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(54) SHOE UPPER AND SHOE HAVING THE SAME

(57) Embodiments of the present application pro-
vides a shoe upper and a shoe having the same, char-
acterized in that the shoe upper comprises a shoe upper
having a vamp toe portion and a vamp side portion that
are connected to each other, wherein the inner surface of
the vamp side portion is provided with a position limiting
component; a tongue having a first portion and a second
portion that are oppositely disposed, wherein the first
portion of the tongue is affixed to the vamp toe portion;
an elastic band configured to connect the second portion
of the tongue with the vamp side portion, wherein at least
part of the elastic band is located between the position
limiting component and the inner surface of the vamp side

portion, and the second portion of the tongue is in limiting
mating with the position limiting component under the
action of the elastic band. According to the technical
scheme of the embodiments of the present application,
the tongue can be prevented from dropping after the user
takes off the shoe, so that a sufficient distance can be
kept between the tongue and the insole. This avoids
obstructing the insertion of the foot due to interference
between the tongue and the foot when the user puts on
the shoe. The insertion does not require any manual
operation, thus effectively improving the efficiency of
putting on the shoe by the user and improving the user’s
experience.
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Description
TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present application relates to the technical
field of footwear, in particular to a shoe upper and a shoe
having the same.

BACKGROUND

[0002] In the related art, after a user takes off his/her
shoe, the tongue of the shoe would easily drop off,
resulting in a close distance between the tongue and
the insole. When the user puts on the shoe again, the
tongue interferes with the foot and hinders the foot from
inserting into the shoe. In this case, the user needs to
manually pull the tongue upwards so as to puton the shoe
smoothly, which affects the user’s experience.

SUMMARY

[0003] Embodiments of the present application pro-
vide a shoe upper and a shoe having the same to solve
or alleviate one or more technical problems in the prior
art.

[0004] As anaspectofthe embodiments of the present
application, the embodiments of the present application
provides a shoe upper, which comprises a shoe upper
having a vamp toe portion and a vamp side portion that
are connected to each other, wherein the inner surface of
the vamp side portion is provided with a position limiting
component; a tongue having a first portion and a second
portion that are oppositely disposed, wherein the first
portion of the tongue is affixed to the vamp toe portion;
an elastic band configured to connect the second portion
of the tongue with the vamp side portion, wherein at least
part of the elastic band is located between the position
limiting component and the inner surface of the vamp side
portion, and the second portion of the tongue is in limiting
mating with the position limiting component under the
action of the elastic band, i.e. the configuration and
interactions of the second tongue portion, elastic bands,
and the position limiting component limit the mating of the
tongue with the inner portions of the footwear that may
prevent the foot from easily entering the shoe for a proper
fit.

[0005] In one implementation, one end of the elastic
band is located between the position limiting component
and the inner surface of the vamp side portion, and the
other end of the elastic band is connected to the second
portion of the tongue, and the side edge of the second
portion of the tongue abuts against the position limiting
component under the action of the elastic band.

[0006] In one implementation, one end of the elastic
band is connected between the position limiting compo-
nent and the inner surface of the vamp side portion.
[0007] In one implementation, the position limiting
component comprises an interior lining layer and an
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opening formed in the interior lining layer, one end of
the elastic band passes through the opening and at least
extends to somewhere between the interior lining layer
and the inner surface of the vamp side portion, and the
other end of the elastic band is connected to the second
portion of the tongue, and the side edge of the second
portion of the tongue abuts against the opening under the
action of the elastic band.

[0008] In one implementation, the other end of the
elastic band is connected to the side edge of the second
portion of the tongue.

[0009] In one implementation, there are two elastic
bands and two position limiting components, the two
position limiting components are located on both side
edges of the vamp side portion, respectively, and the
tongue and the two position limiting components are
engaged in limiting mating under the action of the two
elastic bands, respectively.

[0010] In one implementation, the position limiting
component comprises a first position limiting component
and a second position limiting component, the vamp side
portion comprises a first vamp side portion and a second
vamp side portion that are oppositely disposed, one end
of the elastic band is connected between the first position
limiting component and the inner surface of the first vamp
side portion, and the other end of the elastic band is
connected between the second position limiting compo-
nent and the inner surface of the second vamp side
portion.

[0011] In one implementation, the vamp side portion
comprises a first vamp side portion and a second vamp
side portion that are oppositely disposed, and the posi-
tion limiting component comprises a first interior lining
layer, afirst opening formed in the firstinterior lining layer,
a second interior lining layer, and a second opening
formed in the second interior lining layer, the first interior
lining layer is located on the inner surface of the first vamp
side portion, and the second interior lining layer is located
on the inner surface of the second vamp side portion; one
end of the elastic band passes through the first opening
and at least extends to somewhere between the first
interior lining layer and the inner surface of the first vamp
side portion, and the other end of the elastic band passes
through the second opening and at least extends to
somewhere between the second interior lining layer
and the inner surface of the second vamp side portion.
[0012] In one implementation, the intermediate seg-
ment of the elastic band is connected to the tongue;
alternatively, the intermediate segment of the elastic
band penetrates through the tongue.

[0013] In one implementation, the vamp further has a
vamp heel portion connected to the vamp side portion,
and the shoe upper further comprises a heel support
member disposed at the vamp heel portion, wherein
the heel support member is configured in arigid structure;
alternatively, at least part of the heel support memberis a
flexible structure.

[0014] In one implementation, the heel support mem-
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ber comprises a first support portion and a second sup-
port portion located at the bottom end of the first support
portion, at least part of the second support portion pro-
trudes outwards and is configured for surrounding the
back of the heel of the user, and the first support portion
inclines outwards from bottom to top.

[0015] In one implementation, the first support portion
has a first configuration and a second configuration, and
when the foot of the user inserts into the vamp, the first
support portion is deformed from the first configuration to
the second configuration under the load of the foot, and
the height of at least part of the first supporting part is
reduced; after removing the load of the foot, the first
support portion is restored from the second configuration
to the first configuration.

[0016] In one implementation, the first support portion
has a first configuration and a second configuration, and
when the foot of the user inserts into the vamp, the first
support portion is deformed from the first configuration to
the second configuration under the load of the foot, and
the inclination angle of the first support portion with
respectto the vertical line becomes larger; after removing
the load of the foot, the first support portion is restored
from the second configuration to the first configuration.
[0017] Inoneimplementation, the second support por-
tion includes a middle region and two side regions, and
when in the second configuration, the upper part of the
middle region is closer to the vamp toe portion than in the
first configuration, and the uppermost area of the first
support portion is farther away from the vamp toe portion
than in the first configuration.

[0018] Inoneimplementation, the second support por-
tion includes a middle region and two side regions, and
when in the second configuration, the two side regions
move outwards to increase the distance between the two
sides of the vamp side portion.

[0019] In one implementation, the vamp further com-
prises a flexible component disposed on the heel support
member; when a user’s foot inserts into the vamp, the
flexible component is compressed, and the flexible com-
ponent exerts pressure on the user’s ankle.

[0020] In one implementation, the flexible component
extends along at least a part of the inner surface of the
vamp from both side edges of the upper part of the heel
support member, to form a side section of the flexible
component.

[0021] As another aspect of the embodiments of the
present application, the embodiments of the present
application provides a shoe, which comprises a sole
and the shoe upper of any one of the above described
implementations.

[0022] In one implementation, the elastic band of the
shoe upper has a sole-connected portion.

[0023] According to the technical scheme of the em-
bodiments of the present application, the tongue can be
prevented from dropping after the user takes off the shoe,
so that a sufficient distance can be kept between the
tongue and the insole. This avoids obstructing the inser-
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tion of the foot due to interference between the tongue
and the foot when the user puts on the shoe. The insertion
does not require any manual operation, thus effectively
improving the efficiency of putting on the shoe by the user
and improving the user’s experience.

[0024] The above summary is for illustrative purpose
only and is not intended to limit the present application in
any way. In addition to the above-described illustrative
aspects, implementations and features, further aspects,
implementations and features of the present application
will be readily understood by referring to the drawings and
the following detailed description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0025] Inthe drawings, unless otherwise specified, the
same reference numerals indicate the same or similar
components or elements throughout several drawings.
These drawings are not necessarily drawn to scale. It
should be understood that these drawings depict only
some implementations disclosed in accordance with the
present application and should not be deemed as limiting
the scope of this application.

FIG. 1 shows a schematic view of a shoe upper in
accordance with an embodiment of the present ap-
plication;

FIG. 2A shows a schematic view showing part of a
shoe upperin accordance with an embodiment of the
present application;

FIG. 2B shows a schematic view showing part of a
shoe upperin accordance with an embodiment of the
present application;

FIG. 3 shows a perspective view of a heel support
member in accordance with an embodiment of the
present application;

FIG. 4 shows a side view of a heel support memberin
accordance with an embodiment of the present ap-
plication;

FIG. 5 shows a schematic view of a heel support
member in a first configuration and in a second
configuration in accordance with an embodiment
of the present application;

FIG. 6 shows a schematic view of the heel support
member in a first configuration and in a second
configuration from another angle in accordance with
an embodiment of the present application;

FIG. 7 shows a schematic view of a vamp heel
portion in accordance with an embodiment of the
present application;

FIG. 8 shows a sectional view of a vamp heel portion
in accordance with an embodiment of the present
application; and

FIG. 9 shows a schematic view of a shoe in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present applica-
tion.
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List of the reference numerals:
[0026]

10: shoe upper;

100: vamp; 200: tongue; 300: elastic band; 310:
stitching; 400: interior lining layer; 500: opening;
600: heel support member; 610: first support portion;
620: second support portion; 700: flexible compo-
nent;

20: shoe; 201: sole.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0027] In the following text, only certain exemplary
embodiments are briefly described. As can be recog-
nized by those skilled in the art, the described embodi-
ments can be modified in various different ways without
departing from the spirit or scope of the present applica-
tion. Accordingly, the drawings and the description are to
be regarded as illustrative and non-limiting in nature.
[0028] Hereinafter, a shoe upper according to embodi-
ments of the first aspect of the present application will be
described in combination with FIGS. 1 to 8.

[0029] FIG. 1 shows a schematic view of a shoe upper
in accordance with an embodiment of the present appli-
cation; and FIG. 2 shows a schematic view showing part
of a shoe upper in accordance with an embodiment of the
present application. As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the shoe
upper 10 includes a vamp 100, a tongue 200 and an
elastic band 300.

[0030] Specifically, the vamp 100 has a vamp toe por-
tion and a vamp side portion that are connected to each
other, and the inner surface of the vamp side portion is
provided with a position limiting component. The tongue
200 has a first portion and a second portion that are
oppositely disposed, and the first portion of the tongue
200 is affixed to the vamp toe portion. The elastic band
300 is configured to connect the second portion of the
tongue 200 with the vamp side portion, at least part of the
elastic band 300 is located between the position limiting
component and the inner surface of the vamp side por-
tion, and the second portion of the tongue 200 is in limiting
mating with the position limiting component under the
action of the elastic band 300. The elastic band 300 can
be configured to connect to the inner surface of the vamp
side portion and can be affixed through stitching 310 or
any other means known in the art. The elastic band may
be affixed to other portions of the shoe such as the insole,
sole, heel cup, or loop around the insole, sole or heel cup
where the elastic bands ends are both connected to the
second portion of the tongue

[0031] It should be noted that the direction "inner" can
be understood as the side near the center of the shoe
upper 10, and the opposite direction is defined as "outer",
that is, the side away from the center of the shoe upper
10.

[0032] lllustratively, the vamp 100 and the tongue 200
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can jointly define a shoe cavity with an open top, and a
user’s foot can insert into the shoe cavity through the
open end. The vamp 100 may also include a vamp heel
portion. After the foot of the user inserts into the shoe
cavity, the user’s toe part contacts the vamp toe portion,
the user’s heel part contacts the vamp heel portion, and
the vamp side portion is connected between the vamp toe
portion and the vamp heel portion. The first portion of the
tongue 200 can be the first half of the tongue 200, that is,
the part of the tongue 200 located near the vamp toe
portion. The second portion of the tongue 200 can be the
rear half of the tongue 200, that is, the part of the tongue
200 that is disposed away from the vamp toe portion.
[0033] lllustratively, the elastic band 300 is stretchable
between a first state and a second state. Before the
user’s foot inserts into the shoe cavity, the elastic band
300isinthefirst state (as shownin FIG. 1and FIG. 2A), at
which time the length of the elastic band 300 can be L1. In
the first state, the elastic band 300 can have tension, so
that the second portion of the tongue 200 is in limiting
mating with the position limiting component. When the
user’s foot inserts into the shoe cavity, the elastic band
300 is stretched from the first state to the second state (as
shown in FIG. 2B), at which time the length of the elastic
band 300 canbe L2, wherein L2 > L1. After the user’s foot
fully extends into the shoe cavity, the elastic band 300 can
be restored from the second state to the first state or near
the first state, at which time the length of the elastic band
300 can be L3, wherein L1 <L3 <L2. After the user’s foot
is removed from the shoe cavity, the elastic band 300 can
be restored to the first state. Because the second portion
of the tongue 200 is in limit mating with the position
limiting component, the second portion of the tongue
200 can be prevented from dropping, so that there is
enough distance between the tongue 200 and the insole
orfootbed. Inthe process of putting on the shoe again, the
user can directly extend the foot into the shoe cavity. This
avoids obstructing the insertion of the foot due to inter-
ference between the tongue 200 and the foot.

[0034] By providing the position limiting component
and the elastic band 300 in the shoe upper 10 in accor-
dance with the embodiment of the present application,
and under the action of the elastic band 300, the second
portion of the tongue 200 being in limiting mating with the
position limiting component, the tongue 200 can be pre-
vented from dropping after the user takes off the shoe 20,
so that a sufficient distance can be kept between the
tongue 200 and the insole or footbed. This avoids ob-
structing the insertion of the foot due to interference
between the tongue 200 and the foot when the user puts
on the shoe. The insertion does not require any manual
operation, thus effectively improving the efficiency of the
user putting on the shoe and improving the user’s ex-
perience.

[0035] In one implementation, one end of the elastic
band 300 is located between the position limiting com-
ponent and the inner surface of the vamp side portion,
and the other end of the elastic band 300 is connected to



7 EP 4 541 213 A1 8

the second portion of the tongue 200. Under the action of
the elastic band 300, the side edge of the second portion
of the tongue 200 abuts against the position limiting
component.

[0036] lllustratively, one end of the elastic band 300
can be sandwiched between the position limiting compo-
nent and the inner surface of the vamp side portion, for
example, the end can be connected between the position
limiting componentand the inner surface of the vamp side
portion. The other end of the elastic band 300 can be
connected to the side edge of the second portion of the
tongue 200. When the elasticband 300 is in the first state,
the elastic band 300 may have tension, so that the side
edge of the second portion of the tongue 200 can abut
against the position limiting component, thereby prevent-
ing the tongue 200 from dropping. When the elastic band
300 is stretched from the first state to the second state,
the side edge of the second portion of the tongue 200 is
separated from the position limiting component, at which
time the size of the open end of the shoe cavity can be
increased, and the user’s foot can insert into the shoe
cavity more easily.

[0037] lllustratively, the position limiting component
can include a first position limiting component and a
second position limiting component, and the vamp side
portion can include a first vamp side portion and a second
vamp side portion that are oppositely disposed. There
can be two elastic bands 300, namely a first elastic band
300 and a second elastic band 300. One end of the first
elastic band 300 can be located between the first position
limiting component and the inner surface of the first vamp
side portion, and the other end of the first elastic band 300
is connected to one of the side edges of the second
portion of the tongue 200. One end of the second elastic
band 300 can be located between the second position
limiting component and the inner surface of the second
vamp side portion, and the other end of the second elastic
band 300 is connected to the other side edge of the
second portion of the tongue 200. In this way, the first
elastic band 300 and the second elastic band 300 exert
more uniform forces on the tongue 200, and the heights of
both side edges of the tongue 200 are approximately the
same, thus making the position of the tongue 200 more
reasonable.

[0038] Inthisembodiment, by making the side edges of
the second portion of the tongue 200 abut against the
position limiting component, while ensuring a sufficient
distance between the tongue 200 and the insole or
footbed, it is unnecessary to occupy the area between
the two side edges of the tongue 200 for position limiting,
so that the structure of the shoe upper 10 is simpler and
more reliable.

[0039] In one implementation, with reference to FIG.
2A and 2B, the position limiting component includes an
interior lining layer 400 and an opening 500 formed in the
interior lining layer 400. One end of the elastic band 300
passes through the opening 500 and at least extends to
somewhere between the interior lining layer 400 and the
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inner surface of the vamp side portion. The other end of
the elastic band 300 is connected to the second portion of
the tongue 200. Under the action of the elastic band 300,
the side edge of the second portion of the tongue 200
abuts against the opening 500. The position limiting
component may also include the inner surface of the
vamp side above the opening 500 abutting with the
second tongue portions of the inner surface of the vamp
side portion, or the elastic band 300 being held uprightin
part by the opening 500 which in turn holds up the second
portion of the tongue 200 in an elevated position such that
the second tongue portion does not interfere with the
insertion or remove of the foot from the shoe.

[0040] The other end of the elastic band 300 can be
connected to the side edge of the second portion of the
tongue 200. lllustratively, the position limiting component
can include a first interior lining layer 400, a first opening
500 formed in the first interior lining layer 400, a second
interior lining layer 400, and a second opening 500
formed in the second interior lining layer 400. The first
interior lining layer 400 is located on the inner surface of
the first vamp side portion, and the second interior lining
layer 400 is located on the inner surface of the second
vamp side portion. There can be two elastic bands 300,
namely a first elastic band 300 and a second elastic band
300. One end of the first elastic band 300 passes through
the first opening 500 and at least extends to somewhere
between the first interior lining layer 400 and the inner
surface of the first vamp side portion. The other end of the
first elastic band 300 can be connected to one of the side
edges of the second portion of the tongue 200. When the
first elastic band 300 is in the first state, under the action
of the first elastic band 300, one of the side edges of the
second portion of the tongue 200 abuts against the first
opening 500, at which time the first elastic band 300 can
be hidden between the first interior lining layer 400 and
the inner surface of the first vamp side portion. One end of
the second elastic band 300 passes through the second
opening 500 and at least extends to somewhere between
the second interior lining layer 400 and the inner surface
of the second vamp side portion. The other end of the
second elastic band 300 can be connected to the other
side of the second portion of the tongue 200. When the
second elastic band 300 is in the first state, under the
action of the second elastic band 300, the other side of the
second portion of the tongue 200 abuts against the
second opening 500 or abuts portions of the inner surface
of the vamp side portion or the elastic band 300 is held
upright and in place in part by the opening 500 and thus
holds up the second portion of the tongue 200 in elevate
position, at which time the second elastic band 300 can
be entirely hidden or a majority of the elastic band is
concealed between the second interior lining layer 400
and the inner surface of the second vamp side portion.

[0041] Inthe process of the user’s foot penetrating into
the shoe cavity, the first elastic band 300 and the second
elastic band 300 are stretched from the first state to the
second state, at which time a part of the first elastic band
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300 is located between the first opening 500 and one of
the side edges of the second portion of the tongue 200,
and a part of the second elastic band 300 is located
between the second opening 500 and the other side of
the second portion of the tongue 200. After the user’s foot
inserts into the shoe cavity, the first elastic band 300 and
the second elastic band 300 can be restored from the
second state to the first state or close to the first state, and
the length of the part of the first elastic band 300 between
the first opening 500 and the tongue 200 is smaller than
that in the second state, or the first elastic band 300 is
hidden at least in part or entirely between the first interior
lining layer 400 and the inner surface of the firstvamp side
portion; the length of the part of the second elastic band
300 between the second opening 500 and the tongue 200
is smaller than that in the second state, or the second
elastic band 300 is hidden at least in part or entirely
between the second interior lining layer 400 and the inner
surface of the second vamp side portion. After the user’s
foot gets out of the shoe cavity, the elastic band 300 can
be restored to the first state. At this time, under the action
ofthefirstelastic band 300, one side of the second portion
of the tongue 200 abuts against the first opening 500, and
under the action of the second elastic band 300, the other
side edge of the second portion of the tongue 200 abuts
against the second opening 500. In the alternate, the
inner surface of the vamp side above the opening 500 can
abut with the second tongue portions of the inner surface
of the vamp side portion, or the elastic band 300 is held
upright in part by the opening 500 which in turn holds up
the second portion of the tongue 200 in an elevated
position such that the second tongue portion does not
interfere with the insertion or remove of the foot from the
shoe.

[0042] In this embodiment, under the action of the
elastic band 300, the side edges of the second portion
of the tongue 200 can abut against at the opening 500,
which can limit the movement of the tongue 200 and
prevent the tongue 200 from dropping, and at the same
time, the elastic band 300 can be hidden between the
vamp side portion and the interior lining layer 400, thus
avoiding the direct contact between the user’s feet and
the elastic band 300 and improving the comfort.

[0043] In one implementation, there are two elastic
bands 300 and two position limiting components, and
the two position limiting components are located on both
sides of the vamp side portion, respectively. Under the
action of the two elastic bands 300, the tongue 200 and
the two position limiting components are engaged in
limiting mating, respectively.

[0044] Itshould be noted that when the position limiting
component includes the interior lining layers 400 and
openings 500 formed in the interior lining layers 400,
there are two openings 500 that are oppositely disposed,
and there are two interior lining layers 400 which are
disposed on both sides of the vamp side portion, respec-
tively. Among other things, two interior lining layers 400
can be disposed at intervals; alternatively, the two interior
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lining layers 400 can be connected into an integral struc-
ture.

[0045] lllustratively, the two position limiting compo-
nents can be a first position limiting component and a
second position limiting component, respectively. The
two sides of the vamp side portion are a first vamp side
portion and a second vamp side portion, respectively.
The first position limiting component is disposed at the
first vamp side portion, and the second position limiting
component is disposed at the second vamp side portion.
The two elastic bands 300 can be a first elastic band 300
and a second elastic band 300. Under the action of the
first elastic band 300, one of the side edges of the second
portion of the tongue 200 is in limiting mating with the first
position limiting component. Under the action of the
second elastic band 300, the other side edge of the
second portion of the tongue 200 is in limiting mating
with the second position limiting component.

[0046] Further, for example, the first position limiting
component can include a first interior lining layer 400 and
a first opening 500 formed in the first interior lining layer
400, and the second position limiting component can
include a second interior lining layer 400 and a second
opening 500 formed in the second interior lining layer
400. When the first elastic band 300 and the second
elastic band 300 are in the first state, under the action
of the first elastic band 300, one of the side edges of the
second portion of the tongue 200 abuts against the first
opening 500. Under the action of the second elastic band
300, the other side edge of the second portion of the
tongue 200 abuts against the second opening 500.
[0047] In this embodiment, by providing two elastic
bands 300 as well as two position limiting components,
and the force exerted by the two elastic bands 300 on the
tongue 200 is more uniform, so that the tongue 200 can
be better supported, and the tongue 200 can be in limiting
mating with both position limiting components, so as to
further prevent the tongue 200 from dropping close to the
insole, and further improve the user’s experience.
[0048] In one implementation, the position limiting
component includes a first position limiting component
and a second position limiting component, and the vamp
side portion includes a first vamp side portion and a
second vamp side portion that are oppositely disposed.
One end of the elastic band 300 is connected between
the first position limiting component and the inner surface
of the first vamp side portion, and the other end of the
elastic band 300 is connected between the second posi-
tion limiting component and the inner surface of the
second vamp side portion.

[0049] lllustratively, there can be one elastic band 300.
One end of the elastic band 300 can be sandwiched
between the first position limiting component and the
inner surface of the first vamp side portion, and the other
end of the elastic band 300 can be sandwiched between
the second position limiting component and the inner
surface of the second vamp side portion. The intermedi-
ate segment of the elastic band 300 (that is, the part
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between the two ends of the elastic band 300) can be
connected to the tongue 200; alternatively, the intermedi-
ate segment of the elastic band 300 may penetrate the
tongue 200 to support the tongue 200. When the elastic
band 300 is in the first state, one of the side edges of the
second portion of the tongue 200 can abut against the
first position limiting component, and the other side edge
of the second portion of the tongue 200 can abut against
the second position limiting component. When the elastic
band 300 is stretched from the first state to the second
state, one of the side edges of the second portion of the
tongue 200 is separated from the first position limiting
component, and the other side edge of the second portion
of the tongue 200 is separated from the second position
limiting component.

[0050] Inthisembodiment, two ends of the elastic band
300 can be connected between the first position limiting
component and the inner surface of the first vamp side
portion and between the second position limiting compo-
nent and the inner surface of the second vamp side
portion, respectively, so that under the action of the
elastic band 300, the tongue 200 can limit the tongue
from lowering with the first position limiting component
and the second position limiting component, respectively,
and the position limiting of the tongue 200 is more stable
and reliable.

[0051] In one implementation, the vamp side portion
includes afirst vamp side portion and a second vamp side
portion that are oppositely disposed, and the position
limiting component includes a first interior lining layer
400, a first opening 500 formed in the first interior lining
layer 400, a second interior lining layer 400 and a second
opening 500 formed in the second interior lining layer
400, wherein the first interior lining layer 400 is located on
the inner surface of the first vamp side portion and the
second interior lining layer 400 is located on the inner
surface of the second vamp side portion; one end of the
elastic band 300 passes through the first opening 500
and at least extends to somewhere between the first
interior lining layer 400 and the inner surface of the first
vamp side portion, and the other end of the elastic band
300 passes through the second opening 500 and at least
extends to somewhere between the second interior lining
layer 400 and the inner surface of the second vamp side
portion.

[0052] lllustratively, the intermediate segment of the
elastic band 300 may have a first segment hidden be-
tween the first interior lining layer 400 and the inner
surface of the first vamp side portion, and the first seg-
ment can be located between the first opening 500 and
the first end. The intermediate segment of the elastic
band 300 may also have a second segment hidden
between the second interior lining layer 400 and the inner
surface of the second vamp side portion, and the second
segment can be located between the second opening
500 and the second end. The elastic band 300 may also
have a third segment located between the first section
and the second section, and the third segment can be
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connected to the tongue 200; alternatively, the third sec-
tion may penetrate the tongue 200 to support the tongue
200. When the third segment is connected to the tongue
200, the third segment can be affixed to one of the side
edges of the second portion of the tongue 200, or to the
other side edge of the second portion of the tongue 200,
or to any area between the two side edges of the second
portion of the tongue 200. When the third segment pene-
trates the tongue 200, the third segment may penetrate
the whole area or part of the area between the two side
edges. When a user’s foot inserts into the shoe cavity, the
elastic band 300 is stretched from the first state to the
second state, at which time at least part of the elastic
band 300 is located between the first opening 500 and
one of the side edges of the second portion of the tongue
200, and at least part of the elastic band 300 is located
between the second opening 500 and the other side edge
of the second portion of the tongue 200.

[0053] In this embodiment, the two ends of the elastic
band 300 pass through the first opening 500 and the
second opening 500, respectively, and under the action
of the elastic band 300, the two side edges of the second
portion of the tongue 200 can abut against the first open-
ing 500 and the second opening 500, respectively, which
can also improve the reliability of limiting the position of
the tongue 200.

[0054] FIG. 3 shows a perspective view of a heel sup-
port member 600 in accordance with an embodiment of
the present application. FIG. 4 shows a top view of a heel
support member 600 in accordance with an embodiment
of the present application. In one implementation, with
reference to FIGS. 1, 3 and 4, the vamp 100 further has a
vamp heel portion connected to the vamp side portion,
and the shoe upper 10 further includes a heel support
member 600 disposed at the vamp heel portion. The heel
support member 600 is configured in a rigid structure;
alternatively, atleast part of the heel support member 600
is a flexible structure. lllustratively, the heel support
member 600 can be made of a polymer material such
as TPU or DuPont Hytrel. The heel support member 600
can be covered by a textile material or a suitable material
known in the art, thereby forming an outer layer structure
and an inner layer structure of the shoe upper 10. The
textile material can extend above the heel support mem-
ber 600.

[0055] Therefore, by providing the above-mentioned
heel support member 600, the heel support member 600
can bear the pressure of the foot, thereby avoiding the
depression in the part of the vamp heel portion corre-
sponding to the heel. In addition, the heel support mem-
ber 600 can be made of a rigid material, which will not
compress basically under the load of the user’s foot, so as
to play an effective supporting role; alternatively, the heel
support member 600 may have some flexibility, so that
the upper part of the heel support member 600 can have
some slight flexibility, which is enough to bend downward
and away from the top open end of the shoe upper 10
and/or widen the top open end of the shoe upper, so that
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the foot can more easily insert into or get out of the shoe.
[0056] In one implementation, the heel support mem-
ber 600 includes a first support portion 610 and a second
support portion 620 located at the bottom end of the first
support portion 610, at least part of the second support
portion 620 protrudes outward and is used to surround
the back of the heel of the user, and the first support
portion 610 inclines outwards from bottom to top.
[0057] In this embodiment, by providing the first sup-
port portion 610 and the second support portion 620, the
first support portion 610 can play an effective guiding role,
so that the user’s foot can easily insert into or get out of
the shoe. The second support portion 620 can better
accommodate the back of the user’s heel and adapt to
the shape of the back of the user’s heel, thus effectively
improving the comfort of the user.

[0058] FIG.5shows aschematic view of a heel support
member 600 in a first configuration and in a second
configuration in accordance with an embodiment of the
presentapplication. FIG. 6 shows a schematic view of the
heel support member 600 in a first configuration and in a
second configuration from another angle in accordance
with an embodiment of the present application. In one
implementation, in combination with FIGS. 1,5and 6, the
first support portion 610 has a first configuration and a
second configuration. When the foot of the user inserts
into the vamp 100, the first support portion 610 is de-
formed from the first configuration to the second config-
uration under the load of the foot, and the height of at least
part of the first support portion 610 is reduced. After
removing the load of the foot, the first support portion
610 is restored from the second configuration to the first
configuration.

[0059] Whenthe userputson the shoe, the first support
portion 610 is able to be deformed from the first config-
uration in its natural state to the second configuration
under the load of the user’s feet. For example, the heel
support member 600 can be partially compressed, so
that the first support 610 is lowered enough to allow the
user’s foot to insert into the shoe, thereby allowing the
user’s foot to insert into the shoe with less plantar cur-
vature. Once the user’s foot is inserted into the shoe, the
heel support member 600 can be restored to its uncom-
pressed configuration.

[0060] In one implementation, the first support portion
610 has a first configuration and a second configuration.
When the foot of the user inserts into the vamp 100, the
first support portion 610 is deformed from the first con-
figuration to the second configuration under the load of
the foot, and the inclination angle of the first support
portion 610 with respect to the vertical line becomes
larger. After removing the load of the foot, the first support
portion 610 is restored from the second configuration to
the first configuration. It should be noted that the above-
mentioned "vertical line" can be understood as a straight
line perpendicular to the horizontal line.

[0061] Among otherthings, the second support portion
620 includes a middle region and two side regions. In the
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second configuration, the upper part of the middle region
is closer to the vamp toe portion than in the first config-
uration, and the uppermost area of the first support por-
tion 610 is farther away from the vamp toe portion than in
the first configuration. lllustratively, the two side regions
can be located at the left and right sides of the middle
region.

[0062] In this embodiment, by increasing the inclina-
tion angle of the first support portion 610 with respect to
the vertical line, the size of the top open end of the shoe
upper can be correspondingly increased when the user
puts on the shoe, so that the user’s feet can more easily
insertinto the shoe, whichis convenient for puttingonand
taking off the shoe.

[0063] Inoneimplementation, the second support por-
tion 620 includes a middle region and two side regions. In
the second configuration, the two side regions move
outwards to increase the distance between the two sides
of the vamp side portion. With this arrangement, the top
open end of the shoe upper 10 can be widened, thus
making it easier for the user’s foot to insert into the shoe.
[0064] FIG. 7 shows a schematic view of a vamp heel
portion in accordance with an embodiment of the present
application. FIG. 8 shows a sectional view of a vamp heel
portion in accordance with an embodiment of the present
application. In one implementation, in combination with
FIGS. 1, 7 and 8, the shoe upper 10 further includes a
flexible component 700, which is disposed on the heel
support member 600. When the user’s foot inserts into
the vamp 100, the flexible component 700 is com-
pressed, and the flexible component 700 exerts pressure
on the user’s ankle. lllustratively, the flexible component
700 caninclude afoam layer. The flexible component 700
may extend along atleast a part of the inner surface of the
vamp 100 from both side edges of the upper part of the
heel support member 600, to form a side section of the
flexible component 700.

[0065] Inthis embodiment, the flexible component 700
can be disposed between the heel support member 600
and the foot to play a buffering role. The user’s foot can
compress the flexible component 700 during the process
ofinserting into the shoe, and after the foot is fully into the
shoe, the flexible component 700 can expand to its
complete uncompressed state or partial expanded state,
thereby enhancing the comfort and stability of the foot.
[0066] FIG. 9 shows a schematic view of a shoe 20 in
accordance with an embodiment of the present applica-
tion. The shoe 20 in accordance with an embodiment of
the second aspect of the present application, as shownin
FIG. 9, includes a sole 201 and the shoe upper 10 of any
of the above embodiments. Among other things, the
elastic band 300 on the shoe upper 10 can be connected
tothe vamp 100; alternatively, the elastic band 300 on the
shoe upper 10 may have a sole-connected portion 201.
[0067] By adopting the shoe upper 10 in the shoe 20in
accordance with the embodiment of the present applica-
tion, the tongue 200 can be prevented from dropping after
the user takes off the shoe 20, so that a sufficient distance
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can be kept between the tongue 200 and the insole. This
avoids obstructing the insertion of the foot due to inter-
ference between the tongue 200 and the foot when the
user puts on the shoe, without manual operation by the
user, thus effectively improving the user’s shoe-putting
on efficiency and enhancing the user’s experience.
[0068] Othercomponents of the shoe upper 10 and the
shoe 20 of the above-mentioned embodiment can em-
ploy various technical schemes known to those skilled in
the art now and in the future, and will not be described in
detail here.

[0069] Inthe description of the present specification, it
should be understood that, the orientation or positional
relationships indicated by the terms "central”, "vertical",
"horizontal", "length", "width", "thickness", "shoe upper",
"lower", "front", "rear", "left", "right", "vertical", "horizon-
tal", "top", "bottom", "inner", "outer", "clockwise", "vamp-
clockwise", "axial", "radial", "circumferential" etc. are
based on the orientation or positional relationships
shown in the accompanying drawings and are only for
facilitating the description of the present application and
simplifying the description, rather than indicating or im-
plying that the device or element referred to must have a
particular orientation or be constructed and operatedin a
particular orientation, and therefore will not be interpreted
as limiting the present application.

[0070] In addition, the terms "first" and "second" are
only used for descriptive purposes, and cannot be under-
stood as indicating or implying relative importance or
implicitly indicating the number of indicated technical
features. Therefore, the features defined with "first"
and "second" can include one or more of these features
explicitly or implicitly. In the description of the present
application, "a plurality of" means two or more than two,
unless otherwise specifically defined.

[0071] In the present application, unless otherwise
specified and limited, terms "mounting"”, "connecting",
"connection", "fix" and the like should be understood in
a broad sense, for example, they can be a fixed connec-
tion, a detachable connection, or being integrated; they
can be mechanical connection, electrical connection or
communication; they can be directly connected, can also
be indirectly connected through an intermediate medium,
and can be the internal connection of two elements or the
interaction between two elements. For those of ordinary
skill in the art, the specific meaning of the terms men-
tioned above in the present application should be con-
strued according to specific circumstances.

[0072] In the present application, unless otherwise
specified and defined, the first feature being "on" or
"under" the second feature can include that the first
feature and the second feature are in direct contact,
and may also include that the first feature and the second
feature are not in direct contact but in contact with each
other through another feature between them. Moreover,
the first feature being "on", "above", and "over" the sec-
ond feature includes that the first feature is directly above
and obliquely above the second feature, or merely means
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that the first feature is horizontally higher than the second
feature. The first feature being "underneath”, "below",
and "under" the second feature includes that the first
feature is directly above and obliquely above the second
feature, or merely means that the first feature is horizon-
tally lower than the second feature.

[0073] The above disclosure provides many different
implementations or examples to realize different struc-
tures of the present application. In order to simplify the
disclosure of the present application, the components
and arrangements of particular examples are described
above. Of course, they are merely examples and are not
intended to limit the present application. In addition, in the
present application, reference numerals and/or refer-
ence letters can be repeated in different examples. Such
repetition is for the purpose of simplicity and clarity, and
does not in itself indicate a relationship between the
various implementations and/or arrangements dis-
cussed.

[0074] The above is only the detailed description of the
present application, but the protection scope of the pre-
sent application is not limited thereto. Any person skilled
in the art can readily conceive of various changes or
substitutions within the technical scope disclosed in
the present application, which should be encompassed
by the protection scope of the present application. There-
fore, the protection scope of the present application
should be based on the protection scope of the claims.

Claims
1. A shoe upper characterized by comprising:

a vamp having a vamp toe portion and a vamp
side portion that are connected to each other,
the inner surface of the vamp side portion being
provided with a position limiting component;

a tongue having a first portion and a second
portion that are oppositely disposed, the first
portion of the tongue being affixed to the vamp
toe portion;

an elastic band configured to connect the sec-
ond portion of the tongue with the vamp side
portion, at least part of the elastic band being
located between the position limiting component
and the inner surface of the vamp side portion,
and the second portion of the tongue being in
limiting mating with the position limiting compo-
nent under the action of the elastic band.

2. Theshoe upperaccording to claim 1, characterized
inthat one end ofthe elasticband is located between
the position limiting component and the inner surface
of the vamp side portion, and the other end of the
elastic band is connected to the second portion of the
tongue, and the side edge of the second portion of
the tongue abuts against the position limiting com-
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ponent under the action of the elastic band.

The shoe upper according to claim 2, characterized
in that one end of the elastic band is connected
between the position limiting component and the
inner surface of the vamp side portion.

The shoe upper according to claim 1, characterized
in that the position limiting component comprises an
interior lining layer and an opening formed in the
interior lining layer, one end of the elastic band
passes through the opening and at least extends
to somewhere between the interior lining layer and
the inner surface of the vamp side portion, and the
other end of the elastic band is connected to the
second portion of the tongue, and the side edge of
the second portion of the tongue abuts against the
opening under the action of the elastic band.

The shoe upper according to claim 1, characterized
in that the other end of the elastic band is connected
to the side edge of the second portion of the tongue.

The shoe upper according to any one of claims 1to0 5,
characterized in that there are two elastic bands
and two position limiting components, and each of
the two position limiting components is located on
one side of the vamp side portion, and the tongue
and the two position limiting components are en-
gaged in limiting mating under the action of the
two elastic bands, respectively.

The shoe upper according to claim 1, characterized
in that the position limiting component comprises a
first position limiting component and a second posi-
tion limiting component, the vamp side portion com-
prises a first vamp side portion and a second vamp
side portion that are oppositely disposed, one end of
the elastic band is connected between the first posi-
tion limiting component and the inner surface of the
first vamp side portion, and the other end of the
elastic band is connected between the second posi-
tion limiting component and the inner surface of the
second vamp side portion.

The shoe upper according to claim 1, characterized
in that the vamp side portion comprises a first vamp
side portion and a second vamp side portion that are
oppositely disposed, and the position limiting com-
ponent comprises a first interior lining layer, a first
opening formed in the first interior lining layer, a
second interior lining layer, and a second opening
formed in the second interior lining layer, wherein the
firstinterior lining layeris located on the inner surface
of the first vamp side portion, and the second interior
lining layer is located on the inner surface of the
second vamp side portion; and wherein one end of
the elastic band passes through the first opening and
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10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

at least extends to somewhere between the first
interior lining layer and the inner surface of the first
vamp side portion, and the other end of the elastic
band passes through the second opening and at
least extends to somewhere between the second
interior lining layer and the inner surface of the
second vamp side portion.

The shoe upper according to claim 7 or 8, charac-
terized in that the intermediate segment of the
elastic band is connected to the tongue, and alter-
natively, the intermediate segment of the elastic
band penetrates the tongue.

The shoe upper according to claim 1, characterized
in that the vamp further has a vamp heel portion
connected to the vamp side portion, and the shoe
upper further comprises:

a heel support member disposed at the vamp heel
portion, wherein the heel support member is config-
ured to be arigid structure, and alternatively, at least
part of the heel support member is configured to be a
flexible structure.

The shoe upper according to claim 10, character-
ized in that the heel support member comprises a
first support portion and a second support portion
located at the bottom end of the first support portion,
wherein at least part of the second support portion
protrudes outwards and is configured for surround-
ing the back of the heel of a user, and the first support
portion inclines outwards from bottom to top.

The shoe upper according to claim 11, character-
ized in that the first support portion has a first con-
figuration and a second configuration, wherein when
the foot of the user inserts into the vamp, the first
support portion is deformed from the first configura-
tion to the second configuration under the load of the
foot, and the height of at least part of the first support
portion is reduced, and wherein after removing the
load of the foot, the first support portion is restored
from the second configuration to the first configura-
tion.

The shoe upper according to claim 11, character-
ized in that the first support portion has a first con-
figuration and a second configuration, wherein when
the foot of the user inserts into the vamp, the first
support portion is deformed from the first configura-
tion to the second configuration under the load of the
foot, and the inclination angle of the first support
portion with respect to a vertical line becomes larger,
and wherein after removing the load of the foot, the
first support portion is restored from the second
configuration to the first configuration.

The shoe upper according to claim 12 or 13, char-
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acterized in that the second support portion com-
prises a middle region and two side regions, and
when in the second configuration, the upper part of
the middle region is closer to the vamp toe portion
than in the first configuration, and the uppermost
region of the first support portion is farther away from
the vamp toe portion than in the first configuration.

The shoe upper according to claim 12 or 13, char-
acterized in that the second support portion com-
prises a middle region and two side regions, and
when in the second configuration, the two side re-
gions move outward to increase the distance be-
tween the two sides of the vamp side portion.

The shoe upper according to claim 10, further com-
prising:

a flexible component disposed on the heel support
member, wherein when a user’s foot inserts into the
vamp, the flexible component is compressed, and
the flexible component exerts pressure on the user’s
ankle.

The shoe upper according to claim 16, character-
ized in that the flexible component extends along at
least a part of the inner surface of the vamp from both
side edges of the upper part of the heel support
member, to form a side section of the flexible com-
ponent.

An article of footwear, characterized by comprising
a sole and the shoe upper according to any one of
claims 1 to 17.

The article of footwear according to claim 18, char-
acterized in that the elastic band of the shoe upper
has a sole-connected portion.
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