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(67) A dock (300) and a wireless hand-held re-
mote-control device (200), for controlling various sec-
tions of a powered chair, is disclosed, wherein the dock
(300) is adapted to be incorporated within, for example,
an arm section of the powered chair, while the wireless
hand-held remote-control device (200) is adapted to be
inserted into the dock (300) so as not to be lost or mis-
placed. The wireless hand-held remote-control device
(200) has a plurality of control buttons disposed upon the
primary or upper face portion (216) thereof so as to con-
trol various sections of the powered chair, such as, for

example, the headrest section, the back section, a lum-
bar support section, and a footrest section. In addition,
control buttons for the aforenoted sections of the pow-
ered chair are also disposed upon a front sidewall portion
(212) of the wireless hand-held remote-control device
(200) such that the various sections of the powered chair
can be controlled both when the wireless hand-held re-
mote-control device (200) is disposed within the dock
(300) or when the wireless hand-held remote-control de-
vice (200) has been removed from the dock (300).
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The presentinvention relates to wireless hand-
held remote control devices for controlling various pow-
ered devices, and a dock within which the wireless hand-
held remote-control device can be placed so as to store
the wireless hand-held remote-control device when it is
notbeing used, as well as to prevent the same from being
misplaced, and more particularly to a new and improved
wireless hand-held remote-control device, and a dock
therefor, which is particularly adapted to control powered
lift chairs, powered recliner chairs, or powered lounger
chairs.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Powered lift chairs, powered recliner chairs,
and powered lounger chairs are often found in residential
home living rooms, family rooms, dens, offices, and bed-
rooms, as well as within business offices. Such chairs
often come equipped with various different types of hand-
held remote-control devices so as to control various sec-
tions of the particular chair in order to move one or more
sections of the chair to particularly desired positions. For
example, a footrest section of the chair may be moved
to an elevated position or to a lowered position, the back-
rest section of the chair may be moved to an upright po-
sition or to any one of a multiplicity of reclined positions,
a headrest section of the chair may be moved to various
positions in conjunction with the movement of the back-
rest section of the chair, and a lumbar support section of
the chair may be moved to a particular position so as to
provide desired supportto a person’s lumbar region while
sitting within the chair. The various different hand-held
remote-control devices are essentially similar to each
other in that they have various different buttons for con-
trolling the movements of the footrest, the backrest, the
headrest, and the lumbar support sections of the chair,
however, some hand-held remote-control devices are
hard-wired to the chair, while others are wireless. Obvi-
ously, if the hand-held remote-control device is hard-
wired to the chair, it can be somewhat restrictive in its
use depending upon its length, or due to the fact that the
wire connecting the hand-held remote-control device to
the chair can become entangled with a moving section
of the chair, or with an object external to and totally dis-
sociated from the chair.

[0003] Accordingly, wireless hand-held remote-control
devices have become more prevalent. However, wire-
less hand-held remote-control devices present their own
problems or inconveniences. Being wireless, and there-
fore totally independent of the various chair sections that
they are controlling, they can obviously be located any-
where. Accordingly, they may become inadvertently
wedged between different cushions or sections of the
chair. Alternatively, they may be placed upon a table ad-
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jacent to the chair and then inadvertently covered by
something which has also been placed upon the table.
Still further, they may be dislodged from the table and
fall onto the floor without the person, sitting within the
chair, realizing what has happened to the remote-control
device, and so the person, sitting in the chair, believes
that the remote-control device has been misplaced or
temporarily lost, thereby requiring the person, or some-
one else in the household or office, to expend time
searching for the remote-control device. Yet further,
since a wireless hand-held remote-control device oper-
ates upon battery power, in lieu of electrical power de-
rived from an electrical wall socket wherein the hand-
held remote-control device would be connected to the
electrical wall socket by means of an electrical power
cord, the battery of the wireless remote-control device
needs to be periodically recharged. While recharging de-
vices currently exist for recharging other devices, such
as, for example, cell phones, they are independent de-
vices which would not be readily adaptable for use with
powered chairs in thatthe recharging devices would have
to be placed upon some external surface of the chair, or
upon a table or stand located adjacent to the chair.
[0004] A need therefore exists in the art for a new and
improved wireless hand-held remote-control device. An-
other need exists in the art for a new and improved dock
for housing the new and improved wireless hand-held
remote-control device such that the new and improved
wireless hand-held remote-control device does not get
misplaced. Yet another need exists in the art for a new
and improved dock for housing the new and improved
wireless hand-held remote-control device such that the
new and improved wireless hand-held remote-control de-
vice does not get misplaced and can be periodically re-
charged. Still another need exists in the art for a new and
improved dock for housing the new and improved wire-
less hand-held remote-control device such that the new
and improved wireless hand-held remote-control device
does not get misplaced and can be periodically re-
charged, and wherein the new and improved dock and
new and improved wireless hand-held remote-control de-
vice assembly can be readily incorporated within the
overall structure of a powered lift chair, a powered reclin-
ing chair, or a powered lounger chair.

OVERALL OBJECTIVES OF THE INVENTION

[0005] An overall objective of the present invention is
to provide a new and improved wireless hand-held re-
mote-control device. Another overall objective of the
present invention is to provide a new and improved dock
for housing the new and improved wireless hand-held
remote-control device such that the new and improved
wireless hand-held remote-control device does not get
misplaced. Yet another overall objective of the present
invention is to provide a new and improved dock for hous-
ing the new and improved wireless hand-held remote-
control device such that the new and improved wireless
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hand-held remote-control device does not get misplaced
and can be periodically recharged. Still another overall
objective of the present invention is to provide a new and
improved dock for housing the new and improved wire-
less hand-held remote-control device such that the new
and improved wireless hand-held remote-control device
does not get misplaced and can be periodically re-
charged, and wherein the new and improved dock and
new andimproved wireless hand-held remote-control de-
vice assembly can be readily incorporated within the
overall structure of a powered lift chair, a powered reclin-
ing chair, or a powered lounger chair.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] Inaccordance with the principles and teachings
of the present invention, there is disclosed a wireless
hand-held remote-control device, and a dock for housing
the wireless hand-held remote-control device, wherein
the dock is adapted to be fixedly secured or incorporated
within the overall structure of a powered lift chair, a pow-
ered reclining chair, or a powered lounger chair, more
particularly within one of the arm sections of the chair.
More specifically, the dock comprises a hollow box hav-
ing the configuration of a substantially rectangular par-
allelepiped, defined by a longitudinal extent and a trans-
verse extent, with a substantially oval or elliptically
shaped flanged portion fixedly formed or defined upon
the front face or front wall thereof, and a slot formed within
the front face or wall of the dock and extending into the
hollow box. When the dock is fixedly secured or incorpo-
rated within one of the arm sections of the powered lift
chair, the powered reclining chair, or the powered lounger
chair, the flanged front face or wall of the dock will en-
gage, and effectively be flush with, an outer surface por-
tion of one of the chair arms while the wireless hand-held
remote-control device is adapted to be inserted through
the slot and into the hollow interior of the dock so as to
be stored therewithin. It is also noted that the wireless
hand-held remote-control device is secured within the
dock by a magnetic interface defined between a pair of
magnets incorporated which are within or upon an interior
rear wall portion of the dock, and a pair of ferromagnetic
plates which are incorporated within a rear side wall por-
tion of the wireless hand-held remote-control device. Still
yet further, the interior rear wall portion of the dock and
the rear side wall portion of the wireless hand-held re-
mote-control device are also provided with suitable elec-
trical charging interface components whereby when the
wireless hand-held remote-control device is disposed
within the dock, the batteries of the wireless hand-held
remote-control device can automatically be charged
such that the wireless hand-held remote-control device
always has sufficient electrical power to emit control sig-
nals when and as may be desired to control the move-
ments of the various components or sections of the pow-
ered lift chair, the powered reclining chair, or the powered
lounger chair, such as, for example, the footrest, the
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backrest, headrest, and the lumbar support section of
the chair.

[0007] Inaddition, the primary orupper face of the wire-
less hand-held remote-control device is provided with a
plurality of control buttons for controlling the movements
of various sections of the chair, such as, for example, the
footrest, the backrest, the headrest, and the lumbar sup-
port section of the chair, and, still further, a side wall por-
tion of the wireless hand-held remote-control device also
includes a plurality of control buttons for controlling the
movements of the various sections of the chair, such as,
for example, the footrest, the backrest, and the headrest
section of the chair. In this manner, the movements of
the footrest, backrest, and the headrest sections can be
controlled both when the wireless hand-held remote-con-
trol device is inserted into, and disposed within, the dock,
or when the wireless hand-held remote-control device
has been removed from the dock. Lastly, one end of the
interior lower wall portion of the dock is provided with a
smoothly curved, upwardly extending bump or convex
projection, and correspondingly, one end of the lower
face of the wireless hand-held remote-control device is
provided with a transversely extending concave recess
for accommodating the curved bump or convex projec-
tion of the dock, or more particularly, to permit the wire-
less hand-held remote-control device to be inserted into
the dock. In this manner, the wireless hand-held remote-
control device can only be inserted into the dock in a
predetermined manner or orientation so as to ensure that
the magnetic and charging interfaces are properly
aligned with each other, as well as to ensure that the
sidewall portion of the wireless hand-held remote-control
device, having the various control buttons mounted op-
eratively thereon, is accessible to the person, sitting in
the chair, when the wireless hand-held remote-control
device is disposed within the dock.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008] Various otherfeatures and attendant advantag-
es of the present invention will be more fully appreciated
from the following detailed description when considered
in connection with the accompanying drawings in which
like reference characters designate like or corresponding
parts throughout the several views, and wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a front, right side, perspective view of
a conventional PRIOR ART powered chair which
may be a powered lift chair, a powered reclining
chair, or a powered lounger chair;

FIGURE 2 is a front, right side, perspective view of
a new and improved dock, and a new and improved
wireless, hand-held remote-control device wherein
the new and improved wireless hand-held remote-
control device is adapted to be inserted into and
housed within the new and improved dock when the
new and improved wireless hand-held remote-con-
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trol device is to be stored;

FIGURE 3 is a side elevational view showing the
new and improved wireless hand-held remote-con-
trol device disposed within the new and improved
dock when the new and improved wireless hand-
held remote-control device is to be stored within the
new and improved dock;

FIGURE 4 is an enlarged, side elevational detailed
view of the new and improved dock and one side of
the new and improved wireless hand-held remote-
control device illustrating the magnetic interface
components of the new and improved dock and the
new and improved wireless hand-held remote-con-
trol device, as well as the charging interface compo-
nents of the new and improved dock and the new
and improved wireless hand-held remote-control de-
vice;

FIGURE 5 is an enlarged front elevational view of a
first embodiment of the new and improved wireless
hand-held remote-control device illustrating the var-
ious control buttons mounted thereon; and

FIGURE 6 is an enlarged front elevational view of a
second embodiment of the new and improved wire-
less hand-held remote-control device illustrating the
various control buttons mounted thereon.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENT

[0009] With reference first being made to FIGURE 1,
a conventional, PRIOR ART, powered lift chair, powered
reclining chair, or a powered lounger chair is disclosed
andis generally indicated by the reference character 100.
The chair 100 is seen to comprises a seat section 102,
aback section 104 which may be moved between various
positions between an upright position and one or more
reclined positions, a lumbar support section 106 which
is effectively part of the backrest section 104 but which
is positionally located, and independently operated, so
as to be capable of engaging the lumbar region of the
back of the torso of the person seated in the chair 100
so as to provide various degrees of lumbar support as
may be desired, and a headrest section 108 which may
be moved to various positions as desired by a person
seated in the chair 100 such that the headrest section
108 is disposed at a particular position that the person
seated in the chair 100 finds most comfortable. In addi-
tion, the chair 100 further comprises a footrest section
110 which, in a manner similar to that of the headrest
section 108, may be moved to various positions as de-
sired by a person seated in the chair 100 such that the
footrest section 110 is disposed at a position that the
person seated in the chair 100 finds most comfortable.
Lastly, the chair 100 comprises a pair of oppositely dis-
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posed arm sections 112,114.

[0010] Turning now to the present invention, with ref-
erence being made to FIGURES 2-4, and in accordance
with the principles and teachings of the present invention,
there is disclosed a wireless hand-held remote-control
device whichis generally indicated by the reference char-
acter 200, and a dock, for housing the wireless hand-
held remote-control device 200 when the wireless hand-
held remote-control device 200 is to be stored within the
dock, wherein the dock is generally indicated by the ref-
erence character 300. More particularly, the dock 300 is
adapted to be fixedly secured or incorporated within the
overall structural framework of a powered lift chair, a pow-
ered reclining chair, or a powered lounger chair, more
particularly within one of the left and right, oppositely dis-
posed arm sections 112,114 of the chair 100. More spe-
cifically, it is seen that the dock 300 effectively comprises
a hollow box or housing portion 302, which has the con-
figuration of that of a substantially rectangular parallele-
piped as defined along a longitudinal extent or axis L and
atransverse extent or axis W. The front of the hollow box
or housing portion 302 ofthe dock 300 is seen to comprise
a substantially oval or elliptically shaped flanged wall por-
tion 304 which is fixedly formed or integrally defined upon
the front face or wall of the box or housing portion 302,
and an elongated slot 306 is formed or defined within the
flanged front face or wall portion 304 of the box or housing
portion 302 so as to extend inwardly into the interior of
the hollow box or housing portion 302. When the box or
housing portion 302 of the dock 300 is adapted to be
fixedly secured orincorporated within one of the arm sec-
tions 112,114 of the chair 100, the flanged front face or
wall portion 304 of the dock 300 will engage, and effec-
tively be flush with, an outer surface portion of one of the
arm sections 112,114 of the chair 100, while the wireless
hand-held remote-control device 200, also having a con-
figuration which is that of a rectangular parallelepiped, is
adapted to be inserted through the slot 306 of the flanged
front face or wall portion 304 of the dock 300 and moved
into the hollow interior of the box or housing portion 302
so as to be stored therewithin as can best be appreciated
from FIGURE 3. As will be more fully discussed in detail
hereinafter, the slot 306 effectively has a wider width di-
mension at its central portion, as compared to the width
dimensions at it end portions so as to accommodate the
various control buttons as disclosed in FIGURE 2 and as
more fully discussed in FIGURE 5.

[0011] With reference now being made to FIGURE 4,
itis also noted that the wireless hand-held remote-control
device 200 is adapted to be secured within the dock 300
by a magnetic interface defined between the dock 300
and the wireless hand-held remote-control device 200.
More particularly, as can be readily seen and appreciated
from FIGURE 4, a pair of laterally spaced magnets 308
are incorporated within, or mounted upon, aninterior rear
wall portion of the dock 300, and a pair of laterally spaced
ferromagnetic plates 202 are mounted upon or incorpo-
rated within a rear side wall portion 204 of the wireless
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hand-held remote-control device 200 such that when the
wireless hand-held remote-control device 200 is inserted
into the dock 300, the pair of laterally spaced ferromag-
netic plates 202 of the wireless hand-held remote-control
device 200, mounted upon the rear side wall portion 204
of the wireless hand-held remote-control device 200, will
be properly aligned with the pair of laterally spaced mag-
nets 308 incorporated within, or mounted upon, the inte-
rior rear wall portion of the dock 300 thereby fixedly hold-
ing or retaining the wireless hand-held remote-control
device 200 within the dock 300. Continuing still further,
itis also seen that the interior rear wall portion of the dock
300 has a first electrical charging interface 310 incorpo-
rated therein or mounted thereon, and the rear side wall
portion 204 of the wireless hand-held remote-control de-
vice 200 is corresponding provided with a second elec-
trical charging interface 206 whereby when the wireless
hand-held remote-control device 200 is disposed within
the dock 300, the batteries of the wireless hand-held re-
mote-control device 200 can automatically be charged
such that the wireless hand-held remote-control device
200 always has sufficient electrical power to emit control
signals when and as may be desired to control the move-
ments of various sections of the chair 100, such as, for
example, the footrest section 110, the backrest section
104, the headrest section 108, and the lumbar support
section 106. The batteries may be any type of suitable
re-chargeable batteries, such as, for example, lithium-
ion batteries. It is lastly seen that one end of the interior
lower wall portion 312 of the dock 300 is provided with a
smoothly curved, transversely extending bump, or con-
vex projection 314 which may be an upstanding projec-
tion or a projection that extends transversely inwardly
from the open end of the slot 306 into and across the
interior hollow region of the dock box or housing 302 with-
in which the wireless hand-held remote-control device
200 is to be inserted. Correspondingly, one end of the
lower face 208 of the wireless hand-held remote-control
device 200 is provided with a transversely extending con-
cave recess 210 for accommodating the curved bump or
convex projection 314 of the dock 300, the front side wall
portion 212 of the wireless hand-held remote-control de-
vice 200 being provided with a wall 214 for engaging the
external face of the curved bump or convex projection
314 when the wireless hand-held remote-control device
200 is fully or completely inserted into the dock 300. In
thismanner, itis to be appreciated that the wireless hand-
held remote-control device 200 can only be inserted into
the dock 300 in a predetermined manner or orientation
so as to ensure thatthe magnetic and charging interfaces
202,308, 206,310 are properly aligned with each other
and that the wireless hand-held remote-control device
200 is in fact fully or completely inserted into the dock
300, as well as to readily provide access to the plurality
of control buttons mounted upon the front side wall por-
tion of the wireless hand-held remote-control device 200
as will be described more fully hereinafter.

[0012] With reference now being made to FIGURE 5,
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a first embodiment of a wireless hand-held remote-con-
trol device is disclosed and is generally indicated by the
reference character 200. More particularly, it is seen that
in accordance with 8the teachings and principles of the
present invention, the first embodiment of the wireless
hand-held remote-control device 200 is seen to comprise
a primary or upper face 216 which is provided with a
multiplicity of control buttons for controlling the move-
ments of the various sections of the chair, such as, for
example, the footrest, the backrest, and the headrest
sections of the chair. More specifically, it is noted that
the multiplicity of control buttons mounted upon the pri-
mary or upper face 216 comprises a first pair of control
buttons 218,220 for respectively controlling the extension
or recline movement of the headrest section 108 of the
chair 100, and the retraction or return-to-normal move-
ment of the headrest section 108 of the chair 100. Sim-
ilarly, a second pair of control buttons 222,224 are pro-
vided upon the primary or upper face 216 of the wireless
hand-held remote-control device 200 for respectively
controlling the extension or recline movement of the
backrest section 104 of the chair 100, and the retraction
or return-to-normal movement of the backrest section
104 of the chair 100. Continuing further, a third pair of
control buttons 226,228 are provided upon the primary
or upper face 216 of the wireless hand-held remote-con-
trol device 200 for respectively controlling the extension
or elevation movements of the footrest section 110 of the
chair 100, and the retraction or return-to-normal move-
ment of the footrest section 110 of the chair 100. It is of
course to be appreciated that additional control buttons,
not illustrated, may likewise be provided for controlling
the extension and retraction of the lumbar section 106 of
the chair 100.

[0013] Still further, it is also seen that the primary or
upper face 216 of the wireless hand-held remote-control
device 200 is provided with first and second memory con-
trol buttons 230,232, marked M1,M2, such that when
these buttons are respectively depressed, the various
sections of the chair 100 can be automatically moved to
preset positions. In a similar manner, another button 234,
marked TV, is also provided upon the primary or upper
face 216 of the wireless hand-held remote-control device
200 so as to automatically move the various sections of
the chair 100 to a predetermined TV position, and lastly,
stillanother button 236, marked ZG, is also provided upon
the primary or upper face 216 of the wireless hand-held
remote-control device 200 so as to automatically move
the various sections of the chair 100 to a predetermined
zero-gravity position at which the headrest section 108
of the chair 100, the backrest section 104 of the chair
100, and the footrest section 110 of the chair 100 are
effectively disposed at positions which effectively define
a horizontal plane, or a planar arrangement wherein the
headrest section 108 of the chair 100 is disposed at an
elevation which is slightly lower than that of the footrest
section 110 of the chair 100. In this manner, the various
movements of the footrest section 110, the backrest sec-
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tion 104, and the headrest section 108 of the chair 100
can also be controlled when the wireless hand-held re-
mote-control device 200 has been removed from the
dock 300. Lastly, as can best be appreciated from FIG-
URES 2,3, and 5, the front side wall portion 212 of the
wireless hand-held remote-control device 200 is also pro-
vided with a plurality of control buttons 238,240,242 for
respectively controlling the movements of the various
sections of the chair, such as, for example, the footrest
section 110, the backrest section 104, and the headrest
section 108 of the chair 100. In this manner, the various
movements of the footrest section 110, the backrest sec-
tion 104, and the headrest section 108 of the chair 100
can also be controlled, by a person sitting in the chair
100, when the wireless hand-held remote-control device
200 has been inserted into the dock 300. Lastly, a HOME
button 244 is provided upon the primary or upper face
216 of the wireless hand-held remote-control device 200
so as to automatically move all of the various sections of
the chair 100 to a normal or default seated position. Re-
verting to FIGURES 2 and 3, it is likewise seen that the
front flanged wall portion 304 of the dock is also provided
with a HOME button 309 as well as a pair of charging
ports 310,312 for charging auxiliary electronic devices,
the charging ports comprising, for example, a type-C
charging port, or a type 1.0 charging port.

[0014] With reference lastly being made to FIGURE 6,
there is disclosed a second embodiment of a new and
improved wireless hand-held remote-control device
which has been developed in accordance with the prin-
ciples and teachings of the present invention and which
is generally indicated by the reference character 400. It
is to be noted that the second embodiment of the new
and improved wireless hand-held remote-control device
400 is generally similar to the first embodiment of the
new andimproved wireless hand-held remote-control de-
vice 200, with some differences which will be more fully
discussed immediately hereinafter, and accordingly,
component parts of the second embodiment of the new
and improved wireless hand-held remote-control device
400 which correspond to components parts of the first
embodiment of the new and improved wireless hand-held
remote-control device 200 will be designated in the 400
series. More particularly, it is seen that the primary or
upper face 416 of the second embodiment of the new
and improved wireless hand-held remote-control device
400 comprises a first pair of control buttons 418,420 for
respectively controlling the extension or recline move-
ment of the backrest and headrest sections 104,108 of
the chair 100, wherein the backrest and headrest sec-
tions 104108 of the chair 100 have effectively been inte-
grated together as opposed to being separately or inde-
pendently movable with respect to each other, as was
the case within the first embodiment of the new and im-
proved wireless hand-held remote-control device 200,
and the retraction or return-to-normal movement of the
backrest and headrest sections 104,108 of the chair 100.
In addition, a second pair of control buttons 426,428 are
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provided upon the primary or upper face portion 416 of
the second embodiment of the new and improved wire-
less hand-held remote-control device 400 for respective-
ly controlling the extension or elevation movements of
the footrest section 110 of the chair 100, and the retrac-
tion or return-to-normal movement of the footrest section
110 of the chair 100. As was also the case with the first
embodiment of the new and improved wireless hand-held
remote-control device 200, the primary or upperface por-
tion 416 of the second embodiment of the new and im-
proved wireless hand-held remote-control device 400 is
likewise provided with a HOME button, a pair of memory
buttons M1,M2 designated as 430,432, a TV button des-
ignated as 434, and a zero gravity button ZG designated
as 436. Lastly, as was also the case with the first em-
bodiment of the new and improved wireless hand-held
remote-control device 200, the front sidewall portion 412
of the second embodiment of the new and improved wire-
less hand-held remote-control device 400 is likewise pro-
vided with a pair of control buttons 438,440 for controlling
the headrest/backrest 108/104 and footrest 110 sections
of the chair 100.

[0015] Obviously, many variations and modifications
of the present invention are possible in light of the above
teachings. For example, while various different control
buttons have been disclosed upon the new and improved
wireless hand-held remote-control devices for controlling
various different functions of various different sections of
a powered chair, it is to be noted that other buttons may
be included upon a wireless hand-held remote-control
device for controlling various other different functions of
various different sections of a powered chair. Still further,
the electronic control circuitry of the various different con-
trol buttons may be altered such that the various different
control buttons will control other sections of a powered
chair than has been specifically illustrated. Itis therefore
to be understood that within the scope of the appended
claims, the presentinvention may be practiced otherwise
than as specifically described herein.

Claims

1. A hand-held remote-control device for controlling
various sections of a powered chair and for insertion
within a dock such that said hand-held remote-con-
trol device cannot be misplaced, comprising:

a housing having a configuration which is sub-
stantially that of a parallelepiped and comprising
a primary upper face, a rear side face, a front
side face, and a bottom face;

a plurality of control buttons operatively mount-
ed upon said primary upper face for controlling
various sections of the powered chair; and

a plurality of control buttons operatively mount-
ed upon said front side face for controlling var-
ious sections of the powered chair,
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whereby the various sections of the powered
chair can be controlled by said hand-held re-
mote-control device both when said hand-held
remote-control device is disposed within the
dock or has been removed from the dock.

The hand-held remote-control device as set forth in
Claim 1, further comprising:

at least one magnetic interface mounted upon said
rear side face of said hand-held remote-control de-
vice for cooperation with at least one magnetic inter-
face disposed upon the dock so as to fixedly secure
said hand-held remote-control device within the
dock.

The hand-held remote-control device as set forth in
Claim 1, wherein:

said hand-held remote-control device comprises a
wireless hand-held remote control device.

The hand-held remote-control device as set forth in
Claim 3, wherein:

said wireless hand-held remote-control device
is battery-powered;

and

at least one battery of said battery-powered
wireless hand-held remote-control device com-
prises a lithium-ion battery.

The hand-held remote-control device as set forth in
Claim 3, further comprising:

at least one electrical charging interface disposed
upon said rear side face of said wireless hand-held
remote-control device for cooperation with at least
one electrical charging interface disposed within the
dock so as to electrically recharge said at least one
battery of said hand-held remote-control device
when said hand-held remote-control device is dis-
posed within said dock.

The hand-held remote-control device as set forth in
Claim 1, further comprising:

a recess defined within said bottom face of said
hand-held remote-control device for cooperation
with a convex bump/projection mounted within the
dock so as to ensure that said hand-held remote con-
trol device can only be inserted into the dock in a
predetermined manner.

A dock for housing a hand-held remote-control de-
vice for use in connection with controlling various
sections of a powered chair, comprising:

a hollow housing having a configuration which
is substantially that of a rectangular parallepi-
ped, and which is adapted to be fixedly mounted
within a frame portion of the powered chair;
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10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

a flanged portion fixedly secured upon a front
face of said hollow housing; and

an elongated slot defined within said flanged
portion and extending into said hollow housing
for permitting a hand-held remote-control device
to be insert ed through said slot and into said
hollow housing such that the hand-held remote-
control device can be stored within said dock.

The dock as set forth in Claim 7, further comprising:
at least one magnetic interface disposed within said
hollow housing of said dock for cooperation with at
least one magnetic interface disposed upon the
hand-held remote-control device so as to fixedly se-
cure the hand-held remote-control device within said
housing of said dock.

The dock as set forth in Claim 7, further comprising:
at least one electrical charging interface disposed
within said hollow housing of said dock for cooper-
ation with at least one electrical charging interface
disposed upon the hand-held remote-control device
so as to electrically recharge the hand-held remote-
control device when the hand-held remote-control
device is disposed within said housing.

The dock as set forth in Claim 7, further comprising:
atleast one charging port defined within said flanged
portion of said dock for charging auxiliary electronic
devices.

The dock as set forth in Claim 7, further comprising:
a convex bump/projection mounted within said hol-
low interior of said dock for cooperation with a con-
cave recess defined upon the hand-held remote-
control device so as to ensure that the hand-held
remote control device can only be inserted into said
dock in a predetermined manner.

The dock as set forth in Claim 7, further comprising:
a HOME button mounted upon said flanged portion
of said dock for returning all sections of the chair to
their original positions.

The dock as set forth in Claim 7, wherein:

when said dock is disposed within the frame portion
of the powered chair, said flanged portion of said
dock will engage an outer surface region of the frame
portion of the powered chair so as to ensure that said
dock is fixedly secured within the frame portion of
the powered chair.

In combination, a dock for housing a hand-held re-
mote-control device for use in connection with con-
trolling various sections of a powered chair, wherein:

said dock comprises a hollow housing having a
configuration which is substantially that of a rec-
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tangular parallepiped, and which is adapted to

be fixedly mounted within a frame portion of the
powered chair;

a flanged portion fixedly secured upon a front
face of said hollow housing; 5
said hand-held remote-control device compris-

es a housing having a configuration which is
substantially that of a parallelepiped and com-
prising a primary upper face, a rear side face, a
front side face, and a bottom face; and 10
an elongated slot defined within said flanged
portion of said dock and extending into said hol-

low housing of said dock for permitting said
hand-held remote-control device to be inserted
through said slot of said flanged portion of said 75
dock and into said hollow housing of said dock
such that said hand-held remote-control device

can be stored within said dock.

15. The combination as set forth in Claim 14, further 20
comprising:

a first magnetic interface disposed within said
hollow housing of said dock; and

a second magnetic interface mounted upon said 25
rear side face of said hand-held remote-control
device for cooperation with said first magnetic
interface disposed within said hollow housing of
said dock so as to fixedly secure said hand-held
remote-control device within said housing of 30
said dock.
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