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(54) BEACH UMBRELLA BASE

(57) An umbrella base for keeping an umbrella up-
right, comprising:anelongatedelement comprisinga first
end and a second end; wherein, during use, the elon-
gated element is arranged substantially vertical; wherein
the first end comprises receiving means for receiving a
pole of the umbrella for holding the umbrella upright;
wherein the second end comprises: a first transversal
through hole through the elongated element; and a sec-
ond transversal through hole through the elongated ele-
ment substantially rotated over 90 degrees relative to the

first transversal through hole; a first transversal member
arrangeable through the first through hole; a second
transversal member arrangeable through the second
through hole; and a flexiblemember comprising an open-
ing for, during use, having the elongated element ar-
ranged in the opening, and the flexible member on both
transversal members both transversally extending from
the respective transversal through holes in both direc-
tions for receiving ballast on the flexible member for
stabilizing and/or fixating the umbrella base.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The invention relates to anumbrella base for useon thebeach. The invention further relates to a kit comprisingan
umbrella base.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] The beachmight be visited for sunbathing. Still umbrellas are commonly seen at the beach to keep people in the
shade. Furthermore,wind is commonly present at the beach.Several solutions areused to prevent umbrellas at the beach
to topple over or even be blown away.
[0003] US9057475 (B1) discloses a support stand for a beach umbrella or similar structure that requires support. The
support stand includes a base plate having an upwardly extending attachment cylinder for receiving a pole of an item the
needs support. The bottom of the support stand includes a plurality of pivotally attached projections for extending into the
ground to provide support. The projections are biased open but can be selectively folded flat against the bottom of the
support stand and then held in place for transportation or storage. The support stand includes a handle and pole
attachment features that enable one handed transportation. Still, the support stand is only suitable for low winds.
Furthermore, the support stand is not user friendly as it requires projections to be driven into the ground. The support
stand is also clumsy to carry around, such as to the beach.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0004] An object of the invention is to overcome one or more of the disadvantages mentioned above.
[0005] According to a first aspect of the invention, an umbrella base for keeping an umbrella upright, comprising: an
elongated element comprising a first end and a second end; wherein, during use, the elongated element is arranged
substantially vertical; wherein the first end comprises receiving means for receiving a pole of the umbrella for holding the
umbrella upright; wherein the second end comprises a first transversal through hole through the elongated element; and
wherein the umbrella base further comprises: a second transversal through hole arrangeable to the second end andwhen
arranged, substantially rotated over 90 degrees relative to the first transversal through hole; a first transversal member
arrangeable through the first through hole; a second transversal member arrangeable through the second through hole;
and a flexiblemember comprising an opening for, during use, having the elongated element arranged in the opening, and
the flexible member on both transversal members both transversally extending from the respective transversal through
holes in both directions for receiving ballast on the flexible member for stabilizing and/or fixating the umbrella base.
[0006] Anumbrellamay be used to provide shade to a person seated under the umbrella. Especially at beaches, wind is
a common factor. An umbrella base as claimed is arrangeable for keeping an umbrella upright also with moderate or high
winds.
[0007] The umbrella base comprises an elongated element. The elongated element comprises a first end and a second
end. During use, the elongated element is arranged substantially vertical, such as vertical or straight up. The first end
comprises receivingmeans for receivingapoleof theumbrella. The receivingmeansarearranged for holding theumbrella
upright. The receivingmeansmaycomprisean inner spacearranged inside theelongatedelement,wherein thepoleof the
umbrella is held in this inner space.
[0008] The second end comprises a first transversal through hole through the elongated element, and a second
transversal through hole through the elongated element or arrangeable to the second end. The second transversal
through hole is substantially rotated over 90 degrees, such as rotated or shifted over 90 degrees, relative to the first
transversal through hole.
[0009] The umbrella base further comprises a first transversal member and a second transversal member. The first
transversal member can be arranged through the first transversal through hole. The second transversal member can be
arranged through the second transversal throughhole. Typically, the first transversal throughhole is arrangedat adifferent
height, when the elongated element is arranged vertically, relative to the second transversal through hole. These different
heights, still at thesecondend,mayallow theuseof straight first andsecond transversalmembers.Theelongatedelement
typically has an elongated axis. The transversal members when arranged through the respective transversal through
holes, typically crosses the elongated axis.
[0010] The umbrella base further comprises a flexible member. The flexible member comprises an opening. The
opening is arranged for, during use, having the elongated element arranged in the opening.
[0011] When setting up the umbrella base on for example a beach, the following steps are taken. First the first and the
second transversalmembers are arranged in the first and the second transversal throughholes, respectively. The first and
the second transversalmembers extend from the second end of the elongated element. Typically, the first and the second
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transversal members respectively extend approximately the same length from the second end of the elongated element.
The first and the second transversal members form a cross at the second end of the elongated element. Typically, the
second end is placed on or in the sand. The first and the second transversalmembers are typically in contact with the sand
already providing some stability. The elongated element is now arranged in a substantially vertical position.
[0012] Thereafter, the opening of the flexible member may be arranged over the elongated element. The flexible
member is then lowered to a position that the elongated element is arranged in the opening, such as sticking through or
extending from the opening. Further, the flexible member is arranged on at least one, but preferably both the transversal
members. Preferably, the flexible member rests on the transversal members.
[0013] Asa last stepof settingup theumbrellabase, ballastmaybeplacedon topof theflexiblemember.Theballastmay
be sand readily available onmost beaches. The ballast may be any type of weight, such as stones or containers filled with
for example water. As the flexible member is now firmly pressed onto the transversal members, the transversal members
are arranged in the transversal through holes, the technical effect is that the ballast improves the upright holding of the
vertical elongated element and therefore improving the stability or fixation of the umbrella base. Furthermore, the flexible
member prevents the transversal members from passing through and/or along the ballast improving the effect of keeping
the elongated element upright. When the umbrella base now receives the pole of an umbrella, the umbrella is now better
held upright even in very windy conditions if the amount of ballast is enough.
[0014] Further, the umbrella base is easily disassembled in its parts. The parts of the umbrella base are the elongated
element, the first and the second transversal members, and the flexible member. Placing the elongated element, the first
and the second transversal members parallel to each other, these parts can advantageously easily be carried to and from
the location where the umbrella base is going to be used. Furthermore, storage space is advantageously reduced. Also,
the parallel placed elongated element, first and the second transversal members may be folded, wrapped or rolled in the
flexible member for further improved carrying and storing of the umbrella base. Furthermore, the umbrella may be
arranged parallel to the parallel placed elongated element, first and the second transversal members to be advanta-
geously folded, rolled orwrapped in the flexiblemember for further improved carrying and storing of the umbrella baseand
the umbrella.
[0015] According to another aspect, an umbrella kit comprising: an umbrella; and an umbrella base according to any of
the preceding claims. The umbrella kit provides the sameadvantages asmentioned for the umbrella base. Specifically for
transport and storage of the umbrella base, the umbrella may advantageously be rolled in the flexible member next to the
elongated element and the transversal members for easing carrying and decreasing the total volume, respectively.
[0016] According to another aspect, an integrated umbrella comprising: a canopy; a pole comprising a first end and a
secondend;wherein, duringuse, thepole is arrangedsubstantially vertical; wherein the first end is attached to the canopy;
wherein the second end comprises: a first transversal through hole through the pole; and a second transversal through
hole through the pole substantially rotated over 90 degrees relative to the first transversal through hole; a first transversal
member arrangeable through the first through hole; a second transversal member arrangeable through the second
through hole; and a flexible member comprising an opening for, during use, having the pole arranged in the opening, and
the flexible member on both transversal members both transversally extending from the respective transversal through
holes in both directions for receiving ballast on the flexible member for stabilizing and/or fixating the integrated umbrella.
The integrated umbrella provides the same advantages asmentioned for the umbrella base. Furthermore, the integrated
umbrella is simplified relative to the umbrella base with umbrella in that receiving means may be omitted. The integrated
umbrella has typically an improved resistance to winds lifting the canopy of the integrated umbrella up. The integrated
umbrella may be detailed in the same way as the umbrella base providing the comparable advantages.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS

[0017] In an embodiment, the second transversal through hole is arranged through the elongated element, more
specifically through the secondendof theelongatedelement. This embodiment provides theadvantageof stability directly
provided to the elongated element for both rotational directions in a horizontal surface during use.
[0018] In an embodiment, the second transversal through hole is arranged through the first transversal member. This
allows to only insert one member through the elongated element improving the ease of installation and/or stiffness of the
elongated element.
[0019] In anembodiment, theelongatedelement is amain tube.Themain tubeadvantageously comprises the receiving
means for receiving thepoleof theumbrella. Themain tubeadvantageouslyhasasecondend for having the throughholes
arranged at that end of the main tube. A tube is typically readily available easing production.
[0020] In a further embodiment, the receiving means at the first end comprise the main tube comprising an inner space
have a diameter for receiving the pole of the umbrella, preferably in a substantial part of the main tube. A tube is typically
providing an elongated inner space. The inner space an inner space diameter. The pole of the umbrella has a pole
diameter. The inner space diameter has to be larger compared to the pole diameter for successfully receiving the pole in
the inner space.
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[0021] In a further embodiment, the pole during use rests on one or more of the transversal members inside the main
tube. The main tube providing an inner space is typically providing a through hole as inner space. The pole may
advantageously rest on the transversal members for easing handling during setting up the umbrella base with the
umbrella.
[0022] In an embodiment, the receiving means comprise fixation means, such as a clip, for fixating the pole in the
elongatedelement, preferably themain tube.Thepoleof theumbrellawhenfixated in themain tube improves that thewind
may blow the umbrella out of the umbrella base. The fixation means therefore advantageously improve the umbrella
resisting winds, especially wind that is caught under the canopy of the umbrella, lifting the umbrella upwards.
[0023] In an embodiment, the first transversal member and/or the second transversal member is a tube or a rod. The
tubemay be providing an inner space, such as a through hole along the length of the tube. The rodmay be solid or provide
an inner structure suchasahoneycomb. The tube or rodmayhavea circular cross-sectional shape.Alternatively, the tube
or rodmayhaveacross-sectional shapeof a square, rectangle or oval. Thesquareand rectangular cross-section together
with transversal throughholes having similar cross-sectional shapes provide the advantage that the transversalmembers
are prevented from turning in the transversal through holes improving stability of the umbrella base.
[0024] In an embodiment, the first transversal member and/or the second transversal member snugly fits through the
first transversal through hole and/or the second transversal through hole, respectively. Snugly fitting is defined aswith the
elongated element halfway the transversal member that the end of the transversal member is limited tomovemore than 8
mm, preferably 5 mm, more preferably 4 mm, most preferably 3 mm. The one or both snugly fitting transversal members
reduce the play between the elongated element and the transversal members. The reduced play provides the advantage
of a more stable umbrella base.
[0025] In an embodiment, the first transversal through hole and the second transversal through hole are identical in size
andshape, preferablydiameter.Thisprovides theadvantage that the transversalmembersare interchangeable improving
the ease of setting up the umbrella base. This further provides the advantage that the transversal members may be the
same material easing production.
[0026] In an alternative embodiment, the first transversal through hole and the second transversal through hole are not
identical in the sizeandshape, preferably diameter. Thisalternativeembodiment provides theadvantage that theumbrella
basemay only be setupwith the transversalmembers at or in their predefines through holes. The length of the transversal
membersmayalsobeof different length for providingmore stability in a specific direction, suchasaspecificwinddirection.
In a further alternative embodiment, the transversal through holes are at the sameheight at the second end. Furthermore,
when the umbrella base is setup, the first transversal member has a diameter and the second transversal member has a
through hole size for receiving the first transversalmember, such that the first transversalmember is arranged through the
elongated element and the second transversal member.
[0027] In an embodiment, the flexible member is a flexible sheet, such as a cloth or plastic sheet. The flexible member
maybea foldablemember. Theflexiblemembermaybestiff enough that ballast on the flexiblememberwhensetup fixates
the transversal members and thus the elongated element. The flexible member may comprise through holes, such as a
meshor gauze. Themeshor gauzehas throughholeswithadiameter small enough tohold theballast, suchas small rocks
or sand, on the flexible member and not let the ballast through during use.
[0028] In an embodiment, the flexible member has an edge; and the distance between the edge and the opening is
always greater than half the length of both transversalmembers. Thismakes sure that the flexiblemembermay be rotated
under any angle around the elongated element and still covers the transversalmembers during setup of the umbrella base
and still covers the transversal members. This thus simplifies the setup or makes the setup more failsafe of the umbrella
base.
[0029] In an embodiment, the umbrella base comprises a loop; and the elongated element and both transversal
members, preferably also the umbrella, are arrangeable in parallel and on the flexible member such that the flexible
member is foldable together, and the loop is arrangeable for holding the flexible member in a folded condition. Transport
and storage of the umbrella base, the umbrellamay advantageously be rolled in the flexiblemember next to the elongated
element and the transversal members for easing carrying and decreasing the total volume, respectively.
[0030] In a further embodiment, the loop is useable for carrying the umbrella base, preferably also the umbrella, in the
folded condition. This advantageously simplifies transport of the umbrella base, preferably with the umbrella also at least
partly folded in the flexible member.
[0031] In anembodiment, the umbrella is advantageously abeachumbrella. A beach typically consists of sand, pebbles
or small rocks.Thebeach typically providesenoughballast thatmaybeplacedon theflexiblemember for stabilizingand/or
fixating the umbrella base. The umbrella base has thus the advantage that it might be light as the ballast is local to where
the umbrella is setup.
[0032] In an embodiment, the elongated element, the first transversal member and/or the second transversal members
are tubes of wood, plastic or metal, such as steel or aluminium. These are typically hollow or provided with an inner
structure for reducing the total weight of the umbrella basewhile still providing enough structural integrity for being usedas
umbrella base, typically under high wind conditions.
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[0033] In anembodiment, theelongatedelementhasa length in the rangeof 20 cm to100cm,preferably 30cm to80cm,
more preferably 35 cm to 70 cm, most preferably 40 cm to 50 cm.
[0034] In an embodiment, at least one of the transversal members, preferably both transversal members, have a length
in the rangeof 30cm to100cm,preferably40cm to80cm,morepreferably45cmto70cm,mostpreferably55cmto65cm.
[0035] In an embodiment, the flexible member has a width and/or a length, or diameter in the range of 30 cm to 100 cm,
preferably 40 cm to 80 cm,more preferably 45 cm to 70 cm,most preferably 50 cm to 60 cm, typically width. In a preferred
embodiment, the length and width are substantially 100 cm by 50 cm.
[0036] In an embodiment, the opening of the flexible member has a diameter in the range of 2 cm to 10 cm, preferably 3
cm to 8 cm, more preferably 4 cm to 7 cm, most preferably 5 cm to 6 cm.
[0037] In anembodiment, the elongatedelement has adiameter in the rangeof 1 cm to 10 cm, preferably 1.5 cm to 8 cm,
more preferably 2 cm to 7 cm, most preferably 2.5 cm to 5 cm.
[0038] In an embodiment, at least one of the transversal members, preferably both transversal members, have a
diameter in the range of 0.5 cm to 8 cm, preferably 1 cm to 7 cm, most preferably 1.5 cm to 2.5 cm.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0039] The inventionwill beapparent fromandelucidated furtherwith reference to theembodimentsdescribedbywayof
example in the following description and with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 schematically shows a perspective top view of an umbrella base;
Figure 2 schematically shows a perspective top view of an umbrella base;
Figure 3 schematically shows a perspective top view of an umbrella base;
Figure 4 schematically shows a top view of a disassembled umbrella base;
Figure 5 schematically shows a top view of a disassembled umbrella base;
Figure 6 schematically shows a top view of a disassembled and partly folded umbrella base;
Figure 7 schematically shows a top view of a disassembled and folded umbrella base; and
Figure 8 schematically shows a perspective top view of an alternative embodiment of an umbrella base.

[0040] The figures are purely diagrammatic and not drawn to scale. In the figures, elements which correspond to
elements already described may have the same reference numerals.

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

100 umbrella base

110 elongated element

111 first end

112 second end

115 receiving means

120 first transversal through hole

130 second transversal through hole

140 first transversal member

150 second transversal member

155 safety through hole

156 safety pin

160 flexible member

165 opening

167 edge

168, 168’ flap

170 loop

E elongated axis

D distance between opening and edge
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(continued)

Lt length transversal member

Lo length maximum of elongated element and transversal members

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

[0041] The following figuresmaydetail different embodiments.Embodiments canbecombined to reachanenhancedor
improved technical effect. These combined embodimentsmay bementioned explicitly throughout the text, may be hinted
upon in the text or may be implicit.
[0042] Figure 1 schematically shows a perspective top view of an umbrella base 100. The umbrella base comprises an
elongatedelement 110, a first transversalmember 140, a second transversalmember150andaflexiblemember 160. The
umbrella base is arranged for keeping an umbrella upright. During use, the elongated element is arranged substantially
vertical.
[0043] Theelongated element comprises a first end111anda secondend112,which are shown in figure 3. The first end
comprises receiving means 115. The receiving means are arranged for receiving a pole of the umbrella for holding the
umbrella upright.
[0044] The second end comprises a first transversal through hole 120 through the elongated element and a second
transversal through hole 130 through the elongated element, shown in figure 4. The elongated element has an elongated
axisE.Thesecond transversal throughhole is substantially rotatedover 90degrees relative to the first transversal through
hole. This rotation is typically around the elongated axis. The first transversal member is arrangeable through the first
through hole. The second transversal member is arrangeable through the second through hole.
[0045] The flexible member comprises an opening 165. During use, the flexible member has the elongated element
arranged in the opening. During use, the flexible member is arranged on both transversal members. During use, both
transversal members transversally extending from the respective through holes in both directions. The flexiblemember is
thus arranged for receiving ballast for stabilizing and/or fixating the umbrella base.
[0046] Theumbrellabasemaycomprisea loop170.The loop isusable for transport and/or storage.Theflexiblemember
may comprise an edge 167. The minimal distance from the opening to the edge is defined as distance D.
[0047] Figures 2‑7may be seen as amethod for disassembling the umbrella base. The figures 2‑7 in reverse ordermay
be seen as a method for assembling the umbrella base. The last steps of setting up the umbrella base may be placing
ballast on top of the flexiblemember for stabilizing and/or fixating the umbrella base, and typically subsequently arranging
the umbrella in the umbrella base.
[0048] Figure 2 schematically shows a perspective top view of an umbrella base. the umbrella base of figure 2 may be
the umbrella base of figure 1. The umbrella base in figure 2 is ready to receive ballast and the umbrella.
[0049] Figure 3 schematically shows a perspective top view of an umbrella base. The flexible member is taken away
revealing the first and second transversal members. For removing the flexible member, the flexible member may be slid
upwards along the elongated element and over the receivingmeans at the first end. For removing the flexiblemember, the
flexible member may comprise a zipper or Velcro from the opening to the edge for allowing the flexible member to be
removed sideways.
[0050] Figure 4 schematically shows a top view of a disassembled umbrella base. The elongated element and the
transversalmembers are arranged in parallel. Particularly visible are the first transversal through hole 120 and the second
transversal through hole 130 at the second end 112 of the elongated element 110. Furthermore, particularly visible is that
the transversal through holes are rotated substantially over 90 degrees relative to each other and relative to the elongated
axis.
[0051] Figure 5 schematically shows a top view of a disassembled umbrella base. The elongated element and the
transversal members are arranged in parallel on the flexiblemember such that these can be rolled in the flexiblemember.
The flexible member has a length Lo.
[0052] Figure 6 schematically shows a top view of a disassembled and partly folded umbrella base. The elongated
element and the transversal members each have a length. Themaximum of these lengths is defined as the length Lt. It is
noted that in this particular embodiment the flexible member has a length Lo considerably longer than the length Lt. The
lengthLo is typicallymore than1.5, preferably1.3,morepreferably1.1, timesLt.The lengthLo is typicallymore than50cm,
preferably 30 cm,morepreferably 10 cm, longer thanLt. This allows for the outer parts of the flexiblemember to beusedas
flaps 168, 168’ folded inwards for improved holding of the elongated element and the transversalmembers in the rolled up
flexible member. Further, in comparison with figure 5, the elongated element and the transversal members are already
rolled at least once in the flexible member.
[0053] Figure 7 schematically shows a top view of a disassembled and folded umbrella base. The loop attached to the
flexible member at the edge is now looped around the flexible member and through its own loop for holding the flexible
members, the elongated element and the transversal members rolled up in a pack for improved carrying, transport and/or
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storage of the umbrella base. An umbrella may advantageously also be rolled up in the flexible member for improved
carrying, transport and/or storage of the umbrella base together with the umbrella. The rolled up umbrella base may be a
folded condition of the umbrella base.
[0054] Figure 8 schematically shows a perspective top view of an alternative embodiment of an umbrella base 100.
Identical numbers typically have an identical function as mentioned in the previous figures.
[0055] It is noted that the second through hole 130 is arranged or located in the first transversal member 140. As the
second transversal member 150 in use is arranged substantially adjacent, preferably adjacent or in contact, to the
elongatedmember, the second transversal member is in use substantially radially extending form the elongated element.
[0056] The umbrella base may further comprise a safety through hole 155 and a safety pin 156. In use the safety pin is
arranged in the safety through hole for rotationally fixating the first transversal member and thereby also rotationally
fixating the second transversal member. In use, the transversal members are arranged through there respective through
holes for keeping the elongated element upright.
[0057] It will also be clear that the above description and drawings are included to illustrate some embodiments of the
invention, andnot to limit thescopeofprotection.Starting fromthisdisclosure,manymoreembodimentswill beevident toa
skilled person without departing from the scope of the invention as set forth in the appended claims. These embodiments
are within the scope of protection and the essence of this invention and are obvious combinations of prior art techniques
and the disclosure of this patent. Devices functionally forming separate devices may be integrated in a single physical
device.
[0058] The term "substantially" herein, such as in "substantially all emission" or in "substantially consists", will be
understood by the person skilled in the art. The term "substantially" may also include embodiments with "entirely",
"completely", "all", etc. Hence, in embodiments the adjective substantially may also be removed. Where applicable, the
term "substantially" may also relate to 90% or higher, such as 95% or higher, especially 99% or higher, even more
especially 99.5% or higher, including 100%. The term "comprise" also includes embodiments wherein the term "com-
prises" means "consists of’.
[0059] The term "functionally" will be understood by, and be clear to, a person skilled in the art. The term "substantially"
aswell as "functionally"may also include embodimentswith "entirely", "completely", "all", etc. Hence, in embodiments the
adjective functionally may also be removed. When used, for instance in "functionally parallel", a skilled person will
understand that the adjective "functionally" includes the termsubstantially as explainedabove. Functionally in particular is
tobeunderstood to includeaconfigurationof features that allows these features to functionas if theadjective "functionally"
wasnot present. The term "functionally" is intended to cover variations in the feature towhich it refers, andwhich variations
aresuch that in the functional useof the feature, possibly in combinationwithother features it relates to in the invention, that
combination of features is able to operate or function. For instance, if an antenna is functionally coupled or functionally
connected to a communication device, received electromagnetic signals that are receives by the antenna can be used by
the communication device. The word "functionally" as for instance used in "functionally parallel" is used to cover exactly
parallel, but also the embodiments that are covered by the word "substantially" explained above. For instance,
"functionally parallel" relates to embodiments that in operation function as if the parts are for instance parallel. This
covers embodiments for which it is clear to a skilled person that it operates within its intended field of use as if it were
parallel.
[0060] Furthermore, the terms first, second, third and the like in the description and in the claims, are used for
distinguishing between similar elements and not necessarily for describing a sequential or chronological order. It is to
be understood that the terms so used are interchangeable under appropriate circumstances and that the embodiments of
the invention described herein are capable of operation in other sequences than described or illustrated herein. Thus,
these terms are not necessarily intended to indicate temporal or other prioritization of such elements.
[0061] The devices or apparatus herein are amongst others described during operation. As will be clear to the person
skilled in the art, the invention is not limited to methods of operation or devices in operation.
[0062] It should benoted that the above-mentioned embodiments illustrate rather than limit the invention, and that those
skilled in the art will be able to design many alternative embodiments without departing from the scope of the appended
claims. In the claims, any reference signs placed between parentheses shall not be construed as limiting the claim. Use of
the verb "to comprise" and "to include", and its conjugations doesnot exclude thepresence of elements or steps other than
those stated in a claim. Also, the use of introductory phrases such as "at least one" and "one ormore" in the claims should
not be construed to imply that the introduction of another claim element by the indefinite articles "a" or "an" limits any
particular claim containing such introduced claim element to inventions containing only one such element, evenwhen the
same claim includes the introductory phrases "one ormore" or "at least one" and indefinite articles such as "a" or "an." The
article "a" or "an" preceding an element does not exclude the presence of a plurality of such elements.
[0063] The inventionmaybe implementedbymeansof hardware comprisingseveral distinct elements, andbymeansof
a suitably programmed computer. In the device or apparatus claims enumerating several means, several of thesemeans
may be embodied by one and the same item of hardware. The mere fact that certain measures are recited in mutually
different dependent claims does not indicate that a combination of these measures cannot be used to advantage.
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[0064] The invention further applies to an apparatus or device comprising one or more of the characterising features
described in the description and/or shown in the attached drawings. The invention further pertains to amethod or process
comprising one ormore of the characterising features described in the description and/or shown in the attached drawings.
[0065] The various aspects discussed in this patent can be combined in order to provide additional advantages. The
mere fact that certain measures are recited in mutually different claims does not indicate that a combination of these
measures cannot be used to advantage. Furthermore, some of the features can form the basis for one or more divisional
applications.

Claims

1. Umbrella base (100) for keeping an umbrella upright, comprising:

- an elongated element (110) comprising a first end (111) and a second end (112);

wherein, during use, the elongated element is arranged substantially vertical;
wherein the first end comprises receiving means (115) for receiving a pole of the umbrella for holding the
umbrella upright;
wherein the second end comprises a first transversal through hole (120) through the elongated element; and
wherein the umbrella base further comprises:

- a second transversal through hole (130) arrangeable to the second end and when arranged,
substantially rotated over 90 degrees relative to the first transversal through hole;
- a first transversal member (140) arrangeable through the first through hole;
- a second transversal member (150) arrangeable through the second through hole; and
- a flexible member (160) comprising an opening (165) for, during use, having the elongated element
arranged in the opening, and the flexible member on both transversal members both transversally
extending from the respective transversal through holes in both directions for receiving ballast on the
flexible member for stabilizing and/or fixating the umbrella base.

2. Umbrella baseaccording to thepreceding claim,wherein the second transversal throughhole is arranged through the
elongated element.

3. Umbrella base according to the claim 1, wherein the second transversal through hole is arranged through the first
transversal member.

4. Umbrella base according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the elongated element is a main tube.

5. Umbrella base according to the preceding claim, wherein the receivingmeans at the first end comprise themain tube
comprising an inner space having a diameter for receiving the pole of the umbrella, preferably in a substantial part of
the main tube.

6. Umbrella base according to the preceding claim, wherein the pole during use rests on one or more of the transversal
members inside the main tube.

7. Umbrella base according to any of the preceding claims,

wherein the receiving means comprise fixation means, such as a clip, for fixating the pole in the elongated
element;
wherein the first transversal member and/or the second transversal member is a tube or a rod; and/or
wherein the first transversal member and/or the second transversal member snugly fits through the first
transversal through hole and/or the second transversal through hole, respectively.

8. Umbrella base according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the first transversal through hole and the second
transversal through hole are identical in size and shape, preferably diameter.

9. Umbrella base according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the flexible member is a flexible sheet, such as a
cloth or plastic sheet, and/or wherein the flexible member is a foldable member.
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10. Umbrella base according to any of the preceding claims,

wherein the flexible member has an edge (167); and
wherein the distance (D) between the edge and the opening is always greater than half the length of both
transversal members.

11. Umbrella base according to any of the preceding claims, comprising a loop (170);
wherein the elongated element and both transversal members, preferably also the umbrella, are arrangeable in
parallel and on the flexible member such that the flexible member is foldable together, and the loop is arrangeable for
holding the flexible member in a folded condition.

12. Umbrellabaseaccording to theprecedingclaim,wherein the loop isuseable for carrying theumbrellabase, preferably
also the umbrella, in the folded condition.

13. Umbrella base according to any of the preceding claims,

wherein the umbrella is a beach umbrella; and/or
wherein theelongatedelement, the first transversalmember and/or the second transversalmembersare tubesof
wood, plastic or metal, such as steel or aluminium.

14. Umbrella kit comprising:

- an umbrella; and
- an umbrella base according to any of the preceding claims.

15. Integrated umbrella comprising:

- a canopy or banner;
- a pole comprising a first end and a second end;

wherein, during use, the pole is arranged substantially vertical;
wherein the first end is attached to the canopy or banner;
wherein the second end comprises:

- a first transversal through hole through the pole; and
- a second transversal through hole through the pole substantially rotated over 90 degrees relative to the
first transversal through hole;

- a first transversal member arrangeable through the first through hole;
- a second transversal member arrangeable through the second through hole; and
- a flexible member comprising an opening for, during use, having the pole arranged in the opening, and the
flexible member on both transversal members both transversally extending from the respective transversal
through holes in both directions for receiving ballast on the flexible member for stabilizing and/or fixating the
integrated umbrella.
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