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(54) DOOR LOCK

(57) A door locking device (100) for a door of a
household appliance, includes a door sensing contact
(114) havinganengaged configurationandadisengaged
configuration, a sensing pin (104) configured to activate
the disengaged configuration of the door sensing contact
(114) when the door is opened, a main power contact
(112) havinganengaged configurationandadisengaged
configuration, a cut-out trigger (102) configured to acti-
vate the disengaged configuration of the main power
contact (112) when the door is open, a cut-out pin
(110) configured to disengage the main power contact
(112) and the door sensing contact (114)when thedoor is
forcibly opened, a locking pin (108) moveable between a
door-locked and a door-unlocked position.
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Description

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0001] In oneaspect, a door lockingdevice for a door of
a household appliance, includes a door sensing contact
having an engaged configuration and a disengaged con-
figuration, a sensing pin configured to activate the dis-
engaged configuration of the door sensing contact when
the door is opened, a main power contact having an
engaged configuration and a disengaged configuration,
a cut-out trigger configured to activate the disengaged
configuration of the main power contact when the appli-
ance cycle finishes, a cut-out pin configured todisengage
the main power contact and the door sensing contact
when the door is forcibly opened, a locking pin moveable
between a door-locked and a door-unlocked position.
[0002] Advantageously, thepresent inventionprovides
a main power contact and a separate door sensing con-
tact, allowing the door locking device to sense when the
door is closed, when the door is open, and, with the cut-
out pinwhen the door has been forced openand themain
power should be cut. This combination of features pro-
vides additional information about the open, closed,
locked, damaged status of the door, meaning that the
device such as a washing machine can take appropriate
actions in accordance with the state of the main power
contact and the door sensing contact and the combina-
tion of signals coming from each. For example, when the
door sensing contact enters the engaged configuration,
the washingmachine can trigger a signal to lock the door
and if the door is subsequently forced open, the main
power contact will enter the disengaged configuration,
and electrical power to the machine can be stopped.
[0003] In an embodiment, the door locking device
further includes a coupling member, which is operably
engageable with the cut-out trigger and the locking pin,
such that when said locking pin is in said door-unlocked
position, said cut-out trigger activates the disengaged
configuration of the main power contact.
[0004] Advantageously, the coupling member con-
nects the cut-out trigger and the locking pin such that
when the locking pin is in the door-unlocked position, the
main power contact is in the disengaged configuration
and when the locking pin is in the door-locked position,
the main power contact can be in the engaged config-
uration.
[0005] In an embodiment, the door locking device in-
cludes an electromagnetic driving mechanism adapted
to actuate said coupling member between a first position
(locked position) and a second position (unlocked posi-
tion), wherein said first position said coupling member
urges the locking pin into the door-locked position and
urges the cut-out trigger away from the main power
contact.
[0006] In an embodiment, when said door sensing
contact is engaged, said electromagnetic driving me-
chanism is configured to actuate said coupling member

toward said first position.
[0007] In an embodiment, the door locking device the
sensing pin is configured to disengage the main power
contact and the door sensing contact when the door is
open.
[0008] Advantageously, the sensing pin can disen-
gage each of the main power contact and the door sen-
sing contact when the door is open.
[0009] In an embodiment, the cut-out pin is configured
to engage with a cam surface of said door or a cam
surface of a safety slider associated with the door as
the door is opened to disengage themain power contact.
[0010] Advantageously, as the door is opened, the cut-
out pinengageswith thedoor and themainpower contact
to force it into the disengaged configuration.
[0011] In an embodiment, when said couplingmember
is in saidsecondpositionsaidcouplingmemberurges the
locking pin into the door-unlocked position and urges the
cut-out trigger to urge the main power contact into the
disengaged configuration.
[0012] Advantageously,when thedoor is unlocked, the
main power contact disengages, ensuring that the power
supply is disengaged when appropriate.
[0013] In an embodiment, the cut-out trigger further
comprisesa legandwhereinwhensaidcouplingmember
is in the first position, the leg arrests the sensing pin such
that if the door is openedwhilst the couplingmember is in
the first position, the door sensing contact remains in the
engaged configuration and the main power contact re-
mains in the engaged configuration.
[0014] In an embodiment, when said door sensing
contact is engaged, said electromagnetic driving me-
chanism allows said coupling member to rotate toward
said second position.
[0015] Advantageously, when the door sensing con-
tact is engaged, the electromagnetic driving mechanism
releases the locking pin.
[0016] In an embodiment, said coupling member in-
cludes a first cam surface which engages with said lock-
ing pin.
[0017] In an embodiment, said coupling member in-
cludes a second cam surface which engages with said
cut-out trigger.
[0018] In an embodiment, when coupling member is in
said first position, the cut-out trigger arrests the sensing
pin.
[0019] Advantageously, the sensing pin is arrested
whilst the locking pin is engaged, and the door is closed.
[0020] In an embodiment, there is provided a door
locking device for a door of a household appliance,
comprising a door sensing contact having an engaged
configuration and a disengaged configuration. A sensing
pin is configured toactivate thedisengaged configuration
of the door sensing contact when the door is opened. A
main power contact is provided, having an engaged
configuration and a disengaged configuration as well
as a cut-out trigger configured to activate the disengaged
configuration of the main power contact when the appli-
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ance cycle finishes, and a cut-out pin configured to dis-
engage the main power contact and the door sensing
contact when the door is opened. There is a locking pin
moveable between a door-locked and a door-unlocked
position, wherein the cut-out trigger further comprises a
legwhich is configured to arrest the sensing pin when the
door is locked.
[0021] In one aspect, a household appliance includes
the door locking device as described above.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0022] Embodiments of the invention are now de-
scribed, by way of example only, hereinafter with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective view of a door locking
device;

FIG. 2 I shows the door locking device in the door
open configuration, FIG. 2 II shows the door locking
device in the door closed but not locked configura-
tion, FIG. 2 III shows the door locking device in the
door locked configuration; and

FIG. 3 illustrates a perspective view of a door locking
device.

FIG. 4 illustrates a further view of a door locking
device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0023] Certain terminology is used in the following
description for convenience only and is not limiting.
The words ’right’, ’left’, ’lower’, ’upper’, ’front’, ’rear’,
’upward’, ’down’ and ’downward’ designate directions
in the drawings to which reference is made and are with
respect to the described component when assembled
and mounted. The words ‘inner’, ‘inwardly’, ‘outer’ and
’outwardly’ refer to directions toward and away from,
respectively, a designated centreline or a geometric cen-
tre of an element being described (e.g. central axis), the
particular meaning being readily apparent from the con-
text of the description.
[0024] Further, as used herein, the terms ’connected’,
’attached’, ’coupled’ and ’mounted’ are intended to in-
clude direct connections between two members without
any othermembers interposed therebetween, aswell as,
indirect connections between members in which one or
more other members are interposed therebetween. The
terminology includes the words specifically mentioned
above, derivatives thereof, and words of similar import.
[0025] Further, unless otherwise specified, the use of
ordinal adjectives, such as, "first", "second" and "third"
etc.merely indicate that different instances of like objects
arebeing referred toandarenot intended to imply that the
objects so describedmust be in a given sequence, either

temporally, spatially, in ranking or in any other manner.
[0026] Like reference numerals are used to depict like
features throughout.
[0027] FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective view of a door
locking device 100 according to one embodiment of the
present invention. The door locking device 100 of FIG. 1
comprises a cut-out trigger 102, sensing pin 104, cou-
pling member 106, locking pin 108, cut-out pin 110, main
power contact 112 and a door sensing contact 114. The
sensing pin 104 and the cut-out pin 110 are configured to
move linearly and interact with at least one of the main
power contact 112 and the door sensing contact 114. In
the example shown the sensing pin 104 is in contact with
the cut-out pin 110 such that if the sensing pin moves
upward (towards the door sensing contact 114) then the
cut-out pin 110will alsomove upwards (towards themain
power contact 112). The sensing pin 104 and the cut-out
pin 110 are configured to interact with a feature or fea-
tures of a door of a household appliance or with features
which are actuated by and / or connected to the door of
the household appliance in order to determine the status
of the door i.e. open, closed, locked, forcibly opened, etc.
[0028] A cut-out trigger 102 is used to push the main
power contact 112 from an engaged configuration to a
disengaged configuration. In the engaged configuration,
the main power contact allows electrical communication
between a first component of the appliance and a second
component of the door locking device 100 and when
disengaged, electrical communication is not possible
between those components thereby establishing a bin-
ary signal. The cut-out trigger 102 is used to selectively
arrest the sensing pin 104 when the door is locked.
[0029] To lock the door, the locking pin 108 actuates
between a door-unlocked position and a door-locked
position in which the door locking pin blocks movement
of a locking slider associated with the door to prevent the
door from opening. In the door-locked state, the door will
not open when an opening force is applied, unless en-
ough force is applied to break the door locking pin or
another component which holds the door in place. In this
circumstance, the cut-out pin 110 is forced upwards by
interacting with a safety slider which cooperates with the
door striker or the door or a component attached to the
door, and forcing the main power contact 112 into the
disengaged configuration and either causing the power
to be cut to the device as a whole or causing a signal
indicative of an error.
[0030] The actuation of the locking pin 108 is achieved
by rotating a coupling member 106 which includes a first
surface for interacting with the locking pin 108 and a
second surface for interacting with the cut-out trigger
102. The first and second surfacesmay be cam surfaces
such that as the coupling member 106 rotates in a first
direction, the locking pin 108 moves from a door-un-
locked position to a door-locked position and simulta-
neously the cut-out trigger 102 moves from a position
forcing the main power contact 112 from the disengaged
configuration to a position allowing the main power con-
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tact 112 to enter the engaged configuration. The main
power contact 112 only enters the engaged configuration
if the cut-out pin 110 also does not prevent it from doing
so. Therefore, the main power contact 112 can only be in
the engaged configuration if the coupling member 106
moves thecut-out trigger 102 intopositionand the cut-out
pin 110 is in position away from the main power contact
112.
[0031] FIG. 2 I shows a side view of the door locking
device 100 with the sensing pin 104 and the cut-out pin
110 in the door open position and as such, the door
sensing contact 114 and the main power contact 112 in
the disengaged configuration. The couplingmember 106
is in the second position such that the locking pin 108 is in
the door-unlocked position and the cut-out trigger 102 is
urging the main power contact 112 into the disengaged
configuration.
[0032] FIG. 2 II shows the situation as the door closes.
The door sensing contact 114 is resilient and defaults to a
closed position (e.g. Being formed of a spring material).
The resilienceof thedoor sensingcontact 114 is sufficient
to also urge the sensing pin 104 into the engaged con-
figuration. In this way, the door locking device 100
prompts the sensing pin 104 to move downwards away
from the door sensing contact 114 and allowing it to enter
the engaged configuration. At this stage, the cut-out
trigger 102 prevents the main power contact 112 from
entering the engaged configuration and the locking pin
108 remains in the door-unlocked position.
[0033] As the door sensing contact 114 enters the
engaged configuration, a signal is generated to activate
a driving mechanism which may be an electromagnetic
driving mechanism (not shown). The driving mechanism
acts to rotate the coupling member 106 which has a first
cam surface 202 for interacting with the locking pin 108
andasecondcamsurface204 for interactingwith thecut-
out trigger 102.
[0034] FIG. 2 III shows the door locking device 100
after the coupling member 106 has fully rotated into the
first position (locked position). In some embodiments of
the invention, the coupling member 106 is rotated by an
electromagnetic driving mechanism (not shown). The
first cam surface 202 urges the locking pin 108 into the
door-locked position in which it protrudes from a housing
of the door locking device 100. The second cam surface
204 interacts with the cut-out trigger 102 and allows it to
rotate about a fulcrum point, allowing the main power
contact 112 to enter the engaged configuration. Themain
power contact 112, like the 114, is formed of a spring
material, and is resilient, such that the main power con-
tact 112 is inherently urged towards the engaged config-
uration. When the main power contact 112 enters the
engaged configuration, the door locking device 100 may
provide a signal that the household appliance can be
activated i.e. that a washing cycle may commence.
[0035] FIG. 3 shows an alternative view of the door
locking device 100. A leg 304 of the cut-out trigger 102
enters a notch 302 in the sensing pin 104. The leg 304

prevents the sensing pin 104 from moving to disengage
the door sensing contact 114. As such, the risk of inter-
ruptions to the cycleare reducedbecause thesensingpin
104 is held in place and vibrations or light or heavy forces
acting on the door will not cause the sensing pin to
disengage the door sensing contact 114 or the main
power contact 112. Furthermore, the sensing pin 104
may be provided with slack movement, whereby small
movements in travel of the sensingpinarenot transferred
on to the cut-out pin until the slack movement is ex-
hausted. The amount of slack movement permitted ef-
fectively defines a threshold, a minimum movement is
required to overcome this threshold before the door
sensing contact is disengaged. This is achieved by en-
suring that the sensing pin 104 is not in contact with the
cut-out pin, when at rest. A similar solution can also be
achieved by providing the cut-out pin 110 or the door
sensing contact with slack movement instead of the
sensing pin 104.
[0036] FIG. 4 illustrates a door locking device 100
comprising a cut-out trigger 102, sensing pin 104, cou-
pling member 106, locking pin 108, cut-out pin 110, main
power contact 112, door sensing contact 114, as de-
scribed above. In some embodiments of the present
invention, the cut-out pin 110 interacts with a safety slider
402 which is cooperating with the door of the household
appliance. The safety slider moves linearly as the door
opens and closes and a cut-out cam 404 translates this
motion to interact with the cut-out pin 110. As the door
opens, a cut-out cam 404 of the safety slider 402 urges
the cut-out pin 110 towards the main power contact 112
and/ or thedoor sensing contact 114such that as thedoor
opens, the main power contact 112 and /or the door
sensing contact 114 are urged into the disengaged con-
figuration.
[0037] It will be appreciatedbypersons skilled in theart
that the above detailed examples have been described
by way of example only and not in any limitative sense,
and that various alterations and modifications are pos-
sible without departing from the scope of the invention as
definedby theappended claims. Variousmodifications to
the detailed examples described above are possible.
[0038] Through the description and claims of this spe-
cification, the words "comprise" and "contain" and varia-
tions of themmean "including but not limited to", and they
are not intended to (and do not) exclude other moieties,
additives, components, integers or steps. Throughout
the description and claims of this specification, the sin-
gular encompasses the plural unless the context other-
wise requires. In particular, where the indefinite article is
used, the specification is to be understood as contem-
plating plurality as well as singularity, unless the context
requires otherwise.
[0039] Features, integers, characteristics, com-
pounds, chemical moieties or groups described in con-
junctionwith a particular aspect, embodiment or example
of the invention are to be understood to be applicable to
any other aspect, embodiment or example described
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herein unless incompatible therewith. All of the features
disclosed in this specification (including any accompany-
ing claims, abstract and drawings), and/or all of the steps
of anymethodor process sodisclosed,maybe combined
in any combination, except combinations where at least
some of such features and/or steps are mutually exclu-
sive. The invention is not restricted to the details of any
foregoing embodiments. The invention extends to any
novel one, or any novel combination, of the features
disclosed in this specification (including any accompany-
ing claims, abstract or drawings), or to any novel one, or
any novel combination, of the steps of any method or
process so disclosed.

Claims

1. A door locking device for a door of a household
appliance, comprising:

a door sensing contact having an engaged con-
figuration and a disengaged configuration;
a sensing pin configured to activate the disen-
gaged configuration of the door sensing contact
when the door is opened;
a main power contact having an engaged con-
figuration and a disengaged configuration;
a cut-out trigger configured to activate the dis-
engaged configuration of the main power con-
tact when the appliance cycle finishes;
a cut-out pin configured to disengage the main
power contact and the door sensing contact
when the door is forcibly opened;

a locking pinmoveable between a door-locked and a
door-unlocked position.

2. Thedoor locking device of claim1 further comprising
a coupling member, which is operably engageable
with the cut-out trigger and the locking pin, such that
when said locking pin is in said door-unlocked posi-
tion, said cut-out trigger activates the disengaged
configuration of the main power contact.

3. Thedoor locking device of claim2 further comprising
an electromagnetic driving mechanism adapted to
actuate said coupling member between a first posi-
tion and a second position, wherein in said first
position said coupling member urges the locking
pin into the door-locked position and urges the cut-
out trigger away from the main power contact.

4. Thedoor lockingdeviceof claim3whereinwhensaid
coupling member is in said second position said
coupling member urges the locking pin into the
door-unlocked position and urges the cut-out trigger
to urge the main power contact into the disengaged
configuration.

5. The door locking device of any one of claims 2 to 4
wherein the cut-out trigger further comprises a leg
and wherein when said coupling member is in the
first position, the legarrests the sensing pin such that
if the door is attempted to be opened whilst the
coupling member is in the first position, the door
sensing contact remains in the engaged configura-
tion and the main power contact remains in the
engaged configuration.

6. The door locking device of any one of claims 3 to 5
wherein when said door sensing contact is engaged,
said electromagnetic driving mechanism is config-
ured to actuate said coupling member toward said
first position.

7. The door locking device of any one of claims 3 to 6
wherein when said door sensing contact is engaged,
said electromagnetic drivingmechanism allows said
coupling member to move toward said second posi-
tion.

8. The door locking device of any one of claims 2 to 7
wherein said couplingmember comprises a first cam
surface which engages with said locking pin.

9. The door locking device of any one of claims 2 to 8
wherein said coupling member comprises a second
cam surfaces which engages with said cut-out trig-
ger.

10. The door locking device of any one of claims 3 to 9
wherein when coupling member is in said first posi-
tion, the cut-out trigger arrests the sensing pin.

11. The door locking device of any one of claims 4 to 10
wherein the sensing pin is configured to disengage
the door sensing contact when the door is open and
the coupling member is in the second position.

12. The door locking device of any one of claims 1 to 11
wherein thecut-out pin is configured toengagewitha
cam surface of said door or a cam surface of a safety
slider cooperating with the door as the door is
opened to disengage the main power contact.

13. A household appliance comprising the door locking
device of any preceding claim.

14. A door locking device for a door of a household
appliance, comprising:

a door sensing contact having an engaged con-
figuration and a disengaged configuration;
a sensing pin configured to activate the disen-
gaged configuration of the door sensing contact
when the door is opened;
a main power contact having an engaged con-
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figuration and a disengaged configuration;
a cut-out trigger configured to activate the dis-
engaged configuration of the main power con-
tact when the appliance cycle finishes;
a cut-out pin configured to disengage the main
power contact and the door sensing contact
when the door is opened;

a locking pinmoveable between a door-locked and a
door-unlocked position wherein the cut-out trigger
further comprises a leg which is configured to arrest
the sensing pin when the door is locked.
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