receiving, by the terminal, a third message sent
by the RAN, where the third message includes common
access resource information of the at least one network
slice and dedicated access resource information of the
at least one network slice that are determined by the RAN
based on the second attribute information of the at least
one network slice, and information about a network slice

group that is obtained through grouping, common access
resource information of the network slice group, and a
preamble corresponding to the common access resource
information of the network slice group that are obtained
by the RAN by performing preamble allocation on the
network slice based on the common access resource
information of the network slice; selecting, by the termi-
nal, a to-be-accessed network slice group based on the
information about the network slice group, the common
access resource information of the network slice group,
and the preamble corresponding to the common access
resource information of the network slice group; and
sending, by the terminal, a fourth message to the RAN,
where the fourth message includes a preamble of the to-
be-accessed network slice group. The receiving, by a
terminal, a first message sent by a RAN specifically in-
cludes: receiving, by the terminal, the first message that
is sent by the RAN after the RAN determines the network
slice group based on the preamble of the network slice
group, where the first message includes dedicated ac-
cess resource information of each network slice in the
network slice group and attribute information of each net-
work slice in the network slice group. The selecting, by
the terminal, first attribute information of a to-be-ac-
cessed first network slice based on the network slice in-
formation specifically includes: selecting, by the terminal,
dedicated access resource information of the to-be-ac-
cessed first network slice based on the dedicated access
resource information of each network slice in the network
slice group and the attribute information of each network
slice in the network slice group. The sending, by the ter-
minal, a first access request message to the RAN based
on the first attribute information of the first network slice
specifically includes: sending, by the terminal, the first
access request message to the RAN on a dedicated ac-
cess resource of the first network slice based on the ded-
icated access resource information of the first network
slice. Because each network slice has corresponding
dedicated access resource information, the terminal
sends the first access request message to the RAN on
the dedicated resource based on the dedicated access
resource information of the first network slice, so that the
RAN quickly detects a network slice corresponding to a
service function requested by the terminal, where the first
access request message may include indication informa-
tion (such as a preamble).
[0021] In an optional implementation, the network slice
information includes second attribute information of at
least one network slice. The receiving, by a terminal, a
first message sent by a RAN specifically includes: receiv-
ing, by the terminal, the first message sent by the RAN,
where the first message includes second identifier infor-
mation of the at least one network slice that is determined
by the RAN based on the second attribute information of
the at least one network slice. The selecting, by the ter-
minal, first attribute information of a to-be-accessed first
network slice based on the network slice information spe-
cifically includes: selecting, by the terminal, second iden-
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tifier information of the to-be-accessed first network slice
based on the second identifier information of the at least
one network slice. The sending, by the terminal, a first
access request message to the RAN based on the first
attribute information of the first network slice specifically
includes: sending, by the terminal, the first access re-
quest message to the RAN based on the second identifier
information of the first network slice, where the first ac-
cess request message includes the second identifier in-
formation of the first network slice. By using the method,
different network slices are distinguished by using the
second identifier information of the at least one network
slice, and the RAN notifies, by using an initial access
response, the terminal of the first attribute information of
the at least one network slice and the second identifier
information of the at least one network slice, so that the
terminal selects a to-be-accessed network slice.
[0022] In an optional implementation, the network slice
information includes second attribute information of at
least one network slice. The selecting, by the terminal,
first attribute information of a to-be-accessed first net-
work slice based on the network slice information is spe-
cifically: selecting, by the terminal, the first attribute in-
formation of the to-be-accessed first network slice from
the second attribute information of the at least one net-
work slice based on attribute information of the terminal.
[0023] In an optional implementation, the method fur-
ther includes: receiving, by the terminal, a first access
response message that is sent by the RAN based on first
attribute information of the second network slice, where
the first access response message includes the first at-
tribute information of the second network slice that is to
be accessed by the terminal and that is selected by a
core network CN, so that the terminal accesses the sec-
ond network slice.
[0024] According to a third aspect, a radio access de-
vice is provided. The radio access device may include:
a processor, configured to obtain network slice informa-
tion; a transmitter, configured to send a first message to
a terminal, where the first message includes the network
slice information; and a receiver, configured to receive a
first access request message that is sent by the terminal
after the terminal selects, based on the network slice in-
formation, first attribute information of a first network slice
to be accessed by the terminal, where the processor is
configured to determine, based on the first attribute in-
formation of the first network slice, a second network slice
to be accessed by the terminal.
[0025] In an optional implementation, the processor is
specifically configured to obtain the network slice infor-
mation from a core network CN or operation, administra-
tion and maintenance OAM.
[0026] In an optional implementation, the network slice
information includes second attribute information of at
least one network slice. Before the transmitter sends the
first message to the terminal, the processor is further
configured to determine dedicated access resource in-
formation of each network slice based on the second

attribute information of the at least one network slice. The
transmitter is specifically configured to send, for the RAN,
the first message to the terminal, where the first message
includes the second attribute information of the at least
one network slice and the dedicated access resource
information of each network slice. The receiver is specif-
ically configured to receive the first access request mes-
sage that is sent by the terminal after the terminal selects,
based on the second attribute information of the at least
one network slice and the dedicated access resource
information of each network slice, the first attribute infor-
mation of the first network slice to be accessed by the
terminal.
[0027] In an optional implementation, the network slice
information includes first identifier information of at least
one network slice. The transmitter is specifically config-
ured to send the first message to the terminal, where the
first message includes the first identifier information of
the at least one network slice. The receiver is specifically
configured to receive the first access request message
that is sent by the terminal after the terminal selects the
first attribute information of the first network slice based
on the first identifier information of the at least one net-
work slice, where the first access request message in-
cludes first identifier information of the first network slice.
[0028] In an optional implementation, before the trans-
mitter sends the first message to the terminal, the receiv-
er is further configured to receive a third message sent
by the terminal, where the third message includes indi-
cation information indicating that the terminal is to access
the RAN; and the transmitter sends the first message to
the terminal based on the indication information.
[0029] In an optional implementation, the network slice
information includes second attribute information of at
least one network slice. Before the transmitter sends the
first message to the terminal, the processor is further
configured to determine dedicated access resource in-
formation of the at least one network slice and common
access resource information of the at least one network
slice based on the second attribute information of the at
least one network slice; the processor is further config-
ured to perform preamble allocation on the network slice
based on the common access resource information of
the network slice, to obtain information about a network
slice group that is obtained through grouping, common
access resource information of the network slice group,
and a preamble corresponding to the common access
resource information of the network slice group; the
transmitter is further configured to send a fourth message
to the terminal, where the fourth message includes the
common access resource information of the network
slice group, the information about the network slice
group, and the preamble corresponding to the common
access resource information of the network slice group;
the receiver is further configured to receive a fifth mes-
sage sent by the terminal, where the fifth message in-
cludes a preamble of a network slice group that is to be
accessed by the terminal and that is selected by the ter-
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minal based on the common access resource information
of the network slice group, the information about the net-
work slice group, and the preamble corresponding to the
common access resource information of the network
slice group; and the processor is further configured to
determine, based on the preamble of the network slice
group, the network slice group selected by the terminal.
The transmitter is specifically configured to send the first
message to the terminal based on the network slice
group, where the first message includes dedicated ac-
cess resource information of each network slice in the
network slice group and second attribute information of
each network slice in the network slice group. The re-
ceiver is specifically configured to receive the first access
request message that is sent by the terminal after the
terminal selects, based on the second attribute informa-
tion of the at least one network slice and the dedicated
access resource information of each network slice, the
first attribute information of the first network slice to be
accessed by the terminal and dedicated access resource
information of the first network slice.
[0030] In an optional implementation, the network slice
information includes second attribute information of at
least one network slice. Before the transmitter sends the
first message to the terminal, the processor is further
configured to determine second identifier information of
each network slice based on the second attribute infor-
mation of the at least one network slice. The transmitter
is specifically configured to send the first message to the
terminal, where the first message includes the second
identifier information of each network slice. The receiver
is specifically configured to receive the first access re-
quest message that is sent by the terminal after the ter-
minal selects second identifier information of the first net-
work slice based on the second identifier information of
the at least one network slice and the second attribute
information of the at least one network slice, where the
first access request message includes the second iden-
tifier information of the first network slice.
[0031] In an optional implementation, the processor is
specifically configured to: when radio resource informa-
tion of a network slice supported by the RAN does not
satisfy a service function supported by the first attribute
information of the first network slice, the processor in-
structs the transmitter to send an access request rejec-
tion message to the terminal; or the processor selects,
for the terminal, a second network slice with a service
function the same as that supported by the first attribute
information of the first network slice, where the first net-
work slice is different from the second network slice; or
when radio resource information of a network slice sup-
ported by the RAN satisfies a service function supported
by the first attribute information of the first network slice,
the processor determines the second network slice to be
accessed by the terminal, where the first network slice
is the same as the second network slice.
[0032] In an optional implementation, the first access
request message further includes attribute information

of the terminal. The processor is specifically configured
to: when the attribute information of the terminal does
not satisfy a service function supported by the first at-
tribute information of the first network slice, the processor
instructs the transmitter to send an access request re-
jection message to the terminal; or the processor selects,
for the terminal, a second network slice with a service
function the same as that supported by the first attribute
information of the first network slice, where the first net-
work slice is different from the second network slice; or
when the attribute information of the terminal satisfies a
service function supported by the attribute information of
the first network slice, the processor determines the sec-
ond network slice to be accessed by the terminal, where
the first network slice is the same as the second network
slice.
[0033] In an optional implementation, the transmitter
is further configured to send a second access request
message to a CN, where the second access request mes-
sage includes first attribute information of the second net-
work slice that is to be accessed by the terminal and that
is determined by the processor; the receiver is further
configured to receive a second access response mes-
sage that is sent by the CN based on second attribute
information of the second network slice that is to be ac-
cessed by the terminal and that is determined by the proc-
essor; and the transmitter is further configured to send a
first access response message to the terminal, where
the first access response message includes the first at-
tribute information of the second network slice that is to
be accessed by the terminal and that is selected by the
CN, so that the terminal accesses the second network
slice.
[0034] According to a fourth aspect, a computer stor-
age medium is provided. The computer storage medium
is configured to store a computer software instruction
used by the foregoing terminal. The computer software
instruction includes a program designed for executing
the foregoing aspects.
[0035] According to a fifth aspect, a terminal is provid-
ed. The terminal may include: a receiver, configured to
receive a first message sent by a RAN, where the first
message includes network slice information obtained by
the RAN; a processor, configured to select first attribute
information of a to-be-accessed first network slice based
on the network slice information received by the receiver;
and a transmitter, configured to send a first access re-
quest message to the RAN based on the first attribute
information of the first network slice selected by the proc-
essor, so that the RAN determines a second network
slice to be accessed by the terminal.
[0036] In an optional implementation, the network slice
information includes second attribute information of at
least one network slice. The receiver is specifically con-
figured to receive the first message sent by the RAN,
where the first message includes the second attribute
information of the at least one network slice and dedicat-
ed access resource information of each network slice
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that is determined by the RAN based on the second at-
tribute information of the at least one network slice. The
processor is specifically configured to select dedicated
access resource information of the to-be-accessed first
network slice based on the second attribute information
of the at least one network slice and the dedicated access
resource information of each network slice. The trans-
mitter is specifically configured to send the first access
request message to the RAN on a dedicated access re-
source of the first network slice based on the dedicated
access resource information of the first network slice.
[0037] In an optional implementation, the network slice
information includes first identifier information of at least
one network slice. The receiver is specifically configured
to receive the first message sent by the RAN, where the
first message includes the first identifier information of
the at least one network slice. The processor is specifi-
cally configured to select first identifier information of the
to-be-accessed first network slice based on the first iden-
tifier information of the at least one network slice. The
transmitter is specifically configured to send the first ac-
cess request message to the RAN based on the first iden-
tifier information of the first network slice, where the first
access request message includes the first identifier in-
formation of the first network slice.
[0038] In an optional implementation, before the re-
ceiver receives the first message sent by the RAN, the
transmitter is further configured to send a second mes-
sage to the RAN, where the second message includes
indication information indicating that the terminal is to
access the RAN; and the receiver is further configured
to receive the first message that is sent by the RAN based
on the indication information.
[0039] In an optional implementation, the network slice
information includes second attribute information of at
least one network slice. Before the receiver receives the
first message sent by the RAN, the receiver is further
configured to receive a third message sent by the RAN,
where the third message includes common access re-
source information of the at least one network slice and
dedicated access resource information of the at least one
network slice that are determined by the RAN based on
the second attribute information of the at least one net-
work slice, and information about a network slice group
that is obtained through grouping, common access re-
source information of the network slice group, and a pre-
amble corresponding to the common access resource
information of the network slice group that are obtained
by the RAN by performing preamble allocation on the
network slice based on the common access resource
information of the network slice; the processor is further
configured to select a to-be-accessed network slice
group based on the information about the network slice
group, the common access resource information of the
network slice group, and the preamble corresponding to
the common access resource information of the network
slice group; and the transmitter is further configured to
send a fourth message to the RAN, where the fourth mes-

sage includes a preamble of the to-be-accessed network
slice group. The receiver is specifically configured to re-
ceive the first message that is sent by the RAN after the
RAN determines the network slice group based on the
preamble of the network slice group, where the first mes-
sage includes dedicated access resource information of
each network slice in the network slice group and attribute
information of each network slice in the network slice
group. The processor is specifically configured to select
dedicated access resource information of the to-be-ac-
cessed first network slice based on the dedicated access
resource information of each network slice in the network
slice group and the attribute information of each network
slice in the network slice group. The transmitter is spe-
cifically configured to send the first access request mes-
sage to the RAN on a dedicated access resource of the
first network slice based on the dedicated access re-
source information of the first network slice.
[0040] In an optional implementation, the network slice
information includes second attribute information of at
least one network slice. The receiver is specifically con-
figured to receive the first message sent by the RAN,
where the first message includes second identifier infor-
mation of the at least one network slice that is determined
by the RAN based on the second attribute information of
the at least one network slice. The processor is specifi-
cally configured to select second identifier information of
the to-be-accessed first network slice based on the sec-
ond identifier information of the at least one network slice.
The transmitter is specifically configured to send the first
access request message to the RAN based on the sec-
ond identifier information of the first network slice, where
the first access request message includes the second
identifier information of the first network slice.
[0041] In an optional implementation, the network slice
information includes second attribute information of at
least one network slice. The processor is specifically con-
figured to select the first attribute information of the to-
be-accessed first network slice from the second attribute
information of the at least one network slice based on
attribute information of the terminal.
[0042] In an optional implementation, the receiver is
further configured to receive a first access response mes-
sage that is sent by the RAN based on first attribute in-
formation of the second network slice, where the first
access response message includes the first attribute in-
formation of the second network slice that is to be ac-
cessed by the terminal and that is selected by a core
network CN, so that the terminal accesses the second
network slice.
[0043] According to still another aspect, a computer
storage medium is provided. The computer storage me-
dium is configured to store a computer software instruc-
tion used by the foregoing terminal. The computer soft-
ware instruction includes a program designed for exe-
cuting the foregoing aspects.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0044]

FIG. 1 is a schematic structural diagram of a network
slice selection system according to an embodiment
of the present invention;
FIG. 2A is a schematic structural diagram of a model
of a RAN;
FIG. 2B is a schematic structural diagram of another
model of a RAN;
FIG. 2C is a schematic structural diagram of still an-
other model of a RAN;
FIG. 3 is a signaling interaction diagram of a network
slice selection method according to an embodiment
of the present invention;
FIG. 4A is a signaling interaction diagram of obtain-
ing, by a RAN, network slice information according
to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 4B is another signaling interaction diagram of
obtaining, by a RAN, network slice information ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 5 is a signaling interaction diagram of another
network slice selection method shown in FIG 3;
FIG. 6 is a signaling interaction diagram of still an-
other network slice selection method shown in FIG.
3;
FIG. 7 is a signaling interaction diagram of still an-
other network slice selection method shown in FIG.
3;
FIG. 8 is a signaling interaction diagram of still an-
other network slice selection method shown in FIG.
3;
FIG. 9 is a signaling interaction diagram of still an-
other network slice selection method shown in FIG.
3;
FIG. 10 is a signaling interaction diagram of still an-
other network slice selection method shown in FIG 3;
FIG. 11 is a schematic structural diagram of a radio
access device according to an embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 12 is a schematic structural diagram of a termi-
nal according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention;
FIG. 13 is a schematic structural diagram of another
radio access device according to an embodiment of
the present invention; and
FIG. 14 is a schematic structural diagram of another
terminal according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0045] The following further describes the technical so-
lutions of the present invention in detail with reference to
accompanying drawings and embodiments.
[0046] A network slice selection method provided in
the present invention may be applicable to a Long Term

Evolution (Long Term Evolution, LTE) system, or other
radio communications systems using various radio ac-
cess technologies, for example, a system using an ac-
cess technology such as Code Division Multiple Access,
Frequency Division Multiple Access, Time Division Mul-
tiple Access, orthogonal frequency division multiple ac-
cess, or single carrier frequency division multiple access,
and may also be applicable to a system subsequently
evolved from the LTE system, such as a 5th generation
5G system. In addition, the network slice selection meth-
od may also be applicable to a WLAN system.
[0047] A system framework shown in FIG 1 may in-
clude a terminal, a radio access device (Radio Access
Network, RAN), and a core network. The RAN is config-
ured to provide various types of terminals with mobility
management, link management, and handover manage-
ment. The terminal is connected to the core network by
using the RAN. The core network is configured to control
a process in which the terminal establishes a communi-
cations service.
[0048] Optionally, the system framework may further
include an operation, administration and maintenance
(Operation Administration and Maintenance, OAM) de-
vice, and an operator may perform information configu-
ration on the RAN and/or the core network by using the
OAM device depending on a design requirement.
[0049] The terminal may be referred to as user equip-
ment (User Equipment, UE), a mobile station (Mobile Sta-
tion, MS), a mobile terminal (mobile terminal), a compu-
ter, a microcomputer, or the like, or may be a 5G terminal.
For example, the terminal may be a mobile phone (or
referred to as a "cellular" phone), a mobile computer, a
computer with a mobile terminal, or a smartwatch. For
example, the terminal may alternatively be a portable,
pocket-sized, handheld, computer built-in, or in-vehicle
mobile apparatus, which exchanges voice and/or data
with the radio access device. The present invention sets
no limitation thereto. For example, the terminal further
includes a wired access terminal that has a multi-carrier
feature.
[0050] The core network includes but is not limited to
a core network (Core Network, CN) in the LTE system,
a 5G core network, and a next-generation core network.
The core network may include a plurality of network slic-
es. Each slice serves a particular service. The network
slices include, for example, an emergency machine type
communication (Machine Type Communication, MTC)
slice, a massive machine type communication (Machine
Type Communication, MTC) slice, and a mobile broad-
band (Mobile Broad Band, MBB) slice. The emergency
MTC slice may serve a service (such as a pilotless au-
tomobile service) with a low latency and a small data
amount. The massive MTC slice serves a large quantity
of latency-tolerant services (such as sensor or wearable
device services) that have a small data amount and that
are not subject to frequent access. The MBB slice is used
for a service (such as a high-definition movie service)
that has a high data rate and high mobility.
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[0051] The radio access device RAN includes but is
not limited to an evolved NodeB (evolved NodeB, eNB),
a home evolved NodeB (Home evolved NodeB, HeNB),
a relay relay, a home NodeB Femto, a micro base station
Pico, and a 5G base station. The RAN and the core net-
work may exchange network slice information through
signaling transmission. From a perspective of a compo-
sition structure, the RAN may include a physical layer, a
layer 2, and an RRC layer. The layer 2 may include a
Media Access Control (Medium Access Control, MAC)
layer, a Packet Data Convergence Protocol (Packet Data
Convergence Protocol, PDCP) layer, and a Radio Link
Control (Radio Link Control, RLC) layer. From a perspec-
tive of access resource information, the RAN may include
three models for supporting the network slices of the core
network. Access information may include a physical layer
access resource, a MAC layer access function, and an
RRC layer access function. The three models may be as
follows.
[0052] Model 1: Physical layer access resources, layer
2 access functions, and Radio Resource Control (Radio
Resource Control, RRC) layer access functions of differ-
ent network slices are completely separated, namely, ac-
cess information of different network slices is completely
separated on the RAN. As shown in FIG 2A, when the
core network includes two different network slices, the
RAN includes access resources or functions correspond-
ing to the two different network slices.
[0053] Model 2: Physical layer access resources of dif-
ferent network slices are shared, and layer 2 access func-
tions and RRC layer access functions are completely
separated, namely, different network slices share partial
access information. As shown in FIG. 2B, when the core
network includes two different network slices, the RAN
not only includes access resources or functions corre-
sponding to the two different network slices, but also in-
cludes an access resource or function shared by the two
different network slices.
[0054] It may be understood that, in model 2, access
resources/functions may be divided into two phases,
where an access resource/function of a phase 1 is shared
by all slices (such as a random access channel (Random
Access Channel, RACH) resource in LTE); and an ac-
cess resource/function of a phase 2 is dedicated to each
slice.
[0055] Model 3: Physical layer access resources, layer
2 access functions, and RRC layer access functions of
different network slices are completely shared, namely,
different network slices completely share access infor-
mation. As shown in FIG. 2C, when the core network
includes two different network slices, the RAN includes
an access resource or function shared by the two different
network slices.
[0056] It can be learned that, in FIG. 1, various types
of terminals access different core network slices by using
different models of the RAN, so that the core network
finally controls the terminals to perform particular com-
munications services.

[0057] FIG. 3 is a signaling interaction diagram of a
network slice selection method of an embodiment of the
present invention. As shown in FIG. 3, the method may
include the following steps.
[0058] Step 310: A radio access device RAN obtains
network slice information.
[0059] Optionally, the radio access device RAN may
obtain the network slice information from a core network
CN or operation, administration and maintenance OAM
in the following manners.
[0060] The RAN may obtain the network slice informa-
tion in the following manners.
[0061] In a first manner, the RAN obtains the network
slice information from the CN.
[0062] As shown in FIG 4A, in a connection setup proc-
ess between the RAN and the CN, the RAN sends a
setup request message to the CN, where the setup re-
quest message may include a RAN capability for slice
support IE (RAN capability for slice support IE), and the
CN sends a setup request response message to the
RAN, where the setup request response message may
include at least one piece of network slice information,
so that the RAN obtains the network slice information.
[0063] As shown in FIG 4B, in a configuration update
process, the CN sends a configuration update message
to the RAN, where the configuration update message
may include at least one piece of network slice informa-
tion modified by the CN, so that the RAN obtains the
network slice information.
[0064] In a second manner, the RAN obtains the net-
work slice information from the OAM device.
[0065] When the RAN starts, in a configuration update
process, the OAM device may send a configuration mes-
sage to the RAN, where the configuration message may
include at least one piece of network slice information,
so that the RAN obtains the network slice information. It
should be noted that, the OAM device may configure,
depending on a design requirement of an operator, the
network slice information sent to the RAN. In other words,
a process in which the RAN obtains the network slice
information from the OAM device is operator-configura-
ble to some extent.
[0066] The network slice information may include first
attribute information of at least one network slice. First
attribute information of a network slice may include one
or more of the following: first identifier information (Iden-
tification, ID) of the network slice, key service attribute
information of the network slice, information about a serv-
ice supported by the network slice, authorization infor-
mation of the network slice, core network load information
of the network slice, coverage information of the network
slice, and the like.
[0067] Using three network slice as an example, key
service attributes of the network slices may include: en-
hanced machine type communication (Enhanced Ma-
chine Type Communication, eMBB) of a network slice 1,
Enhanced Mobile BroadBand (Enhanced Mobile Broad
Band, eMTC) of a network slice 2, and Ultra-reliable and
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Low Latency Communications (Ultra-reliable and Low
Latency Communications, URLLC), vehicle communica-
tion (Vehicle to X, V2X), or the like of a network slice 3.
[0068] The service supported by the network slice may
include indicating quality of service (Quality of Service,
QoS), a quality of service class identifier (QoS Class
Identifier, QCI), or the like of a service.
[0069] The authorization information of the network
slice may include information about access permission
of the core network for a service function of the terminal.
[0070] The core network load information of the net-
work slice may include load information of each network
slice on the core network.
[0071] The coverage information of the network slice
may include coverage area information during service
execution of the network slice.
[0072] It should be noted that, the foregoing two man-
ners do not constitute a limitation on how the RAN obtains
a network slice, and the RAN may alternatively obtain
the network slice information in another manner, for ex-
ample, obtain the network slice information from the OAM
device in a network optimization manner.
[0073] Optionally, in a process in which the RAN ob-
tains the network slice information, if an access resource
or function of the RAN cannot satisfy a requirement of at
least one network slice provided by the CN, the RAN may
select to support only some network slices of the CN. For
example, the RAN may select, based on priorities of net-
work slices provided by the CN, a network slice supported
by the access resource or function of the RAN.
[0074] The RAN may indicate, through signaling trans-
mission (such as a configuration update response mes-
sage), a network slice that currently can be supported by
the RAN, and add modified network slice information to
a system message or an access response message.
[0075] Step 320: The RAN sends a first message to a
terminal, where the first message may include the net-
work slice information.
[0076] The RAN sends the first message to the termi-
nal, where the first message may be a broadcast system
message, or an access response message, and the sys-
tem message or the access response message carries
the obtained network slice information, so that the termi-
nal obtains the network slice information. The network
slice information may include the first attribute informa-
tion of the at least one network slice.
[0077] Step 330: The terminal selects, based on the
network slice information sent by the RAN, second at-
tribute information of a to-be-accessed first network slice.
[0078] The terminal selects the second attribute infor-
mation of the to-be-accessed first network slice from the
first attribute information of the at least one network slice
in the network slice information based on attribute infor-
mation of the terminal (such as service information, radio
resource information, and mobility information of the ter-
minal).
[0079] The second attribute information of the first net-
work slice may be the same as or different from the first

attribute information of the network slice. The second at-
tribute information of the first network slice may include
but be not limited to first identifier information ID of the
network slice, second identifier information of the network
slice (such as a preamble of the network slice, a signal
of the network slice, and a sequence of the network slice),
and dedicated access resource information.
[0080] The terminal may select the second attribute
information of the first network slice in the following as-
pects.
[0081] In an aspect of a service, the terminal may select
first attribute information, of a network slice, that is cor-
responding to a network slice matching the service infor-
mation of the terminal as the second attribute information
of the to-be-accessed first network slice.
[0082] In an aspect of a radio resource, when different
network slices have individual radio resources, the ter-
minal may select first attribute information, of a network
slice, that is corresponding to a network slice with best
radio quality as the second attribute information of the
to-be-accessed first network slice; or select first attribute
information, of a network slice, that is corresponding to
a network slice with radio quality exceeding a specific
threshold as the second attribute information of the to-
be-accessed first network slice.
[0083] When core network load information of each
network slice is provided in the network slice information
received by the terminal, the terminal may select first
attribute information, of a network slice, that is corre-
sponding to a network slice with relatively low load as
the second attribute information of the to-be-accessed
first network slice.
[0084] When authorization information of each net-
work slice is provided in the network slice information
received by the terminal, the terminal may select first
attribute information, of a network slice, that is corre-
sponding to an authorized network slice as the second
attribute information of the to-be-accessed first network
slice.
[0085] When coverage information of each network
slice is provided in the network slice information received
by the terminal, the terminal may select, by considering
mobility of the terminal, first attribute information, of a
network slice, that is corresponding to a network slice as
the second attribute information of the to-be-accessed
first network slice. For example, when the terminal moves
at a high speed, the terminal may select a network slice
with a large coverage; or when the terminal moves at a
low speed, the terminal may select a network slice with
a small coverage.
[0086] It should be noted that, for each of the foregoing
aspects, the terminal may determine a capability of each
aspect by using a weight. The weight may be pre-con-
figured by the terminal, or may be sent by the RAN or
the CN to the terminal.
[0087] Step 340: The terminal sends a first access re-
quest message to the RAN.
[0088] The first access request message may include
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the second attribute information of the first network slice
to be accessed by the terminal, or may include indication
information (such as a preamble) of a cell covered by the
RAN. The first access request message may be an RRC
connection request (RRC connection request) message
or an RRC connection setup complete (RRC connection
setup complete) message.
[0089] Optionally, the first access request message
may further include the attribute information of the termi-
nal, such as a service, a radio resource, and mobility of
the terminal, so that the RAN quickly selects a network
slice.
[0090] Step 350: The RAN determines, based on the
second attribute information of the first network slice, a
second network slice to be accessed by the terminal.
[0091] The RAN performs selection and judgment on
the second attribute information of the first network slice,
to determine the second network slice to be accessed
by the terminal.
[0092] Optionally, when the RAN performs selection
and judgment on the second attribute information of the
first network slice, the second network slice to be ac-
cessed by the terminal may alternatively be determined
by using radio resource information of a network slice
supported by the RAN (such as radio resource load of
the network slice supported by the RAN).
[0093] When the radio resource information of the net-
work slice supported by the RAN does not satisfy a serv-
ice function requirement supported by the second at-
tribute information of the first network slice, the RAN
sends a first access request rejection message to the
terminal, so that the terminal re-selects attribute informa-
tion of the first network slice; or the RAN selects, for the
terminal, a second network slice with a service function
the same as that supported by the second attribute in-
formation of the first network slice, where the first network
slice is different from the second network slice.
[0094] When the attribute information of the network
slice supported by the RAN satisfies a service function
requirement supported by the second attribute informa-
tion of the first network slice, the RAN determines the
second network slice to be accessed by the terminal,
where the first network slice is the same as the second
network slice.
[0095] Optionally, when the RAN performs selection
and judgment on the second attribute information of the
first network slice, the second network slice to be ac-
cessed by the terminal may alternatively be determined
by considering the attribute information of the terminal
(such as the service, the radio resource, and the mobility
of the terminal).
[0096] When the attribute information of the terminal
does not satisfy a service function requirement supported
by the second attribute information of the first network
slice, the RAN sends a first access request rejection mes-
sage to the terminal, so that the terminal re-selects at-
tribute information of the first network slice; or the RAN
selects, for the terminal, a second network slice with a

service function the same as that supported by the sec-
ond attribute information of the first network slice, where
the first network slice is different from the second network
slice.
[0097] When the attribute information of the terminal
satisfies a service function requirement supported by the
second attribute information of the first network slice, the
RAN determines the second network slice to be ac-
cessed by the terminal, where the first network slice is
the same as the second network slice.
[0098] It should be noted that, when the RAN performs
selection and judgment on the second attribute informa-
tion of the first network slice, the second network slice to
be accessed by the terminal may be determined by sep-
arately using the radio resource information of the net-
work slice supported by the RAN and the attribute infor-
mation of the terminal, or may be determined by using
both the radio resource information of the network slice
supported by the RAN and the attribute information of
the terminal. Further, another factor may be added de-
pending on a design requirement.
[0099] Step 360: The RAN sends a second access re-
quest message to a core network, where the second ac-
cess request message includes second attribute infor-
mation of the second network slice that is to be accessed
by the terminal and that is determined by the RAN.
[0100] Optionally, the core network may perform per-
mission judgment on a request of the terminal. If the core
network has a permission limitation on an access request
of the terminal, the core network sends a second access
request rejection message to the RAN. In this case, the
RAN may select, for the terminal, a second network slice
with a service function the same as that supported by the
second attribute information of the first network slice, or
may send the first access request rejection message to
the terminal, so that the terminal re-selects second at-
tribute information of the first network slice.
[0101] Step 370: The RAN receives a second access
response message that is sent by the CN based on the
second attribute information of the second network slice
that is to be accessed by the terminal and that is deter-
mined by the RAN.
[0102] Step 380: The RAN sends a first access re-
sponse message to the terminal, where the first access
response message includes the second attribute infor-
mation of the second network slice that is to be accessed
by the terminal and that is selected by the CN, so that
the terminal accesses the second network slice.
[0103] According to the network slice selection method
provided in this embodiment of the present invention, the
radio access device RAN obtains the network slice infor-
mation; then the RAN sends the first message to the ter-
minal, where the first message includes the network slice
information; the RAN receives the first access request
message that is sent by the terminal after the terminal
selects, based on the network slice information, the first
attribute information of the first network slice to be ac-
cessed by the terminal; and the RAN determines, based
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on the first attribute information of the first network slice,
the second network slice to be accessed by the terminal,
where the first network slice is the same as or different
from the second network slice. The method enables an
operator to flexibly configure a network slice, and further
reduces a communication latency and signaling over-
heads in a process in which a terminal selects a network
slice.
[0104] The following specifically describes methods for
selecting a second network slice of a core network based
on different models of a RAN by using an example in
which a RAN obtains a network information slice from a
core network CN.
[0105] FIG 5 is a signaling interaction diagram of an-
other network slice selection method shown in FIG 3. As
shown in FIG. 5, the method is applied to a mode 2 of a
RAN. The method may include the following steps.
[0106] Step 510: The radio access device RAN obtains
first attribute information of at least one network slice
from a core network CN.
[0107] Step 520: The RAN sends a first message to a
terminal, where the first message may include the first
attribute information of the at least one network slice.
[0108] Optionally, before the RAN sends the first mes-
sage to the terminal, the RAN determines dedicated ac-
cess resource information of each network slice based
on the first attribute information of the at least one network
slice. The RAN sends a system message to the terminal,
where the system message may include indication infor-
mation (such as a preamble) of a cell covered by the RAN.
[0109] The terminal sends a second message (such
as an initial access request message) to the RAN on a
common resource, where the second message may in-
clude indication information (such as a preamble), to in-
dicate that the terminal is to access the RAN.
[0110] That the RAN sends a first message to a termi-
nal in step 520 is specifically:
sending, by the RAN, the first message to the terminal
on the common resource based on the received second
message, where the first message may include the first
attribute information of the at least one network slice and
the dedicated access resource information of each net-
work slice, and the first message may be an initial access
response message.
[0111] Step 530: The terminal selects dedicated ac-
cess resource information of a to-be-accessed first net-
work slice based on the first attribute information of the
at least one network slice.
[0112] The terminal selects the dedicated resource in-
formation of the to-be-accessed first network slice from
the first attribute information of the at least one network
slice and the dedicated access resource information of
each network slice based on attribute information of the
terminal, such as a service, a radio resource, and mobility
of the terminal.
[0113] Step 540: The terminal sends a first access re-
quest message to the RAN based on the dedicated ac-
cess resource information of the first network slice.

[0114] Because each network slice has corresponding
dedicated access resource information, the terminal
sends the first access request message to the RAN on
a dedicated resource based on the dedicated access re-
source information of the first network slice, so that the
RAN quickly detects a network slice corresponding to a
service function requested by the terminal, where the first
access request message may include indication informa-
tion (such as a preamble). Optionally, the first access
request message may further include the attribute infor-
mation of the terminal, such as the service, the radio re-
source, and the mobility of the terminal, so that the RAN
quickly selects a network slice.
[0115] It should be noted that, subsequent step 550 to
step 580 are the same as step 350 to step 380, and details
are not described herein again.
[0116] The foregoing embodiment provided in the
present invention is applied to model 2 with partially
shared access resource information. The RAN deter-
mines the dedicated resource information of the at least
one network slice based on the first attribute information
of the at least one network slice, and distinguishes dif-
ferent network slices by using the dedicated resource
information of the at least one network slice, and the RAN
notifies, by using an initial access response, the terminal
of the dedicated resource information of the at least one
network slice, so that the terminal selects a to-be-ac-
cessed network slice. In this embodiment, the first at-
tribute information of the at least one network slice of the
core network may be prevented from being exposed on
a radio interface, thereby improving security.
[0117] FIG. 6 is a signaling interaction diagram of still
another network slice selection method shown in FIG. 3.
As shown in FIG. 6, the method is applied to a mode 3
of a RAN. The method may include the following steps.
[0118] Step 610: The radio access device RAN obtains
first attribute information of at least one network slice
from a core network CN.
[0119] Step 620: The RAN sends a first message to a
terminal, where the first message may include the first
attribute information of the at least one network slice.
[0120] Optionally, before the RAN sends the first mes-
sage to the terminal, the RAN sends a system message
to the terminal, to send, to the terminal, indication infor-
mation (such as a preamble) of a cell covered by the RAN.
[0121] The terminal sends a second message (such
as an initial access request message) to the RAN on a
common resource, where the second message may in-
clude indication information (such as a preamble), to in-
dicate that the terminal is to access the RAN.
[0122] That the RAN sends a first message to a termi-
nal is specifically:
sending, by the RAN, the first message to the terminal
based on the received second message, where the first
message includes the first attribute information of the at
least one network slice, and first attribute information of
a network slice may be first identifier information of the
network slice.
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[0123] Step 630: The terminal selects first identifier in-
formation of a to-be-accessed first network slice based
on the first attribute information of the at least one network
slice.
[0124] The terminal selects the first identifier informa-
tion of the to-be-accessed first network slice based on
first identifier information of the at least one network slice.
[0125] The terminal selects the first identifier informa-
tion of the to-be-accessed first network slice from the first
identifier information of the at least one network slice
based on attribute information of the terminal, such as a
service, a radio resource, and mobility of the terminal.
[0126] Step 640: The terminal sends a first access re-
quest message to the RAN, where the first access re-
quest message includes the first identifier information of
the first network slice.
[0127] The terminal sends the first access request
message to the RAN on the common resource, where
the first access request message may include the first
identifier information of the first network slice.
[0128] Optionally, the first access request message
may further include the attribute information of the termi-
nal, such as the service, the radio resource, and the mo-
bility of the terminal, so that the RAN quickly selects a
network slice.
[0129] It should be noted that, subsequent step 650 to
step 680 are the same as step 350 to step 380, and details
are not described herein again.
[0130] The foregoing embodiment provided in the
present invention is applied to model 3 with completely
shared access resource information. Different network
slices are directly distinguished by using the first identifier
information of the at least one network slice, and the RAN
notifies, by using an initial access response, the terminal
of the first attribute information of the at least one network
slice, so that the first attribute information of the at least
one network slice of the core network may be prevented
from being exposed on a radio interface, and security is
improved.
[0131] FIG. 7 is a signaling interaction diagram of still
another network slice selection method shown in FIG. 3.
As shown in FIG. 7, the method is applied to a mode 2
of a RAN. The method may include the following steps.
[0132] Step 710: The radio access device RAN obtains
first attribute information of at least one network slice
from a core network CN.
[0133] Step 720: The RAN sends a first message to a
terminal, where the first message may include the first
attribute information of the at least one network slice.
[0134] Optionally, before the RAN sends the first mes-
sage to the terminal, the RAN determines dedicated ac-
cess resource information of the at least one network
slice and common access resource information of the at
least one network slice based on the first attribute infor-
mation of the at least one network slice.
[0135] The RAN groups the at least one network slice
based on the common access resource information of
the network slice, to obtain a network slice group. The

RAN performs preamble allocation on the network slice
group, to obtain information of the network slice group
that is obtained through grouping, common access re-
source information of the network slice group, and a pre-
amble corresponding to the common access resource
information of the network slice group.
[0136] In an example, the RAN groups 10 network slic-
es into two groups based on common access resource
information of the network slices, where each group has
the same common access resource information, and
each group includes five network slices. The RAN per-
forms preamble allocation on the two network slice
groups, where each group has a group of preambles. It
may be understood that five network slices in each group
have respective dedicated access resource information.
[0137] Optionally, the RAN sends a second message
to the terminal, where the second message may include
the common access resource information of the network
slice group, the information about the network slice
group, and the preamble corresponding to the common
access resource information of the network slice group,
and the second message may be broadcast system in-
formation.
[0138] The terminal selects a to-be-accessed network
slice group based on the common access resource in-
formation of the network slice group, the information
about the network slice group, and the preamble corre-
sponding to the common access resource information of
the network slice group that are received.
[0139] The terminal sends a third message to the RAN,
where the third message may include a preamble of the
to-be-accessed network slice group.
[0140] The RAN determines, based on the received
preamble of the network slice group, the network slice
group selected by the terminal.
[0141] That the RAN sends a first message to a termi-
nal specifically includes:
sending, by the RAN, the first message to the terminal
based on the network slice group, where the first mes-
sage includes dedicated access resource information of
each network slice in the network slice group and first
attribute information of each network slice in the network
slice group.
[0142] Step 730: The terminal selects dedicated ac-
cess resource information of a to-be-accessed first net-
work slice based on the first attribute information of the
at least one network slice.
[0143] The terminal selects, based on attribute infor-
mation of the terminal, such as a service, a radio re-
source, and mobility of the terminal, the dedicated access
resource information of the to-be-accessed first network
slice from the dedicated access resource information of
each network slice and the first attribute information of
the at least one network slice.
[0144] Step 740: The terminal sends a first access re-
quest message to the RAN based on the dedicated ac-
cess resource information of the first network slice.
[0145] Because each network slice has corresponding

25 26 



EP 4 391 700 A2

15

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

dedicated access resource information, the terminal
sends the first access request message to the RAN on
a dedicated resource based on the dedicated access re-
source information of the first network slice, so that the
RAN quickly detects a network slice corresponding to a
service function requested by the terminal, where the first
access request message may include indication informa-
tion (such as a preamble).
[0146] Optionally, the first access request message
may further include the attribute information of the termi-
nal, such as the service, the radio resource, and the mo-
bility of the terminal, so that the RAN quickly selects a
network slice.
[0147] It should be noted that, subsequent step 750 to
step 780 are the same as step 350 to step 380, and details
are not described herein again.
[0148] According to the foregoing embodiment provid-
ed in the present invention, dedicated access resource
information used by the terminal is used to indicate the
dedicated access resource information of the first net-
work slice selected by the terminal. The network slice
information is grouped on a RAN side; a common part of
dedicated access resource information of each network
slice group is determined, namely, common access re-
source information is obtained; and a special part for each
network slice is determined, namely, dedicated access
resource information is obtained. The RAN groups pre-
ambles based on the common access resource informa-
tion of the network slices, where each group of preambles
is corresponding to common access resource informa-
tion of one network slice group. The RAN sends, to the
terminal based on the network slice group that is selected
by the terminal and that is corresponding to the common
access resource information, the dedicated access re-
source information of each network slice in the network
slice group and the first attribute information of each net-
work slice, so that the terminal selects a to-be-accessed
network slice.
[0149] FIG. 8 is a signaling interaction diagram of an-
other network slice selection method shown in FIG. 3.
The method is applied to a mode 3 of a RAN. As shown
in FIG. 8, the method may include the following steps.
[0150] Step 810: The radio access device RAN obtains
first attribute information of at least one network slice
from a core network CN.
[0151] Step 820: The RAN sends a first message to a
terminal, where the first message may include the first
attribute information of the at least one network slice.
[0152] First attribute information of a network slice may
be first identifier information of the network slice.
[0153] Step 830: The terminal selects first identifier in-
formation of a to-be-accessed first network slice based
on the first attribute information of the at least one network
slice.
[0154] The terminal selects the first identifier informa-
tion of the to-be-accessed first network slice based on
the first identifier information of the at least one network
slice.

[0155] The terminal selects, based on attribute infor-
mation of the terminal, such as a service, a radio re-
source, and mobility of the terminal, attribute information
of the to-be-accessed first network slice from the first
identifier information of the at least one network slice,
where the attribute information may be the first identifier
information of the first network slice.
[0156] Step 840: The terminal sends a first access re-
quest message to the RAN, where the first access re-
quest message includes the first identifier information of
the first network slice.
[0157] The terminal sends the first access request
message to the RAN on a common resource, where the
first access request message may include the first iden-
tifier information of the first network slice.
[0158] Optionally, the first access request message
may further include the attribute information of the termi-
nal, such as the service, the radio resource, and the mo-
bility of the terminal, so that the RAN quickly selects a
network slice.
[0159] It should be noted that, subsequent step 850 to
step 880 are the same as step 350 to step 380, and details
are not described herein again.
[0160] The foregoing embodiment provided in the
present invention is applied to model 3 with completely
shared access resource information. Different network
slices are directly distinguished by using the first identifier
information of the at least one network slice, and the RAN
notifies, by using an initial access response, the terminal
of the first attribute information of the at least one network
slice, so that the terminal selects a to-be-accessed net-
work slice.
[0161] FIG. 9 is a signaling interaction diagram of still
another network slice selection method shown in FIG. 3.
The method is applied to a mode 1 of a RAN. As shown
in FIG. 9, the method may include the following steps.
[0162] Step 910: The radio access device RAN obtains
first attribute information of at least one network slice
from a core network CN.
[0163] Step 920: The RAN sends a first message to a
terminal, where the first message may include the first
attribute information of the at least one network slice.
[0164] Optionally, before the RAN sends the first mes-
sage to the terminal, the RAN determines dedicated ac-
cess resource information of each network slice based
on the first attribute information of the at least one network
slice.
[0165] That the RAN sends a first message to a termi-
nal in step 920 is specifically:
sending, by the RAN, the first message to the terminal,
where the first message may include the dedicated ac-
cess resource information of each network slice and the
first attribute information of the at least one network slice,
and the first message may be a system message.
[0166] Step 930: The terminal selects dedicated re-
source information of a to-be-accessed first network slice
based on the first attribute information of the at least one
network slice.
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[0167] The terminal selects the dedicated resource in-
formation of the to-be-accessed first network slice from
the first attribute information of the at least one network
slice and the dedicated access resource information of
each network slice based on attribute information of the
terminal, such as a service, a radio resource, and mobility
of the terminal.
[0168] Step 940: The terminal sends a first access re-
quest message to the RAN based on the dedicated ac-
cess resource information of the first network slice.
[0169] Because each network slice has corresponding
dedicated access resource information, the terminal
sends the first access request message to the RAN on
a dedicated resource based on the dedicated access re-
source information of the first network slice, so that the
RAN quickly detects a network slice corresponding to a
service function requested by the terminal, where the first
access request message may include indication informa-
tion (such as a preamble).
[0170] Optionally, the first access request message
may further include the attribute information of the termi-
nal, such as the service, the radio resource, and the mo-
bility of the terminal. It should be noted that, subsequent
steps are the same as step 350 to step 380, and details
are not described herein again.
[0171] The foregoing embodiment provided in the
present invention is applied to model 1 with completely
separated access resource information. The RAN deter-
mines the dedicated resource information of the at least
one network slice based on the first attribute information
of the at least one network slice, and distinguishes dif-
ferent network slices by using the dedicated resource
information of the at least one network slice, and the RAN
notifies, by using an initial access response, the terminal
of the dedicated resource information of the at least one
network slice, so that the terminal selects a to-be-ac-
cessed network slice.
[0172] FIG. 10 is a signaling interaction diagram of still
another network slice selection method shown in FIG 3.
The method is applied to a mode 3 of a RAN. As shown
in FIG. 10, the method may include the following steps.
[0173] Step 1010: The radio access device RAN ob-
tains first attribute information of at least one network
slice from a core network CN.
[0174] Step 1020: The RAN sends a first message to
a terminal, where the first message may include the first
attribute information of the at least one network slice.
[0175] Optionally, before the RAN sends the first mes-
sage to the terminal, the RAN determines second iden-
tifier information of the at least one network slice based
on the first attribute information of the at least one network
slice.
[0176] That the RAN sends a first message to a termi-
nal specifically includes:
sending, by the RAN, the first message to the terminal,
where the first message may include the second identifier
information of the at least one network slice and the first
attribute information of the at least one network slice, and

the first message may be a system message.
[0177] Step 1030: The terminal selects second identi-
fier information of a to-be-accessed first network slice
based on the first attribute information of the at least one
network slice.
[0178] The terminal selects the second identifier infor-
mation of the to-be-accessed first network slice based
on the second identifier information of the at least one
network slice and the first attribute information of the at
least one network slice.
[0179] The terminal selects, based on attribute infor-
mation of the terminal, such as a service, a radio re-
source, and mobility of the terminal, second attribute in-
formation of the to-be-accessed first network slice from
the second identifier information of the at least one net-
work slice, where the attribute information may be the
second identifier information of the first network slice.
[0180] Step 1040: The terminal sends a first access
request message to the RAN, where the first access re-
quest message includes the second identifier information
of the first network slice.
[0181] The terminal sends the first access request
message to the RAN on a common resource, where the
first access request message may include the second
identifier information of the first network slice.
[0182] Optionally, the first access request message
may further include the attribute information of the termi-
nal, such as the service, the radio resource, and the mo-
bility of the terminal.
[0183] It should be noted that, subsequent step 1050
to step 1080 are the same as step 350 to step 380, and
details are not described herein again.
[0184] The foregoing embodiment provided in the
present invention is applied to model 1 with completely
shared access resource information. The RAN deter-
mines the second identifier information of the at least one
network slice based on the first attribute information of
the at least one network slice, and distinguishes different
network slices by using the second identifier information
of the at least one network slice, and the RAN notifies,
by using an initial access response, the terminal of the
first attribute information of the at least one network slice
and the second identifier information of the at least one
network slice, so that the terminal selects a to-be-ac-
cessed network slice.
[0185] Corresponding to the foregoing network slice
selection methods in FIG 3 to FIG. 10, an embodiment
of the present invention provides a radio access device.
[0186] FIG. 11 is a schematic structural diagram of a
radio access device according to an embodiment of the
present invention. As shown in FIG. 11, the radio access
device may include an obtaining unit 1110, a sending
unit 1120, a receiving unit 1130, and a determining unit
1140.
[0187] The obtaining unit 1110 is configured to obtain
network slice information.
[0188] Optionally, the obtaining unit 1110 may obtain
the network slice information from a core network CN or
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operation, administration and maintenance OAM.
[0189] The sending unit 1120 is configured to send a
first message to a terminal, where the first message in-
cludes the network slice information obtained by the ob-
taining unit 1110.
[0190] The receiving unit 1130 is configured to receive
a first access request message that is sent by the terminal
after the terminal selects, based on the network slice in-
formation, second attribute information of a first network
slice to be accessed by the terminal.
[0191] The determining unit 1140 is configured to de-
termine, based on the second attribute information of the
first network slice, a second network slice to be accessed
by the terminal, where the first network slice is the same
as or different from the second network slice.
[0192] Optionally, when the network slice information
includes first attribute information of at least one network
slice, before the sending unit 1120 sends the first mes-
sage to the terminal,
the determining unit 1140 is further configured to deter-
mine dedicated access resource information of each net-
work slice based on the first attribute information of the
at least one network slice.
[0193] The sending unit 1120 is specifically configured
to send the first message to the terminal, where the first
message includes the first attribute information of the at
least one network slice and the dedicated access re-
source information of each network slice.
[0194] The receiving unit 1130 is specifically config-
ured to receive the first access request message that is
sent by the terminal after the terminal selects, based on
the first attribute information of the at least one network
slice and the dedicated access resource information of
each network slice, the second attribute information of
the first network slice to be accessed by the terminal.
[0195] Optionally, when the network slice information
includes first identifier information of at least one network
slice,
the sending unit 1120 is specifically configured to send
the first message to the terminal, where the first message
includes the first identifier information of the at least one
network slice.
[0196] The receiving unit 1130 is specifically config-
ured to receive the first access request message that is
sent by the terminal after the terminal selects the second
attribute information of the first network slice based on
the first identifier information of the at least one network
slice, where the first access request message includes
first identifier information of the first network slice.
[0197] Optionally, before the sending unit 1120 sends
the first message to the terminal,
the receiving unit 1130 is further configured to receive a
third message sent by the terminal, where the third mes-
sage includes indication information indicating that the
terminal is to access the RAN.
[0198] The sending unit 1120 is further configured to
send the first message to the terminal based on the in-
dication information.

[0199] Optionally, when the network slice information
includes first attribute information of at least one network
slice, before the sending unit 1120 sends the first mes-
sage to the terminal,
the determining unit 1140 is further configured to deter-
mine dedicated access resource information of the at
least one network slice and common access resource
information of the at least one network slice based on
the first attribute information of the at least one network
slice.
[0200] The obtaining unit 1110 is further configured to
perform preamble allocation on the network slice based
on the common access resource information of the net-
work slice, to obtain information about a network slice
group that is obtained through grouping, common access
resource information of the network slice group, and a
preamble corresponding to the common access resource
information of the network slice group.
[0201] The sending unit 1120 is further configured to
send a fourth message to the terminal, where the fourth
message includes the common access resource infor-
mation of the network slice group, the information about
the network slice group, and the preamble corresponding
to the common access resource information of the net-
work slice group.
[0202] The receiving unit 1130 is further configured to
receive a fifth message sent by the terminal, where the
fifth message includes a preamble of a network slice
group that is to be accessed by the terminal and that is
selected by the terminal based on the common access
resource information of the network slice group, the in-
formation about the network slice group, and the pream-
ble corresponding to the common access resource infor-
mation of the network slice group.
[0203] The determining unit 1140 is further configured
to determine, based on the preamble of the network slice
group, the network slice group selected by the terminal.
[0204] Then, the sending unit 1120 is specifically con-
figured to send the first message to the terminal based
on the network slice group, where the first message in-
cludes dedicated access resource information of each
network slice in the network slice group and second at-
tribute information of each network slice in the network
slice group.
[0205] The receiving unit 1130 is specifically config-
ured to receive the first access request message that is
sent by the terminal after the terminal selects, based on
the first attribute information of the at least one network
slice and the dedicated access resource information of
each network slice, the second attribute information of
the first network slice to be accessed by the terminal and
dedicated access resource information of the first net-
work slice.
[0206] Optionally, when the network slice information
includes first attribute information of at least one network
slice, before the sending unit 1120 sends the first mes-
sage to the terminal,
the determining unit 1140 is further configured to deter-
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mine second identifier information of each network slice
based on the first attribute information of the at least one
network slice.
[0207] The sending unit 1120 is specifically configured
to send the first message to the terminal, where the first
message includes the second identifier information of
each network slice.
[0208] The receiving unit 1130 is specifically config-
ured to receive the first access request message that is
sent by the terminal after the terminal selects second
identifier information of the first network slice based on
the second identifier information of the at least one net-
work slice and the first attribute information of the at least
one network slice, where the first access request mes-
sage includes the second identifier information of the first
network slice.
[0209] Optionally, the determining unit 1140 is specif-
ically configured to: when radio resource information of
a network slice supported by the RAN does not satisfy a
service function supported by the second attribute infor-
mation of the first network slice, the determining unit 1140
instructs the sending unit 1120 to send an access request
rejection message to the terminal; or the determining unit
1140 selects, for the terminal, a second network slice
with a service function the same as that supported by the
second attribute information of the first network slice,
where the first network slice is different from the second
network slice.
[0210] When radio resource information of a network
slice supported by the RAN satisfies a service function
supported by the second attribute information of the first
network slice, the determining unit 1140 determines the
second network slice to be accessed by the terminal,
where the first network slice is the same as the second
network slice.
[0211] Optionally, the first access request message
further includes attribute information of the terminal.
[0212] The determining unit 1140 is specifically con-
figured to: when the attribute information of the terminal
does not satisfy a service function supported by the sec-
ond attribute information of the first network slice, the
determining unit 1140 instructs the sending unit 1120 to
send an access request rejection message to the termi-
nal; or the determining unit 1140 selects, for the terminal,
a second network slice with a service function the same
as that supported by the second attribute information of
the first network slice, where the first network slice is
different from the second network slice.
[0213] When the attribute information of the terminal
satisfies a service function supported by the attribute in-
formation of the first network slice, the determining unit
1140 determines the second network slice to be ac-
cessed by the terminal, where the first network slice is
the same as the second network slice.
[0214] Optionally, the sending unit 1120 is further con-
figured to send a second access request message to a
CN, where the second access request message includes
first attribute information of the second network slice that

is to be accessed by the terminal and that is determined
by the determining unit 1140.
[0215] The receiving unit 1130 is further configured to
receive a second access response message that is sent
by the CN based on second attribute information of the
second network slice that is to be accessed by the ter-
minal and that is determined by the determining unit
1140.
[0216] The sending unit 1120 sends a first access re-
sponse message to the terminal, where the first access
response message includes the first attribute information
of the second network slice that is to be accessed by the
terminal and that is selected by the CN, so that the ter-
minal accesses the second network slice.
[0217] Functions of the units of the radio access device
in this embodiment of the present invention may be im-
plemented by corresponding steps in the foregoing em-
bodiments of the network slice selection methods in FIG
3 to FIG. 10. Therefore, a specific working process of the
radio access device provided in the present invention is
not described herein again.
[0218] Corresponding to the foregoing network slice
selection methods in FIG 3 to FIG. 10, an embodiment
of the present invention provides a terminal.
[0219] FIG. 12 is a schematic structural diagram of a
terminal according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention. As shown in FIG. 12, the terminal may include
a receiving unit 1210, a selection unit 1220, and a sending
unit 1230.
[0220] The receiving unit 1210 is configured to receive
a first message sent by a RAN, where the first message
includes network slice information obtained by the RAN.
[0221] The selection unit 1220 is configured to select,
based on the network slice information received by the
receiving unit 1210, second attribute information of a to-
be-accessed first network slice.
[0222] The sending unit 1230 is configured to send a
first access request message to the RAN based on the
second attribute information of the first network slice se-
lected by the selection unit 1220, so that the RAN deter-
mines a second network slice to be accessed by the ter-
minal, where the first network slice is the same as or
different from the second network slice.
[0223] Optionally, when the network slice information
includes first attribute information of at least one network
slice,
the receiving unit 1210 is specifically configured to re-
ceive, for the terminal, the first message sent by the RAN,
where the first message includes the first attribute infor-
mation of the at least one network slice and dedicated
access resource information of each network slice that
is determined by the RAN based on the first attribute
information of the at least one network slice.
[0224] The selection unit 1220 is specifically config-
ured to select dedicated access resource information of
the to-be-accessed first network slice based on the first
attribute information of the at least one network slice and
the dedicated access resource information of each net-
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work slice.
[0225] The sending unit 1230 is specifically configured
to send the first access request message to the RAN on
a dedicated access resource of the first network slice
based on the dedicated access resource information of
the first network slice.
[0226] Optionally, when the network slice information
includes first identifier information of at least one network
slice,
the receiving unit 1210 is specifically configured to re-
ceive the first message sent by the RAN, where the first
message includes the first identifier information of the at
least one network slice.
[0227] The selection unit 1220 is specifically config-
ured to select first identifier information of the to-be-ac-
cessed first network slice based on the first identifier in-
formation of the at least one network slice.
[0228] The sending unit 1230 is specifically configured
to send the first access request message to the RAN
based on the first identifier information of the first network
slice, where the first access request message includes
the first identifier information of the first network slice.
[0229] Optionally, before the receiving unit 1210 re-
ceives the first message sent by the RAN,
the sending unit 1230 is further configured to send a sec-
ond message to the RAN, where the second message
includes indication information indicating that the termi-
nal is to access the RAN.
[0230] The receiving unit 1210 is further configured to
receive the first message that is sent by the RAN based
on the indication information.
[0231] Optionally, when the network slice information
includes first attribute information of at least one network
slice, before the receiving unit 1210 receives the first
message sent by the RAN,
the receiving unit 1210 is further configured to receive a
third message sent by the RAN, where the third message
includes common access resource information of the at
least one network slice and dedicated access resource
information of the at least one network slice that are de-
termined by the RAN based on the first attribute informa-
tion of the at least one network slice, and information
about a network slice group that is obtained through
grouping, common access resource information of the
network slice group, and a preamble corresponding to
the common access resource information of the network
slice group that are obtained by the RAN by performing
preamble allocation on the network slice based on the
common access resource information of the network
slice.
[0232] The selection unit 1220 is further configured to
select a to-be-accessed network slice group based on
the information about the network slice group, the com-
mon access resource information of the network slice
group, and the preamble corresponding to the common
access resource information of the network slice group.
[0233] The sending unit 1230 is further configured to
send a fourth message to the RAN, where the fourth mes-

sage includes a preamble of the to-be-accessed network
slice group.
[0234] Then, the receiving unit 1210 is specifically con-
figured to receive the first message that is sent by the
RAN after the RAN determines the network slice group
based on the preamble of the network slice group, where
the first message includes dedicated access resource
information of each network slice in the network slice
group and attribute information of each network slice in
the network slice group.
[0235] The selection unit 1220 is specifically config-
ured to select dedicated access resource information of
the to-be-accessed first network slice based on the ded-
icated access resource information of each network slice
in the network slice group and the attribute information
of each network slice in the network slice group.
[0236] The sending unit 1230 is specifically configured
to send the first access request message to the RAN on
a dedicated access resource of the first network slice
based on the dedicated access resource information of
the first network slice.
[0237] Optionally, when the network slice information
includes first attribute information of at least one network
slice,
the receiving unit 1210 is specifically configured to re-
ceive the first message sent by the RAN, where the first
message includes second identifier information of the at
least one network slice that is determined by the RAN
based on the first attribute information of the at least one
network slice.
[0238] The selection unit 1220 is specifically config-
ured to select second identifier information of the to-be-
accessed first network slice based on the second iden-
tifier information of the at least one network slice.
[0239] The sending unit 1230 is specifically configured
to send the first access request message to the RAN
based on the second identifier information of the first net-
work slice, where the first access request message in-
cludes the second identifier information of the first net-
work slice.
[0240] Optionally, when the network slice information
includes first attribute information of at least one network
slice,
the selection unit 1220 is specifically configured to select
second attribute information of the to-be-accessed first
network slice from the first attribute information of the at
least one network slice based on attribute information of
the terminal.
[0241] Optionally, the receiving unit 1210 is further
configured to receive a first access response message
that is sent by the RAN based on first attribute information
of the second network slice, where the first access re-
sponse message includes the first attribute information
of the second network slice that is to be accessed by the
terminal and that is selected by a core network CN, so
that the terminal accesses the second network slice.
[0242] Functions of the units of the terminal in this em-
bodiment of the present invention may be implemented
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by corresponding steps in the foregoing embodiments of
the network slice selection methods in FIG 3 to FIG. 10.
Therefore, a specific working process of the terminal pro-
vided in the present invention is not described herein
again.
[0243] Corresponding to the foregoing network slice
selection methods in FIG 3 to FIG. 10, an embodiment
of the present invention provides another radio access
device.
[0244] FIG. 13 is a schematic structural diagram of an-
other radio access device according to an embodiment
of the present invention. As shown in FIG 13, the radio
access device may include a processor 1310, a trans-
mitter 1320, and a receiver 1330.
[0245] The processor 1310 and the transmitter 1320
are configured to support information reception and
transmission between the RAN and the terminal in the
foregoing embodiment, and support radio communica-
tion between the terminal and another terminal. The proc-
essor 1310 executes various functions for performing
communication with the terminal. In uplink, an uplink sig-
nal from the terminal is received by the receiver 1330,
and is further processed by the processor 1310 to restore
service data and signaling information sent by the termi-
nal. In downlink, service data and a signaling message
are processed by the processor 1310, and a processed
signal is sent to the terminal by using the transmitter
1320.
[0246] Specifically, the processor 1310 is configured
to obtain network slice information. The processor 1310
may obtain the network slice information from a core net-
work CN or operation, administration and maintenance
OAM.
[0247] The transmitter 1320 is configured to send a
first message to the terminal, where the first message
includes the network slice information.
[0248] The receiver 1330 is configured to receive a first
access request message that is sent by the terminal after
the terminal selects, based on the network slice informa-
tion, first attribute information of a first network slice to
be accessed by the terminal.
[0249] The processor 1310 is further configured to de-
termine, based on the first attribute information of the first
network slice, a second network slice to be accessed by
the terminal, where the first network slice is the same as
or different from the second network slice.
[0250] The radio access device may further include: a
memory 1340, configured to store program code and da-
ta of the radio access device, and a communications unit,
where the communications unit 1350 is configured to
support communication with another network entity, for
example, is configured to support communication be-
tween the radio access device and a core network entity.
[0251] FIG. 14 is a schematic structural diagram of an-
other terminal according to an embodiment of the present
invention. As shown in FIG 14, the terminal may include
a receiver 1410, a processor 1420, and a transmitter
1430.

[0252] The transmitter 1430 may adjust an output sam-
ple and generate an uplink signal, where the uplink signal
is transmitted to the RAN in the foregoing embodiment
by using the transmitter 1430. In downlink, the receiver
1410 receives a downlink signal transmitted by the RAN
in the foregoing embodiment. The receiver 1410 receives
the signal and provides an input sample. The processor
1420 receives service data and a signaling message that
are to be sent in uplink, and processes the service data
and the signaling message.
[0253] Specifically, the receiver 1410 is configured to
receive a first message sent by the RAN, where the first
message includes network slice information obtained by
the RAN.
[0254] The processor 1420 is configured to select first
attribute information of a to-be-accessed first network
slice based on the network slice information received by
the receiving unit.
[0255] The transmitter 1430 is configured to send a
first access request message to the RAN based on the
first attribute information of the first network slice selected
by the selection unit, so that the RAN determines a sec-
ond network slice to be accessed by the terminal, where
the first network slice is the same as or different from the
second network slice.
[0256] The terminal may further include a memory
1440, configured to store program code and data of the
terminal.
[0257] It should be noted that, the processor for per-
forming the foregoing radio access device or terminal in
the present invention may be a central processing unit
(CPU), a general purpose processor, a digital signal proc-
essor (digital signal processing, DSP), an application-
specific integrated circuit (application-specific integrated
circuit, ASIC), a field-programmable gate array (field-pro-
grammable gate array, FPGA) or another programmable
logic device, a transistor logic device, a hardware com-
ponent, or any combination thereof. The processor may
implement or execute various example logical blocks,
modules, and circuits described with reference to content
disclosed in the present invention. Alternatively, the proc-
essor may be a combination of processors implementing
a computing function, for example, a combination of one
or more microprocessors, or a combination of the DSP
and a microprocessor.
[0258] Further embodiments of the present invention
are provided in the following. It should be noted that the
numbering used in the following section does not neces-
sarily need to comply with the numbering used in the
previous sections.
[0259] Embodiment 1. A network slice selection meth-
od, wherein the method comprises:

obtaining, by a radio access device RAN, network
slice information;
sending, by the RAN, a first message to a terminal,
wherein the first message comprises the network
slice information;
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receiving, by the RAN, a first access request mes-
sage that is sent by the terminal after the terminal
selects, based on the network slice information, first
attribute information of a first network slice to be ac-
cessed by the terminal; and
determining, by the RAN based on the first attribute
information of the first network slice, a second net-
work slice to be accessed by the terminal.

[0260] Embodiment 2. The method according to em-
bodiment 1, wherein the obtaining, by a radio access
device RAN, network slice information specifically com-
prises:
obtaining, by the RAN, the network slice information from
a core network CN or operation, administration and main-
tenance OAM.
[0261] Embodiment 3. The method according to em-
bodiment 1, wherein the network slice information com-
prises second attribute information of at least one net-
work slice;
before the sending, by the RAN, a first message to a
terminal, the method further comprises:

determining, by the RAN, dedicated access resource
information of each network slice based on the sec-
ond attribute information of the at least one network
slice;
the sending, by the RAN, a first message to a termi-
nal specifically comprises:

sending, by the RAN, the first message to the
terminal, wherein the first message comprises
the second attribute information of the at least
one network slice and the dedicated access re-
source information of each network slice; and
the receiving, by the RAN, a first access request
message that is sent by the terminal after the
terminal selects, based on the network slice in-
formation, first attribute information of a first net-
work slice to be accessed by the terminal spe-
cifically comprises:
receiving, by the RAN, the first access request
message that is sent by the terminal after the
terminal selects, based on the second attribute
information of the at least one network slice and
the dedicated access resource information of
each network slice, the first attribute information
of the first network slice to be accessed by the
terminal.

[0262] Embodiment 4. The method according to em-
bodiment 1, wherein the network slice information com-
prises first identifier information of at least one network
slice;
the sending, by the RAN, a first message to a terminal
specifically comprises:

sending, by the RAN, the first message to the termi-

nal, wherein the first message comprises the first
identifier information of the at least one network slice;
and
the receiving, by the RAN, a first access request
message that is sent by the terminal after the terminal
selects, based on the network slice information, a
first network slice to be accessed by the terminal
specifically comprises:
receiving, by the RAN, the first access request mes-
sage that is sent by the terminal after the terminal
selects the first attribute information of the first net-
work slice based on the first identifier information of
the at least one network slice, wherein the first ac-
cess request message comprises first identifier in-
formation of the first network slice.

[0263] Embodiment 5. The method according to em-
bodiment 3 or 4, wherein before the sending, by the RAN,
a first message to a terminal, the method further com-
prises:

receiving, by the RAN, a third message sent by the
terminal, wherein the third message comprises indi-
cation information indicating that the terminal is to
access the RAN; and
sending, by the RAN, the first message to the termi-
nal based on the indication information.

[0264] Embodiment 6. The method according to em-
bodiment 1, wherein the network slice information com-
prises second attribute information of at least one net-
work slice;
before the sending, by the RAN, a first message to a
terminal, the method further comprises:

determining, by the RAN, dedicated access resource
information of the at least one network slice and com-
mon access resource information of the at least one
network slice based on the second attribute informa-
tion of the at least one network slice;
performing, by the RAN, preamble allocation on the
network slice based on the common access resource
information of the network slice, to obtain information
about a network slice group that is obtained through
grouping, common access resource information of
the network slice group, and a preamble correspond-
ing to the common access resource information of
the network slice group;
sending, by the RAN, a fourth message to the termi-
nal, wherein the fourth message comprises the com-
mon access resource information of the network
slice group, the information about the network slice
group, and the preamble corresponding to the com-
mon access resource information of the network
slice group;
receiving, by the RAN, a fifth message sent by the
terminal, wherein the fifth message comprises a pre-
amble of a network slice group that is to be accessed
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by the terminal and that is selected by the terminal
based on the common access resource information
of the network slice group, the information about the
network slice group, and the preamble correspond-
ing to the common access resource information of
the network slice group; and
determining, by the RAN based on the preamble of
the network slice group, the network slice group se-
lected by the terminal;
the sending, by the RAN, a first message to a termi-
nal specifically comprises:

sending, by the RAN, the first message to the
terminal based on the network slice group,
wherein the first message comprises dedicated
access resource information of each network
slice in the network slice group and second at-
tribute information of each network slice in the
network slice group; and
the receiving, by the RAN, a first access request
message that is sent by the terminal after the
terminal selects, based on the network slice in-
formation, first attribute information of a first net-
work slice to be accessed by the terminal spe-
cifically comprises:
receiving, by the RAN, the first access request
message that is sent by the terminal after the
terminal selects, based on the second attribute
information of the at least one network slice and
the dedicated access resource information of
each network slice, the first attribute information
of the first network slice to be accessed by the
terminal and dedicated access resource infor-
mation of the first network slice.

[0265] Embodiment 7. The method according to em-
bodiment 1, wherein the network slice information com-
prises second attribute information of at least one net-
work slice;
before the sending, by the RAN, a first message to a
terminal, the method further comprises:

determining, by the RAN, second identifier informa-
tion of each network slice based on the second at-
tribute information of the at least one network slice;
the sending, by the RAN, a first message to a termi-
nal specifically comprises:

sending, by the RAN, the first message to the
terminal, wherein the first message comprises
the second identifier information of each net-
work slice; and
the receiving, by the RAN, a first access request
message that is sent by the terminal after the
terminal selects, based on the network slice in-
formation, first attribute information of a first net-
work slice to be accessed by the terminal spe-
cifically comprises:

receiving, by the RAN, the first access request
message that is sent by the terminal after the
terminal selects second identifier information of
the first network slice based on the second iden-
tifier information of the at least one network slice
and the second attribute information of the at
least one network slice, wherein the first access
request message comprises the second identi-
fier information of the first network slice.

[0266] Embodiment 8. The method according to em-
bodiment 1, wherein (selection by the RAN)
the determining, by the RAN based on the first attribute
information of the first network slice, a second network
slice to be accessed by the terminal specifically compris-
es:

when radio resource information of a network slice
supported by the RAN does not satisfy a service
function supported by the first attribute information
of the first network slice, sending, by the RAN, an
access request rejection message to the terminal;
or selecting, by the RAN for the terminal, a second
network slice with a service function the same as
that supported by the first attribute information of the
first network slice, wherein the first network slice is
different from the second network slice; or
when radio resource information of a network slice
supported by the RAN satisfies a service function
supported by the first attribute information of the first
network slice, determining, by the RAN, the second
network slice to be accessed by the terminal, where-
in the first network slice is the same as the second
network slice.

[0267] Embodiment 9. The method according to em-
bodiment 1, wherein (selection by the RAN)

the first access request message further comprises
attribute information of the terminal; and
the determining, by the RAN based on the attribute
information of the first network slice, a second net-
work slice to be accessed by the terminal specifically
comprises:

when the attribute information of the terminal
does not satisfy a service function supported by
the first attribute information of the first network
slice, sending, by the RAN, an access request
rejection message to the terminal; or selecting,
by the RAN for the terminal, a second network
slice with a service function the same as that
supported by the first attribute information of the
first network slice, wherein the first network slice
is different from the second network slice; or
when the attribute information of the terminal
satisfies a service function supported by the at-
tribute information of the first network slice, de-
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termining, by the RAN, the second network slice
to be accessed by the terminal, wherein the first
network slice is the same as the second network
slice.

[0268] Embodiment 10. The method according to em-
bodiment 1, wherein the method further comprises:

sending, by the RAN, a second access request mes-
sage to the CN, wherein the second access request
message comprises first attribute information of the
second network slice that is to be accessed by the
terminal and that is determined by the RAN;
receiving, by the RAN, a second access response
message that is sent by the CN based on second
attribute information of the second network slice that
is to be accessed by the terminal and that is deter-
mined by the RAN; and
sending, by the RAN, a first access response mes-
sage to the terminal, wherein the first access re-
sponse message comprises the first attribute infor-
mation of the second network slice that is to be ac-
cessed by the terminal and that is selected by the
CN, so that the terminal accesses the second net-
work slice.

[0269] Embodiment 11. A network slice selection
method, wherein the method comprises:

receiving, by a terminal, a first message sent by a
RAN, wherein the first message comprises network
slice information obtained by the RAN;
selecting, by the terminal, first attribute information
of a to-be-accessed first network slice based on the
network slice information; and
sending, by the terminal, a first access request mes-
sage to the RAN based on the first attribute informa-
tion of the first network slice, so that the RAN deter-
mines a second network slice to be accessed by the
terminal.

[0270] Embodiment 12. The method according to em-
bodiment 11, wherein the network slice information com-
prises second attribute information of at least one net-
work slice;
the receiving, by a terminal, a first message sent by a
RAN specifically comprises:

receiving, by the terminal, the first message sent by
the RAN, wherein the first message comprises the
second attribute information of the at least one net-
work slice and dedicated access resource informa-
tion of each network slice that is determined by the
RAN based on the second attribute information of
the at least one network slice;
the selecting, by the terminal, first attribute informa-
tion of a to-be-accessed first network slice based on
the network slice information specifically comprises:

selecting, by the terminal, dedicated access re-
source information of the to-be-accessed first
network slice based on the second attribute in-
formation of the at least one network slice and
the dedicated access resource information of
each network slice; and
the sending, by the terminal, a first access re-
quest message to the RAN based on the first
attribute information of the first network slice
specifically comprises:
sending, by the terminal, the first access request
message to the RAN on a dedicated access re-
source of the first network slice based on the
dedicated access resource information of the
first network slice.

[0271] Embodiment 13. The method according to em-
bodiment 11, wherein the network slice information com-
prises first identifier information of at least one network
slice;
the receiving, by a terminal, a first message sent by a
RAN specifically comprises:

receiving, by the terminal, the first message sent by
the RAN, wherein the first message comprises the
first identifier information of the at least one network
slice;
the selecting, by the terminal, first attribute informa-
tion of a to-be-accessed first network slice based on
the network slice information specifically comprises:

selecting, by the terminal, first identifier informa-
tion of the to-be-accessed first network slice
based on the first identifier information of the at
least one network slice; and
the sending, by the terminal, a first access re-
quest message to the RAN based on the first
attribute information of the first network slice
specifically comprises:
sending, by the terminal, the first access request
message to the RAN based on the first identifier
information of the first network slice, wherein the
first access request message comprises the first
identifier information of the first network slice.

[0272] Embodiment 14. The method according to em-
bodiment 12 or 13, wherein before the receiving, by a
terminal, a first message sent by a RAN, the method fur-
ther comprises:

sending, by the terminal, a second message to the
RAN, wherein the second message comprises indi-
cation information indicating that the terminal is to
access the RAN; and
receiving, by the terminal, the first message that is
sent by the RAN based on the indication information.

[0273] Embodiment 15. The method according to em-
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bodiment 11, wherein the network slice information com-
prises second attribute information of at least one net-
work slice;
before the receiving, by a terminal, a first message sent
by a RAN, the method further comprises:

receiving, by the terminal, a third message sent by
the RAN, wherein the third message comprises com-
mon access resource information of the at least one
network slice and dedicated access resource infor-
mation of the at least one network slice that are de-
termined by the RAN based on the second attribute
information of the at least one network slice, and
information about a network slice group that is ob-
tained through grouping, common access resource
information of the network slice group, and a pream-
ble corresponding to the common access resource
information of the network slice group that are ob-
tained by the RAN by performing preamble allocation
on the network slice based on the common access
resource information of the network slice;
selecting, by the terminal, a to-be-accessed network
slice group based on the information about the net-
work slice group, the common access resource in-
formation of the network slice group, and the pream-
ble corresponding to the common access resource
information of the network slice group; and
sending, by the terminal, a fourth message to the
RAN, wherein the fourth message comprises a pre-
amble of the to-be-accessed network slice group;
the receiving, by a terminal, a first message sent by
a RAN specifically comprises:

receiving, by the terminal, the first message that
is sent by the RAN after the RAN determines
the network slice group based on the preamble
of the network slice group, wherein the first mes-
sage comprises dedicated access resource in-
formation of each network slice in the network
slice group and attribute information of each net-
work slice in the network slice group;
the selecting, by the terminal, first attribute in-
formation of a to-be-accessed first network slice
based on the network slice information specifi-
cally comprises:

selecting, by the terminal, dedicated access
resource information of the to-be-accessed
first network slice based on the dedicated
access resource information of each net-
work slice in the network slice group and
the attribute information of each network
slice in the network slice group; and
the sending, by the terminal, a first access
request message to the RAN based on the
first attribute information of the first network
slice specifically comprises:
sending, by the terminal, the first access re-

quest message to the RAN on a dedicated
access resource of the first network slice
based on the dedicated access resource in-
formation of the first network slice.

[0274] Embodiment 16. The method according to em-
bodiment 11, wherein the network slice information com-
prises second attribute information of at least one net-
work slice;
the receiving, by a terminal, a first message sent by a
RAN specifically comprises:

receiving, by the terminal, the first message sent by
the RAN, wherein the first message comprises sec-
ond identifier information of the at least one network
slice that is determined by the RAN based on the
second attribute information of the at least one net-
work slice;
the selecting, by the terminal, first attribute informa-
tion of a to-be-accessed first network slice based on
the network slice information specifically comprises:

selecting, by the terminal, second identifier in-
formation of the to-be-accessed first network
slice based on the second identifier information
of the at least one network slice; and
the sending, by the terminal, a first access re-
quest message to the RAN based on the first
attribute information of the first network slice
specifically comprises:
sending, by the terminal, the first access request
message to the RAN based on the second iden-
tifier information of the first network slice, where-
in the first access request message comprises
the second identifier information of the first net-
work slice.

[0275] Embodiment 17. The method according to em-
bodiment 11, wherein the network slice information com-
prises second attribute information of at least one net-
work slice; (selection by UE)
the selecting, by the terminal, first attribute information
of a to-be-accessed first network slice based on the net-
work slice information is specifically:
selecting, by the terminal, the first attribute information
of the to-be-accessed first network slice from the second
attribute information of the at least one network slice
based on attribute information of the terminal.
[0276] Embodiment 18. The method according to em-
bodiment 11, wherein the method further comprises:
receiving, by the terminal, a first access response mes-
sage that is sent by the RAN based on first attribute in-
formation of the second network slice, wherein the first
access response message comprises the first attribute
information of the second network slice that is to be ac-
cessed by the terminal and that is selected by a core
network CN, so that the terminal accesses the second
network slice.
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[0277] Embodiment 19. A radio access device, where-
in the device comprises:

a processor, configured to obtain network slice in-
formation;
a transmitter, configured to send a first message to
a terminal, wherein the first message comprises the
network slice information; and
a receiver, configured to receive a first access re-
quest message that is sent by the terminal after the
terminal selects, based on the network slice infor-
mation, first attribute information of a first network
slice to be accessed by the terminal, wherein
the processor is configured to determine, based on
the first attribute information of the first network slice,
a second network slice to be accessed by the termi-
nal.

[0278] Embodiment 20. The radio access device ac-
cording to embodiment 19, wherein the processor is spe-
cifically configured to obtain the network slice information
from a core network CN or operation, administration and
maintenance OAM.
[0279] Embodiment 21. The radio access device ac-
cording to embodiment 19, wherein the network slice in-
formation comprises second attribute information of at
least one network slice;

before the transmitter sends the first message to the
terminal, the processor is further configured to de-
termine dedicated access resource information of
each network slice based on the second attribute
information of the at least one network slice;
the transmitter is specifically configured to send, for
the RAN, the first message to the terminal, wherein
the first message comprises the second attribute in-
formation of the at least one network slice and the
dedicated access resource information of each net-
work slice; and
the receiver is specifically configured to receive the
first access request message that is sent by the ter-
minal after the terminal selects, based on the second
attribute information of the at least one network slice
and the dedicated access resource information of
each network slice, the first attribute information of
the first network slice to be accessed by the terminal.

[0280] Embodiment 22. The radio access device ac-
cording to embodiment 19, wherein the network slice in-
formation comprises first identifier information of at least
one network slice;

the transmitter is specifically configured to send the
first message to the terminal, wherein the first mes-
sage comprises the first identifier information of the
at least one network slice; and
the receiver is specifically configured to receive the
first access request message that is sent by the ter-

minal after the terminal selects the first attribute in-
formation of the first network slice based on the first
identifier information of the at least one network slice,
wherein the first access request message comprises
first identifier information of the first network slice.

[0281] Embodiment 23. The radio access device ac-
cording to embodiment 21 or 22, wherein before the
transmitter sends the first message to the terminal,

the receiver is further configured to receive a third
message sent by the terminal, wherein the third mes-
sage comprises indication information indicating that
the terminal is to access the RAN; and
the transmitter sends the first message to the termi-
nal based on the indication information.

[0282] Embodiment 24. The radio access device ac-
cording to embodiment 19, wherein the network slice in-
formation comprises second attribute information of at
least one network slice;

before the transmitter sends the first message to the
terminal, the processor is further configured to de-
termine dedicated access resource information of
the at least one network slice and common access
resource information of the at least one network slice
based on the second attribute information of the at
least one network slice;
the processor is further configured to perform pre-
amble allocation on the network slice based on the
common access resource information of the network
slice, to obtain information about a network slice
group that is obtained through grouping, common
access resource information of the network slice
group, and a preamble corresponding to the com-
mon access resource information of the network
slice group;
the transmitter is further configured to send a fourth
message to the terminal, wherein the fourth mes-
sage comprises the common access resource infor-
mation of the network slice group, the information
about the network slice group, and the preamble cor-
responding to the common access resource infor-
mation of the network slice group;
the receiver is further configured to receive a fifth
message sent by the terminal, wherein the fifth mes-
sage comprises a preamble of a network slice group
that is to be accessed by the terminal and that is
selected by the terminal based on the common ac-
cess resource information of the network slice group,
the information about the network slice group, and
the preamble corresponding to the common access
resource information of the network slice group; and
the processor is further configured to determine,
based on the preamble of the network slice group,
the network slice group selected by the terminal;
the transmitter is specifically configured to send the
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first message to the terminal based on the network
slice group, wherein the first message comprises
dedicated access resource information of each net-
work slice in the network slice group and second
attribute information of each network slice in the net-
work slice group; and
the receiver is specifically configured to receive the
first access request message that is sent by the ter-
minal after the terminal selects, based on the second
attribute information of the at least one network slice
and the dedicated access resource information of
each network slice, the first attribute information of
the first network slice to be accessed by the terminal
and dedicated access resource information of the
first network slice.

[0283] Embodiment 25. The radio access device ac-
cording to embodiment 19, wherein the network slice in-
formation comprises second attribute information of at
least one network slice;

before the transmitter sends the first message to the
terminal, the processor is further configured to de-
termine second identifier information of each net-
work slice based on the second attribute information
of the at least one network slice;
the transmitter is specifically configured to send the
first message to the terminal, wherein the first mes-
sage comprises the second identifier information of
each network slice; and
the receiver is specifically configured to receive the
first access request message that is sent by the ter-
minal after the terminal selects second identifier in-
formation of the first network slice based on the sec-
ond identifier information of the at least one network
slice and the second attribute information of the at
least one network slice, wherein the first access re-
quest message comprises the second identifier in-
formation of the first network slice.

[0284] Embodiment 26. The radio access device ac-
cording to embodiment 19, wherein the processor is spe-
cifically configured to: when radio resource information
of a network slice supported by the RAN does not satisfy
a service function supported by the first attribute infor-
mation of the first network slice, the processor instructs
the transmitter to send an access request rejection mes-
sage to the terminal; or the processor selects, for the
terminal, a second network slice with a service function
the same as that supported by the first attribute informa-
tion of the first network slice, wherein the first network
slice is different from the second network slice; or
when radio resource information of a network slice sup-
ported by the RAN satisfies a service function supported
by the first attribute information of the first network slice,
the processor determines the second network slice to be
accessed by the terminal, wherein the first network slice
is the same as the second network slice.

[0285] Embodiment 27. The radio access device ac-
cording to embodiment 19, wherein the first access re-
quest message further comprises attribute information
of the terminal;

the processor is specifically configured to: when the
attribute information of the terminal does not satisfy
a service function supported by the first attribute in-
formation of the first network slice, the processor in-
structs the transmitter to send an access request re-
jection message to the terminal; or the processor
selects, for the terminal, a second network slice with
a service function the same as that supported by the
first attribute information of the first network slice,
wherein the first network slice is different from the
second network slice; or
when the attribute information of the terminal satis-
fies a service function supported by the attribute in-
formation of the first network slice, the processor de-
termines the second network slice to be accessed
by the terminal, wherein the first network slice is the
same as the second network slice.

[0286] Embodiment 28. The radio access device ac-
cording to embodiment 19, wherein

the transmitter is further configured to send a second
access request message to the CN, wherein the sec-
ond access request message comprises first at-
tribute information of the second network slice that
is to be accessed by the terminal and that is deter-
mined by the processor;
the receiver is further configured to receive a second
access response message that is sent by the CN
based on second attribute information of the second
network slice that is to be accessed by the terminal
and that is determined by the processor; and
the transmitter is further configured to send a first
access response message to the terminal, wherein
the first access response message comprises the
first attribute information of the second network slice
that is to be accessed by the terminal and that is
selected by the CN, so that the terminal accesses
the second network slice.

[0287] Embodiment 29. A terminal, wherein the termi-
nal comprises:

a receiver, configured to receive a first message sent
by a RAN, wherein the first message comprises net-
work slice information obtained by the RAN;
a processor, configured to select first attribute infor-
mation of a to-be-accessed first network slice based
on the network slice information received by the re-
ceiver; and
a transmitter, configured to send a first access re-
quest message to the RAN based on the first attribute
information of the first network slice selected by the
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processor, so that the RAN determines a second net-
work slice to be accessed by the terminal.

[0288] Embodiment 30. The terminal according to em-
bodiment 29, wherein the network slice information com-
prises second attribute information of at least one net-
work slice;

the receiver is specifically configured to receive the
first message sent by the RAN, wherein the first mes-
sage comprises the second attribute information of
the at least one network slice and dedicated access
resource information of each network slice that is
determined by the RAN based on the second at-
tribute information of the at least one network slice;
the processor is specifically configured to select ded-
icated access resource information of the to-be-ac-
cessed first network slice based on the second at-
tribute information of the at least one network slice
and the dedicated access resource information of
each network slice; and
the transmitter is specifically configured to send the
first access request message to the RAN on a ded-
icated access resource of the first network slice
based on the dedicated access resource information
of the first network slice.

[0289] Embodiment 31. The terminal according to em-
bodiment 29, wherein the network slice information com-
prises first identifier information of at least one network
slice;

the receiver is specifically configured to receive the
first message sent by the RAN, wherein the first mes-
sage comprises the first identifier information of the
at least one network slice;
the processor is specifically configured to select first
identifier information of the to-be-accessed first net-
work slice based on the first identifier information of
the at least one network slice; and
the transmitter is specifically configured to send the
first access request message to the RAN based on
the first identifier information of the first network slice,
wherein the first access request message comprises
the first identifier information of the first network slice.

[0290] Embodiment 32. The terminal according to em-
bodiment 30 or 31, wherein before the receiver receives
the first message sent by the RAN,

the transmitter is further configured to send a second
message to the RAN, wherein the second message
comprises indication information indicating that the
terminal is to access the RAN; and
the receiver is further configured to receive the first
message that is sent by the RAN based on the indi-
cation information.

[0291] Embodiment 33. The terminal according to em-
bodiment 29, wherein the network slice information com-
prises second attribute information of at least one net-
work slice;

before the receiver receives the first message sent
by the RAN,
the receiver is further configured to receive a third
message sent by the RAN, wherein the third mes-
sage comprises common access resource informa-
tion of the at least one network slice and dedicated
access resource information of the at least one net-
work slice that are determined by the RAN based on
the second attribute information of the at least one
network slice, and information about a network slice
group that is obtained through grouping, common
access resource information of the network slice
group, and a preamble corresponding to the com-
mon access resource information of the network
slice group that are obtained by the RAN by perform-
ing preamble allocation on the network slice based
on the common access resource information of the
network slice;
the processor is further configured to select a to-be-
accessed network slice group based on the informa-
tion about the network slice group, the common ac-
cess resource information of the network slice group,
and the preamble corresponding to the common ac-
cess resource information of the network slice group;
and
the transmitter is further configured to send a fourth
message to the RAN, wherein the fourth message
comprises a preamble of the to-be-accessed net-
work slice group;
the receiver is specifically configured to receive the
first message that is sent by the RAN after the RAN
determines the network slice group based on the pre-
amble of the network slice group, wherein the first
message comprises dedicated access resource in-
formation of each network slice in the network slice
group and attribute information of each network slice
in the network slice group;
the processor is specifically configured to select ded-
icated access resource information of the to-be-ac-
cessed first network slice based on the dedicated
access resource information of each network slice
in the network slice group and the attribute informa-
tion of each network slice in the network slice group;
and
the transmitter is specifically configured to send the
first access request message to the RAN on a ded-
icated access resource of the first network slice
based on the dedicated access resource information
of the first network slice.

[0292] Embodiment 34. The terminal according to em-
bodiment 29, wherein the network slice information com-
prises second attribute information of at least one net-
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work slice;

the receiver is specifically configured to receive the
first message sent by the RAN, wherein the first mes-
sage comprises second identifier information of the
at least one network slice that is determined by the
RAN based on the second attribute information of
the at least one network slice;
the processor is specifically configured to select sec-
ond identifier information of the to-be-accessed first
network slice based on the second identifier infor-
mation of the at least one network slice; and
the transmitter is specifically configured to send the
first access request message to the RAN based on
the second identifier information of the first network
slice, wherein the first access request message com-
prises the second identifier information of the first
network slice.

[0293] Embodiment 35. The terminal according to em-
bodiment 29, wherein the network slice information com-
prises second attribute information of at least one net-
work slice; and
the processor is specifically configured to select the first
attribute information of the to-be-accessed first network
slice from the second attribute information of the at least
one network slice based on attribute information of the
terminal.
[0294] Embodiment 36. The terminal according to em-
bodiment 29, wherein the receiver is further configured
to receive a first access response message that is sent
by the RAN based on first attribute information of the
second network slice, wherein the first access response
message comprises the first attribute information of the
second network slice that is to be accessed by the ter-
minal and that is selected by a core network CN, so that
the terminal accesses the second network slice.
[0295] A person skilled in the art may be further aware
that, in combination with the examples described in the
embodiments disclosed in this specification, units and
algorithm steps may be implemented by electronic hard-
ware, computer software, or a combination thereof. To
clearly describe interchangeability between the hard-
ware and the software, the foregoing has generally de-
scribed compositions and steps of each example based
on functions. Whether the functions are performed by
hardware or software depends on particular applications
and design constraint conditions of the technical solu-
tions. A person skilled in the art may use different meth-
ods to implement the described functions for each par-
ticular application, but it should not be considered that
the implementation goes beyond the scope of the present
invention.
[0296] A person of ordinary skill in the art may under-
stand that all or some of the steps in each of the foregoing
method of the embodiments may be implemented by a
program instructing a processor. The foregoing program
may be stored in a computer readable storage medium.

The storage medium is a non-transitory (non-transitory)
medium, such as a random access memory, a read-only
memory, a flash memory, a hard disk, a solid state drive,
a magnetic tape (magnetic tape), a floppy disk (floppy
disk), an optical disc (optical disc), or any combination
thereof.
[0297] The foregoing descriptions are merely example
embodiments of the present invention, but are not intend-
ed to limit the protection scope of the present invention.
Any variation or replacement readily figured out by a per-
son skilled in the art within the technical scope disclosed
in the present invention shall fall within the protection
scope of the present invention. Therefore, the protection
scope of the present invention shall be subject to the
protection scope of the claims.

Claims

1. A network slice selection method performed by a ter-
minal, wherein the method comprises:

receiving a network slice information from a ra-
dio access network, RAN, wherein the network
slice information comprising an attribute infor-
mation of at least two different network slices;
and,
sending a first access request message to the
RAN, wherein the first access request message
comprises a attribute information of a first net-
work slice of the at least two different network
slices.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the first access re-
quest message indicates slice information to be ac-
cessed by the terminal.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the network slice
information comprises a first attribute information of
at least two different network slices, the first attribute
information includes one or more of the following:

identifier information of the first network slice;
an indication of dedicated access resource in-
formation;
a preamble of the first network slice;
a signal of the first network slice; or
a sequence of the first network slice.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the first access re-
quest message comprises a attribute information
comprises a second attribute information of the first
network slice, the second attribute information of the
first network slice includes one or more of the follow-
ing:

identifier information of the first network slice;
an indication of dedicated access resource in-
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formation;
a preamble of the first network slice;
a signal of the first network slice; or
a sequence of the first network slice.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the first access re-
quest message is an RRC connection request mes-
sage or an RRC connection setup complete mes-
sage.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the first attribute in-
formation comprises attribute information of the ter-
minal.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the network slice
information is comprised in a broadcast system mes-
sage or an access response message.

8. A network slice selection method performed by a ra-
dio access network, RAN, wherein the method com-
prises:

sending a network slice information to a termi-
nal, wherein the network slice information com-
prising an attribute information of at least two
different network slices; and,
receiving a first access request message from
the terminal, wherein the first access request
message comprises a attribute information of a
first network slice of the at least two different
network slices.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the first access re-
quest message indicates slice information to be ac-
cessed by the terminal.

10. The method of claim 8, wherein the network slice
information comprises a first attribute information of
at least two different network slices, the first attribute
information includes one or more of the following:

identifier information of the first network slice;
an indication of dedicated access resource in-
formation;
a preamble of the first network slice;
a signal of the first network slice; or
a sequence of the first network slice.

11. The method of claim 8, wherein the first access re-
quest message comprises a attribute information
comprises a second attribute information of the first
network slice, the second attribute information of the
first network slice includes one or more of the follow-
ing:

identifier information of the first network slice;
an indication of dedicated access resource in-
formation;

a preamble of the first network slice;
a signal of the first network slice; or
a sequence of the first network slice.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the first access re-
quest message is an RRC connection request mes-
sage or an RRC connection setup complete mes-
sage.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein the first attribute in-
formation comprises attribute information of the ter-
minal.

14. A terminal, wherein the terminal is configured to im-
plement the method of any one of claims 1 to 7.

15. A radio access network, RAN, wherein the RAN is
configured to implement the method of any one of
claims 8 to 13.
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