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(57)  Anarmchair (1) for use in multi-purpose rooms,
lecture halls or classrooms, comprising:

a backrest (3);

two flanks (4, 5) extending on two opposite sides of the
backrest (3) moving away therefrom;

a table (7) fitted to one of the two flanks (4, 5);
overturning means (8) for overturning the table (7) rela-
tive to the corresponding flank (4, 5), so that said table

S

ARMCHAIR FOR USE IN MULTI-PURPOSE ROOMS, LECTURE HALLS OR CLASSROOMS

(7) can move from a rest configuration, in which it is ar-
ranged to the side of the flank (4, 5), to a work configu-
ration, in which itis arranged transversely to the flank (4,
5) to define a rest plane and vice versa.

The table (7) is slidably mounted on the correspond-
ing flank (4, 5) so as to slide towards/away from the back-
rest (3).
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Description

[0001] The presentinvention relates to an armchair for
use in multi-purpose rooms, lecture halls or classrooms.
In particular, the armchair is of the single type. Different
models of armchairs are known for use in lecture halls,
university classrooms or multi-purpose rooms. Among
these, some are provided with a table that can be over-
turned between a closed configuration, in which it is ver-
tical and side by side with the chair, and a work config-
uration, in which it is used as a support. The movement
of the table between the two configurations takes place
by means of two sequential rotations with respect to two
axes that are orthogonal to each other.

[0002] The main drawback of the known solutions is
that the position of the table with respect to the user is
not customisable. This causes discomfort in some peo-
ple, especially large people or pregnant women.

[0003] There is a need in the sector for a solution that
solves this problem.

[0004] In this context, the technical task underlying the
present invention is to propose an armchair for use in
multi-purpose rooms, lecture halls or classrooms, which
overcomes the drawbacks of the prior art mentioned
above.

[0005] In particular, an object of the present invention
is to propose an armchair for use in multi-purpose rooms,
lecture halls or classrooms, in which the position of the
table is adaptable to the needs of the user.

[0006] Another object of the present invention is to
make available an armchair for use in multi-purpose
rooms, lecture halls or classrooms, which is safe and
comfortable for the user.

[0007] The stated technical task and the specified ob-
jects are substantially achieved by an armchair for use
in multi-purpose rooms, lecture halls or classrooms, com-
prising:

a backrest;

two flanks extending on two opposite sides of the
backrest moving away therefrom;

a table fitted to one of the two flanks;

overturning means for overturning the table relative
to the corresponding flank, so that said table can
move from a rest configuration, in which itis arranged
to the side of the flank, to a work configuration, in
whichitis arranged transversely to the flank to define
a rest plane and vice versa.

[0008] The table is slidably mounted on the corre-
sponding flank so as to slide towards/away from the back-
rest.

[0009] In accordance with one embodiment, the arm-
chair comprises a guide fitted along the corresponding
flank and a sliding block slidably mounted on the guide.
The table is connected to the sliding block.

[0010] In accordance with one embodiment, the guide
extends along the flank between a first end and a second
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end that define respectively a minimum distance position
and a maximum distance position thatthe table can adopt
with respect to the backrest.

[0011] In accordance with one embodiment, the guide
is a rail.
[0012] In accordance with one embodiment, the arm-

chair comprises a rod mounted on the sliding block, said
rod so extending as to partially protrude from the sliding
block, said table being mounted on the protruding portion
ofthe rod. In accordance with one embodiment, the over-
turning means is located interposed between the rod and
the table.

[0013] In accordance with one embodiment, the over-
turning means comprises one or more anti-panic joints.
[0014] In accordance with one embodiment, the table
has dimensions such that, in the work configuration, an
end thereof rests on the flank opposite the flank to which
it is fitted.

[0015] Preferably, the overturning means is shaped to
impose on the table, in the passage from the rest config-
uration to the work configuration, two sequential rotations
relative to two axes that are orthogonal to one another.
Preferably, in the rest position the table is substantially
parallel to the corresponding flank.

[0016] Furtherfeatures and advantages of the present
invention will become more apparent from the following
indicative, and hence non-limiting, description of a pre-
ferred, but not exclusive, embodiment of an armchair for
use in multi-purpose rooms, lecture halls or classrooms,
as illustrated in the accompanying drawings in which:

- figures 1-6 illustrate perspective views of an arm-
chair for use in multi-purpose rooms, lecture halls or
classrooms, according to the present invention, in
different configurations;

- figure 7 illustrates a top view of the armchair of figure
1.

[0017] With reference to the figures, the number 1 in-
dicates an armchair for use in multi-purpose rooms, lec-
ture halls or classrooms.

[0018] Typically, an armchair comprises a body 2
formed by a backrest 3, two flanks 4, 5 extending on two
opposite sides of the backrest 3 moving away therefrom
and a seating 6.

[0019] In the illustrated embodiment, the armchair is
of the tub type. In this context, "tub" armchair means a
type of armchair in which the seat is delimited by a back-
rest and by two flanks that extend substantially as far as
the ground (apart from feet or rest wheels). The upper
part of the flanks defines the area of the armrests.
[0020] Nevertheless, the presentinvention finds appli-
cation in other types of single-type armchairs.

[0021] Preferably, the flanks 4, 5 are cold-foamed. Al-
ternatively, the flanks 4, 5 are made of another type of
polyurethane.

[0022] Preferably, the backrest 3 is flexible. For exam-
ple, the backrest 3 comprises harmonic iron straps.
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[0023] The armchair 1 comprises atable 7 fitted to one
of the two flanks 4, 5.
[0024] The armchair 1 comprises overturning means
8 for overturning the table 7 relative to the corresponding
flank 4, 5. The table 7 can be moved between two "limit"
configurations, that is:

- arest configuration, in which it is arranged laterally
to the corresponding flank 4, 5;

- a work configuration, in which it is arranged trans-
versely to the corresponding flank 4, 5.

[0025] In the work configuration, the table 7 defines a
rest plane.

[0026] In particular, the rest configuration is a non-use
configuration.

[0027] Preferably, the table 7 has a predominantly pla-
nar extension.

[0028] Preferably, in the rest configuration, the table 7

has a prevalent extension along a first direction. Prefer-
ably, the first direction is substantially vertical.

[0029] Preferably, in the rest configuration, the table 7
has extension along an extension direction in height of
the flank 4, 5.

[0030] Preferably, in the rest configuration the table 7
is substantially parallel to the flank 4, 5.

[0031] Preferably, in the work configuration the table
7 has a prevalent extension along a second direction.
Preferably, the second direction is substantially horizon-
tal.

[0032] Preferably, in the work configuration the table
7 has an extension between one flank 4, 5 and the other.
[0033] Preferably, in the work configuration the table
7 is substantially parallel to the seating 6.

[0034] Preferably, in the work configuration the table
7 is substantially parallel to a floor or to a rest surface.
[0035] Preferably, the table 7 has dimensions such
that, in the work configuration, an end thereof rests on
the flank 4, 5 opposite the flank to which it is fitted. This
increases safety and prevents the table 7 from bending.
[0036] In the preferred embodiment, the table 7 is
about 60 centimetres long. In fact, the table 7 used in the
present invention is referred to as a large table. Length
refers to the dimension that, in the work configuration,
extends between a flank 4,5 and the other.

[0037] The overturning means 8 is of known type and
will not be further described. Preferably, the overturning
means 8 is shaped to impose on the table 7, in the pas-
sage from the rest configuration to the work configuration,
two sequential rotations relative to two axes that are or-
thogonal to one another. Asis known, each rotation takes
place thanks to a joint.

[0038] As illustrated in sequence in figures 2, 3, 5, the
table 7 starts from the rest configuration, is first over-
turned into a position with vertical extension upwards and
subsequently brought into the work configuration.
[0039] For example, document EP1537806A1 de-
scribes one of the many possibilities available to the per-
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son skilled in the art to make the overturning means,
known per se.

[0040] Preferably, the overturning means 8 comprises
one or more joints of the anti-panic type. This means that
the return to the rest configuration is automatic. These
joints are of a known type and will not be described fur-
ther.

[0041] Originally, the table 7 is slidably mounted on the
corresponding flank 4, 5 so as to slide towards/away from
the backrest 3.

[0042] This can happen both in the rest configuration
and in the work configuration. In particular, figures 1 and
2 illustrate the possibility of sliding in the rest configura-
tion. Figures 5 and 6 illustrate the possibility of sliding in
the work configuration.

[0043] In the embodiment described and illustrated
herein, the armchair 1 comprises a guide 9 fitted to the
flank 4, 5 and a sliding block 10 slidably mounted on the
guide 9. The table 7 is connected to the sliding block 10
so that it can slide along the guide 9.

[0044] In the illustrated embodiment, the guide 9 is a
rail.
[0045] Suitably, the guide 9 has extension along an

extension direction of the flank 4, 5 moving away from
the backrest 3.

[0046] In particular, the flank 4, 5 extends along a
height direction and a width direction that are orthogonal
to each other. The height direction is a direction in which
the distance from a rest surface or floor increases (or
decreases, depending on the direction in which it is con-
sidered) progressively. The width direction is an exten-
sion direction substantially parallel to the rest surface or
floor.

[0047] The guide 9 has extension along a width direc-
tion of the corresponding flank 4, 5.

[0048] Preferably, the guide 9 is mounted on an upper
portion of the flank 4, 5.

[0049] Preferably, the guide 9 extends along the flank
4, 5 between a first end 9a and a second end 9b that
define respectively a minimum distance position and a
maximum distance position that the table 7 can adopt
with respect to the backrest 3.

[0050] Preferably, the chair 1 comprises a rod 11
mounted on the sliding block 10 so as to partially protrude
therefrom. The table 7 is mounted on the protruding por-
tion of the rod 11.

[0051] Preferably, the overturning means 8 is located
interposed between the rod 11 and the table 7. In other
words, the table 7 is mounted on the rod 11 by means of
the overturning means 8.

[0052] In the figures, the guide 9, the sliding block 10
and the table 7 are illustrated by way of example mounted
on the right flank. There is no obstacle for them to be
mounted on the left flank.

[0053] The characteristics of the armchair for use in
multi-purpose rooms, lecture halls or classrooms accord-
ing to the present invention emerge clearly from the
above description, as do the advantages.
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[0054] In particular, the possibility of sliding the table
towards/away with respect to the backrest makes the use
of the armchair comfortable and functional for any user,
even with above-average builds, including pregnant
women.

[0055] The presence of an anti-panic system and the
possibility of resting the table on the opposite flank con-
tribute to the safety of the armchair.

Claims

1. Anarmchair (1) for use in multi-purpose rooms, lec-
ture halls or classrooms, comprising:

a backrest (3);

two flanks (4, 5) extending on two opposite sides
of the backrest (3) moving away therefrom;

a table (7) fitted to one of the two flanks (4, 5);
overturning means (8) for overturning the table
(7) relative to the corresponding flank (4, 5), so
that said table (7) can move from a rest config-
uration, in which it is arranged to the side of the
flank (4, 5), to a work configuration, in which it
is arranged transversely to the flank (4, 5) to
define a rest plane and vice versa,
characterised in that said table (7) is slidably
mounted on the corresponding flank (4, 5) so as
to slide towards/away from the backrest (3).

2. The armchair (1) according to claim 1, comprising a
guide (9) fitted along the corresponding flank (4, 5)
and a sliding block (10) slidably mounted on the
guide (9), said table (7) being connected to the sliding
block (10).

3. The armchair (1) according to claim 2, wherein the
guide (9) extends along the flank (4, 5) between a
first end (9a) and a second end (9b) that define re-
spectively a minimum distance position and a max-
imum distance position that the table (7) can adopt
with respect to the backrest.

4. The armchair (1) according to claim 2 or 3, wherein
the guide (9) is a rail.

5. Thearmchair (1) according to claim 2 or 3 or 4, com-
prising a rod (11) mounted on the sliding block (10),
said rod (11) so extending as to partially protrude
from the sliding block (10), said table (7) being
mounted on the protruding portion of the rod (11).

6. The armchair (1) according to claim 5, wherein said
overturning means (8)is located interposed between
the rod (11) and the table (7).

7. The armchair (1) according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the overturning means (8)
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10.

comprises one or more anti-panic joints.

The armchair (1) according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the table (7) has such dimen-
sions that in the work configuration an end thereof
rests on the flank (4, 5) opposite the flank to which
it is fitted.

The armchair (1) according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein said overturning means (8)
is shaped so as to impose on the table (7), in the
passage from the rest configuration to the work con-
figuration, two sequential rotations relative to two ax-
es that are orthogonal to one another.

The armchair (1) according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein in the rest position the table
(7) is substantially parallel to the corresponding flank
(4, 5).
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