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(54) CANOPY DEVICE FOR SUPPORTING A FOLDABLE SCREEN

(57) Canopy device for supporting a foldable screen,
wherein the canopy device comprises: a hollow column,
provided with a top opening, a bottom opening and a gas
passage extending from the bottom opening to the top
opening for conveying smoke through the hollow column;
a support system for supporting the foldable screen
around the column, wherein the support system is ar-
ranged around the column between the top opening and
the bottom opening, and wherein the support system is

movable between an extended position, in which the sup-
port system is arranged to support the screen extended
around the column, and a collapsed position, in which
the support system is arranged to hold the screen in a
folded state to drape along the column; and an actuation
system, arranged for moving the support system be-
tween the extended position and the collapsed position,
wherein the actuation system is separated from the gas
passage.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a canopy de-
vice for supporting a foldable screen and to a fireplace
comprising a fire pit and such a canopy device.
[0002] Outdoor fireplaces often comprise, in addition
to a firepit where fuel is to be combusted, a chimney or
other flue for conveying smoke away from the fire pit.
While outdoor fireplaces are usually used for cooking, an
outdoor fireplace can also allow people to enjoy the
warmth of a fire.
[0003] An outdoor fireplace is generally less enjoyable
in rainy or snowy weather conditions. In a previous de-
sign, an outdoor fireplace had been proposed wherein
the fireplace is integrated with a parasol or a like canopy
by arranging a screen around the chimney of the fire-
place. Such an integrated fireplace provides cover from
precipitation and therewith allows the fireplace to be en-
joyed throughout the year. The screen is supported by a
number of ribs extending radially outwards from the chim-
ney. To bring the screen into a folded state, the ribs can
be lowered by operating a winch.
[0004] A drawback of the prior fireplace parasol is that
collapsing the screen or opening the screen is inconven-
ient while using the fireplace, i.e., when the chimney is
hot. The ribs, the parasol screen or the components of
the mechanism for raising and lowering the ribs may
come into contact with the hot pipe discharging smoke.
[0005] It is an object of the present invention, amongst
other objects, to provide an improved canopy system
wherein, in particular, collapsing or setting up the screen
around a hot chimney is facilitated.
[0006] Thereto, a canopy device for supporting a fold-
able screen is provided, wherein the canopy device com-
prises a hollow column, provided with a top opening, a
bottom opening and a gas passage extending from the
bottom opening to the top opening for conveying smoke
through the hollow column, and a support system for sup-
porting the foldable screen around the column, wherein
the support system is arranged around the column be-
tween the top opening and the bottom opening, and
wherein the support system is movable between an ex-
tended position, in which the support system is arranged
to support the screen extended around the column, and
a collapsed position, in which the support system is ar-
ranged to hold the screen in a folded state to drape along
the column, wherein the canopy device further comprises
an actuation system, arranged for moving the support
system between the extended position and the collapsed
position, wherein the actuation system is separated from
the gas passage.
[0007] The hollow column of the canopy device can be
installed with its bottom opening above a fire pit to convey
smoke away from the fire pit through the gas passage
and out of its top opening. As such, the hollow column
may function as a chimney to form a fireplace together
with the fire pit. The canopy device can then support a
foldable screen extended over the fire pit to provide cover

from precipitation or sunlight. To both withstand the heat
of the smoke and support the weight of the support sys-
tem and the screen effectively, the hollow column is pref-
erably made of steel, more preferably stainless steel.
[0008] The support system may comprise a number of
ribs extending radially outwards from the column and ar-
ranged for supporting the foldable screen around the col-
umn. The ribs may for instance be lowerable to bring the
screen into a folded state.
[0009] The actuation system may for instance com-
prise a manually operable winch, at least one pulley ar-
ranged stationary relative to the column, and an elongat-
ed drive element guided by the pulley and connected to
the winch and to the support system for moving the sup-
port system between the extended and the collapsed po-
sition upon operation of the winch. Preferably, each com-
ponent of the actuation system is separated from the gas
passage, such that no component of the actuation sys-
tem extends in the gas passage.
[0010] The actuation system, in particular the drive
means, may be partially provided inside the hollow col-
umn and isolated from the gas passage by a separating
member that is arranged in the hollow column and ex-
tends along the part of the actuation system that is inside
the hollow column. Nonetheless, it is preferred if the ac-
tuation system is provided outside of the hollow column
or at least at a distance from the gas passage. This way,
the actuation system can be efficiently separated from
the gas passage. In contrast, in known parasols with a
hollow support pole, components of the mechanism for
raising and lowering the ribs, such as the cable that is
driven by the winch, are accommodated inside the hollow
pole.
[0011] Particularly when the hollow column is hot due
to its use as a chimney for a fireplace, collapsing or setting
up the screen around the hollow column can be facilitated
by separating the actuation system from the gas pas-
sage. As such, an improved canopy system is provided.
[0012] A preferred embodiment of the canopy device
further comprises the foldable screen, wherein the sup-
port system is arranged to support the screen around the
column. The screen is preferably fire-retarding. For in-
stance, the screen may be provided with a fire-retardant
or may be made of a fire-retarding material.
[0013] According to a preferred embodiment of the
canopy device, the support system comprises a sleeve
arranged around the column, preferably concentrically.
Via the sleeve, the support system may be supported by
the hollow column. The sleeve is for instance annular or
tubular. Furthermore, the sleeve may be particularly elon-
gated. Although the foldable screen may be provided with
a fire-retardant, it is nonetheless preferred if the folded
screen does not directly contact the column which may
be hot during use. To that end, the sleeve is preferably
arranged between the column and the folded screen in
the collapsed position of the support system, such that
the folded screen is separated from the column by the
sleeve. To reduce heating of the sleeve by the column,
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the sleeve is preferably spaced radially from the column
such that the support system does not directly contact
the column. Thereto, the sleeve may be provided with
one or more spacers arranged to radially space the
sleeve from the column. For instance, the one or more
spacers may be arranged between the sleeve and the
column. In the case of more than one spacer, the multiple
spacers are preferably spaced tangentially with respect
to each other for stability.
[0014] The support system may further comprise a first
plurality of elongated support elements arranged around
the column for supporting the foldable screen. The sup-
port elements may be supporting ribs similar to the afore-
mentioned ribs. Preferably, the support elements or ribs
are pivotably connected to the sleeve, preferably by hing-
es, for moving the support system between the extended
position, in which the support elements extend traverse
to and radially away or outwards from the column, and
the collapsed position, in which the support elements ex-
tend along the column. The elongated support elements
can be arranged to tension the screen in the extended
position. In the collapsed position, the elongated support
elements may be suspended downwards from the
sleeve. The elongated support elements are preferably
made of aluminium or steel, more preferably stainless
steel. This way, they can be conveniently moved from
the collapsed to the extended position, while effectively
supporting the screen in both positions such that heating
of the screen by the chimney is reduced.
[0015] According to a further preferred embodiment,
the actuation system is arranged for moving the sleeve
along the column to move the support system between
the extended and the collapsed position. As noted above,
the actuation system may comprise a manually operable
winch, at least one pulley arranged stationary relative to
the column, and an elongated drive element guided by
the pulley. The elongated drive element is preferably con-
nected to the winch and the sleeve. As such, the actuation
system is arranged for moving the support system be-
tween the extended position and the collapsed position.
More specifically, upon operating the winch, the drive
element moves the sleeve along the column and moves
the support system between the extended and the col-
lapsed position. Preferably, the winch is of the self-lock-
ing type. For instance, the winch may include a brake
system, comprising a worm gear, which is arranged to
maintain any position of the support system, such that
the support system is only moved upon operating the
crank of the winch.
[0016] To enhance the movement of the sleeve along
the column, the sleeve is preferably provided with one or
more guide bearings arranged to guide the sleeve along
the column. The guide bearings are preferably ball or
roller bearings. In the case of multiple guide bearings, it
is preferred if the guide bearings are tangentially spaced
with respect to each other. The guide bearings may be
additionally arranged to radially space the sleeve from
the column. Accordingly, the guide bearings may form

the aforementioned spacers. To efficiently accommodate
the bearings, the sleeve is preferably provided with tan-
gentially spaced recesses, wherein the guide bearings
are respectively arranged in the recesses.
[0017] The support system may further comprise a col-
lar arranged around the sleeve, preferably in a watertight
manner. The collar can be arranged as a baffle above
the screen, such that rainwater is prevented from running
along the column through an opening between the col-
umn and the screen, and instead flows along the screen
to the periphery of the screen. Such collars can also be
referred to as storm collars. More specifically, the collar
is preferably arranged above the location where the first
plurality of elongated support elements is connected to
the sleeve, which may be at the aforementioned hinges.
As the collar is arranged around the sleeve, the collar is
movable together with the sleeve such that the collar is
effectively positioned irrespective of the position of the
sleeve. Preferably, the collar is made of steel, more pref-
erably stainless steel.
[0018] The sleeve may be referred to as a first sleeve,
as the support system preferably further comprises a sec-
ond sleeve that is arranged around the column below the
first sleeve. The first and the second sleeve may thus
also be referred to as the upper and the lower sleeve.
The lower sleeve may be similar to the upper sleeve in
material and shape, although the upper sleeve may be
particularly elongated, and the lower sleeve may be ar-
ranged relative to the column in a similar manner. For
instance, the lower sleeve may be similarly provided with
spacers, or guide bearings. Specifically, it is preferred if
the second sleeve is provided with tangentially spaced
guide bearings arranged to guide the second sleeve
along the column and radially space the second sleeve
from the column. The support system may then further
comprise a second plurality of elongated support ele-
ments pivotably connected to the second sleeve and ar-
ranged to support the first plurality of support elements
in the extended position. These support elements of the
second plurality, or lower ribs, may be shorter than or
equally long as the respective upper elongated support
elements. At its radially outer end, opposite to the end
connected to the lower sleeve, each second support el-
ement is pivotably connected to a corresponding first
support element at a distance from the upper sleeve.
[0019] The actuation system may be further arranged
for moving the second sleeve along the column to move
the support system between the extended and the col-
lapsed position. As aforenoted, at least one of the first
and the second sleeve may be movable along the hollow
column. As such, the distance between the sleeves is
adjusted when moving the support system between the
extended and the collapsed position.
[0020] In case the support system comprises an upper
and a lower sleeve, as described above, it is possible
that only the lower sleeve is moved by the actuation sys-
tem. The elongated drive element is then guided by the
pulley and connected to the lower sleeve. For instance,
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to collapse the support system, the winch is operated to
lower the lower sleeve, which moves the elongated sup-
port elements towards the hollow column.
[0021] According to a preferred embodiment of the
canopy device, a position of the first sleeve along the
column in the extended position of the support system is
below a position of the first sleeve in the collapsed posi-
tion of the support system. In known parasols, a top notch
is stationary relative to the pole and is provided with piv-
otably connected support ribs extending radially there-
from. In the collapsed position, these support ribs may
be suspended downwards all the way to the ground. The
radius of the parasol screen, which corresponds to the
length of the support ribs, is thus limited by the length of
the pole. To increase the radius of the parasol screen,
the length of the pole is increased accordingly. As the
top notch in the known parasols is stationary, the screen
may be too high above the ground in the extended posi-
tion. If, in the case of the present canopy device which
is for instance to be arranged on top of a firebox, the
upper sleeve is arranged stationary relative to the hollow
column, the screen would be extended even higher
above the ground. It is therefore preferred to lower the
upper sleeve into the extended position and, correspond-
ingly, to raise the upper sleeve into the collapsed position
of the support system. By doing so, the canopy device
can be arranged above a firebox and support the screen
at a desired height in the extended position, while allow-
ing the screen to be fully folded in the collapsed position
of the support system.
[0022] In case both sleeves are movable, the support
system is preferably moved from the collapsed to the
extended position, or vice versa, by first moving one of
the sleeves and subsequently the other. According to a
preferred embodiment of the canopy device, the distance
between the sleeves is maximal in the collapsed position.
Preferably, to extend the screen, the upper sleeve is first
moved downward, for instance under the influence of
gravity, to a position that corresponds to the position of
the upper sleeve in the extended position of the support
system. As the distance between the sleeves is reduced,
the ribs are pivoted away from the hollow column and
the support system is in a semi-extended position. Sec-
ondly, the lower sleeve is moved upward to its position
in the extended position of the support system. As the
distance between the sleeves is further reduced, the ribs
are pivoted further away from the hollow column and the
support system is in the fully extended position. To col-
lapse the support system, the sleeves are moved back
in reverse order. That is, first the lower sleeve is moved
downward to move the support system into the semi-
extended position, after which the upper sleeve is moved
upward, for instance by manually moving the elongated
support elements further towards the hollow column and
using the pivotably connected support elements as lever
means, to move the support system into the fully col-
lapsed position. Due to the two-step set-up and collapse
of the support system, collapsing or setting up the screen

around the hollow column, which may be hot during use,
is facilitated.
[0023] As such, according to another aspect of the
present invention, a canopy device for supporting a fold-
able screen is provided, preferably according to any of
the above embodiments, wherein the canopy device
comprises a hollow column, provided with a top opening,
a bottom opening and a gas passage extending from the
bottom opening to the top opening for conveying smoke
through the hollow column, and a support system for sup-
porting the foldable screen around the column, wherein
the support system is arranged around the column be-
tween the top opening and the bottom opening, and
wherein the support system is movable between an ex-
tended position, in which the support system is arranged
to support the screen extended around the column, and
a collapsed position, in which the support system is ar-
ranged to hold the screen in a folded state to drape along
the column, wherein the support system comprises an
upper sleeve and a lower sleeve, arranged around and
movable along the column, wherein the support system
further comprises a plurality of upper elongated support
elements, arranged around the column for supporting the
foldable screen, and a plurality of lower elongated sup-
port elements arranged to support the plurality of upper
support elements in the extended position, wherein the
upper support elements and the lower support elements
are pivotably connected to respectively the upper sleeve
and the lower sleeve for moving the support system be-
tween the extended position, in which the support ele-
ments extend traverse to and radially away from the col-
umn, and the collapsed position, in which the support
elements extend along the column.
[0024] Preferably, a position of the upper sleeve along
the column in the extended position of the support system
is below a position of the upper sleeve in the collapsed
position of the support system. It is then further preferred
if a position of the lower sleeve along the column in the
extended position of the support system is above a po-
sition of the lower sleeve in the collapsed position of the
support system.
[0025] Accordingly, a convenient two-step set-up and
collapse of the support system, as described above, can
be achieved such that collapsing or setting up the screen
around the possibly hot column is facilitated.
[0026] To maintain the upper or the lower sleeve in its
respective position in the extended or the collapsed po-
sition of the support system, the sleeve and the column
may be provided with mutually cooperating locking
means arranged for selectively fixing a position of the
sleeve relative to the column. The respective sleeve and
the column may each be provided with an opening,
wherein the respective openings are aligned when the
sleeve is in its selected position such that a pin can be
inserted through both openings to prevent movement of
the sleeve along the column.
[0027] Specifically, the upper sleeve may be provided
with at least one extension member extending down-
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wards along the hollow column. The at least one exten-
sion member is preferably provided with at least one lock-
ing opening for receiving a locking pin. The hollow column
is then preferably provided with at least one locking hole
that corresponds with the locking opening such that,
when the locking hole and opening are aligned, the lock-
ing pin can be inserted and pass through the locking
opening and the locking hole. Due to the extension mem-
ber, the locking means can be arranged relatively close
to the ground for a convenient locking and unlocking of
the upper sleeve.
[0028] Furthermore, in the extended position of the
support system, the extension member of the upper
sleeve may extend downwards also along the lower
sleeve. More specifically, the locking opening in the ex-
tension member may be arranged to receive the locking
pin for fixing the position of the lower sleeve, in addition
to the upper sleeve, in the extended position. This way,
the system can be locked into, and unlocked from, the
extended position using a single locking pin.
[0029] Further provided is a fireplace comprising a fire
pit and a canopy device according to any of the above
embodiments, wherein the hollow column of the canopy
device is arranged for conveying smoke away from the
fire pit, and wherein the canopy device is arranged for
supporting the foldable screen extended over the fire pit
in the extended position of the support system. The fire-
place may comprise a firebox in which fuel is to be com-
busted and on top of which the hollow column of the can-
opy device may be installed such that the canopy device
is supported by the firebox.
[0030] The present invention is hereinafter further elu-
cidated with reference to the attached drawings, wherein:

- Figure 1 shows a fireplace provided with a canopy
device;

- Figure 2 represents a close-up view of the support
system of the canopy device;

- Figure 3 represents a top view of a sleeve of the
support system;

- Figure 4 represents a close-up view of the top of the
firebox of the fireplace;

- Figures 5A-C respectively represent the fireplace in
the collapsed, semi-extended and extended position
of the support system of the canopy device;

- Figure 6 represents a side view of the upper sleeve
of the support system;

- Figures 7A-B illustrate an alternative locking mech-
anism for respectively the upper and the lower sleeve
of the support system in the semi-extended position;

- Figure 8 illustrates the locking mechanism shown in
Figures 7A-B in the extended position of the support
system.

[0031] In Figure 1, a fireplace 1 is shown that compris-
es a base 2 with a firepit 3 formed therein, where fuel is
to be combusted. The base 2 comprises a plurality of
support legs 4 surrounding the firepit 3 and converging

upwards. At the apex of the plurality of support legs 4, a
hood 5 is provided around the support legs 4 and above
the fire pit 3, as shown in more detail in Figure 4.
[0032] The fireplace 1 further comprises a hollow col-
umn 11 of stainless steel that is supported by, and ex-
tends upwards from, the apex of the plurality of support
legs 4. The hollow column 11 forms a chimney for con-
veying smoke away from the fire pit 3. To that end, the
chimney 11 has a smoke channel 111 extending from a
bottom opening 112, which faces the fire pit 3, to a top
opening 113 that is directed towards the sky.
[0033] Around and concentric with the chimney 11, an
upper elongated tubular sleeve 12 and a lower tubular
sleeve 13 are arranged above one another, as shown in
more detail in Figure 2. Upper supporting ribs 121, con-
nected to the upper sleeve 12 by hinges 120, extend
radially outwards from the upper sleeve 12 to support a
fire-retarding foldable screen 6 extended around the
chimney 11. The screen 6 and the upper supporting ribs
121 may be provided with mutually cooperating fastening
means arranged to fasten the screen 6 to the upper ribs
121. For instance, each upper rib 121 may be provided
at both ends with a bolt 61, shown in Figure 6, for coupling
with respective eyelets provided in the screen 6 at cor-
responding locations, i.e., at the periphery and at the cen-
tre of the screen 6. Lower supporting ribs 131, connected
to the lower sleeve 13 by hinges 130, extend radially
outwards from the lower sleeve 13 and are pivotably con-
nected to the centre section of a respective upper sup-
porting rib 121 for supporting the upper supporting rib
121 in the extended position as shown in Figures 1 and
2, in which the ribs 121 support the screen 6 extended
around the chimney 11. The sleeves 12, 13 are made of
stainless steel, whereas the ribs 121, 131 are made of
aluminium or stainless steel.
[0034] The chimney 11, the sleeves 12, 13, the ribs
121, 131 and the foldable screen 6 together form part of
a canopy device 10 for supporting the foldable screen 6
extended over the fire pit 3, in particular the area around
the fire pit 3, in order to provide cover from precipitation
and therewith allow the fireplace 1 to be enjoyed through-
out the year.
[0035] Figure 3 represents a top view of the upper
sleeve 12 as well as of the lower sleeve 13, which is
similar to the upper sleeve 12 when seen from above.
Each hinge 120, 130 is formed by a bracket 120a, 130a
mounted to the sleeve 12, 13, and an aluminium or stain-
less-steel pin 120b, 130b coupled to the bracket 120a,
130a, wherein the pin 120b, 130b passes through the
connected end of the respective rib 121, 131 such that
the rib 121, 131 is rotatable about the pin 120b, 130b.
[0036] Each sleeve 12, 13 is provided with two sets of
tangentially spaced recesses 122, 132, one set above
the other, and corresponding sets of deep groove ball
bearings 123, 133 accommodated respectively by the
recesses 122, 132 and arranged to guide the respective
sleeve 12, 13 along the chimney 11 and radially space
the sleeve 12, 13 from the chimney 11. The respective
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sets of bearings 123, 133 are located above one another
for stability while guiding the respective sleeve 12, 13.
The distance d between the sleeve 12, 13 and the chim-
ney 11 may be at least 1 millimetre, preferably between
3 and 10 millimetres.
[0037] The canopy device 10 further comprises a man-
ually operable winch 14 and two stainless steel pulleys
15, all mounted to the chimney 11, and additionally two
cables (not shown) respectively guided by the two pulleys
15 and each connected to the winch 14 and to the lower
sleeve 13 for moving the sleeve 13 along the chimney
11. The lower sleeve 13 is connected to the winch 14 via
two cables for safety in case one cable breaks and for
the purpose of enabling that the lower sleeve 13 can be
connected on opposite sides of the chimney 11 for a
smooth movement of the lower sleeve 13 along the chim-
ney 11 upon operation of the winch 14 in order to fold or
set up the screen 6 as described as follows with reference
to Figures 5A-C.
[0038] In Figure 5A, the canopy device 10 is shown
(without screen for illustration) in the collapsed position.
In the collapsed position, the upper sleeve 12 is raised,
the upper supporting ribs 121 are suspended downwards
along the chimney 11, the lower sleeve 13 is lowered,
and the lower supporting ribs 131 extend along the chim-
ney 11. To move the canopy device 10 to the extended
position, firstly the upper sleeve 12 is moved downwards
along the chimney 11, for instance by manually pivoting
the ribs 121 away from the chimney 11 and using the
pivotably connected ribs 121, 131 as lever means. That
is, due to the pivot connections between the ribs 121,
131 and the sleeves 12, 13, simultaneously the upper
sleeve 12 moves downwards as the ribs 121, 131 pivot
away from the chimney 11 and into a semi-extended po-
sition as shown in Figure 5B. Conveniently, the upper
sleeve 12 may be moved downward by, in part, its own
weight. A further downward movement of the upper
sleeve 12 may be prevented by the pulleys 15 mounted
to the exterior of the chimney 11, on which the upper
sleeve 12 can rest, as shown in Figure 2. To lock the
upper sleeve 12 relative to the chimney 11, a locking pin
16 is inserted through respective holes 17 in the sleeve
12 and the chimney 11, which holes are mutually aligned
when the sleeve 12 is in that position. By mounting the
pulleys 15 to the chimney 11 at the appropriate height,
mutual alignment of the holes for locking the sleeve 12
relative to the chimney 11 is facilitated. A downward
movement of the upper sleeve 12 in the collapsed posi-
tion may be prevented by tying a strap around the folded
screen 6 to hold the ribs 121, 131 together.
[0039] From the semi-extended position as shown in
Figure 5B, the lower sleeve 13 is subsequently moved
upwards by operating the winch 14 such that, due to the
pivot connections of the ribs 121, 131, the ribs 121, 131
pivot further away from the chimney 11 into the fully ex-
tended position as shown in Figure 5C. As shown in Fig-
ure 2, a locking pin 18 is inserted into a hole in the chimney
11 such that the lower sleeve 13 can rest on the locking

pin 18 to maintain the fully extended position.
[0040] To, in turn, collapse the canopy device 10, first
the lower sleeve 13 is moved downward, by operating
the winch 14, to move the ribs 121, 131 into the semi-
extended position, after which the upper sleeve 12 is
moved upward by moving the ribs 121, 131 manually into
the fully collapsed position.
[0041] As shown in Figure 6, a stainless-steel storm
collar 19 is clamped around an upper region of the upper
sleeve 12, in particular directly above the hinges 120,
such that rainwater is prevented from passing between
the chimney 11 and the screen 6.
[0042] A possible drawback of the locking means 16,
17, 18 shown in Figures 2 and 6 is that particularly the
locking means 16, 17 for the upper sleeve 12 are located
relatively high above the ground, such that (un)locking
the upper sleeve 12 may be inconvenient. Thereto, Fig-
ures 7A-B and 8 illustrate an alternative locking system,
as described further on. The manually operable winch
14 is shown in Figure 7A. Two cables 7 are each con-
nected at one end to the winch 14. Figures 7B and 8
show the two stainless steel pulleys 15 that respectively
guide the two cables 7, which are each connected at the
other end to the lower sleeve 13 for moving the sleeve
13 along the chimney 11 upon operation of the winch 14.
[0043] Figure 7A shows the upper sleeve 12, lowered
and resting on the pulleys 15, with the ribs 121 in the
semi-extended position. The upper sleeve 12 is provided
with one or more extension members 22 extending down-
wards therefrom, along the chimney 11. In the illustrated
case, two strips 22 extend downwards from the upper
sleeve 12 along opposite sides of the chimney 11. The
at least one extension member 22 is provided with one
or more locking openings 27 which, when aligned with
corresponding locking holes in the chimney 11, are ar-
ranged to receive a removable locking pin 26 passing
through the chimney 11 and the extension members 22,
specifically the locking holes and the locking openings
27 therein. The locking pin 26 is provided with a handle
261, preferably made of a heat-insulating material, such
as wood. Due to the extension members 22, the locking
means 26, 27 can be arranged relatively close to the
ground, particularly below the pulleys 15, for a convenient
locking and unlocking of the upper sleeve 12.
[0044] Figure 7B shows the lower sleeve 13, lowered,
with the ribs 131 in the semi-extended position. Just
above the sleeve 13, a removable locking pin 28, provid-
ed with a handle 281, may be inserted through locking
holes 29 provided in the chimney 11, to block an upward
movement of the lower sleeve 13. Before the lower sleeve
13 can be moved upwards using the winch 14, the locking
pin 28 is removed.
[0045] Figure 8 shows the sleeves 12, 13 in the fully
extended position of the ribs 121, 131. In order to move
the lower sleeve 13 into the position as shown in Figure
8, the upper locking pin 26 is first removed. Once the
lower sleeve 13 is fully raised and the ribs 121, 131 are
in the extended position, the extension members 22 ex-
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tend downwards beyond the lower sleeve 13. More spe-
cifically, the lower sleeve 13 is located between the upper
sleeve 12 and the locking openings 27 in the extension
members 22. In this position, the locking pin 26 can be
inserted again and pass through the openings 27 in the
extension members 22 and the locking holes in the chim-
ney 11 just below the lower sleeve 13, and the lower
sleeve 13 may rest on the inserted locking pin 26. This
way, the system can be locked into, and unlocked from,
the fully extended position using a single locking pin 26.
As such, an efficient and convenient locking system is
provided.
[0046] The figures and the above description serve to
illustrate specific embodiments of the invention and do
not limit the scope of protection defined by the following
claims.

Claims

1. Canopy device for supporting a foldable screen,
wherein the canopy device comprises:

- a hollow column, provided with a top opening,
a bottom opening and a gas passage extending
from the bottom opening to the top opening for
conveying smoke through the hollow column;
- a support system for supporting the foldable
screen around the column, wherein the support
system is arranged around the column between
the top opening and the bottom opening, and
wherein the support system is movable between
an extended position, in which the support sys-
tem is arranged to support the screen extended
around the column, and a collapsed position, in
which the support system is arranged to hold
the screen in a folded state to drape along the
column;
- an actuation system, arranged for moving the
support system between the extended position
and the collapsed position, wherein the actua-
tion system is separated from the gas passage.

2. Canopy device according to claim 1, wherein the ac-
tuation system is provided outside of the hollow col-
umn.

3. Canopy device according to claim 1 or 2, wherein
the support system comprises a sleeve arranged
around the column, wherein the actuation system is
arranged for moving the sleeve along the column to
move the support system between the extended and
the collapsed position, wherein the sleeve is provid-
ed with tangentially spaced guide bearings arranged
to guide the sleeve along the column and radially
space the sleeve from the column.

4. Canopy device according to claim 3, wherein the

sleeve is provided with tangentially spaced recess-
es, wherein the guide bearings are respectively ar-
ranged in the recesses.

5. Canopy device according to claim 3 or 4, wherein
the sleeve and the column are provided with mutually
cooperating locking means arranged for selectively
fixing a position of the sleeve relative to the column.

6. Canopy device according to claim 3, 4 or 5, wherein
a position of the sleeve along the column in the ex-
tended position of the support system is below a po-
sition of the sleeve in the collapsed position of the
support system.

7. Canopy device according to at least claim 3, wherein
the sleeve is elongated, wherein the elongated
sleeve is arranged between the column and the fold-
ed screen in the collapsed position of the support
system.

8. Canopy device according to at least claim 3, wherein
the support system further comprises a first plurality
of elongated support elements arranged around the
column for supporting the foldable screen, wherein
the support elements are pivotably connected to the
sleeve for moving the support system between the
extended position, in which the support elements ex-
tend traverse to and radially away from the column,
and the collapsed position, in which the support el-
ements extend along the column, wherein the elon-
gated support elements are preferably made of stain-
less steel.

9. Canopy device according to claim 8, wherein the
support elements are pivotably connected to the
sleeve by hinges, wherein the support system further
comprises a collar arranged around the sleeve
above the hinges, wherein the collar is preferably
made of steel, more preferably stainless steel.

10. Canopy device according to claim 8 or 9, wherein
said sleeve is a first sleeve, wherein the support sys-
tem further comprises a second sleeve, arranged
around the column below the first sleeve, and a sec-
ond plurality of elongated support elements pivotably
connected to the second sleeve and arranged to sup-
port the first plurality of support elements in the ex-
tended position, wherein the actuation system is fur-
ther arranged for moving the second sleeve along
the column to move the support system between the
extended and the collapsed position, wherein the
second sleeve is provided with tangentially spaced
guide bearings arranged to guide the second sleeve
along the column and radially space the second
sleeve from the column.

11. Canopy device according to at least claim 3, wherein
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the actuation system comprises a manually operable
winch, at least one pulley arranged stationary rela-
tive to the column, and an elongated drive element
guided by the pulley and connected to the winch and
the sleeve, wherein the actuation system is arranged
for moving the support system between the extended
position and the collapsed position upon operation
of the winch.

12. Canopy device according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein the hollow column is made of steel,
preferably stainless steel.

13. Canopy device according to any of the preceding
claims, further comprising a foldable fire-retarding
screen, wherein the support system is arranged to
support the screen around the column.

14. Fireplace comprising a fire pit and a canopy device
according to any of the preceding claims, wherein
the hollow column of the canopy device is arranged
for conveying smoke away from the fire pit, wherein
the canopy device is arranged for supporting the fold-
able screen extended over the fire pit in the extended
position of the support system.
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