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Description
TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention concerns an undersink
unit designed to be inserted in a housing zone of a piece
of furniture between an upper sink and at least one lower
waste bin of the piece of furniture itself.

STATE OF THE PRIOR ART

[0002] Under the sink of a kitchen or bathroom there
are usually various elements and equipments useful for
the management of water and waste, such as the siphon,
flexible pipes that connect the tap to the plumbing system
as well as waste bins.

[0003] In addition, immediately under the sink and
above the waste bins itis also possible to provide storage
drawers for objects such as sponges, detergents, cloths
and other small cleaning utensils, which drawers are
usually installed sliding inside the cabinets or furniture
on which the sink is mounted to better organize the
cleaning items and keep them easily accessible.

[0004] However, on the back of the positioning area of
such drawers there are drain pipes that extend down-
wards from the sink, so the extension or depth of the
drawer must take into account the possible positions of
such pipes, which, of course, depending on the case, can
be in a position more or less close to the front of the
cabinets.

[0005] US20070114893A1, US20050099101A1 and
JP2003299532A teach solutions according to the state
of the prior art.

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION

[0006] Anobjectofthe presentinventionisto provide a
novel undersink unit.

[0007] Another object of the present invention is to
provide a unit as aforesaid which is capable of accom-
modating any position of the drain pipes without exces-
sively sacrificing the volume of housing objects therein.
[0008] It is another object of the present invention to
provide a unitas now indicated which is easily and quickly
adjustable.

[0009] Another object of the present invention is to
provide a unit as indicated above that can be equipped
with different accessories depending on the needs.
[0010] Inaccordance with one aspect of the invention,
an undersink unit according to claim 1 is provided.
[0011] The dependent claims refer to preferred and
advantageous embodiments of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0012] Otherfeatures and advantages of the invention

will be more evident from the description of embodiments
of undersink units, shown for illustrative purposes in the
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attached drawings in which:

- figures 1 and 2 are perspective views from above and
from respective sides, of an undersink unit in accor-
dance with a first embodiment according to the pre-
sent invention with a respective second compart-
ment in open configuration;

- figure 3is a side view of the undersink unit of figure 1;

- figure 4 is a bottom perspective view of the undersink
unit of figure 1;

- figures 5 and 6 are top and side perspective views of
the undersink unit of figure 1 with a second compart-
ment in closed configuration;

- figure 7 is a bottom view of an enlarged detail of the
unit in figure 1;

- figure 8 is a front view of an enlarged detail of the unit
in figure 1;

- figure 9 is an exploded view of some components of
the unit of figure 1;

- figure 10 illustrates a bracket of the unit of figure 1;

- figures 11 and 12 are perspective views from above
and from respective sides, of the first component of
the unit of figure 1;

- figure 13 is a perspective view from above and from
the rear of the second component of the unit of Figure
1;

- figures 14 and 15 are perspective views from above
and from respective sides, of an undersink unit in
accordance with another embodiment according to
the present invention;

- figures 16 and 17 are perspective views from above
and from respective sides, of an under-sink unit in
accordance with a further embodiment according to
the present invention with respective second com-
partments in extended configuration;

- figures 18 and 19 are perspective views from above
and from respective sides, of the under-sink unit of
figure 16 with respective second compartments in
reduced configuration;

- figures 20 and 21 are perspective views from above
and from respective sides, of an undersink unit in
accordance with another embodiment according to
the present invention;

- figure 22 is a perspective view from above and from
the front, of an undersink unit in accordance with a
further embodiment according to the present inven-
tion;

- figure 23 is a front view of an enlarged-scale detail of
the unit of figure 22;

- figure 24 is an exploded view of some components of
the unit of figure 22;

- figure 25 is a perspective view from above and from
the front, of an undersink unit in accordance with
another embodiment according to the presentinven-
tion;

- figure 26 is a front view of a detail on an enlarged
scale of the unit of figure 25;

- figure 27 is an exploded view of some components of
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the unit of figure 25;

- figures 28 and 29 are perspective views from above
and from respective sides, of a piece of furniture or
cabinet according to the present invention; and

- figure 30 is a perspective view slightly from the front
of the piece of furniture of figure 28 with the door
removed.

[0013] In the attached drawings, identical parts or
components are identified by the same reference num-
bers.

EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

[0014] Withreference tofigures1to13and28to30,an
undersink module or unit 1 has beenillustrated, designed
to be inserted or mounted or installed in a housing zone
HZ of a piece of furniture or wardrobe 2, for example a
kitchen wardrobe, between an upper sink 3 and at least
one lower waste bin 4 of the piece of furniture 2 itself.
More specifically, the sink 3 is, as is known, supported by
or mounted in the walls of the piece of furniture 2, while
the waste bin 4 is mounted or arranged on the bottom of
the piece of furniture 2, optionally supported by a base or
bottom wall of the same.

[0015] In this description, the term "front" or expres-
sions derived from it, such as for example "frontal" or
"anterior" as well as the term "rear" or expressions de-
rived from it, such as for example "behind" or "posterior",
are to be understood with reference to the front 2a or rear
2b of the piece of furniture or wardrobe 2 in which the unit
1isto be inserted, thus the front 1a of the unit 1 will be the
end or side proximal to the front 2a of the piece of furniture
or wardrobe 2 from which it is possible to access the
housing zone HZ, after opening any doors or drawers,
while the rear 1b of the unit 1 will be the end or side distal
from the front 2a of the piece of furniture or wardrobe 2 or
proximal to the rear 2b of the piece of furniture or ward-
robe 2 which is closed or in any case from which it is not
possible to access the housing zone HZ.

[0016] Other geometric references must always refer
to how the undersink unit 1 is installed, such as the
reference to the side of a component indicates the end
of the latter which, in use, is proximal to the side of the
respective piece of furniture 2, and the same applies to
the top, bottom or similar.

[0017] The unit 1 comprises at least two sides 5, defin-
ing the sides of the unit 1, which sides 5 are provided with
engagement and sliding means 6 with respective guide
or sliding portions 7 of a piece of furniture or wardrobe 2,
for example a kitchen. The sides 5 can be of any suitable
type and comprise suitably shaped main walls 5a, while
the engagement and sliding means 6 can be made in any
suitable way, for example with parts of sheet or similar
shaped and interlocked or fitted or connected to the main
walls 5a of the sides 5 and possibly provided with pins or
the like.

[0018] Clearly, the sides 5 have a length or dimension
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of main extension, in use, parallel to each other.

[0019] The unit 1 is then provided with a first contain-
ment component 8 bridge extending between the at least
two sides 5 or in any case transversally or orthogonally to
the direction from one side 5 to the other, which is
designed to define a front, in use, first compartment or
area of support or containment S1 of unit 1 designed to
the positioning of objects.

[0020] The first compartment or area of support or
containment S1 is, preferably, open towards the top, so
thatitis possible to place objects, such as trays, sponges,
soap, pieces of cloth, bags, etc., in it starting from the front
1aofthe unitor better of a respective piece of furniture 2, if
desired after opening or moving a respective door. Pre-
ferably, the first compartment or area of support or con-
tainment S1 is also open towards the front, in the sense
that it does not have vertical delimiting walls placed to
close, at least partially, a respective side or front end or
front.

[0021] Furthermore, the unit 1 also comprises at least
one second containment component 9 designed to be
mounted in whole or in part behind the first containment
component 8, i.e. further away from the front 1a and
closer to the rear 1b of the unit 1, to define alone or
together with the first containment component 8 and/or
one or both sides 5 a second compartment or area of
support or containment S2, in use, behind the unit 1 and
designed for the positioning of objects, such as trays,
sponges, soap, pieces of cloth, bags, etc. The second
compartment or area of support or containment S2 is thus
further distal from the front 1a or 2a than the first com-
partment or support or containment area S1.

[0022] The second compartmentor supportor contain-
ment area S2 is, preferably, open towards the top, so that
itis possible to place objects in it starting from the front 1a
of the unit or better of a respective piece of furniture 2.
Even more preferably, the second compartment or area
of support or containment S2 is closed towards the front
1aandtowards therear 1b, in the sense thatit has vertical
delimiting walls placed to close, at least partially, one
respective front and rear side or end.

[0023] Advantageously, the at least one second com-
ponent 9 is mounted in a sliding or movable manner,
preferably in the front la-rear 1b direction, with respect to
the first containment component 8.

[0024] If desired, the second compartment S2 is de-
fined between the first containment component 8 and the
atleastone second component 9, so thatby moving the at
least one second component 9 with respect to the first
component 8 or vice versa, it is possible to vary the
housing volume of the second compartment S2 so as
to bring it from an open configuration (see figures 1 and 2)
to a closed configuration (see figures 5 and 6) or in any
case from a more open or voluminous configuration to a
less open or voluminous one.

[0025] According to the embodiment illustrated in the
figures, the second compartment or area of support or
containment S2 is also closed laterally by the sides 5.
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[0026] Preferably, the first component 8 is L-shaped,
with a first section 8a of the L consisting of a first wall,
preferably flat, which is, in use, horizontal or slightly
inclined with respect to the horizontal and a second
section 8b of the L consisting of a first wall, preferably
flat, which is, in use, vertical or slightly inclined with
respect to the horizontal at a distance from the front
1a, the latter being defined by the free end of the first
section 8a, which, in use, can, for example, be substan-
tially aligned with the free front ends of the sides 5, so as
to define the depth of the first compartment S1, i.e. the
dimension in the direction front la-rear 1b. The second
section 8b constitutes the rear of the first component 8.
[0027] If desired, one or both of the sections 8a, 8b of
the L extend from one edge 5 to the other.

[0028] In this case, the first compartment S1 is delim-
ited only by the sections 8a, 8b and laterally by the edges
5 and, as mentioned, is open upwards and, if desired,
towards the front 1a.

[0029] The first component 8 can be connected, if
desired removably, to one or both edges 5 and/or to
one or two brackets 10 which will be discussed later,
for example by means of screws, bolts, rivets or similar
means 14a, for example fitted, if desired in a direction
from bottom to top, in respective portions of the first
section 8a as well as of one or both edges 5 or of one
or two brackets 10.

[0030] The first component 8 may also, according to
the non-limiting embodiment illustrated in the figures,
comprise means of constraint 8c with a component of
the piece of furniture 2, such as a door, a movement wall
or similar. In this regard, the constraint means, if pro-
vided, could comprise a projection 8c or similar extend-
ing, if desired, in use, downwards, starting from the first
section 8a and define a hole for the insertion of a screw for
constraint or connection to a door, movement wall 2c or
similar.

[0031] Preferably, the unit 1 comprises at least one
bracket 10 fixed, possibly removably, to at least one
respective side 5 and/or to the first component 8, pre-
ferably so as to be, in use, under a respective side of the
latter. With regard to this aspect, the bracket 10 is fixed to
a side 5 and/or to the first component 8 by means of
connection means 14b, such as screws, bolts or rivets,
which may for example have a main fitting or extension
direction from the bottom upwards.

[0032] According to the non-limiting embodiment illu-
strated in the figures, the atleast one bracket 10is fixed to
a side 5 to then be constrained and support from below
the first component 8 to which it is connected by means of
screws, bolts, rivets or similar means 14a. Alternatively,
the at least one bracket 10 could be attached to the first
component 8, while the latter is attached to one or both of
the sides 5 and supports the bracket 10 or, the atleastone
bracket 10 could be attached to a side 5 without coming
into contact or engagement with the first component 8.

[0033] Moreover, each bracket 10 delimits a first slot or
atleast one hole or a first row of first holes 11, while the at
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least one second component 9 delimits at least one
second slot or at least one hole or at least one row of
second holes 12.

[0034] According to this variant, the unit 1 also com-
prises fastening means 14c inserted in a slot or hole 11
aligned with a slot or hole 12, so as to be able to remo-
vably and possibly in an adjustable manner fix the second
component 9 to the at least one bracket 10.

[0035] Clearly, adjustability can be obtained if a slot 11
or atleast arow of first holes 11 and/or a slot 12 or at least
a row of second holes 12 is provided.

[0036] Preferably, the possible slot 11 and/or 12 ex-
tends in the front la-rear 1b direction and the same
applies to the possible row of first 11 and/or second 12
holes.

[0037] Even more preferably, the unit 1 comprises two
brackets 10 each fixed, if desired removably, to a respec-
tive edge 5 and/or to the first component, so that brackets
10 are provided on or at both edges 5 or both sides of the
firstcomponent 8, if desired both brackets being provided
with a slot or holes 11 for alignment and removable and
possibly adjustable fixing, as described in the previous
paragraphs, to at least one second component 9.
[0038] Of course, in such a case, each bracket 10
would preferably be engaged with a respective side of
the second component 9.

[0039] With reference to the non-limiting structure of
the at least one bracket 10, it may have a portion of
attachment or connection 10a to the first component 8
and/or to a side 5 and thus a portion of support and/or
fixing 10b to a second component 9.

[0040] The portion of support and/or fixing 10b could be
shaped like a plate and in it the slot or first hole or first
holes 11 could be delimited, for example a slot 11 ex-
tending in the front la-rear 1b direction or a row of first
holes 11 aligned in this direction 1a-1b.

[0041] According to the non-limiting embodiment illu-
strated in the figures, the attachment or connection por-
tion 10a could be housed in or on a support zone RZ
delimited by a side 5, for example at the internal bottom of
the same, with internal meaning the side directed or
facing, in use, towards the other side 5.

[0042] With reference to this aspect, according to the
non-limiting embodiment illustrated in the figures, the or
each side 5 has internally a lower protruding section 5b
extending from a main wall 5a of the side and which
defines the support zone RZ, open upwards and towards
the other side 5, for the positioning and, if desired, fixing of
the attachment or connection portion 10a to a respective
bracket 10.

[0043] The attachment or connection portion 10a
would rest on the lower protruding section 5b and pro-
trude inwards with respect to the latter.

[0044] Clearly, the depth or extension in the front la-
rear 1b direction of the bracket 10 could be equal to or
less than that of the respective edge 5. If desired, the
depth or extension in the front la-rear 1b direction of the
attachment or connection portion 10a could be equal to
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that of the respective side 5, while the depth or extension
in the front la-rear 1b direction of the support and/or fixing
portion 10b could be less than that of the respective side
5, for example slightly greater than the depth of the first
component 8.

[0045] The support and/or fixing portion 10b could
extend at the front of the bracket 5 and for a front la-rear
1b extension equal to less than half or a third of the length
of the attachment and connection portion 10a.

[0046] According to the non-limiting embodiment illu-
strated in the figures, the unit 1 is also provided with at
least one terminal or closing block component 19,
mounted and fixed, if desired by means of screws, bolts
orsimilar, on the back of arespective side 5 and designed
to delimit an alignment hole with a hole delimited on the
back of a respective bracket 10, for the insertion of a
respective terminal fixing screw 14d, if desired with a
fixing or fitting direction from the rear towards the front, of
arespective bracket 10 to the terminal block component.
[0047] With reference to the support of the first com-
ponent 8, according to the non-limiting embodiment illu-
strated in the figures, it or rather one or each of the
respective ends could be placed on a bracket 10, in
particular on a portion, preferably frontal, of the attach-
ment or connection portion 10a, to which it is removably
connected by means of one or more screws, bolts, rivets
or similar means 14a, for example fitted in respective
portions of the first section 8a and of one or both brackets
10.

[0048] With reference to the non-limiting embodiment
illustrated in figures 1 to 13, the at least one second
component 9 is L-shaped, with a first segment 9a of
the L consisting of a second wall, preferably flat, which
is, in use, horizontal and a second segment 9b of the L
consisting of a second wall, preferably flat, which is, in
use, vertical, the first segment 9a being slidably and
movably mounted (if desired in the front la-rear 1b direc-
tion) with respect to, if desired, flush the possible first
section 8a so as to move the second segment 9b away
from or closer to the second section 8b and thus vary the
depth or extension in the front la-rear 1b direction of the
second compartment S2.

[0049] In this case, the second compartment S2 is
advantageously delimited frontally by the first component
8, if desired by the respective second section 8b, rear-
wards by the second segment 9b, on the bottom by the
first segment 9a and possibly laterally by the sides 5, so
thatitis open upwards. If desired, part of the bottom of the
second compartment S2 is also defined by the bracket or
brackets 10, for example by the respective attachment or
connection portion 10a.

[0050] With reference to the non-limiting embodiment
illustrated in the figures, the or each second segment 9b
is mounted sliding between the first section 8a and the or
abracket 10 or better the respective support and/or fixing
portion 10b. Alternatively or in addition, the or each
second segment 9b is slidingly mounted between the
first section 8a and a portion of a side 5.
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[0051] If desired, one or more gaskets G1, G2 are
provided, for example one G1 below the first component
8 or on the rear bottom of the same to facilitate the sliding
of the second component 9 and/or one G2 in front of the
first component 8.

[0052] The unit 1 can include at least one first tray or
maintray 13, of any suitable configuration and size, which
is housed or positioned in the first compartment S1, for
example on the first section 8a of the first component 8.
[0053] Such atray 13 naturally comprises a base 13a,
with a circular, square, rectangular or polygonal section,
optionally with rounded edges, and a perimeter frame
wall 13b extending upwards from the edge of the base so
as to define an object positioning zone PZ open only
upwards.

[0054] According to a variant, see figures 14 to 21, the
at least one second component comprises at least one
auxiliary tray 15, 16, 17 mounted or fixed to the rear of the
first component 8 or the second component defines with
thefirst component 8 and optionally also with arespective
edge 5 at least one auxiliary tray 15, 16.

[0055] Withreferencefirsttofigures 14 to 15, an under-
sink unit 1 is illustrated with one or more first auxiliary
trays 15 having two walls in common with the first com-
ponent 8 and/or with a side 5. More specifically, one or
each tray 15 has a length 15a of horizontal wall, a length
15b of lateral vertical wall and alength 15c of rear wallin a
single piece and mutually folded or integral with one
another by interlocking, welding, screws, bolts or other
suitable means, while the other walls, i.e. the lateral and
front walls of the tray 15 are defined one by aninternal, in
use, part of a side 5 and the other by arear, in use, portion
of the first component 8.

[0056] According to the non-limiting embodiment illu-
strated in the figures, the horizontal wall section 15ahas a
greater depth or length in the front la-rear 1b direction
than the other walls of the tray 15 and the latter is inserted
between the first section 8a and the bracket 10 or rather
the respective support and/or fixing portion 10b, although
the horizontal wall section has a greater width than the
respective bracket 10 or rather the support and/or fixing
portion 10b and therefore protrudes inwards with respect
to the latter. Furthermore, in this case, the tray 15 may
delimit a second slot or one or more second holes and
fixing means 14c are then provided inserted in the slot or
hole 11 aligned with the slot or hole in the tray 15, so as to
be able to fix removably and possibly in an adjustable
manner, the auxiliary tray 15 or the respective length 15a
to the at least one bracket 10.

[0057] In this case, a stabilizing means 18 of the posi-
tion of the auxiliary tray 15 may also be provided, for
example a screw, bolt or similar 18 inserted in the seg-
ment 15a and in the first component 8, for example in the
first section 8a of the latter, if desired in a groove 20, for
example with a main extension in the direction from one
side 5 to the other, defined in the latter.

[0058] With reference to the length 15b of the vertical
lateral wall, it could be supported or at a slight distance
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from the rear of the second section 8b of the first compo-
nent 8.

[0059] According to the non-limiting embodiment illu-
strated in figures 14 and 15, two first auxiliary trays 15 are
provided, each with a wall in common with a respective
side 5.

[0060] In accordance with an alternative, see figures
16 to 19, one or each second auxiliary tray 16 could have
the volume of the respective second compartment S2
adjustable.

[0061] Inthis regard, the auxiliary tray 16 could have a
first horizontal wall length 16a and a first vertical wall
length 16b in a single piece and mutually bent or integral
with each other by interlocking, welding or other suitable
means, which are fixed to arespective side 5 and/orto the
first component 8 as well as at least one second hori-
zontal wall length 16c¢, a second lateral vertical wall length
16d and a second rear wall length 16e assembled in a
single piece or integral with each other as well as
mounted movably with respect to the first lengths
16a-16b so that by moving the second lengths 16c-16e
with respect to the first lengths 16a-16b it is possible to
adjust the width or size in the direction from one edge 5 to
the other of the second compartment S2 and therefore
the volume of the respective second compartment S2.
[0062] With reference to this aspect, the second hor-
izontal wall length 16¢ is mounted slidingly flush to (from
below or above) the first horizontal length 16a, while the
second rear wall length 16e is mounted slidingly flush to
(frontally or rearward) the first vertical length 16b.
[0063] If desired, in at least one of the second length
16e and the first length 16b there is a slot or row of holes
21 to be aligned with a hole or slot in the other length 16b,
16e to then insert a screw, bolt or similar 22 for fastening
between these lengths 16b, 16e.

[0064] The second horizontal wall length 16¢ could
delimit a respective slot or row of holes 23 to be aligned
with a lower hole or slot or groove 23 in the first compo-
nent 8 and then fix these components using screws, bolts
or similar 24.

[0065] Clearly, the presence of the slot or row of holes
21 and, if desired, of the slot or row of holes 23 allows the
lengths 16¢-16e to be fixed in a plurality of positions with
respectto the lengths 16a, 16b and therefore to adjust the
width or size in the direction from one side 5 to the other of
the second compartment S2 and thus the volume of the
respective second compartment S2 between a more
extensive configuration (see figures 16 and 17) and a
less extensive configuration (see figures 18 and 19).
[0066] With reference now to figures 20 and 21, a third
embodiment of an auxiliary tray 17 similar to the first
auxiliary tray 15 has been illustrated, but in which it does
not have walls in common with a side 5, but only a front
wall in common with the first component 8 or with the
second section 8b of the same.

[0067] Inthis case, the tray 17 would have a horizontal
wall 17a, arearwall 17b, and two side walls 17c, 17d, the
latter could have means of attachment 25 with the first
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component 8, for example with the second section 8b. In
relation to this aspect, a protrusion or similar 25 could be
provided extending frontally from the side walls 17c, 17d,
for example at the top of the latter, which protrusion 25 is
designed to fit, if desired with a snap or with forced
insertion into a groove 26 or similar delimited by the
second section 8b, for example with a main extension
in the direction from one side 5 to the other, which groove
26 can for example be open towards the rear 1b.
[0068] With reference now to figures 22 to 24, they
illustrate an embodiment like that of figures 1to 13, butin
which the sides 5 and the brackets 10 are different from
those of the latter.

[0069] Moreover, in this case, the lower projecting
section 5b could comprise, in the direction from the out-
side towards the inside ortowards the other side 5, a plate
5c¢, with a horizontal, in use, arrangement and then an L-
shaped end 5d, so as to define a lowered step with
respect to the support surface of the plate 5c, with a
vertical, in use, first sector 5d1 rising from the internal
edge of the plate 5¢ and then a horizontal, in use, second
sector 5d2 rising from the bottom of the first sector 5d1
away from the plate 5c.

[0070] In this case, the attachment or connection por-
tion 10a of one or each bracket 10, could comprise a
horizontal, in use, main wall section 10c and then intern-
ally a strip section 10d, extending below the main wall
section 10c at the internal edge of the latter.

[0071] Advantageously, in use the main wall section
10c would rest on the plate 5¢ and protrude inwards with
respect to the latter with the strip section 10d housed in
the step delimited by the L-shaped end 5d.

[0072] Even more advantageously, the main wall sec-
tion 10c would have a width or extension in the direction
from one side or edge 5 to the other or to the other
substantially corresponding to the sum of the width of
the plate 5c¢ and the L-shaped end 5d, while the strip
section 10d would have a width and height substantially
like the step delimited by the L-shaped end 5d.

[0073] Finally, with regard to figures 25 to 27, they
illustrate a further embodiment similar to that of figures
1 to 13, but in which the sides 5 and the brackets 10 are
slightly different from those of the latter.

[0074] Inthisregard, apartfrom the configuration of the
sides 5 and the brackets 10 in a different part, it will be
noted how the brackets 10 have protruding portions 10e
designed to constitute, together with the second section
8b, part of the rear wall of the first compartment S 1.
[0075] The presentinvention also concerns a piece of
furniture 2 comprising a sink 3, in an upper position, at
least one waste bin 4, in a lower position, as well as at
least one drain pipe 27 which departs from the sink 3
downwards and towards the rear in the direction of a
respective system for conveying waste water or sewage
starting from the sink 3.

[0076] More specifically, the sink 3 is, as known, sup-
ported by or mounted in the walls 2e of the cabinet 2,
while the waste bin 4 is mounted or arranged on the
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bottom of the cabinet 2, possibly supported by a base or
back wall of the same.

[0077] The at least one drain pipe 27 preferably ex-
tends behind or posteriorly to the housing zone HZ orin a
position closer to the rear 2b with respect to the housing
zone HZ. Clearly, the second component 9, 15, 16, 17 is
placed in a position or arrangement such as not to ob-
struct or hit or contact the drain pipe 27.

[0078] The piece of furniture 2 clearly comprises a
plurality of walls 2e, vertical if desired, and lateral as well
as at least one door or movement wall 2¢, 2d or similar
mounted, if desired hinged or sliding or movable, at the
respective front 2a, the piece of furniture 2 then being
provided with at least one unit 1 mounted in an inter-
mediate zone between the sink 3 and the waste bin 4 with
its sides 5 in sliding engagement with respective portions
7 of the piece of furniture 2.

[0079] In this case, as indicated above, the first com-
ponent 8 could also comprise constraint means 8c, for
example a projection or similar 8c defining a hole for the
insertion of a constraint screw or connection to the move-
ment door or wall 2c, so that by moving the latter 2c the
movement or exit or insertion of the undersink unit 1
from/into the housing area HZ is also determined.
[0080] Alternatively, the door 2c could be hinged to the
other walls 2e of the piece of furniture 2 to be able to open
or close the housing zone HZ and therefore allow access
to the undersink unit 1.

[0081] Clearly, a second or additional door or move-
ment wall 2d can also be provided, if desired hinged or
mounted sliding with respect to the walls 2e of the piece of
furniture 2 in a position lower than the first or main move-
ment door or wall 2c, the second or additional movement
door or wall 2d being designed to expose the positioning
zone of the waste bin or bins 4.

[0082] As it will be understood, thanks to the present
invention, the type of second component 9, 15, 16, 17 as
well as the position or arrangement of the same can be
established as a function of the position and extension of
the exhaust pipe 27, so that with an exhaust pipe 27
closer to or further from the front 2a of the piece of
furniture 2, the second component 9 could be positioned
so that the second segment 9b is, respectively, closer to
or further from the first component 8 or, alternatively, a
shallower auxiliary tray or a shallower auxiliary tray could
be chosen atwhere the exhaust pipe 27 is provided and at
least one deeper one in other points or zones or the size
of the second compartment S2 could be adjusted accord-
ingly.

[0083] Therefore, a unit 1 according to the present
invention can be adjusted or adapted to any position of
the exhaust pipes without excessively sacrificing the
volume of housing objects inside it.

[0084] Furthermore, it is very easy to adjust the posi-
tion or capacity of the unit 1 in a simple and rapid manner,
this being particularly true for the embodiments with
second component 9 and auxiliary trays 16.

[0085] Itis then possible to change the type of acces-
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sories or second components depending on the needs,
for example space.

[0086] Modifications and variations of the invention are
possible within the scope defined by the claims.

Claims

1. Undersink unitdesigned to be inserted or mounted or
installed in a housing zone (HZ) of a piece of furniture
or wardrobe (2) between an upper sink (3) and at
least one lower waste bin (4) of the piece of furniture
(2) itself, said unit comprising at least two sides (5)
provided with engagement and sliding means (6)
with respective portions (7) of a piece of furniture
(2) as well as a first containment component (8)
bridge extending between said at least two sides
(5) or transversely or orthogonally to the direction
fromone side (5) to the other, said first component (8)
being designed to define a first front, in use, support
or containment compartment or area (S1) of said unit
designed for the positioning of objects,
wherein said unit includes at least one second con-
tainment component (9, 15, 16, 17) designed to be
mounted in whole or in part behind said first contain-
ment component (8) to define alone or together with
said first component of containment (8) and/or with
one or both said sides (5) a second rear, in use,
support or containment compartment or area (S2) of
said unit designed to the positioning of objects.

2. Unit according to claim 1, wherein said at least one
second component (9) is slidingly or movably
mounted with respect to said first containment com-
ponent (8).

3. Unitaccording to claim 2, wherein said second com-
partment (S2) is defined between said first contain-
ment component (8) and said at least one second
component (9), so that by moving said at least one
second component (9) with respect to said first
component (8) it is possible to vary the housing
volume of said second compartment (S2).

4. Unit according to any one of the preceding claims,
wherein said first component (8) is L-shaped, with a
first section (8a) of the L consisting of a first horizon-
tal, in use, wall and a second section (8b) of the L
consisting of a first vertical, in use, wall at a distance
from the front of said unit.

5. Unit according to claim 4, wherein said first compo-
nent (8) is connected to one or both sides (5) and/or
to at least one bracket (10) of the unit fixed to a
respective side (5) by means of screws, bolts, rivets
or similar means (14a).

6. Unit according to any one of the preceding claims
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when dependent on claim 2, comprising at least one
bracket (10) fixed to at least one respective side (5)
and/or to said first component (8), said at least one
bracket (10) delimiting a first slot or at least one first
hole or a first row of first holes (11), whereas said at
least one second component (9) delimits atleast one
second slot or atleastone second hole or atleastone
row of second holes (12), said unit further comprising
fixing means (14c) inserted in a first slot or hole (11)
aligned with a second slot or hole (12), so as to be
able to fix removably and possibly in an adjustable
manner, said at least one second component (9, 15,
16) to the at least one bracket (10).

Unit according to claim 6, wherein said at least one
bracket (10) is fixed to a side (5) to then be con-
strained and support said first component (8).

Unit according to claim 6 or 7, wherein said at least
one bracket (10) includes a portion of attachment or
connection (10a) to said first component (8) or to a
side (5) and said at least one bracket (10) further
includes a portion of support and/or fastening (10b)
to a second component (9, 15, 16).

Unit according to any one of the preceding claims
when dependent on claim 4, wherein said at least
one second component (9) is L-shaped, with a first
segment (9a) of the L consisting of a second hor-
izontal, in use, wall and a second segment (9b) of the
L consisting of a second vertical, in use, wall, said
first segment (9a) being slidingly or movably
mounted with respect to said first section (8a) so
as to move said second segment (9b) away or closer
from/to said second segment (8b), thereby varying
the depth or extension in the front (1a)-rear (1b)
direction of the second compartment (S2).

Unit according to any one of the preceding claims,
comprising at least one first tray or main tray (13)
which is housed or positioned in the first compart-
ment (S1).

Unit according to any one of the preceding claims,
wherein said at least one second component com-
prises an auxiliary tray (15, 16, 17) mounted or fixed
behind said first component (8) or said at least one
second component defines with said first component
(8) and if desired also with a respective side (5) at
least one auxiliary tray (15, 16, 17).

Unit according to claim 11, wherein said at least one
auxiliary tray (15) has two walls in common with said
first component (8) and/or with a side (5) and has an
horizontal wall length (15a), a vertical side wall
length (15b) and a rear wall length (15c) in a single
piece and mutually folded or integral with each other,
whereas the other walls of said at least one tray (15)
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15.
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are defined by a side (5) and/or by said first compo-
nent (8).

Unitaccording to claim 11 or 12, wherein said at least
one auxiliary tray (16) has a first horizontal wall
length (16a) and a first vertical wall length (16b) in
a single piece and mutually folded or integral with
each other, which lengths (16a, 16b) are fixed to a
respective side (5) and/or to said first component (8),
said at least one auxiliary tray (16) having at least
one second horizontal wall length (16c), a second
vertical lateral length (16d) and a second rear wall
length (16e) mounted in a single piece orintegral with
each other as well as movably mounted with respect
to the first lengths (16a-16b) so that by moving the
second lengths (16¢c-16e) with respect to the first
lengths (16a-16b) it is possible to adjust the width or
size in the direction from one side (5) to the other of
the second compartment (S2) and therefore the
volume of the respective second compartment (S2).

Unitaccording to claim 11 or 12 or 13, wherein said at
least one auxiliary tray (17) does not have walls in
common with a side (5), but only a front wall in
common with said first component (8), the side walls
(17a, 17b) of the tray (17) having coupling means
(25) with said first component (8).

Piece of furniture comprising a sink (3), in an upper
position, at least one waste bin (4), in a lower posi-
tion, as well as at least one drain pipe (27) which
extends from the sink (3) downwards and towards
the back in the direction of a respective system for
conveying waste or sewage water starting from the
sink (3), said piece of furniture further comprising a
plurality of walls (2e) as well as at least one move-
ment leaf or wall (2c, 2d) or the like mounted at the
front (2a) of the piece of furniture, said piece of
furniture being then provided with at least one unit
according to any one of the preceding claims
mounted in an intermediate zone between the sink
(3) and the waste bin (4) with its sides (3) in sliding
engagement with portions (7) of said piece of furni-
ture (2).
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