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(57)  The invention relates to a hydraulic connection
arrangement for connecting a hydraulic system with a
pump unit, wherein the hydraulic connection arrange-
ment comprises at least wear part and a valve, and
furthermore comprises a connecting part,

wherein the hydraulic connection arrangement com-
prises a first side and a second side, wherein the hy-
draulic connection arrangement is configured to be con-
nected, atits first side, to the pump unit, and, atits second
side, to the hydraulic system,

Fig. 1

wherein the second side of the hydraulic connection
arrangement corresponds to one connection side of
the valve,

characterized in that the wear part, the connecting part
and the valve are connected with each other by means of
screw connections to form the hydraulic connection ar-
rangement, wherein the connecting part comprises at
least one union nut, wherein the union nut is used to
connect the connecting part to the wear part.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates a hydraulic con-
nection arrangement for connecting a hydraulic system
with a pump unit, wherein the hydraulic connection ar-
rangement comprises at least a wear part and a valve,
and furthermore comprises a connecting part, wherein
the hydraulic connection arrangement comprises a first
side and a second side, wherein the hydraulic connection
arrangement is configured to be connected, at its first
side, to the pump unit, and, at its second side, to the
hydraulic system.

[0002] Furthermore, the present invention relates to a
corresponding hydraulic system comprising a plurality of
pump units besides the hydraulic system, wherein each
pump unit is connected, to the hydraulic system, by
means of a respective hydraulic connection arrange-
ment.

[0003] Additionally, the present invention relates to a
method for removing and/or exchanging a wear part
and/or for removing and/or exchanging at least part of
a hydraulic connection arrangement, wherein the hy-
draulic connection arrangement connects a hydraulic
system with a pump unit, wherein the hydraulic connec-
tion arrangement comprises at least the wear part and a
valve, and furthermore comprises a connecting part,
wherein the hydraulic connection arrangement com-
prises a first side and a second side, wherein the hy-
draulic connection arrangement is configured to be con-
nected, atits first side, to the pump unit, and, atits second
side, to the hydraulic system.

[0004] Furthermore, the present invention relates to
the use of a hydraulic connection arrangement for con-
necting a hydraulic system with a pump unit or use of a
wear part for providing a hydraulic connection arrange-
ment, wherein the hydraulic connection arrangement
comprises at least a wear part and a valve, and further-
more comprises a connecting part, wherein the hydraulic
connection arrangement comprises a first side and a
second side, wherein the hydraulic connection arrange-
ment is configured to be connected, at its first side, to the
pump unit, and, at its second side, to the hydraulic
system.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0005] Hydraulic connection arrangements for con-
necting a hydraulic system with a pump unit are generally
know. Typically, several pump units are connected to-
gether to form a pump system that provides the required
pressure. In particular for water supply, several pump
units are combined to so-called booster pump systems in
order to increase an existing water pressure and also to
provide an adequate water pressure on higher floors.

[0006] The pump units in such pump systems have
usually two hydraulic connection ports, whereby the fluid
is sucked in at a suction port and discharged at a dis-
charge port at a higher pressure. The hydraulic connec-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

tion ports are, e.g., formed by a threaded pipe or another
connection means.

[0007] Regarding both the suction ports as well as the
discharge ports, such a pump unit is typically connected
to a hydraulic system (i.e. typically each one of such
pump units is separately connected to the hydraulic
system, and typically to a manifold thereof). In between
each one of the pump units and the hydraulic system (i.e.
typically between the manifold (of the hydraulic system)
and each one of the pump units), a hydraulic connection
arrangement is typically provided for connecting the hy-
draulic system with each one of the pump units.

[0008] Often, such hydraulic connection arrangement
comprise at least a wear part and a valve, wherein the
wear part is required to be completely removed (in order
to be checked) or even replaced either regularly or in
case of sufficient wear. One example of such a wear part
is the use of a non-return valve (or check valve): Such a
non-return valve (or check valve) typically needs to be
checked and/or replaced regularly according to certain
intervals, e.g. time intervals - such as, e.g., every year - or
usage intervals - such as, e.g., each specific number of
operating hours or volumes (of a medium) pumped - in
order to ensure its good operation.

In conventionally known hydraulic systems, in order to
check or to remove or to replace the wear part, it is often
required to completely remove a part of the hydraulic
system, especially completely remove the manifold, from
the (residual) hydraulic system which requires the hy-
draulic system to be completely shut off and/or isolated
from the water network.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0009] Anobjectofthe presentinvention is to provide a
technically simple, effective and cost-effective solution
for connecting a hydraulic system with a pump unitin a
manner such that the drawbacks of the prior art are able
to be avoided as much as possible. Especially, it should
be able to check and/or to remove and/or to replace a
wear part (being part of the hydraulic connection arrange-
ment) with the hydraulic system being under pressure,
i.e. without the necessity to completely remove a part of
the hydraulic system, especially completely remove the
manifold, and also without the necessity to completely
shut off the hydraulic system and/or isolate it from the
water network. Furthermore, such checking and/or re-
moving and/or replacing of the wear part shall be possible
without increased tightness problems and/or leakages
(i.e. due to misalignment of components). A further object
of the present invention is to provide a corresponding
hydraulic system, a corresponding method for removing
and/or exchanging a wear part and/or for removing an-
d/or exchanging at least part of a hydraulic connection
arrangement, a corresponding use of a hydraulic con-
nection arrangement for connecting a hydraulic system
with a pump unit, and a corresponding use of a wear part
for providing a hydraulic connection arrangement.
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[0010] The object of the present invention is achieved
by a hydraulic connection arrangement for connecting a
hydraulic system with a pump unit, wherein the hydraulic
connection arrangement comprises at least a wear part
and a valve, and furthermore comprises a connecting
part, wherein the hydraulic connection arrangement
comprises a first side and a second side, wherein the
hydraulic connection arrangement is configured to be
connected, at its first side, to the pump unit, and, at its
second side, to the hydraulic system, wherein the second
side of the hydraulic connection arrangement corre-
sponds to one connection side of the valve, wherein
the wear part, the connecting part and the valve are
connected with each other by means of screw connec-
tions to form the hydraulic connection arrangement, and
wherein the connecting part comprises a union nutand a
lock nut.

[0011] Itisthereby advantageously possible according
to the presentinvention to provide the possibility to create
an axial distance or space for facilitating the removal
and/or the exchange of the wear part and/or for facilitating
the removal and/or exchange of at least part of a hydrau-
lic connection arrangement.

According to the present invention, the connecting part,
having, or comprising, both the union nutand the lock nut,
provides - especially by means of an interaction of a
thread portion with a corresponding internal thread,
e.g. of the valve, or the wear part or the pump unit -
the possibility to easily replace and/or remove and/or
exchange the wear part.

[0012] Compared to other solutions conventionally
known, the use of threaded connections also advanta-
geously realizes benefits, especially with regard to an
increased tightness and the possibility to realize, for a
given interior diameter, smaller outer (or external) dia-
meter, especially of a sliding piece.

[0013] Once the axial distance or space is realized, by
means of loosening the union nut, it is advantageously
possible to comparatively easily and quickly remove
and/or exchange the wear part and/or remove and/or
exchange at least part of the hydraulic connection ar-
rangement - and especially without having to shut off all of
the hydraulic system: only the corresponding valve
(being part of or related to the hydraulic connection
arrangement considered or concerned) needs to be
closed in order to hydraulically separate the wear part
and/or the hydraulic connection arrangement towards
the respective and considered pump unit.

[0014] Hence, according to the present invention, the
hydraulic connection arrangement advantageously pro-
vides the possibility to avoid drawbacks associated with
such an exchange and/or a removal of the wear part in
relation to hydraulic systems conventionally known. Such
drawbacks include, e.g., quality problems related to leak-
age due to the difficulty to center the wear part, especially
in case the wear part corresponds to a non-return valve.
[0015] Especially, the concept of the present invention
is able to be applied to a wide variety of different hydraulic
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systems, especially hydraulic systems comprising a plur-
ality of pump units besides the hydraulic system, wherein
each pump unit is connected, to the hydraulic system, by
means of arespective hydraulic connection arrangement
according to the present invention. In such a setup or
regarding such hydraulic systems, it is especially advan-
tageous to be able to separately interrupt the respective
connection between the hydraulic system and the re-
spective pump unit in order to exchange a wear part
and/or a part of the hydraulic connection arrangement:
Especially, the present invention provides the possibility
to not having to shut off (at an inspection or revision point
in time) all pump units (and corresponding hydraulic
connection arrangements) of such a hydraulic system
but only the one (pump unit and hydraulic connection
arrangement) under revision or inspection; this espe-
cially provides the advantage to be able to continuously
operate such a hydraulic system despite the wear part
(of, e.g., one of the involved hydraulic connection ar-
rangements) being removed and/or exchanged, i.e.
there is the possibility to more easily remove (or replace)
a wear part, e.g. a non-return valve or non-return valve
cartridge, with the booster or (other) pump units still
working. Especially according to the present invention,
this advantage is able to be realized and applied for a
wide variety of different categories of hydraulic systems
and/or pump units involved, e.g. all 6" pump units and/or
regarding pump units or hydraulic systems in the range of
being able to pump between 2 and 6 cubic meters per
hour and/or to pump between 10 and 16 cubic meters per
hour.

Especially, it is advantageously possible according to the
presentinvention to remove the non-return valve (or non-
return valve cartridge) from non-return valve housing
(which is not possible in conventionally known hydraulic
systems as the non-return valve (or the non-return valve
cartridge) has to be broken in order to remove it from the
non-return valve housing.

[0016] A further advantage according to the present
invention, concerns the possibility to use standard ball
valves: Regarding the whole range of different power
specifications, it is advantageously possible to use stan-
dard ball valves, e.g. brass ball valves (or stainless steel
ball valves), hence there is no need, according to the
present invention, to use (typically more costly) special
ball valves, especially ball valves made of stainless steel.
[0017] Still a further advantage is related to the con-
necting part comprising the union nut used to tightly
connect the connecting part (with, e.g., the wear part)
wherein asealringis used at the interface of the union nut
(e.g., towards a first thread of the wear part). Especially
and advantageously, this seal ring corresponds to an
integrated seal ring (or O-ring) and - especially compared
to conventionally known hydraulic systems - it is not
possible anymore to loose this O-ring..

[0018] According to the present invention, it is advan-
tageously possible and preferred that the union nut is
used at the connection of the connecting part to the wear
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part, and wherein the lock nut is used at the connection of
the connecting part to the valve, especially to assure this
connection and its tightness, wherein the first side of the
hydraulic connection arrangement corresponds to one
connection side of the wear part, wherein especially the
hydraulic connection arrangement is formed

-- by means of another connection side of the wear
part being connected, using the union nut, with one
connection side of the connecting part, and

-- by means of the connecting part being connected,
on its other connection side, with the valve, using the
lock nut and especially using a thread portion, the
thread portion especially being screwed into an in-
ternal thread of the valve.

[0019] Itis thereby advantageously possible to realize
and implement the inventive method in a comparatively
simple and efficient manner.

[0020] According to the present invention, it is advan-
tageously furthermore possible and preferred that the
union nutis used at the connection of the connecting part
to the valve, and wherein the lock nut is used at the
connection of the connecting part to the wear part, espe-
cially to assure this connection and its tightness, wherein
the first side of the hydraulic connection arrangement
corresponds to one connection side of the wear part,
wherein especially the hydraulic connection arrange-
ment is formed

-- by means of another connection side of the wear
part being connected, using the lock nut and espe-
cially a thread portion, with one connection side of
the connecting part, the thread portion especially
being screwed into an internal thread of the wear
part, and

-- by means of the connecting part being connected,
on its other connection side, with the valve, using the
union nut.

[0021] Itis thereby advantageously possible to realize
and implement the inventive method in a comparatively
simple and efficient manner; especially, it is advanta-
geously possible to realize the internal thread as part
of the wear part such that only the wear part and the
connecting part need to be specifically configured in
order to implement the present invention.

[0022] According to the present invention, it is further-
more advantageously possible and preferred that the
wear part is connected, at the first side of the hydraulic
connection arrangement towards the pump unit, by
means of a flange connection, especially comprising
two screws.

[0023] Itis thereby advantageously possible to realize
and implement the inventive method in a comparatively
simple and efficient manner. Especially, it is advanta-
geously possible that, by means of a flange element as
part of the wear part (or connected to the wear part) a
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flange interface or a flange connection towards the pump
unit is able to be realized efficiently.

[0024] According to the present invention, it is further-
more advantageously possible and preferred that the first
side of the hydraulic connection arrangement corre-
sponds to one connection side of the connecting part,
wherein the lock nut and especially a thread portion is
used, at this connection side of the connecting part, for its
connection to the pump unit, especially to assure this
connection and its tightness, the thread portion espe-
cially being screwed into an internal thread of the pump
unit, wherein especially the hydraulic connection ar-
rangement is formed

-- by means of using, at the other connection side of
the connecting part, the union nut, with one connec-
tion side of the wear part, and

-- by means of the wear part, being connected, oniits
other connection side, with the valve, especially
using a further union nut.

[0025] Itis thereby advantageously possible to realize
and implement the inventive method in a comparatively
simple and efficient manner; especially, it is advanta-
geously possible to realize the internal thread as part
of the pump unit such that only the pump unit and the
connecting part need to be specifically configured in
order to implement the present invention.

[0026] Furthermore, itis advantageously possible and
preferred according to the present invention that the first
side of the hydraulic connection arrangement corre-
sponds to one connection side of the connecting part,
wherein the union nut is used, at this connection side of
the connecting part, for its connection to the pump unit,
wherein especially the hydraulic connection arrange-
ment is formed

-- by means of using, at the other connection side of
the connecting part, the lock nut and especially a
thread portion, with one connection side of the wear
part, especially to assure this connection and its
tightness and the thread portion especially being
screwed into an internal thread of the wear part, and
-- by means of the wear part, being connected, oniits
other connection side, with the valve, especially
using a further union nut.

[0027] Itis thereby advantageously possible to realize
and implement the inventive method in a comparatively
simple and efficient manner; especially, it is advanta-
geously possible to realize the internal thread as part
of the wear part such that only the wear part and the
connecting part need to be specifically configured in
order to implement the present invention.

[0028] Furthermore, itis advantageously possible and
preferred according to the presentinvention that the wear
part corresponds to a check valve or to a filter element
and/or that the valve corresponds to a ball valve.
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[0029] Itis thereby advantageously possible to realize
and implement the inventive method in a comparatively
simple and efficient manner.

[0030] Furthermore, the present invention relates to a
hydraulic system comprising a plurality of pump units
besides the hydraulic system, wherein each pump unit
is connected, to the hydraulic system, by means of a
respective hydraulic connection arrangement according
to the present invention.

[0031] Furthermore, the present invention relates to a
method for removing and/or exchanging a wear part
and/or for removing and/or exchanging at least part of
a hydraulic connection arrangement, wherein the hy-
draulic connection arrangement connects a hydraulic
system with a pump unit, wherein the hydraulic connec-
tion arrangement comprises at least the wear part and a
valve, and furthermore comprises a connecting part,

wherein the hydraulic connection arrangement com-
prises a first side and a second side,

wherein the hydraulic connection arrangement is
configured to be connected, at its first side, to the
pump unit, and, at its second side, to the hydraulic
system,

wherein the second side of the hydraulic connection
arrangement corresponds to one connection side of
the valve,

characterized in that the wear part, the connecting
part and the valve are connected with each other by
means of screw connections to form the hydraulic
connection arrangement, wherein the connecting
part comprises a union nut and a lock nut, wherein
the method comprises the following steps:

-- in a first step, the connection of the hydraulic
connection arrangement at its first side is loo-
sened or opened and the lock nut is loosened
with regard to a thread portion of the connecting
part,

-- in a second step, the thread portion of the
connecting part is rotated, together with the
wear part.

-- in a third step, the union nut is loosened or
opened, and the wear part removed and/or ex-
changed.

[0032] Additionally, the presentinvention relates to the
use of a hydraulic connection arrangement for connect-
ing a hydraulic system with a pump unit or to the use of a
wear part for providing a hydraulic connection arrange-
ment, especially according to the present invention or for
providing an inventive system or for being used in an
inventive method, wherein the hydraulic connection ar-
rangement comprises at least a (or the) wear part and a
valve, and furthermore comprises a connecting part,

wherein the hydraulic connection arrangement com-
prises a first side and a second side, wherein the
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hydraulic connection arrangement is configured to
be connected, atits first side, to the pump unit, and, at
its second side, to the hydraulic system,

wherein the second side of the hydraulic connection
arrangement corresponds to one connection side of
the valve,

characterized in that the connecting part comprises
at least one union nut and a lock nut, wherein - in an
operative state of the hydraulic connection arrange-
ment - the connecting part is connected to the wear
part,

wherein - in a maintenance state of the hydraulic
connection arrangement - the union nut as well as
the lock nut is loosened such that the wear part is
able to be removed or exchanged while being sepa-
rated from the hydraulic system by means of the
valve being closed.

[0033] These and other characteristics, features and
advantages of the present invention will become appar-
ent from the following detailed description, taken in con-
junction with the accompanying drawings, which illus-
trate, by way of example, the principles of the invention.
The description is given for the sake of example only,
without limiting the scope of the invention. The reference
figures quoted below refer to the attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0034]

Figure 1 schematically illustrates an exemplary em-
bodiment of the present invention, according to a
perspective view: A hydraulic connection arrange-
ment is shown together with a pump unit, the hy-
draulic connection arrangement being connected to
a hydraulic system.

Figure 2 schematically illustrates an exploded view
of the hydraulic connection arrangement according
to the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0035] The present invention will be described with
respect to particular embodiments and with reference
to certain drawings, but the invention is not limited thereto
but only by the claims. The drawings described are only
schematic and are non-limiting. In the drawings, the size
of some of the elements may be exaggerated and not
drawn on scale for illustrative purposes.

[0036] Where an indefinite or definite article is used
when referring to a singular noun, e.g. "a", "an", "the", this
includes a plural of that noun unless something else is
specifically stated.

[0037] Furthermore, the terms first, second, third and
the like in the description and in the claims are used for
distinguishing between similar elements and not neces-
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sarily for describing a sequential or chronological order. It
is to be understood that the terms so used are inter-
changeable under appropriate circumstances and that
the embodiments of the invention described herein are
capable of operation in other sequences than described
or illustrated herein.

[0038] In Figure 1, an exemplary embodiment of a
hydraulic connection arrangement 100 is schematically
shown according to a perspective view. The hydraulic
connection arrangement 100 is connected to a pump unit
300 and to a hydraulic system 200.

The hydraulic connection arrangement 100 comprises a
first side A and a second side B. At its first side A, the
hydraulic connection arrangement 100 is configured to
be connected to the pump unit 300. At its second side B,
the hydraulic connection arrangement 100 in configured
to be connected to the hydraulic system 200. Figure 1
only shows a small portion (such as a pipe end leading to
a manifold) of the hydraulic system 200.

[0039] According to the present invention, the hydrau-
lic connection arrangement 100 comprises at least a
wear part 110 and a valve 130, and furthermore com-
prises a connecting part 120, wherein the wear part 110,
the connecting part 120 and the valve 130 are connected
with each other by means of screw connections to form
the hydraulic connection arrangement 100. The second
side B of the hydraulic connection arrangement 100
corresponds to one connection side of the valve 130,
and the connecting part 120 comprises a union nut 125
and a lock nut 126.

Thus, the hydraulic connection arrangement 100 com-
prises the wear part 110, the connecting part 120 and the
valve 130 such that the wear part 110 (at one of its two
connection sides) is connected to (one of the two con-
nection sides of) the connecting part 120 (using a screw
connection), and the connecting part 120 is in turn con-
nected (at its other connection side and again using a
screw connection) with (one of the two connection sides
of) the valve 130 - i.e. starting from the first side A of the
hydraulic connection arrangement 100, the wear part 110
comes first and then comes the connecting part 120; and
thereafter the valve 130. This corresponds to the config-
uration of the hydraulic connection arrangement 100
shown in Figure 1; however, another configuration of
the hydraulic connection arrangement 100 (not shown
in Figure 1)is possible according to the presentinvention:
according this other configuration of the hydraulic con-
nection arrangement 100 - while the hydraulic connection
arrangement 100 nevertheless comprises the wear part
110, the connecting part 120 and the valve 130 - the
connection part 120 (at one of its two connection sides) is
connected to (one of the two connection sides of) the
wear part 110 (using a screw connection), and the wear
part 110 is in turn connected (at its other connection side
and again using a screw connection) with (one of the two
connection sides of) the valve 130 - i.e. starting from the
first side A of the hydraulic connection arrangement 100,
the connecting part 120 comes first and then comes the
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wear part 110; and thereafter the valve 130.

[0040] InFigure 2, schematically showing an exploded
view of an embodiment of the hydraulic connection ar-
rangement 100 according to the present invention, the
parts of the hydraulic connection arrangement 100 - i.e.
the wear part 110, the valve 130, and the connecting part
120 - are represented separately and, thus, are more
clearly visible: In the exemplary embodiment shown, the
wear part 110 comprises a flange element 112 that is
used to tightly connect the first side A of the hydraulic
connection arrangement 100, with the pump unit 300, in
the exemplary embodiment shown, with a flange of the
pump unit 300. The connecting part 120 comprises the
union nut 125: According to the exemplarily represented
embodiment, the union nut 125 is used to tightly connect
the connecting part 120 with the wear part 110; according
to the exemplary embodiment shown, this is done using a
sealring 125’ between the union nut 125 and afirst thread
115 of the wear part 110. Furthermore, the connecting
part 120 comprises the lock nut 126: According to the
exemplarily represented embodiment, the lock nut 126 is
used to tightly connect the connecting part 120 with the
valve 130; according to the exemplary embodiment
shown, this is done using a further seal ring 126’ between
the lock nut 126 and the valve 130: an external thread,
hereinafter called thread portion 120’, of the connecting
part 120 (shown, in Figure 2, on the left hand side of the
connecting part 120) is first screwed into an internal
thread 136 of the valve 130; this connection is then
secured (and tightened) by means of the further seal ring
126’ and the lock nut 126 against the valve 130.

At the other side of the valve 130, realizing the second
side B of the hydraulic connection arrangement 100, the
valve 130 is connected to the hydraulic system 200 using
connection techniques known in the art.

[0041] Hence, Figures 1 and 2 show an embodiment of
the hydraulic connection arrangement 100 where the
union nut 125 is used at the connection of the connecting
part 120 to the wear part 110, and wherein the lock nut
126 is used at the connection of the connecting part 120
to the valve 130, especially to assure this connection and
its tightness. The first side A of the hydraulic connection
arrangement 100 corresponds to one connection side of
the wear part 110. The hydraulic connection arrangement
100 is formed by means of another connection side (first
thread 115) of the wear part 110 being connected, using
the union nut 125, with one connection side of the con-
necting part 120, and by means of the connecting part
120 being connected, on its other connection side (using
the thread portion 120’), with the valve 130, using the lock
nut 126.

[0042] Accordingto such a configuration of the hydrau-
lic connection arrangement 100, it is advantageously
possible, according to the present invention, to remove
and/or to exchange the wear part 110 and/or to remove
and/or exchange at least part of the hydraulic connection
arrangement 100, and this despite the fact that the hy-
draulic connection arrangement 100 is fixedly integrated
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between the pump unit 300 (on its first side A) and the
hydraulic system 200 (on its second side B), i.e. the axial
distance between the pump unit 300 and the hydraulic
system 200 (or between the pump unit 300 and the
internal thread 136 of the valve 130) is fixed and cannot
be modified, at least not meaningfully enlarged (in order
to be able to more easily remove and/or exchange at least
a part of a hydraulic connection arrangement 100); to the
contrary, it might very well be the case that - in a scenario
where the hydraulic system is under pressure - this axial
distance (between the pump unit 300 and the hydraulic
system 200 or between the pump unit 300 and the inter-
nal thread 136 of the valve 130) might be even reduced
(e.g. due to mechanical stress and corresponding elastic
displacements).

According to the present invention, this is possible by
means of using both the union nut 125 and the lock nut
126 of the connecting part 120: in a first step - after the
connection of the hydraulic connection arrangement 100,
atits first side A, is loosened or opened - the lock nut 126
is loosened with regard to the thread portion 120’ of the
connecting part (120); in other words, the lock nut 126 is
moved, on the thread portion 120’, away from the valve
130, thereby providing the possibility to screw (or to
rotate) - in a second step - the thread portion 120’ further
into the internal thread 136 of the valve 130. Such screw-
ing (or rotating) of the thread portion 120’ further into the
internal thread 136 of the valve 130 provides axial space
in orderto be able toremove and/orto exchange atleasta
part of the hydraulic connection arrangement 100; the
rotation of the thread portion 120’ of the connecting part
120 is preferably (but not necessarily) done together with
the wear part 110. In a third step, the union nut 125 is
loosened or opened, and the wear part 110 is able to be
removed and/or exchanged. In case that the third step is
conducted prior to the second step, the rotation of the
thread portion 120’ of the connecting part 120 is not
necessarily done together with the wear part 110.
[0043] According to the embodiment shown in Figure
2, the wear part 110 is connected, at the first side A of the
hydraulic connection arrangement 100 towards the
pump unit 300, by means of a flange connection, espe-
cially comprising two screws. This is exemplarily shown,
in Figures 1 and 2, by means of the flange element 112
being realized as part of the wear part 110 (or connected
to the wear part 110) and providing a flange interface or
flange connection towards the pump unit 300.

[0044] According to a further preferred embodiment -
that not shown in Figures 1 and 2 - according to the
present invention, the connecting part 120 is somehow
rotated (about a vertical axis) by 180 degrees such that
the locations of the union nut 125 and the lock nut 126 are
exchanged, i.e. the union nut 125 is used at the connec-
tion of the connecting part 120 to the valve 130, and the
lock nut 126 is used at the connection of the connecting
part 120 to the wear part 110, especially to assure this
connection and its tightness. Again (and corresponding
to the embodiment shown in Figures 1 and 2) the first side
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A of the hydraulic connection arrangement 100 corre-
sponds to one connection side of the wear part 110, and
especially the hydraulic connection arrangement 100 is
formed by means of another connection side (which
needs to be an internal thread) of the wear part 110 being
connected, using the lock nut 126, with one connection
side of the connecting part 120 - namely with the thread
portion 120’ -, and by means of the connecting part 120
being connected, on its other connection side, with the
valve 130, using the union nut 125 (in this case, the valve
needs to have an external thread instead of the internal
thread 136 as shown in Figure 2).

[0045] According to still a further embodiment - like-
wise not shown in Figures 1 and 2 - according to the
present invention, the first side A of the hydraulic con-
nection arrangement 100 corresponds to one connection
side of the connecting part 120 (namely the side of the
connecting part 120 having the thread portion 120’),
wherein the lock nut 126 is used, at this connection side
of the connecting part 120, for its connection to the pump
unit 300 (in this case, the pump unit 300 needs to provide
an internal thread), especially to assure this connection
and its tightness. According to such an embodiment,
especially, the hydraulic connection arrangement 100
is formed by means of using, at the other connection
side of the connecting part 120, the union nut 125, with
one connection side of the wear part 110 (i.e. the side
corresponding to the first thread 115), and by means of
the wear part 110, being connected, on its other connec-
tion side, with the valve 130, especially using a further
union nut.

[0046] According to still a further embodiment - like-
wise not shown in Figures 1 and 2 - according to the
present invention, the first side A of the hydraulic con-
nection arrangement 100 corresponds to one connection
side of the connecting part 120, wherein the union nut 125
is used, atthis connection side of the connecting part 120,
for its connection to the pump unit 300 (in this case, the
pump unit 300 needs to provide an external thread in
order to be able to accommodate the union nut 125).
According to such an embodiment, especially the hy-
draulic connection arrangement 100 is formed by means
of using, at the other connection side of the connecting
part (120), the lock nut 126, with one connection side of
the wear part 110 (which needs to be an internal thread),
especially to assure this connection and its tightness, and
by means of the wear part 110, being connected, on its
other connection side, with the valve 130, especially
using a further union nut.

[0047] According to all embodiment of the present
invention - i.e. the one represented in Figures 1 and 2
as well as the ones not represented in Figures 1 and 2 -,
the connecting part 120 is arranged such that an axial
distance or an axial space is able to be realized, which
axial distance or axial space is used to be able to remove
and/or to exchange and/or to mount the wear part 110:
This axial distance or axial space, is able to be realized by
means of using the side of the connecting part 120 having
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the thread portion 120’; after the lock nut 126 (interacting
with this thread portion 120’) having been loosened, it is
possible torotate (i.e. screw) the connecting part 120 with
its thread portion 120’ further into an internal thread,
thereby providing the axial distance or space. In order
to use this axial distance or axial space, the connecting
part 120 comprises, onits opposing side (i.e. opposite the
thread portion 120’), the union nut 125.

Figure 2 shows the embodiment where, starting from the
first side A of the hydraulic connection arrangement 100
(i.e. atthe interface of the pump unit 300), first comes the
wear part 110 which is facing the connecting part 120 by
means of the connection side of the connecting part 120
having the union nut 125; after the connecting part 120
comes the valve 130, wherein these two are connected
using the connection side of the connecting part 120
having the thread portion 120’ and the lock nut 126
and using the internal thread 136 of the valve 130 as
the internal thread providing the possibility to achieve or
realize the axial distance or axial space.

[0048] According to two other mentioned embodi-
ments or configurations of the present invention, an
internal thread analogous to internal thread 136 of the
valve 130 (and having the same functionality) is able to be
implemented as part of the wear part 110: Such a con-
figuration is possible, according to the present invention,
by means of two different embodiments or configurations
of the hydraulic connection arrangement 100. According
to one of these embodiments or configurations, the con-
necting part 120 has its two sides inverted (compared to
the representation of Figure 2, i.e. the connecting part
120 is rotated by 180 degrees about a vertical axis, or,
stated differently, the locations of the union nut 125 and
the lock nut 126 are exchanged, and the union nut 125 is
used at the connection of the connecting part 120 to the
valve 130, whereas the lock nut 126 is used at the
connection of the connecting part 120 to the wear part
110 with the wear part 110 needs to have, in this case, the
internal thread), according to the other of these embodi-
ments or configurations, the positions of the wear part
110 and the connecting part 120 are exchanged, i.e.
starting from the first side A of the hydraulic connection
arrangement 100 (i.e. at the interface of the pump unit
300), the connecting part 120 comes first (facing, the
pump unit 300 by means of its connection side having the
union nut 125) and the wear part 110 comes second, and
both the connecting part 120 and the wear part 110 are
connected using the connection side of the connecting
part 120 having the lock nut 126 (and the wear part 110
has a corresponding internal thread analogous to internal
thread 136 of the valve 130).

In a manner alternative to these two embodiments or
configurations (of the wear part 110 comprising an ana-
logous internal thread) and also alternative to the valve
130 comprising the internal thread 136 (as shown in
Figure 2), it is also possible and preferred according to
the presentinvention that an internal thread is implemen-
ted at the interface between the connecting part 120 and
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the pump unit 300: Such an embodiment or configuration
corresponds - compared to the representation of Figure 2
-to arotation (by 180 degrees and about a vertical axis) of
not only the connecting part 120 alone but to a rotation of
both the connecting part 120 and the wear part 110 (of
course, in case of the wear part 110 having a direction-
ality, e.g. due to a no-return valve or a filter unit, the wear
part 110 needs to be configured such that the required
directionality is preserved), i.e. starting from the first side
A ofthe hydraulic connection arrangement 100 (i.e. atthe
interface of the pump unit 300), again the connecting part
120 comes first (using the connection side of the con-
necting part 120 having the lock nut 126 and the pump
unit 300 having a corresponding internal thread analo-
gous to internal thread 136 of the valve 130 shown in
Figure 2) and the wear part 110 comes second, and both
the connecting part 120 and the wear part 110 are con-
nected by means of the connection side of the connecting
part 120 having the union nut 125.

[0049] Hence, according to all embodiments or config-
urations of the hydraulic connection arrangement 100 of
the present invention, an axial distance or space is ad-
vantageously able to be realized due to the connecting
part 120 having the (external) thread portion 120’ (and the
lock nut 126) and by means of an interaction of that thread
portion 120’ with a corresponding internal thread - of
either the valve 130 (shown in Figures 1 and 2), or the
wear part 110 or the pump unit 300 - by means of screw-
ing, or rotating, at least the connecting part 120 further
into the corresponding internal thread after the lock nut
126 having been loosened. Once the axial distance or
space is realized, by means of loosening the union nut
125, itis advantageously possible to comparatively easily
and quickly remove and/or exchange the wear part 110
and/or remove and/or exchange at least part of the
hydraulic connection arrangement 100 - and especially
without having to shut off all of the hydraulic system 200:
only the corresponding valve 130 (being related to the
hydraulic connection arrangement 100 considered or
concerned) needs to be closed in order to hydraulically
separate the wear part 110 and/or the hydraulic connec-
tion arrangement 100 towards the respective and con-
sidered pump unit 300.

Hence, regarding all embodiments or configurations of
the hydraulic connection arrangement 100, the inventive
method for removing and/or exchanging the wear part
110 and/or for removing and/or exchanging at least part
ofthe hydraulic connection arrangement 100 is able to be
applied: the connecting part 120 comprises the union nut
125 as well as the lock nut 126 and the method comprises
loosening or opening the connection of the hydraulic
connection arrangement 100 at a location opposite of
the lock nut 126, e.g. at its first side A, and loosening the
lock nut 126 with regard to the thread portion 120’ of the
connecting part 120; furthermore, the thread portion 120’
of the connecting part 120 is rotated further into the
internal thread (of the valve 130 (reference sign 136),
or of the wear part or of the pump unit 300) - especially



15 EP 4 481 200 A1 16

together with the wear part 110 - and the union nut 125 is
loosened or opened, and the wear part 110 removed
and/or exchanged.

wherein the union nut (125) is used at the con-
nection of the connecting part (120) to the valve
(130), and wherein the lock nut (126) is used at

internal thread (136) of the valve (130).

3. Hydraulic connection arrangement (100) according

to one of the preceding claims,

the connection of the connecting part (120) to

5 the wear part (110), especially to assure this
Claims connection and its tightness, wherein the first
side (A) of the hydraulic connection arrange-
Hydraulic connection arrangement (100) for con- ment (100) corresponds to one connection side
necting a hydraulic system (200) with a pump unit of the wear part (110),
(300), wherein the hydraulic connection arrange- 10 wherein especially the hydraulic connection ar-
ment (100) comprises at least a wear part (110) rangement (100) is formed
and a valve (130), and furthermore comprises a
connecting part (120), -- by means of another connection side of
the wear part (110) being connected, using
wherein the hydraulic connection arrangement 15 the lock nut (126) and especially a thread
(100) comprises a first side (A) and a second portion (120’), with one connection side of
side (B), wherein the hydraulic connection ar- the connecting part (120), the thread portion
rangement (100) is configured to be connected, (120) especially being screwed into an in-
atits first side (A), to the pump unit (300), and, at ternal thread of the wear part (110), and
its second side (B), to the hydraulic system 20 -- by means of the connecting part (120)
(200), being connected, on its other connection
wherein the second side (B) of the hydraulic side, with the valve (130), using the union
connection arrangement (100) corresponds to nut (125).
one connection side of the valve (130),
characterized in that the wear part (110), the 25 Hydraulic connection arrangement (100) according
connecting part (120) and the valve (130) are to one of the preceding claims,
connected with each other by means of screw wherein the wear part (110) is connected, at the first
connections to form the hydraulic connection side (A) of the hydraulic connection arrangement
arrangement (100), (100) towards the pump unit (300), by means of a
wherein the connecting part (120) comprises a 30 flange connection, especially comprising two
union nut (125) and a lock nut (126). screws.
Hydraulic connection arrangement (100) according Hydraulic connection arrangement (100) according
to claim 1, wherein the union nut (125) is used at the to one of the preceding claims,
connection of the connecting part (120) to the wear 35
part (110), and wherein the lock nut (126) is used at wherein the first side (A) of the hydraulic con-
the connection of the connecting part (120) to the nection arrangement (100) corresponds to one
valve (130), especially to assure this connection and connection side of the connecting part (120),
its tightness, wherein the first side (A) of the hydraulic wherein the lock nut (126) and especially a
connection arrangement (100) corresponds to one 40 thread portion (120’) is used, at this connection
connection side of the wear part (110), side of the connecting part (120), for its connec-
wherein especially the hydraulic connection ar- tion to the pump unit (300), especially to assure
rangement (100) is formed this connection and its tightness, the thread
portion (120’) especially being screwed into an
-- by means of another connection side of the 45 internal thread of the pump unit (300),
wear part (110) being connected, using the un- wherein especially the hydraulic connection ar-
ion nut (125), with one connection side of the rangement (100) is formed
connecting part (120),
and --by means of using, atthe other connection
-- by means of the connecting part (120) being 90 side of the connecting part (120), the union
connected, on its other connection side, with the nut (125), with one connection side of the
valve (130), using the lock nut (126) and espe- wear part (110), and
cially using a thread portion (120’), the thread -- by means of the wear part (110), being
portion (120’) especially being screwed into an connected, on its other connection side,
55

with the valve (130), especially using a
further union nut.

6. Hydraulic connection arrangement (100) according
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10.
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to one of the preceding claims,

wherein the first side (A) of the hydraulic con-
nection arrangement (100) corresponds to one
connection side of the connecting part (120),
wherein the union nut (125) is used, at this
connection side of the connecting part (120),
for its connection to the pump unit (300),
wherein especially the hydraulic connection ar-
rangement (100) is formed

--by means of using, atthe other connection
side of the connecting part (120), the lock
nut (126) and especially a thread portion
(120’), with one connection side of the wear
part (110), especially to assure this connec-
tion and its tightness and the thread portion
(120’) especially being screwed into an in-
ternal thread of the wear part (110), and

-- by means of the wear part (110), being
connected, on its other connection side,
with the valve (130), especially using a
further union nut.

Hydraulic connection arrangement (100) according
to one of the preceding claims,

wherein the wear part (110) corresponds to a check
valve or to a filter element.

Hydraulic connection arrangement (100) according
to one of the preceding claims,
wherein the valve (130) corresponds to a ball valve.

Hydraulic system (200) comprising a plurality of
pump units (300) besides the hydraulic system
(200), wherein each pump unit (300) is connected,
to the hydraulic system (200), by means of a respec-
tive hydraulic connection arrangement (100) accord-
ing to one of the preceding claims.

Method for removing and/or exchanging a wear part
(110) and/or for removing and/or exchanging at least
part of a hydraulic connection arrangement (100),

wherein the hydraulic connection arrangement
(100) connects a hydraulic system (200) with a
pump unit (300), wherein the hydraulic connec-
tion arrangement (100) comprises at least the
wear part (110) and a valve (130), and further-
more comprises a connecting part (120),
wherein the hydraulic connection arrangement
(100) comprises a first side (A) and a second
side (B), wherein the hydraulic connection ar-
rangement (100) is configured to be connected,
atits first side (A), to the pump unit (300), and, at
its second side (B), to the hydraulic system
(200),

wherein the second side (B) of the hydraulic
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10

connection arrangement (100) corresponds to
one connection side of the valve (130),
characterized in that the wear part (110), the
connecting part (120) and the valve (130) are
connected with each other by means of screw
connections to form the hydraulic connection
arrangement (100),

wherein the connecting part (120) comprises a
union nut (125) and a lock nut (126), wherein the
method comprises the following steps:

-- in a first step, the connection of the hy-
draulic connection arrangement (100) at its
first side (A) is loosened or opened and the
lock nut (126) is loosened with regard to a
thread portion (120’) of the connecting part
(120),

--inasecond step, the thread portion (120°)
of the connecting part (120) is rotated, to-
gether with the wear part (110).

-- in a third step, the union nut (125) is
loosened or opened, and the wear part
(110) removed and/or exchanged.

11. Use of a hydraulic connection arrangement (100) for

connecting a hydraulic system (200) with a pump unit
(300) or use of a wear part (110) for providing a
hydraulic connection arrangement (100), especially
according to one of the preceding claims and/or for
providing a system according to claim 9 and/or for
being used ina method according to claim 10, where-
in the hydraulic connection arrangement (100) com-
prises at least a wear part (110) and a valve (130),
and furthermore comprises a connecting part (120),

wherein the hydraulic connection arrangement
(100) comprises a first side (A) and a second
side (B), wherein the hydraulic connection ar-
rangement (100) is configured to be connected,
atits first side (A), to the pump unit (300), and, at
its second side (B), to the hydraulic system
(200),

wherein the second side (B) of the hydraulic
connection arrangement (100) corresponds to
one connection side of the valve (130),
characterized in that the connecting part (120)
comprises atleastone union nut (125)and alock
nut (126),

wherein - in an operative state of the hydraulic
connection arrangement (100) - the connecting
part (120) is connected to the wear part (110),
wherein - in a maintenance state of the hydraulic
connection arrangement (100) - the union nut
(125) as well as the lock nut (126) is loosened
such that the wear part (110) is able to be re-
moved or exchanged while being separated
from the hydraulic system (200) by means of
the valve (130) being closed.
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